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** Plato WM OMd to ny, * thtt many good laws were made, but still one was wanting ; nz. a law to put 
all thoae good laws into execution.* Thus the citizens of London have erected many famous monuments 
to perpetuate tbdr memories; but still there wanted a monument to continue the memory of their monu- 
ments (subject by time and otherwise to be de&ced), which at last, by John Stow, was industriously 
performed.**— FuLLiR*ii Worthiis. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE 



OP THE 



LIFE AND WRITINGS OF JOHN STOW. 



If it were giTen to the reader to wield for a brief space the staff of Proepero, with power to conjure up 
a Tision of London as it existed in some former period, there can be little doubt but that he would so 
employ his art that the London of Shakspeare should stand revealed before him. Happily, although 
Prospero's staff is broken, the conjuration and the mighty nuigic necessary to call up this busy pageant 
were lodged in the untiring pen of honest John Stow. 

Fortunate indeed was it for the London of that age that one, bom and bred within her walls, 
undertook as a labour of lore a Surrey which has enabled after generations 

" to view the mannen of the town, 
Penue the traders, gue upon the huUdlngi f* 

and acqnure a knowledge of Queen Elizabeth's capital more intimate than we possess of the same city 
at any other period, or of any other city in any age of the world. How well, how faithfully, this worthy 
citizen performed the task his patriotism selected, one glance at his straight-forward, quaint, and most 
picturesque of narratives will serve to show. In every page of the Survey of London we meet with 
evidence of an unwearied patience, a devoted love of truth, and a kindly feeling towards his fellow 
men— qualities which, after the lapse of more than two centuries, have won for its author the honourable 
and well-deserved epithet of the Venerable Stow. 

The merits of our author, and the value of his interesting work, are too well known and too highly 
appreciated to call for further eulogy upon this occasion ; yet it seems but a proper tribute to the 
memory of John Stow, that the readers of this edition of his Survey of London should be presented with 
some notice of a life and labours devoted to preserve the memory of every thing which he thought likely 
to interest posterity. 

John Stow was bom in London, in the parish of St. Michael, Comhill, in the year 1625. His father 
and his grandfather were likewise citizens and residents in that parish. 

There can be little doubt of the supposition, that Stow followed the trade of a tailor, being well founded ; 
since we not only find him so described in a letter written by Grindal, then bishop of London, to the Privy 
CouncU, but in a complaint made by Stow himself to the magistrates against one William Ditcher and 
his wife for abusing him, he states that the offenders reflected upon his Chronicles and his trade as a 
tailor, and called him Prick-louse knave ; an epithet exclusively applied to those who follow the calling 
of honest Robin Starveling, who Splayed Thisbe's mother *." 

Let his calling however have been what it may, his life was devoted not to the busy pursuit of wealth, 
but to the study of his country's history ; and therefore, like that of any other student, it exhibits few 
incidents calculated to startle or surprise the reader. Indeed, the principal events of it may almost be 
related in the words of the worthy antiquary himself — from the autobiographical fragments scattered 
throughout his works. 

Thus, after describing the abbey of nuns, of the order of St Qare, called the Minories, he furmshes 

* Ben Jonson likewise calls him to (see note, page xil.) ; and if ftirther evidence were necessary, we have thai of Sir 
Henry Spefanan, as recorded by Aubrey. " He said to Sir William Dugdale, we are beholden to Mr. Speed and Stowe for 
stitching up for us oar English history. It seems they were both tailors.** 
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us with an anecdote of his boyish days, telling us, — ^ Near adjoining to this abbey, on the south side 
thereof, was sometime a farm belonging to the said nunnery ; at the which £urm I myself, in my youth, 
have fetched many a halfpenny worth of milk, and never had less than three ale pints for a halfpenny in 
the summer, nor less than one ale quart for a halfpenny in the winter, alvrays hot from the kine, as the 
same was milked and strained. One Trolop, and afterwards Goodman, were farmers there, and had 
thirty or forty kine to the pail. Goodman's son, being heir to his father's purchase, let out the ground 
first for graadng of horses, and then for garden-plots, and lired like a gentleman thereby." 

In another passage we are presented with an instance of overbearing conduct on the part of Cromwell, 
— Wulsey's *^ good Cromwell" — towards Stow's father, which it is impossible to read without indignation : 

" On the south side, and at the west end of this church [of the Augustine Friars] many fair houses 
are built ; namely, in Throgmorton street, one very large and spacious, built in the place of old and small 
tenements by Thomas Cromwell, master of the king's jewel-house, after that master of the rolls, then 
Lord Cromwell, knight, lord privy seal, vicar-general. Earl of Essex, high chamberlain of England, &c. 
This house being finished, and having some reasonable plot of ground left for a garden, he caused the 
pales of the gardens adjoining to the north part thereof on a sudden to be taken down ; twenty-two feet 
to be measured forth right into the north of every man's ground ; a line there to be drawn, a trench to 
be cast, a foundation laid, and a high brick wall to be built. My father had a garden there, and a house 
standing close to his south pale ; this house they loosed from the ground, and bare upon rollers into my 
Other's garden twenty-two feet, ere my father ^heard thereof ; no warning was given him, nor other 
answer, when he spake to the surveyors of that work, but that their master Sir l^omas commanded 
them so to do ; no man durst go to argue the matter, but each man lost his land, and my father paid his 
whole rent, which was 6«. 6d, the year, for that half which was left. Thus much of mine own knowledge 
have I thought good to note, that the sudden rising of some men causeth them to forget themselves." 

From a third (vide page 55), we learn that in 1549 he was dwelling near the well within Aldgate ; 
the bailiff uf Romford, who there suffered the penalty of the law, having, to use Stow's words, been 
" executed upon the pavement of my door where I then kept house." 

He afterwards removed to Lime street ward, where he continued to reside until his death ; and where, 
in the year 1585, when the city furnished Elizabeth with four thousand men and their arms. Stow acted 
as one of the collectors of the charges for the same. This appointment, which was probably bestowed 
upon him in return for those exertions in resisting the encroachments of Billingsgate ward, which he 
relates at page 61 of this volume, affords at least satisfactory proof that he was esteemed by his 
neighbours to be trustworthy. 

From other passages scattered throughout his works, it is evident that he suffered from the charges of 
fiilse and perjured enemies ; and his indignation against such slanderers is vented whenever an oppor- 
tunity of alluding to their malice and wickedness presents itself. 

In 1544 he appears, according to Strype, to have been greatly endangered by a false accusation made 
against him by a priest, who, upon the discovery of his perjury, was adjudged in the Star chamber to 
stand upon the pillory, and to have the letters F. A. (for False Accuser) branded on his cheek. 

In 1568 he being, to use the words of Strype, ^ an admirer of antiquity in religion, as well as in 
history," was reported to the queen's council as a suspicious person, with many dangerous and super- 
stitious books in his possession. Upon this Grindal, bishop of London, caused Watts his chaplain. Bedel, 
clerk to the Ecclesiastical commission, and a divine, named Williams, to search our antiquary's study *. 
Whether Stow was subjected to any other inconvenience upon this occasion is not known ; but two 
years afterwards, namely, in 1570, he was again accused before the Ecclesiastical commission by one 

• The foUowing it Strjrpe's Aoconnt of the Report which they made to the Bishop, as the result of their search :— 
" That he had great collections of his own for the English Chronicles, wherein, as Watts signified to the bishop, he 
seemed to have bestowed much travel. They found also a great sort of old books printed ; some fisbulous, as of Sir Gregory 
Triamour, &c, and a great parcel of old MS. Chronicles, both in parchment and paper. And that besides he had Miscel- 
laneous Tracts touching Physick, Surgery, and Herbs, and Medical Recipes ; and also fantastical Popish books, printed in 
old time ; and also others written in old English, in parchment. But another sort of books he had more modem ; of which 
the said searchers thought fit to take an inventory, as likely most to touch him ; and they were books lately set forth in the 
realm or beyond sea in defence of Papistry. Which books, as the Chaplain said, declared him a great fautor of that religion. 
Some of these books, the lists whereof so taken and sent to the bishop, were these :—A Parliament of Christ, made by 
Thomas Heskyns ; The Hatchet of Herety, set out by Shacklock ; Bxpo^ition of the Creed, Ten Commandmentt, Patemoeier 
and Ave Maria, by Bishop Bonner ; Certain Sermons, set forth in print by Edgeworth, D.D. ; The Manerr of the List of 
Saints, an old printed book ; Five Homilies, made by Leonard Pollard, Prebendary of Worcester ; A Proof of certain 
Articles of Religion denied Ay W. Juell ; A Book made by Donnan (f Dolman) ; with a great many more of that kind. 



LIFE AND WRITINGS OF JOHN STOW. vii 



who, when in his service, had despoiled him of his goods, and, what most have added to the hitterneas 
of his grief, was his own brother. Stow escaped the danger which upon this occasion threatened to 
deprive him of Uberty, perhaps of life ; but the impression it made upon his mind was too great for him 
to avoid frequent allusion to it *. 

But great as these troubles must have been, and seriously as they must have interrupted the quiet 
tenor d his studies, they did not induce him to abandon the useful and honourable career which he had 
proposed to himself ; nor prevent the publication of those various works which have secured for him 
the affectionate remembrance of all lovers of English history, and of which we now propose to render 
some account to our readers. 

His first publication was his Summary of English Chronicles, published originally in 1561 ; but of 
which there is a long series of editions, probably one for every year, all now however of exceeding rarity. 

A copy of the first edition, supposed to be unique, is in the valuable library of the Right Hon. Thomas 
6i«nville ; while the British Museum poss e ss es copies of five editions, namely, those of 1567, 1573, 1587, 
1598, and 1604. These all differ somewhat from one another, and are severally dedicated to the Lord 
Mayor of London for the time being (by name t), to the aldermen his brethren, and to the commoners 
of the same city. The following dedication, which is prefixed to the edition of 1567) and addressed to 
Roger Martin t, is here reprinted, as being one of the earliest specimens of Stew's writing § : — 

**AUk<mgk, rygkt honorabU and wonkipfiU, Iwu mytdfwnf ready to dedicate ^it my tmaU tra/tayU of 

Englyth Chronicles unto you, to the intent that through your protection it mipAl pott the tnarlingt of the ma- 

licioue, uihieh are alvays ready to hinder the good meanings of laborious men and studious vriters ; yet 

considering the occasions necessarily unto me offered, and duti/uUy to be considered, I thou^ good to begin 

itith the right honorable the Earl of Leicester. For speakyng nothing of my oum duty, the commodity qf 

my own countrymen moved me hereunto, seeing they were deceived through his authority by the Jumishing 

^^ cfafncdous abridgment in the fronture with his noble name, I thought good, and ^at after amendment 

&p promised and not performed, at vacant times, to take me to my old delectable studies, and after a 

^ I Summary of Engllsche Chronicles, faithfully collected, to acquire his Lordship's authority to the 

S:l dtfence of that, wherein another had both abused his lordship and deceived the expectation of the 

{ j^ common people. But nowe, at the request of the Printer and other of my loving friends, having 

^ § brought the same into a newe forme, such m may both ease the purse and the carriage, and yet nothing 

omitted convenient to be known ; and besidesall this,having example before my face to change my Patron 

(reserving still my Printer, as careful of his advantage rather than mine own), I am bold to submit it unto 

ifour honour and wordiips* protections together, that throu^ the thundering noise of empty tonnes and 

unfruitful grtthea of MomjM* offspring it be not {as it is pretended), d^aced, and overthrowne. TruUi*s 

quarrel it is, I lay before you, the which hath been {if not hitherto wholly pretermitted) truly miserably 

kamdled, mangled I should say, and such an hotche potte made of truth and lies together, that of the ignoramt 

in histories the one could not be discerned of the other. A strange case it is, and negligence shall I call it. 

In ihe SpisUe o** ignorance, that he, that was moved to write even for pity^s sake, to restore the truth to her 

Dedicatory. integrity, should commit so great errors, and so many, that he himself hctd need of a cor- 

• Tide his AnnaU under tbe yean ISM and 1576, and Survep ofLondon, pagea 96, 143, and 159, of this edition. 

f Thoa the edition of 1567 is dedicated to Roger Martin ; that of I57S to Lionel Ducket; that of 1587 to Sir George 
Bame; that of 1598 to Sir Richard Saltinstow; and that of 1604 to Sir Thomas Bennet, knight. 

I The iidlowlng is the title of this edition '.—The Summary of BngliMk Ckronietet (laUly eollteted and puhUtked), abridged 
and continued til this pre$eni Moneth of November^ in the yeare of our Lord God 1567, by J. S. Iwtprinted at London in 
FhU Sircte, ncre to St. DuntUnu^$ Ckurckt by Tkomat Marthc. 

S From these addresses we mvf get an insight into Stow's study, and gather many little hints as to his literary history. 

Thns in the edition of 1578, after stating that those who " to their great eostes and charges have brought hidden histories 
fhmi dusky darkness to the siglit of the would," frc, " deserve al least thankes for their pidnes, and to be misreported of 
none, seeing they have laboured for all,** he proceeds, " I write not this to oomplaine of some men's ingratitude towards 
me, although justlye I mighte ;" adding, ** It is now eight yeares since I, seeing the confUsed order of our late English 
Chronicles, and the ignorant handling of ancient afiUres (iMving mine own peculiar gaines), consecrated myself to the 
search of oar fiunons antiquities,'* kc. 

In 1587, he speaks of iU *' being now f^y tweniy-thrce yeari* since he so consecrated himself, and in 1598 of iu being " aev 
86 yeares i* while in the edition of 1604 the passage runs as follows :— " It is now nigh 45 yeares since I seeing the con- 
ftised order of our late English Chronicles, and the ignorant handling of ancient affaires, om aUo (by occasion being per- 
tuaded by the Earle of Leicester) ;" and in a side-note he adds, " I gave him a booke compiled by his grandfather Edmond 
Dudley** ** (leaving mine owne peculiar gaines), consecrated myself to the search of our famous antiquities. What I have done 
in them, the former editions of my Summaries, Chronicles, and Annales, with my Survey of the Cities of London, West- 
minster, and Boroagh of Southwarke, may well testify," ftc. 
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rtdUjir^ cutd truth rf a new lahtmrer. For me a heap cf old WMmmeniUy viUienat of ttoMv, and hright heamt 
€f the trvihf ean te^fy that I haw not meerted from the truth ; the jdnoh^ae lam ready at aid Hni«« to sAow 
for fiMiM omn waft oonduet offointt the adiDertaeiety to am I mod certain that he that pretendeth moet hath 
had very email ttore of auethan for hinudf brfore time, and now hath firaM^ hie mannerly Manuell 
with tuch merchandize {as to youUdall be moet manifett at yonr eonferenee)fthat by the buying of my Summary 
he Booured newly, or deanly altered hit old Abridgment, What pre-oeoupation or vAot intolenee it it 
then to traneferthat unto me that am farthett from ineh dealing. And yet having much better preeedentt before 
mineeyet{even that excellent learned Dr, Cooper, that I name no aneienter, whote order and detite prieatdy he 
eondemneth, and yet openly tramformeth into hit own Abridgment), hee aeouteth of counterfeiting hit volume 
and order, whereat it might be well taid unto him, *^ What hatt thou that thou heut not received of me.** 

But that I be not againtt my nature angry with my undeterred advertary, I will here tureeate to trouble 
you any further at thit time, mott eamettly requiring your honour and wonhipt aU, once again to take the 
tuition of thit Utile book upon you. The which, if I may perceive to be taken thankfully, and fruitfully 
uted to the amendment of tuch grott errors cu hitherto hone been in The Great Abridgments, and pretently 
are in the Manuell of the Chronycles of Englande, in The abridged Abridgement, in l^e briefe Colleo- 
Too manp name$ tion of Histories committed, I shall be encouraged to perfect that labour I have begun, and 
for a tri^. g^ worthy works of ancient authors that I have with great pains gathered together, and 

partly performed in M, Chaucer and other, I shaU be much incented by your gentleness to ptMiA to the 
commodity of all the Queen*s Majedy's lovirtg subjects, 

*' Your most humble, 

''JOHN STOW,** 

By the " thundering noise of empty tonnes and unfruitful graffes of Momus' offspring/' in the foregoing 
Dedication, Stow alludes to the labours of his contemporary, Richard Grafton, whose Abridgement, 
published in 1563, or Manned, as it was called in the edition of 1567, was a rival work to the Summary 
of our author. 

Grafton was no less ready than Stow at a punning and slighting allusion to the work of his brother 
chronicler, and accordingly sneered at '' the memories of supersticious foundations fables, and lyes 
foolishly Stowed together.'' As may be supposed, the quarrel was ** a very pretty quarrel," and how hot 
it waxed may be gathered from the following address " To the Reader," inserted by Stow in the edition 
of his Summary, published in 1573 : — 

^TO THB READER. 

** Calling to memory (gentle reader) with what diligence (to my great ood and charges) I have travailed in 

my late Summary of the Chronicles, as also the unhonest dealings of somebody towards me (whereof I have 

long since sufieierUly written and exhibited to the learned and honorable), I persuaded with mytdf to have 

SetHng {at iivere) t*irceated from thit kind of tracail wherein another hath uted to reap the fruit of my 

hiMtnark onamoiher labors. But now for divers causes thereto moving me, I have ortce again briefly run over 

this small abridgment, placing the yeare of our Lord, the yeare of the Kingt, with the 
Sherifs and Mayors of London, in afar more perfect and plain order than heretofore hath been publitked. 

** TouehinglU, Grafton his slanderous ^netle,though the tame with other hit abusing of me was answered by 

the leamedand honorable, €md by them forbidden to be reprinted, he hath nrue that time in hissecond impression 

placed his former lyittg prrface, wherein he hath these words : — Gentle reader, this one thing offendeth 

In ike first pagt the me 80 much, that I am inforced to purge mysel thereof, and show my simple and 

20 /iiMf. plain dealing therein. One John Stow, of whom I will say none evil on, hath pub- 

2*?iTiS^! '^^ ^^®^ • booke, and therem hath charged mee bitterly, but chiefly with two things. 

4. 5. 6. 4-e. The one that I have made K Hall's Chronicle my Chronicle, but not without 

mangling, and (as he saith) without any ingenuous and plain declaration thereof. The other thing 

that he chargeth me withal is, that a Chronicle of Hardmg which he hath, doth much differ from the 

Chronicle which under the said Harding's name was printed by me, as though I had falsified Harding's 

Chronicle, &c. 

oiirf'^ ^r**** "i'W answer, I say ^ the offence by me corwnitted requireth no such forced purgation, 
to the judgment of I have not SO bitterly charged him as he hath plainly accused himself fMy words be 
i'^'eomntending ^^''^' ^°^® ^^7 (without any ingenuous and plain declaration (thereof) hatlie pub- 
mine authors. lished, but not without mangling. Master Halles book for his own.' I named not 

Grafton. This is the frtL The second it thut .— 



LIFE AND WRITINGS OF JOHN STOW. ix 



iHA^JuZat *'^'^ Harding, ^-c. a^ibUed a ChnmieU (f England, tnth a Map or Detoription of 
J. Hmrdimg, ^ SooUand, to King Henry the ^jctk, vhkh Ckronide doth almost altogether differ from 
that which mider his mune waa imprinted hy Ri. Grafton. 

** After tkit, in the iome preface, he braggeth to kaw a O^ronioU of John Harding'i, MfHUen in the Latin 
tongue, vMek he arnnred hinudf I never taw, and donibtetk vkoher I mndentand. If he haee any tnch 
book, U iilike he would allege* U, a» he hath done many other authort, whereof I am better amnred he 
i RL OrafUmnevtr hath never teen 90 much OM the outmde of their booktf. If there he no 9u6h Ckronide of John 
t!!^^^.WaM^ ^*^*^*' ^ ^ ^^'^^ "»«^ needt be hard to under- 

kam, *H. of IMcn- ttand it, 

S;^S?L^ '^ Then he Mith my latter Summary d^ertth clean from the red. To thie I amwer, I 

!ul^S?/bt <L< A« ***" "^ <*a««^ either work or titU, but haw corrected my Jirtt book at I haw found 

Andetk them alleged bdter outhort. But he himadf hath made hit laet abridgment not only dean contrary to hit 
My Suwtmanf. ^^ hut the two impretiiont contrary the one to the other, and every one contrary to hit 

meer hidory. Far hit true alleging of authort let men judge by thote which are common in our vulgar tongue, 

at Pdioronkon, B, Fabian, Ed, Hall, Doctor Cooper, Look thote authort in thote yeart, and peradventurt 

ye Aallfind no tuch matter. Try, and then trutt,** 

But as the limits assigned to us will not admit of our entering into many such details as these, we must 
content ourselyes hy referring those desirous of becoming acquainted with the history of this literary 
squabble, to the pages of Ames' Typograpkieal Dictionary, wherein it will be found duly set forth at pages 
422 — 427 of the third volume of Dibdin*8 edition, and proceed to notice Stow's other claims to the giad- 
tude of posterity. 

Of his <" Annalet" Stow published four editions, riz. m 1580, 1592, 1601, and 1605 ; the last, which is 
the same as that of 1601, having only one sheet (Qqqq) reprinted, and the rest added being continued 
down to the 26th of March, 1605, only ten days before the author's death ; thus proving how he 
persevered in his labours even in the midst of poverty, sickness, and old age. The '' Annalet" are now 
generally known by the name of Stow's Chronicle, having been re-edited under that title by Edmond 
Howes in folio, 1615 and 1631. 

In addition to these publications illustrative of the general history of England, for which we are 
indebted to John Stow, it must be remembered that he caused the Floret Uittoriarum, compiled by 
Matthew of Westminster, to be printed in 1567, the Chronicle of Matthew Paris in 1571, and that of 
Thomas Walsingham in 1574, being strongly encouraged to this good work by the liberal patronage of 
Archbishop Parker ; and, lastly, that he himself had compiled *' a farre larger volume," which as we 
learn from his continuator Howes, he " purposed if hee had lived but one yeare longer to have put in 
print, but being prevented by death, left the same in his studie orderly written, readie for the presse, but 
it came to nothing." 

Of this unpublished Chronicle, described in his Annalet (edit 1592, p. 1295.) as a '' larger volume and 
historic of this iland," ^ readie for the presse," he thus speaks, at the conclusion of the edition of that work 
published in 1605, and which, as we have already observed, is continued down to within ten days of his 
death. 

** Thus, good reader, I desire thee to take these and other my labours in good part, like as I have pain- 
fully (to my great cost and charges) out of old hidden histories and records of antiquitie brought the 
same to light, and for thy great conmioditie bestowed them upon thee ; so shalt thou encourage me (if 
God permit me life) to publish or leave to posterity a farre larger volume, long since by me laboured, at 
the request and commandement of the Reverend Father, Matthew Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury ; 
but he then deceasing, my worke was prevented, by printing and reprinting (without warrant or well- 
liking) of Baigne Wdfet Collection, and other late commers, by the name of Baphaell Hdindied his 
Chronicle." 

The manuscript of this work, which, as we have seen, was ^ orderly written," is not known to be now 
in existence ; but it has been suggested that the book entitled, ** The Suecettiont of the History of England,** 
by John Stow, folio, 1638, and of which an account will be found in Lowndes' Bibliographer* t Manual, 
was a portion of this work. 

Among those works indirectly illustrative of English history, which owed their appearance to Stow's 
talents, industry, and good judgment, the Works of Chaucer must not be forgotten ; nor can the good 
Knrioe he rendered to the Father of English Poetry be better described than in his own words : — ** His 

• QmoU. 
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works" (he says, Tide p. 171 of this Yolame) were partly publifihed in print by William Caxton, in the 
reign of Henry YI., increased by William Thinner esqaire^ in the reign of Henxy YIII. ; corrected and 
twice increased through mine own painful labours, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to wit, in the year 
1661 ; and again beautified with notes by me, collected out of divers records and monuments, which I 
delivered to my loving friend, Thomas Speght ; and he having drawn the same into a good form and 
method, as also explained the old and obscure words, &c. hath published them in anno 1597>" 

As the works of Chaucer were twice increased through our author's own painful labours, so was that 
one to which he is perhaps indebted for the larger portion of his reputation, and which is now reprinted, 
The Surveif of London, 

This work, which has been pronounced by a late writer as being ^ now perfectly invaluable,'' was first 
published by him in 1698 (some copies have the date of 1599 on the title page), and again in 1603. 
From that time to the present the simple text of Stow has never been reprinted. A third edition of the 
work, with numerous additions, but no amendments, was published by Anthony Munday, who says he 
had the use of Stew's papers, in 1618, in quarto, as the others had been. A fourth edition by Munday 
and Dyson appeared in 1633. This was in folio. The fifth edition, edited by Strype, in two volumes, was 
published in 1720, and the sixth and last, by the same editor, appeared in 1764. 

The want of an edition of Stow's work in its original state, with its simple unadorned picture of London 
at the dose of the sixteenth and commencement of the seventeenth century, has long been felt ; and the 
present is an attempt to supply such an edition of our author's admirable work, accompanied simply by 
such notes illustrative of early manners, or explanatory of obsolete terms and usages, as might serve to 
bring Stow's vivid portraiture of London life distinctly beneath the eye of the general reader ; for it is 
to be remembered, that for such, and not for the mere student of antiquities, this reprint is intended *. 

On this principle the editor has felt it right to modernize the orthography, and instead of encumbering 
the volume with notes explanatory of the numerous minute variations of the text to be found between 
the two editions, take as the basis of the present work the edition of 1603, and give in the notes, the 
corresponding passages in the edition of 1598, wherever such variation gives a different version of 
the facts. 

One other point for which the memory of John Stow is to be honoured,' remains to be mentioned — his 
care in preserving for posterity the labour of his predecessors. Thus, when Heame undertook to print 
Leland, much of the original, which had been lost, was supplied by a transcript made by our author. 
This was, no doubt, the transcript alluded to by him at page 130 of the present work, and which he sold 
to Camden for an annuity of eight pounds a year. 

'* The fate and final disposal of Stow's Manuscript Collections," says one of his recent biographers f , 
^ have never been exactly traced. It is satisfactory to know, that many of them have, in various ways^ 
found a resting place in the BritiBh Museum Xy where the historical inquirer, who meets with his uncom- 
monly neat hand-writiting, may rejoice for a time, as in a pleasant pasture, disencumbered of the briars 
and thistles of the court and current hands in which many of the manuscripts of the same period are 
disguised. In the Harleian MS. 367^ are several papers more immediately relating to Stow's private 
affairs, his quarrel with Grafton, his petition for relief, &c., many of them bearing the marks of having 
been retained for a considerable time in the old chronicler's pocket." 



• An accompliihed friend of the editor of this volume, John Oough Nlchola, Esq. F.S. A., haa it in contemplmtion to pat 
forth, for the use of the antiquarian reader, an edition of Stow's text, formed, as this has heen, by a comparison of the first 
and second editions. When he does so, we trust he will accompany it by the notes which his extensive acquaintance with 
all matters connected with historical and genealogical literature would enable him to append : and by that life of John Stow 
which Mr. Bolton Comey has promised at his hands, and which, to use the language <tf that gentleman, his " hereditary 
love of research, and minute acquaintance with our national antiquities, peculiarly qualify him to undertake." 

I In the Gintlewutn's Magazine for January, 1837, pp. 48 — 52, accompanying a £sc simile of a contemporary engraving of 
Stow's portrait, in which he is designated " Antiquariu$ Anglia" which was found pasted to the back of the title of the 
" Survey" edit. 1603. Until this print was discovered, no other portrait of him was known besides the terracotta effigy 
on his monument. 

I Chiefly through the Collections of Sir Symond D'Ewes, among whose manuscripts. No. 245, was " Giraldus Cambrensis. 
translated by Mr. Stow, and wrote with his own hand." No. 146, Florentius Wigomiensis, a Continuation of him from 900 
to 1001 ; Aluredus Rievallensis, and Nicholas Trivet, all also translated and written by Stow. Smith's Cat. MS8. Ang. ii. 
387. These are now Nos. 551, 563. of the Harleian Collection, and many others may be traced in the Catalogue : see the 
index. 

To this it may be added, that the Harleian MS. No. 543, contains a volume of Stow's transcripts, fk-om the third of which, 
The Restoration of Edward the Fourth, the first publication of the Camden Society was derived. 



LIFE AND WRITINGS OF JOHN STOW. xi 



Sadi is a brief record of Stow's TariooB workfl, printed and manoscript — the busy labouis of a long 
and well-apent life — works, which, to use his own words, had ** cost him many a weary mile's travel, 
many a hard-earned penny and pomid, and many a cold winter's night's study." What think yoo then, 
reader, was the fiitte of him who travailed thus assidaously to presage the history of his country's great- 
ness t It was — ^to be honoured when living by the esteem of the good and of the learned, by the patronage 
and favour of Archbishop Parker, by the friendship of Lambarde, by the respect of Camden ; yet, as in 
the porsoit of his favourite study he had neglected his worldly calling, the result was — but the sad story 
shall be told in the words of one of his most enthusiastic admirers *. 

** Stow passed a prolonged life in the lote-making or wooing of truth +; and never had truth a more faith- 
ful admirer. England is indebted to him for the most elaborate coeval picture of the brilliant era of 
Elizabeth : and London, for the traces of her growth during six centuries ; but neither the nation nor 
the metropolis did him justice. Poverty was the unmeet companion of his latter years ; and when his 
claims were represented to the British Solomon, the British Solomon, in rtoompente of the toil of near 
half a eoitory, and as an encouragement to others, graciously permitted him to become a Mendicant I 
Beholdy in proof, one of the Curiosities of Literature I — 

* Jamny by the QraeeofCrod, King of England, Scotland, France and Irdand, Defender of the Faith, 
4[C, To aU our weU-^jeloved Subjectt greeting, 

' Whereat our lacing Subject John Slowe (a tery aged and worthy member of our dty of London) thie fite 
and forty yeen hath to hie great charge, and with negitct of hie ordinary meanee of maintenance (for thegenerall 
good, a§ well ofpotteritie ouof the pretent age J compiled and puhlithed diveree necemary booket, and Chroni- 
cUe ; cmd tharrfore we, in reeompente oftkeae hit painful labourt, and for encouragement to the like, hate in our 
royaU imelination ben pleated to graunt our Lettert Patentt under our great teale of England, dated the ei^Uh 
(f March, 1603, thereby cuUhorizing Urn, the tayd John Stowe, and hit deputiet, to collect amongtt our loteing 
tubjeett, theyr voluntary contribution and kinde gratuitiet ; at by the tayd Lettert Patentt more at large may 
appeare : Now, teeing that our tayd Patentt (being but one in themtdtetj cannot be diewed forth in direrte 
placet or pariAet at once (at the occationt of hit tpeedy putting them in execution may require) we have there- 
fore thou^ expedient in thit unutuall manner, to recommend hit oaute unto you ; having already, in our owne 
perton, and of our tpedall grace, begun the largeme for the example of othert. Oiten at our palace at 



V 



^ The true date of the Letters Patent cited in this document is the 8th of March, l(r04. Stow was 
then on the verge of his ei^tieth year, and dosed a life of labour on the 6th of April 1605, leaving a 
name which still acts as a charm on the lovers of English history." 

He lies buried in the church of St Andrew Undershaft, where the affection of his widow erected a 
monument to his memory, which exhibits a terra ootta figure of him sitting in a chair and reading X» 
When the Great Fire of London conunitted so many ravages, among the noble relics of foregone ages 
which then adorned that dty, the devouring element, as if pitying his fate, and honouring his labours, 
spared the monument of him who had so carefully preserved the history of IxMidon's greatness. 

I am indebted to the kindness of my friend, Mr. J. Payne Collier, for directing my attention to an 
allusion to Stow's poverty, written obviously in the interval between his death and the erection of his 
monument, which has hitherto esci4>ed the notice of his biographers. 

It is contained in Warner's AUAon*t England, which was originally published in 1586, and printed 
agam in 1592, 1597, 1606, and 1612. In 1602 was added for the first time, << an Epitome of the whole 
history of England in prose ;" and in 1606 was published " a Continuance of Albion's England," 
dedicated to Lord Chief Justice Coke. Some lines ^ To the Reader," which are prefixed to this 

• Bolton Cornej, in hU CurUniiUt of LUtraiure lUuttraUdt p. 55. 

t *' As early as 1565,** obtenret Mr. Bolton Comey, " be thus announced his viewi on the sublect of historical compo- 
sition, ' in kjftlorUt tiu dU^e *^hf*9 <^^ is to be dotprod is truth*;' and he added this caution on phrase-makers— 

*' Of smoothe and flatterynge speache, remember to take hede ; 
For trouthe in playn wordes may be tolde, of craft a lye hath nede.' " 

S We axe sorry," says Chalmers in his Biographical Dictionary, " to add a very dlsgracefiil circumstance to this account, 
whteh was not known to the editors of the edition of 1754, and which we have upon the authority of Maitland. After 
noticing this monument, and pa]ring a just compliment to the deceased's character, Maitland adds, ' that neither that nor 
any other consideration was sufficient to protect his repository fh>m being spoiled of his injured remains by certain men in 
the year I7SS, who removed his corpse to make way for another.** 
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^ Contmnuioe,*' make ioterestmg mention of the poverty of Spenser and Stow at the time of their deatha, 
tfioa^ die passage in sc»ne places is rather obsenre. 

** The Mm$utSt though themadTes they pteate. 

Their dotage els ifaids meede nor ease. 

▼ouch Spencer, in that rank piefen'd, 

P*r aeeidttU only interr'd. 

Nigh Venerahle Chaooer, lost. 

Had not kind Bingham rear'd hfan eost; 

Fbund next the doore, chnrch-onted neare, 

And yet a knight, arch-lanreat heere. 

Add Stow*! Ute antiquarian pen, 

That annal'd for ungrateftU men. 

Nezt-chronicler, omit it not, 

Hia lioenc't Basoni little got ; 

Lived poorely where he trophiei gave. 

Lies poorely there in notelesse grave." 

But though, as we have seen, the world smiled not upon Stow, though his toil and stady brought him 
no higher reward than the esteem of good men, and the approval of his own conscience, Providence, in 
its mercy, had gifted him with a humble, lowly, and religious spirit. He knew full well that *^ gain" was 
not *^ godliness," but that ^godliness with content is great riches ;" and that knowledge deprived lus 
poverty of its sting, and his old age of its fretfulness, and enabled him to live not merely a cheerful but 
a " merry old man." 

Ben Jonson, in his Conversations with Drummond of Hawthomden, has told how he jested with his 
own poverty, asking two mendicants whom they met what they would have to take him to their order * ; 
and Holland's Monumenta Sepulchraria Sanoti Pcudi (1614) furnishes another illustration of his lively 
temper : — ^^ Sir Philip Sidney and Sir Francis Walsingham have no tombes ; whereupon John Stow, 
saith a merry poet, wrote thus : — 

* Philip and Francis have no tombe. 
For great Christopher takes all the roome.' 

And no doubt but the merry poet was tke merry old man Stow hmtdfi',** 

But it is time to bring this notice to an end ; and we cannot find a better conclusion to it than the 
interesting sketch of hiB person and character, which has been handed down to us by his literary 
executor, Edmond Howes. 

^ He was tall of stature, leane of body and face, his eyes small and chrystaline, of a pleasant and 
cheerefull countenance ; his sight and memory very good ; very sober, mild, and courteous to any that 
required his instructions ; and retained the true use of all his senses unto the day of his death, being of 
an excellent memory. He alwaies protested never to have written any thing either for malice, feare, or 
favour, nor to seeke his owne particular gaine or vaine glory ; and that his only paines and care was to 
write trtUh, He could never ride, but travelled on foote unto divers cathedral churches, and other chiefe 
places of the land, to search records. He was very carelesse of scoffers, backbiters, and detractors. He 
lived peacefully, and died of the stone coUicke, being four score yeares of age, and was buried the 8th of 
April, 1605, in his parish church of Saint Andrewes Undershaft ; whose mural monument neere unto his 
grave was there set up at the charges of Elizabeth his wife." 

PBACB TO HIS MEMORY. 



* " John Stow had monstrous observations in his Chronicle, and was of his craft a tailor. He and I walking alone, he 
asked two cripples what they would have to take him to their order.**— JVbfs* <^ Ben Jonnn's Converiotions toUM WiUiam 
Drummond of Hawthornden, edited by David Laing, Esq., for the Shake$ptare Society. 

t It should have been stated in the note to this couplet at p. 12G, that it was written by Stow himself. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE ROBERT LEE, 

LORD MAYOR OF THE CITY OF LONDON. 

TO THE COMMONALTY AND CITIZENS OP THE SAME, 

I 

JOHN STOW, CITIZEN, WISHETH LONG HEALTH AND FELICITY. j 

SuiCE the first publishing of the perunbulation of Kent by that learned gentleman, William Lambert, 
Esq^ I have heard of sundry other able persons to have (according to the desire of that author) essayed 
to do somewhat for the particular shires and connties where they were bom oar dwelt ; of which none 
that I know (saving John Norden, for the counties of Middlesex and Hertford) have vouchsafed their 
labour to the common good in that behalf. And, therefore, concurring with the first, in the same desire 
to have drawn together such special descriptions of each place, as might not only make up a whole body 
of the English chorography amongst ourselves, but also might give occasion and courage to M. Camden 
to increase and beautify his singular work of the whole, to the view of the learned that be abroad, I 
have attempted the discovery of London, my native soil and country, at the desire and persuasion of 
tome of my good friends, as well because I have seen sundry antiquities myself touching that place, as 
also for that through search of records to other purposes, divers written helps are come to my hands, 
which few others have fortuned to meet withall ; it is a service that most agreeth with my professed 
travels ; it is a duty that I willingly owe to my native mother and country, and an ofiice that of right I 
bold myself bound in love to bestow upon the politic body and members of the same. What London 
hath been of ancient time men may here see, as what it is now every man doth behold. I know that 
the argument, being of the chief and principal city of the land, required the pen of some excellent 
artizan, but fearing that none would attempt and finish it, as few have essayed any, I chose rather 
(amongst other my labours) to handle it after my pfain manner, than to laave it unperformed. Touching 
the dedication, I am not doubtful where to seek my patron, since you be a politic estate of the city, as 
the walls and buildings be the material parts of the same. To you, therefore, do I address this my 
whole labour, as well that by your authority I may be protected, as warranted by your own skill and 
understanding of that which I have written. I confess that I lacked my desire to the accomplishment 
of some special parts *, which some other of better ability promised to perform ; but as I then professed, 
have since out of mine old store-house added to this work many rare notes of antiquity, as may appear 
to the reader, which I do afford in all duty, and recommend to your view, my labours to your oonsider- 
atioD, and myself to your service, during life, in this or any other. 

* The Dedication of the flnt edition Is preciiely the eame, except in the concluding paragraph, which there standi as 
ftiQows :— 

" I confess that I lacked my desire to the accomplishment of some spedaU partes : but I trust hereafter that shal 
be lappUed, and I professe (if more touching this worke come unto me) to aflbrde it, in all dutie. In the meantime I 
Kcommend this to your view, my laboures to your consideration, and myself to your service (as I have professed during 
life) in this or any other." 
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THE ORIGINAL, ANTIQUITY, INCREASE, MODERN ESTATE, ANEf 

DESCRIPTION OF THAT CITY. 



As the Roman writers*, to glorify the city of 
Rome, deriye the original thereof from gods and 
demi-gods, hy the Trojan progeny, so Geoffrey of 
M<mmoath, the Welsh historian, deduceth the 
ibondation of this famous city of London, for the 
greater glcny thereof, and emulation of Rome, 
&om the very same original f. For he reporteth 
th^ Brute, lineally descended from the demi-god 
iBneas, the son of Venus, daughter of Jupiter, 
about the year of the world 2855, and 1 108 Inefore 
the nativity of Christ, built this city near unto the 
river DOW called Thames, and named it Troynovant, 
or Trenovant. But herein, as Livy, the most fa- 
mous historiographer of the Romans, writeth, an- 

* How careful and painstaking Stow was in the reyision 
of hia Surrey of London, and how great were the alterationi 
and additiona he made to the teoood edition of it, may be 
Jvdged from the manner in which he re-compoied and 
enlaised this introductory paragraph, which in the edition 
of 1598 ia at follows :— 

** Aa Rome, the chiefe dtie of the world, to glorifie it 
selfSe, drew her orlginall from the gods, goddesses, and 
demy goda, by the Trojan progeny, so this famous dtie of 
Loodoo for greater glorie, and in emulation of Rome, de- 
lircch itselfe fh>m the very same orlginall. For, as Jeflreyeof 
MoDmotb, the Welche historian, reporteth, Brute descended 
fnm the demy god Eneas, the sonne of Venus, daughter of 
Jupiter, aboute the yeare of the world 2855, the yeare before 
Chriate'i nativitle, UOS, builded a cltie neare unto a river 
now called Thames, and named it Troynovant, or Treno- 
vant" 

And here it may be observed, that in every case in which 
the edition of 1598 gives a different ver»ion of facts, such 
variation will be found pointed out in the notes to the pre- 
wnt edition. 

t Though Geoffirey of Monmouth is responsible for this 
fidmlous story of the foundation of Trinovantum by Brute, 
vhieh he has preserved in the 17th chapter of the 1st book 
of his BriiiMh Hutorjf (see Thompson's translation, p. 37); 
the tradition of the descent of the Britons from Brute rests 
oo much earlier authority ; thai of the UUtoria Britonum, 
ascribed to Nennius, vide p. 9, of the edition published by 
the Engliah Uiatoirical Sodiety, under the editorship of Mr. 
Stevenson. 



tiquity is pardonable, and hath an especial privi- 
lege, by mterlacing divine matters with human, 
to make the first foundation of cities more honour- 
able, more sacred, and, as it were, of greater 
majesty. 

King Lud (as the aforesaid Greoffrey of Mon- 
mouth noteth) afterwards not only repaired this 
city, but also increased the same with fair build- 
ings, towers, and walls, and after his own name 
called it Cairo- Lud *, as Lud's town ; and the 
strong gate which he built in the west part of the 
city he likewise, for his own honour, named Lud- 
gate. 

This Lud had issue two sons. Androgens and 
Theomantius, who being not of age to govern at the 
death of their father, their uncle Cassibelan took 
upon him the crown ; about the eighth year of 
whose reign, Julius Ceeear arrived in Uiis land with 
a great power of Romans to conquer it ; the man- 
ner of which conquest I will summarily set down 
out of his own Conmientaries, which are of far 
better credit than the relations of Geoffrey Mon- 
mouth. 

The chief government of the Britons, and order- 
ing of the wars, was then by common advice com- 
mitted to Cassibelan, whose seigniory was separated 
from the cities towutis the sea-coast by the river 
cnlled Thames, about fourscore miles from the sea. 
This Cassibelfui, in times past, had made continual 
war upon the cities adjoining ; but the Britons 
being moved with the Roman invasion, had resolved 
in that necessity to make him their sovereign, and 
general of the wars (which continued hut between 
the Romans and them) ; but in the mean while the 
TrojTiovants, which was then the strongest city 
well near of all those countries (and out of which 
city a young gentleman, called Mandubrace, upon 
confidence of Csesar's help, came unto him into 
the main-land of Gallia, now called France, and 
thereby escaped death, which he should have suf- 

* Cair LuHdeim, in the list of andent British dties, pn- 
aerved in Nennius. 
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MandatarBce and the Trinobiy^ffe 
yield to Cesar, who defev9^,thezii. 
Trinohantum, new London.* • 
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London mott fiunooi for merchants 
and intercourse. The Britons went 
naked, their bodies painted. 
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fered &t Cassibelan's hftqdl^sent their ambassadors 
to Csesar, promising *to* jield unto him, and to do 
what he should comi^and them instantly, desiring 
him to protect M^u^ubrace from the furious ty- 
ranny of Cassib^an^^and to send him into their city 
with authuritv W,t*&e the government thereof upon 
him. Ceesar.aocsjfted the offer, and appointed them 
to give untliliioi forty hostages, and withal to find 
him grain fi)r "his army ; and so sent he Mandu- 
brace'aoto them. 

When 'ethers saw that Csesar had not only de- 
fen^ell^he Trinobants against Cassibelan, but had 
alfl(>^^Y^ them harmless from the pillage of his 
owji*Bdldier8, then did the Conimagues, Segontians, 
*At»calits, Bibrokes, and Cassians, likewise submit 
•tlve^nselves unto him ; and by them he learned that 
.liot far from thence was Cassibelan's town, fortified 
>fvith woods and marsh ground, into the which he 
had gathered a great number both of men and 
cattle. 

For the Britons call that a town (saith Ceesar), 
when they have fortified a cumbersome wood with 
a ditch and rampart, and thither they resort to 
abide the approach of their enemies ; to this place 
therefore marched Ceesar with his legions ; he 
found it excellently fortified, both of nature and by 
man's advice ; nevertheless, he resolved to assault 
it in two several places at once, whereupon the 
Britons, being not able to endure the force of the 
Romans, fled out at another part, and left the town 
unto him : a great number of cattle he found there, 
and many of the Britons he slew, and others he 
took in the chase. 

Whilst these things were doing in these quarters, 
Cassibelan sent messengers into Kent, which lieth 
upon the sea, in which there reigned then four par- 
ticular kings, named Cingetorex, Carvill, Taxima- 
gull, and Segonax, whom he commanded to raise 
all their forces, and suddenly to set upon and as- 
sault the Romans in their trenches by the sea-side ; 
the which, when the Romans perceived, they sal- 
lied out upon them, slew a great sort of them, and 
taking Cingetorex their noble captain prisoner, 
retired themselves to their camp in good safety. 

When Cassibelan heard of this, and had formerly 
taken many other losses, and found his country 
sore wasted, and himself left almost alone by the 
defection of the other cities, he sent ambassadors 
by Comius of Arras to Caesar, to intreat with him 
concerning his own submission ; the which Csesar 
did accept, and taking hostages, assessed the realm 
of Britain to a yearly tribute, to be paid to the 
people of Rome, giving strait charge to Cassi- 
belan that he should not seek any revenue upon 
Mandubrace or the Trinobantes, and so withdrew 
his army to the s^i again. 

Thus far out of Csesar's Commentaries concern- 
ing this history, which happened in the year before 
Christ's Nativity, 54. In all which process there 
is for this purpose to be noted, that Ceesar namcth 
the city of Trinobantes, which hath a resemblance 
with Troynova, or Trinobantum, having no greater 
difference in the orthography than changing b into 
V, and yet maketh an error whereof I will not 
argue ; only this I will note, that divers learned men 
do not think << evoUat Trinobantum" to be well and 
truly translated, ** the city of the Trinobantes ;" 
but it should rather be the state, commonalty, or 
seigniory of the Trinobantes ; for that Coesar in 



his Commentaries useth the word eivUcu, only for 
a people living under one and the selfsame prince 
and law ; but certain it is that the cities of the 
Britoi^ were in those days neither artificially built 
with houses, nor strongly walled with stone, but 
were only thick and cumbersome woods, plashed 
within and trenched about. And the like in effect 
do other the Roman and Greek authors directly 
affirm, as Strabo, Pomponius Mela, and Dion a 
senator of Rome, which flourished in the several 
reigns of the Roman emperors, Tiberius, Claudius, 
Domitian, and Severus ; to wit, that before the 
arrival of the Romans the Britons had no towns, 
but called that a town which had a thick entangled 
wood, defended, as I said, with a ditch and bank, 
the like whereof, the Irishmen, our next neigh- 
bours, do at this day call Fastness *. But after that 
these hither parts of Britain were reduced into the 
form of a province by the Romans, who sowed the 
seeds of civility over all Europe ; this city, what- 
soever it was before, began to be renowned, and of 
fame. For Tacitus, who first of all authors nameth 
it Londinum, saith, that in the 62nd year after 
Christ, it was, albeit no colony of the Romans, yet 
most famous for the great multitude of merchants, 
provision, and intercourse. At which time, in that 
notable revolt of the Britons from Nero, in which 
70,000 Romans and their confederates were slain, 
this city, with Verulam, near St. Albans, and Mai- 
den, in Essex, then all famous, were ransacked and 
spoiled. For Suetonius Paulinus, then lieutenant 
for the Romans in this isle, abandoned it, as not 
then fortified, and left it to the spoil. 

Shortlv after, Julius Agricola, the Roman lieu- 
tenant, in the time of Domitian, was the first 
that by adhorting the Britons publicly, and helping 
them privately, won them to build houses for them- 
selves, temples for the gods, and courts for justice, 
to bring up the noblemen's children in good letters 
and humanity, and to apparel themselves Roman 
like, whereas before (for the most part) they went 
naked, painting their bodies, &c. as all the Roman 
writers have observed. 

True it is, I confess, that afterwards many cities 
and towns in Britain, under the government of the 
Romans, were walled with stone, and baked bricks 
or tiles, as Richborrow or Ryptacester f , in the Isle 
of Thanet, until the channel altered his course, 
beside Sandwich in Kent ; Verulamium X beside 
St. Albans, in Hertfordsliire ; Cilcester § in Hamp- 
shire ; Wroxcester |1 in Shropshire ; Kencester ^ in 

* " The like whereof the Irishmen, our next neighbours, 
doe at tliis day call paee$." 1st edit. p. 4. 

A distinguished Irish antiquary, to whom I applied for an 
explanation of this passage, informs me that the word 
** paces" is not Irish, nor is its meaning known to him. 

t Rlchborough, about one mile and a half f^om Sandwich, 
the Rutupium of the Romans, was a place of great import- 
ance until destroyed by the Danes in- 1010. 

I On the banks of the river Verlam, opposite to St. Alban's, 
which is supposed to have arisen out of its ruin. 

} Silchester, in Hampshire, seven miles firom Basing- 
stoke ; the Caer Stgont of the Britons, and Segontium of the 
Romans, and Siieuter of the Saxons. Leland states its 
walls to have been two miles in compass. 

II Wroxeter, five miles from Shrewsbury. Its walls are 
stated to have been three yards in thickness, and to have 
extended for a circumference of three miles. 

f Kenchester, three miles firom Hereford, supposed to be 
the Ariconium of the Romans. 
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Herefordshire, three miles from Hereford town ; 
lUbcester *, seven miles abore Preston, on the water 
of Rible ; Aldburgh f , a mile from Boroughbridge, 
or Watling Street, on Ure river, and others ; and 
no doubt but this city of London was also walled 
with stone, in the time of the Roman government 
here, but yet very lately, for it seemeth not to have 
been walled in the year of our Lord 296, because 
in that year, when Alectus the tyrant was slain in 
the field, the Franks easily entered London, and 
had sacked the same, had not God, of* his great 
favour, at the very instant, brought along the river 
of Thames, certain bands of Roman soldiers, who 
slew those Franks in every street of the city t- 

WALL ABOUT THE CITT OF LONDON. 

In few years after, as Simeon of Durham, an 
ancient writer, reporteth, Helen, the mother of 

* REbchester, six miles firom Blackburn, in Lancashire, 
supposed to be the lUgo-dunum of the Romans. 

t AMboroagh, in the West Riding of Yorkshire, the Isu- 
fMMi Brigtmtimm of the Romans. 

} The following letter on the suttject of ** Roman Remains 
in London,'* appeared in the Tim*i of the 14th of July, 1835, 
•ad as it deserves to be reprinted, not only on account of the 
infbrmatloD it contains, but for the sound antiquarian views 
of the writer (Mr. Akerman, author of the Numismatic 
Manual), we avail ourselves of it, as a fitting commentary 
upon Stew's narrative. 

" The discovery of animal remains beneath the foundation 
of the White Tower, to which your correspondent alludes, is 
well deserving the attention of the antiquary and local his- 
torian ; and it is to be regretted, that those who have written 
CO the antiquities of London have firequently neglected to 
avail themselves of such facts. Not only the city, but the 
borough of Southwark, and many other puis of the suburbs 
of the metropolis, abound in remains which clearly belong 
to the period when the Romans held dominion in this island. 
Tessellated pavements, urns, utensils, coins, and other ob- 
jects, are repeatedly discovered during the progress of exca- 
vations in London ; even within these few days past similar 
relks have been disinterred in St. Olave's parish by the 
wwkmen employed on the London and Greenwich Railway. 
During the formation of the great sewer in King William- 
street, previous to the opening of the new bridge, numerous 
Roman remains were disinterred. On the side of Crooked- 
fauDe, near the church, a large quantity of tessellated pave- 
ment, in good preservation, but of rude construction, was 
discovered, together with various articles of pottery, con- 
sisting of amphorc, paterae, and others, to which it would 
be diffleult to assign a name and purpose. Two glass vessels, 
resembling those which our anUquaries term lachrymatories, 
were found at this spot, many feet below the foundations of 
tlie houses. Coins of Nero, Vespasian, Nerva, and Trajan, 
were found between Crooked-lane and Eastcheap ; and near 
the walla of St. Michael's church a deep cavity, resembling 
a weD, vras crammed with fragments of pottery and the 
bones and home of animals, in all probability the remains of 
saeriAees during the Roman possession. From the latter 
drcnmstanee, there wpptu to be strong grounds for conjec- 
ture, that a temple to some deity had once occupied the spot 
upon which the church lately stood. Our English antiqua- 
ries inform us that St. Paul's and Westminster Abbey stand 
oo the sites of templee to the Roman deities ; and it is not 
nnworthy (rf remark, that excavations in the neighbourhood 
of our London churchea have very frequently led to the 
discovery of the bones and horns of animals, mingled with 
fragments of Roman pottery. Thus it would appear, that 
upon the introduction of Christianity in England, the Pagan 
temples were in some cases either appropriated to the true 
vonhip, or destroyed to make room for more becoming 
st iuc tu ie a . I m^ aaftly affirm, that a frail description of all 



Constantine the Great, was the first that iuwalled 
this city, about the year of Christ, 306 ; but how- 
ever those walls of stone might have been built by 
Helen, yet the Britons, I know, had no skill of 
building with stone, as it may appear by that which 
followeth, about the year of Christ 399, when Ar- 
cadius and Houorius, the sons of Theodosius Mag- 
nus, governed the empire, the one in the east, the 
other in the west ; for Honorius having received 
Britain, the city of Rome was invaded and destroyed 
by the Goths, after which time the Romans left to 
rule in Britain, as being employed in defcuce of 
their territories nearer home, whereupon the Bri- 
tons, not able to defend themselves against the 
invasions of their enemies, were many years toge- 
ther under the oppression of two most cruel nations, 
the Scots and Picts, and at the length were forced 
to send their ambassadors with letters and lament- 
able supplications to Rome, requiring aid and suc- 
cour from thence, upon prc>mif>e of ^eir continual 
fealty, so that the Romans would rescue them out 
of the hands of their enemies. Hereupon the 
Romans sent mito them a legion of armed soldiers, 
which coming into this island, and encountering 
with the enemies, overthrew a great number of 
them, and drove the rest out of the frontiers of the 
country ; and so setting the Britons at liberty, 
counselled them to make a wall, extending all 
along between the two seas, which might be of 
force to keep out their evil neighbours, and then 
returned home with great triumph. The Britons 
wanting masons built that wall, not of stone as they 
were advised, but made it of turf, and that so 
slender, that it served little or nothing at all for 
their defence, and the enemy perceiving that the 
Roman legion was returned home, forthwith arrived 
out of their boats, invaded the borders, overcame 
the country, and, as it were, bore down all that was 
before them. 

Whereupon ambassadors were eftsoon dis- 
patched to Rome, lamentably beseeching that they 
would not suffer their miserable country to be 
utterly destroyed : then again another legion was 
sent, which coming upon a sudden, made a great 
slaughter of the enemy, and chased him home, even 
to his own country. These Romans at their de- 
parture, told the Britons plainly, that it was not 
for their ease or leisin*e to take upon them any 
more such long and laborious journeys for their 
defence, and therefore bade them practise the use 
of armour uid weapons, and learn to withstand 
their enemies, whom nothing else did make so 

the Roman remains which have been brought to light in this 
city during the last twenty years would occupy a good sized 
volume ; and yet, strange to say, the Corporation of London 
have no museum as a depository for such relics I I cannot 
conclude these hasty remarks without allusion to a remark- 
able fiut ; namely, that while we have but few vestiges of 
Uie antiquities of our ancestors, innumerable relics of a 
people, whose seat of empire was far distant from this islaqd, 
are perpetually discovered, to the delight of the antiquary 
and the confruion of the sceptical, who assert that the his- 
tories of past times are built on fkble and conjecture." 

Mr. Akerman's opinion, that "on the introduction of 
Christianity into England, the Pagan temples were appro- 
priated to the true worship, or destroyed for the purpose of 
raising fitter structures upon their sites," is one which is 
likewise entertained by the learned Dr. Jacob Grimm. See 
hia DevlscAe Mftkologie, Introd. p. 31. 
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Strong as their faint heart and cowardice ; and for 
80 much aa they thought that it would be no small 
help and encouragement unto their tributary friends 
whom they were now forced to forsake *, they built 
for them a wall of hard stone from the west sea to 
the east sea, right between those two cities, which 
were there made to keep out the enemy, in the self- 
same place where Severus before had cast his 
trench. The Britons also putting to their helping 
hands as labourers. 

This wall they built eight feet thick in breadth, 
and twelve feet in height, right, as it were by a line, 
from east to west, as the ruins thereof remaining 
in many places until this day do make to appear. 
Which work, thus perfected, they give the people 
strait charge to look well to themselves, they 
teach them to huidle their weapons, and they 
instruct them in warlike feats.' And lest by the 
sea-side southwards, where their ships lay at har- 
bour, the enemy should come on land, they made 
up sundry bulwai'ks, each somewhat distant from 
the other, and so bid them farewell, as minding no 
mure to return. This happened in the days of the 
Emperor Theodosius the younger, almost 500 years 
after the first arrival of the Romans here, about 
the year after Christ's incarnation, 434. 

The Britons after this, continuing a lingering and 
doubtful war with the Scots and Picts, made choice 
of Vortigem to be their king and leader, which man 
(as saith Malmesbury f) was neither valorous of 
courage, nor wise of counsel, but wholly given over 
to the unlawful lusts of his flesh ; the people like- 
wise, in short time, being grown to some quietnes.s, 
gave themselves to gluttony and drunkenness, pride, 
contention, envy, and such other vices, casting 
from them the yoke of Christ. In the mean season, 
a bitter plague fell among them, consuming in 
short time such a multitude, that the quick were 
not sufficient to bury the dead ; and yet the rem- 
nant remained so hardened in sin, that neither 
death of their friends, nor fear of their own danger, 
could cure the mortaUty of their souls, whereupon 
a greater stroke of vengeance ensued upon the 
whole sinful nation. For being now again infested 
with their old neighbours the Scots and Picts, they 
consult with their king Vortigem Xt and send for the 
Saxons, who shortly after arrived here in BritMU, 
where, saith Bede, they were received as friends ; 
but as it proved, they minded to destroy the coun- 
try as enemies ; for after that they had driven out 
the Scots and Picts, they also drove the Britons, 
some over the seas, some into the waste mountains 
of Wales and Cornwall, and divided the country 
into divers kingdoms amongst themselves. 

These Saxons were likewise ignorant of building 
with stone until the year 680 ; for then it is affirmed 
that Benet, abbot of Wirrall §, master to the reve- 
rend Bede, first brought artificers of stone houses 
and glass windows into this island amongst the 
Saxons, arts before that time unto them unknown, 
and therefore used they but wooden buildings. 
And to this accordeth Policronicon, who says, 
" that then had ye wooden churches, nay wooden 

* Whitchendus. Whittichind, a monk of Corvay. who died 
about the year 1000, wrote a History of the Saxona down to 
973, which was published at Basle by Hervagius in 1532. 

t Malmesbury, Bede. 

I Whitchendus, Bede. 

§ Benedict, abbot of Wearmouth. 
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chalices and golden priests, but since golden cha- 
lices and wooden priests.*' And to Imit up this 
argument, king Edgar in his charter to the abbey 
of Malmesbury, dated the year of Christ 974, hath 
words to this effect : ''All the monasteries in my 
realm, to the outward sight, are nothing but worm- 
eaten and rotten timber and boards, and that 
worse is, within they are almost empty, and void of 
Divine service." 

Thus much be said for walling, not only in re- 
spect of this city, but generally also of the first 
within the realm. Now to return to our Trinobant 
(as Csesar hath it), the same is since by Tacitus, 
Ptolemseus, and Antoninus, called Londinium, Lon- 
gidinum ; of Ammiamus, Lundinum, and Augusta, 
who calleth it an ancient city ; of our Britons, 
J.undayne ; of the old Saxons, Lundenceaster, 
Lundenbrig, Londennir ; of strangers Londra 
and Londres ; of the inhabitants, London ; whereof 
you may read a more large and learned discourse, 
and how it took the name, in that work of my loving 
friend. Master Camden, now ClArencieux, which is 
called " Britannia." 

This city of London having been destroyed and 
burnt by the Danes uid omer Pagan enemies, 
about the year of Christ, 839, was by Alfred, king 
of the West Saxons, in the year 886, repaired, 
honourably restored, and made again habitable. 
Who also committed the custody thereof unto his 
son-in-law, Ethelred, Earl of Mercia, unto whom 
before he had given his daughter Ethelfled. 

And that this city was then strongly walled may 
appear by divers accidents, whereof William of 
Malmsbury hath, that about the year of Christ 
994, the Londoners shut up their gates, and de- 
fended their king Ethelred within their walls against 
the Danes. 

In the year 1016*, Edmund Ii-onsides reigning 
over the West Saxons, Canute the Dane bringing 
his navy into the west part of the bridge, cast a 
trench about the city of London, and then attempted 
to have won it by assault, but Uie citizens repulsed 
him, and drove them from their walls. 

Also, in the year 1052, Earl Goodwin, with his 
navy, sailed up by the south end of the bridge, and 
so assailed the walls of this city. 

William Fitzstephen, in the reign of King Henry 
II., writing of the walls of this city, hath these 
words : ** The wall is high and great, well towered 
on the north side, with due distances between the 
towers. On the south side also the city was walled 
and towered, but the fishful river of Thames, with 
his ebbing and flowing, hath long since subverted 
them." 

By the north side, he meaneth from the river of 
Thames in the east to the river of Tham^ in the 
west, for so stretched the wall in his time, and the 
city being far more in length from east to west 
than in breadth from south to north, and also nar- 
rower at both ends than in the midst, is there- 
fore compassed with the wall on the land side, in 
form of a bow, except denting in betwixt Cripple- 
gate and Aldersgate ; but the wall on the south 
side, along by the river of Thames, was straight as 
the string of a bow, and all furnished with towers 
or bulwarks (as we now term them) in due distance 
every one from other, as witiiesseth our author, and 

* Asser, Marianus, Florentiut. 
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ourselves may behold from the land side. This may 
suffice for proof of a wall, and form thereof, about 
this city, and the same to have been of great anti- 
quity as any other within this realm. 

And now touching the maintenance and repair- 
ing the said wall. I read, that in the year 1215, 
the 16th of King John *,the barons, entering the city 
by Aldgate, first took assurance of the citizens, 
then bnUce into the Jews* houses, searched their cof- 
fers to fill their own purses, and after with great 
diligence repaired the walls and gates of the city 
with stones taken from the Jews' broken houses. 
In the year 1257, Henry III. caused the walls of 
this city, which were sore decayed and destitute of 
towers, to be repaired in more seemly wise than 
before, at the conmion charge of the city. Also 
in the year 1282 f , King Edi^trd I. having granted 
to Robert Kilwarby, archbishop of Canterbury, 
license for the enlarging of the Blackfiriars* church, 
to break and take down a part of the wall of the 
dty, from Ludgate to the river of Thames ; he also 
granted to Henry Wales, mayor, and the citizens of 
London, the favour to take, toward the making of 
the wall and enclosure of Uie city, certain customs 
or toll, as appeareth by his grant. This wall was 
then to be made from Ludgate west to Fleet bridge 
along behind the houses, uid along by the water of 
the Fleet unto the river of Thames. Moreover, in 
the year 1310, Edward II. commanded the citizens 
to niake up the wall already begun, uid the tower 
at the end of the same wall, within the water of 
Thames near unto the Blackfriars, &c. 1328, the 
2nd of Edward III., the walls of this city were 
repaired. It was also granted by King Richard 
n. in the tenth year of his reisn, that a toll should 
be taken of the wares sold by land or by water for 
ten years, towards the repairing of the walls, and 
cleansing of the ditch about London. In the 17th 
of Edward IV. Ralph Joceline, mayor, caused part 
of the wall about the city of London to be re- 
paired ; to wit, betwixt Aldgate and Aldersgate t< 
He also caused Moorfield to be searched for clay, 
and brick thereof to be made and burnt ; he like- 
irise caused chalk to be brought out of Kent, and 
to be burnt into lime in the same Moorfield, for 
more furtherance of the work. Then the Skinners 
to begin in the east made that part of the wall 
betwixt Aldgate and Bevis Marks, towards Bishops- 
gate, as may appear by their arms in three places 
fixed there : the mavor, with his company of the 
Drapers, made all that part betwixt Bishopsgate 



* Bofer of Wendover, Matthew Paris, Ranul. CoggeshalL 

t Matt. Pftria. 

t The reader desirous of information touching the old wall 
of the eity, and indeed of its Roman remains generally, is 
referred to a very agreeable paper by Mr. Craik, entitled 
" Roman London,** in Knight's London, vol. i. p. 145, et seq. ; 
SBd to the eommanications made to the Arclueologia, on the 
>ab}eet of the Roman Remains which have been discovered 
doling the great alterations and improvements which the 
dty has undergone of late years, by Mr. C. Roach Smith, 
F.S.A., a gentleman, who adds to great ability for conducting 
toilar inquiries, a spirit of perseverance which leads to the 
most satisfactory results. The perusal of these papers 
can scarcely Csil to establish in the mind of the reader the 
Tciy curious Cut, that " even during the period of the Roman 
oeeapaiion, the original Roman London had been in great 
part superseded by a new eity built over it, and out of its 
mioa.'' See also the note on Aldersgate, p. 14. 



and Allhallows church, and from Allhallows towards 
the postern called Moorgate. A great part of the 
same wall was repaired by the executors of Sir 
John Crosby, late alderman, as may appear by his 
arms in two places there fixed : and other com- 
panies repaired the rest of the wall to the pcwtem 
of Cripplegate. The Goldsmiths repaired from 
Cripplegate towards Aldersgate, and there the 
work ceased. The circuit of the wall of London 
on the land side, to wit, from the tower of London 
in the east unto Aldgate, is 82 perches ; from Aid- 
gate to Bishopsgate, 86 perches ; from Bishopsgate 
m the north to the postern of Cripplegate, 162 
perches ; from Cripplegate to Aldersgate, 'Jb 
perches ; from Aldersgate to Newgate, 66 perches ; 
from Newgate in the west to Ludgate, 42 perches ; 
in mi, 513 perches of assize. From Ludgate to the 
Fleet-dike west, about 60 perches ; from Fleet- 
bridge south to the river Thames, about 76 
perches ; and so the total of these perches amount- 
eth to 643, every perch consisting of five yards and 
a half, which do yield 3536 yards and a half, contain- 
ing 10,608 feet, which make up two English miles 
and more by 608 feet. 



OP ANOENT AND PRESENT RIVEBS, BROOKS, BOURNS, 
POOLS, WELLS, AND CONDUITS OP FRESH WATER, 
SERVING THE CITT, AS ALSO OP THE DITCH COMPASS- 
ING THE WALL OF THE SAME FOR DEFENCE THEREOF. 

Anqentlt, until the Conqueror's time, and two 
hundred years after, the city of London was watered, 
besides the famous river of Thames on the south 
part, with the river of Wells, as it was then called, 
on the west ; with the water called Walbrooke nm- 
ning through the midst of the city in the river of 
Thames, serving the heart thereof; and with a 
fourth water or bourn, which ran within the city 
through Langbome wurd, watering that part in 
the east. In the west suburbs was also another 
great water, called Oldbome, which had its fall 
into the river of Wells ; then were there three prin- 
cipal fountains, or wells, in the other suburbs ; to 
wit. Holy well, Clement's well, and Clarkes' well. 
Near unto tliis last-named fountain were divers 
other wells, to wit. Skinners' well. Fags' well, Tode 
well, Loder's well, and Radwell. All which said 
weUs, having the fall of their overflowing in the 
aforesaid river, much increased the stream, and in 
that place gave it the name of Well. In West 
Smithfield there was a pool, in records called 
Horsepoole, and one other pool near unto the 
parish church of St. Giles without Cripplegate. 
Besides all which, they had in every street and lane 
of the city divers fair wells and fresh springs ; and 
after this manner was this city then served with 
sweet and fresh waters, which being since decayed, 
other means have been sought to supply the want, 
as shall be shown. But first of the aforenamed 
rivers and other waters is to be said, as following : 
Thames, the most famous river of this island, 
bcginneth a little above a village called Winch- 
combe, in Oxfordshire ; and still increasing, passeth 
first by the University of Oxford, and so with a 
marvellous quiet course to London, and thence 
breaketh into the French ocean by main tides, 
which twice in twenty-four hours' space doth ebb 
and flow more than sixty miles in length, to the 
great commodity of travellers, by which all kind of 
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merchandise be easily conveyed to London, the 
principal store-house and staple of all commodities 
within this realm ; so that, omitting to speak of 
great ships and other vessels of burthen, there 
pertaineth to the cities of London, Westminster, 
and borougli of Southwark, abore the number, as 
is supposed, of 2000 wherries and other small 
boats, whereby 3000 poor men, at the least, be set 
on work and maintained. 

That the river of Wells, in the west part of the 
city, was of old so called of the wells, it may 
be proved thus : — William the Conqueror, in his 
charter to the college of St Marten le Grand, in 
London, hath these words : '^ I do give and grant 
to the same church all the land and the moor with- 
out the postern, which is called Cripplegate, on 
either part of the postern ; that is to say, from the 
north comer of the wall, as the river of the Wells, 
there near running, departeth the same moor from 
the wall, unto the running water which entereth 
the city *." This water hath long since been called 
the river of the Wels, which name of river con- 
tinued ; and it was so called in the reign of 
Edward L, <is shall be shown, with also the decay 
of the said river. In a fair book of parliament 
records, now lately restored to the Tower, it ap- 
peareth f that a parliament being holden at CarlUe 
in the year 1307, the 36th of Edward I., •* Henr>' 
Lacy, earl of Lincoln, complained, that whereas in 
times past the course of water, running at London 
under Oldebome bridge and Fleete bridge into 
the Thames, had been of such breadth and depth, 
that ten or twelve ships navies at once, with mer- 
chandise, were wont to come to the foresaid bridge 
of Fleete, and some of them to Oldbome bridge : 
now the same course, by filth of the tanners and 
such others, was sore decayed ; also by raising of 
wharfs ; but especially, by a diversion of the water 
made by them of the new Temple, for their mills 
standing without Baynardes Castle, in the first 
year of King John Xt and divers others impediments, 
so as the said sliips could not enter as they were 
wont, and as they ought : wherefore he desired that 
the mayor of London with the sheriffs and other 
discreet aldermen, might be appointed to view the 
course of the said water ; and tliat by the oaths of 
good men, all the aforesaid hindrances might be 
removed, and it to be made as it was wont of old. 
Whereupon Roger le Brabason, the constable of 
the Tower, with the mayor and sheriffs, were 
assigned to take with them honest and discreet 
men, and to make diligent search and enquiry how 
the said river was in old time, and that they 
leave nothing that may hurt or stop it, but keep it 
in the same state that it was wont to be." So far 
the record. Whereupon it followed that the said 
river was at that time cleansed, these mills re- 
moved, and other things done for the preservation 
of the course thereof.notwithstanding never brought 
to the old depth and breadth ; whereupon the name 
of river ceased, and it was since called a brook, 
namely, Tumtnill or Tremill brook, for that divers 
mills were erected upon it, as appeareth by a fair 
register-book, containing the foundation of the 

* " This water hath been since that time called Tume 
mill brooke ; yet then called the river of the Wells, which 
name of river," ftc. — \*t. editioMt p. 1 1. 

t Parliament record. | Patent record. 



priory at Clarkenwell, and donation of the lands 
thereunto belonging, as also by divers other re- 
cords. 

This brook hath been divers times since cleansed, 
namely, and last of all to any effect, in the year 
1502, the 17th of Henry YIL, the whole course of 
Fleete dike, then so called, was scowered, I say, 
down to the Thames, so that boats with fish and 
fael were rowed to Fleete bridge, and to Oldbome 
bridge, as they of old time had been accustomed, 
which was a great commodity to all the inhabitants 
in that part of the city. 

In the year 1589 was granted* a fifteenth, by a 
common council of the city, for the cleansing of 
this brook or dike ; the money, amounting to a 
thousand marks, was collected, and it was under- 
taken, that by drawing divers springs about Hamp- 
stead heath into one head uid course, both the 
city should be served of fresh water in all places of 
want ; and also, that by such a follower, as men 
call it, the channel of this brook should be scow- 
ered into the river of Thames ; but much money 
being therein spent, the effect failed, so that the 
brook, by means of continual encroachments upon 
the banks getting over the water, and casting of 
soilage into the stream, is now become worse 
cloyed and choken than ever it waa before. 

The running water, so called by William the 
Conqueror in his said charter, which entereth the 
city, &c. (before there was any ditch) between 
Bishopsgate and the late made postern called Moor- 
gate, entered the wall, and was truly of the wall 
called Walbrooke, not of Gualo, as some have tar 
fetched : it ran through the city with divers wind- 
ings from the north towards the south into the 
river of Thames, and had over the same divers 
bridges along the streets and lanes through which 
it passed. I have read in a book * entitled the 
Customs of London f, that the prior of the Holy 
Trinity within Aldgate ought to make over Wal- 
brooke in the ward of Brodstreet, against the 
stone wall of the city, viz. the same bridge that is 
next the Church of All Saints, at the wall. Also 
that the prior of the new hospital, St. Mary Spittle 
without Bishopsgate, ought to make the middle 
part of one other bridge next to the said bridge 
towards the north : and that in the twenty-eighth 
year of Edward I. it was by inquisition found be- 
fore the mayor of London, that the parish of St. 
Stephen upon Walbrooke ought of right to scour 
the course of the said brook, and therefore the 
sheriffs were commanded to distrain the said pa- 
rishioners so to do, in the year 1300. The keepers 
of those bridges at that time were William Jordan 
and John de Bever. This water-course, having 
divers bridges, was afterwards vaulted over with 
brick, and paved level with the streets and lanes 
where through it passed ; and since that, also houses 
have been built thereon, so that the course of Wal- 
brooke is now hidden under ground, and thereby 
hardly known. 

Langbome water, so called of the length thereof, 
was a great stream breaking out of the ground in 
Fenchurch-street, which ran down with a swift 
course, west, tlirough that street, athwart Gra- 
street, and down Lumbard street, to the west end of 

• "In an old writing book."— h< edition^ p. 14. 
t Liber Custom. * 
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St yUiry Wolnothes church, and then turning the 
coime down Sharebome lane, so termed of sharing 
or dividing, it brake into divers rills or riliets to 
the river of Thames : of this bourn that ward 
took the name, and is till this day called Langbome 
ward. This bourn also is long since stopped up 
at the head, and the rest of the course filled up and 
paved over, so that no sini thereof remaineth more 
than the names aforesaid. 

Oldbome, or Hilbome, was the like water, break- 
ing out about the place where now the bars do 
stand, and it ran down the whole street till Old- 
bome bridge, and into the river of the Wells, or 
Tumemill brook. This bourn was likewise long 
since stopped up at the head, and in other places 
where the same hath broken out, but yet till this 
day the said street is there called Hish Oldbome 
hiU, and both the sides thereof, together with all 
the grounds adjoining, that lie betwixt it and the 
river of Thames, remain full of springs, so that 
water b there found at hand, and hard to be stopped 
in every house. 

There are (saith Fitzstephen) near London, on 
the north side, special wells in the suburbs, sweet, 
wholesome, and clear ; amongst which Holy well, 
Clarkes' well, and Clement's well, are most famous, 
and frequented by scholars and youths of the city 
in summer evenings, when they walk forth to take 
the air. 

The first, to wit. Holy well, is much decayed and 
marred with filthiness purposely laid there, for the 
heightening of the eround for ^urden-plots. 

Tlie fountain called St Clement's well, north 
from the parish church of St Clements, and near 
unto an inn of Chancerie called Clement's Inn, ia 
£ur curbed square with hard stone, kept clean for 
common use, and is always full. 

The third is called Clarkes' well, or Clarkenwell, 
and is curbed about square with hard stone, not far 
from the west end of Clarkenwell church, but close 
without the wall that indoeeth it The said church 
took ihe name of the well, and the well took the 
name of the parish clerks in London, who of old 
time were accustomed there yearly to assemble, 
and to play some large history of Holy Scripture *. 
And for example, of later time, to wit, in tne year 
1390, the 14th of Bicluird II., I read, the pa- 
rish clerks of London, on the 18th of July, played 
interiudes at Skinners' well, near unto Clarkes' well, 
which play continued three days together ; the 
king, queen, and nobles being present Also in the 
year 1409, the 10th of Henry IV., they played a 
play at the Skinners' well, which lasted eight days, 
and was of matter from the creation of the world. 
There were to see the same the most part of the 
nobles and gentles in fingland, &c. 

Other snialler wells were many near unto Clarkes 

* This precise definition of the nature of the performances 
of the parish clerks, " some large hyutorie of Holy Scripture," 
does not occur in the first edition of the Survey, and has 
consequently escaped the notice of Mr. Collier, the accom- 
plished Editor of Shakspeare, who, in his valuable Annalt 
•f tk$ Stag* (I. 19), after quoting the more particular ac- 
ooont of these dramatic performances given by Stow in his 
Ckromielt (p. 549, ed. 1615), adds, " The expression used by 
Stow, that the great play was ' of matter from the creation 
of the world,' indicates sufliciently clearly that the perform- 
ances were a series of dramatic representations founded 
upon Scripture." 



well, namely, Skinners' well, so called for that the 
skinners of London held there certain plays yeariy, 
played of Holy Scripture, &c. In place whereof 
the wrestlings have of later years been kept, and 
is in part continued at Bartholomew tide. 

Then there was Fagges well, near unto Smith- 
field by the Charterhouse, now lately dammed up, 
Todwell, Loder's well, and Radwell, all decayed, 
and so filled up, that their places are hardly now 
discerned. 

Somewhat north from Holywell is one other well 
curved square with stone, and is called Dame An- 
nis the clear, and not far from it, but somewhat 
west, is also one other clear water called Perillous 
pond, because divers youths, by swimming therein, 
have been drowned ; and thus much be said for 
fountains and wells. 

Horsepoole, in West Smithfield, was some time a 
great water ; and because the inhabitants in that 
part of the city did there water their horses, the 
same was in old records called Horsepoole ; it is 
now much decayed, the springs being stopped up, 
and the land water falling into the small bottom, 
remaining inclosed with brick, is called Smithfield 
pond *. 

By St Giles' churchyard was a large water called 
a Pool. I read in the year 1244 that Anne of 
Lodburie was drowned therein ; this pool is now 
for the most part stopped up, but the spring is pre- 
served, and was coped about with stone by the 
executors of Richard Wittington. 

The said river of the Wells, the running water 
of Walbrooke, the bourns aforenamed, and other 
the fresh waters that were in and about this city, 
being in process of time, by incroachment for build- 
ings and heightenings of grounds, utterly decayed, 
and the number of citizens mightily increased, they 
were forced to seek sweet waters abroad ; whereof 
some, at the request of King Henry III., in the 
twenty-first year of his reign f, were, for the profit 
of the city, and good of the whole realm, thither 
repairing, to wit, for the poor to drink, and the rich 
to dress their meat, granted to the citizens and 
their successors, by one Gilbert Sanforde, with 
liberty to convey water from the town of Teybome 
by pipes of lead into their city. 

The first cistern of lead, castellated with stone 
in the city of London, was called the great Conduit 
in West Cheape, which was begun to be built in 
the year 1286, Henry Wales being then mayor. 
The water-course from Paddington to James head 
hath 610 rods ; from James h^td on the hill to the 
Mewsgate, 102 rods ; from the Mewsgate to the 
Cross in Cheape, 484 rods. 

The tun upon Comhill was cistemed in the year 
1401 ; John Shad worth then being mayor. 

Bosses of water at Belinsgate, by Powle's wharf, 
and by St. Giles' church without Cripplegate, made 
about the year 1423. 

Water conveyed to the gaols of Newgate and 
Ludgatc, 1432. 

Water was first procured to the Standard in 
West Cheape about the year 1286, which Standard 
was again new built by the executors of John 
Welles, as shall be shown in another place. King 

• "Is but fowie, and is called Smithfield Pond."— Ul 
tditiont p. 15. 
t Patent, 123. 
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Hottj VI. ID theyeu- 1412 gimnted to John Halhor- 
ley, nuiyor, lie«n»e to Uke op two hundred foddera 
of leu! fur the buildinjc of condutU, of n common 
gtrnery, ind of > new crou in We»t Cheipe, for 
Ihe honom- of the city. 

The Conduit in West Cheape, hy Powle's g»te, 
wu built aboat Ihe year 1413 ; one thouavid marks 
vera annled by common counuil for the boilding 
thereof, and repairing of the oth^ conduitB, 

The Conduit in Aldermuibary,and the Standard 
in Fleet street, wore made and fiDished by the 
exccuturaof Sir William Eastfield in the year I47I ; 
■ dslem was added to the Standard in Fieeto 
street, and a eislem waa made at Flectbridge, 
and one other without Ctipplegale, in the year 
U7S. 

Cundnit b Grastreet, in ^e year 1491. 

Conduit at Oldboome croaa about 1498 ; *gua 
new made by William Lambe 1S7I- 

Littte cooduit by the Stockea market, about 
1600. 

CondaitatBlBhopagatc, about ISI3. 

Conduit at London wall, about 1S28. 

Conduit at AldgaU without, about 163S. 

Conduit in Lolhbury, and in Coltman Btreet, 
1646. 

Conduit of ThamM water at Dowgate, 1568. 

Thames water, conveyed into men'« houses by 
pipes of lead from a most artificial forcier stunding 
near unto London bridge, and made by Peter 
Moris, Dutohman, in the year I6S2, foraervice of 
the city, on the east part thereof. 

Conduitfl of Tliaraes water, by the parish cburehea 
of St. Mary Magdalen, and St. Nicuiaa Guide Abbey 
near unto old Fish street, in the year 15B3. 

wharfe, to convey Thames water into men's housee 
of Weat Cfaeape, about Fowle's, Fleele street, .V >'. 
by an English gentleman named Bcvis Iluhini', in 
the year 1594. Thus much for waters serving this 
city ; finit by rivers, brooks, bourns, fouulains, 
pools, &c. ; and sines by eondoits, partly mode by 
good and charitable eilizena, and otherwiflt.' by 
charges of the eoDimonally, as shall bu shown in 
dvscriptiun of wards wherein tliey be placed. And 
DOW some benefaetors (o ^eee eooduita shall be 
remembered. 

In the year 1336 certain merchant strangers of 
cities beyond the seas, to wit, Amiens, Corby, and 
Nele, for privileges which they enjoyed in this city, 
gave one hundred pounds towards the charges of 
conveying water from the town of Teybome. Ro- 
bert Large, mayor, 1439, gave to the new water 
condaits theD in hand forty marks, and towards 
the vaulting over of Walbrooke Dear to the parish 
church of St. Haigaret in Lothbeiy, two hundred 

Sir WiUiam Eastfleld, mayor, 1438, conveyed 
watra" from Teybome to Fleete street, to Alder- 
Dunbury, and from Highbery to Cripplegate. 

Wilham Combes, sherilf, 1441, gave to the work 
of the conduits ton pounds. 

Richard lUwBon, one of the aherifTs, 1476, gare 
twenty pounds. 

Robert Revell, one of the sheriffs, 1490, gave 
ten pounds. 

Ji.lm Mathew, mayor, 1490, gave twenty pounds. 

William Burke, tailor, in the year 1494, towards 
repairing of conduitH, gave one hundred nkarks. 



Dame Thomason, widow, lato wife to John Per- 
civall Taylor, mayor, in the year 1498 gave toward 
the conduit in Oldboume twenty marks. 

Richard Shore, one of the sheriffs, 1605, gave 
Ihe conduil in Oldboume ton pounds. 

The Lady Ascue, widow to Sir Christopher As- 
cue, 1S43, gave towards the conduits oDS hundred 
pounds. 

David WodrooiTe, sheriff, 1664, gave towards the 
coDdait at Bishopsgate twenty pounds. 

Edward Jaekroan, one of the sherifls, 1594, gave 
toward Ihe conduits one hundred ponnda. 

Barnard Raodulph, common sergeant of the city, 
1683, gave to the wa(»r conduits nine hundred 



Tbe ditch, which partly now remdoeth, and » 
passed the wall of Ihe city, was begun to be m 
by the Londoners id the year 1311 +, and 
finished in the year 1313, the 19th of King John. 
This ditch being then made of 200 feet broad, caused 
no small hindtrance to the canons of Ihe Holy Tri- 
nity, whose church stood near unto Aldgate ; for 
thai the said ditch passed through their ground 
from the Tower of London unto Bishopsgate. 
This ditoh, being originally made for liie defence of 
the city, was also long together carefully deal 
and niainlaincd, as need required ; but now of lato 
neglected aud forced either to a very narrow, and 
the same a iillhy channel, or allogelher stopped u 
for gardens planted, and houses built thereon ; eve 
to the very wall, and in many placea upon both 
dilch and wall house* to be built ; to what danger 
of the city, I leave to wiser consideration, and can 
but wbh that reformation might be had. 

In the year of Christ 1364, the 28th of Edward 
III., the dilch of this city flowiug over the I 
into Ihe Tower ditoh, the king commanded the sud 
dilch of the city to be cleansed, and so ordered, 
that Ihe overflowing thereof should not force any 
tilth into the Tower ditoh. 

Anno 1379, John Philpot, mayor of London, 
caused this ditoh to be cleansed, and every house- 
holder to pay live pence, which was tor a day's 
work towards Ihe charges thereof. Richard 1 1., in 
the 10th of his reign, granted a loll tu be taken of 
wares sold by water or by land, for ten years, 
towards repairins of the wall and cleanung of the 
ditch. 

Thomas Falconer, mayor, 1414, caused the ditoh 
to be cleanaed. 

Ralph Joceline, mayor, 1477, caused the whole 
dill h to be cast aud cleansed, and so from tin 
time it was cleansed, and otherwise reformed, 
namely, in 1619, the l(1th of Henry VllL, for 
cleansing and scowering the common ditoh be- 
tween Aldgato and the poslem next the Tuwt 
ditoh. The chief ditcher had by llie day seven 
pence, the second ditolier tix pence, the oil 
ditohers five pence. And every vagabond (for 
were they termed) one pem.y Ihe day, meat i 
drink, at charges of the city. £B5. 3t. 4^. 

* To Ihe AnI dlLEign, BaraiM Rsndulph't gift Li train 
b> TIM. ODli. 
t Lih. Damtakle. Lib. Triallat. 
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In my remembrance also the same was cleansed, 
namely the Moore ditch, when Sir William Hollies 
was mayor, in the year 1540, and not long before, 
from the Tower of London to Aldgate. 

It was again cleansed in the year 1540, Henry 
Amootes bemg mayor, at the charges of the compa- 
niea. And again, 15G9, the 11th of Queen Eliza- 
beth, for cleansing the same ditch between Aid- 
gate uid Uie postern, and making a new sewer, and 
wharf of timber, from the head of the postern into 
the town ditch, £8U, Ifit. 8<L Before the which 
time the said ditch lay open, without wall or pale, 
haying therein great store of rery good fish, of 
divers sorts, as many men yet living, who have 
taken and tasted them, can well witness ; but now 
no such matter : the charge of cleansing is spared, 
and great profit made by letting out the buiks, 
with the spoil of the whole ditch. 

I am not ignorant of two fifteenths granted by a 
common coimcil in the year 1595, for the reforma- 
tion of this ditch, and tnat a small portion thereof, 
to wit, betwixt Bishopsgate and the postern called 
Hooregate, was cleansed, and made somewhat 
broader ; but filling agvn very fast, by reason of 
overraising the ground near adjoining, therefore 
never the better : and I will so leave it, for I can- 
not help it. 

BRIDGES OF THIS aTT. 

Thb orisiiiial fomidation of London bridge, by report 
of Bartholomew Linsted, alias Fowle, last prior of 
St. Mary Overies church in Southwark, was this : 
A ferry being kept in place where now the bridge 
is built, at lengUi the ferryman and his wife de- 
ceasing, left ihe same ferry to their only daughter, 
a maidoi named Mary, which with the goods left 
by her parents, and also with the profits arisine of 
the said ferry, built a house of Sisters, in putce 
where now standeth the east part of St Mary 
Overies church, above the choir, where she was 
buried, unto which bouse she gave the oversight 
and pit>fits of the ferry ; but afterwards the said 
house ci Sisters being converted into a oollero of 
priestB, the priests built the bridge (of timbe^ as 
all the other the great bridges of this land were, 
and from time to tune kept the same in good repa- 
ratioos, till at length, eonsidering the great charves 
of repairing the same, there was, by aid of the citi- 
zens of London, and others, a bndge built with 
arches of stone, as shall be shown. 

But first oi the timber bridge, the antiquity 
thereof being great, but uncertain ; I remember to 
have read*, that in the year of Christ 994, 
Sweyn, king of Denmark, besieging the city of 
London, boui by water and by huM^ the citizens 
manfully defended themselves, and their king 
Ethelred, so as part of their enemies were slain in 
battle, and part of them were drowned in the river 
of Thames, becanse in their hasty rage they took 
no heed of the bridge f . 

* WHL Htlhmhmj. 

t The statemeDt of WHliaa of Mafansbufy reCemed to by 
Slow, and which nay be fiKUHl, toL L p. 290, of the editioo 
of the ** G€tim Btfmm ^aflervaK," edited by Mr. Hardy, for 
the Encliah Hktorkal Society, only pcovee the exieteoee of 
a Wdfe at TmAvm at the uiaimmaiiiii of the eleventh 
eratniy; bat torn a fSHavt ia Mr. Keaible'i Jotrodnctkia 
(^Bz.)t«tkcintv<ri.«rhie'' C«rf« 



Moreover, in the year 1016, Canute the Dane, 
with a great navy, came up to London, and on the 
south o? the Thames caused a trench to be cast, 
through the which his ships were towed into the 
west side of the bridge, and then with a deep 
trench, and straight siege, he compassed the city 
round about. 

Also, in the year 1052, Earl Goodwin, with the 
like navy, taking his course up the river of Thames, 
and finding none that offered to resist en the bridge, 
he sailed up the south side of the said river. Fur- 
thermore, about the year 1067« William the Con- 
queror, in his charter to the church of St. Peter 
at Westminster, confirmed to the monks serving 
God there, a gate in London, then called Buttolph's 
gate, with a wharf which was at the head of Lon- 
don bridge. 

We rcAd likewise, that in the year 1114, the 1 4th 
of Henry I., the river of Thames was so dried up, 
and such want of water tliere, that between the 
Tower of London and the bridge, and under the 
bridge, not only with horse, but also a great num- 
ber of men, women, and children, did wade over on 
foot*. 

In the year 1122, the 22nd of Henry I., Thomas 
Arden gave the monks of Bcrmondsey the church 
of St. George, in Southwark, and five shillings rent 
by the year, out of the land pertaining to London 
bridge. 

I also have seen a charter tmder seal to the 
effect following : — " Henry king of England, to 
Ralfe B. of Chichester, and all the ministers of 
Sussex, sendeth greeting, know ye, &.c. I ooro- 
maud by my kingly authority, that the manor 
called Alcestone, which my fatlier gave, with other 
lands, to the abbey of Battle, be free and quiet 
from shires and himdreds, and all other custdins 
of earthly servitude, as my father held the same, 
most freely and quietly, and namely, from the 
work of London bridge, and the work of the castle 
at Pevensey : and this I command upon my for- 
feiture. Witness, William de Pontlearche, at 
Byrry." The which charter, with the seal verv 
lair, remaineth in the custody of Joseph Holland, 
gentleman. 

In the year 1136, the \t*t of king Stephen f, a 
fire began in the house of one Ailewarde, near unto 
London stone, which constmied east to Aldgate, 
and west to SL Erkenwald's shrine, in Powle's 
chmrch ; the bridge of timber over the river of 
Thames was also burnt, 6lc. but afterwards again 
repaired. For Fitzstephen writes, that in tlie 
reign of King Stephen and of Henry II., when pas- 
times were showed on the river of Thames, men 
stood in great number on the bridge, wharfs, and 
houses, to behold. 

Now in the year 1 163, the same bridge was not 



in which be epeaki of a woman, who being con- 
demned to death for afaning at the Ufo of a nobleman, by 
means of witchcraft, and the ttiekinf pin* into a waxen 
image, wa* executed by drowning at London bf idf ». it is 
shown that a bridge was in exbtenee there in the midd> of 
tlie preceding eentoiy. While Mr. C Bioach Smith, in a 
paper on ** Roman Benains recently found in London,** 
(ilrcJktfo/ofM, xxix. 145.) has lately produced seme most 
satiirflKtory argnments in support of the opinion of a bridge 
having existed on the site of the present 
dnrh^tbesettleBMBtortbe Romaas in Briiata. 
• LibiBeCTMO. t Lib. 
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only repaired, but newlv made of timber as before, 
by Peter of Cole Church, priest and chaplain. 

Thus much for the old timber bridge, maintained 
partly by the proper lands thereof, partly by the 
liberality of divers persons, and partly by taxations 
in divers shires, have I proved for the space of 215 
years before the bridge of stone was boUt. 

Now touching the foundation of the stone bridge 
it followeth : — About the year 1176, the stone 
bridge over the river of Thames, at London, was 
begun to be founded by the aforesaid Peter of Cole 
Church, near unto the bridge of timber, but some- 
what more towards the west, for I read, that But- 
tolfe wharf was, in the Conqueror's time, at the 
head of London bridge *. The king assisted this 
work : a cardinal then being legate here ; and 
Richard, archbishop of Canterbury, gave one thou- 
sand marks towards the foundation ; the course of 
the river, for the time, was turned another way 
about, by a trench cast for that purpose, beginning, 
as is supposed, east about Radriffe, and ending in 
the west about Patricksey, now termed Batersey. 
This work, to wit, the arches, chapel and stone 
bridge, over the river of Thames, at London, hav- 
ing been thirty-three years in building, was in the 
year 1209 finished by the worthy merchants of 
London, Serle Mercer, William Almaine, and 
Benedict Botewrite, principal masters of that work, 
for Peter of Colechurch deceased four years before, 
and was buried in the chapel on the bridge, in the 
year 1206 f . 

King John gave certain void places in London 
to build upon, the profits thereof to renuiin towards 
the charges of building and repairing the same 
bridge : a mason being master workman of the 
bridge, builded from the foundation the large cha- 
pel on that bridge of his own charges, which cha- 
pel was then endowed for two priests, four clerks, 
&c. besides chantries since founded for John Hat- 
field and other t* After the finishing of this cha- 
pel, which was the first building upon those arches, 
sundry houses at times were erected, and many 
charitable men gave lands, tenements, or sums of 
money, towards maintenance thereof, all which was 
sometime noted and in a table fair written for 
posterity remaining in the chapel, until the same 
chapel was turned into a dwelling house, and then 
removed to the bridge house, the effect of which 
table I was willing to have published in this book, 
if I could have obtained the sight tiiereof. But 
making the shorter work, I find by the account of 
William Mariner and Christopher Eliot, wardens of 
London bridge from Michaelmas, in the 22d of 
Henry YII., unto Michaelmas next ensuing, by 
one whole year, that all the payments and allow- 
ances came to £8X5. \^8. 2;}a., as there is shown 
by particulars, by which account then made, may 
be partly gummed tlie great charges and discharges 
of that bridge at this day, when things be stretched 
to so great a price. And now to actions on this 
bridge. 



• Liber Waverley. 

t " For Peter of Colechurch deceased foure years before 
this worke was finished, and was buried in tht chappell 
builded on the same bridge, in the year 1205."— l#l edition, 
p. 21. 

t " So that In the yeare 23 of Httirie the 6. there was 4 
chaplens in the said chappell." — Ut edition, p. 21. 



The first action to be noted was lamentable ; for 
within four * years after the finishing thereof, to 
wit, in the vear 1212, on the 10th of July, at night f, 
the borough of Southwark, upon the south side the 
river of Thames, as also the church of our Ladv of 
the Canons there, being on fire, and an exceeding 
great multitude of people passing the bridge, either 
to extinguish and quench it, or else to gaze at and 
behold it, suddenly the north part, by blowing of 
the south wind was also set on fire, and the people 
which were even now passing the bridge, perceiving 
the same, would have returned, but were stopped 
by fire ; and it came to pass, that as they stayed 
or protracted time, the other end of the bridge also, 
namely, the south end, was fired, so that the people 
thronging themselves between the two fires, did 
nothing else but expect present death ; then came 
there to aid them many ships and vessels, into the 
which the multitude so unadvisedly rushed, that 
the ships being drowned, they all perished f . It 
was said, that tnrough the fire and shipwreck there 
were destroyed about three thousand persons, whose 
bodies were found in part, or half burnt, besides 
those that were wholly burnt to ashes, and could 
not be found. 

About the year 1282, through a great frost and 
deep snow, five arches of London bridge were borne 
down and carried away. 

In the year 1289, the bridge was so sore decayed 
for want of reparations, that men were afraid to 
pass thereon, and a subsidy was granted towards 
the amendment thereof §, Sir John Britain being 
custos of London. 1381, a great collection or 
gathering was made of all archbishops, bishops, and 
other ecclesiastical persons, for the reparations of 
London bridge. 1381, Wat Tyler, and other rebels 
of Kent, by this bridge entered the city, as ye may 
read in my Summary and Annals. 

In the year 1396, on St. George's day, was a 
great justing on London bridge, betwixt David 
Earl of Crawford of Scotland, and the Lord Wells of 
England ; in the which the Lord Wells was at the 
the third course borne out of the saddle : which his- 
tory proveth, that at that time the bridge being 
coped on either side, was not replenished with 
houses built thereupon, as it hath since been, and 
now is. The next year, on the 13th of November, 
the young queen Isabell, commonly called the 
little, for she was but eight years old, was conveyed 
from Kenington besides Lamhith, through South- 
wark to the Tower of London, and such a multi- 
tude of people went out to see her, that on London 
bridge nine persons were crowded to death, of 
whom the prior of Tiptre, a place in Essex, was one, 
and a matron on Comhill was another. 

The Tower on London bridge at the north end 
of the draw-bridge, (for that bridge was then 
readily to be drawn up, as well to give passage for 
ships to Queenhithe, as for the resistance of any 
foreign force,) was begun to be built in the year 
1426, John Rainwell being mayor. 

Another tower there is on the said bridge over 
the gate at the south end towards Southwarke, 
whereof in another place shall be spoken. 

• " Within 3 yeres."— l«l edition. 

t " A marvelloas terrible chance happened for the eitle of 
Limdon, upon the south side of the river of Thames."~/6jtf. 
t Liber Dunmow. Walter Covent. W. Packenton. 
f Patent of Edward II. 
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Id tbejeu lUO, Jack Cade, and other rebela of 
Ksit, by this bridge Hitaad (he ciw : he Mnick hk 
■word on London atone, aiid nid Buneetf (hen (o 
be lord of the dQ', bat were by the citizens OTer- 
eome on the Mine bridge, and put to flight, M in 
my Amikb. 

In the year 1471, Thomu, the butard Favcon- 
btiike, bfiegijd Uiia bridge, bnml the gate, and all 
the boniM to the drk«-l^dge, that time tiiirleen 
innamber. 

In the Tear 1481, a hou» called the coiamon 
■ege on London bridge fell down into the Thamea ; 
Ibnngh the fidl whereof Htb mea were drowned. 

In the year 1W3, the 3rd of February, Sir Tfao- 
maa Wyat, and the Kentish men, marcbed from 
Dcpefvdtowardi London ; after knowledge whereof, 
forthwith the diaw<bridge was cut down, and tfae 
tsridn galea shut. Wyat and his people entered 
SvoUwarita, where they lay till the 6th of Febm- 
ai7, bat em^ get m entry of the city by the bridge, 
the Mine was utan so well defended by the dtiteai, 
the Lord William Howard aaaiatiDg, wherefore 
lie ranoved towards Kingstone, &c. as in mj 

To 



it is a work very rare, having witb the draw-bridge 
twen^ archee made of squared stone, of height 
nitf fset,aiid in breadth thirty feet, distant one from 
, inotber twenty feet, compact and joined together 
I wiihranlta and cellars ; apon both sides be honses 
boUt, so thU it seemcth rather a continnal street 
I than a bridge ; for the fortifying whereof agauut 
, the ioocMant aosaulls of the rirer, it hatb over- 
I seers and officers, vii. wardens, aa aforeBaid, and 

Fleete bridge in the west wilhoot Lodgate, a bridge 
of atone, (air ooped on either side with iron pikea ; 
on the which, towards the sonth, be also certain 
bnthorna of stone, for lights to be placed in the 
winter erenings, for commodity of travelkra. Un- 
der this bridge mimeth a water, sometimes called, 
as I have aaid, the rirer of the Wets, since Tume- 
mill brooke, now Fleele dike, becanse it runneth 
by tfae neaie, and sometime aboot tbe Fleete, so 
onder Fleete bridge into tbe riier of Thames. 
This bridge hath baen &r greater in timee past, but 
IcMWied, as the water coniae hath been narrowed. 
It ieemeth this last bridge to be made or repaired 
at tbe charges of John Wels, mayor, in the year 
101, for on the coping is engraven Wels embraced 
by angels, like as on the standard in Cheape, which 
he also built. Thus much of the bridge ; for of the 
water «oaiM, and decay thereof, I have spoken in 
another plan. 

OUboone bridge, over the aaid river of the 
WcIb ntorB towanb the north, was so called, of a 
bonni that aometimea ran down Oldbonme hill into 
die said river. Tbii bridge of stone, like as Fleet 
bridge from Ludgate went, serveth for passengers 
with carriage or otherwise, from New^Ue toward 
the west and by north. 

Cowbridge, more north, over tbe same water by 
Cowbridge street or Cowlane -. this bridge being 
lately deoayed, another of timber is made some- 
what more nonb, by Cbick lane, &c. 

Bridges over the town ditch there are divers ; to 
wit, wiuiaat Aldgale, without Bishopsgate, the poe- 
lem called Mooregale, the poatem of Criplegate 



witbont Aldeisnte, the poatem of Christ's hoafntal, 
Newgate, and Lodgate ; all these be over pared 
likewiBe with stone level with the streets. But one 
other there is of timber over tbe river of Wels, ol 
Fleet dike, between the precmct of the Blad 
Friers, and the house of Bndewell. 

There have been of old time also, divers bridges 
in eundn places over the course WF Walbrook, as 
before 1 have partly noted, besides Horseshew 
bridge, by the church of St. John Baptist, D 
called St. John's upon Walbrooke. 1 r«ul, that 
old time evet^ person having lands on either si 
of the said brook, shonld cleanse * the same, and 
repair tbe bridges so fitr as their lands extended. 
More, in the Uth of Edward III. the inhabit- 
ants upon the coome of this brook were forced t4 
pile and wait the aides thereof. Also, that in thi 
3rd of Henry T. this water-eooise had many 
bridges, since vaulted over witb bricks, and the 
streets where thraugb it passed so paved, that the 
same water-course is now hardly discerned. For 
order was taken in tbe 2nd of Edward IV., that 
such as had groimd on either side of Walbrooke, 
should vault and pave it over, so far as bis ground 
eitended. And thns much for bridges in this city 
may aofflce. 



GiTES in tbe wall of this city of old time were four ; 
to wit, Aeldgate for the east, Aldersgate for tfae 
north, Ludrale for the west, and the Bndgegate 
over the nver of Thames for the south ; but of 
later times, for tbe ease of citizens and passengers, 
divers other gates and posterns have been inade, 
as shall be shown. 

In the reign of Heni7 II. (saith Fitzstephen) 
there were seven doable gates m the wall in this 
city, but he nameth them not. It may, therefore, 
be supposed, he meant for the first, the gate next 
the Tower of London +, now commonly called the 
Postern, the next be Aeidgste, the third Biabope- 
gate, the fourth Ealdersgate, the fifth Newgate, the 
sixth Ludgate, the seventh Bridgegate. Since the 
which time hath been builded the postern called 
Hoorgate, a postern from Christ's hospital towards 
St. Bartholomewe's hospital in Smithfield, Ac. 
Now of every of these gates and posterns in 
wall, and also of certain water-gatce on the rivi 
Tbamee, severally somewhat may, and shall be 
noted, as I find audiority, or ressonablc conjecture 
to warranl me. 

Fur the first, now called the poatem by tbe Tower 
of London, it showeth by that part which yet remain- 
eth, to have been a Gtir and strong arched gate, 
partly built of hard stone of Kent, and parUy of 
stone brought from Caen in Normandy, since the 
Conquest, and foundation of the high tower, and 

• " Should vulu, or bridgs, ud cleue tbe ume." 



1 ■' Which tb™ iMvtd ■■ • jxatenii! H 

d Cu)dl«ii«cke itieel lo London Stoni, 

d Icliliil Faul'l chURh on the right hind, Id Lud|nti In 
[ wnli the nul be AldgUo, BlilioiHgste. Cripkgile, 
denKWc. Ludgate, ud Iha Brld(>|Ui aver the Thann. 
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served for passeiiffers on foot out of Uie east, from 
thence throush me city to Ludgate in the west. 
The ruin and overtlirow of this gate and postern 
began in the year 1190, the 2d of Richard I., 
when William Longshampe, bishop of Ely, chan- 
cellor of England, caused a part of the city wall, to 
wit, from the said gate towards the river of Thames 
to the white tower, to be broken down, for the 
enlarging of the said tower, which he then com- 
passed far wide about with a wall embattled, and 
u now the outer wall. He also caused a broad and 
deep ditch to be made without the same wall, 
intending to have derived the river of Thames with 
her tides to have flowed about it, which would not 
be. But the southside of this gate, being then by 
undermining at the foundation loosened, and greatly 
weakened ; at length, to wit, after two hundred 
years and odd, the same fell down in the year 1440, 
the 18th of Henry VI., and was never since by the 
citizens re-edified *. Such was their negligence then, 
and hath bred some trouble to their successors, 
since they suffered a weak and wooden building to 
be there made, inhabited by persons of lewd life, 
oft times by inquest of Portsokeu ward presented, 
but not reformed ; whereas of former times the 
said postern was accounted of as other gates of the 
city, and was appointed to men of good credit. 
Amongst other, I have read, that in the 49th of 
Edwani III., John Cobbo was admitted custos of 
the said postern, and all the habitation thereof, for 
term of his life, by William Walworth, then mayor 
of London, &c. More, that John Credy, Esq. in 
the 21st of Richard II., was admitted custos of the 
said postern and appurtenances by Richard Whit- 
tington, mayor, tlie aldermen, and commonalty, &c. 

AELDOATE. 

The next gate in the east is called Aeldgate, of the 
antiquity or age thereof. This is one and the first 
of the four principal gates, and also one of the seven 
double gates, mentioned by Fitzstephen. It hath 
had two pair of gates,ihough now but one ; the hooks 
remaineth yet. Also there hath been two port- 
closes ; the one of them remaineth, the other want- 
eth, but the place of letting down is manifest. For 
antiquity of the gate : it appeareth by a charter of 
King Edgar to the knights of Knighten Guild, that 
in his days the said port was called Aeldgate, as ye 
may read in the ward of Portsoken. Also Matilda 
the queen, wife to Henry I., having founded the 
priory of the Holy Trinity within Aeldgate, gave 
unto the same church, to Norman tiie first prior, 
and the canons that devoutly served God therein tj 
theportof Aeldgate,and the soke or franchises there- 
unto belonging, with all customs as free as she 
held the same ; in the which charter she nameth 
the house Christ's church, and reporteth Aeldgate 
to be of his domain. 

More, I readt in the year 1216, that in the civil 
wars between King John and his barons, the Lon- 
doners assisting the barons* faction, who then be- 
sieged Northampton, and after came to Bedford 

• " Was never re-edifled againe of stone, but an homely 
cottage, with a narrow passage made of timber, lath and 
loame, hath beene in place thereof set up, and so remaineth." 
— Ut tditiomt p. 25. 

t Liber TrinitaU | Matt. Paris. 



castle, where they were well received by William 
Beauchampe, and captain of the same ; having 
then also secret intelligence that they might enter 
the city of London if they would, they removed 
their camp to Ware, from thence in the night 
coming to London, they entered Aeldgate, and 
placing guardians or keepers of the gates, they dis- 
posed of all things in the city at their pleasure. 
They spoiled the friars' houses, and searched their 
coffers * ; which being done, Robert Fitzwalter, 
Greffry Magnavile earl of Essex, and the Earl of 
Gloeester, chief leaders of the army, applied all 
diligence to repair the gates and walls of this city 
with the stones taken from the Jews' broken houses, 
namely, Aeldgate being then most ruinous, (which 
had given them ui easy entry,) they repaired, or 
rather newly built, after the manner of the Nor- 
mans, strongly arched with bulwarks of stone from 
Caen in Normandy, and small brick, called Flan- 
ders tile, was brought from thence, such as hath 
been here used since the Conquest, and not before. 
In the year 1471 f, the 11th of Edward lY., 
Thomas, Uie bastard Fawconbridge, having as- 
sembled a riotous company of shipmen and other 
in Essex and Kent, came to London with a great 
navy of ships, near to the Tower ; wh^eupon the 
mayor and aldermen, by consent of a common 
council, fortified all &Iong the Thames side, from 
Baynard^s castle to the Tower, with armed men, 
guns, and other instruments of war, to resist the 
invasion of the mariners, whereby the Thames side 
was safely preserved and kept by the aldermen and 
other citizens that assembled thither in great num- 
bers. Whereupon the rebeb, being denied passage 
through the city that way, set upon Aeldgate, 
Bishopsgate, Criplegate, Aeldersgate, London 
bridge, and along the river of Thames, shooting 
arrows and guns into the city, fired the suburbs, 
and burnt more than threescore houses. And fui^ 
ther, on Sunday the eleventh of May, five thou- 
sand of them assaulting Aeldgate, won the bul- 
warks, and entered the city ; but the portcloee being 
let down, such as had entered were slain, and Ro- 
bert Basset, alderman of Aeldgate ward, with the 
recorder, commanded in the name of God to draw 
up the portcloee ; which being done, they issued 
out, and with sharp shot, and fierce fight, put their 
enemies back so far as St. Bottolph's church, by 
which time the Earl Rivers, and lieutenant of the 
Tower, was come with a fresh company, which 
joining together, discomfited the rebels, and put 
them to flight, whom the said Robert Basset, with 
the other citizens, chased to the Mile's End, and 
from thence, some to Popular, some to Stratford, 
slew many, and took many of them prisoners. In 
which space the Bastard having assayed other 
places upon the water side, and little prevailed, 
fled toward his ships. Thus much for Aeldgate. 

BISHOPSGATE. 

The third, and next toward the north, is called 
Bishopsgate, for that, as it may be supposed, the 
same was first built by some Bishop of London, 
though now unknown when, or by whom ; but 
true it is, that the first gate was first built for ease 
of passengers towaird the east, and by north, as into 
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Norfolk, Sufff^ GBmbridgcahire, Ac. ; the tra- 
rellen into which parts, before the building; of this 
l^te, were forced, passing out at Aeldgate, to go 
east till they came to the Mile's end, and then 
turning on tne left hand to Blethenhall green * to 
Cambridge heath, and so north, or east, and by 
north, as their journey ky. If they took not this 
way, by the east out at Aeldgate, they must take 
tbor way by the north out at Aeldersgate, through 
Adderagate street and Goswel street towards Isel- 
don, and by a cross of stone on their right hand, 
set up for a mark by the north end of Golding lane, 
to turn eastward through a long street, until this 
day called Alder street, to another cross standing, 
where now a smith's forge is placed by Sewer's- 
ditch church, and then to turn again north towards 
Totenham, Endfield, Waltham, Ware, &c. The 
eldest note that I read of this Bishopsgate, is that 
William Blund, one of the sheriffs of London f , in 
the year 1210, sold to Serle Mercer, and WUliam 
Ahnaine, procurators or wardens of I^ndon bridge, 
all his land, with the garden, in the parish of St. 
Buttolph without Bishopsgate, between the land of 
Richard Casiartn, towards the north, and the land 
of Robert Crispie towards the south, and the high- 
way called Berewards lane on the east, &c. 

Next I read in a charter, dated the year 1235, 
that Walter Brune, citizen of London, and Rosia 
his wife, havine founded the priory or new hospital 
of our blessed Lady, since called St. Mary Spittle 
without Bishopsgate, confirmed the same to the 
honour of God and our blessed Lady, for canons 
regulv. 

Also in the year 1247, Simon Fitzmarie, one of 
the sheriffii of London, the 29th of Henry II L, 
founded the hospital of St. Mary, called Bethlem 
without BiBhopegate. Thus much for the antiquity 
of this gate t- 

And now for repairing the same, I find that 
Henry III. confirmed to the merchants of the 
Haunce, that had a house in the city called Guild- 
halla Theutonicorum, certain liberties and privi- 
leges. Edward I. also confirmed the same ; in the 
tenth year of whose reign it was found that the said 
merchants ought of right to repair the said gate 
caUed Bishopsgate ; whereupon Gerard Marbod, 
alderman of the Haunce and other, then remaining 
in the city of London, for themseWes, and all other 
merchants of the said Haunce, granted two hundred 
and ten marks sterling to the mayor and citizens ; 
and covenanted that they and their successors 
flhonld from time to time repair the same gate. 
This gate was again beautifully built in the year 
1479, in the reign of Edward IV., by the said 
Hannee merchants. 

Moreover, about the year 1551, these Haunce 
merchants, having prepared stone for that purpose, 
erased a new gate to be framed, there to have been 
set up, but then their liberties, through suit of our 
Engiii^ merchants, were seized into the king's 
ha^ ; and so that work was stayed, and the old 
gate yet remaineth. 

POSTERN OP MOREOATB. 

ToucHiKO the next postern, called Moregate, I find 
that Thomas Falconer, mayor, about the year 1415, 

* *' Now called Bednal Gieen.*'— 1«« edit. p. 26. 
t libi Trinitas. X Lib. Caatom. London.. 



the third of Henry Y., caused the wall of the city 
to be broken near unto Coleman strecte, and there 
built a i)ostem, now called Moregate, upon the moor 
side whore was never gate before. This gate he 
made for ease of the citizens, that way to pass upon 
causeys into the field for their recreation : for the 
same field was at that time a parish. This postern 
was re-edified by William Hampton, fishmonger, 
mayor, in the year 1472. In the year also, 1511, 
the third of Henry VIII., Roger Acheley, mayor, 
caused dikes and bridges to be made, and the 
ground to be levelled, and made more commodious 
for passage, since which time the same hath been 
heighten^. So much that the ditches and bridges 
are covered, and seemeth to me that if it be made 
level with the battlements of the city wall, yet will 
it be little the drier, such is the moorish nature of 
that ground. 

POSTERN OF CRIPPLEOATE. 

The next is the postern of Cripplegate, so called 
long before the Conquest. For I r^ul in the his- 
tory of Edmond *, king of the East Angles, written 
by Abbo Floriacensis, and by fiurchara, sometime 
secretary to Offa, king of Marcia, but since by John 
Lidgate, monk of Bury, that in the year 1010, the 
Danes spoiling the kingdom of the East Angles, 
Alwyne, bishop of Helmeham, caused the bodv of 
King Edmona the Martyr to be brought from 
Bedrisworth (now called Bury St. Edmondes), 
through the kingdom of the East Saxons, and so to 
London in at Cnpplegate ; a place, saith mine au- 
thor, so called of cripples begging there : at which 
gate, it was said, the body entering, miracles were 
wrought, as some of the lame to go upright, prais- 
ing God. The body of King Edmond rested for 
the space of three years in the parish church of St. 
Gregorie, near unto the cathedral church of St. 
Paul. Moreover, the charter of William the Con- 
queror, confirming the foundation of the college in 
London, called St. Martin the Great, hath Uiese 
words t : ** I do give and grant to the same church 
and canons, serving God tnerein, all the land and 
the rooore without the postern, which is called Crip- 
plegate, on either side the postern." More I read, 
that Alfmie built the parish church of St. Giles, 
nigh a gate of the city, called Porta Contractorum, 
or CripTesgate, about the year 1099. 

This postern was sometime a prison, whereunto 
such citizens and others, as were arrested for debt 
or common trespasses, were committed, as they be 
now, to the compters, which thing appeareth by a 
writ of Edward I. in these words : ** liex vie. Lon- 
don. $aluUm: ex graui quereU* B. oapt. 4r detent, 
in priaana nodra de Crivlet gate pro x. I. quat 
coram Radulpho de Sandwieo tunc euttod. cimi- 
tatit nottrcB London. A; I- ^ Blachcell etuis re- 
oognit. dehU. j^e." This gate was new built bv 
the brewers of London tin the year 1244, as saith 
Fabian's manuscript. Edmond Shaw, goldsmith, 
mayor in the year 1483, at his decease appointed 
by his testament his executors, with the cost of 
four hundred marks, and the stuff of the old gate, 
called Cripplesgate, to build the same gate of new, 
which was performed and done in the year 1401. 



* Abbo Floriaceiu, Burchardut. 
t Liber 8. BartUmew. 
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TnK next U jEldresgata, or Aldersgate ", bo cslled 
not of Aldrich or of Eldera, that is to aa,y, ancieat 
men, builden tliereof ; oot of Eldorne trees, )pMw. 
iiig tbere mure HbundBDUy ttum in other pUces, as 
sume have fablod *, but Cor the very antiquity of 
the gale itself, bb being one of the first four gales 
of the city, and serving for the northern parts, as 
Aldegate for tiie east ; which two gates, being both 
old gates, are for Jiflerence sake called, the one 
Ealdegate.and theotherAldongHtef. This is the 
fourth principal gale, and hath at sundry times 
been incroased with buildings, namely, on the 
south, or inner nde, a great fnuno of timber hath 
been added and set up, containing divers larife 
Tonmi and lodgings ; also on the east side is the 
addition of one great building of timber, with one 
large floor, paved with stone or tile, and a well 
therein curbed with stone, of a great depth, and 
riwng into the said room, two stones high from the 
ground ; which well is the only peculiar note be- 
longing to that gale, for I have not seen the like in 
all this city to be raised so high. John Day, sta- 
tioner, a late fatuous printer of many good booka, 
ill our time dwelt in this gaU', and built much u]Hin 
the wall of the city towards the parish church of 
St. Anne. 



Then it there also a postern gate, made out of the 
wall on the north side of the Inle dissolved cloister 
of Friers minors, commonly of their habit called 
Grey friars, now Christ's church and haepilal. This 
pOHtem was made in the fi rat year of Kdnnrd VI. to 
pass from the said hwpital of Christ's Church unto 
the hoBpifal of St. Baitlemew in Smilhfleld. 



Thb neit gate on the west, and hy north, is termed 
Newgate, as latelier built than the reel, and i ' 
fifth principal gate. This gate was first eri 
about the reign of Henry 1. or of King Stephen, 
upon this occasion t. The cathedral church of St. 



Kenilih ragtlone (the green Mndilon* o( geologliti), i 
plerH nr f«miEiiuiu* HandHtohc iirecululy {ciierpaied. T 



Paul, being burnt about the year lOnfi, in the reign 
of William the Conqneror, Mauritius, then bishop 
of London, repaired not the old church, as some 
have supposed, but liegon the foundation of a new 
work, such as men then judged would never have 
been performed ; it was to thein so wonderful for 
ight, length, and breadth, as also in respect it 
IB raised upon arches or vaults, a kiod of work- 
mship brought in by the Niirmans, and never 
own to the BTtificera of this Umd before that 
no, &c After Mauritius, Richard Beamore did 
wonderfully advanco the work of the said church, 
purchasing the large streets and lanes round abou 
wherein were wont to dwell many lay people, whic 
grounds he began to compass about with a strong 
wall of stone and gates. By means of this increase 
of the cliurch tenilory, but more by inclosing d 
ground for so large a cemetery or churchyard, the 
high and large street eiretching from Aldegate in 
the esBt until Ludgate in the west, w»* in lhi» place 
so crossed andatoppedup, that the carriage through 
the city westward was forced to pass without the 
said diurchyard wall on the nortti side, through 
Pater nostfir row ; and then south, down Ave Mary 
lane, and again west, through Bowyer row to Lud- 
gate ; or eise out of Cheepe, or Watheling street, 
to turn south, through tho old Exchange ; then 
west through Carter lane, again nortli by Creede 
lane, and then we«t to Lndgate : which passage, by 
reason of so often turning, was very cumberi 
and dangerous both fur horse and man ; fa 
medy whereof a new gate was made, and so called, 
by which men and cattle, with all manner of c 
riagce, might pass mure directly (as afore) fr 
Aldegate, llirough West Cheape by Panics, on 1 
north side ; through St. Nicholas sbanibles s 
Newgate market to Newgate, and from thence 
any port westward over Oldbome bridge, nr lu: 
iog without the gate inlo SmithHetde, and through 
Iseldon to any part north and by west. This 
hath of long lime been a gaol, or prison for ( 
and trespassers, as appeareUi by records • it 
reign of King John, and of other kings ; amongst 
the which I find one testifying, lliBl in the vea 
131S, the 3rd of King Henry III., the kin. 
writcth unto the sherilfs of London, commanding 
them to repair the gaol of Newgate for tlio safe 
keeping of his prisoners, promising that the charges 
laid out should be allowed unto them upon their 
account in the Exchequer. 

Moreover, in the year 1341,t!]c Jews of Norwich 
were hanged for circnmcising a Chrislian child ; 
their house colled the Thnr was pulled down 
destroyed ; Aron, the son of Abraham, a Jev 
London, and the other Jews, were constrainei 
pay twenty thonsand marks at two terms in 
year, or else to be hept perpetual prisoners in New- 
gale of London, and in other prisons. In ISSA, 
King Henry 111. lodging in the tower of London, 
upon dlspleasore conceived towanls the city of 
London, for the oseapo of John Offrem, a prisoner, 
being a clerk convict, out of Newgale, which hod 
killed a prior that was of alliance to the king, a 
n to the queen : he sent for the mayor and 
shcriHs to come before him to answer the matter ; 
the mayor laid the fault from him to the sherifTs, 
fomamuch as Ui lliem belonged tlie keeping of all 



Th« therilb «f London priioaen in 
the Tower, tor thie escape of a 
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priacmen within the city ; and so the mayor re- 
tamed home, but the sherifi remained there pri- 
soners by the apace of a month and more ; and yet 
they excused themselves, in that the fault chiefly 
rested in the bishop's officers ; for whereas the 
prisoner was under custody, they at his request had 
granted license to imprison the offender within the 
gaol of Newgate, but so as the bishop's officers were 
charged to see him safely kept. The king, not- 
withstanding all this, demanded of the city three 
thousand marks for a fine. 

In the year 1326, Robert Baldoke, the king's 
chancellor, was put in Newgate, the 3rd of Ed- 
ward III. In the year 1337, Sir John Poultney 
gave four noarks by the year to the relief of pri- 
soners in Newgate. In the year 1385, William 
Walworth gave somewhat to relieve the prisoners 
in Newgate, so have many others since. In the 
year 1414, the gaolers of Newgate and Ludgate 
died, and prisoners in Newgate to the number of 
sixty-four. In the year 1418, the parson of 
Wrotham, in Kent, was imprisoned in Newgate. 
In the year 1422, the first of Henry YI., licexise 
was nanted to John Coventre, Jenken Carpenter, 
and William Grove, executors to Richard Whit- 
tington, to re-edify the gaol of Newgate, which 
they did with his goods. 

Thomas Knowles, grocer, sometime mayor of 
London, by license of Reynold, prior of St. Bar- 
tholomew's in Smithfield, and also of John Waker- 
ing, master of the hospital of St. Bartholomew, 
ai^ his brethren, conveyed the waste of water at 
the cistem near to the common fountain and chapel 
of Sl Nicholas (situate by the said hospital) to the 
gaols of Newsate and Ludgate, for the relief of the 
prisoners. Tuesday next i^ter Palm Sunday, 1 431 , 
all the prisoners of Ludgate were removed into 
Newgate by Walter Chartesey, and Robert Large, 
sheriffs of London ; and on the 13th of April the 
same sheriffs f through the false suggestion of John 
mngesell, jauor of Newgate) set from thence 
eighteen persons free men, and these were let to 
t£ compters, pinioned as if they had been felons ; 
hot on tiie sixteenth of June, Ludgate was again 
uipointed for free men, prisoners for debt ; and 
toe same day the said free men entered by ordi- 
nance of the mayor, aldermen, uid commons, and 
by them Henry Deane, tailor, was made keeper of 
Ludgate prison. In the year 1457» a great fray 
was in the north country between Sir Thomas 
Pereie, Lord Egremond, and the Earl of Salis- 
bury's sons, whereby many were maimed and slain ; 
but, in the end, the Lord Egremond being taken, 
was by the king's counsel found in great default, 
and therefore condemned in great sums of money, 
to be paid to the Earl of Salisbury, and in the 
mean time committed to Newgate. Not long after, 
Sir Thomas Pcrcie, Lord Egremond, and Sir Ri- 
chard Pereie his brother, bemg in Newgate, broke 
out of prison by night, and went to the king ; the 
other prnooers took the leads of the gate, and de- 
fended it a long while against the sheriffs and all 
their officers, insomuch that they were forced to 
call more aid of the citizens, whereby they lastly 
subdued them, and laid them in irons : and this 
may suffice for Newgate. 

LUDGATE. 

In the west is the next, and sixth principal gate. 



and is called Ludgate, as first built (saith Geoffry 
Monmouth) by King Lud, a Briton, about the year 
beforo Christ's nativity, 66. Of which building, 
and also of the name, as LudRgate, or Flud&gate, 
hath been of late some question among the learned ; 
wherefore I overpass it, as not to my purpose, only 
referring the reader to that I have before written 
out of Csecuur's Commentaries, and other Roman 
writers, concerning a town or city amongst the 
Britons. This gate I suppose to be one of the 
most ancient ; and as Aldgate was built for the 
east, so was this Ludsgate for the west. I read *, 
as I told you, that in the year 1215, the 17th 
of King John, the barons of the realm, being in 
arms against the king, entered this city, and spoiled 
the Jews' houses ; which being: done, Robert Fitz- 
water and Geffrey de Magnavilla, Earl of Essex, 
and the Earl of Gloucester, chief leaders of the 
army, applied all diligence to repair the rates and 
walls of this city, with the stones of the Jews' 
broken houses, especially (as it seemeth) they then 
repaired, or rather new built Ludt^ate. For in the 
year 1586, when the same gate was taken down to 
be newly built, there was found couched within the 
wall thereof a stone taken from one of the Jews' 
houses, wherein was graven in Hebrew characters 
these words following : pnv p-n n niro nn avn n?. 
Hao at gtatio Rabin Motts, filii insignii Rabbi 
I$aae : which is to say, this is the station or ward 
of Rabbi Moyses, the son of the honourable Rabbi 
Isaac, and had been fixed upon the front of one of 
the Jews' houses, as a note or sign that such a one 
dwelt there. In the year 1260, this Ludgate was 
repaired and beautified with images of Lud, and 
other kings, as appeareth by letters patent, of 
license given to the citizens of Loudon, to take 
up stone for that purpose, dated the 25th of 
Henry III. These images of kings in the reign of 
Edward VI. had their heads smitten off, and were 
otherwise defaced by f such as judged every image 
to be an idol ; and in the reign of Queen Mary 
were repaired, as by setting new heads on their old 
bodies, &c. All which so remained until the year 
1586, the 28th of Queen Elizabeth, when the 
same gate being sore decayed, was clean taken 
down ; the prisoners in the mean time remaining 
in the large south-east quadrant to the same gate 
adjoining ; and the same year the whole gate was 
newly and beautifully built, with the images of 
Lud and others, as afore, on the east side, and the 
picture of her majesty Queen Elizabeth on the west 
side : all which was done at the common charges 
of the citizens, amounting to fifteen hundred 
pounds or more. 

This gate was made a free prison in the year 
1378, the Ist of Richard II., Nicholas Brembar 
being mayor^. The same was confirmed in the year 
1382, John Northampton being mayor, by a com- 
mon council in the Guildhall ; by which it was 
ordained that all freemen of this city should, for 
debt, trespasses, accoimts, and contempts, be im- 
prisoned in Ludgate, and for treasons, felonies, and 
other criminal offences, committed to Newgate, &c. 
In the year 1431, the 10th of King Henry VI., John 
Wells being mayor, a court of common council 

* Roger Wendover, Matthew Paris, 
t " By unadvised folkes."— 1«< edition, 
t Record, Guildhall. 
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establiflhed ordinanoes (as William Standon and 
Robert Chicheley, late mayors, before had done), 
touching the guard and government of Ludgate 
and other prisons. 

Also in the year 1463, the third of Edward IV., 
Mathew Philip, being mayor, in a common council, 
at the request of the well-disposed, blessed, and 
devout woman. Dame Agnes Forster, widow, late 
wife to Stephen Forster, fishmonger, sometime 
mayor, for the comfort and relief of all the poor 
prisoners, certain articles were established. Im- 
primb, that the new works then Ute edified by the 
same Dame Agnes, for the enlarging of the prison 
of Ludgate, from thenceforth should be had and 
taken as a part and parcel of the said prison of 
Ludgate ; so that both the old and new work of 
Ludgate aforesaid Be one prison, gaol keeping, and 
charge for evermore. 

The said quadrant, strongly built of stone by the 
before-named Stephen Forster, and Agnes his wife, 
containeth a lai^e walking-place by ground of 
thirty-eight feet and a half in length, besides the 
thickness of the walls, which are at the least six 
foot, makes all together forty-four feet and a half ; 
the breadth within the walls Lb twenty-nine feet and 
a half, so Uiat the thickness of the walls maketh it 
thirty- five feet and a half in breadth. The like 
room it hath over it for lodgings, and over it again 
fair leads to walk upon, well embattled, all for fresh 
air and ease of prisoners, to the end they should 
have lodging and water free without charge, as by 
certain verses graven in cop{)er, and fixed on the 
said quadrant, I have read in form following : — 

" Devout souls that ]^ass this way, 
For Stephen Forster, late mayor, heartily pray ; 
And Dame Agnes his spouse to God consecrate, 
That of pity this house made for Londoners in Ludgate. 
So that for lodging and water prisoners here nought pay. 
As their keepers shall all answer at dreadful doomsday." 

This place, and one other of his arms, three 
broad arrow-heads, taken down with the old gate, 
I caused to be fixed over the entry of the said 
quadrant ; but the verses being unhappily turned 
inward to the wall, procured the like in effect to be 
graven outward in prose, declaring him to be a 
fishmonger, because some upon a light occasion (as 
a maiden's head in a glass window) had fabled hun 
to be a mercer, and to have begged there at Lud- 
gate, &c. Thus much for Ludgate. 

Next this is there a breach in the wall of the 
city, and a bridge of timber over the Fleet dike, 
betwixt Fleetebridge and Thames, directly over 
against the house of Bridewel. Thus much for 
gates in the wall. 

Water-gates on the banks of the river Thames 
have been many, which being purchased by private 
men, are also put to private use, and the old names 
of them forgotten ; but of such as remain, from the 
west towards the east, may be said as foUoweth : — 

The Blacke-ftriers stairs, a free landing-place. 

Then a water-gate at Puddle wharf, of one Pud- 
dle that kept a wliarf on the west side thereof, and 
now of Puddle water, by means of many horses 
watered there. 

Then Powle's wharf, also a free landing-place 
with stairs, &c. 

Then Broken wharf, and other such like. 

But, Ripa Regina, the Queene's bank, or Queene [ 



hithe, may well be accounted the very chief and 
principal water-gate of this city, being a common 
strand or landing-place, yet equal with, and of old 
time far exceeding, Belins gate, as shall be shown 
in the ward of Queen hithe. 

The next is Downe gate, so called of the sudden 
descending or down-going of that way from St. 
John's church upon Walbrooke unto the river of 
Thames, whereby the water in the channel there 
hath such a swift course, that in the year 1574, on 
the fourth of September, after a strong shower of 
rain, a lad, of the age of eighteen years, minding 
to have leapt over the channel, was taken by the 
feet, and borne down with the violence of that nar- 
row stream, and carried toward the Thames with 
such a violent swiftness, as no man could rescue or 
stay him, till he came against a cart-wheel that 
stood in the water-gate, before which time he was 
drowned and stark dead. 

This was sometime a large water-gate, frequented 
of ships and other vessels, like as the Queene hithe, 
and was a part thereof, as doth appear by an in- 
qmaition made in the 28th year of Henry IIL, 
wherein was found, that as well com as fish, and 
all other things coming to the port of Downegatc, 
were to be ordered after the customs of theQueene's 
hithe, for the king's use ; as also that the com ar- 
riving between the gate of the Guild hall of the 
merchants of Cullen (the Styleyard), which is east 
from Downegatc, and the house then pertaining to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, west from Bay- 
narde*s Castle, was to be measured by the measure, 
and measurer of the Queen's soke, or Queene 
hithe. I read also, in the 19th of Edward III., 
that customs were then to be paid for ships and 
other vessels resting at Downegate, as if they rode 
at Queene hithe, and as they now do at Belings- 
gate. And thus much for Downegate may sufllce. 

The next was called Wolfes gate *, in the ropery 
in the parish of AUhallowes the Lesse,of later time 
called Wolfes lane, but now out of use ; for the 
lower part was built on by the Earle of Shrews- 
burie, and the other part was stopped up and built 
on by the chamberlain of London. 

The next is Ebgate f , a water-gate, so called of 
old time, as appeareth by divers records of tene- 
ments near unto the same adjoining. It standeth 
near unto the church of St. Laurence Pountncy, 
but is within the parish of St Marten Ordegare. 
In place of this gate is now a narrow passage to 
the Thames, and is called Ebgate lane, but more 
commonly the Old Swan. 

Then is there a water-gate at the bridge foot, 
called Oyster gate, of oysters that were there of 
old time, commonly to be sold, and was the chiefeat 
market for them and for other shell-fishes. There 
standeth now an engine or forcier, for the winding 
up of water to serve the city, whereof I have 
already spoken. 

BRIDGE GATE. 

The next is the Bridge gate, so called of London 
Bridge, whereon it standeth. This was one of the 
four fiinst and principal gates of the city, long be- 
fore the Conquest, when there stood a bridge of 
timber, and is the seventh and last principal gate 

* Liber Home. Liber S. Alban. 

t Liber Trinitat. Liber S. Alban. Record, £. 3. 
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mentioned by W. Fitzstephen ; which gate being 
new * made, when the bridge was built of stone, 
hath been oftentimefl since repaired. This gate, 
with the tower upon it, in the year 1436 fell down, 
and two of the farthest arches southwards also fell 
therewith, and no man perished or was hurt there- 
with. To the repairing whereof, divers wealthy 
citizens gave large sums of money ; namely, Ro- 
bert haiwe, sometime mayor, one hundred marks ; 
Stephen Forster, twenty pounds ; Sir John Crosbye, 
alderman, one hundred pounds, &c. But in the 
year 1 471 f, the Kentish mariners, under the con- 
duct of bastard Fauconbridge, burned the said gate 
and thirteen houses on the bridge, besides the Beer 
booses at St.. Katherine's, and many others in the 
suburbs. 

The next is Bnttolphe's gate, so called of the 
parish church of St. Buttolph, near adjoining. This 
nte was sometime given or confirmed by William 
Cooqueror to the monks of Westminster in these 
words : " W. rex AnglisB, &c. William, king of 
England, aendeth greeting to the sheriffes and all 
his miniaterB, as also to all his loving subjectes, 
Froich and English, of London : Know ye that I 
have granted to God and St. Peter of Westminster, 
and to the abbot Vitatis, the gift which Almundus 
of the port of S. Buttolph gave them, when he was 
there made monke : that is to sav, his Lords court 
with the houses, and one wharf, which is at the 
head of Lcmdon bridge, and all other bis lands 
which he had in the same city, in such sort as 
King Edward more beneficially and amply granted 
the same ; and I will and command that they shall 
enjoy the same well and quietly and honourably, 
with sake and soke, &c." 

The next is Bellinsgate, used as an especial 
port, or harbour, for small ships and boats coming 
thereto, and is now X most frequented, the Queene's 
hithe being almost forsaken. How this gate took 
that name, or of what antiquity the same is, I must 
leave uncertain, as not having read any ancient re- 
cord thereof, more than that Geffrey Monmouth 
wiiteth, that Belin, a king of the Britons, about 
four himdred years before Christ's nativity, built 
this gale, and named it Belin's gate, after his own 
calling ; and that when he was dead, his body being 
burnt, Uie ashes, in a vessel of brass, were set upon 
a high pinnacle of stone over the same gate. But 
Cmmr and other Roman writers affirm, of cities, 
#aU8, and gates, as ye have before heard ; and 
the ref ore it seemeth to me not to be so ancient, 
bnt rather to have taken that name of some later 
owner of the place, happily named Beling, or Biling, 
as Somar's key. Smart's' key, Frosh wharf, and 
others, thereby took their names of their owners. 
Of this gate more shall be said when we come to 
Bdin'B gate ward. 

Then nave yon a water-gate, on the west side of 
Wool wharf, or Customers' key §, which is com- 
monly called the water gate, at the south end of 
Water lane. 

One other water-gate there is by the bulwark of 



• *< Weakly made.'*— 1«< tdiUon, p. 86. 

t W. DoBtbenie. 

S ''The laiigest water-gate on the river of Thames, and 
tberefine most fteqaented.**— 1«l edttitm^ p 86. 

I ** Whieh Is DOW of late meet beaotiftilly enUrged and 
bnflL'— I«f MfUfefl^ p. 87. 



the Tower, and thb is the last and farthest water- 
gate eastward, on the river of Thames, so far as 
the city of London extendeth within the walls ; 
both which last named water-gates be within the 
Tower ward. 

Besides these common water-gates, were divers 
private wharfs and keys, all along from the east to 
the west of this city, on the bank of the river of 
Thames ; merchants of all nations had landing- 
places, warehouses, cellars, and stowage of their 
goods and merehandizes, as partly shall be touched 
m the wards adjoining to the said river. Now, for 
the ordering and keeping these gates of this city in 
the night time, it was appointed in the year of 
Christ 1258, by Henry III., the 42d of his reign *, 
that the ports of England should be strongly kept, 
and that the gates + of London should be new re- 
paired, and diligently kept in the night, for fear of 
French deceits, whereof one writeth these verses : 

*' Per noctem port« clauduntur Londoniarum, 
Moenia ne forte fJraus fraugat Frandgenaruin." 

OF TOWEBS AND CASTLES. 

** Thb city of London (saith Fitzstephen) hath in the 
east a very great and a most strong palatine Tower, 
whose turrets and walls do rise from a deep foun- 
dation, the mortar thereof being tempered with the 
blood of beasts. In the west part are two most 
strong castles, &.c." To begin therefore with the 
most famous Tower of London, situate in the east, 
near unto the river of Thames : it hath been the 
common opinion, and some have written (but of 
none assured ground), that Julius Ccesar, the first 
conqueror of 2ie Britons, was the original author 
and founder, as well thereof as also of many other 
towers, castles, and great buildings within this 
realm ; but (as I have already before noted) Coisiir 
remained not here so long, nor bad he in his head 
any such matter, but only to dispatch a conquest of 
this barbarous country, and to proceed to greater 
matters. Neither do the Roman writers make 
mention of any such buildings created by him here ; 
and therefore leaving this, and proceeding to more 
grounded authority, I find in a fair register- book, 
containing the acts of the Bishops of Rochester, 
set down by Edmond de Hadenham,that William I., 
sumamed Conqueror, built the Tower of London ; 
to wit, the gr^it white and square tower there,about 
the year of Christ 1078, appointing Gundulph, then 
Bishop of Rochester, to be principal surveyor and 
overseer of that work, who was for that time lodged 
in the house of Edmere, a burgess of London ; the 
very words of which mine author are these : " 6ran- 
dulphut EpiacopuM mandato WUlidmi Regit magni 
prifuU operi magnce Turrit London, quo tempore 
hotpUatut ett anud quendam Edmerum Buraeutem 
London, qui deait unum were EeeletioB Rofen. 

Ye have before beard that the wall of this city 
was all round about furnished with towers and 
bulwarks, in due distance ever}* one from other ; 
and also that the river Thames, with his ebbing and 
flowing, on the south side, had subverted the said 

• Matthew Paris. 

f All these gates of the city have disappeared. Aldgate, 
Cripplegate, snd Lndgate, were taken down in 1760. The 
materials ot the former were sold for £177. 10«. ; those of 
Cripplegate for £91 ; those of Ludgate for £148; the pur- 
chasers undertaking to remove the rubbish. 
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wall and towers there. Wherefore King William^ 
for defence of this city, in place most dangerous, 
and open to the enemy, having taken down the 
second bulwark in the east part of the wall firom 
the Thames, built this tower, which was the great 
square tower, now called the White Tower, and 
hath been since at divers times enlarged with other 
buildings adjoining, as shall be shown. This tower 
was by tempest of wind * sore shaken in the year 
1090, the 4th of William Rufus, and was again by 
the said Rufiis and Henry I. repaired. They also 
caused a castle to be bmlt imder the said tower, 
namely, on the south side towards the Thames, and 
also incastellated the same round about. 

Henry Huntington, libro sexto, hath these words : 
'' William Rufus challenged the investure of pre- 
lates ; he pilled and shaved the people with tribute, 
especially to spend about the Tower of London, 
and the great hall at Westminster." 

OUiowerus, Acolinillus, Otto, and Geffrey Mag- 
naville, Earl of Essex, were four the first constables 
of this Tower of London, by succession ; all which 
held by force a portion of land (that pertained to 
the priory of the Holy Trinitie within Aldgate) ; 
that is to say. East Smithfield, near unto the Tower, 
making thereof a vineyard f , and would not depart 
from it till the 2nd year of King Stephen, when the 
same was abridged and restored to the church. 
This said Geffrey Magnaviile was Earl of Essex, 
constable of the Tower, sheriff of London, Middle- 
sex, Essex, and Hertfordshire, as appeareth by a 
charter of Maud the empress, dated 1141. He 
also fortified the Tower of London against King 
Stephen ; but the king took him in his court at 
St. Albones, and would not deliver him till he had 
rendered the Tower of London, with the castles of 
Walden and Plashey in Essex. In the year 1153 
the Tower of London and Uie castle of Windsor 
were by the king delivered to Richard de Lucie, to 
be safely kept. In the year 1155, Thomas Becket 
being chancellor to Henry II., caused the Flemings 
to be banished out of England |, their ckstles lately 
built to be pulled down, and ^e Tower of London 
to be repaired. 

About the year 1190,- the 2nd of Richard I., 
William Longshampe, Bishop of Elie, Chancellor 
of England, for cause of dissension betwixt him and 
Earl John, the king's brother that was rebel, in- 
closed the tower and castle of London, with an 
outward wall of stone embattled, and also caused a 
deep ditch to be cast about the same, thinking fas 
1 have said before) to have environed it with the 
river of Thames. By the making of this inclosure 
and ditch in East Smithfield, &e church of the 
Holy T^nnitie in London lost half a mark rent by 
the year, and the mill was removed that belonged 
to the poor brethren of the hospital of St. Kame- 
rine §, and to the church of the Holy Trinitie afore- 
said, which was no small loss and discommodity to 
either part ; and the garden which the king had 
hired of the brethren for six marks the year, for 
the most part was wasted and marred by Uie ditch. 
Recompense was often promised, but never per- 
formed, until King Edward coming after, gave to 
the brethren five marks and a half for that part 

• W. Malmesbury, Matthew Paris, John London, 
f Ex charta. t Roger Wendover, John Bever. 

{ " St. Katherine*8 mill stood where now is the Iron Gate 
of the Tower." — Stow. 



which the ditch had devoured, and the other part 
thereof without he yielded to them again, which 
they hold : and of the said rent of five marks and 
a half, they have a deed, by virtue whereof they 
are well paid to this day. 

It is also to be noted, and cannot be denied, but 
that the said inclosure and ditch took the like or 
greater quantity of ground from the city within the 
wall ; namely, one of that part called the Tower 
Hill, besides breaking down of the city wall, from 
the White Tower to the first gate of the city, called 
the Postern ; yet have 1 not read of any quarrel 
made by the citizens, or recompense demanded by 
them for that matter, because all was done for good 
of the city's defence thereof, and to their good 
likings. But Matthew Paris writeth, that in the 
year 1239, King Henry III. fortified the Tower of 
London to another end ; wherefore the citizens, 
fearing lest that were done to their detriment, com- 
plained, and the king answered, that he had not 
done it to their hurt, but (saith he) I will from 
henceforth do as my brother doth, in building and 
fortifying castles, who beareth the name to be wiser 
than I am. It followed in the next year, saith 
mine author, the said noble buildings of the stone 
gate and bulwark, which the king hsid caused to be 
made by the Tower of London, on the west side 
thereof, were shaken as it had been with an earth- 
quake, and fell down, which the king again com- 
manded to be built in better sort than before, which 
was done ; and yet aeain, in the year 1247, the 
said wall and bulwaras that were newly built, 
wherein the king had bestowed more than twelve 
thousand marks, were irrecoverably thrown down, 
as afore ; fur the which chance the citizens of Lon- 
don were nothing sorry, for they were threatened 
that the said waJQ and bulwarks were built, to the 
end that if any of them would contend for the 
liberties of the city, they might be imprisoned ; 
and that many might be laid in divers prisons, 
many lodgings were made that no one should speak 
with another : thus much Matthew Paris for this 
building. More of Henry III., lus dealings against 
the citizens of London, we may read in the said 
author, in 1245, 1248, 1249, 1253, 1255, 1256, &c 
But, concerning the said wall and bulwark, the 
same was finished, though not in his time ; for I 
read that Edward I., in the second of his reign, 
commanded the treasurer and chamberlain of Uie 
Exchequer to deliver out of his treasury unto Miles 
of Andwarp two hundred marks, of the fines taken 
out of divers merchants or usurers of London, for 
so be the words of the record, towards the work 
of the ditch then new made, about the said bul- 
wark, now called the Lion Tower. I find also re- 
corded, that Henry III., in the 46th of his reign, 
wrote to Edward of Westminster, commanding him 
that he should buy certain perie plants, and set the 
same in the place without his Tower of London, 
within the wall of the said city, which of late he 
had caused to be inclosed with a mud wall, as may 
appear by this that followeth : the mayor and com- 
monalty of London were fined for throwing down 
the said earthen wall against the Tower of London, 
the 9th of Edward II. Edward IV. in place thereof 
built a wall of brick. But now for the Lion Tower 
and lions in England, the original, as I have read, 
was thus. 

Henry I. built his manor of Wodstock, with a 
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park, which he wmlled ahoot with stoDe, seven miles 
in compass, destroying for the same divers villages, 
churches, and chapels ; and this was the first |Murk 
in Elngland. He placed therein, besides great store 
of deer, divers strange beasts to be kept and nou- 
rished, sneh as were brought to him from far coun- 
tries, as lions, leopards, linces, porpentiues *, and 
such other. More I read, that in the year 1235, 
Frederick the emperor sent to Henry III. three 
leopards, in token of his regal shield of arms, 
wherein three leopards were pictured ; since the 
which time those hons and others have been kept 
in a part of this bulwark, now called the Lion 
Tower, and their keepers there lodged. King Ed- 
ward II., in the 18th of his reign, commanded the 
sheriflTs.of London to pay to the keepers of the 
king's leopard in the Tower of London sixpence the 
day for the sustenance of the leo|)ard, and three- 
halfoence a dav for diet of the said keeper, out of 
the fee farm of the said city. More, in the 16th of 
Edward III., one lion, one lioness, one leopard, and 
two eat lions, in the said Tower, were committed to 
the custody of Robert, the son of John Bowre. 

Edward IV. fortifi^ the Tower of London, and 
mdoaed with brick, as is aforesaid, a certain piece 
of ground, taken out of the Tower Hill, west from 
the Lion Tower, now called the bulwark. His 
officers also, in the 5th of his reign, set upon the 
said hill both scaffold and gallows, for the execu- 
tion of offenders ; whereupon the mayor and his 
brethren complained to the king, and were answered 
that the same was not done in derogation of the 
city's liberties, and thereof caused proclamation 
to be made, Ac, as shall be shown in Tower street. 

Ridiard I ll.repaired and built in this tower some- 
what. Henry VIII., in 1532, repaired the White 
Tower, and other parts thereof. In the year 1548, 
Uie 2nd of Edward VI., on the 22nd of November, in 
the night, a Frenchman lodged in the round bul- 
wark, betwixt the west gate and the postern, or 
drawbridge, called the warders' gate, by setting 
fire on a barrel of gunpowder, blew up the said 
bulwark, burnt himself, and no more persons. This 
bulwark was forthwith again new built. 

And here, because I have by occasion spoken of 
the west gate of this tower the same, as the most 
principal, is used for the receipt and delivery of all 
kinds of carriages, without the which gate divers 
bulwarks and gates, towards the norlh, Sr.c. Then 
near within this west gate, opening to the south, is 
a strong postern for passengers by the ward-house, 
over a dnwbridge let down for that purpose. Next 
on the flune south side, toward the east, is a large 
water-gate, for receipt of boats and small vesseb, 
partly under a stone bridge from the river of 
Thames. Beyond it is a small postern, with a 
drawbridge, seldom let down but for the receipt 
of some great persons, prisoners. Then towards 
the east is a great and strong gate, commonly 
eaOed the Iron gate, but not usually opened. And 
thus much for the foundation, building, and repair- 
ing of this tower, with the gates and posterns, may 
soffiee. And now somewluU of accidents in the 
same shall be shown. 

In the year 1196, William Fitzosbert, a citizen 
of London, seditiously moving the common people 
to seek liberty, and not to be subject to the rich 



* Ljnxet, pofcupinet. 



and more mighty, at length was taken and brought 
before the Archbishop of Canterbury in the Tower, 
where he was by the judges condemned, and by 
the heels drawn thence to the Elms in Smithfield, 
and there hanged. 

In 1214, King John* wrote to Geffrey Magna- 
ville to deliver the Tower of London, with the pri- 
soners, armour, and all other things found therein 
belonpng to the king, to William, archdeacon of 
Huntingdon. In the year 1216, the Ist of Henry III., 
the said Tower was delivered to Lewis of ^^imce 
and the barons of England f . 

In the year 1206 pleas of the crown were pleaded 
in the Tower ; likewise in the year 1220, and like- 
wise in the year 1224, and again in the year 1243, 
before William of Yorke, Richard Passelew, Henry 
Brahe, Jerome of Saxton, justices. 

In Uie year 1222, the citizens of London having 
made a tumult agamst the abbot of Westmmster, 
Hubert of Burge, chief justice of England, came to 
the Tower of London, called before him the mayor 
and aldermen, of whom he inquired for the prin- 
cipal authors of that sedition ; amongst whom one, 
named Constantine Fitz Aelulfe, avowed that he 
was Uie man, and had done much less than he 
ought to have done : whereupon the justice sent 
him with two other to Falks de Brent, who with 
armed men brought them to the gallows, where 
they were hanged. 

In the year 1244, Griffith, the eldest son of Leo- 
line, Prince of Wales, being kept prisoner in the 
Tower, devised means of escape, and having in the 
night made of the handngs, sheets, &c. a long line, 
he put himself down from the top of the Tower, 
but in the sliding, the weight of his body, being a 
very big and a fat man, brake the rope, and he 
fell and brake his neck withall. 

In the year 1253, King Henry III. imprisoned 
the sheriffs of London in the Tower more than a 
month, for the escape of a prisoner out of Newgate, 
as you may read in the chapter of Gates. 

In the year 1260, King Henry, with his queen 
(for fear of the barons), were lodged in the Tower. 
The next year he sent for his lords, and held his 
parliament there. 

In the year 1263, when the queen would have 
removed from the Tower by water towards Wind- 
sor, sundry Londoners got them together to the 
bridge, under the which she was to pass, and not 
only cried out upon her with reproachful words, 
but also threw mire and stones at her, by which 
she was constrained to return for the time ; but in 
the year 1265, the said citizens were fain to sub- 
mit themselves to the king for it, and the mayor, 
aldermen, and sheriffs were sent to divers prisons, 
and a custos also was set over the city ; to wit, 
Othon, constable of the Tower, &c. 

In the year 1 282, Leoline, prince of Wales, being 
taken at Bewlth castle, Roger Lestrange cut off 
his head, which Sir Roger Mortimer caused to be 
crowned with ivy, and set it upon the Tower of 
London. 

In the year 1290, divers justices, as well of the 
bench as of the assizes, were sent prisoners to the 
Tower, which with great sums of money redeemed 
their liberty. Edward II., the 14th of his reign, 

• Patent, the 15th of King John, 
t Matthew Paris. 
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appointed for prisonen in the Tower, a knight two< 
pence die day, an esquire one penny the day, to 
serve for their diet. 

In the year 1320, the king's justices sat in the 
Tower, for trial of matters ; whereupon John 
Gifors, late mayor of London, and many others, 
fled the city, for fear to be charged of thmgs they 
had presumptuously done. 

In the year 1321, the Mortimers yielding them> 
selves to the king, he sent them prisoners to the 
Tower, where they remained long, and were ad> 
judged to be drawn and hanged. But at length 
Koger Mortimer, of Wigmore, by giving to his 
keepers a sleepy drink, escaped out of the Tower, 
and his uncle Roser, being still kept there, died 
about five years after. 

In the year 1326, the citizens of London won the 
Tower, wresting the keys out of the constable's 
hands, delivered all the prisoners, and kept both 
city and Tower to the use of Isabel the queen, and 
Edward her son. 

In the year 1330, Roger Mortimer, Earl of 
March, was taken and brought to the Tower, from 
whence he was brought to the Elms, and there 
hanged. 

In the ^ear 1344, King Edward III., in the 18th 
of his reign, commanded florences of gold to be 
made and coined in the Tower ; that is to say, a 
penny piece of the value of five shillings and eight 
pence, the halfpenny piece of the value of three 
shillings and four pence, and a farthing piece worth 
twenty pence ; Percevall de Port of Lake being 
then master of the coin. And this is the first 
coining of gold in the Tower, whereof I have read, 
and also the first coinage of gold in England. I 
find also recorded, that the said king in the same 
year ordained his exchange of money to be kept in 
Seme's Tower, a part of the king's house in Bu(;kles- 
bury. And here to digress a little (by occasion 
offered), I find that, in times before passed, all great 
sums were paid by weight of gold or silver, as so 
many pounds or marks of silver, or so many pounds 
or marks of gold, cut into blanks, and not stamped, 
as I could prove by many good authorities which I 
overpass. The smaller sums also were paid in 
starlings, which were pence so called, for other 
coins they had none. The antiquity of this starling 
penny usual in this realm is from the reign of 
Henry II., notwithstanding the Saxon coins before 
the Conquest were pence of fine silver the full 
weight, and somewhat better than the latter ster- 
lings, as I have tried by conference of the pence 
of Burghrede, king of Mercia, Aelfred, Edward, 
and Edelred, kings of the West Saxons, Plegmond, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and others. William the 
Conqueror's penny also was fine silver of the weight 
of the easterling, and had on the one side stamped 
an armed head, with a beardless face — for the Nor- 
mans wore no beards* — with a sceptre in his 

* The reader will prohably remember, that the spies sent 
by Harold into the camp of William reported that his army 
contained more priests than soldiers, an error into which 
they had been led by the beardless £sces and close-cut hair 
of the Norman soldiery. — See Roman d$ Ron, tome li. I7i : 
Matt. Paris, p. S, Wats' ed. This distinction in the personal 
appegranee of the Norman and Saxon hosts b well preserved 
in the celebrated Bayeux Tapestry, which, in the opinion 
of M. Prevost, a distinguished member of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Rouen, was most unquestionably the work of 



hand. The inscription In the circumference was 
this : ** Le Rei Wilam * ;" on the other side, a cross 
double to the ring, between four rowals of six 
points. 

King Henry 1. his penny was of the like weight, 
fineness, form of face, cross, &c. 

This Henry, in the 8th year of his reign, or- 
dained the penny, which was* round, so to be quar- 
tered by the cross, that they might easily be broken 
into halfpence and farthings f. In the 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, and 5th of King Richard I. his reign, 
and afterwards, I find commonly easterling money 
mentioned, and yet ofttimes the same is called ar- 
gent, as afore, and not otherwise. 

The first great sum that I read of to be paid in 
easterlings was in the reign of Richard I., when 
Robert, Earl of Leicester, being prisoner in France, 
proffered for his ransom a thousand marks easter- 
lings, notwithstanding the easterling pence were 
long before. The weight of the easterling penny 
mav appear by divers statutes, namely, of weights 
and measures, made in the 51st of Henry III. in 
these words : ^ Thirty two graines of wheat, drie 
and round, taken in the middest of the eare, shonlde 
be the weight of a starling penie, 20 of those pence 
should waye one ounce, 12 ounces a pound Troy." 
It foUoweth in the statute eight pound to make a 

Sallon of wine, and eight ga&ons a bushel of Lon- 
on measure, &c. Notwithstanding which statute, 
I find, in the 8th of Edward I., Gregorie Rokesley, 
mayor of London, being chief master or minister 
of the Kinge's Exchange, or mintes, a new coin 
being then appointed $, llie pound of easterling 
money should contain as afore twelve ounces ; to 
wit, fine silver, such as was then made into foU, 
and was commonly called silver of Guthurons lane §, 
eleven ounces, two easterlings, and one ferling or 
farthing, and the other seventeen pence ob. q. H to 
be alloy. Also, the pound of money ought to weigh 
twenty shillings and three-pence by account ; so 
that no pound ought to be over twenty shillings 
and three-pence, nor less than twenty shillings and 
two-pence by account ; the ounce to weigh twenty 
pence, the penny weight twenty-four grains (which 
twenty-four by weight then appointed were as much 
as the former thirty-two grains of wheat), a penny 
force twenty-five grains and a half, the penny deble 
or feeble twenty-two grains and a half, &c. If 

Now for the penny easterling, how it took that 
name I think good brieflv to toucli. It hath been 
said, that Numa Pompilius, the second king of 
the Romans, commanded money first to be made, 
of whose name they were called nttnimt ; and when 

a contemporary, and destined to ornament the cathedral of 
Bayeux, the bbhop of which was a brother of the Cod- 
queror. 

• W. Malmsbuiy. 

f Roger Hoveden. 

I The great recoinsge here referred to by Stow was per- 
haps the largest ever known up to the reign of William and 
Mary. The indenture with William de Turmire is extant 
in the Liber Rubeut. 

$ Guthuron's lane, now Gutter lane, leading out of Cheap- 
side, was a small lane, ftmnerly tenanted by goldsmiths ; 
the person who gave his name to the lane, was evidently of 
Saxon or Danish origin. 

n That is, seventeen pence halfpenny farthing to be alloy. 

% By the terms force and dehle^ it is presumed the maxi- 
mum and minimum weights are intended. 
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copper pence, nlver pence, mnd gold pence, were 
made, becaoae cTery silver penny was worth ten 
eopper pence, and every gold penny worth ten sil- 
ver pence, the pence therefore were called in Latin, 
denarii, and oftentimes the pence are named of the 
matter and staff of gold or silver. But the money 
of England was called of the workers and makers 
thereof ; as the florin of gold is called of the Floren- 
tines, that were the workers thereof, and so the 
futfrling pence took their name of the Elasterlin^ 
which did first make this money in England, m 
the reign of Henry II. 

Thus have I set down according to my reading 
in antiquity of money matters, omitting the imagi- 
nations of late writers, of whom some have said 
eaHteriing money to take that name of a star, 
stamped m the border or ring of the penny ; other 
some of a bird called a star or stariing stamped in 
the dreomference ; and other (more unlikely) of 
betne coined at Strivelin or Starling, a town in 
Scotland, A.C. 

Now concerning halfpence and farthings, the 
aeeoont of which is mOTe subtle than the pence, I 
need not speak of them more than that they were 
only made in the Exchange at London, and no- 
where else : first appointed to be made by Edward 
I. in the 8th of his reign ; and also at the same 
time the said king coined some few groats of silver, 
bat they were not usual. The king's Exchange at 
London was near unto the cathedral church of St. 
Pteil, and is to this day conmionly called the Old 
Chai^ge, bat in evidences the Old Exchange. 

The king's exchanger in this place was to deliver 
oat to every other exchanger throughout England, 
or other the king's dominions, their coining irons, 
that is to say, one standard or staple, and two 
trossels or punchons ; and when the same was 
spent and worn, to receive them with an account 
what som had been coined, and also their pix or 
bore of assay, and deliver other in)iis new graven, 
ke, I find that in the 9th of Kins John, there 
was besides the mint at London, ouier mints at 
Winchester, Exoester, Chichester, Canterburie, 
Rochester, Ipswich, Norwich, Linne, Lincolne, 
York, Garleil, Northampton, Oxford, St. Edmonds- 
bory, and Durham. The exchanger, examiner, 
and trier, bnyeth the silver for coinage, answering 
far every hundred pounds of silver bought in bul- 
lion or otherwise, ninety-eight pounds fifteen shil- 
Hngs, for he taketh twenty-five shillings for coinage. 

King Edward J., in the 27th of his reign, held a 
parliament at Stebenheth, in the house of Henry 
Walds, mayor of London, wherein amongst other 
things there handled, the transporting of sterling 
money was forbidden. 

In the year 1361, William Edington, bishop of 
Winchester,^ and treasurer of England, a wise 
man, but loving the king's commodity more than 
the wealtii of ue whole reiUm, and common people, 
(aaith mine anthor *) caused a new coin, called a 
groat, and a half-groat, to be coined and stamped, 
the groat to be taken for four pence, and the half- 
groat for two pence, not containing in weight ac- 
eording to the pence called easterlings, but much 
leas, to wit, by five shillings in the pound ; by rea- 
loa whereof, victuals and merchandizes became the 
dearer through the whole realm. About the same 

■ 

* Thomas Walsingham. 



time also, the old coin of gold was changed into a 
new ; but the old florin or noble, then so called, was 
worth much above the taxed rate of the new, and 
therefore the merchants engrossed up the old, and 
conveyed them out of the realm, to the great loss 
of the kingdom. Wherefore a remedy was pro- 
vided by changing of the stamp. 

In the year 1411, King Henry IV. caused a new 
coin of nobles to be made, of less value than the old 
by four pence in the noble, so that fifty nobles 
should be a pound troy weight. 

In the year 1421 was granted to Henry V. a 
fifteenth, to be paid at Candlemas and at Martin- 
mas, of such money as was then current, gold or 
silver, not overmuch clipped or washed ; to wit, 
that if the noble were worth five shillings and eight 
pence, then the king should take it for a full noble 
of six shillings and eight pence, and if it were less 
of value than five shillings and eight pence, then 
the person paying that gold to make it good to the 
value of five shillings and eight pence, the king 
always receiving it for a whole noble of six shillings 
and eight pence. And if the noble so paid be bet- 
ter than five shillings and eight pence, the king to 
pay again the surplusage that it was better Sian 
five shillings and eight pence. Also this year was 
such scarcity of white money, that though a noble 
were so good of gold and weight as six shillings and 
eight pence, men might get no white money for 
them. 

In the year 1466, King f^ward IV. caused a new 
coin both of gold and silver to be made, whereby 
he gained much ; for he made of an old noble a 
royal, which he commanded to go for ten shillings. 
Nevertheless, to the same royal was put eight 
pence of alloy, and so weighed the more, being 
smitten with a new stamp, to wit, a rose. He 
likewise made half-angels of five shillings, and far- 
things of two shillings and sixpence, angelets of six 
shillings and eight pence, and half-angels of three 
shillings and four pence. He made silver money 
of three pence, a groat, and so of other coins after 
that rate, to the great harm of the commons. 
W. Lord Hastings, the king's chamberlain, being 
master of the king's mints, undertook to make the 
monies under form following, to wit, — of gold, a 
piece of eight shillings and four pence sterling, 
which should be called a noble of gold, of the whidi 
there should be fifty such pieces in the pound 
weight of the Tower ; another piece of gold of four 
shillings and two pence sterling, and to be of them 
an hundred such pieces in the pound ; and a third 
piece of gold, of two shillings and one penny ster- 
ling, two hundred such pieces in the pound ; every 
pound weight of the Tower to be worth twenty 
pounds, sixteen shillings, and eight pence, the which 
should be twenty-thi^ carats, three grains and a 
half fine, &c., and for silver, Uiirty-seven shillings 
and six pence ; the piece of four pence to be one 
hundred and twelve groats and two pence in the 
pound weight. 

In the year 1604, King Henry VII. appouited a 
new coin, to wit, a groat, and half-groat, which 
bare but half faces ; the same time also was coined 
a groat, which was in value twelve pence, but of 
those but a few, after the rate of forty pence the 
ounce. 

In the year 1626, the 18th of Henry VIII., the 
angel noble being then the sixth part of an ounce 
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troy, 80 that six angels were just an ounce, which was 
forty shillings steriing, and the angel was also 
worth two ounces of silver, so that six angels were 
worth twelve ounces of silver, which was forty 
shillings. A proclamation was made on the sixth 
of September, that the angel should go for seven 
shillings and four pence, the royal for eleven shil- 
lings, and the crown for four shillings and four- 
pence. And on the fifth of November following, 
again by proclamation, the angel was enhanced to 
seven shillings and sixpence, and so every ounce of 
gold to be S)rty-five shillings, and the ounce of 
silver at three ciiillings and nine pence in value. 

In the year 1644, me 36th of Henry VIII., on 
the 16th of IHay, proclamation was made for the 
enhancing of gold to forty-eight shillings, and 
silver to rour shillings the ounce. Also toe king 
caused to be coined base moneys, to wit, pieces of 
twelve pence, six pence, four pence, two pence, and 
a penny, in weight as the late sterling, in show 
good silver, but inwardly copper. These pieces 
had whole, or broad faces, and continued current 
after that rate till the 6th of Edward VI., when 
they were on the 9th of July called down, the 
shilling to nine pence, the groat to three pence, &c. 
and on the 17th of August from nine pence to six 
pence, &c. And on the 30th of October was published 
new coins of silver and gold to be made, a piece of 
silver five shillings sterling, a piece of two shillings 
and five pence, of twelve pence, of six pence, a 
penny with a double rose, half-penny a single rose, 
and a farthing with a portclose. Coins of fine gold : 
a whole sovereign of thirty shillings, an uigel of 
ten shillings, an angelet of five shillings. Of crown 
gold : a sovereign twenty shillings, half-sovereign 
ten shillinjrs, five shillings, two shillings and six 
pence, and base moneys to pass as before, which 
continued till the 2nd of Queen Elizabeth, then 
called to a lower rate, taken to the mint, and re- 
fined, the silver whereof being coined with a new 
stamp of her majesty, the dross was carried to foul 
high ways, to heighten them. This base money, 
for the time, caused the old sterling moneys to be 
hoarded up, so that I have seen twenty-one shil- 
lings current given for one old angel to gild withal. 
Also rents of lands and tenements, with prices of 
victuals, were raised far beyond the former rates, 
hardly since to be brought down. Thus much for 
base moneys coined and current in Englimd have I 
known. But for leather moneys, as many people 
have fondly talked, 1 find no such matter*. I 
read f , that King John of France, being taken pri- 
soner by Edward the Black Prince at die battle of 
Poictiers, paid a ransom of three millions of florences, 
whereby he brought the realm into such poverty, 
that many years after they used leather money, 
with a little stud or nail of silver in the middle 

* A brief, but lucid and very accurate sketch of the 
history of our early coinage, will be found in the third 
section of Akerman'i valuable Numiswiatie Manuat, where 
we read (p. 265), " Rudlng, in this place (AnnaU, vol. i. 
p. 397), thinks the statement of an old writer respecting a 
leather coinage worthy of notice. The author in question 
says that Edward I. had coins * bearing his name, stamp, 
and picture, which he used in the building of Carnarvon 
castle, to spare better bullion.' These pieces, if really issued, 
must, as Ruding observes, be considered as counters or 
tokens." 

t Philip Comines. 



thereof. Thus much for mint* and ooinage, by 
occasion of this Tower (under correction of others 
more skilful) may suffice. And now to other acci- 
dents there. 

In the year 13G0, the peace between England 
and France being confirmed. King Edward came 
over into EngUnd, and straight to the Tower, to 
see the French king then prisoner there, whose 
ransom he assessed at three millions of florencee, 
and so delivered him from prison, and brought 
him with honour to the sea. 

In the year 1381, the rebels of Kent drew oQt of 
the Tower (where the king was then lodged) Simon 
Sudberie, archbishop of Otnterbury, lo^ chancel- 
lor, Robert Hales, prior of St. John's, and treaaorer 
of England, William Applet^m, firiar, the king's 
confessor, and John Legg, a sergeant of the king's^ 
and beheaded them on Sie Tower hill, &c 

In the year 1387, King Richard held his feast of 
Christinas in the Tower. And in the year 1399, 
the same king was sent prisoner to the Tower. 

In the year 1414, Sir John Oldcastell brake oat 
of the Tower. And the same year, a parliament 
being holden at Levcester, a porter of the Tower 
was drawn, hanged, and headed, whose head was 
sent up, and set over the Tower gate, for consent- 
ing to one Whitlooke, that brake out of the Tower. 

In the year 1419, Friar Randulph was sent to 
the Tower, and was there slain by the parson of 
St Peter's in the Tower. 

In the year 1428, there came to London a lewd 
fellow, feigning himself to be sent from the Empe- 
ror to the young King Henry VI., calling himself 
Baron of Blakamoore, and that he should be the 
principal physician in this kingdom ; but his subtlety 
being known, he was apprehended, condemned, 
drawn, hanged, headed, and quartered, his head 
set on the Tower of London, and his quarters on 
four gates of the city. 

In the year 1468, in Whitsun week, the Duke of 
Somerset, with Anthonie Rivers, and other four, 
kept jousts before the queen in the Tower of Lon- 
don, against three esquires of the queen's, and 
others. 

In the year 1465, King Henry VI. was brought 
prisoner to the Tower, where he remained long. 

In the year 1470, the Tower was yielded to Sir 
Richard Lee, mayor of London, and his brethren 
the aldermen, who forthwith entered the same, 
delivered King Henry of his imprisonment, and 
lodged him in the king's lodging there ; but the 
next year he was again sent wither prisoner, and 
there murdered f. 

* The mint remained in the Tower until the oommence- 
ment of the present century. The sultfoct of the coinage, 
Sec. having attracted the attention of the legislature, a 
Commission was issued by the King on the 7th of Feb. 
1798, " To take into consideration the state of the coins of 
this kingdom, and the present establishment and constitu- 
tion of His Majesty's inint.* About 1806, in consequence 
of this commission, and the military departments in the 
Tower having greatly encroached upon the buildings origi- 
nally appropriated to coining, the Government directed the 
erection of the present mint upon Tower hill. Sir Robert 
Smirke was the architect employed, and the work was caan- 
pleted in 1811, at an expense, including the machinery, of 
upwards of two hundred and fifty thousand pounds. 

t The death of Henry VI. — respecting which Fabian says, 
" diverse talcs were tolde ; but the most common fame 
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In the year 1478, George Duke of Clarence was 
drowned with malmsey in the Tower ; and within 
five years after King Edward V., with his brother, 
were said to be murdered there. 

In the year I486, John Eari of Oxford was made 
eonstable of the Tower, and had custody of the 
lions granted him *. 

In the year 1501, in the month of Mi^, was a 
royal tomniey of lords and knights in the Tower of 
London before the long. 

In the year 1503, Queen Elizabeth, wife to Henry 
VII., died of childbirth in the Tower. 

In the year 1513, the chapel in the high White 
Tower was burnt. In the year 1536 Queen Anne 
BoUein was beheaded in the Tower. 1541, Lady 
Katherine Howard, wife to King Henry VIII., was 
also beheaded there. 

In the year 1546, the 37th of April, being Tues- 
day in Easter week, William Foxley, potnuUcer for 
the Mint in the Tower of London, fell asleep, 
and so continued sleepins, and could not be waken- 
ed with prickins, crampmg, or otherwise, burning 
whataoerer, untd the first day of the term, which 
was full fourteen days and fifteen nights, or more, 
for that Easter term beginneth not before seventeen 
days after Easter. The cause of lus thus sleeping 
could not be known, though the same was diligently 
seardied after by the king's physicians, and other 
learned men ; yea, the king himself examining the 
said William Foxley, who was in all points found 
at his awakening to be as if he had slept but one 
night. And he lived more than forty years after 
in the said Tower, to wit, until the year of Christ 
1587, and then deceased on Wednesday in Easter 



Thus mudi for these accidents : and now to con- 
dude thereof in summary. This Tower is a cita- 
del to defnid or command the city ; a royal palace 
for aasembliee or treaties ; a prison of state tor the 
most dangerous offenders ; the only place of coin- 
age for a& ^gland at this time ; the armoury for 
wuiike provision ; the treasury of the ornaments 
and jewels of the crown ; and general conserver 
of the most records of the king's courts of justice at 
Westminster f. 

TOWER ON LONDON BRIDQB. 

Thb next tower on the river of Thames is on Lon- 
don bridge, at the north end of the drawbridge. 

wente, that he wh itykked with a dagger by the handes of 
the Doke of Olooceeter,** — it one of thoee obtcure events, the 
truth of which cannot fUl to become matter of dispute. 

The Editon ot The Rutontiim of Edward th* Fourth, and 
of WmrkworlVi ChnmieU, publisbed by the Camden Society, 
hare in the notei to their retpeetive works collected, as far 
as possible, all the contemporary statements connected with 
this event. And here it may be well to notice, that the 
Ibrmer of these documents is printed fhnn a transcript made 
by Stow, now among the Haileian M88. in the British Mu- 



• Patent, 1st of Henry VII. 

t A very ample description of the Tower, viewed under 
flisse several aqiects, and including interesting notices of 
the most remadcable personages who have eret sojourned 
within its walls, is contained in Mr. Bayley's Hittorf and 
AmiiqmiHu of ih* Tower of London. While in the first 
vohmM of the Feimeta Momtmenia, published by the Society 
of Antlqnariea, wHl be found " A nan of the Tower Liber- 
ties," tttm a survey made under the direction of Sir John 



This tower was newly begim to be built in the year 
1426. John Reynwell, mayor of London, laid one 
of the first comer stones in the foundation of this 
work, the other three were laid by the sheriffs and 
bridgemasters ; upon every of tiiese four stones 
was engraven in fair roman letters the name of 
** Ihesus." And these stones I have seen laid in 
the bridge storehouse since they were taken up, 
when that tower was of late newly made of timber. 
This gate and tower was at the first strongly built 
up of stone, and so continued until the year 1577> 
in the month of April, when the same stone arched 
gate and tower being decayed, was begun to be 
taken down, and then were the heads of the traitors 
removed dience, and set on the tower over the 
gate at the bridge-foot towards Southwark. This 
said tower being taken down, a new foundation was 
drawn, and Sir John Langley, lord mayor, laid the 
first stone in the presence of the sheriffs and 
bridge masters, on the 28th of August ; and in the 
month of September, in the year 1579, the same 
tower was finished — ^a beautiful and chargeable 
piece of work, all above the bridge being of timber. 

TOWBE ON THB SOUTH OF L0NIX>N BRIDQE. 

Anothkb tower there is on London bridge, to wit, 
over the gate at the south end of the same bridge 
towards Southwark. This gate, with the tower 
thereupon, and two arches of the bridge, fell down, 
and no man perished bv the fall thereof, in the 
year 1436* ; towards the new building whereof 
divers charitable citizens gave large sums of 
money ; which gate, being then again newly built, 
was, with seventeen houses more on the bridge, in 
the year 1471 burnt by the mariners and sailors of 
Kent, Bastard Fauconbridge being their captain. 

batnabd'b castle. 

In the west of this city (saith Fitzstephen)are two 
most strong castles, &c. Also (^ervasius lllbury f , 
in the reign of Henry II., writing of these castles, 
hath to this effect :— *< Two castels,'' Hu^h he, ^ are 
built with walles and rampires, whereof one is, in 
right of possession, Ba}'nardes ; the other the 
Barons of Mountfichet." The first of these castles, 
banking on the river Thames, was called Bapmard's 
Castle, of Baynard a nobleman, that came m with 
the Conqueror, and then built it, and deceased in 
the reign of William Rufiis ; after whose decease 
Geffrey Ba}'nard succeeded, and then William 
Baynard, in the year 1111, who by forfeiture for 
felony, lost his barony of Little Dunmow, and King 
Henry gave it wholly to Robert, the son of Richar^ 
the son of Gilbard of Clare, and to his heirs, toge- 
ther with the honour of Baynard's Castle. This 
Robert married Maude de Sent Licio, lady of 
Bradham, and deceased 1134 ; was buried at St. 
Needes by Gilbert of Clare, his father. Walter his 
son succeeded him ; he took to wife Matilde de 
Bocham, and after her decease, Matilde, Uie daugh- 
ter and co-heir of Richard de Lucy, on whom he 

Peyton, the then gOTemor, in 1597, the Tery year preceding 
that in which Stow published the first edition of the present 
work. 

• W. Dunthome. 

f Fitutepben, Gerv. Tilbury. 
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begat Robert and other : he deceased in the vear 
1198, and was buried at Dunmow ; after whom 
succeeded Robert Fitzwater, a valiant knight. 

About the year 1213 there arose a great discord 
between King John and his barons, because Ma- 
tilda, sumamed the Fair, daughter to the said 
Robert Fitzwater, whom the king unlawfully 
loved, but could not obtain her, nor her father 
would consent thereunto, whereupon, and for other 
like causes, ensued wm* through the whole realm. 
The barons were received into London, where they 
greatly endamaged the king ; but in the end the 
king did not only therefore banish the said Fitz- 
water, amongst other, out of the realm, but also 
caused his castle called Baynard, and other his 
houses, to be spoiled ; which thing being done, a 
messenger being sent unto Matilda the Fair about 
the king*s suit, whereunto she would not consent, she 
was poisoned * ; Robert Fitzwater, and other, being 
then passed into France, and some into Scotland, 
&c. f 

It happened in the year 1214, King John being 
then in France with a great army, that a truce was 
taken betwixt the two kings of England and 
France for the term of five years ; and a river, or 
arm of the sea, being then between either host, 
there was a knight in the English host, that cried 
to them of the other side, willing some one of their 
knights to come and joust a course or twain with 
him ; whereupon, without stay, Robert Fitzwater, 
being on the French part, made himself ready, fer- 
ried over, and got on horseback, without any man 
to help him, and showed himself ready to the face 
of his challenger, whom at the first course he 
struck so hard with his great spear, that horse and 
man fell to the ground ; and when his spea^ was 
broken he went back to the King of France ; which 
when the king had seen, " By God's tooth," quoth 
he, (after his usual oath,) " he were a king indeed 
that had such a knight." The friends of Robert, 
hearing these words, kneeled down, and said : — 
" O king, he is your knight ; it is Robert Fitz- 
water." And thereupon, the next day he was sent 
for, and restored to the king's favour ; by which 
means peace was concluded, and he received his 
livings, and had license to repair his castle of Bay- 
nard, and other castles. 

The year 1216, the 1st of Henry III., the castle 
of Hartford being delivered to Lewis the French 
prince, and the barons of England, Robert Fitzwater 
requiring to have the same, because the keeping 
thereof did by ancieht right and title pertain to 
him, was answered by Lewis, ^ that Englishmen 
were not worthy to have such holds in keeping, 
because they did betray their own lord," &c. 
This Robert deceased in the year 1234, and was 
buried at Dunmow, and Walter his son that suc- 
ceeded him. 1258, his barony of Baynard, was in 
the ward of King Henry, in the nonage of Robert 
Fitzwater. This Robert took to his second wife, 
iElianor, daughter and heir to the Earl of Ferrars, 
in the year 1289 ; and in the year 1303, on the 
12th of March, before John Blondon, mayor of 
London, he acknowledged his service to the same 
city, and sware upon the Evangelists, that he 
would be true to the liberties thereof, and maintain 

* *' Virgfnitie defended with the loste of worldly goods, 
and life of the bodie, for life of the no\ile.**—Stow. 
t Lib. Dunmow. 



the same to his power, and the counsel of the same 
to keep, &C. 

THB BIGHTS THAT BELOlfOED TO ROBERT FITZW ALTER, 
CHASTAUAN OP LONDON, LORD OF WODEHAM, WERE 

The said Robert, and his heirs, ought to be, and 
are chief bannerers of London, in fee of the chas- 
tilarie, which he and his ancestors had by Castle 
Baynard, in the said city. In time of war the said 
Robert, and his heirs, ought to serve the city m 
manner as foUoweth : timt is. The said Robert 
ought to come, he being the twentieth man of arms 
on horseback, covered with cloth, or armour, unto 
the great west door of St Paul, with his banner 
displayed before him of his arms ; and when he is 
come to the said door, mounted and apparelled, as 
before is said, the mayor with his aldermen and 
sheriffs armed in their arms, shall come out of the 
said church of St. Paul, unto the said door, with a 
banner in his hand, all on foot, which banner shall 
be gules, with the image of St Paul, gold, the face, 
hands, feet, and sword, of silver ; and as soon as 
the said Robert shall see the mayor, aldermen, and 
sheriffs, come on foot out of the church, armed 
with such a banner, he shall alight from his horse, 
and salute the. mayor, and say to him,—** Sir 
mayor, I am come to do my service, which I owe 
to the city." And the mayor and aldermen shall 
answer, — ** We give to you, as our bannerer of fee 
in this city, this banner of this city to bear, and 
govern to the honour and profit of the city to our 
power." And the said Robert and his heirs shall 
receive the banner in his hands, imd shall go on 
foot out of the gate with the banner in his hands ; 
and the mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs, shall follow 
to the door^ and shall bring a horse to the said 
Robert worth twenty pounds, which horse shall be 
saddled with a saddle of the arms of the said Ro- 
bert, and shall be covered with sandals of the said 
arms. Also they shall present to him twenty pounds 
sterling money, and deliver it to the chamberlain of 
the said Robert for his expenses that day. Then 
the said Robert shall mount upon the horse which 
the mayor presented to him, with the banner in his 
hand, and as soon as he is up, he shall say to the 
mayor, that he cause a marshal to be chosen for 
the host, one of the city ; which marshal being 
chosen, the said Robert shall command the mayor 
and burgesses of the city to warn the commoners 
to assemble together, and they shall all go under 
the banner of St. Paul, and the said Robert shall 
bear it himself unto Aldgate, and there the said 
Robert and mayor shall deliver the said banner of 
St Paul from thence, to whom they shall assent or 
think good. And if they must make any issue 
forth of the city, then the said Robert ought to 
choose two forth of every ward, the most saee per- 
sonages, to foresee to the safe keeping of the city 
after they be gone forth. And this counsel shall 
be taken in me priory of the Trinity near unto 
Aldgate. And before every town or castle which 
the host of London besiege, if the siege continue a 
whole year, the said Robert shall have for every 
siege of the commonalty of London an hundred 
shillings for his travail, and no more. These be 
the rights that the said Robert hath in the time of 
war. — Rights belonging to Robert Fitzwalter, and. 
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to his ham in the city of London, in the time of 
peAce, are these : that is to say, the said Robert 
hath a soken or ward in the city, that is, a wall of 
the canonry of St. Paul, as a man goeth down the 
street before the brewhoose of St. Paul unto the 
Thames, and so to the side of the mill, which is in 
the water that cometh down from the Fleet bridge, 
and goeth so by London walls, betwixt the Friers 
preachers and Lndgate, and so retumeth back by 
the house of the said Friars unto the said wall of 
the said canonry of St. Paul, that is, all the parish 
of St. Andrew, which is in the gift of his ancestors 
by the said seigniority. And so the said Robert 
hath appendant unto the said soken all these things 
underwritten, — that he ought to have a soke man, 
and to place what sokeman he will, so he be of the 
sokemanry, or the same ward ; and if any of the 
sokemanry be impleaded in the Guildhall, of any 
thins; that toocheUi not the body of the mayor that 
for£e time is, or that toucheth the body of no she- 
riff, it b not lawful fur the sokeman of the sokemanry 
of the said Robert Fitzwalter to demand a court of 
the said Robert, and the mayor, and his citizens of 
London, ought to grant him to have a court, and in 
his court he ought to bring his judgments, as it is 
aaented and afl;reed upon in this Guildhall, that 
shall be ffiven them. If any, therefore, be taken 
in his sokenly, he ought to have his stocks and 
imprisonment in his soken ; and he shall be brought 
from thence to the Guildhall before the mayor, and 
there they shall provide him his judgment that 
ooght to be given of him ; but his judgment shall 
not be published till he come into the court of the 
said Robert, and in his liberty. And the judg- 
ment shall be such, thtt if he have deserved deaSi 
by treason, he to be tied to a poet in the Thames at 
a good wharf where boats are fastened, two ebbings 
and two flowings of the water *. And if he be 
condemned for a common thief, be ought to be led 
to the Elms, and there suffer his judgment as other 
thieves. And so the said Robert and his heirs hath 
honour that he holdeth a great franchise within the 
city, that the mayor of the city and citizens are 
bound to do him of right, that is to say, that when 
the mayor will hold a great council, he oueht to 
call the said Robert, and his heirs, to be with him 
in cooneil of the city, and the said Robert ought to 
be sworn to be of council with the city against all 
people, saving the king and his heirs. And when 
the said Robert cometh to the husUngs in the 
Guildhall of the city, the mayor, or his Ueutenant, 
ought to rise against him, and set him down near 
onto him ; and so long as he is in the Guildhall, 
all the judgment ought to be given by his mouth, 

* TiMmgb the punishment of death by drowning has ceased 
to be inflicted in this country for so long a period, that it is 
not, we believe, even mentioned bjr Blackstone In his Co9$- 
meniariet, it is equally certain not only that it obtained 
dvrinf the middle ages, but that instances of its infliction 
oeconed on the continent during the last century. We, of 
eoone do not allude to the Noyade$ of the French Revolu- 
tion. Thus fai the Hamrnon. Mag. 1797, Noe. II, 12, we read : 
" Jehan de Champin ravl et prist 4 force Jehanne de la 
ime^ pour lequel (kit il a esti noy6." See farther upon 
this sobileet, Grimm's Dmifdbe RtehU olthertkumer, pp. 
t OS 6P9 . In a preceding note, p. 9, mention has been 
made of the drowning of a woman at London bridge. Grimm, 
m bis most learned and elaborate work« quotes an instance 
of a punishment precisely similar flrom Gregory of Tours. 



according to the record of the recorders of the said 
Guildhall ; and so many waifes as come so long as 
he is there, he ought to give them to the bailiffs of 
the town, or to whom he wil]^ by the counsel of the 
mayor of the city. These be the franchises that 
belonged to Rob^ Fitzwalter in London, in time of 
peace ; which for the antiquity thereof 1 have 
noted out of an old record. 

This Robert deceased in the Year 1306, leaving 
issue Walter Fitzrobert, who had issue Robert 
Fitzwalter, unto whom, in the year 1320, the citi- 
zens of London acknowledged the right which they 
ought to him and his heirs for the CasUe Baynard ; 
he deceased 1325 ; unto whom succeeded Robert 
Fitzrobert, Fitzwalter, &c. More of the Lord 
Fitzwalter may ye read in my Annals in Slst of 
Edward II L But how this honour of Baynard's 
castle, with the appurtenances, fell frrom the pos- 
session of the Fitzwalters, I have not read ; only I 
find, that in the year 1428, the 7th of Henry VI., 
a great fire was at Baynard's castle, and that same 
Humfrey, Duke of Gloucester, built it of new. By 
his death and attainder, in the year 1446, it came to 
the hands of Henry VI., and from him to Richard, 
Duke of York, of whom we read, that in the year 
1457 he lodged there, as in his own house. In die 
year 1460, the 28th of February, the Earls of 
March and of Warwick, with a great power of men, 
but few of name, entered the city of London, where 
they were of the citizens joyously received ; and 
upon the 3rd of March, being Sunday, the said 
earl caused to be mustered his people in St John's 
field ; where imto that host was showed and pro- 
claimed certain articles and points wherein King 
Henry, as they said, had offended ; and thereupon, 
it was demanded of the said people, whether the 
said Henry was worthy to reign as kmg any longer 
or not : whereimto the people cried Nay. Then it 
was asked of them, whether they would have the 
Earl of March for their king ; and they cried. 
Yea, Yea. Whereupon, certain captains were 
appointed to bear report thereof unto tne said Eaxl 
of March, then being lodged at his castle of Bay- 
nard. Whereof when the earl was by them adver- 
tised, he thanked God, and them for their election ; 
notwithstanding he showed some countenance of 
insufficiency in him to occupy so great a charge, 
till by exhortation of the Archbiuiop of Canter- 
bury, the Bishop of Excester, and certain noble- 
men, he granted to their petition ; and on the next 
morrow at Paul's he went on procession, offered, 
and had Te Deum simg. Then was he with great 
royalty conveyed to Westminster, and there, in the 
great hall, set in the king's seat, with St. Edward's 
sceptre in his hand. 

Edward IV. being dead, leaving his eldest son 
Edward, and his second son Richard, both infants, 
Richard, Duke of Glocester *, being elected by the 
nobles and commons in the Guildhall of London, 
took on him the tiUe of the realm and kingdom, as 
imposed upon him in this Baynard's castle, as ye 
may read penned by Sir Thomas More, and set 
down in my Annals. 

* Stow in his first edition sa3rs, " there practised for the 
crown . . . ;" and the admirable scene in Richard tht Tkirdf 
(act III. sc. 7.)t in which Gloucester is by Buckingham, the 
mayor, and citixens of London, " enforced to a world of 
cares," is iaid by Shakspere with great historic truth in ** the 
court of Baynard's castle." 
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HcniyVlI, about the year 1501, the IGth of 
Ub raign, repured, or rather new built thii honiii'. 
Dot MnbMtled, or «o uroogly fortified castle liki:, 
bat he mora beau^fol *bA eommodioiu for tli.' 
rtaiDmentof aDy^trineo or great estate. In 
tha 17th of hit reigo, be, with bis qaeen wero 
lodged then, and came from thence to Fowli'^ 
chDjch, where they made their affbiiag, dined in 
the biahap'a palaoe, and » returned. The ISth ii( 
bia reign be *aa lodged there, and the amhanf i 
dors &om the king of the Romans, were thitbi r 
hrungbt to his pmenoe, and from thence the kiiii: 
came to Powles, and wu ihere sworn to the king > > I 
the Romuui, as the said king had sworn to him. 

The 30th ofthesud king, he with hia knights >f 
the order, all in Ibelr habits of the Garter, ro.l<! 
from the Tower of Loailon, through the city, unio 
the cathedral church of St. Paul'i,and there beard 
even »on(;, and from thence they rt>de to Baynanl'o 
castle, where the king lodged ; and on the next mor- 
row, in the wune habit they rode from thence a^in 
to the said church of St. Paul's, went on processiciii, 
heard the divine service, ofiered, and retonuil. 
■ante year the king of Casldle waa lodg.'J 

In the year 1663, the ISth of July, the council, 
jMrtly moTed with the right of the Lady Marj 'a 
lae, partly conridering that the most of the realm 
re wholly bent on her side, changing their mind 
m Lad)' Jane, Utety proclaimed queen, aasembtid 
themselves at this Baynard's castle, where tbi'v 
communed with the Earl of Pembn^e, and tlii' 
Earl of Shrewsbury, and Sir John Mason, clerk <>!' 
the comicil, sent for the lord mayor, and thiii 
riding into Cheap to the croee, where Garter Kini; 
at Arms, trumpet being sounded, proclaimed tlu^ 
Lady Mary, daughter of King Henry Vlll., aiii 
Queen Kadierine, queen of England, &c. 
This castle now belongetb to the Earl of Peni- 

Neit adjoining to this castle wassometimeatowiT, 
the name whereof 1 have not read ; but that tlu' 
nme was built by Edwafd 11. is manifest by iIuh 
tbat tbiloweth. King Edward IIL, in the secmid 
year of his reign, gave unto William de Roa, nt 
Hamolake, in Yorkshire^ a tower upon the waEi r 
of Thames, by the castle of Baynard in the city <il 
London, which tower bis father had built ; be nvi^ 
the said tower and appurtenances to the said Wit- 

n Hamolake, and his heirs, for a rose yearly, lo 
be paid for all service due, &c. This tower, it- 

leth to me, was since (sUed Legat's inn, lb i^ 

ot Edward IV. 
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or castle, banlune also on utc 
was, as is afore showed, calk'd 
Hountflquit^s castle, of a nobleman. Baron uf 
Hoimtflqnit, the first builder thereof, who cams in 
with WiUiani the Conqueror, and was since namciL 
Le Sir Monntfiquit. This castle he buitt tn a plari; 
it lar distant from Baynard's, towards the west . 
he same Williaoi Moonttiquit lived in the reign of 
enry I., and was witneas to a charter tiiengran1i?d 
the city for the aheriffs of London. Richard 
Mountliquit lived in King John's lime ; and in tlic 
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year 1S13, waa by the Mme king banished tha 
realm into France, when peradnentuie King John 
caused hia caitle mHoimtaquit, amongst otlMFcas- 
tlea of the banns, to be overthrown ; the which 
after his retain, might be by bim again re-edified ; 
for the total destnictian thereof was abnnt the year 
1 37B, when Robert Kitwarhy, arcbbiahop of Can- 
terbiiry, began the fonndatioD of the Fryers Preach- 
en church then, commonly called the Biacke 
Fryers, as appearelh by a charter the 4th of Ed- 
ward I,, wherein is declared tbat Gregorie de 
Rocksley, mayor of London, and the barons oT the 
same city, granted and gave unto the said Arch- 
bishop Robert, two lanes or ways next the street 
of Baynard's castle, and the tower of Mountfiqoit, to 
be applied for the eulargemant of the said ehorch 
and place. 

One other tower then was alio situate cm the 
river of Thames near unto the said BLacke [Yyera 
church, on the west part tiiereof bnilt at the dti- 
lens' choTgea, but by license and commandment of 
Edward I. and of Edward II., as appcareth by 
their grants ^ which tower waa then finished, and 
stood for the space of three hundred yean, and 
IS at the last taken down by thecommandnMOtot 



For 

I reati, that in the yew 1087, tfe 20th of Wi" 
the city of London, with tbe cborch of St Paul, 
being burned, Mauritius, then bishop of London, 
afterward began the foundatiun of a new chnrch, 
whercunto King William, sailh mine author, gave 
the choice atones of this caatle standing near to the 
bank of the river of Thame8,at the west end of Om 
city. After this Mamitiua, Richard his mm laanr 
purchased the streets about Paul's church *, oom- 
paaung the same with a wall of stone and gates. 
king Henry 1. gave to this Richard so much 
of the moat or wail of tbe castle, on tbe Thames 
nde to the south, as should be needful lo make the 
nid wall of the churcbyanl, and so mnch more 
should suffice to make a way without the wall 
the north side, As. 

This tower or eastle thus destroyed, atood, ai 
may seem, where now standetb the bouse called 
Bridewell. For notwithstanding tbe destruction of 
the said castle or tower, the bouse remained larg^ 
so that tbe Idngs of this realm long after were 
lodged there, and kept their conrta ; for until the 
Sth year ot Henry III. the courta of law and jui 
were kept in the king'a house, whereaoeTer he 
lodged, and not elsewhere f. And that the kings 
have been lodged, and kept their law courta in this 
place, I could show you many authors of record, 
but for plain proof this one may suffice . " Hire 
al fiRolii eoiKCTiiia,/ai!ta in Cliria iJomiai rmif apad 
Saticl. Bridgid. L^tdo». a die iSaacti M'vAadiM ta 
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15 <lwt, Amu) regni regit Jokatmu 7> coram G. FU, 
Petri. Euataekio de Pcmoombergy Jokatute de Gtd- 
limpe, (kbofijUio HerMy^ Walter De Critpng Jub- 
tietar. ei aliia baramUmt Domim regit *.** More, as 
Matthew Paris hath, about the year 1210, King 
John, in the 12th of his rdgn, sommoned a parlia- 
ment at St. Bride's in London, where he exacted of 
the clergy and religions persons the sum of one 
hondred thousand pounds ; and besides all this, the 
white monks were compelled to cancel their privi- 
leges, and to pay forty thousand pounds to the 
king, &e. This house of St. Bride's of latter time 
being left, and not used by the kings, fell to ruin, 
insomuch that the very platform thereof remained 
for gnat part waste, and, as it were, but a laystall 
of nlth and rubbish ; only a fair well remained 
there. A neat part of this house, namely, on the 
west, as haw beeoi said, was given to the Bishop of 
Salisbury ; the other part towards the east remain- 
ing waste untU King Henry VIII. built a stately and 
bMuttlul house thereupon, giving it to name Bride- 
well, of the parish and well there. This house he 
purposely built for the entertainment of the Empe- 
ror Charies V., who in the year 1522 came into this 
city, as I have showed in my Summary, Annals, 
and large Chronicles. 

On ttie north-west side of the city, near unto 
Redcroes street, there was a tower, commonly called 
Barbican, or Burhkenning ; for that the same being 
placed on a high ground, and also built of some 
good height, was in old time as a watch-tower for 
the city, from whence a man might behold and 
view the whole city towards the south, and also 
into Kent, Sussex, and Surrey, and likewise every 
other way, east, north, or west. 

Some other Burhkenning8,or watch-towers, there 
were of old time in and about the city, all which 
were repaired, yea, and others new buUt, bpr Gil- 
bart de (Hare, Eari of Glocester, in the reign of 
Kinff Henry III., when the barons were in arms, 
and held the ciw against the king ; but the barons 
being reconcOed to his fitvour in the year 1267, he 
caused all their burhkennings, watch-towers, and 
bulwarks, made and repaired by the said earl, to 
be plucked down, and tne ditches to be filled up, so 
that nought of them, mi^ht be seen to remain ; and 
then was this burhkenning, amongst the rest, over- 
thrown and destroyed ; and although the ditch near 
thereunto^ called Hmmd's ditch, was stopped up, 
yet the street of long time after was called Hound's 
ditch ; and of late time more commonly called 
Barbican. The plot or seat of this burhkenning, 
or watch-tower, King Edward III., in the year 
1336, and the lOth of his reign, gave unto Robert 
Ufford, E^arl of Suffolk, by the name of his manor 
of Base court, in the parish of St. Giles without 
Cripplegate, of London, commonly called the Bar- 
bican. 

Tower Royal was of old time the king's house. 
King Stephen was there lodged ; but sithence 
eaU«l the Queen's Wardrobe. The princess, 
mother to King Richard II. in the 4th of his reign 
was lodged tl^re ; being forced to fly from the 
Tower of London when the rebels possessed it. 
But on the IMh of June, (saith Froissart) Wat 
Tyler being slain, the king went to this lady prin- 
cess his mother, then lodged in the Tower Royal, 
called the Queen's Wardrobe, where she had tar- 

* Liber Barton, taper Trent 



ried two days and two nights ; which tower (saith 
the record of Edward III., the S6th year *) was in 
the parish of St. Michel de Paternoster, &c. In 
the year 1386, King Richard, with Queen Anne his 
wife, kept their Christinas at Eltham, whither 
came to him Lion, king of Ermony f, under pre- 
tence to reform peace l^wixt the lungs of Engumd 
and France ; but what his coming profited he only 
understood ; for besides innumerable gifts that he 
received of the king and his nobles, the king lying 
then in this Tower Koyal, at the Queen's Wardrobe 
in London, granted to him a charter of a thousand 
pounds by year during his life. He was, as he 
affirmed, chased out of his kingdom by the Tarta- 
rians. More concerning this tower shall you read 
when you come to Vintry Ward, in which it 
standeUi. 

Semes tower in Bocklesberie, was sometime the 
king's house. Edward III., in the 18th of his 
reign, appointed his exchange of moneys therein to 
be kept ; and in the 32d, he gave the same tower 
to his free chapel of St. Stephen at Westminster. 

OF SCHOOLS AJfD OTHER HOUSES OF LKiUUfllfO. 

** In the reign of King Stephen and of Henry 11.," 
saith Fitzstephen, ^ there were in London three 
principal churches, which had famous schools, 
either by privilege and ancient dignity, or by 
favour of some particular persons, as of doctors 
which were accounted notable and renowned for 
knowledge in philosophy. And there were other 
inferior schools also. Upon festival days the 
masters made solemn meetings in the churches, 
where their scholars disputed logically and demon- 
stratively ; some bringing enthimems, odier per- 
fect syllogisms ; some disputed for shew, other to 
trace out the truth ; cunning sophisters were 
thought brave schohurs when they flowed with 
words ; others used fallacies ; rhetoricians spake 
aptly to persuade, observing the precepts of art, 
and omitting nothing that might serve their pur- 
pose : the boys of diverse schools did cap or pot 
verses, and contended of the principles of gram- 
mar ; there were some which on the other side 
with epigrams and rymes, nipping and quipping 
their fellowes, and the fuilts of others, though 
suppressing their names, moved thereby much 
laughter among their auditors." Hitherto Fitz- 
stephen, for schools and scholars, and for their 
exercises in the city in his days ; sithence the which 
time, as to me it seemeth, by the increase of col- 
leges and students in the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, the frequenting of schools, and exer- 
cises of scholars in the city, as had been accus- 
tomed, hath much decreased. 

The three principal churches which had these 
famous schools by privileges, must needs be the 
cathedral church of St. Paul for one ; seeing, that 
by a general council, holden in the year of Christ 
1176, at Rome, in the patriarchy of Laterane, It 

* Lib. Sanct Marie Eboroin. 

f Armenia. Ermony, A^m the Old French " Ermenle." 
See Roqueforfs Glouaire, •. v. 
Chaucer, too, in his Monk^s Tale, line 14349, &c layi :— 

" Ne dorste never be so corageous 
Ne non Srmin, ne non E^ptien, 
Ne Surrien, ne non Arabien." 
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was decreed, that every cathedral church should 
have his schoolmaster to teach poor scholars, and 
others as had been accustomed, and that no man 
should take any reward for license to teach. The 
second, as most ancient, may seem to have been the 
monastery of St. Peter's at Westminster, whereof 
In^lphus, Abbot of Crowland, in the reign of 
William the Conqueror, writeth Uius : — ** I, fngul- 
phus, an humble servant of God, bom of Engfish 
parents, in the most beautiful city of London, for 
to attain to learning, was first put to Westminster, 
and after to study of Oxford," &c. And writing 
in praise of Queen Edgitha,wife to Edward the Con- 
fessor : '' I have seen her,** saith he,'' often when 
being a boy, I came to see my father dwelling in 
the king's court, and often coming from school, 
when I met her, she would oppose me, touching my 
learning and lesson ; and falling from grammar to 
logic, wherein she had some knowledge, she 
would subtillv conclude an argument with me, 
and by her handmaiden give me three or four 
pieces of money, and send me unto the palace 
where I should receive some victuals, and then 
be dismissed." 

The third school seemeth to have been in the 
monastery of St. Saviour, at Bermondsey in South- 
wark ; for other priories, as of St. John by Smith- 
field, St. Bartholomew in Smithfield, St. Mary 
Overie in Southwark, and that of the Holy Trinity 
by Aldgate, were all of later foundation, and the 
friaries, colleges, and hospitals, in this city, were 
raised since them in the reigns of Henry 111., 
Edward I., 11., and 111., &c. All which houses 
had their schools, though not so famous as these 
first named. 

But touching schools more lately advanced in 
this city, 1 read, that King Henry v., having sup- 
pressed the priories aliens, whereof some were about 
London ; namely, one hospital, called Our Lady of 
Rouncivall, by Charing Cross ; one other hospital 
in Oldbome ; one other without Cripplegate ; and 
the fourth without Aldersgate ; besides other that 
are now worn out of memory, and whereof there is 
no monument remaining more than Rouncivall, 
converted to a brotherhocKl, which continued till the 
reign of HenrvVlll. or Edward VI. This, 1 say, and 
other their schools being broken up and c^kBed,King 
Henry VI., in the 24th of his reign, by patent, ap- 
pointed, that there should be in London grammar 
schools, besides St. Paul's, at St. Martin's le Grand, 
St. Mary le Bow in Cheap, St. Dunstan's in the 
west, and St Anthony's. And in the next vear, to 
wit, 1394, the said king ordained by parliament 
that four other grammar schools should be erected, 
to wit, in the parishes of St. Andrew in Oldbome, 
Allhallowes the Great in Thames street, St. Peter's 
upon Comhill, and in the hospital of St. Thomas of 
Aeons in West Cheap ; since the which time as 
divers schools, by suppressing of religious houses, 
whereof they were members, in the reign of Henry 
VI II., have been decayed, so again have some 
others been newly erected, and founded for them ; 
as namely Paul's school, in place of an old mined 
house, was built in most ample manner, and largely 
endowed, in the year 1612, bv John Collet, Doctor 
of Divinity, Dean of Paul's, for one hundred and 
fifty-three poor men's children, for which there was 
ordained a master, surmaster, or usher, and a 
chaplain. Again, in the year 1553, after the erec- 



tion of Christ's hospital, ui the late diawlved hottse 
of the Gray Friars, a great number of poor chil- 
dren being taken in, a school was also ordained 
there at Uie citizens' charges. Also, in the year 
1561, the Merchant Taylors of London founded 
one notable free grammar school, in the pariah of 
St. Laurence Poultney by Candleweeke street, 
Richard Hils, late master of that company, having 
given five hundred pounds towards the purchase of 
a house, called the Manner of the Rose, sometime 
the Duke of Buckingham's, wherein the school is 
kept. As for the meeting of the schoolmasters on 
festival days, at festival churches, and the disputing 
of their scholars logically, &c, whereof I have 
before spoken, the same was Ions since discon- 
tinued ; but the arguing of the scnoolboys about 
the principles of grammar hath been continued 
even till our time ; for 1 myself, in mv youth, have 
yearly seen, on the eve of St. Bartnolomew the 
Apostle, the scholars of divers grammar schools 
repair unto the churchyard of St. Bartholomew, 
the priory in Smithfield, where upon a bank boarded 
about under a tree, some one scholar hath stepped 
up, and there hath opposed and answered, till he 
were by some better scholar overcome and put 
do\m ; and then the overcomer taking the place, 
did like as the first ; and in the end the best oppo- 
sers and answerers had rewards, which I observed 
not but it made both good schoolmasters, and also 
good scholars, diligently against such times to pre- 

rre themselves for the obtaining of this garland, 
remember there repaired to these exercises, 
amongst others, the masters and scholars of the free 
schools of St Paul's in London, of St Peter's at 
Westminster, of St. Thomas Aeon's hospital, and of 
St Anthonie's hospital ; whereof the last-named 
commonly presented the best scholars, and had 
the prize in those days. 

This priory of St Bartholomew being surren- 
dered to Henry VIII., those disputations of scho- 
lars in that place surceased ; and was again, only 
for a year or twain, in the reign of Edward VI., re- 
vived in the cloister of Christ s hospital, where the 
best scholars, then still of St. Anthonie's school *, 
were rewarded with bows and arrows of silver, 
given to them by Sir Martin Bowes, goldsmith. 
Pfevertheless, however the encouragement failed, 
the scholars of Paul's, meeting with them of St 
Anthonie's, would call them Anthonie pigs, and they 
again would call the other pigeons of Paul's, be- 
cause many pigeons were bred in St Paul's church, 
and St Anthonie was always figured with a pig 
following him ; and mindful of me former usage, 
did for a long season disorderly in the open street 
provoke one another with. Salve tu quoque, placet 
tiU meoum diiputare ? Plaiet, And so proceeding 
from this to questions in grammar, they usually 
fell from words to blows with their satchels full of 
books, many times in great heaps, that they trou- 
bled the streets and passengers ; so that finally 
they were restrained with the decay of St Antho- 
nie's school. Out of this school have sprung divers 
fiunous persons, whereof although time hath buried 
the names of many, yet in mine own remembrance 
may be numbered these following : — Sir Thomas 
More, knight, lord chancellor of England, Dr. 

* " Howsoever the same be now fallen, both In number 
and estimation."— Ui edition, p. 56. 
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Nicholfts Heath, sometime Bishop of Rochester, 
after of Worcester, and lastly Anmbishop of York 
and Lord Chancellor of England ; Doctor John 
Whitgtft, Bishop of Worcester, and after Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, &c 

Of later time, in the year of Christ 1582, there 
was founded a public lecture in chirurgerie, to be 
read in the College of Physicians in Knight riders 
street, to begin in the year 1584, on the sixth of 
liay, and so to be continued for ever, twice every 
week, on Wednesday and Friday, by the honour- 
able Baron, John Lord Lombley, and the learned 
Richard Caldwell, doctor in physic, the reader 
whereof to be Richard Forster, doctor of physic, 
during his life. 

Furthermore, about the same time there was also 
besun a mathematical lecture, to be read in a fair 
old chapel, built by Simon Eayre, within the Leaden 
hall ; whereof a learned citizen bom, named Tho- 
mas Hood, was the first reader. But this chapel, 
and other parts of that hall, being employed for 
stowage of goods taken out of a great Spanish ea- 
rache, the said lecture ceased any more to be read, 
and was then in the year 1588 read in the house of 
master Thomas Smith in Grssse street, &c. 

Last of all. Sir Thomas Gresham, knight, agent 
to the queen's highness, by his last will and testa- 
ment made in the year 1579, gave the Royal Ex- 
change, and all the buildings thereunto appertain- 
ing ; that is to say, the one moiety to the mayor 
and commonalty of London and their successors, 
upon trust that they perform as shall be declared ; 
snd the other moiety to the mercers in like con- 
fidence. The mayor and commonalty are to find 
four to read lectures of divinity, astronomy, music, 
and geometry, within his dwelling-house in Bishops- 
gate street, and to bestow the sum of two hundred 
pounds ; to wit, fifty pounds the piece, &c. The 
mercers likewise are to find three readers, that is, 
in civil law, physic, and rhetoric, within the same 
dwelling-house, the sum of one hundred and fifty 
pounds ; to every reader, fifty pounds, &c. : which 
gift ha^ been since that time confirmed by [mut- 
liament, to take effect and begin after the decease 
of the Lady Anne Gresham, which happened in the 
year 1506, and so to continue for ever. Where- 
upon the lecturers were accordingly chosen and 
appointed to have begun their i^eadings in the 
month of June, 1597 ; whose names were, Anthony 
Wootton, for divinity ; Doctor Mathew Guiu, for 
physie ; Doctor Henry Mountlow, for the civil law ; 
DoiBtor John Bull, for music ; Bieerewood, for as- 
tronomy ; Henry Brigges,for geometry ; and Caleb 
Willis, for rhetoric. These lectures are read daily, 
Sundays excepted, in the term times, bv every one 
upon his day, in the morning betwixt nme ana ten, 
in Latin ; in the afternoon, betwixt two and three, 
in English ; save that Dr. Bull is dispensed with to 
read um music lecture in EInglish only upon two 
■everal days, Thursday and Saturday, in the after- 
noons, betwixt three and four of the clock *. 



realm, not living of common stipends, as in other 
universities it is for the most part done, but of 
their own private maintenance, as being altogether 
fed either by their places or practice, or otherwise 
by their proper revenue, or exhibition of parents 
and friends ; for that the younger sort are either 
gentlemen or the sons of gentlemen, or of other 
most wealthy persons. Of Uiese houses there be 
at this day fourteen in all ; whereof nine do stand 
within the Uberties of this city, and five in the 
suburbs thereof ; to wit : 

Within the libertia. 

Serjeants* inn in Fleet street, Serjeants' inn 
in Chancery lane ; for judges and sergeants only. 

The Inner temple, the Middle temple, in Fleet 
street ; houses of court. 

Clifford's inn in Fleet street, Thavies inn in 
Oldbome, Fumival's inn in Oldbome, Barnard's 
inn in Oldbome, Staple inn in Oldbome ; houses 
of Chancery. 

WUhotU the libertiei, 

Gray's inn in Oldbome, Lincohi's inn in Chan- 
cery lane by the old Temple * ; houses of court. 

Clement's inn. New inn. Lion's inn ; houses of 
Chancery, without Temple bar, in the liberty of 
Westminster. 

There was sometime an inn of sergeants in Old- 
bome, as you may read of Scrop's inn over against 
St Andrew's church. 

There was also one other inn of Chancery, called 
Chester's inn, for the nearness to the Bishop of 
Chester's house, but more commonly termed Strand 
inn, for that it stood in Strand street, and near 
unto Strand bridge without Temple bar, in the 
liberty of the duchy of Lancaster. This inn of 
Chancery, with other houses near adjoining, were 
pulled down in the reign of Edward VI. by Edward 
Duke of Sonmierset, who in place thereof raised 
that large and beautiful house, but yet unfinished, 
called Sommerset house. 

There was moreover, in the reign of King 
Henry I., a tenth house of Chancery, mentioned by 
Justice Fortescue in his book of the laws of Eng- 
land, but where it stood, or when it was abandoned, 
I cannot find, and Uierefore 1 will leave it, and 
return to the rest. 

The houses of court be replenished partly with 
young students, and partly with graduates and 
practisers of the law ; but the inns of Chancery 
being, as it were, provinces, severally subjected to 
the inns of court, be chiefly furnished with officers, 
attorneys, solicitors, and clerks, that follow the 
courts of the King's Bench or Common Pleas ; and 
yet there want not some other being young stu- 
dents, that come thither sometimes from one of the 
Universities, and sometimes immediately from 
grammar schools ; and these having spent some 
time in studying upon the first elements and grounds 
of the law, and having performed the exercise of 
their own houses (called Boltas Mootesf, and put- 



BOUSB OF STUDBlfTS IN THB COmiOR LAW. 



• " In Oldbome."— 1«< tdUion. 

f Cowell, in his Law Dictionarf, uyt, "Bolting it a 
But besides all this, there is in and about this city term of art used in Gray's Inn, and applied to the bolting or 
a whole university, as it were, of students, prac- arguing of moot cases." He endeavours to show that the 
tioers or pleaders, and judges of the laws of this bolting of cases is analogous to the bouitimg or sifting of 

meal through a bag. All readers of Shakspere must be titr 
* The Greahsm Lsetnrea an now delirered in the theatre miliar with the use of the word in the latter sense. 
ofthe CItj of London SebodL These mootings, or disputations in the Inns of Court 
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ting of casee), they proceed to be admitted, and 
become atudents in some of these four houses or 
inns of court, where continuing by the space of 
seven years or thereabouts, they frequent readings, 
meetings, boltings, and other learned exercises, 
whereby growing ripe in the knowledge of the laws, 
and approved withal to be of honest conversation, 
they are either, by the general consent of the 
benchers or readers, being of the most ancient, 
grave, and judicial men of every inn of the court, 
or by the special privilege of the present reader 
there, selected and called to the degree of utter 
barristers, and so enabled to be common counsel- 
lors, and to practice the law, both in their cham- 
bers and at the bars. 

Of these, after that they be called to a further 
step of preferment, called the Bench, there are 
twain every year chosen among the benchers of 
every inn of court to be readers there, who do 
make their readings at two times in the year also ; 
that is, one in Lent, and the other at the beginning 
of August. 

And for the help of young students in every of 
the inns of Chancery, they do likewise choose out 
of every one inn of court a reader, being no bencher, 
but an utter barrister there, of ten or twelve years* 
continuance, and of good profit in study. Now, 
from these of the said dezree of counsellors, or 
utter barristers, having contmued therein the space 
of fourteen or fifteen years at the least, the chiefest 
and best learned are by the benchers elected to 
increase the number, as I said, of the bench 
amongst them ; and so in their time do become 
first smgle, and then double, readers to the students 
of those houses of court ; after which last reading 
they be named apprentices at the law, and, in de- 
fault of a suflRcient number of sergeants at law, 
these are, at the pleasure of the prince, to be ad- 
vanced to the places of sergeants ; out of which 
number of sergeants also the void places of judges 
are likewise ordinarily filled ; albeit, now and then 
some be advanced, by the special favour of the 
prince, to the estate, dignity, and place, both of 
sergeant and judge, as it were in one instant. But 
from thenceforth they hold not any room in those 
inns of court, being translated to one of the said 
two inns, called Sergeante's inns, where none but 
the sergeants and judges do converse. 

OF ORDEBS AND CUSTOMS. 

Op orders and customs in this city of old time, 
Fitzstephen saith as followeth : " Men of all trades, 
sdlers of all sorts of wares, labourers in every 
work, every morning are in their distinct and se« 
veral places: furthermore, in London, upon the 
river side, between the wine in ships and the wine 
to be sold in taverns, is a conmion cookery, or 
cooks* row ; there daily, for the season of the year, 
men might have meat, roast, sod, or fried ; fish, 
flesh, fowls, fit for ricb and poor. If any come 

and Chancery, have been long disused. Danby Pickering, 
Esq., of Gray's Inn, was the last who voluntarily resumed 
them ; but they were of no continuance, and at the present 
day so much has the course of legal education changed, that 
scarcely any of the ancient customs, mentioned by Stow and 
preceding authors, are known except as matters of curiosity. 
See further Herbert's AmUquUin of the Inns of Court, p. 180. 



suddenly to any dtizen from afrr, weary, and not 
willing to tarry till the meat be bought and dressed, 
while the servant bringeth water for his master's 
hands, and fetcheth bread, he shall have inune- 
diately firom the river's side all viands whatsoever 
he desireth : what multitude soever, either of sol- 
diers or strangers, do come to the city, whatsoever 
hour, day or night, according to their pleasures 
may refresh themselves ; and they which delight 
in delicateness may be satisfied with as delicate 
dishes there as may be found elsewhere. And thb 
Cooke's row is very necessary to the eitv ; and, 
according to Plato in Gorgius, next to physic, is 
the oflice of cooks, as part of a city. 

'* Without one of the gates is a plain field, both in 
name and deed, where every Friday, unless it be a 
solemn bidden holy day, is a notable show of horses 
to be sold ; earls, barons, knights, and citizens re- 
pair thither to see or to buy ; there may you of 
pleasure see amblers pacing it delicately ; there 
may you see trotters fit for men of arms, sitting 
more hardly ; there may you have notable young 
horses, not yet broken ; there may vou have 
strong steeds, well limbed geldings, whom the 
buyers do specially regard for pace and swiftness ; 
the boys which ride these horses, sometime two, 
sometime three, do run races for wagers, with a 
desire of praise, or hope of victory. In another 
part of that field are to be sold all implements of 
nusbandry, as also fat swine, milch kine, sheep, and 
oxen ; there stand also mares and horses fit for 
ploughs and teams, with their young colts by them. 
At tliis city, merchant strangers of all nations had 
their keys and wharfs ; the Arabians sent gold ; 
the Sabians spice and frankincense ; the Scythian 
armour, Babylon oil, Indian purple garments, 
Egypt precious stones, Norway and Russia amber- 
greece and sables, and the Frenchmen wine. Ac- 
cording to the truth of Chronicles, this city is an- 
cienter than Rome, built of the ancient Troyans 
and of Brute, before that was built by Romulus and 
Rhemus ; and therefore useth the ancient customs 
of Rome. This city, even as Rome, is divided into 
wards ; it hath yearly sheriffs instead of consuls ; 
it hath the dignity of senators in aldermen. It hath 
under officers, common sewers, and conduits in 
streets ; according to the quality of causes, it hath 

fineral courts ana assembUes upon appointed da^'s. 
do not think that there is any city wherein are 
better customs, in firequenting the churches, in 
serving God, in keeping holy days, in giving ahns, 
in entertaining strangers, in solemnizing marriages, 
in furnishing banquets, celebrating funerals, and 
burying dead bodies. 

^ The only plagues of London are immoderate 
quaffing among uie foolish sort, and often casual- 
ties by fire. Most part of the bishops, abbots, and 
great lords of the land have houses there, where- 
unto they resort, and bestow much when they are 
called to parliament by the king, or to council by 
their metropolitan, or otherwise by their private 
business." 

Thus far Fitzstephen, of the estate of things in 
his time, whereunto may be added the present, by 
conference whereof the alteration will easily ap- 
pear. 

Men of trades and sellers of wares in this city 
have oftentimes since changed their places, as they 
have found their best advantage. For whereas 
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mereen and haberdMhen used to keep their shops 
in West Cheape *, of btter time they held them on 
London Bridm, where partly they yet remain. The 
goldsmiths of Gutheron's lane and Old Exchange 
are now for the most part removed into the south 
side of West Cheape, the peperers and grocers of 
Sopor's lane are now in Bucklesberrie, and other 
pfaMDes dispersed. The dn^»ers of Lombard street 
and of Comehill are seated in Candlewick street 
and Wathding street ; the skinners from St. Marie 
PeQiperSy or at the Axe, into Bodge row and Wal- 
hRM^ ; the stock fishmongers in Thames street ; 
wet fishmongers in Knightriders street and Bridge 
street ; the ironmongers, of Ironmongers' lane and 
Old Jnrie^ into Thames street ; the vintners from 
the Vinetree into divers places. But the brewers 
for the more part remain near to the friendly water 
of Thames ; the botchers in Elastcheape, St. Ni- 
cholas shambles, and the Stockes market ; the 
hosien of old time in Hosier lane, near onto Smith- 
field, are since removed into Cordwayner street, 
the upper part thereof by Bow church, and last of 
sU into Burchoveris lane by Comehill ; the shoe- 
maken and curriers of Cordwayner street removed, 
the one to St. Martin's le Grand, the other to Lon- 
don wall near unto Mooregate ; the founders re- 
main by themselves in Lothberie ; cooks f , or pas- 
telara, for the mere part in Thames street, the 
other d isper sed into divers parts ; poulters of late 
removed out of the Poultne, betwixt the Stockes 
and the sreat Conduit in Cheape, into Grasse street 
and St. Nicholas shambles ; bowyers, from Bow- 
yers' row by Ludgate into divers plac^ and almost 
worn oat with the fletchers ; pater noster makers 
of old time, or bead-makers, and text-writers, are 
gone oot of Pater noster row, and are called sta- 
tioners of Panic's churchyard X ; patten-makers, 
of Si. Margaret, Pattens' lane, clean worn out ; 
labourers every work-day are to be found in 
Cheape, about Scoter's land end ; horse-coursers 
and sellers of oxen, sheep, swine, and such like, 
remain in their old market of Smithfield, &c. 

That merchants of all nations had their keys 
and wharfr at this city, whereunto they brought 
their merchandizes before and in the reign of 
Henry II., mine author wrote of his own Imow- 
ledge to be true, though for the antiquity of the 
dty he took the oonunon opinion. Also that this 
dty was in his time and afore divided into wards, 
had yearly sherifb, aldermen, general courts, and 
assemblies, and such like notes by him set down, 
in commendation of the citizens ; whereof there is 



* That Lydgate, in his ballad of Lomdom Laekpemng (i 
p. 105 of the Seleetion tnm his Minor Potms, edited by Mr. 
Haliwell far the Percy Society) : 
** Then to the Chepe I began me drawne, 
Where mneh people I saw for to stands : 
One offinred me velret, syike and lawne, 
An other he taketh me by the haade, 
' Here Is Pluy's thred the fynestin the lande/" fee. 
f The cooks in Lydgate's time, as we learn from Ae same 
ballad, redded chiefly in Easteheap: 
** Then I hyed me into East Chepe ; 

One eryes ribbs of befe, and many a pye : 
Pewter pottes they clattered on a heape ; 
There was harpe, pype and mjmstreUye," &c. 
t " Pater noster beade-makers and text-writers are gone 
oat of Paternoster rowe into stationers of Taule's cburch- 
ysTd."— iJl tdUioih p. 63. 



no question, he wrote likewise of his own expe- 
rience, as being bom and brought up amongst 
them. 

And to confirm his opinion, concerning merchan- 
dizes then hither transported, whereof happily may 
be some argument, Thomas Clifford * (before Fitz- 
stephen's time), writing of Edward the Confessor, 
saith to this effect : ''King Edward, intending to 
make his sepulchre at Westminster ; for that it 
was near to the famous aty of London, and the 
river of Thames, that broueht in all kind of mer- 
chandizes from all parts of the world, &c." And 
William of Malmesbury, that lived in the reign of 
William I. and II., Henry I., and King Stephen, 
calleth this a noble city, full of wealthy citizens, 
frequented with the trade of merchandizes frtnn all 
parts of the world. Also I read, in divers records, 
that of old time no woad was stowed or harboured 
in this city, but all was presently sold in the ships, 
except by license purchased of the sheriffs, till of 
more later time ; to wit, in the year 1236, An- 
drew Bokerell, being mayor, by assent of the prin- 
cipal citizens, the merchants of Amiens, Nele, and 
Corby, purchased letters insealed with the common 
seal of die city, that they when they come might 
harbour their woads, and therefore should give the 
mayor every year fifty marks sterling ; and the 
same year they gave one hundred pounds towards 
the conveying of water from Tybom to this dty. 
Also the merchants of Normandie made fine for 
license to harbour their woads till it was otherwise 
provided, in the year 1263, Thomas Fitz Thomas 
being mayor, Slc^ which proveth that then as afore, 
they were here amongst other nations privileged. 

It followeth in Fitzstephen, that the plagues of 
London in that time were inmioderate quaffing 
among fools, and often casualties by fire. For the 
first — to wit, of quaffing — it continueth as afore, or 
rather is mightOy incr^wed, though greatly qua- 
lified among the poorer sort, not of any holy absti- 
nence, but of mere necessity, ale and beer being 
small, and wines in price above their reach. As 
for prevention of casualties by fire, the houses in 
this city being then built all of timber, and covered 
with thatch of straw or reed, it was long since 
thought good policy in our forefathers wisely to 
provide, nameW, in the year of Christ 1189, the 
first of Richard I., Henry Fitzalwine f being then 
mayor, that all men in this city should build their 
houses of stone up to a certain height, and to cover 
them with slate or baked tile ; since which time, 
thanks be given to God, there hath not happened 
the like often consuming fires in this city as afore. 

But now in our time, instead of these enormities, 
others are come in place no less meet to l>e re- 
formed ; namely, purprestures, or encroachments 
on the highways, lanes, and common grounds, in 
and about this city ; whereof a learned gentleman 
and grave citizen^ hath not many years since written 
and exhibited a book to the mayor and common- 
alty ; which book, whether the same have been by 
them read and diligently considered upon, I know 
not, but sure I am nothing is reformed since con- 
cerning this matter. 

Then the number of cars, drays, carts, and 

* Thomas Clifliml. 

f Lib. Conttitationis. Lib. Horme. Lib. Clarkenwell. 

J W, Pdtten. 
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coacheSy more than hath been accustomed, the 
streets and lanes being straitened, must needs be 
dangerous, as daily experience proveth. 

The coachman rides behind the horse tails, 
lasheth them, and looketh not behind him ; the 
drayman sitteth and sleepeth on his dray, and iet- 
teth his horse lead him home. I know that, by 
the good laws and customs of this city *, shodde 
cartsf are forbidden to enter the same, except upon 
reasonable cause, as service of the prince, or such 
like, they be tolerated. Also that the fore horse of 
every carriage should be lead by hand ; but these 
good orders are not observed. Of old time coaches 
were not known in this island, but chariots or 
whirliootes, then so called, and they only used of 
princes or great estates, such as had their footmen 
about them ; and for example to note, I read that 
Richard II., being threatened by the rebels of 
Kent, rode from the Tower of London to the Myles 
end, and with him his mother, because she was sick 
and weak, in a whirlicote, the EarLs of Buckingham, 
Kent, Warwicke, and Oxford, Sir Thomas Percie, 
Sir Robert Knowles, the Mayor of London, Sir 
Aubery de Vere, that bare the king's sword, with 
other knights and esquires attending on horseback. 
But in the next year, the said King Richard took 
to wife Anne, daughter to the King of Bohemia, 
that first brought hither the riding upon side-sad- 
dles ; and so was the riding in wherlicoates and 
chariots forsaken, except at coronations and such 
like spectacles ; but now of late years the use of 
coaches, brought out of Germany, is taken up, and 
made so common, as there is neither distinction of 
time nor difference of persons observed ; for the 
world runs on wheels with many whose parents 
were glad to go on foot. 

Last of all, mine author in this chapter hath 
these words X • ** Most part of the bishops, abbots, 
and great lords of the land, as if they were citizens 
and freemen of London, had many fair houses to 
resort unto, and many rich and wealthy gentlemen 
spent their money there." And in another place 
he hath these words : ^ Every Sunday in Lent a 
fresh company of young men comes into the fields on 
horseback, and the best horsemen conducteth the 
rest ; then march forth the citizen's sons, and other 
young men, with disarmed lances and shields, and 
practise feats of war ; many courtiers likewise and 
attendants of noblemen repair to this exercise, and 
whilst the hope of victory doth inflame their minds, 
they do show good proof how serviceable they 
would be in martial affairs, &c." Again he saith : 
'^ This city, in the troublesome time of King Ste- 
phen, showed at a muster twenty thousand armed 
norsemen and forty thousand footmen, 'serviceable 
for the wars, &c." All which sayings of the said 
author, well considered, do plainly prove that in 
those days the inhabitants and repairers to this 
city, of what estate soever, spiritual or temporal, 
having houses here, lived together in good amity 
with the citizens, every man observing the customs 
and orders of the city, and those to be contributary 
to charges here, rather than in any part of the land 
wheresoever. This city, being the heart of the 
realm, the king's chamber and prince's seat, where- 
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* Lib. 8. Maris Eborum. 

f Carts shod or bound with iron. Carrtela ferro ligaUe 
are mentioned in the Liber Oarderoba, Edw. I. 
t W. Fitzstephen. 



unto they made repaur, and showed their forces, 
both of horses and of men, which caused in trou- 
blesome time, as of King Stephen, the musters of 
this city to be so great in number. 

And here, to touch somewhat of greater families 
and households kept in former times by noblem^i, 
and great estates of this realm, according to their 
honours or dignities*, I have seen an account 
made by H. Leicester, cofferer to Thomas Earl of 
Lancaster, for one whole year's expenses in the 
Earl's house, from the day next after Michaelmass, 
in the seventh year of Edward II., until Michael- 
mass in the eighth year of the same king, amount- 
ing to the sum of 7957^. 13f. 4^. as followeth f : 

To wit, in the pantry, buttery, and kitchen, 34IMK. 
&c. ; for one hundred and eighty-four tons, one pipe 
of red or claret wine, and one ton of white wine 
bought for the house, 104/. 17f. 9d, 

For grocery ware, 180^. 17». 

For six barrels of sturgeon, 192. 

For six thousand eight hundred stock-fishes, so 
called for dried fishes of all sorts, as lings, luibar- 
dines, and other, 412. 6s. Id. 

For one thousand seven hundred and fourteen 
pounds of waxe, with vermelion and turpentine to 
make red waxe, 314/. 'J*. 4\d. 

For two thousand three hundred and nineteen 
pounds of tallow candles for the household, uid 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy of lights 
for Paris candles, called perchers, 312. 14«. 3i. 

Expences on the earl's great horses, and the 
keeper's wages, 4862. 4s. 3|J. 

Linen cloth for the earl and his chaplains, and 
for the pantry, 432. 17<* 

For one hundred and twenty-nine dozen of parch- 
ment, with ink, 42. 8s. 3}^. 

Sum, 52302. 17«. Ikd, 

Item, for two cloths of scarlet fur the earl against 
Christmass, one cloth of russet for the Bishop of 
Angew, seventy cloths of blue for the knights (as 
they were then termed), fifteen cloths of medley 
for the lords' clerks, twenty-eight cloths for the 
esquires, fifteen cloths for ofiicers, nineteen cloths 
for grooms, five cloths for archers, four cloths for 
minstrels and carpenters, with the sharing and 
carriage for the earl's liveries^ at Christmasse, 
4602. 16s. 

* There are few documents calculated to throw greater 
light upon the social and domestic life of our ancestors than 
their Household Books. 8to«r has here set an example, 
which has of late years been followed to a great extent. The 
Liber Garderobte, Edw. I., published by the Society of An- 
tiqiiaries in 17B7— The Northumberland Housdtold Book— 
The Privy Puree Expend oS Henry nil.— The Privy Puree 
Bxpeneee of the Prineeee Mary, &c.; and lastly, the handsome 
volume, printed for the Roxburgh Club by Beriah Botfleld, 
Esq., M.P., containing the Houtehotd Book of the Connteet 
of Leieetler, wife of Simon de Montford^ and that of Sir John 
Howard, afterwards Duke of Norfolk, in the reign of Ri- 
chard III., afford views of ancient manners and illustrations 
of olden customs, which would be sought for in vain in 
works of a graver character. 

t Record of Pontefhict, as I could obtain of M. Cudnor. — 
Stow. 

X " The practice of giving liveries to menial servants has 
not originated in modern times," says Douce — Illuetraiione 
ofShakepere, i. SS4 — in a long and curious note ; in which he 
tells us, that it is mentioned in some of the statutes made in the 
reign of Richard II. In the time of Edward IV. the terms 
livery and badge appear to have been synonymous ; the former 
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Item, for aeren fiin of variable miniver (or 
powdered ermine), seven hoods of purple, three 
iiiDidTed and ninety-five furs of budge for the li- 
▼eries of barons, knights, and clerks, one hundred 
and twenty-three fors of lamb for esquires, bought 
at Christmas, 14?/. 17«. &i. 

Item, sixty-five cloths, safiron colour, for the 
barons and knishts in sunmier, twelve red cloths, 
mixed, for derxs, twenty-six cloths, ray, for es- 
quires, one ck>th,ray, for officers' coats in summer, 
and four cloths, ray, for carpets in the hall, for 
UU. 13f.&i. 

Item, one hundred pieces of green silk for the 
knights, fourteen budge furs for surcoats, thirteen 
hoods of budge for clerks, and seventy-five furs 
of Iambs for the lord's liveries in summer, with 
canvas and cords to truss them, ^2l. I9s. 

Item, saddles for the lord's liveries in summer, 
51/. fit. 8d. 

Item, one saddle for the earl of the prince's arms, 
40f. 

Sum, lOTflf. 18f. Si. 

Item, for things bought, whereof cannot be read 
in my note, 241/. 14f. l^d. 

For horses lost in service of the earl, 81. 6«. Sd. 

Fees paid to earls, barons, knights, and esquires, 
023/.15i.&i. 

In gifts to knights of France, the Queen of Eng- 
land's nurses, to the Countess of Warren, esquires, 
minstrels, messengers, and riders, 921. 14*. 

Item, one hundred and sixty-eight yards of rus- 
set doth *, and twenty-four coats for poor men, with 
money given to the poor on Maundy Thursday f , 
91. 16*. 7(L 

luring no doubt been borrowed from the French language, 
ud signifying a thing delivered. The badge consisted of the 
nsster's device, crest, or arms, on a separate piece of cloth, 
ortometimes silver, in the form of a shield, fastened to the 
left sleeve. In Eliaabeth's time, as appears from Hentxer's 
Tre^eU, p. 156, the nobility gave silver badges ; but fh>m 
Fynes Mor]raon, who says, "The servants of gentlemen 
vere wont to weare bUw coatee, with their master's badge of 
■flver on the left sleeve, but now they most commonly weare 
elokes garded with lace, all the servantes of one family the 
same liverie for colour and ornament." It is supposed the 
deeve badge was left off in the reign of James I. 

The badge, which was at one time so general an accom- 
paniment to a blue coat, that when any thing wanted its 
usual appendage, it was proverbially said to be like a blue 
ceai witkout a badge, was not confined to menial servants, 
but extended to reUdner$ ; a class of men of no small im- 
poitsaee among oar ancestors, and not always consisting of 
nen of low condition. The following stansa from the fine old 
bsUad of Tiaufs AUeraUon, is highly illustrative of the 
rab}ect: 

" The n(^Ues of our land 

Were much delighted then, 
To have at their command 

A crew of lusty men ; 
Which by their coats were known. 

Of tawny, red, or blue, 
With crests on their sleeves shown. 

When this old cap was new." 
* Northern russet, half a yard and half a quarter broad, I 
have seen sold for fimr-pence the yard, and was good cloth 
of a minted colour. — Stow. 

t Much illustration of the customs connected with the 
distribution of alms and bounty on the day preceding Good 
Friday, which is supposed to take its name from the maunds, 
or baskets, in which such gifts were contained (as Shaksperc 

" A thousand fsvoura from her maund she drew"), 



Item, twenty-four silver dishes, so many saucers 
and so many cups for the buttery, one pair of pater 
nostcrs, and one silver coffin, bought this year, 
103/. &s. 6d. 

To divers messengers about the earl's business, 
34/. I9s. 3d. 

In the earl's chamber, fi/. 

To divers men for the earl's old debts, 
S8l.\6K.0id. 

Sum, 1207/. 7«. Uid. 

The expences of the countess at Pickering for 
the time of this account, as in the pantiy, buttery, 
kitchen, and other places, concerning these offices, 
285/. i:ir. O^d. 

In wine, wax, spices, cloths, furs, and other 
things for the countess' wardrobe, 154/. 7«* 4|cl. 
Sum, 439/. 8«. (i\d. 

Sum total of the w-hole expences, 7957/. I3t. 4^1. 

Thus much for this Earl of Lancaster. 

More I read, that in the 14th of the same £^- 
ward II., Hugh Spencer the elder (condemned by 
the commonalty) was banished the realm ; at which 
time it was found by inquisition that the said 
Spencer had in sundry shires, fifty-nine manors: 
he had twenty-eight thousand sheep, one thou- 
sand oxen and steers, one thousand two hundred 
kine, with their calves, forty mares with their 
colts, one hundred and sixty drawing horses, two 
thousand hogs, three hundred bullocks, forty tuns 
of wine, six hundred bacons, eighty carcases of 
Martilmasse beef, six hundred muttons in larder, 
ten tuns of cider ; his armour, plate, jewels, and 
ready money, better than 10,000/., thirty-six sacks 
of wool, and a library of books. ThuH much the 
record, which provision for household showeth a 
great family there to be kept. 

Nearer to our time, I read *, in the 36th of 
Henry VI., that the greater estates of the reahn 
being called up to London, 

The Earl of Salisbury came with five hundred 
men on horseback, and was lodged in the Herber. 

Richard, Duke of York, with four hundred men, 
lodged at Baynard's castle. 

The Dukes of Excester and Sommerset, with 
eight himdred men. 

The Earl of Northumberland, the Lord Egre- 
mont, and the Lord Clifford, with fifteen hundred 
men. 

Richard Nevill, Earl of Warwick, with six 
hundred men, all in red jackets, embroidered with 
ragged staves before and behind, and was lodged in 
Warwicke lane ; in whose house there was often- 
times six oxen eaten at a breakfast, and every 
tavern was full of his meat ; for he that had any 
acquaintance in that house, might have there so 
much of sodden and roast meat as he could prick 
and c&rry upon a long dagger. 

Richard Redman, Bishop of Ely, 1500, the 17th 
of Henry VII. f, besides his great family, house- 
will be found in Thorns' Book of the Court, p. 310—315 ; 
where it is stated that one of the earliest instances on record 
is preserved in the Roiulus MUee, or Roll of the Wardrobe 
Expences of King John, in which there appears an item of 
fourteen shillings and one penny " for alms to thirteen poor 
persons, every one of whom receive thirteen pence at Ro- 
chester, on Thursday, in Coena Domini ;" John having then 
reigned thirteen complete years. 

* Rob. Fabian, manuscript. 
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have Bet duvm tho onler of his 
liousehold, {>iu«ing all otber subjecU of 
His Bervkats, duly rttlending in his housv, 
' about four huiidred, omitting hU scrr- 
iiita, which were many, 
cholu West, BUhop of Ely, in the yetr 1833, 
conlinuatly in bis hoiwe an hundred servauta, 
giving lo the ono half of ihem S3(. 4il. the pime 
yearly ; to the oihir half each 40i. the {liece ; to 
erery one for hia winter go*ii four yanb uf broad 
oloth, uid for his summer coat thrve yarda and a 
half : he duly gavu at hia gates, biaidM hcvad and 
drink, wann meat to two hundred poor people. 

The bouaekeeping of Edward, late Earl of Derby, 
ia not to be forgotten, who had two hundred and 
twenty men in check roll : hia feeding aged per- 
sona twice every day, aiAty and odd, bcHides sU 
comera, thrice a week, appointed fur hia dealing 
days, and every Good Friday two thousand neven 
hundred, with meat, drink, and money. 

Thomaa Audley, lord chancellor, hia family of 
gentlemen before him, in coats garded with felvet, 
uid chains of gold ; his yeoman after him in the 
nme livery, not garded. 

William Powlet, lord great master, Marquis of 
Winclioater, kept the like number of gentlemen 
■od yeomen in a livery f of Reading tawny, and 
pvat relief at hia gate. 

Thomas Lord Cromwell, Eari of Eaaex, kept the 
like or greater number in a livery of grey marble ; 
the gentlemen garded with velvet, the yeomen with 
' ■■ -■ ■ aiiina large enough for 
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Edward, DukeofSommvraet, wna not inferior in 
keeping a number of lull and comely gentlemen 
and yeomen, though hia liouw was then in building, 
and most of hia men were lodjfcd abruad. 

The late Earl of Oxford, father to liim that now 
lirelh, hath been noted within these forty yeara to 
haie ridden into this cii}', and so to hia house by 
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London alone, with eighty gentlemen in a livery of 
Reading tawny, and chaina of gold about thi * 
necka, before him, and one faondred tail yeomf 
in the like livery, to follow him without chains, b 
all having hia cot^iiance of the blue boar ei 
broidered on tlieir left shoulder. 



These, aa all other of IhMT times, gave great re- 
lief to the poor. 1 myself, in that decllnmg time 
of chanty, have oft seen at the Lord Cromwell's 
gate iu Loudon more than two hundred persona 
served twice every day witli bread, meat, and 
drink sufficient ; for he observed that at 
charitable custom, as all prelates, noblemi , 
of honour and worship, his predeccMors, had dme 
before him ; whereof somewhat t( 
pie, Venemble Hcde writeih, that preUtea of his 
time having pcradventuro but wooden churebea, 
had notwithalanding on their board at their i 
one alms' diiih, into (be which was nrved 
good portion of meat out of every other 
brought to their table ; all which waa gi<en t 
poor, besides the fragments left, in so much u 
hard time, a poor prelate wanting victuals, hath 
caused his alma' dish, being silver, to be divided 
among the poor, therewith to ahift aa Ihey conid, 
till God should send them belter store. 

Sueh a preUte was Ethelwald, Bishop of Win- 
chester, in the reign of King Edgar, aboat the year 
of Cliriat 963 : he in a great famine i ' ' _ " 

the aiuTcd vessels ot his church for to relieve the 
almost starved people, saying that ther 
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abound in riches, and livaly temples of the Huly 
Gh'isl to lock it. 

Walter de SulRlde, Bishop of Norwich, wa 
the like mind ; about the ^r 1245, in a tim 
great dearth, he sold all hia plate, and distributed 



the poor every pennyworth, 
obert Winchefsey, Arcbbinhon of C 
about the year 1SS3, besides the daily fragmen 



overy Friday and Sunday, u 
every beggar that eame lo his gal«, a loaf of bread 
snflicieni for that day, and there more usually, every 
■Dch alms' day, in time of dearth, to the numbi 
five thousand, and otherwise four thousand, at . ._ 
least ; more, he used every great featival day V> 
give one hundred and fifty pence to bo many 
poor people, to send daily meat, bread, and drink, 
to such IB by age or sickness were not abl 
fetch his alms, and to send meat, money, 
apparel to such aa he thought needed iL 

I read*,iu 1171, that Heui^ II., after bis retom 
into England, did peiiaoce for the slaughter of 

■m- Becket, of whom (a sore dearth increasing) 

' persona, from the tint of .'Vpril, till 
new cnm was inned, were daily fed and ausloined. 

More, I find recordedt.thalin the year IS3(i, the 
iOlh of Henry III., William de Haverhnll, the 
king's trcaanrer, was eomnumded, that upon the 
day of the Qrcumdsiou of nur Lord, aii thorn 
poor people should bo fed at Westminster, for 
stale of the kin;;, (]ueen, and their cULldren. The 
like commandment ilie said K'mg Henry gave to 
Hugh Gifford and William Browne, that npon Fri- 
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made into bratd, beflides his bIium dish, f^'mgmenbi 
of bis bmuB, vu) gmt Bum* of mone)> given to Ihe 
poor when he jonmcj'ed. And tluit the«e Alms 



I read, in tbe yeir 1493, that Richard, Duke of 
Yotk, tben ebuming the erown, the Lord RiTer* 
(iMrald have passed the sea about tho king's bud- 
Dcsa, bnt staTing at Pliminoth till his money was 
■pent, and Uien sending for more, the Duke of 
Sonunenet lent him the ima» of SC George in 
niTer and gold, to be sold, widi the alms dish of 
the Duke of GioeeMer, which wu also of great 
price, fnr coin bad they none. 

Tn end of orden and cDsloma in this city, also of 
great families kept bv honourable (lersons thither 
repairing, and of charitable alms of old times given, 
I By, bir ennelanon, that ail nobis persons, and 
otlier of hoDonr and worship, in former times lodg- 
ing in this city, or libertiea thereof, did without 
grudging bear their parts in charges with the citi- 
zens, according to their estimated estates, as I have 
before said, and could prove by examples ; but li 



n call 



d, and could prove by example 
to mind Sir Thomas Cromwcl, 






privy seal and vicar-general, lying in the city of 
London ; he bare his charges to the grf«t muster 
there in i.B. 1639 ; he sent his men in great num- 
ber to the Miles end, and after them their armour 
in eaiv, with their coats of while cloth, the arms of 
thia d^ ; to wit, a red cross, and a sword, on the 
trnast and baek ; which armour and coats they 
ware amongst the citiieos, without any difference, 
and marebed through the city 



' na now," saith Fitislephen, " come to the 
I and pastimes, seeing it is fit that a city should 
not only be commodious and serious, but also merry 
and qiortfiil ; whereupon in the seals of the popes, 
until tbe time of Pope Leo, uti the one ude was 
St Peter ftshmg, with a key over him, reached as it 
were by the hand of God out of heaven, and about 



" But London, for the nhows upon theatres, and 
comical pastimes, hath holy plays, representations 
of miracles, which holy eonfenBuni have wrought, or 
representations of torments wherein the constancy 
of martyrs appeared. Every j'ear also at Slirove 
Tuesday, that we may begin with children's sports, 
seeing we all have been children, the Bcbool.baya 
do Lrmg cocks of the game (o their master, and all 
the forenoon they delight themselves m cuck-fight- 
ing : after dinner, all the youths go into the fields 
to play at the ball 

" The schoUrs of every school have Iheir ball, or 
basloQ, in their hands ; the ancient and wealthy 
men of the city come forth on horseback to see the 
sport of the young men, and tu lake part of the 
ijeasure in beholding their agility. Every Friday 
in Lent a freah company of young men comes into 
the field on horseback, and the best horseman coD- 
ductelh the rest. Then march forth Uie citizens' 
eons, and other young men, with disarmed lancea 
and shields, and there Ihey ptsctise feats of war. 
Many courtiera likewise, when the king liclh near, 
and attendants of noblemen, da repair to these ex- 
ercises ; and while the hope of victory doth inflanie 
their minds, do show good proof how servieeable 
(hey would be in martial iJTurs. 

" In Easier holidays they tight battles on the 
water ; a shield is hung upon a pole, fixed in the 
midst of tbe stream, a boat is prepared wilhont 
oars, to be carried by violence of the water, and in 
the fore part thereof standeth a young man, ready 
to give charge upon the shield with hia lance ; if 
so bo he breaketh his lance against the shield, and 
dolh not fall, he Ls thouglit lu have perfomied a 
worthy deed ; if so be, without breaking hia lance, 
' '' tgly against the ahield, dc ' 



fallen 



', for the boat i 



ilently 



ich side of (he shield 
ride two boats, furnished with young men, which 
recover him that fallclh as soon ss they may. Upon 
the bridge, wharfs, and houses, by the river's side, 
stand gnat numtters to see and laugh thereat. 
" In the holidays all ' ' ' 



eapmg, c 



>ting,» 



tlmg. 



And m the other si 
tknonit: 'Anna 
«f Angnstos CKaar i 
duws and aporla, w 



I UquUti, lusdpe cli 
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casting the stone, and prHcIising Ihcir shields 
maidens trip in their timbrels, and dance ss long as 
Ihey can well see. In winter, every holiday before 
dinner, the boars prepared for brawn are set to 
fight, or else bulls and bears are luuled. 

" When the great ten, or moor, which watenlh 
the walls of the city ou the nortfi side, ia frozen, 
tnsny young men play upoa the ice ; some, striding 
as wide as ibey may, do slide swiftly ; others make 
themselves seats of ice, as great as millstones ; one 
wis down, many hand in band do draw him, and 
one slipping on a sodden, all fall together ; some 
tie bones lo their feet * and under their heels ; and 
shoving tbenuelvea by a little picked staif, do slide 
MB swiftly as a bird Sieth in the air, or an arrow 
out of a cross-bow. Sometime two run together 
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with poles, and hitting one the other, either one or 
both do fall, not without hurt ; some break their 
arms, some their legs, but youth desirous of glory 
in thb sort exerciseth itself against the time of 
war. Many of the citizens do delight themselves 
in hawks and hounds ; for they have liberty of 
hunting in Middlesex, Hartfordshire, all Chiltron, 
and in Kent to the water of Cray." Thus far Fitz- 
stephen of sports. 

These, or the like exercises, have been continued 
till our time, namely, in stage plays, whereof ye 
may read in anno 1391, a play by the parish clerks 
of London at the Skinner's well besides Smithfield, 
which continued three days together, the king, 
queen, and nobles of the realm being present. And 
of another, in the year 1409, which lasted eight 
days, and was of matter from the creation of the 
world, whereat was present most part of the nobi- 
lity and gentry of England. Of late time, in place 
of those stage plays, hath been used comedies, tra- 
gedies, interludes, and histories, both true and 
feigned ; for the acting whereof certain public 
places* have been erected. Also cocks of the 
game are yet cherished by divers men for their 
pleasures, much money being laid on their heads, 
when they fight in pits, whereof some be costly 
made for that purpose. The ball is used by noble- 
men and gentlemen in tennis courts, and by people 
of meaner sort in the open fields and streets. 

The marching forth of citizens' sons, and other 
yoimg men on horseback, with disarmed lances and 
shields, there to practise feats of war, man against 
man, hath long since been left off, but in their stead 
they have used on horseback to run at a dead mark, 
called a quinten ; for note whereof I read f , that in 
the year of Christ 1253, the 38th of Henry III., 
the youthful citizens, for an exercise of their acti- 
vity, set forth a game to run at the quinten ; and 




whoever did best should have a peacock, which 
they had prepared as a prize. Certain of the king's 
servants, because the court lay then at West- 
minster, came, as it were, in spite of the citizens, to 
that game, and giving reproachful names to the 
Londoners, which for the dignity of the city, and 
ancient privilege which they ought to have enjoyed, 
were called barons, the said Londoners, not able 
to bear so to be misused, fell upon the king's ser- 
vants, and beat them shrewdly, so that upon com- 
plaint to the king he fined the citizens to pay a 
thousand marks. This exercise of running at the 
quinten was practised by the youthful citizens as 
well iu summer as in winter, namely, in the feast 
of Christmas, I have seen a quinten set upon Come- 
hill, by the Leaden hall, where the attendants on 

• •• As the Theater, the Curtine," &c.—]it edition. 
t Matt. Paris. 



the lords of merry disports have run, and made 
great pastime ; for he that hit not the broad end 
of the quinten was of all men laughed to scorn, and 
he that hit it full, if he rid not the faster, lutd a 
sound blow in his neck with a bag full of sand 
hung on the other end. I have also in the sum* 
mer season seen some upon the river of Thames 
rowed in wherries, with staves in their hands, flat 
at the fore end, running one against another, and 
for the most part, one or boUi overthrown, and 
well ducked. 

On the holy days in summer the youths of this 
city have in the field exercised themselves in leap- 
ing, dancing, shooting, wrestling, casting of the 
the stone or ball, &c. 

And for defence and use of the weapon, there is 
a special profession of men that teach it. Ye may 
read in mine Annals how that in the year 1222 the 
citizens kept games of defence, and wrestlings, near 
unto the hospital of St. Giles in the field, where 
they challenged, and had the mastery of the men 
in the suburbs, and other commoners, &c. Also, 
in the year 1453, of a tumult made against the 
mayor at the wrestling besides Clearke's well, &e. 
Which is sufficient to prove that of old time the 
exercising of wrestling, and such like, hath been 
much more used than of later years. The youths 
of this city also have used on holy days after even- 
ing prayer, at their masters' doors, to exercise their 
wasters and bucklers * ; and the maidens, one of 
them playing on a timbrel, in sight of their masters 
and dames, to dance for garlands hung athwart the 
streets ; which open pastimes in mv youth being 
now suppressed, worse practices within doors are 
to be feared. As for the baiting of bulls and bears, 
they are to this day much frequented, namely, in 
Bear gardens f, on the Bank's side, wherein be 
prepared scaffolds for beholders to stand upon. 
Sliding upon the ice is now but children's ptay ; 
but in hawking and hunting many grave citizens 
at this present have great delight, and do rather 
want leisure than goodwill to follow it. 

Of triumphant shows made by the citizens of 
London, ye may read Xt ^^ the year 1236, the 20th 
of Henry III., Andrew Bockwell then being mayor, 
how Helianor, daughter to Reymond, EUurl of Pro- 
vance, riding Uirough the city towards Westminster, 
there to be crowned queen of England, the city 
was adorned with silks, and in the night with 
lamps, cressets, and other lights without number, 
besides many pageants and strange devices there 
presented ; the citizens also rode to meet the king 
and queen, clothed in long garments embroidered 
about with gold, and silks of divers colours, their 
horses gallantly trapped to the munber of three 
hundred and sixty, every man bearing a cup of 
gold or silver in his hand, and the kin^s tnmapet- 
ers sounding before them. These citizens did 
minister wine, as bottelers, which is tlieir service, 
at their coronation. More, in the year 1293, for 
victory obtained by Edward I. against the Scots, 
every citizen, accoxnling to their several trade, made 

* Strutt, in his Sports and Pattimei, book III. chap. vL 
sec. 22. has given an engraving, ttxtm a drawing in a Bod- 
leian MS., in which he supposes this pastime to be repre- 
sented, where clubs or bludgeons are substituted for swords. 

t The Bear garden on the Bankside is not mentioned in 
the first edition. 

X Matt. Paris. 
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their aeveral show, but especially the fishmongers, 
which in a solemn procession passed through the 
ci^, having, amongst other pageants and shows, 
fmar sturgeons eilt, carried on four horses ; then 
four salmons of silrer on four horses ; and after 
them six and forty armed knights riding on horses, 
made like luces of the sea ; and then one repre- 
senting St. Magnus, because it was upon St. Mag- 
nus' daj, with a thousand horsemen, Sec. 

One other show, in the year 1377) made by the 
dtizens for disport of the young prince, Richard, 
son to the Black Prince, in the &ast of Christmas, 
in this manner : — On the Sunday before Candle- 
mas, in the night, one hundred and thirty citizens, 
disguised, and well horsed, in a mummery, with 
sound of trumpets, sackbuts, comets, shalmes, and 
other minstrels, and innumerable torch lights of 
wax, rode from Newgate, through Cheape, over the 
bridge, Uirongh Souuiwarke, and so to Kennington 
beside Lambhith, where the young prince remamed 
with his mother and the Duke of Lancaster his 
uncle, the Earls of Cambridge, Hertford, War- 
wicke, and Suffolke, with divers other lords. In 
the first rank did ride forty-eight in the likeness 
and habit of esquires, two and two together, clothed 
in red coats and gowns of say or sandal, with 
comely visors on their faces ; after them came 
riding forty-eight knights in the same livery of 
colour and stuff ; then followed one richly arrayed 
like an emperor ; and after him some distance, 
one stately attired like a pope, whom followed 
twenty-four cardinals, and after them eight or ten 
with black visors, not amiable, as if they had been 
legates from some foreign princes. These maskers, 
after they had entered Kenington, alighted from 
their horses, and entered the hall on foot ; which 
done, the prince, his mother, and the lordis, came 
out of the chamber into the hall, whom the said 
mummers did salute, showing by a pair of dice 
apon the table their desire to play with the prince, 
which they so handled that the prince did always 
win when he cast them. Then tiie mummers set 
to the prince three jewels, one after another, which 
wer« a bowl of gola, a cup of gold, and a ring of 
gold, which the prince won at three casts. Then 
they set to the prince's mother, the duke, the earls, 
and other lords, to every one a ring of gold, which 
ihey did also win. After which they were feasted, 
and the music sounded, the prince and lords danced 
on the one part with the mummers, which did also 
dance ; which jollity being ended, they were again 
made to drink, and then departed in order as they 
came. 

The like was in Heniy IV., in the 2nd of his 
reign, he then keeping his Christmas at Eltham, 
twelve aldermen of London and their sons rode in a 
momming, and had great thanks. 

Thus much for sportful shows in triumphs may 
■office. Now for sports and pastimes yearly used. 

First, in the feast of Christmas, there was in the 
king's house, wheresoever he was lodged, a lord of 
misrule, or master of merry disports *, and the like 



* In the new edition of Brand's Popular Antiquitiea^ 
edited by Sir Henry ElUs, vol. i. 272—278, will be found 
s Teiy large and curious collection of materials illustrative of 
tUs ancient custom. The lord mayor's fool, a personage 
whose memory is yet preserved in proverbial sayings, was 
00 doabt the party hers alluded to as the lord of misrule, 



had ye in the house of every nobleman of honour 
or good worship, were he spiritual or temporal. 
Amongst the which the mayor of London, and 
either of the sheriffs, had their several lords of 
mi9rule,ever contending, without quarrel or offence, 
who should make the rarest pastimes to delight the 
beholders. These lords beginning their rule on 
Alhollon eve, continued the same till the morrow 
after the Feast of the Purification, commonly called 
Candlemas day. In all which space there were fine 
and subtle disguisings, masks, and mummeries, 
with playing at cards for counters, nails, and 
points, in every house, more for pastime than for 
gain. 

Against the feast of Christmas every man's house, 
as also the parish churches, were decked with holm, 
ivy, bays, and whatsoever the season of the year 
afforded to be green *. The conduits and standards 
in the streets were likewise garnished ; amongst 
the which I read, in the year 1444, that by tempest 
of thunder and lightning, on the 1st of February, 
at night, Powle's steeple was fired, but with great 
labour quenched ; and towards the morning of 
Candlenuis day, at the Leaden hall in Com hill, 
a standard of tree being set up in midst of the pave- 
ment, fast in the ground, nailed full of holm and 
ivy, for disport of Christmas to the people, was 
torn up, and cast down by the malignant spirit (as 
was thought), and the stones of the pavement all 
about were cast in the streets, and into divers 
houses, so that the people were sore aghast of the 
great tempests. 

In the week before Easter had ye great shows 
made for the fetching in of a twisted tree, or with, 
as they termed it, out of the woods into the king's 
house ; and the like into every man's house of 
honour or worship f. 

and belonged to that class of professed Jesters, styled by Mr. 
Douce In his dissertation on the clowns and fools of Shak- 
spere, {lUtutrationt of Shaktpere, ii. 304>, the city or corpo- 
ration fool. A portrait of one of these worthies, William 
Weber, " Spruchsprecher" to the city of Nuremberg, is 
given by Flogel ; and the reader who would see the extra- 
ordinary liberties which theie privileged masters of merry 
disport were sometimes permitted, is referred to the Har- 
leian MS. No. 6395, where he will find numerous tales illus- 
trative of this point, and the manners of the times ; but of 
which one only was found to be sufficiently free from gross- 
ness to admit of its being printed in the collection ot Ante- 
dotes and Traditions, published by the Camden Society. 

* For Airther illustration of this custom, see also Brand's 
Popular Antiquities, I. 254 — 8. 

t Strange to say, this curious allusion to a very remark- 
able custom appears to have escaped the notice not only of 
Brand, but of his learned and accomplished editor. Sir Henry 
Ellis. The tree here alluded to was doubtless brought in as 
an emblem of authority, perhaps of Judicial authority, since 
in the middle ages, courts of Justice were so frequently held 
under the shadow of some wide-spreading and well-known 
tree, that " under the linden" became a common mode of 
expressing the locality in which Justice was administered. 
See Grimm's DeuUche RechU AUherthUmer, p. 796, and the 
fine old Dutch ballad, " Ilet daghet uit den oosten," in Hoflf- 
man's Hora Belgiea (pars II. Hollandisehe Volksliedtr, 
p. 101.)— 

" The maiden took her mantle. 
And hastened on her way, 
• Where under the green linden 
Her murdered lover lay." 

And which words, " under the green linden,** are sup- 
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May Games. 

Robin Hood and his men dioot 
before the king. 



STOWS SURVEY 



Of watches in this city, and 
other matters oommamled, 
and tlie cause why 



In the mooth of Kay, namely, on May-day in 
the morning, every man, except impediment, wonld 
walk into the sweet meadows and green woods, 
there to rejoice their spirits with tlie beauty and 
sayour of sweet flowers, and with the harmony of 
birds, praising God in their kind ; and for example 
hereof, Edward Hall hath noted, that King Henry 
YIII., as in the 3rd of his reign, and divers 
other years, so namely, in the 7th of his reign, on 
May day in the morning, with Queen Katherine his 
wife, accompanied with many lords and ladies, rode 
a-maying from Greenwitch to the high ground of 
Shooter*s hill, where, as they posaed by the way, 
they espied a company of tall yeomen, clothed i^ 
in green, with green hoods, and bows and arrows, 
to the number of two hundred ; one being their 
chieftain, was called Robin Hoode, who required 
the king and his company to stay and see his men 
shoot ; whereunto the king grautiug, Robin Hoode 
whistled, and all the two hundred archers shot off, 
loosing all at once ; and when he whistled again 
they likewise shot again ; their arrows whistled by 
craft of the head, so that the noise was strange 
and loud, which greatly delighted the king, queen, 
and their company. Moreover, this Robm Hoode 
desired the king and queen, with their retinue, to 
enter the green wood, where, in harbours made of 
boughs, and decked with flowers, they were set and 
served plentifully with venison and wine by Robin 
Hoode and his men, to their great contentment, 
and had other pageants and pastimes, as ye may 
read in my said author. 

I And also, that in the month of May, tiie citizens 
of London of all estates, lightly in every parish, or 
sometimes two or three parishes joining together, 
had their several mayiiigs, and did fetcli in May- 
poles, with divers warlike shows, with good archers, 
morris dancers, and other devices, for pastime all 
the day long ; and toward the evening they had 
stage plays, and bonflres in the streets. Of these 
mayings we read, in the reign .of Henry VI., that 
the aldermen and sheriffs of London, being on May- 
day at. the Bi»hop of London's wood, in the parish 
of Stebunheath *, and having there a worshipful 
dinner for themselves and other commoners, Lyd- 
gate the poet, that was a monk of Bury, sent to 
them, by a pursuivant, a joyful commendation of 
that season, containing sixteen staves of metre 
royal, beginning thus : — 

" MIghtie Flora I goddess of fresh flowers, — 
Which rlothed hath the soyle in lustie greene, 

Made buds spring, with her sweete showers. 
By the influence of the sunne shine. 

To doe pleasance of intent full cleane. 
Unto the States which now sit here. 

Hath Vere downe sent her owne daughter deare. 

Making the vertue, that dared In the roote, 
Called of clarkes the vertue vegitable, 

For to transcend, raost holsome and most soote, 
Into the crop, this season so agreeable, 

The bawmy liquor is so commendable, 
That It rejoyceth with his Aresh moysture, 

Man, beast, and fowle, and every creature," &c. 

These great Mayings and May-games, made by 

posed by HoffVnan to imply that the corpse of the murdered 
lover had already been borne to the place of Judgment, in 
order that the customary declaration of murder might be 
duly pronounced over it by the judges. 
• Stepney. 



the goremors and masters of this eity, with the 
triumphant setting up of the great shaft (a princi- 
pal May-pole in Comehill, before the parish church 
of St. Andrew,) therefore called Undershaft, by 
means of an insurrection of youths against aliens 
on May-day, 1517» the 9th of Henry vIII., have 
not been so freely used as afore, and therefore I 
leave them, and will somewhat touch of watches, as 
also of shows in the night *. 

OP WATCHB8 IN THIS CITY, AND OTHBR MATTEBS 
COMMANDED, AND THE CAUSE WHY. 

William Conqueror commanded that in every 
town and village, a bell should be nightly nmg at 
eight o'clock, and that all people should then put 
out their Are and candle, and take their rest ; which 
order was observed through this realm diu-ing hia 
reign, and the rei&:n of William Rufua. But Henry 
I., restoring to nis subjects the use of fire and 
lights, as afore ; it followeth, by reason of wars 
within the realm, that many men also gave them- 
selves to robbery and muixlers in the night ; for 
example whereof in this city Roger Hoveden 
writeth thus : — ** In the year 1175, a council waa 
kept at Nottingham ; in time of which council a 
brother of the Earl Ferrers being in the night pri- 
vily slain at London, and thrown out of hia inn into 
the dirty street, when the king imderstood thereof, 
he swore that he would be avenged on the citizens. 
For it was then (saith mine author) a common 
practice in the city, that a hundred or more in a 
company, young and old, would make nightly inva- 
sions upon houses of the wealthy, to the intent to rob 
them ; and if they foimd any man stirring in the 
city within the night that were not of their crew, 
they would presently murder him, insomuch that 
when night was come no man durst adventore to 
walk in the streets. When this had continued 
long, it fortuned that as a crew of yoong and 
wealthy citizens, ansembling together in the night, 
assaulted a stone house of a certain rich man, and 
breaking through the wall, the good man of that 
house, having prepared himself with others in a 
comer, when he perceived one of the thieves named 
Andrew Bucquint to lead the way, with a burning 
brand in the one hand, and a pot of coals in the 
other, which he essayed to kindle with the brand, 
he flew upon him, and smote off his right hand, 
and then with a loud voice cried * Thieves !' at the 
hearing whereof the thieves took theur flight, all 
saving he that had lost his hand, whom the good 
man in the next morning delivered to Richard de 
Lucie, the king's justice. This thief, upon warrant 
of his life, appeached his confederates, of whom 
many were taken, and many were fled. Among 
the rest that were apprehended, a certain citizen of 
great coimtenance, credit, and wealth, named John 
Senex f, who for as much as he could not acquit 

* A paper by Mr. Saunders, in Knight's Lomdtm^ L 169, 
entitled, " The Old Spring Time in London," forms a very 
agreeable commentary on this section of our author's work. 

f Rich thieves most worthy to be hanged. The Judgment 
of fire and water, called ordatiif was condemned by Fope Inno- 
cent III. 1203. Decretat, lib. S.Siow. 

For further information on the subject of ordeals, which 
Grimm designates as being " of heathen origin, and of the 
highest antiquity," and " as having taken so deep a root In 
the opinions of the people, that Christianity, and laws of more 



H^u Kir tbs wUcb mt lUd- 



himaelf tn^ the water dome, a» tliat Uv wia (hra, 
he offered to the king five bundnd pounda of nhei 
for bU life 1 but fonamach w he wu condemned 
b; judgment of the mler, llie king would not take 
the afler, but commanded him to be hanged on Ifae 
gallowH, wbtch was done, and then the city became 
more quiet for a long time after." But for a full 
remedj of enormities in ihe night, I read, that in 
the year 1253, Henry III. conunonded watches in 
the cities and borough towns to be kept, for the 
better obeerving of peace and quietoesa amongst 
hia people. 

And further, by the adnce of them of Savoy, he 
mJaioed, that if any man chanced to be robbed, or 
by any meana damnified by any thief or robber, he 
to whom the charge of keeping that country, city, 
or bonmgh, cluefly appert^ie^ where the robbery 
was done, ahonld competently rtatoro the loss. 
And this was after the use of Savoy, but yet thought 
more hnrd to be obserTod bere than in ^i 
and, therefore, leaving those laborious ■ 
will apeak of our pleaaum and pastimes in nbcu- 
ioc by night. 

In (be months of Jane and Jnly, on the vinls of 
feStivBl days, and on the same festival days m the 
ercninga after the son setting, there were usually 
made boofires in the streets, every man beslowing 
wood or labour towards them ; the wealthier sort 
also, before their doom near to the said bonfires, 
would set ont tables on the vigils, furnished with 
sweet bread and good drink, and on the festival 
days with mots and dnnks plentifully, whereunio 
they would invite their neighboura and passengers 
also to ut and be merry with them in great fami- 
liarity, praisng God for his benefits bestowed on 
them. Tbeae were called bonfires as well of good 
amity amongst Deighboon that being before at 
-—- — reny, were there, by the labour of others, 
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the virtue that a great fire 
hath to purge the mfection of the air. On the vigil 
of St. J<Jm the Baptist, and on St. Peter and Paul 
the apostles, everj- nuui's door being shadowed 
with grecD birch, long fennel, St. John's wort, 
oniii, while lihea, and sucb like, garnished upon 
with gu^Uids of beautiful fiowers, had also lamps 
of gla■^ with oil burning in them all the night ; 
•mHi htm* oat branches of iron curiously wrought, 

^ hundreds of lamps alight at once, which 

a goodly show, namely in New Fish street, 

niames street, Ac. Then had ye besides the 
.t-nJinj^ watches all in bright harness, in every 
ward and street of this city and suburbs, a march- 
ing mtA, that passed through the principal streets 
thereof, Is wit, &om the little conduit by Paule's 

Kto West Cheape, by the stocks through Com- 
by Leaden h^ to Aldgate, then back down 
FaMhurch atreet, by Gnsse church, about Grasse 
drarch conduit, and up Graase church street 
into Comhill, and through it into West Cheape 
again. The whole way &r this marching watch 
'" eo thou 
; for tl 

a^ five hundred of them bdng found by the e< 



panies, the other two hmidred by the ebamber of 
London. Besides the which lights every conetabls 
in London, in number more thu two hundred and 
forty •, had his cresset : the charge of every cree- 
seC was in light two abillings and four pence, and 
eveiy cresset had two men, one to bear or hold it, 
another to bear a hag with light, and to serve it, 
so that the poor men pertaining to the cressets, 
taking wages, besides that every one had a straw 
hat, with a badge painted, and his breakfast in the 
morning, smounted in number to almost two 
thousand. The marching watch contained in nom- 
ber about two thousand men, part of them being 
old soldiers of skill, to be captains, lieutenant^ 
Serjeants, corporals, &c., wiflers f, drummers, and 
fifes, standard and ensign bearers, sword players, 
trumpeters on horseback, demilances on great 
horses, gunners with hand guns, or half hakes, 
archers in coats of white fustian, signed on the 
breast and back with the anns of the city, their 
bows bent in their hands, with shnvcs of arrows by 
their sides, pikemen in bright corslets, burganets, 
&e. halberds, the like billnjen in atmaine rivets, 
and apemes of mail t in great number ; there were 
also divers pageants, morris dancers, constafalca, 
the one-half, which was one hundred and twenty, on 
St. John's eve, the other halt on St. Peter'a eve, in 
bright hamees, some overgilt, and every one a 
iomet § of scarlet thereupon, and a chain of gold, 
following him, his minstrels befoi 



and bis 



; light pi 



of the city, the mayor's office 



g by him 



is guard befor 



.k, the swordbearer befo 

well mounted also, the mayor's footmen, and the 
like torch bearera about him, henchmen twain 
The 
in like 

order, but not so large in Dumber as the mayor's ; 
for where the mayor had besides his giant three 
pageanla, each of the sheriffs had b^dca their 
giants but two pageants, each their morris dance, 
and one henchman, their officers in jackets of 
wonited or say, party-coloured, differing from the 
mayor's, and each from other, but having harnessed 

This midsummer watch was thtu accustomed 
yearly, time out of mind, imtil the year 1539, the 

■ Hon thui two ttundred and tarty conatsttlei In London, 



Wrestling before the major. 
40 Shootluf with the long bow sup- 

pressed. Bowling alUes erected. 
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31 8t of Henry VIII., in which year, on the 8th of 
May, a great muster was made by the citizens at 
the Mile's end, all in bright harness, with coats of 
white silk, or cloth and chains of gold, in three 
great battles, to the number of fifteen thousand, 
which passed through London to Westmmster, and 
80 through the Sanctuary, and round about the 
park of St. James, and returned home through 
Oldbome. King Henry, then considering the great 
charges of the citizens fur the furniture of this 
unusual muster, forbad the marching watch pro- 
vided for at Midsummer for that year, which being 
once laid down, was not raised a^ain till the year 
1548, the 2nd of Edward VI., Sir John Gresham 
then being mayor, who caused the marching watch, 
both on the eve of St. John the Baptist and of St 
Peter the Apostle, to be revived and set forth in as 
comely order as it hath been accustomed, which 
watch was also beautified by the number of more 
than three hundred demilances and light horsemen, 
prepared by the citizens to be sent into Scoftland 
for the rescue of the town of Hadington,and others 
kept by the Englishmen. Since this mayor *8 time, 
the like marching watch in this city hath not been 
used, though some attempts have been made there- 
unto ; as in the year 1585, a book was drawn by a 
grave citizen *, and by him dedicated to Sir Tho- 
mas PuUison, then lord mayor, and his brethren 
the aldermen, containing the manner and order of 
a marching watch in the city upon the evens ac- 
customed ; in commendation whereof, namely, in 
times of peace to be used, he hath words to this 
effect : " The artificers of sundry sorts were thereby 
well set a-work, none but rich men chai'ged, poor 
men helped, old soldiers, trumpeters, drummers, 
fifes, and ensign-bearers, with such like men, meet 
for princes' service, kept in ure, wherein the safety 
and defence of every common weal consisteth. Ar- 
mour and weapon being yearly occupied in this 
wise, the citizens had of their own readily prepared 
for any need ; whereas by intermission hereof, ar- 
mourers are out of work, soldiers out of pay, wea- 
pons overgrown with foulness, few or none good 
being provided," &c. 

In the month of Auj^ust, about the feast of St. 
Bartholomew the Apostle, before the Lord Mayor, 
aldermen, and sherifTs of Lnndon, placed in a largo 
tent near unto Clarkenwell,of old time, were divers 
days spent in the pastime of wrestling, where the 
officers of the city, namely, the sheriti's, sergeants, 
and yeomen, the porters of the king's beam or 
weigh-house, now no such men, and other of the 
city, were challengers of all men in the suburbs, 
to wrestle for games appointed, and on other days, 
before the said mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs, in 
Fensburie field, to shoot the standard, broad arrow, 
and flight, for games ; but now of late years the 
wrestling is only practised on Bartholomew's day 
in the afternoon, and the shooting some thixie or 
four days after, in one afternoon, and no more. 
What should I speak of the ancient daily exercises 
in the long bow by citizens of this city, now almt>st 
clean left off and forsaken ! — 1 overpass it ; for by 
the mean of closing in the common grounds, our 
archers, for want of rt)om to shoot abroad, creep 
into bowling alleys, and ordinary dicing houses, 
nearer home, where they have room enough to 

• John Mountgomery. 



hazard their money at onlawiiil games ; and there 
I leave them to take their pleaanres *. 

HONOUR OP CITIZENS, AND WOBTHINSBB OP MKN IN 

TBB SAME. 

''This city," saith Fitzstephen, ^ is glorioiu in 
manhood : furnished with munitioiiB, populous with 
inhabitants ; insomuch, that in the tronbleaome 
time of King Stephen, it hath showed at a muster 
twenty thousand armed homemen, and threeeoore 
thousand footmen, serviceable for the wars. More- 
over (saith he), the citizens of London, wherefloever 
they become, are notable before aU other citizens 
in civility of manners, attire, table, and talk. The 
matrons of this city are the very modest Sabine 
ladies of Italy. The Londoners, sometime called 
Trinobantes, repelled Csesar, which always nude 
his passage by shedding blood ; whereupon Lucan 
sung : 

* Territa quiesitia ostendit terga Biitiuinis.* 

** The city of London hath bred some which have 
subdued many kingdoms, and also the Roman em- 
pire. It hath also brought forth many others, 
whom virtue and valour hath highly advanced ; 
according to Apollo, in his Oracle to Brute, ' 8tU> 
Occam 9(3is,* &c. In the time of Christianity, it 
brought forth that noble emperor, Constantine, 
which gave the city of Rome and all the imperial en- 
signs to God, St. Peter, and Pope Silvester ; choos- 
ing rather to be called a defender of the church 
than an emperor ; and, lest peace might be vio- 
lated, and their eyes troubled by his presence, he 
retired from Rome, and built the city of Constan- 
tinople. London also in late time hath brought 
forth famous kings : Maude the empress, Kmg 
Hcnr}', son to Henry II., and Thomas the Arch- 
bishop, &c." 

This Thomas, sumamed Becket, bom in London, 
brought up in the priory of Marton, student at 
Paris, became the sheriff's clerk of London for a 
time, then parson of St. Mary hill, had a prebend 
at London, another at Lincoln, studied the law at 
Bononie, &c., was made Chancellor of England, and 
Archbishop of Canterbury, &c. Unto this might 
be added innumerable persons of honour, wisdom, 
and virtue, bom in London ; but of actions done 
by worthy citizens I will only note a few, and so to 
otlier matters. 

The citizens of London, time out of mind, founded 
an hospital of St. James in the fields for leprous 
women of their city. 

In the year 1197; Walter Brune, a citizen of 
London, and Rosia, his wife, founded the hospital 
of our Lady, called Domus Dei, or St. Marie Spit- 
tle, without Bishopsgatc of London ; a house of such 
relief to the needy, that there was found standing 
at the surrender thereof nine score beds, well fur- 
nished for receipt of poor people. 

In the year 1216, the Londoners sending out a 
navy, took ninety-five ships of pirates and sea- 

• A pleasant paper by Mr. Charles Knight, entitled " Mid- 
summer Eve," which is to be found in his London, i. 97 
€l $eq., vill afford the reader an agreeable eorament on this 
chapter of Stow, and a fund of information well worth the 
having, on the gradual change which has taken place in the 
mode of watching and lighting the city, since old Stow 
penned his quaint and amusing history. 
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robbers ; besides innnmerable others that they 
drowned, which had robbed on the river of Thames. 
In the year 1247) Simon Fitzmaiy, one of the 
sheriffs of London, fonnded the hospital of St. Mary 
called Bethlem, and without Bishopsgate. 

In the year 1283, Henry Wallice, then mayor, 
bnilt the Tun upon Comhill, to be a prison for 
night-walkers, and a market-house oUled the 
Stocks, both for fish and flesh, standing in the 
midst of the city. He also built divers houses on 
the west and north side of Panic's churchyard ; 
the profits of all which buildings are to the mainte- 
nance of London Bridge. 

In die year 1332, William Elsing, mercer of 
London, founded Elsing Spittle within Cripplegate, 
for sustentation of an hundred poor blind men, and 
became himself the first prior of that hospital. 

Sir John Poultney, draper, four times mayor, in 
1337 built a fair chapel in Panic's church, wherein 
he was buried. He founded a college in the parish 
church of St Laurence, called Poultney : he built 
the parish church called Little Alhallowes, in 
Thames street ; the Carmelite friars church in 
Coventry : he gave relief to prisoners in Newgate 
and in the Fleet, and ten shillings a-year to St. 
Giles' hospital by Oldbome for ever, and other 
legacies long to rehearse. 

John St<^ie, vintner, mayor 1358, gave to the 
vintners all the quadrant wherein the Vintners' 
hall now standeth, with all the tenements round 
about, from Stadies lane, wherein is founded thir- 
teen alms housM for so many poor people, &c. 

Henry Picard, vintner, mayor 1367t >° ^^^ 
year 1363, did in one day sumptuously feast Ed- 
ward II L, king of England, John, king of France, 
David, king of Scots, the king of Cyprus, then all in 
England, Edward, prince of Wales, with many 
other noblemen, and after kept his hall for all 
comers that were willing to play at dice and hazard. 
The Lady Margaret, his wife, kept her chamber to 
the same effect, Sec. 

John Lofken, fishmonger, four times mayor, 
1367* built an hospital called Magdalen's, in King- 
stone upon Thames ; gave thereunto nine tene- 
ments, ten shops, one mm, one hundred and twenty- 
five acres of land, ten acres of meadow, one hun- 
dred and twenty acres of pasture, Sec. ; more, in 
London, he built the fair parish church of St. 
Hichael in Crooked lane, and was there buried. 

John Barnes, mayor 1371, gave a chest with 
three locks, and one thousand marks therein, to be 
Imt to young men upon sufficient pawn, and for the 
me thereof, to say De pro/und'u, or Pater noUer, 
and no more : he also was a great builder of St. 
Thomas Apostle's parish church, as appeareth by 
luB arms there, both in stone and glass. 

In the year 1378, John Filpot, sometime mayor, 
hired with his own money one thousand soldiers, 
and defended the realm from incursions of the 
enemy, so that in small time his hired men took 
John Mercer, a sea-rover, with all his ships, which 
be before had taken from Scarborrow, and fifteen 
Spanish ships, laden with great riches. 

In the year 1380, Thomas of Woodstocke, Tho- 
mas Pereie, Hugh Calverley, Robert Knowlcs, and 
others, being sent with a great power to aid the 
dake of Brytaine, the said John Filpot hired ships 
tixe them of his own charges, and released the ar- 
moor, which the soldiers Imd pawned for their bat- 



tles, more than a thousand in number. '* This most 
noble citizen," saith Thomas Walsingham, ''that 
had travailed for the commodity of the whole realm, 
more than all other of his time, had often relieved 
the king by lending him great sums of money and 
otherwise, deceased in a.d. 1384, after that he had 
assured lands to the city for the relief of thirteen 
poor people for ever." 

In the year 1381, William Walworth, then mayor, 
a most provident, valiant, and learned citizen, did 
by his arrest of Wat Tyler (a presumptuous rebel, 
upon whom no man durst lay hands), deliver the 
kmg and kingdom from the danger of most wicked 
traitors, and was for his service knighted in the 
field. 

Nicholas Brembar, John Filpot, Robert Laund, 
Nicholas Twiford, and Adam Francis, aldermen, 
were then for their service likewise knighted ; and 
Sir Robert Knoles, for adsisting of the mayor, was 
made free of this city. 

This Sir Robert Knoles, thus worthily infran- 
chised a citizen, founded a college with an hospital 
at Pontefract : he also built the great stone bridge 
at Rochester, over the river of Nledway, &c. 

John Churchman, grocer, one of the sheriffs, 
1386, for the quiet of merchants, built a certain 
house upon Wool wharf, in Tower ward, to serve 
for tronage or weighing of wools, and for the cus- 
tomer, comptroller, clerks, and other officers to 
sit, &c. 

Adam Bamme, goldsmith, mayor 1391, in a 
great dearth, procured com from parts beyond the 
seas, to be brought hither in such abundance as 
sufficed to serve the city, and the countries near 
adjoining ; to the furtherance of which good work 
he took out of the orphans' chest in the Guildhall 
two thousand marks to buy the said com, and each 
alderman laid out twenty pounds to the like pur- 

Thomas Knoles, grocer, mayor 1400, with his 
brethren the aldermen, began to new build the 
Guildhall in London, and instead of an old little 
cottage in Aldermanberie street, made a fair and 
goodly house, more near unto St. Laurence church 
in the Jurie : he re-edified St. Anthony's church, 
and gave to the grocers his house near unto the 
same, for relief of the poor for ever. More, he 
caused sweet water to be conveyed to the gates of 
Newgate and Ludgate, for relief of the prisoners 
there. 

John Hinde, draper, mayor 1405, newly built 
his parish church of St. Swithen by London stone : 
his monument is defaced, save only his arms in the 
glass windows. 

Thomas Falconar, mercer, mayor 1414, lent to 
King Henry VI., towards maintenance of his wars 
in France, ten thousand marks upon jewels. More, 
he made the postern called Mooregate, caused the 
ditehes of the city to be cleansed, and did many 
other things for good of the same city. 

William Sevenokc, grocer, mayor 1419, founded 
in the town of Sevenoke, in Kent, a free school 
for poor men's children, and thirteen alms houses : 
his testament saith, twenty poor men and women. 

Richard Whittington, mercer, three times mayor, 
in the year 1421 began the library of the grey 
friars in London, to the charge of four hundred 
pounds : his executors with his goods founded and 
built Whittington college, with alms houses for 
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tbirtecn poor men, and diTinlty laotiina tn b« Mad 
there to srer. Tbcf repaired St BaMbolomew'a 
hoapibkl in Smithfleld ; tiiay bare aome dtargea to 
the gluin); and paTing of ma Gnildball ; tbey bare 
baJf the charges of btuldiDg tha library there, and 
they built the weat gate of London, of old time 
called Newgate, Ac 

John Carpeater, town-derk of London, in the 
traga of Henry V., cauAed with great expeniie to 
be curiously painted upon boanl, about the north 
cloiMer of Paule's, a monument of Death * leading 



with tl 



eebea of Death, and ai 



of every state. This ctoiater iiw pulled down 1S49. 
lie also gave fenementu (o thi^ci^, for the finding 
and bringing up of four poor men's children with 






itheii 



sfon 



Robert Chichley, grocer, mayor 1412, appomted 
by hia tcelainent, that on faia minde dayh, a com- 
petent dinner should be ordained for two thousand 
four hundred poor men, householders of this city, 
and every man to have (wo pence in money. More, 
he gave one largo plot of ground, thereupon to 
baild the new parish church of St, Stephen, near 
unto Walbrooke, &e. 

John Raiowell, fiahmonger, mayor 1427, gave 
tenements to discharge ccrtiun wards of London 
of fifteentha and other payments. 

John Wells, grocer, mayor, 1433,a great builder 
of the chapel or college of the Guildhall, and was 
there buried. He caused tnth wat«r U> be con- 
veyed from Tybome to the Btandard in West 
Cheape for service of the city. 

William Eastfield, mercer, 1438, appointed his 
executors of his goods to convey sweet water from 
Tybame, and to build a fair conduit by Aldemian- 
berie church, which they performed, as also made 
a standard in Fleet street by Shew lane end ; they 
also cuQveyed water to Cripples gate, &c. 

Stephen Browne, grocer, mayor 1439, sent into 
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Fmsua, cauabig corn to be brought fnm theoce * . 
whereby he brought down the price of wheat from 
three sliiltinga the bushel lo leB than half that 

Philip Ualpas, one of the sheritTs 1440, gave by 
his testament one hundred and twenty-tive pounds, 
" relieve poor prisoners, and every year for five 



five hundred poor people in 1 
don six shillings and eight pence ; to poor maids' 
marriages one hundred marks; to highways one 
hundred marks ; twenty marks the year to a grs- 
duBte to preach ; twenty pounds to preacherr ~ ~ 
the Spittle the three Ewiler holidays, Ite. 

Robert Large, mercer, major 1440, gave to his 
parish-church of St. Olave in Surry two hundred 
pounds ; to St. Margaret's in Lothberie twenty^ 
pounds \ to the poor twenty pounds ; to Loe 
bridge one hundred marks ; towards the vaulting 
over the «st«r-courae of Walbrooke two hundred 
marks ; to poor maids' marriages one hundred 
marks ; to poor huosebelden one hundred poimds. 



Simon Eyre, draper, mayor 1346, built (he 

Leaden ball for a conunon gamer of corn for the 
use of this city, and left five thoosand marks to 
charitable uses. 

Godfrey Bollein, mayor of London, 1468, by bia 
testament, gave liberally to the prisons, hospitals, 
and lazar houses, besides a thousand pounds to 
poor householdere in London, and two handrsd 
pounds to poor householders in Norfolke f. 

Hichard Kawson, one of the sheriUs 1477, gave 
by teatanient large legacies to the prisoners, hos- 
pitals, lazar houses, to other poor, to highways, to 
the wttter-cunduits, beades to poor maids' mar- 
riages three hundred and ffirty pounds, and his 
executors to build a large housi' in the churchyard 
of St. Marie Spittle, wherein the mj ' " 

brethren do use to ait and hear the se 
Easter holidays. 

Thomas Ham, one of the sheriCb 1480, newly 
built the gR*l conduit in Cheape, of his oan 

Edward Shaw, goldsmith, mayor 14A3, eaosed 
the Cripplegate of London to be newly built of bis 
goods, Ac. 

Thomas Hill, grocer, mayor 14B5, caused of bis 
goods the condtiit of Grasse street to be builL 

Hugh Clopton, mercer, during his life a bachelor, 
— lyor 1492, bnill the great stone-arched bridge 






Stratford uiwn Avon "in Warwickshire, and did 
many other things of great cbaHty, as in mj 
Summary. 

Robert Fabian, alderman,and oneoftheat ... ., 
1494, gathered oat of divers good authors, as well 
Latin as French, a large Chronicle } of England and 
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of Fnnoe, which he published in English, to his 
great ehaiges, for the honour of this eitjr, and 
eommon utility of the whole realm. 

Sir John Percivall, merchant-taylor, mayor 
1498, founded a grammar-school at Macklefield in 
Cheshire, where he was bom ; he endowed the 
nine school with sufficient buids for the finding of 
a priest master there, to teach £reely all chilc&en 
thither sent, without exception. 

The Lady Thomasine his wife founded the like 
free school, together with fair lodgings for the 
schoolmasters, scholars, and other, and added 
twen^ pounds of yearly rerenue for supporting 
the charges, at St Mary Wike in Deronshire, 
where she was bom. 

Stephen Grenning8,merchant-taylor, mayor 1509, 
founded a fair grammar-school at Ulfrimharopton* 
in Staffordshire, left good lands, and also built a 
great part of his pariah church, called St. Andrew's 
Undenhaft, in London. 

Heniy Keble, grocer, mayor 1511, in his life a 
great b^efactor to the new building of old Mary 
church, and by his testament gave a thousand 
pounds towards the finishing thereof ; he gare to 
highways two hundred pounds ; to poor maids' 
marriages one hundred marks ; to poor husband- 
men in Oxford and Warwick shires one hundred 
and forty ploughshares, and one hundred and forty 
coulters of iron ; and in London, to seven alms- 
men rixpenoe the week for ever. 

John Collet, a citizen of London by birth and 
dignity, dean of Panic's, doctor of divinity, erected 
and built one free school in Panic's churchyard, 
1512, for three hundred and fifty- three poor men's 
children to be taught free in the same school, 
appointing a master, a surmaster, and a chaplain, 
with sufficient stipends to endure for ever, and 
committed the oversight thereof to the mercers in 
London, because himself was son to Henry Collet, 
mercer, mayor of London, and endowed the mer- 
cers with Unds to the yearly value of one hundred 
and twenty pounds or better. 

John Tate, brewer, then a mercer, mayor 1514, 
caused his brewhouse, called the Swan, near adjoin- 
mg to the hospital of St Anthonie in London, to 
be taken down for the enlarging of the said church, 
then newly built, a great part of his charge. This 
was a gCKMlly foundation, with alms houses, free 
school, &c. 

George Monox, draper, mayor 1515, re-edified 
the decayed parish church of Waltonstow, or Wal- 
thamstow, in Essex ; he founded there a free 
school, and alms houses for thirteen alms people, 
made a causeway of timber over the marshes firom 
Walthamstow to Lock bridge, &c. 

Sir John Milbome, draper, mayor 1522, built 
ahns houses, fourteen in number, by the Crossed 
Friers church in London, there to be placed four- 
teen poor people ; and left to the Drapers certain 
messuages, tenements, and garden plots, in the 
parish of St Olave in Hart s^eet, for the perform- 
snoe of stipends to the said ahns people, and other 
Look more in Ealdgate ward. 



owfuf to the fkcedom of Mmie observations in it upon the 
dcifj of tke day; bat there seems no good reason for this 
ttatement The last and best edition of it is that which 
VIS pnbliahed in 1810, nnder the editorship of Sir Henry 
EUfs. 
* Wolverhampton. 



Robert Thome, merchant-taylor, deceased a 
bachelor in the year 1532, gave by his testament 
to charitable actions more than four thousand four 
hundred and forty pounds, and legacies to his poor 
kindred more five thousand one hundred and forty- 
two pounds, besides his debts forgiven, &c. 

Sir John Allen, mercer, mayor of London, and 
of council to King Henry VIII., deceased 1544, 
buried in St Thomas of Acres in a fair chapel by him 
built He gave to the city of London a rich collar 
of gold to be worn by the mayor, which was first 
worn by Sir W. Laxton. He gave five hundred 
marks to be a stock for sea-coal ; his lands pur- 
chased of the king, the rent thereof to be distri- 
buted to the poor in the wards of London for ever. 
He gave besides to the prisons, hospitals, lazar 
houses, and all other poor in the city, or two miles 
without, very liberally, and long to be recited. 

Sir William Laxton, grocer, mayor 1545, found- 
ed a fair free school at Owndale in Northampton- 
shire, with six alms houses for the poor. 

Sir John Gresham, mercer, mayor 1548, founded 
a free school at Holt, a market-town in Norfolk. 

Sir Rowland Hill, mercer, mayor 1550, caused 
to be made divers causeways both for horse and 
man ; he made four bridges, two of stone, contain- 
ing eighteen arches in them both ; he built one 
notable free school at Dravton in Shropshire ; he 
gave to Christ's hospital m London five hundred 
pounds, &.C. 

Sir Andrew Jud, skinner, nmyor 1551, erected 
one notable free school at Tunbridge in Koit, and 
alms houses nigh St Helen's church in London, 
and left to the Skinners lands to the value of sixty 
pounds three shillings and eight pence the year ; 
for the which they be bound to pay twenty pounds 
to the schoolmaster, eight pounds to the usher, 
yearly, for ever, and four shillings the week to the 
six ahns people, and twenty-five shillings and four 
pence the year in coals for ever. 

Sir Thomas White, merchant-taylor, mayor 
1554, founded St. John's college, Oxford, and eave 
great sums of money to divers towns in EngXuid 
for relief of the poor, as in my Summary. 

Edward Hall, gentleman, of Gray's inn, a citizen 
by birth and office, as common sergeant of London, 
and one of the judges in the Sherifis' court ; he 
wrote and published a famous and eloquent chro- 
nicle, entitled, '* The Uniting of the Two noble 
Families, Lancaster and Yorke *." 

Richard Hils, merchant-taylor, 1560, gave five 
hundred pounds towards the purchase of a house 
called the manor of the Rose, wherein the mer- 
chant- taylors founded their fr«e school in London ; 
he also gave to the said merchant-taylors one plot 
of ground, with certain small cottages on the Tower 
hill, where he built fair alms houses for fourteen 
sole women. 

About the same time William Lam*bert, Esq., 
bom in London, a justice of the peace in Kent, 
founded a coUeee for the poor, which he named of 
Queen ElizabeUi, in East Grreenwich. 

William Harper, merchant-taylor, mayor 1562, 
founded a free school in the town of Bedford, where 
he was bom, and also buried. 



* The first edition of Hall's Chronicle appeared In 1548, 
and Is a scarce and beautitully executed book. The edition 
of 1809 is a reprint of it, earefUlly collated with that of 1550. 
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Sir Thomas Greahmm, mercer, 1566, built the 
Royal Exchange in London, and by his testament 
left his dwelling house in Bishopsgate street to be 
a place for readings, allowing large stipends to the 
readers, and certain alms houses for the poor. 

William Patten, gentleman, a citizen by birth, 
a customer of London outward, justice of peace in 
Middlesex, the parish church of Stokenewenton 
being ruinous, he repaired, or rather new built. 

Sir Thomas Roo, merchant-taylor, mayor 1568, 
gave to the merchant-taylors lands or tenements, 
out of them to be giyen to ten poor men, cloth- 
workers, carpenters, tilers, plasterers, and armour- 
ers, forty pounds yearly, namely, four pounds to 
each ; idso one hundred pounds to be lent to eizht 
poor men ; besides he enclosed with a wall of brick 
nigh one acre of ground, pertaining to the hospital 
of Bethlem, to be a burial for the dead. 

Ambrose Nicholas, Salter, mayor 1576, founded 
twelve alms houses in Monkeys well street, near 
unto Creple's gate, wherein he placed twelve poor 
people, having each of them sevenpence the week, 
and once every year five sacks of coals, and one 
quarter of a hundred faggots, all of his gift for 
ever. 

William Lambe, gentleman and dothworker, in 
the year 1577; buUt a water-conduit at Oldbome 
cross to his charges of fifteen hundred pounds, 
and did niany other charitable acts, as in my 
Summary. 

Sir T. Offley, merchant-taylor, mayor, deceased 
1580, appointed by his testament the one half of 
all his goods, and two hundred pounds deducted 
out of the other half given to his son Henry, to be 
given and bestowed in deeds of charity by his exe- 
cutors, according to his confidence and trust in 
them. 

John Haydon, sheriff 1583, gave large legacies, 
more than three thousand pounds, for the relief of 
the poor, as in my Summary. 

Barnard Randolph, common sei^eant of London 
1583, gave and delivered with his own hand, nine 
hundred pounds towards the building of water- 
conduits, which was performed. More, by testa- 
ment he gave one thousand pounds to be employed 
in charitable actions ; but that money being in hold 
fast hands, I have not heard how it was bestowed, 
more than of other good men's testaments — to be 
performed. 

Sir Wolston Dixie, skinner, mayor 1586, founded 
a free school at Bos worth, and endowed it with 
twenty pounds land by year. 

Richard May, merchant-taylor, gave three hun- 
dred pounds toward the new building of Blackwell 
hall in London, a market-place for woollen cloths. 

John Fuller, Esq., one of the judges in the she- 
riffs' court of London, by his testament, dated 
1592, appointed his wife, her heirs and assigns, 
after his decease, to erect one alms house in the 
parish of Stikoneth *, for twelve poor single men, 
aged fifty years or upwards, and one other alms 
house in Shoreditch, for twelve poor aged widow 
wom^i of like age, she to endow them with one 
hundred pounds the year, to wit, fifty pounds to 
each for ever, out of his lands in Lincolne shire, 
assured over unto certain fiefiet in trust, by a deed 
of feoffment. Item : more, he gave his messuages, 

• Stepney. 



lands, and tenements, lying in the parishes of 
St. Benet and St Peter, by Powle's wharf in Lon- 
don, to feoffees in trust, yearly for ever, to disburse 
all the issues and profits of the said lands and tene- 
ments, to the relieving and discharge of poor 
prisoners in the Hole, or two penny wards in the 
two compters in London, in equal portions to each 
compter, so that the prisoners exceed not the sum 
of twenty-six shillings and eight pence for every 
one prisoner at any one time. 

Thus much for famous citizens have I noted their 
charitable actions, for the most part done by them 
in their lifetime. The residue left in trust to their 
executors, I have known some of them hardly (or 
never) performed ; wherefore I wish men to make 
their own hands their executors, and their eyes 
their overseers, not forgetting the old proverb : — 

" Women be forKetfUU, children be unkind, 
Executors be covetous, and take what they find. 
If any body aske where the dead's goods became, 
They answere. So God me help, and holy dome, he died 
a poore man." 

One worthy citizen merchant-taylor, having many 
years considered this proverb foregoing, hath there- 
fore establbhed to twelve poor aged men, mer- 
chant-taylorsisix pounds two shillings to each yearly 
for ever. He hath also given them gowns of good 
broad cloth, lined thoroughly with bays, and are to 
receive every three years' end the like new gowns 
for ever. 

And now of some women, citizens', wives, deserv- 
ing memory, for example to posterity shall be 
noted. 

Dame Agnes Foster, widow, sometime wife to 
Stephen Foster, fishmonger, mayor 1455, having 
enlarged the prison of Ludgate in 1463, procured 
in a common council of this city, certain articles to 
be established for the ease, comfort, and relief of 
poor prisoners there, as in the chapter of gates I 
have set down. 

Avice Gibson, wife unto Nicholas Gibson, grocer, 
one of the sheriffs 1539, by license of her husband, 
founded a free school at Radclyffe, near unto 
London, appointing to the same, for the instruction 
of sixty poor men's children, a schoolmaster and 
usher with fifty pounds ; she also built alms houses 
for fourteen poor aged persons, each of them to 
receive quarterly six shillings and eight pence the 
piece for ever ; the government of which firee 
school and alms houses she left in confidence to 
the Coopers in London. This virtuous gentle- 
woman was after joined in marriage with Sir 
Anthony Knevet, knight, and so called the Lady 
Knevet ; a fair paint^ table of her picture was 
placed in the chapel which she had built there, but 
of late removed Uience, by the like reason as the 
Grocer's arms fixed on the outer wall of the school- 
house are pulled down, and the Coopers set in 
place*. 

Margaret Danne, widow to William Danne, 
ironmonger, one of the sheriffs of London, gave by 
her testament to the ironmongers, two thousand 
pounds, to be lent to young men of that company, 
paying after the rate of five pounds in the year for 
every hundred ; which one hundred pounds so 

* " Cursed is hee that removeth his neighbors mark, have 
I read."— 5/oir. 
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rising yearly, to be employed on charitable actions, 
■8 she then appointed, but not performed in more 
than thirty years after. 

Dame Mary Ramsey, wife to Sir Thomas Ram- 
sey, mayor about the year 1 577y being seised of lands 
in fee simple of her inheritance to the yearly value 
of two hundred and forty-three pounds, by his con- 
sent gare the same to Christ's hospital in London 
towards the relief of poor children there, and other 
ways, as in my Summary and Abridgment I have 
long since expressed ; which gift she in her widow- 
hood confirmed and augmented, as is showed by 
monuments in Christ's hospital erected. 

Thus much for the worthiness of citizens in this 
city, touching whom John Lidgate, a monk of Bury, 
in the reign of Henry VI., made (amongst other) 
these Terses following : — 

'* OfsemTen things I prayse this citty. 
Of true meaning and faithful obsenrance ; 
Of righteoosnes, truth, and equity ; 
Of stableneft aye Icept in legiance ; 
And for of Tertue thou hast suflSsance, 
In this lond here, and other lends all, 
The kinges chamber of custome, men thee call." 

Having thus in generality handled the original, 
the walls, gates, cutches, and fresh waters, the 
brideea, towers, and castles, the schools of learning 
and houses of law, the orders and customs, sports 
and pastimes, watchings and martial exercises, and 
lastly, the honour and worthiness of the citizens. 
I am now to set down the distribution of this city 
into parts ; and more especially to declare the 
antiquities noteworthy in every of the same ; and 
how both the whole and parts have been from time 
to time ruled and governed. 

The ancient division of this city was into wards or 
aldermanries. And therefore I will begin at the 
east, and so proceed through the high and most 
principal street of the city to the west, after this 
manner. 

First, Through Aldgate street to the west comer 
of St Ajidrewe^ church, called Undershaft, on the 
right hand, and Lyme street comer on the left ; all 
which is of Aldgate ward ; from thence through Corn- 
hill street to Uie west comer of Leaden hall ; all 
which is of Lyme street ward. From thence, leaving 
the street that leadeth to Bishopsgate on the right 
band, and the way that leadeth into Grasse street 
on the left, still through Comhill street, by the 
eondnit to ^e west comer against the Stocks ; all 
which is in Comhill ward. Then by the said Stocks 
(a market-phtce both of fish and flesh standing in 
ihe midst of the city) through the Poultry (a street 
10 called) to the great conduit in West Cbeape, 
and so through Cheape to the standard, which is of 
Chea^ ward, except on the south side from Bow- 
lane to the said standard, which is of Cordwayner 
street ward. Then by the standard to the great 
cross, which is in Cripplegate ward on the north 
tide, and in Bred street ward on the south side. 
And to the little conduit by Panic's gate, from 
whence of old time the said high street stretched 
straight to Ludgate, all in the ward of Faringdon 
within, then divided truly from east to west ; but 
rince by means of the burning of Pauleys church, 
which was in the reign of William L, Mauricius, 



then bishop of London, laid the foundation of a new 
church, so far in largeness exceeding the old, that 
the way towards Ludgate was thereby greatly 
straitened, as before I have discoursed. 

Now from the north to the south this city was of 
old time divided, not by a large highway or street, 
as from east to west, but by a fair brook of sweet 
water, which came from out the north fields through 
the wall, and midst of the city, into the river of 
Thames ; which division b till this day constantly 
and without change maintained. This water was 
called (as I have said) Walbrooke, not Gains brook 
of a Roman captain slain by Asclepiodatus, and 
thrown therein, as some have fitbled, but of running 
through, and from the wall of this city ; the course 
whereof, to prosecute it particularly, was and is 
from the said wall to St. Margaret's church in 
Lothberrie ; from thence beneath the lower part of 
the Grocers' hall, about the east part of their 
kitchen, under St. Mildred's church, somewhat 
west from the said Stockes' market ; fri>m thence 
through Buckels berry, by one great house built of 
stone and timber called the Old Barge, because 
barges out of the river of Thames were rowed up 
so far into this brook, on the backside of the houses 
in Walbrooke street (which street taketh the name 
of the said brook) by the west end of St. John's 
church upon Walbrooke, under Horseshew bridge, 
by the west side of Tallowchandler's hall, and of 
the Skinner's hall, and so behind the other houses 
to Elbow lane, and by a part thereof down Greene- 
witch lane, into the river of Thames. 

This Lb the course of Walbrooke, which was of 
old time bridged over in divers places, for passage 
of horses and men, as need required ; but since, by 
means of encroachment on the banks thereof, the 
channel being greatly straitened, and other noy- 
ances done thereunto, at length the same by com- 
mon consent was arched over with brick, and 
paved with stone, equal with the ground, where 
through it passed, and is now in most places built 
upon, that no man may by the eye discern it, and 
therefore the trace thereof is hardly known to the 
common people. 

This city was divided from east to west, and 
from north to south. I am further to show how 
the same was of old time broken into divers parts 
called wards, whereof Fitzstcphen, more than four 
hundred years since, writeth thus : — ** This city, 
(saith he) even as Rome, is divided into wards ; it 
hath yearly shcrifiPs instead of consuls. It hath 
the dignity of senators in aldermen," &c. The 
number of these wards in London was, both before 
and in the reign of Henry III., twenty-four in all ; 
whereof thirteen lay on the east side of the said 
Walbrooke, and eleven on the west. Notwith- 
standing these eleven grew much more large than 
those on the east ; and tnerefore in the year of Christ 
i:)93, in the 17th of Richard II., Faringdon ward, 
which was then one entire ward, but mightily 
increased of buildings without the gates, was by act 
of parliament appointed to be divid^ into twain,and 
to have two aldermen, to wit, Faringdon within, 
and Faringdon without, which made up the number 
of twelve wards on the west side of Walbrooke, and 
so the whole number of twenty-five on both sides. 
Moreover, in the year 1650, the mayor, common- 
alty, and citizens of London, purchasing the liber- 
ties of the borough of South wark, appointed the 
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same to be a ward of London, and so became the 
number of thirteen wards on the east, twelve on 
the west, and one south of the rirer Thames, in the 
said borough of Southwark, in the county of Sur- 
rey, which in all arise to the number of twenty-six 
wards, and twenty-six aldermen of London. 

Wards on the east part of Walbrooke are 
these: — 

1 Portsoken ward without the walls. 

2 Tower street ward. 

3 Ealdegate ward. 

4 Lime street ward. 

5 Bishopsgate ward, within the walls and 

without. 

6 Brod street ward. 

7 Comehil ward. 

8 Langboume ward. 

9 Billingsgate ward. 

10 Bridge ward within. 

11 Can^ewick street ward. 

12 Walbrooke ward. 

13 Downgate ward. 

Wards on the west side of Walbrook are these : 

14 Vintry ward. 

15 Cordwainer street ward. 

16 Cheape ward. 

17 Colman street warde. 

18 Basinghall warde. 

19 Cripplegate ward, within and without. 

20 Aldersgate ward, within and without. 

21 Farringdon ward within. 

22 Bread street ward. 

23 Queenhithe ward. 

24 Castle Baynard ward. 

25 Farringdon ward without the walls. 

One ward south the river Thames, in the borough 
of Southwark, by the name of 

26 Bridge ward without. 

OP PORTSOKEN WARD, THE FIB8T IN THE EAST PART. 

Seefno that of every of these wards I have to say 
somewhat, I will begin with Portsoken ward with- 
out Aldgate. 

This Portsoken, which soundeth * the franchise 
at the gate, was sometime a guild, and had begin- 
ning in the days of King Edgar, more than six 
hundred years since +. There were thirteen knights 
or soldiers, well-beloved to the king and realm, for 
service by them done, which requested to have a 
certain portion of land on the east part of the city, 
left desolate and forsaken by the inhabitants, by 
reason of too much servitude. They besought the 
king to have this land, with the liberty of a guild 
for ever. The king granted to their request, with 
conditions following : that is, that each of them 
should victoriously accomplish three combats, one 
above the ground, one under ground, and the third 
in the water ; and after this, at a certain day in 
East Smithfield, they should run with spears against 
all comers ; all which was gloriously performed ; 
and the same day the king named it Knighten 
Guild, and so bounded it, from Aldgate to the place 



where the bars now are, toward the east, on both 
the sides of the street, and extended it towards 
Bishopsgate in the north, unto the house then of 
William Presbiter, after of GifTrey Tanner, and 
then of the heirs of Colver, after that of John 

■ " As much as."— U< tdUion, p. 85. 
t Lib. Trinitat. 



Easebj, but since of the Lord Boorchier, &c And 
again towards the south unto the river of Thames, 
and so far into the water, as a horseman, entering 
the same, may ride at a low water, and throw his 
spear * ; so that all East Smithfield, with the right 
part of the street that goeth to Doddine pond into 
the Thames, and also the hospital of St. Kjttherin's, 
with the mills that were founded in King Stephen's 
days, and the outward stone wall, and the new ditch 
of the Tower, are of the said fee and liberty ; for 
the said wall and ditch of the Tower were made in 
the time of King Richard, when he was in the 
Holy Land, by William Longshampe, Bishop of 
Ely, as before I have noted unto yon. 

These knights had as then none other charter by 
all the days of Edgar, Ethelred, and Cnutus, until 
the time of Edward the Confessor, whom the heirs 
of those knights humbly besought to confirm their 
liberties ; whereunto he gracioiuly granting f , gave 
them a deed thereof, as appeareth in the book of 
the late house of the Holy Trinity. The said 
charter is fair written in the Saxon letter and 
tongue. After this. King William, the son of 
William the Conqueror, made a confinnation of the 
same liberties, unto the heirs of those knights, in 
these words : ** William, king of England, to Bbu- 
rice Bishop, and Godffrey de Magum, and Richard 
de Parre, and to his faithfull people of London, 
greeting : Know ye me to have granted to the 
men of Knighten Guilde, the guilde that belonged 
to them, and the land that belonged thereunto, 
with all customes, as they had the same in the Ume 
of King Edward, and my father. Witnesse, Hugh 
de Buche, at Rething.'' 

After him. King Henry I. confirmed the same 
by his charter to the like effect, the recital whereof 
I pretermit for brevity. After which time, the 
church of the Holy Trinity, within Aldgate of Lon- 
don, being founded by Queen Matilda, wife to the 
said Henry, the multitude of brethren, praising 
God day and night therein, in short time so in- 
creased, that all the city was delighted in the be- 
holding of them ; insomuch, that in the year 1115, 
certain burgesses of London, of the progeny of those 
noble English knights ; to wit, Radulphus FitaJgod, 
Wilmarde le Deucreshe, Orgare le Prude, Edward 
Hupcomehill, Blackstanus, and Alwine his kins- 
man, and Robert his brother, the sons of Leaf- 
stanus the goldsmith, Wiso his son, Hugh Fitz- 
vulgar, Algare Secusme, coming together into the 
chapter-house of the said church of the Holy 
Trinity, gave to the same church and canons serv- 
ing God therein, all the lands and soke called in 
Enelish Knighten Guilde, which lieth to the wall 
of tne city, without the same gate, and stretcheth to 

• This mode of defining the limits of a property which 
borders on a running stream, or rather how far the lights of 
the owner extend, is of the highest antiquity ; and Grimm, 
in his DeuUehe ReehU Altherthiimer (s. 55— €8), has collected 
much and very curious evidence upon the subject. 

Mr. Kemble, in his Codex DiplomatieuM Mvi Smxtmiei 
(tom. i. introd. 50), having quoted a charter of Cnnfs, in 
which the following passage ocean : .. "iiaut natante mare 
injlumine cum plenum fueril^ quam lengiue de navi potett 
teeurie panmla, quam Angli voeant taper-eax. nqter terram 
prcjiei, miniitri eccleeue Christi reetitudinet aeeipiamt :" 
adds in a note : " The instance of Hammer wurf, which still 
subsists in some manors, is peculiarly interesting.** 

t Liber Trinitat. 
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tlie river of Thames ; they gave it, I say, taking 
upon them the hrotberhood and participation of the 
benefits of that hoose, by the hands uf Prior Nor- 
man. And the better to confirm this their grant, 
they oflfered upon the altar there the charter of 
Edward, together with the other charters whidi 
they had thereof ; and afterward they did put the 
foresaid prior in seisine thereof, by the church of 
St. Bnttolphe's, which is built thereon, and is the 
head of that land. These things were thus done 
before Bernard, prior of Dunstable, John, prior of 
Deriand, Gefl&ey Clinton, chamberlain, and many 
other clerks and laymen, French and English. 
Oi^gar le Prude (one of their company) was sent to 
King Henry, beseeching him to confinn their gift, 
whidk the khig gladly granted by bis deed : ** Hen- 
rie, Idne of E^land, to Richard Bishop of London, 
to the uiretTee and provost, and to all his barons 
and faithfull people, fr«ich and EInglish, of London 
and Middlesex, greeting : Know ye mee to have 
grannted and confirmed to the church and canons 
of the Holy Trinitie of London, the soke of the 
English Knigfatai Gruilde, and the land which per- 
tainieth thereunto, and the church of St. Buttolph, 
as the men of the same guilde have given and 
granted unto them : and I will and straightly com- 
maond, that they may hold the same well and ho- 
noormbly and freely, with sacke and soke, toll and 
thea, inCEmgthefe, and all customs belonging to it, 
as the men of the same Guild in best sort mtd the 
same in the time of K. £d ward,and as King William, 
my father and brother, did grant it to them by their 
writa. Witneeae, A. the queene, Greffrey the chaun- 
cellor, Geoffrey ofClinton, and William of Clinton, at 
Woodstocke *." All these prescribed writings (saith 
my book^, which sometime belonged to the priory 
of the Holy Trinity, are registered in the end of 
the Book of Remembrances, in the Guildhall of 
London, marked with the letter C, folio 134. The 
king sent also his sheriffs, to wit, Aubrey de Vere, 
and Roger, nephew to Hubert, which upon his be- 
half should invest this church with the possessions 
thereof^ which the said sheriffs accomplished coming 
upon the ground ; Andrew Buchevitsfand the fore- 
named witnesses, and other, standing by ; notwith- 
standing, Othowerus Aoolivillus, Otto, and Geffrey, 
Earl of Essex, constables of the Tower by succes- 
sion, withheld by force a portion of the said land, 
as I have before delivered. 

The prior and canons of the Holy Trinity, being 
thus seued of the said land and soke of luiighten 
Guilde, a part of the suburb without the wall (but 
within the liberties uf the city), the same prior 
was, for him and his successors, admitted as one of 
the aldermen of London, to govern the same land 
and soke : according to the customs of the city, he 
did sit in court, and rode with the mayor and his 
iHrethren the aldermen, as one of them, in scarlet 
or other livery as they used, until the year 1631, at 
the which time the said priory, by the last prior 
there, was surrendered to King Henry YIJI., in 
the 23rd of his reign, who gave this priory to Sir 
Thomas Audley, knight, lord chancellor of Eng- 
land, and he pulled down the church ; since the 

* This charter is printed, with others relating to the same 
suhjeet, in the new edition of the Fcedtra^ i. 1 1 . The accu- 
racy with which Stow haa translated it is a guarantee for the 
dependence which may be placed upon his statements de- 
rivtd from documents. 



which dissolution of that house, the said ward of 
Portsoken hath been governed by a temporal man, 
one of the aldermen of London, elected by the citi- 
zens, as the aldermen of other wards. Thus 
much for the out-bounds of Knighten guilde, or 
Portsoken ward, and for the antiquity and govern- 
ment thereof. 

Now, of the parts therein, this is specially to be 
noted. First, tne east part of the Tower standeth 
there, then an hospital of St. Katherine's, founded 
by Matilda the queen, wife to King Stephen, by 
hoense of the priory and convent of the Holy Tri- 
nity in London, on whose grounds he founded it. 
Helianor the queen, wife to King Edward I., a 
second foundress, appointed there to be a master, 
three brethren chaplains, and three sisters, ten 
poor women, and six poor clerks ; she gave to them 
the manor of Carlton in Wiltshire, and Upchurch 
in Kent, &c. Queen Philippa, wife to King Ed- 
ward III., 1351, founded a chantry there, and gave 
to that hospital ten pounds land by year ; it was of 
late time called a free chapel, a college, and an 
hospital for poor sisters. The choir, which of late 
years was not much inferior to that of Paules, was 
dissolved by Dr. Wilson, a late master there, the 
brethren and sisters remaining : this house was 
valued at 316/. \4t. 2i., being now of late years in- 
closed about, or pestered with small tenements and 
homely cottages, having inhabitants, English and 
strangers, more in number than in some city in 
England. There lie buried in this church the 
countess of Huntington, countess of the March in 
her time, 1429; John Holland, Duke of Exeter 
and Elarl of Huntington, 1447, and his two wives, 
in a fair tomb on the north side the choir ; Tho- 
mas Walsingham, esquire, and Thomas Ballarde, 
esquire, by him, 14(S5 ; Thomas Plemming, knight, 
1466, &c.* 

On the east and by north of the Tower, lieth 
East Smithfield and Tower hill, two plots of ground 
so called, without the wall of the city ; and east 
from them both was sometime a monastery, called 
New Abbey, founded by King Edward III. in the 
year 1359, upon occasion as followeth : 

In the year 1348, the 23rd of Edward III., the 
first great pestilence in his time began, and in- 
creased so sore, that for want of room in church- 
yards to bury the dead of the city and of the 
suburbs, one John Corey, clerk, procured of Ni- 
cholas, prior of the Holy Trinity within Aldgate, 
one toft t of groimd near unto East Smithfield, for 
the burial of them that died, with condition that it 
might be called the churchyard of the Holy Tri- 
nity ; which ground he caused, by the aid of divers 
devout citizens, to be inclosed with a wall of stone. 
Robert Elsing, son of Williun Elsing, gave five 
pounds thereunto ; and the same was dedicated by 
Ralph Stratford, Bishop of London, where innu- 
merable bodies of the dead were afterwards buried, 
and a chapel built in the same place to the honour 
of God : to the which King Edward setting his eye 
(having before, in a tempest on the sea, and peril of 
drowning, made a vow to build a monastery to the 

* The ftirther history of this establishment will be found 
in Nichols' History of the Hoapiial and Collegiatt Church of 
SI. Katherinet near the Tower of London. 

t The Danish to/T, Swedish torn/, properly signifies the 
ground upon which a house stands. See Grimm's Demteehe 
Rech JltherthUmer, s. 539. 



STOWS SURVEY 



honooT of G«d, md our ]i4j ofg»ee,if God would 
grant tiim gnee to come nfe M land), IjuUt there 
& monutery, plMing kh abbot, and monka of the 
Qstorcian, or White order. The bound* of thia 
plot of ground, together with a decree for tilheo 
thereof, are eipreaeed in the charter, the effect 
whereof I have act down in auolher plaoe, and 
have to show. This house, at the late general aup- 
jinaaion, waa valued at H6l, Vt. lOd. yearly ; it 
was surrendered in the year 1S30, the 3<Hh of 
Henry VIII. ; since the »htch time, the said mo- 
nastery being clean pulled down by Sir Arthur 
Darcie, knight, and olhen, of late time in place 

biacnilB to serve her majesty's ships. The grounds 
adjoining, belonging to the said abbey, are employed 
in building of small teoementa. 

For Tower hill, as the same is greatly diminished 
by building of tenements and garden-plots, 4c. So 
it i» of late, to wit, in the year of Christ 1593, on 
the north side thereof, and at the west eud of Hog 
street, beautified by certain fair alma houscn, 
Strongly built of brick and timber, and covered with 
slate for the poor, by (he merchnnt-tailurs of Lon- 
don, in place of some small cotUges given to them 
by Richard Hils, sometime a master of that com- 
pany, one thousand 

In these alms ho , 

yet living, have placed fourl«en poor sole women, 
which receive each uf them of their founder silt- 
teen pence, or better, weekly, besides 81. 16(. yearly, 
paid out of the common treasury of the same cor- 
poration for fuel. 

From (he weat part of thIa Tower hill, towards 
Aldgate, being a long continual BtreeC, amongst 
other amaller buildings m that row, there was 
■ometime an abbey of nuns of the order of St. 
Clare, called the Minories, founded by Edmond, 
Earl of Lancaster, LcyccBler, aiid Usrbie, brother 
to Ki^ Edward III. in the year 1293 ; the length 
of wiiich abbey cnntained lifleeo perclies and seven 
feet, near unto the king's street or highway, &c., 
aa appeai«th by a deed, dated I3D3. 

A plague of pestilence being hi this city, in the 
year 1616, there died in this house of nuns pro- 
fessed to tlie number of twenty-seven, besides other 
lay people, servants in their house. This house 
was valued to dispend ilBl. 8t. id. yearly, and was 
surrendered by Dame Kliiabeth Salvage, the last 
abbess there, unto King Henry VIII. in the SOth 
of his reign, the year of Christ I53». 

In place of this house of nuns is now built divers 
fair and large storehouses for armour and habili- 
menta of war, with divers workhousee, serving to 
the same purpose : there is a small parish church 
for inbabitanls of the close, called St. Trinities. 

Near adjoining to this abbey, on the south ude 
thereof, was sometime a farm belonging to the said 
nunnery; at the which farm I myself in my youth have 
fetclied many a half-penny worth of milk, and never 
had leas than three ale pints for a halfpenny in the 
summer, nor less than one ale quart for a halfpenny 
in (be winter, always hot from (he kiue, as tlie same 
was milked and strained. One Trolop, and after- 
wards Goodman, were tlie farmers tbere, and 
thirty or forty kine to the pail. Goodman's 



being heir to hia father'a purchase, let oat the 

gromid first for gi ' * ' ' ' 

garden-plots, and li 

On (he other side oi mai an 
withont the walls of the city, wl 
used to be open, always from ti 
IVom filth and mud, aa need required ; of gt«at 
breadth, and so deep, that divers, watering horsee 
where they thought it shalloweM, were drowned, 
both horse and man. But now of later time the 
same ditch is inclosed, and the banks thereof let 
ODt for garden-plots, carpeuteta' yorda, bowling 
allies, and divers bouses thereon buut, whereby the 
city wall is hidden, the ditch filled up, a small 
channel left, and that very shallow. 

From Aidgate, east, lieth a large street and high- 
way, sometime replenished with few, but lair and 
comely buildings ; on the north side whereof, the 
fii^t was the parish church of St. Buttolph, in a 
large cemetery or churchyard. This church hath 
been lately new built at the special charges of (ha 
priura iif the Holy Trinity ; patrons thereof, r - " 
appeareCh by the arms of that house, engi»ve: 
the stone work. The parishioneta of thia pariah 
being of late years mightily inCTeaaed, the chorch 
is [lestered with lofts and seats for them. Mann- 
menis in this church are few : Henry Jorden 
founded a chauntry there ; John Romany Ollarie, 
and Agnes his wife, were buried there about 1408 ; 
Richard Chester, alderman, one of the sheriflls, 
1184 ; Thomas Lord Darcie of the north, knight of 
the garter, beheaded 1637; Sir NicholaaCarew, of 
Bedinaton, in Surrey, knieht i 
headed 1638 ; Sir Arthur DaKJ 
Thomas Lord Darcie, deceased at the new abhey 
on the Tower hill, was buried there. £aa( from 
this parish church, there were certain fair inna i 
receipt of travellers repairing to the city, 
towards Hog lane end, somewhat within the bars, a 
mark showing how far the liberties of the city do 

This Hog Isne stretcheth north ton-ard St. Mary 
Spitle withoat Bishopsgatc, and nithin these forty 
years f had on both sides fair hedge rows 
trees, with bridges and easy stiles (u pass o' 
the pleasant fields, very commodious for citizens 
therein to walk,, alioot, and otherwise to recreate 
and refresh their dull spirits in the sweet i 
wholesome air, which ii now within a few years 
made a continual building througliout, of garden 
houses and small cottages ; and the fields on eithei 
sides be turned into garden-plots, tenter yards, 
bowling alleys, and such like, from Houndes ditch 
in the west, as far aa White Chappell,»r^ *— — 
towards the east. 

On the south side of the highway from Aldgate 
were some few tenements, thmly aeatlered hen 
and tliere, with many void spaces between them, 
up to the Bars ; but now that street is not only 
fully replenished wjtii buildmgs outward, and also 
!red with divers alleys, on either side ti 
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ban, bat to Wbile Chappell uid bej'cmd. Aqiong 
tlw whieb lata buildingB, one memcinble for the 
eaaaooiitj of that eait paR of thiB city i> a fair 
water eonduit, hard witbout (he pite ; at the build- 
ing wherwif in the year 11135, Sir John Allen b^ine 
mayor, two fifteens were granted by the citizen* 
for the makiog and lajing oSppat,lo coarey wtter 
from Hacimer to that place : and w that work waa 
finkbed. 
I FramAUnte,i»nli-westtofiiiho|iante,lieththe 
I ditehoftliacit7ealledHonndeaditch;forthatinold 
I time, when the aams lay open, much filth (conveyed 
birth of the a^), eapecially de«4 dog^ were there 
I laid or «a>t ; wherefore of latter time a mud wall «iaa 
~E, ineloiing the dilch, to keep out the laying of 



i: 



! toward! 



eilylw 






Toward* the street were aome nnall cottages, of 
I two stotiee high, and Utile garden-plota backward, 

lor poor bed-rid pMpla, fiv iu that slnet dwelt 
I nooe otber, built bj soma prior of the Holy Trinity, 
I to whom that ground belonged. 



way pDrjiaaely there t 

ahna ; enerj poor inan or womai 

bed mthin tbeir window, which t 



charitable 
lying in their 
la towards the 



pair of beads, to show that there lay a bed-rid 
body, noable bat to pray only. This street waa 
first pared in the year IMS. 

Abont the latter reizn of Henry VIll., three 
biathreti that ware conlDnnders, niniaDied Owens, 

I got grotud there to baild npoD, and to inclose for 

I nst&ig of braM ordinance, Theae occupied a food 
part (rf the strset on the field side, and in a short 

[ time di*en others also bnilt there, so that the poor 

j bed-rid people were worn oDt,and,in place of their 
homdy ODttaoea, such boasea Inult sa do rather 
want room than rent ; which booses be for the 

I most part pusacased by brokers, sellers of old ap- 
parel, and sach like. The residue of tbe field was 

i for the moat part made into a garden by a gardener 
named Cawaway, coe that serred tbe markets with 
Iterba and roots j and in the last year of King Ed- 

; ward VI. the same waa parcelled into gardens, 
Bin BIB now many fair boasea of pleasure 



e built 1 the filth of 
D the earth east out of their 
vaults, is tnmed into the ditch, by which means 
the ditch is filled up, and both the ditch and wall 
to hidden that they cannot be seen uf (he paseen 
by. This Portaoken ward hath an alderman and 
his depnty, common councillors six, constables four, 
seaTengeiB four, for the wardemote inquest eigh- 



Tbi first ward in the east part of this city within 
the wall is called Tower street ward, and eitendeth 
along the river of Thames from the said Tower in 
the east almost to Bclinsgate in the west. Une 
hair of the Tower, the ditch on the west side, and 
bulwarks adjuiniag,do stand within Iliat part where 
the wall of the city of old time went straight from 
the postern gate south to the river of Thames, be- 
fore (hat the Tower was built. From and without 
the Tower ditch, west and by north, is the ssid 



id Buflfered) for gardens and bouses ; 
on the bank of the Tower ditch, whereby the Towei 
ditch is marrtid, but more near unto the wall of the 
city from the poelem north, till over against (he 
principal fore-gate of the LoridLumley's house, Ac: 
but the Tower ward Boeth no further that way. 

Upon this hill is sJways readily prepared, at the 
chaises of the city, a large scafibld and gallows of 
thnber, for the eiecntion of sucb traitors or trans- 
gressors SB are delivered out of the Tower, or other- 
wise, to the sheriBs of London by writ, [here tu be 
executed. I read, that in the fifth of King Ed- 
ward IV. * a scaffold and ({allows was there setup 
by other the king's officers, and not of the city's 
ibargea, whereupon the mayor and his brethren 
re snswered by the king that 
of the liberty uf the city ; and 
wnaiaoever was uone in that point waa not in de- 
rogation of the city's liberties, and thererore com- 
manded proclamation f to be made, as welt within 
the city as in the suburbs, aa followelh : ■■ Foraa- 
much ma, the seventh day of this present month of 
November, gallows were erect and set up besides 
our Tower of London, within the liberties and frnu- 
chiaes of our city of London, in derogation 
prejudice of the Ut>eTties snd fianchism of 
city, the king our sovereign lord would it bt 
tsinly underatood thai the erection snd setting up 
of the said gallows was not done by hia eommsnd- 
menl ; wherefore the king our sovereign lord will- 
eth, that the erection and setting op the sajd gal- 
lows be not any precedent or example thereby 
hereafter Co be taken, in hurt, prejudice, or dero- 



amplained, bi 
he Tower hill 



the said city, v _ .. , . 

bath in his benevolence, tender favour, and good 
gnce, Ac. Apud Westminst. S die Noverab. a 
regni nosiri quinto." On the norih side of 
hill is the said Lord Lumley's hnnse, snd on 
west side divers houses Isiely built, and other 
CToaelimenta along Buuth In Chick lane I, on 
east of Barking church, at the end whereof yuu 
have Tower street stretching from the Tower hill 
west to St. Msrgaret Patten's church parsonage. 

Now therefore, to begin at the east end of the 
street, on the north side thereof, is tbe fair parish 
church called AUhallown Bsrking, which standeth 
in a large, but sometime tor laner, cemetery or 
churchyard ; on the north nide whereof was some- 
time builtafuir chapel, founded by King Richard I,: 
Bome have written that his heart waa buried (hers 



rard. 
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woAfx the high miter *. Thk dunwl wbs eonfinned 
wdA aagmented bj King Edvmrd I. Edward IV. 
gsire Vnetmtt to hk eoasm John, Esri of Woreester, 
to found there a brotherhood for a master and 
h n e thr e n ; and he gave to the eostoa of that fira- 
temstj, which was Sir John Scot, knicht, Thomas 
Coite, John Tate, and John Croke, the priory of 
Totingbeefce, and adTowwrn of the pariBh chnrch of 
StreadHun, m the eomitj of Sarrey, with aD the 
m e mbe i a and appurtenances, and a part of the 
priory of Okebom in Wihshire, both priors aliens, 
and appointed it to be ealled the hiii|F'8 chapel or 
chantry, 1% vapdLa Beala Mmia de Sarkimy. King 
Richard III. new boilt and fomided therein a col- 
lege of priests, die Hamood de Lega was buried 
in that chapeL Robert Tate, mayor of London, 
1 488 f , and other, were there bnri^ This chapel 
and college were sup p r esse d and pulled down in 
the year 1548, the 2nd of King Edward VI. The 
groimd was employed as a garden-plot during the 
reigns of King Edward, Queen Mary, and part of 
Queen Elizabeth, tall at length a large strong frame 
of timber and brick was set thereon, and employed 
as a store-house of merchants' goods brought firom 
the sea by Sir William Winter, Ac. 

Monuments in the parish church of AIlhallowB 
Barking, not defaced, are these : — Sir Thomas 
Studinham, of Norwich diocess, knight, 1489 ; 
Thomas Gilbart, draper and mercluuit of the 
staple, 1483 ; John Bolt, merchant of the staple, 
1 459 ; Sir John Stile, knight, draper, 1500. WU- 
liam Thinne, esq., one of the clerks of the Green 
cloth, and mast«r of the household to King Henry 
VIII., 1546 ; Humfrey Monmouth, draper, one of 
the sherifb, 1535 ; Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, 
beheaded 1546 ; Sir Richard Devereux, son and 
heir to the Lord Ferrers of Chartley ; Richard 
Browne, esq. 1546 ; Philip Dennis, esq. 1556 ; 
Andrew Evenger, salter ; William Robinson, mer- 
cer, alderman, 1552 ; William Armorer, cloth- 
worker, esquire, governor of the pages of honour, 
or master of the heance men t, servant to Henry 
VIII., Edward VI.,and Queen Mary, buried 1560. 
Besides which there be divers tombs without in- 

* The bodj of Richard was buried at Fonterraud, at the 
feet of hii father. *' Hii Uoo heart," tayt Lingard, HUtory 
of England, if. S51, fourth edition, "the epithet had formerly 
flattered him, he bequeathed to the citizens of Rouen, in 
gratitude for their loyalty and attachment." 

A point of rock, called by the peasantry of Limoges la 
pierrt dt Maulmont, is pointed out as the precise spot on 
which Richard was standing at the moment he received the 
fatal wound. See Marchangy, Trittan U Voffogeur, vi. 398. 

t " When he deceased, 1501."— 1«< edition, p. 95. 

t These words of Stow completely bear out the definition 
of Henchmen given by Sir Harris Nicholas, in the Privy 
Phtm BxpenMt of Henry VIII , p. 827 — 81, where he says, 
" No word has been more commented upon than Henxmcn 
or Henchmen. Without entering into the controversy, it 
may be sufficient to state, that in the reign of Henry VIII. 
it meant pages of honour. They were the sons of gentle- 
men, and in public processions always walked near the 
monarch's horse," ftc. 

The William Armorer here referred to, is no doubt the 
" William Armerer, the king's footman," mentioned in the 
Privy Pune Expenses, in which numerous payments for 
*' cambric for the king's shirts, for shirting for Master Wes- 
ton, Knevet, and the two Ouiliams, &c.," are recorded as 
having been made to " William Armerer, the king's foot- 
roan's wife." 



s cr ipti on. John Oolja wmd TVoobm Pike, eitinns 
of London, fomded a c haatr j tihsre 1388. 

By the west end of this parish efaurefa and dia- 
pel, liedi Sidoo lane, now eoRvpCly cmDed Sythmg 
lane, from Tower street np noilh to Hart street. 
In this Sidon Isoe diTCfs fur wmd laige bonsea are 
bnih, namely, one by Sir John AUen, sometime 
mayor of London, and of eoundl onto Kmg Henry 
Vin. ; Sir Francis Watamgham, knigM, principid 
secretary to the qaeen*s majesty that now is^ was 
kMlged there, and so was the Earl of Essex, Ac 
At the nordi-west corner of this fane standeth a 
proper parish dinreh of St. OfaiTe, whidi drardi, 
together with some hooses adjoining, as abo others 
orer against it in Hart street, are of the said 
Tower street ward. Monmnents in this parish 
drareh of St. OUre be these :— Riduod Gely and 
Robert Cely, feUmongers, principal bnfldera and 
bene&ctors of this chnrch ; Dame Johan, wife to 
Sir John Zooch, 1439 ; John darendanlx, king of 
arms, 1427 ; Thomas Sawle ; Sir Richard Haddon, 
mercer, mayor 1512; Thomas Bomell, mercer, 
1548 ; Thomas M<Nrley, gentleman, 1508 ; Sir John 
RaddifTe, knight, 1588 ; and Dame Anne his wife, 
1585 ; Chapone, a Florentine gentleman, 1582 ; 
Sir Hamond Vanghan, knight ; George Stoddard, 
merchant ; Ac. 

Then have ye oot of Tower street, also on the 
north side, one other lane, called Marte lane, 
which nmneth np towards the north, and is for the 
most part of this Tower street ward ; which lane 
is about the third quarter thereof dhrided from 
Aldgate ward, by a chain to be drawn athwart the 
said lane, above the west end of Hart street 
Cokedon hall, sometime at the south-west end of 
Marte lane, I read of *. 

A third lane out of Tower street, on the north 
side, is called Mincheon lane, so ealled of tene- 
ments there sometime pertaining to the Minchuns 
or nuns of St. Helen's in Bishopsgate street. This 
lane is all of the said ward, except the coiner 
house towards Fenchurch street. In thu lane of 
old time dwelt divers strangers, bom of Grenoa and 
those parts ; these were commonly called galley 
men, as men that came up in the galleys brought 
up wines and other merchandises, which they 
Umded in Thames street, at a place called Galley 
key ; they had a certain coin of mlver amongst 
themselves, which were balance of Genoa, and 
were called Gralley halfpence ; these halfpence 
were forbidden in the 13th of Henry IV., and 
again by parliament in the 4th of Henry V. It 
was, that if any person bring into this realm half- 
pence, suskinges, or dodkins, he should be punished 
as a thief; and he that taketh or payeth such 
money shall leese a hundred shillings, whereof the 
king shall have the one half, and he that will sue 
the other half. Notwithstanding, in my youth, I 
have seen them pass current, but with some diffi- 
culty, for that the English halfpence were then, 
though not so broad, somewhat thicker and 
stronger. 

The Clothworkers' hall is in this lane. Then at 
the west end of Tower street have ye a little turn- 
ing towards the north to a fair house sometime 
belonging to one named Griste, for he dwelt there 
in the year 1449. And Jack Cade, captain of the 

* " Woodroffe lane towardes the Tower in this psi1sh."<^ 
1st edition, p. 97. 
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rebels in Kent, being by bim in this bis house 
feasted, when be had dined, like an unkind guest, 
robbed him of all that was there to be found worth 
the carriage. Next to this is one other fair house, 
sometime built by Angell Dune, grocer, alderman 
of London, since possessed by Sir John Champneis, 
alderman, and mayor of London. He built in this 
house a high tower of brick, the first that I ever 
heard of in any prirate man's house, to overlook 
his neighbours in this city. But this delight of his 
eye was punished widi blindness some years before 
bis death. Since that time. Sir Percevall Hart, a 
joUy courtier, and knight-harbinger * to the queen, 
was lodged there, &c. From this house, some- 
what west, is the parish church of St. Margaret's 
Pattens ; to the which church and house, on the 
north si<k», and as far over against on the south, 
stretcheth the farthest west part of this ward. 

And, therefore, to begin again at the east end of 
Tower street, on the south side, have ye Beare 
lane, wherein are many fair houses, and runneth 
down to Thames street. The next is Sporiar lane, 
of old time so called, but since and of later time 
named Water lane, because it runneth down to the 
water sate by the Custom house in Thames street 
Then is there Hart lane for Harpe lane, which 
likewise runneth down into Thames street. In this 
Hart lane is the Bakers' hall, sometime the dwell- 
ing house of John Chichley, chamberlain of Lon- 
don, who was son to William Chichley, alderman 
of London, brother to William Chichley, arch- 
deacon of Canterburie, nephew to Robert Chichley, 
mayor of London, and to Henry Chichley, arch- 
bishop of Canterburie. This John Chichley, saith 
John Leland, had twenty-four children. Sir 
Thomas Kirrioll, of Kent, aiter he had been long 
prisoner in France, married Elizabeth, one of the 
daughters of this Chichley, by whom he had this 
Chichley's bouse. This Elizabeth was secondly 
married to Sir Ralfe Ashton, knight-marshal, and 
thirdly, to Sir John Burchier, uncle to the late 
Burchier, Earl of Essex, but she never had child. 
Edward Poynings made part with Burchier and 
Elizabeth, to have Ostenhanger in Kent, after their 
death, and entered into it, they living. 

In Tower street, between Hart lane and Church 
lane, was a quadrant called Gralley row, because 
galley men dwelt there. Then haveye two lanes 
out of Tower street, both called Ctiurch lanes, 
because one runneth down by the east end of St. 
Dunstan's church, and the other by the west end 
of the same ; out of the west lane tumeth another 
lane west towards St. Marie hill, and is called Fowie 
lane, which is for the most part in Tower streetward. 

This church of St. Dunstone is called, in the 

It, for difference from one other of the same name 



* Foil TMUtieoIars of the duties attached to the office which 
filled by this " Jolly ** old courtier of the queen's, may be 
gathered flrom the Ordinances made at Eltham by Henry 
VIII., and the other valuable documents of a similar nature 
which were printed by the Society of Antiquaries, under the 
title of A CoUwUon of Ordinaneet and Regulation* for the 
Owemment of the Ropal Houtehold^ ^e. 4to, 1790. It may 
be stated that these duties consisted, as tlie name of the 
office implies, in providing for the proper accommodation 
and harbourage of the king and royal family when the court 
moved in Progresses. The gentleman-harbinger made the 
saxne provision for the great officers of state, and the yeoman- 
harbinger for tlM rest of the retinue. 



in the west ; it is a fair and large church of an 
ancient building, and within a large churchyard ; 
it hath a great parish of many rich merchants, and 
other occupiers of divers trades, namely salters and 
ironmongers. 

The monuments in that church be these : — In 
the choir, John Kenington, parson, there buried 
1374 ; WiUiam Islip, parson, 1382 ; John KryoU, 
esq., brother to Thomas Kryoll, 1400 ; Nicholas 
Bond, Thomas Barry, merchant, 1445 ; Robert 
Shelly, esq., 1420 ; Robert Pepper, grocer, 144«i ; 
John Norwich, grocer, 1390 ; Alice Brome, wile to 
John Coventry, sometime mayor of London, 1433 ; 
William Isaack, draper, alderman, 1508 ; Edward 
Skales, merchant, 1521 ; John Ricroft, esq., ser- 
geant of the larder to Henry VII. and Henry VIII., 
1532 ; Edwaters, esq., sergeant-at-arms, 1558 ; 
Sir Bartholomew James, draper, roavor 1479, 
buried imder a fair monument with his ladv ; 
Ralfe Green way, grocer, alderman, put under the 
stone of Robert Pepper, 1559 ; Thomas Bledlow, 
one of the sheriffs 1472 ; James Bacon, fishmonger, 
sheriff, 1573 ; Sir Richard Champion, draper, 
mayor 1568 ; Henry Herdson, skinner, alderman, 
1555 ; Sir James Gamado, knight ; William Ha- 
riot, draper, mayor 1481, buried in a fair chapel by 
him built, 1517 ; John Tate, son to Sir John Tate, 
in the same chapel in the north wall ; Sir Christo- 
pher Draper, ironmonger, mayor 1566, buried 
1580. And many other worshipful personages 
besides, whose monuments are altogether defaced. 

Now for the two Church lanes, they meeting on 
the south side of this church and church yard, do 
join in one, and running down to the Thames 
street, the same is called St. Dunstan's hill, at the 
lower end whereof the said Thames street towards 
the west on both sides almost to Belin's gate, but 
towards the east up to tlie water gate, by the bul- 
wark of the Tower, is all of Tower street ward. 
In this street, on the Thames side, are divers large 
landing-places called wharfs or keys, for craneage 
up of wares and merchandise, as also for shipping of 
wares from thence to be transported. These whufs 
and keys commonly bear the names of their owners, 
and are therefore changeable. I read, in the 26th 
of Henry VI., that in the parish of St. Dunstone in 
the east, a tenement, called Passeke's wharf, and 
another called Homer's key, in Thames street, 
were granted to William Harindon, esq. I read 
also, that in the 6th of Ricliard II., John Church- 
man, grocer, for the quiet of merchants, did newly 
build a certain house upon the key, called Wool 
wharf, in the Tower street ward, in the parish of 
Allhallows Barking, betwixt the tenement of 
Paule Salisberrie on the east part, and the lane 
called the water gate on the wes^ to serve for 
tronage*, or weighing of wools in the port of 
London ; whereupon the king granted that during 
the life of the said John, the aforesaid tronage 
should be held and kept in the said house, with 
easements there for the balances and weights, and 

■ The term troynage, or tronage, is obviously allied to that 
weight now called Troy, but formerly Trone weight ; and 
which it is stated in Strype's Stouf, ii. p 369, was in the time 
of the Saxons called the Hustings weighU of London, and 
kept in tbe Hustings. So an ancient record in the Book of 
Ramaay, sects. 32 and 127 :— " I, Ethelgina Countess, do 
bequeath two silver cups of twelve marks of the Hustings 
weight of London." 
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J ptue for th« etulomer, controUerB, 
, id other oeDcen of (he sud trooige, toge- 
tlwr witb ingnas and wnaa to uid from the nme, 
OToi H wu had ia olher places, where the said 
trooaga was wont lo be kept, and that the kint; 
aboold pk)F ]ieu-1y to tfae aaid John diirin|r his life 
fort; Bhilliags M the terms of St. Miclutel and 
Ea^r, by even pnrtioas, by the handa of hia cus- 
lomer, witboDt any other payment to the uid John, 
aa ID tlie indenture thereof more at Urge appearelh. 

Near tmlo this Cualumer's key towards the eaat, 
i> the nid water gate, and weat from it Porter's 
key, then Galley key, when the galliea were naed 
to antada and land their merchandiaea and wares ; 
and that part of Tbam« atreet was therefore of 
some called GaUey row, bat more commooly Petty 
Walea. 

Od tlie north aide, as well aa on (he nooth of thia 
Thame* street, are many fair hoiuea large for slow- 
age, built for merchant! ; but towards the east end 
thereof, namely, over agaioat Galley key, Wool 
key, and the diatom house, there hare been of old 
time some large buildings of atone, the ruins 
whereof do yet remain, bat the Ural boildere and 
owner* of them are worn out of memory, where- 
fore the common people affirm Juliua Ci^ar to be 
tlie builder thereof, aa also of the Tower itself. 
But thereof 1 haTc apoken already. Some are of 
another opinion, and that a more likely, that this 
great atone buildtnr was sometime the lodging 
appointed for the princea of Wales, when they re- 
paired to thia city, and that, therefore, the atreet 
m that part ia called Peny Wales, which name 
remaineth there most commonly until this day, 
even as where the kings of Scotland were osed to 
be lodged betwixt Charing croas and White hall, it 
is likowise called Scotland, and where the earia of 
Britons were lodged without Alderagate, the atreet 
ia c&lled Britain atreet, &c. 

The aaid building might of old time pertain to 
the priacee of Wales, aa is aforeeaid, bol ia unce 
turned to other use. 

It is before DOt«d of Galley key, that the galleys 
of-Italie, and other parts, did there diaeharge their 
wines and merehandiaes brought to this city. It ' 
i* like, therefore, that the merchants and owners i 
procured the place to build upon fur their lodgings 
and slurehousos, as the merchants of the Haunce of 
Almaine were Ijceused to have a house, called 
Oilda Taitoniconia, the Guild hall of the Germans. | 
Also the merchants of Burdeaux were licensed to | 
build at theVintry.stningly with gtoae, ae may be yet i 
•een,and seemeth old, Ihouf-hoflenrepured ; much ' 
more cause haie these buildinn in Pett^ Wales, 
though as lately built, and partly of the like stone 
brougbtfrom Caenin Nonnandie,toaeemold, which i 
for many yeare, to wit, »ncc the gslleya left their ^ 
course of landing there *, hath fallen to ruin, and i 
been let ODt fur stabliug of hones, to tipplers of 
beer, and auch like ; amongst others, one Mother | 
Maiupudding {as they termed her) for many years 
kept this buuse, or a great part thereof, for viclual- 
Ung ; and it seemeth that the builden of the ball 
of this house were shipwrights, aiid not house car. 
penters ; for the frame thereof (being but low) is 
raised of certain priucipal poets of main timber, ' 
fixed deep in the ground, without any grotrndsell, 
* - No fslUu lanaed btn in mnnorii af mtn UtID|.~— I 



boarded close round about on the inside, hanng 
□one other wall from the ground to the roof, Iboae 
! boards not exceeding the length of a cl^ board, 
- sbont an inch thick, every tioard lodging orer 
: other as in a ship or galley, nailed with ahip naila 
called rough and clench, to wit, rough naib with 
I broad round heada, and clenched on the other side 
with square platea of iron. The roof of thia hall is 
alao wrought of the like board, and nailed with 



thelieel lamed apwarda ; and I obasTred that no 
worm or rottenneen ia aeen to hare enlerad either 
board or timber of that hall, and therefore, in mine 
opinion, of uo great antiquity *. 

I read, io 44th of Edward III., that a bonital 
in the parish of Barking church was fonnded by 

Robert Denton, ohi4>lain, for thr - — ' '— ' 

poor priests, and other both men 
frenzy, there to 
' % and reelored 
the 6th of Henry 
in the Tower ward a meamiage, or great house, 
called Cohham's inn ; and in the S7th M Henry Tl. 
a mennage iu Thamea atreet pertwning to Richard 
Longrile, &e. Some of the ruiiw before spoken of 



1 the reign of Edward III. or 



chnrches, the custom house, and two halls 
panics, to wit, the clolhwurkets and the bakeia. 
This ward bath an alderman, his deputy, common 
councillors eight, conatablea thirteen, scavengera 
twelve, wardmote men thirteen, and a beadle ; it 



Tni second ward within the wall, on the east part, 
ia called Aldgate ward, as taking name of the aama 
gate. The principal street of this ward bennneth 
at Aldgate, stretching weet la sometime a (air weO, 
where now a pump is placed ; from thence tfae way 
being divided into twain, tfae first and prindpal 
atreet is called Aldgate street, runneth on the 
south aide to Lime street comer, and half that 
street down on the left hand is also of that ward. 
In the mid way on that south side, betwixt AfaJ- 
nte and Lime street, is Hart horn alley, a way 
Uiat goeth through into Fenchurch atrset oral 
against Northumberland house. Then have *e th« 
Bricklayer*' halt, and anutfaer alley called Spnnckla 
alley, now named Sugarioafe alley, of the like sign. 
Then is there a fair house, with diien lenetnenta 
near adjoining, sometime belonging to a late dis- 
solved priory, since possessed by Miatreea Come- 
wallies, widow, and her heirs, by gift of Henry 
VIII., in reward of fine puddings ^ (os itwaa com- 



. H»nij'l Prtri PmrH Erpmtn, whm vi nil), dm only 
' nvudi [D m; Lidj DurU'i terrant fiir tolnginf capou 
Id puddlngt tv 1K« Jilng* and lo Robert Ettm for brtn^sf 
'4WD ADd pudding! to tha king bwn 1117 Lsdj Wnlofi ; but 
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manly said) by her made, wherewith she had pre- 
■ented him. Sach was the princely liberality of 
those tunes. Of Uter time Sir Nicholas Throg- 
morton, knight, was lodged there. Then, some- 
what more west is Belzettar*8 lane, so called of the 
first builder and owner thereof, now corruptly 
called Billitar lane. Betwixt this Belzetter lane 
and Lime street was of later time a frame of three 
fiur houses, set up in the year 1690, in place where 
before was a large garden plot, enclosed from the 
high street with a brick wall, which wall being 
taken down, and the ground dug deep for cellarage, 
there was found right under the said brick wall 
another wall of stone, with a gate arched of stone, 
and gates of timber to be closed in the midst 
towaHs the street ; the timber of the gates was 
eonsomed, but the hinges of iron still remained on 
their staples on both the sides. Moreover, in that 
wall were square windows, with bars of iron on 
either side of the gate. This wall was under ground 
about two fathoms deep, as I then esteemed it, and 
seeraeth to be the ruins of some houses burned in 
the reign of King Stephen, when the fire began in 
the house of one Alewarde, near London stone, and 
consumed east to Aldgate, whereby it appeareth 
how greatly the ground of this city hath been in 
that place raised. 

On the north side this principal street stretcheth 
to the west comer of St. Andrewe*s church, and 
then the ward tumeth towards the north by St. 
Marie street, on the east side to St. Augustine's 
church in the wall, and so by Buries markes 
again, or about by the wall to Aldgate. 

The second way from Aldgate, more towards the 
south, from the pump aforesaid, is called Fen- 
ehurdi street, and is of Aldgate ward till ye come 
to Culver alley, on the west side of Ironmongers 
hall, where sometime was a lane which went out of 
Fenehnrch street to the middest of Lime street, 
but this lane was stopped up for suspicion of thieves 
that lurked there by night. Again to Aldgate, out 
of the principal street, even by the gate and wall of 
the city, runneth a lane south to Crowched Friers, 
and then Woodroffe lane to the Tower hill, and out 
of this lane west a street called Hart street, which 
of that ward stretcheth to Sydon lane by St. Olave's 
church. One other lane more west from Aldgate 
goeth by Northumberland house toward the Cromed 
Friers ; then have ye on the same side the north 
end of Mart lane and Blanch Apleton, where that 
ward endetb. 

Thus much for the bounds ; now for monu- 
ments, or places most ancient and notable. 

I am fint to begin with the late dissolved priory 
of the Holy Trinity, called Christ's church, on the 
right hand within Aldgate. This priory was 
founded by Matilda, queen, wife to Heniy I., in the 
lame place where Siredus sometime began to erect 
a church in honour of the Cross and of St. Marie 
Maedalen, of which the Dean and Chapter of 
Widtham were wont to receive thirty shillings. 
The queen was to acquit her church thereof, and 
in exchange gave unto them a mill. King Henry 

also, under date of the 26th Oct. 1530 :— " Item, The tame 
daye paid to the wife that made the king podlngs at Hamp- 
ton eorte, vj«. r^d." seems in conjunction with these entries, 
tt Isast to establish the bet, that Henry liked " fine pud- 
dbigt." 



confirmed her gift. This church was given to 
Norman, first canon regular in all England. The 
said queen also gave unto the same church, and 
those that served God therein, the plot of Aldgate, 
and the soke thereunto belonging, with all customs 
so free as she had held the same, and twenty-five 
pound blankes, which she had of the city of Exces- 
ter, as appeareth by her deed, wherein she nameth 
the house Christ's church, and reporteth Aldgate 
to be of her domains, which she granteth, with two 
parts of the rent of the city of Excester. Norman 
took upon him to be pridr of Christ's church, in 
the year of Christ 1 108, in the parishes of St. Mary 
Magdalen, St. Michael, St. Katherine, and the 
Blessed Trinity, which now was made but one 
parish of the Holy Trinity, and was in old time of 
the Holy Cross or Holy Rood parish. The priory 
was built on a piece of ground in the parish of St. 
Katherine towards Aldgate, which lieth in length 
betwixt the King's street, by the which men go 
towards Aldgate, near to the chapel of St. Michael 
towards the north, and containeth in length eighty- 
three ells, half, quarter, and half-quarter of the 
king's iron eln, and lieth in breadth, &c The 
soke and ward of Aldgate was then boun(|ed as I 
have before showed. The queen was a means also 
that the land and English Knighten Guild was 
given unto the prior Norman : the honourable 
man, Ge£frey de Glinton, was a great helper therein, 
and obtained that the canons might enclose the 
way betwixt their church and the wall of the city, 
&c. This priory, in process of time, became a 
very fair and large church, rich in lands and orna- 
ments, and passed all the priories in the city of 
London or shire of Middlesex ; the prior whereof 
wasan alderman of London, to wit, of Portsoken ward. 

I read, that Eustacius, the eighth prior, about 
the year 1264, because he would not deal with 
temporal matters, instituted Theobald Fitz Ivonis, 
alderman of Portsoken ward under him, and that 
William Rising, prior of Christ's church, was sworn 
alderman of the said Portsoken ward in the Ist of 
Richard II. These priors have sitten and ridden 
amongst the aldermen of London, in livery like 
unto them, saving that his habit was in shape of a 
spiritual person, as I myself have seen in my child- 
hood ; at which time the prior kept a most bounti- 
ful house of meat and drink, both for rich and poor, 
as well within the house as at the gates, to all 
comers, according to their estates. 

These were the monuments in this church : — 
Sir Robert Turke, and Dame Alice his wife ; John 
Tirell, esquire ; Simon Kemi)e, esquire ; James 
Mlmthorpe, esquire ; John Ascue, esquire ; Thomas 
Fauset, of Scalset, esquire ; John Kempe, gentle- 
man ; Robert Chirwide, esquire ; Sir John He- 
ningham, and Dame Isabel his wife ; Dame Agnes, 
wife first to Sir William Bardolph, and then to Sir 
Thomas Mortimer ; John Ashfield, esquire ; Sir 
John Dedham, knight ; Sir Ambrose Charcam ; 
Joan, wife to Thomas Nuck, gentleman ; John 
Husse, esquire ; John Beringham, esquire ; Tho- 
mas Goodwine, esquire ; Ralph Walles, esquire ; 
Dame Mai^aret, daughter to Sir Ralph Chevie, 
wife to Sir John Barkeley, to Sir Thomas 
Barnes, and to Sir W. Bursire ; William Roofe ; 
Simon Francis ; John Breton, esquire ; Helling, 
esquire ; John Mai wen and his wife ; Antho- 
nie Wels, son to John Wels ; Nicholas de Ave- 
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sey, and Margarie his wife ; Anthonie, son to John 
Milles ; Baldwiae, son to King Stephen, and Ma- 
thilde, daughter to King Stephen, wife to the Earl 
of Meulan ; Henry Fitralwine, mayor of London, 
1213 ; Geffrey Mandevile, 1215 ; and many other. 
But to conclude of this priory : King Henry VIII., 
minding to reward Sir Thomas Audley, speaker of 
the parliament against Cardinal Wolsey, as ye may 
read in Hall, sent for the prior, commending him 
for his hospitality, promised him preferment, as a 
man worthy of a far greater dignity, which pro- 
mise surely he performed, and compounded with 
him, though in what sort I never heard, so that the 
prior surrendered all that priory, with the appur- 
tenances, to the king, in the month of July, in the 
year 1531, the 23rd of the said king's reign. The 
canons were sent to other houses of the same order, 
and the priory, with the appurtenances. King 
Henry gave to Sir Thomas Audley, newly knighted, 
and after made lord chancellor. 

Sir Thomas Audley offered the great church of 
this priory, with a ring of nine bells well tuned, 
(whereof four the greatest were since sold to the 
parish of Stebunhith, and the five lesser to the pa- 
rish of St. Stephen in Coleman street,) to the pa- 
rishioners of St. Katherine Christ church, in ex- 
change for their small parish church, minding to 
have pulled it down, and to have built there t4>wards 
the street ; but the parishioners having doubts in 
their heads of after-claps, refused the offer. Then 
was the priory church and steeple proffered to 
whomsoever would take it down, and carry it from 
the ground, but no man would undertake-the offer ; 
whereupon Sir Thomas Audley was fain to be at 
more charges than could be made of the stones, 
timber, lead, iron, &c. For the workmen, with 
great labour, beginning at the top, loosed stone 
from stone, and threw them down, whereby the 
most part of them were broken, and few remained 
whole ; and those were sold very cheap, for all the 
buildings then made about the city were of brick 
and timber. At that time any man in the city 
might have a cart-load of hard stone for paving 
brought to his door for six-pence or seven-pence, 
with the carriage. The said Thomas Lord Audley 
built and dwelt on this priory during his life, and 
died there in the year 1544 ; since the which time the 
said priory came by marriage of tlie Lord Audley's 
daughter and heir unto Thomas, late Duke of Nor- 
folk, and was then called the Duke's place. 

The parish church of St. Katherine standeth in 
the cemetery of the late dissolved priox^ of the 
Holy Trinity, and is therefore called St. luitherine 
Christ church. This church seemeth to be very 
old ; since the building whereof the high street hath 
been so often raised by pavements, that now men 
are fain to descend into the said church by divers 
steps, seven in number. But the steeple, or bell- 
tower thereof, hath been lately built, to wit, about 
the year 1504 ; for Sir John Percivall, merchant- 
tailor, then deceasing, gave money towards the 
building thereof. There be the monuments of Sir 
Thomas Fleming, knight of Rowles, in Essex, and 
Margaret his wife, 1464 ; Roger Marshall, esquire ; 
Jane Home, wife to Roger Marshall ; William 
Multon, alias Burdeaux herald ; John Goad, 
esquire, and Joan his wife ; Beatrix, daughter to 
William Browne ; Thomas Multon, esquire, son to 
Burdeaux, herald ; John Chitcroft, esquire ; John 
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Wakefielde, esquire ; William Criswicke ; Anne 
and Sewch, daughters to Ralph Shirley, esquire ; 
Sir John Rainsford, knight of Essex ; Skr Nicholas 
Throkmorton, chief butler of England, one of the 
chamberlains of the exchequer, ambaiBaador, Ac, 
1570, and other. 

At the north-west comer of this ward, in the 
said high street, standeth the fair and beautiful 
parish church of St. Andrew the Apostle ; with an 
addition, to be known from other churches of that 
name, of the knape * or undershaf t ; and so called 
St. Andrew Undcrshaft, because that of old time, 
every year on May-day in the morning, it was used, 
that an hieh or long shaft, or May-pole, was set up 
there, in me midst of the street, before the south 
side of the said church ; which shaft, when it was 
set on end and fixed in the ground, was higher Uian 
the church steeple. Creffrey Chaucer, writing of a 
rain boaster, hath these words, meaning of the said 
shaft : 

" Right well aloft, and high jt beare your heade. 
The weather cocke, with flying, as ye would kH), 
When ye be stuffed, bet of wine, then brede, 
Then looke ye, when your wombe doth flll, 
Ai ye would beare the great thaft of ComehiU, 
Lord, 10 merrily crowdeth then your croke, 
That aU the streete may heare your body doke f .** 

This shaft was not raised at any time since evil 
May-day (so called of an insurrection made by ap- 
prentices and other young persons against aliens in 
the year 1517) ; but the said shaft was laid along 
over the doors, and imder the pentises of one row 
of houses and alley gate, called of the shaft Shaft 
alley (being of the possessions of Rochester bridge), 
in the ward of Lime street. It was there, I say, 
hung on iron hooks many years, till the third of 
King Edward VI., that one Sir Stephen, curate of 
St. Katherine Christ's church, preaching at Panics 
cross, said there that this shaft was maide an idol, 
by naming the church of St Andrew with the ad- 
dition of ^ under that shaft :*' he persuaded there- 
fore that the names of churches might be altered ; 
also that the names of days in the week might be 
changed ; the fish days to be kept any days except 
Friday and Saturday, and the Lent any time, save 
only betwixt Shrovetide and Blaster. I have oft 
times seen this man, forsaking the pulpit of his said 
parish church, preach out of a high elm-tree X in 
the midst of the churchyard, and then entering 
the church, forsaking the altar, to have sung his 
high mass in English upon a tomb of the dead 
towards the north. I heard his sermon at Panle's 
cross, and I saw the effect that followed ; for in 
the afternoon of that present Sunday, the neigh- 
bours and tenants to the said bridge, over whose 
doors the said shaft had lain, after they had well 

* Knape, from the Anglo-Saxon Cnsp, Cncpp, which Boa- 
worth in hit Dietionorjf defines " the Ufp, eop, tnop^ bmllon,'* 

Those who are of opinion that 

Happy the age, and harmless were the dajrs. 
When every village did a Maypole raise, 
are referred for tall particulars of this old custom to Sir Henxy 
£llis' edition ot Brand's Popular AnliquUi«$t i. 135, et seq. 

f Stow, in his marginal note to these lines, sajrs, "Chav- 
CKR, Chance of Dice." No such poem, however, is attributed 
to Chaucer by his best editor Tyrwhitt, nor preserved among 
the additions which worthy John Stow himself included in 
his edition of the poet's works published in 1561. 

I " The said elm-tree, his preaching place, is lately taken 
down."— 5/o». 
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dined, to make themflelTes strong, gathered more 
help, and with great labour raising the shaft from 
the hooks^ whereon it had rested two-and-thirty 
years, they sawed it in pieces, every man taking 
for hU share so much as had lain over his door and 
stall, the length of his house ; and they of the alley 
divided among them so much as had lain over their 
alley gate. 'Dius was this idol (as he * termed it) 
mangled, and after burned. 

Soon after was there a commotion of the oom- 
moQB in Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, and other 
shires ; by means whereof, straight orders being 
taken for the suppression of rumours, divers per- 
sons were apprehended and executed by martial 
law ; amongst the which the bailiff of Romfort, in 
Essex, was one, a man very well beloved : he was 
early in the morning of Mary Magdalen's day, then 
kept holiday, brousht by the shenffs of London and 
the knight-marshalto the well within Aldgate, there 
to be executed upon a gibbet set up that morning, 
where, being on the ladder, he had words to this 
effect : " Good people, I am come hither to die, 
but know not for what offence, except for words by 
me spoken yesternight to Sir Stephen, curate and 
preacher of this parish, which were these : He 
asked me, 'What news in the country!' 1 an- 
swered, * Heavy news.' ' Why!' quoth he. < It is 
said,' quoth I, * that many men be up in Essex, 
but, thanks be to God, all is in good quiet about 
us :' and this was all, as God be my judge," &c. 
Upon these words of the prisoner, Sir Stephen, to 
avoid refnroach of the people, left iiie city, and was 
never heard of since amongst them to my know- 
ledge. I heard the words of the prisoner, for he 
was executed upon the pavement of my door where 
I then kept house. Thus much by digression : now 
again to toe parish church of St Andrew Under- 
shaft, for it still retaineth the name, which hath 
been new built by the parishioners there since the 
year 1520 ; every man putting to his helping hand, 
some with their purses, other with their bodies. 
Steven Grennings, merchant-tailor, sometime mayor 
of London, caiMed at his charges to be built f the 
whole north side of the great middle aisle, both of 
Uie body and choir, as appeareth by his arms over 
every pillar graven, and also the north isle, which 
he roofed with timber and sealed ; also the whole 
south side of the church was glazed, and the pews 
in the south chapel made of his costs, as i^ppeareth 
in every window, and upon the said pews. He de- 
ceased in the year 1524, and was buried in the 
Grrey friars church. John Kerkbie, merchant-tailor, 
sometime one of the sherifis, John Garlande, mer- 
chant-tailor, and Nicholas Levison, mercer, exe- 
cutor to Garlande, were great benefSftctors to this 
work ; which was finished to the glazing in the 
year 1529, and fully finished 1532. Buried in 
this church t - Philip Malpas, one of the sheriffs, 
1439 ; Sir Robert Dennie, knight, and after him 
Thomas Dennie, his son, in the year 1421 ; Thomas 
Stokes^ gentleman, grocer, 1496. In the new 
church : John Nichell, merchant-tailor, 1537 ; 
William Draper, esc^uire, 1537 ; Isabell and Mar- 
garet, his wives ; Nicholas Levison, mercer, one of 
thesherifili, 1534 ; John Gerrarde, woolmao, mer- 

• *' Aa he, poore man, tearmed it."— U< edition^ p. 108. 
f ** The one halfe, to wit."— Uf edition, p. 109. 
I ** The moaiunenta of the dead, buzied in thia church, 
are theM."~U< tdiUon, p. 109. 



chant of the staple, 1546 ; Henry Man, doctor of 
divinity, bbhop of Man, 1550 ; Stephen Kyrton, 
merchant-tailor, alderman, 1553 ; David Wood- 
roffe, haberdasher, one of the sheriffs, 1554 ; Ste- 
phen Woodroffe, his son, gave one hundred pounds 
in money, for the which the poor of that paririi re- 
ceive two shillings in bread weekly for ever ; Sir 
Thomas Offley, merchant-tailor, mayor, 1556 ; he 
bequeathed the one half of all his goods to cha- 
ritable actions, but the parish received little benefit 
thereby ; Thomas Starkey, skinner, one of the she. 
riffs, 1578 ; Hugh Offley, leatherseller, one of the 
sheriffs, 1588 ; WillUm Hanbury, baker. 

Now down St. Mary street, by the west end of 
the church towards the nortli, stand divers fair 
houses for merchants and other ; namely, one &ir 
great house, built by Sir William Pickering the 
Sither, possessed by Sir William his son, and since 
by Sur Edward Wootton of Kent North from this 
place is the Fletchers' hall, and so down to the 
comer of that street, over against London wall, and 
against eastwards to a fair house lately new built, 
partly by Master Robert Beale, one of die clerks of 
the council. 

Then come you to the Papey, a proper house, 
wherein sometime was kept a fraternity or brother- 
hood of St. Charity and St. John Evangelist, called 
the Papey *, for poor impotent priests (for in some 
language priests are called papes), founded in the 
year 1430 by WiUiam Oliver, William Bamabie, 
and John Sti^ord, chaplains or chantry priests m 
London, for a master, two wardens, &c., chaphuus, 
chantry priests, conducts f, and other brethren and 
sisters, tJiat should be admitted into tlie church of 
St. Augustine Papey in the wall. The brethren of 
this house becoming lame, or otherwise into great 
poverty, were here relieved, as to have chambers, 
with certain allowance of bread, drink, and coal, 
and one old man and his wife to see tliem served 
and to keep the house clean. This brotherhood, 
among others, was suppressed in the reign of Ed- 
ward Y I. ; since the which time in this house hath 
been lodged Master Moris of Essex ; Sir Francis 
Walsingham, principal secretary to her majesty ; 
Master Barret of Essex, &c. 

Then next is one great house, large of rooms, 
fair courts, and garden-plots ; sometimes pertaining 
to the Bassets, since that to the abbots of Bury in 
Suffolk, and therefore called Buries markei^ cor- 
ruptly Bevis markes, and since the dissolution of 
the abbey of Bury, to Thomas Henage the father, 
and to Sir Thomas his son. Then next unto it is 
the before-spoken pri»)ry of the Holy Trinity ; to 
wit, the west and north part thereof, which stretch- 
eth up to Aldgate, where we first began. 

Now in the second way from Aldgate, more 

• Though one can acareely douht the accuracy of Stow't 
derivation of the name Papey, without incurring the risk 
of being considered 'fantasque eomwu la mule du Pape,' ne- 
verthelett, as priests are called patps in no other modem 
language than the Dutch and Flemish, it would seem more 
reasonable to derive the name Papey from the Latin Pappus, 
or ttom the old French Papoagt, which Roquefort, in his 
Gtouaire de la Langue Romain, defines " htritage, bien patri> 
monial." 

t The following definition of the old French eondw^er, 
given by Roquefort, may serve to explain Stew's meaning : 
— " Espice dn derc du Chanoines, et Chanoine du second 
rang.** 
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toward the south from the well or pump aforesaid, 
lieth Femie church street ; on the ri^ht hand 
whereof, somewhat west from the south end of 
Belzetter's lane, is the Ironmongers' hall ; which 
company was incorporated in the 3rd of Ekl- 
ward IV. Richard Fleming was their first mas- 
ter ; Nicholas Marshall and Richard Cox were 
custoe, or wardens. And on the left hand, or south 
side, even by the gate and wall of the city, runneth 
down a lane to the Tower hill ; the south part 
whereof is called Woodroffe lane, and out of this 
lane toward the west a street called Hart street. 
In this street, at the south-east comer thereof, 
sometime stood one house of Crouched ^)r crossed) 
friars, foimded by Ralph Hosiar and William Sa- 
bemes about the year 1^8. Stephen, the tenth prior 
of the Holy Trinity in London, granted three tene- 
ments for 13*. 8d. by the year unto the said Ralph 
' Hoeiar and William Sabemes, who afterwards be- 
came friars of St. Crosse ; Adun was the first prior 
of that house. These friars founded their house in 
place of certain tenements purchased of Ricliard 
Wimbush, the twelfth prior of the Holy Trinity, in 
the year 1319, which was confirmed by Edward III. 
the 17th of his reign, valued at 52/. ISs. 4/i., sur- 
rendered the twelfth of November, the 30th of 
Henry VIII. In this house was buried Master 
John Tirres ; Nicholas, the son of William Kyriell, 
esquire ; Sir Thomas Mellington, baron of We- 
messe, and Dame Elizabeth his wife, daughter and 
heir of William Butclar, baron of Wome ; Robert 
Mellington, squire, and Elizabeth his wife, daugh- 
ter to Ferreis of Ousley ; Henry Lovell, son to 
William Lord Lovell ; Dame Isabel, wife to Wil- 
liam Edwardc, mayor of London, 1471 : William 
Narborough, and Dame Elizabeth hb wife ; Wil- 
liam Narborough, and Dame Beatrix his wife ; Wil- 
liam Brosked, esquire ; William Bowes ; Lionel 
Mellington, esquire, son of Robert Mellington ; 
Nicholas Couderow, and Elizabeth his wife ; Sir 
John Stratford, knight ; Sir Thomas Asseldy, 
knight, clerk of the crown, sub-marshal of England, 
and justice of the shire of Middlesex ; John Rest, 
grocer, mayor of London, 1516 ; Sir John Skeviug- 
ton, knight, merchant-tailor, sheriff, 1520 ; Sir 
John Milbome, draper, mayor in the year 1520, 
was buried there, but removed since to St. £d- 
mondes in Lombard street ; Sir Rice Grifith, be- 
headed on the Tower hill, 1531. 

In place of this church is now a carpenters' 
yard, a tennis court, and such like ; the friars' hall 
was made ^ glass-house, or house wherein was 
made glass of divers sorts to drink in ; which house 
in the year 1575, on the 4th of September, burst 
out into a terrible fire, where being practised all 
means possible to quench, notwithstanding as the 
same house in a small time before had consumed a 
great quantity of wood by making of glasses, now 
itself having within it about forty thousand billets 
of wood, was all consumed to the stone walls, which 
nevertheless greatly hindered the fire from spread- 
ing any further. 

Adjoining unto this friars' church, by the east 
end thereof in Woodroffe lane towards the Tower 
hill, are certain proper alms houses, fourteen in 
number, built of brick and timber, founded by Sir 
John Milborne, draper, sometime mayor, 1521, 
wherein he placed thirteen aged poor men and 
their wives, if they have wives : these have their 



dwellings rent free, and 2f. id. the piece, the first 
day of erery month, for ever. One also is to have 
his house over the gate, and 4f. every mcmth : 
more, he appointed every Sunday for ever, thirteen 
penny loaves of white bread, to be given in the 
parish church of St Edmonde in Lombard street, 
to thirteen poor people of that parish ; and the like 
Uiirteen loaves to be given in the parish church of 
St. Michael upon Comhill, and in either parish 
every year one load of chare coal, of thirty sacks 
in the load ; and this gift to be continued for ever : 
for performance whereof, by the master and war- 
dens of the drapers in London, he assured unto 
them and their successors twenty-three messuages 
and tenements, and eighteen garden-plots, in the 
parish of St. Olave in Hart street ; with proviso, 
that if they perform not those points * above-men- 
tioned, the said tenements and gardens to remain to 
the mayor and commonalty of the city of London. 

Next to these alms houses is the Lord Lumley's 
house, built in the time of King Henry VIII. by 
Sir Thomas Wiat the father, upon one plot of ground 
of late pertaining to the foresaid Crossed friars, 
where part of their house stood : and this is the 
farthest part of Ald^te ward towards the south, 
and ioineth to the Tower hilL The other side of 
that line, over against the Lord Lumley's house, 
on the wall side of the city, is now for the most 
part (or altogether) built even to Aldgate. 

Then have you on the south side of Fenchurch 
street, over against the well or pump, amongst 
other fair and large built houses, one that some- 
time belonged to the prior of Monte Joves, or Mo- 
nastery Comute, a cell to Monte Joves beyond the 
seas, in BIssex : it was the prior's inn, when he re- 
paired to this city. Then a lane that leadeth down 
by Northumberland house towards the Crossed 
friars, as is afore showed. 

This Northumberland house, in the parish of St. 
Katherine Colman, belonged to Henry Percie, Earl 
of Northumberland, in the 33rd of Henry VI., but 
of late being left by the earls, the gardens thereof 
were made into bowling alleys, and other parts 
into dicing houses, common to all comers for their 
money, there to bowle and hazard ; but now of late 
so many bowling alleys, and other houses for un- 
lawful gaming, hath been raised in other parts of 
the city and suburbs, that this their ancient and 
only patron of misrule, is left and forsaken of her 
gamesters, and therefore turned into a number of 
great rents, small cottages, for strangers and others. 

At the east end of this lane, in the way frt>m 
Aldgate toward the Crossed friars, of old time were 
certain tenements called the poor Jurie, of Jews 
dwelling there. 

Next unto this Northumberland house is the 
parish church of St. Katherine, called Coleman ; 
which addition of Coleman was taken of a great 
haw-yard f, or garden, of old time called Coleman 
haw,in the parish of the Trinity, now called Christ's 
church, and in the parish of St. Katherine and 
All Saints called Coleman church. 

Then have you Blanch Apleton ; whereof I read, 
in the 13th of Edward I., Uiat a lane behind the 

• •• These poyntet not performed. The Drapers have un- 
lawftilly tolde these tenements and garden plots, and the 
poore be wronged " — Stow. 

t From the Anglo-Saxon Ori-gearti,—iM orchard, or 
garden. 
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nid Bknch Apleton wms granted by the king to be 
iucloaed and snut ap. This Blanch Apleton was a 
manor belonging to Sir Thomas ROO0 of Hamelake, 
kni^ty the 7th of Bichard 11., standing at the 
noilh-eaat corner of Mart lane, so calJed of a pri- 
▼ilege sometime enjoined to keep a mart there, 
k>ng since discontinued, and therefore forgotten, so 
as nothing remaineth for memory but the name of 
Mart lane, and that corruptly termed Marke lane. 
I read that, in the third of Edward IV., aU basket- 
makers^ wire-drawers, and other foreigners, were 
permitted to have shops in this manor of Blanch 
Apleton, and not elsewhere, within this city or 
sabtirbs thereof ; and this also being the farthest 
west part of this ward on that south side, I leave 
it, with three parish churches, St. Katherine Christ 
church, St. Andrew Undershaft, and St. Katherine 
Colemans ; and three halls of companies, the Brick- 
layers' hall, the Fletchers' hall, and the Ironmon- 
gers' halL It hath an alderman, his deputy, com- 
mon couneUlors six, constables six, scavengers 
nine, wardmote men for inquest eighteen, and a 
beadle. It is taxed to the fifteen in London at five 
pounds*. 

LIMB STREET WARD. 

The next is Lime street ward, and taketh the name 
of Lime street of making or selling of lime there 
(as is supposed) ; the east side of this Lime street, 
from the north comer thereof to the midst, is of 
Aldgate ward, as is aforesaid ; the west side, for 
the most part from the said north comer, south- 
ward, is of this Lime street ward ; the south end 
on both sides is of Langbome ward ; the body of 
this Lime street ward is of the high street called 
Comehill street, which stretcheth from Lime street 
on the south side to the west comer of Leaden hall, 
and on the north side from the south-west comer 
of St. Biary street to another comer over against 
Leaden hall. Now for St. Mary street ; the west 
side thereof is of this Lime street ward, and also 
the street which runneth by the north end of this 
St. Mary street, on both sides, from thence west to 
an house called the Wrestlers, a sign so called, 
almost to Bishopsgate. And these are the bounds 
of this small ward. 

Monuments, or places notable, in this ward be 
these : — In Lime street are divers fair houses for 
merchants and others ; there was sometime a man- 
sion-hoiise of the kings, called the King's Artirce, 
whereof I find record in the 14th of Edward I., 
but DOW grown out of knowledge. I read also of 
snother great house in the west side of Lime street, 
having a chapel on the south and a garden on the 
west, then belonging to the Lord Nevill, which 
garden is now called the Green yard of the Leaden 
haU. This house, in the 9th of Richard II., per- 
tained to Sir Simon Buriey, and Sir John Burley 
his brother ; and of late the said house was taken 
down, and the forefront thereof new built of timber 
by Hugh Oifley, alderman. At the north-west 
eomer of Lime street was of old time one great 
messuage called Benbrige's inn ; Ralph Holland, 
draper, about the year 1452 gave it to John Gill, 
nuMter, and to the wardens and fraternity of tailors 
and linen-armourers of St. John Baptist in Lon- 
don, and to their successors for ever. They did 
Bet up in place thereof a lair large frame of timber, 

* " It is taxed to the flftcene in London at 46 ti., and ac- 
counted in the Exchequer to i5l. I A*."— Ul edition, p. 1 18. 



containing in the high street one great house, and 
before it to the comer of Lime street three other 
tenements, the comer house being the largest, and 
then down Lime street divers proper tenements ; 
all which the merchant-tailors, in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI., sold to Stephen Kirton, merchant- tailor 
and alderman : he gave, with his daughter Grisild, 
to Nicholas Woodroffe the said great house, with 
two tenements before it, in lieu of a hundred 
pounds, and made it up in money 366^. 13*. 4<i. 
This worshipful man, and the gentlewoman his wi- 
dow after him, kept those houses down Lime street 
in good reparations, never put out but one te- 
nant, took no fines, nor raised rents of them, which 
was ten shillings the piece yearly : but whether 
that favour did overlive her funeral, the tenants 
now can best declare the contrary. 

Next unto this, on the high street, was the Lord 
Sowche's messuage or tenement, and other ; in 
place whereof, Richard Wethell, merchant-tailor, 
built a fair house, with a high tower, the second in 
number, and first of timber, that ever I learnt to 
have been built to overlook neighbours hi this city. 

This Richard, then a young man, became in a 
short time so tormented with gouts in his joints, of 
the hands and legs, that he could neither feed him- 
self nor go furtlier than he was led ; much less was 
he able to climb and take the pleasure of tlie height 
of his tower*. Then is there another fair house, 
built by Stephen Kirton, alderman ; Aidennan Lee 
doth now possess it, and again new buildeth it. 

Then is there a fair house of old time called the 
Green gate ; by which name one Michael Pistoy 
Lumbal held it, with a tenement and nine shops 
in the reign of Richard II., who in the 15th of his 
reign gave it to Roger Crophull,and Thomas Brome- 
flet, esquires, by the name of the Green gate, 
in the parish of St. Andrew upon Comhill, in Lime 
street ward ; since the which time Philip Malpas, 
sometime alderman, and one of the sheriffs, dwelt 
therein, and was there robbed and spoiled of his 
goods to a great value by Jack Cade, and other 
rebels, in the year 1449. 

Afterwards, in the reign of Henry VII., it was 
seized into the king's hands, and thengranted, first, 
unto John Alston, after that unto William de la 
Rivers, and since by Henry VIII. to John Mutas, 
a Picarde or Frenchman, who dwelt there, and 
harboured in his house many Frenchmen, that ka- 
lendred wolsteds, and did other things contrary to 
the franchises of the citizens ; wherefore on evil 
May-day, which was in the year 15179 the appren- 
tices and other spoiled his house ; and if they 
could have found Mutas, they would have stricken 
off his head. Sir Peter Mutas f, son to the said 
John Mutas, sold this house to David Woodroffe, 
alderman, whose son. Sir Nicholas Woodroffe, alder- 

* Stow appears to have viewed with considerable dislike 
the erection of buildings calculated " to overlook neighbours 
in this city ;** and in this case, as in that of Alderman Champ- 
neys, who built " a high tower of brick in Tower street.** 
and "the delight of whose eye was punished with blind- 
ness," (see ante, p. 51,) records the misfortunes which even- 
tually befel the builders in a tone which bespeaks his feeling 
that their afflictions were visitations of Providence sent fbr 
the punishment of their pride. 

f Sir Peter Meautys was the immediate ancestor of Sir 
Thotnas Meautys, the secretary of Bacon, whose portrait by 
Vansomer has lately been engraved by the Granger Society. 
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man, sold it over to John Moore, alderman, that 
now poflseflseth it 

Next is a house called the Leaden porch, lately 
divided into two tenements ; whereof one is a ta- 
vern, and then one other house for a merchant, 
likewise called the Leaden porch, but now turned 
to a cook's house. Next is a fair house and a 
large, wherein divers mayoralties have been kept, 
whereof twain in my remembrance ; to wit. Sir 
William Bowyar and Sir Henry Hubearthome. 

The next is Leaden hall, of which I read, that in 
the year 1309 it belonged to Sir Hugh Nevill, 
knight, and that the Lady Alice his widow made a 
feoffment tliereof, by the name of Leaden hall, with 
the advowsons of the church of St. Peter upon 
Comhill, and other churches, to Richard, flarl of 
Arundell and Surrey, 1362. More, in the year 
1380, Alice Nevill, widow to Sir John Nevill, knight, 
of Essex, confirmed to Thomas Gogshall and others 
the said manor of Leaden hall, the advowsons, &c. 
In the year 1384, Humfrey de Bohun, Earl of 
Hereford, had the said manor. And in the year 
1408, Robert Rikeden, of Essex, and Margaret his 
wife, confirmed to Richard Whittington, and other 
citizens of London, the said manor of Leaden hall, 
with the appurtenances, the advowsons of St. Peter's 
church, St. Margaret's Pattens, &c. And in the 
year 1411, the said Whittington and otlier con- 
firmed the same to the mayor and conmionalty of 
London, whereby it came to the possession of the city. 
Then in the year 1443, the 21st of Henry VI., John 
Hatherley, mayor, purchased license of the said 
king to take up two hundred fother of lead, for the 
building of water conduits, a common eranary, and 
Uie cross in West Cheape, more richly, for the 
honour of the city. In the year next following, the 
parson and parifth of St. Dunston, in the east of 
London, seeing the famous and mighty man (for 
the words be in the grant, eum nobilif ft potetu viry) 
Simon Eyre, citizen of London, among other his 
works of piety, effectually determined to erect and 
build a certam granary upon Uie soil of the same city 
at Leaden hall, of his own charges, for the common 
utility of the said city, to the amplifying and enlarg- 
ing of the said granary, granted to Henry Frowicke, 
then mayor, the aldermen and commonalty, and their 
successors for ever, all their tenements, with the 
appurtenances, sometime called the Horsemill, in 
Grasee street, for the annual rent of four pounds, 
^c. Also, certain evidences of an alley and tene- 
ments pertaining to the Horsemill adjoining to the 
said Leaden hall in Grasse street, given by William 
Kingstone, fishmonger, unto the parish church of 
St. Peter upon Comehill, do specify the said gra- 
nary to be built by Uie said honourable and funous 
mercliant, Simon Eyre, sometime an upholsterer, 
and then a draper, in the year 1419. He built it 
of squared stone, in form as now it showeth, with a 
fair and large chapel in the east side of the quad- 
rant, over the porch of which he caused to be 
written, Dextra Domini exalUmt me (The Lord's 
right hand exalted me). Within the said church, 
on the north wall, was vtTittenj Honorandus famoms 
merocUor Simon Eyre kujus operis, &c. In English 
thus : — " The honourable and famous merchant, 
Simon Eyre, founder of this work, once mayor of 
this city, citizen and draper of the same, departed 
out of this life, the 18th day of September, the 
year from the Incaitiation of Christ 1459, and 



the 38th year of the reign of King Heniy VI." He 
was buried in the parish church of St. Mazy Wool- 
noth, in Lombard street : he gave by his testament, 
which I have read, to be distributed to all prisons 
in London, or within a mile of that city, somewhat 
to relieve them. More, he gave two thousand 
marks, upon a condition, which not performed, was 
then to be distributed to maids' marriaffes, and 
other deeds of charity ; he also gave three wousaud 
marks to the drapers, upon condition they should, 
within one year after his decease, establish per- 
petually a master or warden, five secular priesta, 
six clerks, and two choristers, to sing duly Divine 
service by note for ever, in his chapel of the 
Leaden hall ; also *, one master, with an usher, for 
grammar, one master for writing, and the third 
for song, with housing there newly built for them 
for ever ; the master to have for his salary ten 
pounds, and every other priest eight pounds, every 
other clerk five pounds six shillings and eight 
pence, and every other chorister five marks ; and 
if the drapers refused this to do, within one year 
after his decease, then the three thouauid marks 
to remain to the prior and convent of Christ's 
church in London, with condition to establish, as is 
aforesaid, within two years after his decease ; and 
if they refused, then the three thousand marks to 
be disposed by lus executors, as they best could 
devise, in works of charity. Thus much for his 
testament, not performed by establishing of Divine 
service in his chapel, or free schools for scholars ; 
neither how the stock of three thousand mariu, <^ 
rather five thousand marks, was employed by his 
executors, could I ever learn. He kift issue, Tho- 
mas, who had issue, Thomas, &c. True it is, that 
in one year, 1464, the 3d of Edward IV., it was 
aereed by the mayor, alderman, and commonalty 
of London, that notwithstanding the king's letters 
patent, lately before granted unto them, touching 
the tronage or weighing of wares to be bolden at 
the Leaden hall, yet suit should be made to the 
king for new letters patent to be granted to the 
mayor of the staple for the tronage of wools to be 
holden there, and order to be taken bj the discre- 
tion of Thomas Cooke, then mayor, the counsel of 
the city, Geffrey Filding, then mayor of the staple 
at Westminster, and of the king's council, what 
should be paid to the mayor and aldermen of the 
city, for the laying and housing of the wools there, 
that so they might be brouffht forth andweighed,&c. 

Touching the chi^l tnere, I find, that in the 
^ear 1466, by license obtained of King Edward IV., 
m the 6th of his reign, a fraternity of the Trinity, 
of sixty priests, besides other brethren and sisters, 
in the same chapel, was founded by Williain 
Rouse, John Risbie, and Thomas Ashby priests, 
some of the which sixty priests, every market-day 
in the forenoon, did celebrate Divine service there 
to such market-people as repaired to prayer ; and 
once every year they met all together and had 
solemn service, with procession of the brethren 
and sisters. This foundation was in the year 1612, 
by a common council, confirmed to the sixty Tri- 
nity priests, and to their successors^ at the will of 
the mayor and commonalty. 

In the year 1484, a great fire happened npon 
this Leaden hail, by what casualty I know not, but 

* " Three schoolemaisters, with an usher, to wit"— 1«< 
edition t p. 118. 
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mueb hooang waa then deatrufed, wilh all the 
■toelu tor gmu, and other proTtnon belonging to 
like otjf wbich na a great loB, and no leva charge 
to be repaired hj them. 

Id the jtUT lfi03,tbe 18th of Henry VII., a 
leqneM ma made by the commoiu of the eily, eou- 
cerning the usage of the eaid Leaden ball, in form 
■• fbtuweth : — " Please it, lbs lord mayor, and 
oommon oeoncil, to eoacl, that all Frenchmen 
brining canTaH, linen clotli, and other wares lo be 
■old,Biid all fonignen bringing wolaledB,sayea,Ha]- 
mua, coverings, nails, iron work, or any other narea, 
and also all manner of foragners bringing lead to 
the eity to be sold, shall bring all snch tbeir wares 
albreaud to the open market of the Leadtn ball, 
there and no where else to be sold and ottered, 
like aa of old time it hath been uaed, upon pain of 
forfeinim of all the said wares ehowed or sold in 
any other place than aforeeaid ; the ahow of the 
said warea to be made three days in the week, 
that ia to say, Uonday, Tuesday, and Wednesday ; 
it is also thot^t reasonable that the common beMU 
ba kept from hencelbith in the Leaden ball, and 
the bnner lo pay Ifaerefon reasonable rent to the 
ebaratMT ; for better it a that the chamber have 
adrantsce thereby thaa a fondgn penun ; and alio 
the said Leaden hall, which m more chargeable 
DOW by half than profitable, ahall better bear oat 
the ehargea thereof ; also the oummoti beam for 
wool at Leaden hall, may yearly pay a rent lo the 
chamber of London, lowaid eupporta^oD and 
ehargea of the same place ; fur rcaaun it l>, that a 
common ofBce, occapied upon a common ground, 
bear a diarge to the ose of the commonalty ; also, 
that foreignen bringing wools, felts, or any other 
monrhandinrs or warea to Leaden hall, to be kept 
there for the sale and market, may pay muie 
largely for the kei^ing of their goods than free 
men." Thus much for the request of the commons 

Now to sst down some proof that the said hall 
bath been employed aud nied aa a granary for com 
sod gimin (aa the same waa Aral appointed), leaving 
all Ibniier eaampleB, this one may iHiSice : Roger 
Aehley, mayor of London in the year 1512, tbe 3rd 
of Henry VIII., when the said mayor cnli^Ped the 
mayoraltv, there wu not found one hundred quar- 
tera irf wheat in all the gatner« of the city, either 
within the tUierties, or ni«r adjoining ; through tbe 

to be served for their money. But this scarcity 
did not last long ; for the mayor in short lime 
mads BDch provision of wheat, that the bakers, both 
of Loodoa and Stratford, were weary of taking it 
Dp, and were forced to take ap much more than 
they would, and for the rest the mayor laid out the 
money, aad stored it up in Leaden hall, and other 
gamera of tlie dly. This mayor also kept tbe 
market ■■ well, that he would be at the Leaden 
hall by four o'clock in the aummer's mommga ; 
and fran tboace he went to other markets, lo the 
great comfort of the cilizens. 

I read also that in the year 1S28, the 201h of 
Hem; VIII., aurveyon were appointed lo viei 
the gamers of tbe city, namely, the Bridgehoua 
and the Leaden hall, how they were stored of 



grain for the service of the city. And beeani 
have here btsfore spoken of the bread carta eoc 
from Stratford at the Bow, ye shall nndeni. ._ 
that of old time the baketa of bread at Stratford 
were allowed to bring daily (except the Sabbath 
and principal feasts) £vers long carta laden witl 
bread, the same being two ounces in the penny 
wheat loaf heavier than the penny wheat loaf 
baked in the city, the same lo be sold in Clieape 
three or four carta standing there, between Gath» 
ron'a lane and Fauater's lane end, one cart on 
Comhill, by the cunduil, and one other in Grasse 
street. And I have read, that in the 4th year uf 
Edward II., Richard Reffeham being mayor, a 
baker named John of StratTurde, for making bread 
less than the aaaiie, was with a foul's hood * on ' ' 
head, and loaves of bread about his neck, diawiL __ 
a hurdle through the slreela of this etty. More- 
over, in the Mlh of Edward 111., John Cliichester 
being mayor of London, I read in the Visions of 
Pierce Plowman, a book so called, aa followelT 
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I read also in the 9IHh of Henry Vllt., Sir 

Jamee Spoicer being mayor, six bakers ot Strat- 
ford were amerced in the Guildhall of London, fur 
bailing uuder the size appointed. These baker 
Stratford left serving of this city, I know not n 
what occasion, about thirty yearn since. 

In the year 1619 a petition was eiliibiled by the 
commons to the common council, and was by them 
allowed, eonceruing the Leaden hall, how they 
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would have it used, viz. ** Meekly beseeching, show- 
eth unto your good lordship and masterships, 
divers citizens of this city, which under correction 
think, that the great place called the Leaden hall 
should, nor ought not to be letten to farm to any 
person or persons, and in especial to any fellowship 
or company incorporate, to have and hold the same 
hall for term of years, for such inconveniences as 
thereby may ensue, and come to the hurt of the 
common we^l of the said city in time to come, as 
somewhat more largely may appear in the articles 
following. 

** First, If any assembly or hxtsty gathering of the 
commons of the said city, fur suppressing or sub- 
duing of misruled people within the said city, here- 
after shall happen to be called or commanded by 
the mayor, aJdermen, and other governors and 
coimcillors of the said city for the time being, there 
is none so convenient, meet, and necessary a place, 
to assemble them in, within the said city, as the 
said Leaden hall, both for largeness of room, and 
their sure defence in time of their counselling toge- 
ther about the premises. Also, in that place hath 
been used the artillery, guns, and other armours of 
the said city, to be safely kept in a readiness for 
the safeguard, wealth, and defence of the said city, 
to be had and occupied at times when need re- 
quired. As also the store of timber for the neces- 
sary reparations of the tenements belonging to the 
chamber of the said city, there commonly hath been 
kept. Item, If any triumph or nobleness were to 
be done, or shown by the commonalty of the city, 
for the honour of our sovereign lord the king and 
realm, and for the worship of the said city, the said 
Leaden hall is most meet and convenient place to 
prepare and order the said triumph therein, and 
from thence to issue forth to the places therefore 
appointed. Item, at any largess or dole * of any 
money made unto the poor people of this city, it 
hath been used to be done and given in the said 
Leaden hall, for that the said place is most meet 
therefore. Item, the honourable father, that was 
maker of the said hall, had a special will, intent, 
and mind, that (as it is commonly said) the market 
men and women that came to the city with victuals 
and other things, should have their free standing 
within the said Leaden hall in wet weather, to 
keep themselves and their wares dry, and thereby 
to encourage them, and all other, to have the 
better will and desire the more plenteously to resort 
to the said city, to victual the same. And if the 
said hall should be letten to farm, the will of the 
said honourable father should never be fulfilled nor 
take effect. Item, if the said place, which is the 

* The word Largeue^ which is here used for alms gene- 
rally, is more frequently applied to the present made to 
labourers at the conclusion of harvest, as a reward for their 
extra exertions. 

The DoU was a distribution of alms at Minerals, originally 
given, as we learn flrom St. Chrysostom, for the piupote of 
procuring rest to the soul of the deceased, and that he might 
And his Judge propitious. " Offertories at burials did last to 
be flrequent (if they were considerable fiinerals) to the middle 
of King James his reign, the ministers of parishes keeping 
np the profit of oblations as long as they could ; and then offer- 
tories at funerals are spoken of in the first Liturgy of King 
Edward VL" Sparrow, Rationale of Common Proper, and 
Nichols in his Hielory of LeicetUrtkire, sec. ii. part 1. p. 357, 
speaks of the existence of the practice so lately as the year 
1790. 



chief fortress, and most necessary place within all 
the city, for the tuition and safeguard of the siUne, 
should be letten to fium out of the hands of the 
chief heads of the same city, and especially to an- 
other body politic, it might at length by likelihood 
be occasion of discord and debate between the said 
bodies politic, which God defend. 

^ For these and many other great and reaacmable 
causes, which hereafter shall be showed to this 
honourable court, your said beseechers think it 
much necessary that the said hall be still in the 
hands of this city, and to be surely kept by sad and 
discreet officers, in such wise, that it may alway be 
ready to be used and occupied for the conunon 
weal of the said city when need shall require, and 
in no wise to be letten to any body politic" 

Thus much fur the petition. 

About the year 1534, great means were made 
about the Leaden hall to have the sune made a 
burse, for the assembly of merchants, as they had 
been accustomed in Lombard street ; many com- 
mon councils were called to that end : but in the 
year 1535, John Champneys being ma}'or, it was 
fully concluded that the burse should remain in 
Lombard street as afore, and Lead«i hall no more 
to be spoken of concerning that matter. 

The use of Leaden hall in my youth was thus : — 
In a part of the north quadrant, on the east side of 
the north gate, were the common beams for weigh- 
ing of wool and other wares, as had been accus- 
tomed ; on the west side the gate were the scales to 
weigh meal ; the other three sides were reserved 
for the most part to the making and resting of the 
pageants showed at Midsimimer in the watch ; the 
remnant of the sides and quadrants was employed 
for the stowage of wool sacks, but not closed np ; 
the lofts above were partly used by the painters in 
working for the decking of pageants and other 
devices, for beautifying of the watch and watch- 
men ; the r^idue of the lofts were letten out to 
merchants, the wool winders and packers therein 
to wind and pack their wools. And thus much for 
Leaden hall may suffice. 

Now on the north of Lime street ward in the 
high street are divers fair houses for merchants, 
and proper tenements for artificers, with an alley 
also called Shaft alley, of the shaft or May-pole 
sometime resting over the gate thereof, as I have 
declared in Aldgate ward. In the year 1676, 
partly at the charges of the parish of St. Andrew, 
and partly at the charges of the chamber of 
London, a water-pump was raised in Lime street 
ward, near unto Lime street comer ; for the 
placine of the which pump, having broken np the 
eround, they were forced to dig more than two 
fathom deep* before they came to any main 
ground, where they found a hearth made of Britain, 
or rather Roman tilef, every tile half a yard 
square, and about two inches thick ; they found 
coal lying there also (for that lying whole will 
never consume) ; then digging one fathom into the 
main, they found water sufficient, made their prall, 
and set up the pmnp ; which pump, with oft repair- 
ing and great charges to the parish, continued not 
four-and-twenty years, but being rotted, was taken 

* " Comhili street, In some place raysed two fadome 
higher than of olde time, as appeared by buildings found so 
deepe." — Stow. 

t " As ihey call it."— i#< ediUom, p. 123. 
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up and a new set in place in the year 1600. Thus 
mneh for the high street. 

In St Marie street had ye of old time a parish 
church of St. Marie the Virgin, St. Ursula, and the 
eleren thousand Virgins, which church was com- 
monly called St Marie at the Axe, of the sign of 
an axe, over against the east end thereof, or St. 
Marie Pellipar, of a plot of ground lying on the 
north side thereof, pertaining to the Skinuers in Lon- 
don. This parish, about the year 1565, was united to 
the parish chmrch of St Andrew Undershaft, and so 
was St Mary at the Axe suppressed and letten out 
to be a warehouse for a merchant Against the east 
end of this church was sometime a fair wall, now 
turned to a pump. Also against the north end of 
tibis St Mary street was sometime one other parifth 
church of St Ausnistine, called St Augustine in 
the Wall, for that it stood adjoining to the wall of 
the city, and otherwise called St Augustin's Papey, 
or the poor, as I have read in the rei^ of Edward 
III. Aboat Uie year 1490, in the reign of Henry 
VI., the same church was allowed to ^e brethren 
of the Papey, Uie house of poor priests, whereof I 
have spoken in Aldgate ward. The parishioners 
of this church were appointed to the parish church 
of AUhallows in the wall, which is in Broad street 
ward, this brotherhood called Papey, being sup- 
preawd, the church of St Augustin was pulled 
down, mod in place thereof one Grey an apothecary 
built a stable, hay-loft, &c. It is now a dwelling- 
house *. Those two parish churches, both lying m 
the ward of Lime street, being thus suppressed, 
there is not any one parish church or place for 
Dirine serrice in that ward, but the inhabitants 
thereof repair to St Peter in Comhill ward, St. 
Andrew in Aldgate ward, Alhallows in the wall in 
Broad street ward, and some to St Denis in Lang- 
bome ward. 

Now because of late there hath been some ques- 
tion, to what ward this church of St. Augustine Papey 
should of right belong, for the same hath been 
challenged by them m Aldgate ward, and without 
reason taken into Bishops^Ue ward from Lime 
street ward, I am somewhat to touch it About 
thirty years since the chamber of London granted 
a lease of ground, in these words : " lying near Lon- 
don wall in the ward of Lime street, from the west 
of the said church or chapel of St Augustine Papey 
towards Bishopsgate,** &c On the which plot of 
ground the lease built three fair tenements, and 
placed tenants there ; these were charged to bear 
acot and lot, and some of them to bear office in 
Lime street ward ; all which they did willingly 
without grudging. And when any suspected or 
disordered persons were by the landlord placed 
there, the officers of Lime street ward fetched them 
out of their houses, committed them to ward, pro- 
cured their due punishments, and banished them 
from thence ; whereby in short time that place was 
reformed, and brought into good order ; which 
thing being noted by them of Aldgate Ward, they 
moTed their alderman. Sir Thomas Offley, to call 
in those houses to be of his ward ; but I myself 
showing a fiur ledger book, sometime pertaining to 
the late dissolved priory of the Holy Trinity within 
Aldgate, wherein were set down ^e just bounds 



* " Beeenrfng the churchyard for a garden plot. 
ediUmm, p. 114. 
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of Aldgate ward, before Sir Thomas Offley, Sir 
Rowland Hey waid, the common council, and ward- 
mote inquest of the same Lime street ward. Sir 
Thomas Offley gave over his challenge, and so that 
matter rested in good quiet until the year 1579, 
that Sir Richard Pype being mayor, and alderman 
of Bishopsgate ward, challenged those houses to be 
of his ward, whereunto (wiuiout reason showed) 
Sir Rowland Heyward yielded. And thus is that 
side of the street, from the north comer of St. Maiy 
street almost to Bishopsgate, wherein is one plot of 
ground, letten by the chamberlain of London to the 
parish of St. Martin's Oteswich, to be a churchyard 
or burying place for the dead of that parish, &c., 
unjustly &awn and withholden from the ward of 
Lime street Divers other proofs I could set down, 
but this one following may suffice. — The mayor and 
aldermen of London made a grant to the fraternity 
of Papie in these words : ** Be it remembered, 
that wtiere now of late the master and wardens of 
the fraternity of the Papie have made a brick wall, 
closing in the chapel of St Augustine called Papie 
chapel, situate in the parish of All Saints in the 
Wail, in the ward of Lime street, of the city of 
London ; from the south-east comer of the which 
brick wall is a scutcheon of twenty-one feet of 
assize from the said comer eastward. And from 
the same scutcheon there to a messuage of fifty- 
five feet and a half westward, the said scutcheon 
breaketh out of line right southward betwixt the 
measures aforesaid three feet and five inches of 
assize, upon the common ground of the said city 
aforesaid, Ralph Vemey, mayor, and the alder- 
men of the same city, the 22d day of October, the 
6th year of Edward IV., granted to John Hod, 
priest, and to Master John Bolte, and Thomas 
Pachet, priests, wardens of the fraternity of Papie 
aforesaid, and to their successors for ever, &c., 
yielding four pence sterling yearly at Michaelmas.'* 
And this is, saith my book *, enrolled in the Guild- 
hall of London ; which is a sufficient proof the 
same plot of ground to be of Lime street ward, and 
never otherwise accounted or challenged. 

On the south side of this street stretching west 
from St Mary street towards Bishopsgate street, 
there was of old time one large messuage built of 
stone and timber, in the parish of St Augustine in 
the Wall, now the parish of Allhallows in the same 
wall, belonging to Uie Earl of Oxford, for Richard 
de Vere, Earl of Oxford, possessed it in the 4th 
of Henry V. ; but in process of time the lands of 
the earl fell to females, amongst the which, one 
being married to Wingfielde of Suffolke, this house 
with the appurtenances fell to his lot, and was by 
his heir, Sir Robert Wingfield, sold to Master Ed- 
ward Coke t, at this time the queen's attomey- 

• Liber Papie. 

f Master Edward Coke, as Stow terms the celebrated lord 
chief Justice, received the honour of knighthood in 1608, the 
same year in which the second edition of the Survey was pub- 
lished, as we learn ttom the curious autobiographical notes 
preterred in what he u*ed to term his Fad« Meeum, an inter- 
leaved and annotated copy of LittUktn'a Ttnurea^ of the edi- 
tion of 1572, which now forms the Harleian MS. No 6687. The 
manuKcript additions to this volimie, which are all In Coke's 
handwriting, are more than equal to twice the sise of the 
originsl work, and, with the exception of some few genea- 
logical and autobiographical memoranda, relate principally to 
legal subjects, and form the germ and substance of Coke'» 
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nenl. Thb haoae bmnz greMlj' miiuted of I&te 
nil, for the moat put luth been letten out to 
poulterers, for Blabliiig oF bones vxi atowftge of 
poultrj', but now Utely new built into a number of 
BDiftll tenements, letten oat to etnngere, and other 
mean people. 

One note more of tliu ward, and aa an end. 
I find of record, that in the year 1371, the Uth of 
Edward III., a great aubaidyof one handled thon- 
nnd pounds was granted towards the king'B ware 
'n Prance, where« the clergif paid fitly tboosand < 
•ouuds, and the laity fifty tfaoonnd pounds, to be , 
evied to thirty-nine shires of Englsnd, containing 
.niishes eight thousand six hundred, of every 
parish tiTe pounds sixteen shillings, the greater to 
help the leaser. This city, as one of the shires, 
' ^n containing twentj-four wards, and in them 
B handred and ten parishes, nae therefore 
leased to six hundred and thirty-five pounds 
elfe shillings, whereof Lime street ward did 
bear thirty-four shillings and no more, so small a 
ward it was, and so accounted, as having no one 
whole parish therein, but small portions only of 
two pejishes in that ward. This ward hath an 
alderman, hie deputy, common councillors four, 
constables four, scavengers two, wardmote inquest 
een, and a beadle ; and is taxed to the fifteenth 
one pound nineteen shillings and two pence 
three fiuthings. 

The next is Biahopegate ward ; whereof a part is 
without the gate and of the suburbe, from the lurs 
by St. Mary Spittle to Bishopsgate, and a part of 
Houndsditi^ ; almost half thereof, also without the 
wall, is of t)ie same ward. Tben within the gate is 
Bishopsgate street, so called of the gate, to a pump, 

by the east end of the parish church of St. Martin 
Oteswicb, and then vnuding by the west comer of 
Leaden hall down Gram street to the comer over 
against Grass church ; and this is the hounds of 
that ward. 

Monuments most to be noted are these : The 
parish church of St. Buttolph without Bishopsgate, 
"• - fair churchyard, adjoining to the town ditch, 
1 the very bank thereof, but of old time in- 
ed with a comely wall of brick, lately repaired 
by Sir William Allen, mayor, in the year 1571, 
because he was bom in that parish, where also he 
was buried. Ad anchoress received 40i. the year 
of the sheriffs of London. 

Now without this churchyard wall is a causeye, 
leading to a quadrant, called Petty France, of 
Prenehraen dwelling there, and to other dwelling- 
louses, lately built on the bank of the raid ditch by 
lomo citiEena of London, that more regarded their 
iwn private gain than the common good of the 
city ; for by mrans of this causeye raised OD the 
bsnk, and soilage of booses, with other lillhiiiees 
into the ditch, the same is now forced to a 
«t«] CinnuKlafir upon LilUth,*. ilit mat autliotlta- 
<•{ >l] our legal tremltet. Pronn line auloblofniriilul 



narrow channel, and almoM filled up with tma- 
voury things, to the danger of impolaaning the 
whole city. 

Next unto the parish ehoreh of St. Buttolph >■ 
a fair inn for receipt of timvellers ; then an boa- 
pital of St. Hary of Bethelem, fovDded by Simon 
Fitz Hary, one of the sberifik of London, in the 
year 1246 : he founded it to have been apriory of 
' " ■ King"' 



canons, with brethren a 



; snd King Ed- 



for the brethren, Miieiir btata Marier itSmitm, 
within the city of Lcmdon, the 14th yev of his 
reign. It was an hospital for distracted people : 
Stephen Geninges, merchanl-tulor, gave VH. to- 
wards purcfaase of the patronage by his testament, 
1523 ; the mayor and commonalty purchaaed the 
patronage thereof, with all the lands and tenementa 
thereunto belonging, in the year 1MB ; the nme 
year King Henry VIII. gave this hospital unto the 
city ; the church and chapel wheroct were taken 
down in the reisn of Queen Elizabeth, and houses 
built there by the govemom of Chriat^s hospital in 
London. In this place people that he diatraight in 
wits are, by the suit of their friends, received and 
kept as afore, but not without chame to their 
brin^ers in. In the year ia6If, Sir 'niDmaa Roe, 
merchant-tailor, mayor, caused to be incloaed with 
a wall of brick about one acre of ground, being 
part of the said hospital of Betheleia ; to wit, on 
the west, on the bank of Deep Ditch, so called, 

Cing the said hospital of Bethelem from the 
e field ; this he did for burial and cue of eueb 
parishes in London as wanted gimmd eonvenieot 
within their parishes. The lady his wife was there 
buried (by whoee penmasiou he inckiaed h], but 
himself, bom In London, was buried in the parish 
church of Haclmey. 

From this hospital northward, upon the atreefk 
Bide, many houses have been built with alien back- 
ward, of iale time -^ ' -■'^ 
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Iding a la^e i 
Mipt of traveller*, and is called the Dol- 
uch a wgn. In the year 161!!, Margaret 
Ricruft, widow, gave this bouse, with the nnleiis 
snd Hppnrtenances, unto William Gam, R. Clye, 
their wives, her daughters, and to their heirs, witf 
condition they yearly do give to the warden o 
govcmois of the Grey frien church within New 
gate forty sbillings, to And a student of divinity r 
the University for ever. Then is there a fair booae, 
of late built by John Powlet. Next to that, a tu- 
mors large and beautiful honee, with gardens of 



!erks of the chaunc 



Oxford's place. 
hath lodged thei 
Manars >. Thii 
tuously built by a m 



justice of the 
been the Esrl of 
en's majesty Elizabeth 
' belongeth to Sir Roger 
ing so lai^ and sump- 
no greater calling, pos- 



vealth (for he was^indebted to muy) 
•vna mockingly called Fisher's folly, and a rhythm 
was niade of it, and other the like, in ^lis manner ; 



Bbhoptgmte waid. 

Tuel cloM.— AztiUeiy yard. 

Priory of 8t Mary Spittte. 



OF LONDON. 



Bishopcgate ward. 
The Spifal lermoiu.— Their 
antiquity. 



'J 



And so of other like buUdings aboat the city by 
citizens, men have not letted to speak their plea- 
sure. 

From Fisher's Folly up to the west end of Ber- 
ward's kne, of old time so called, but now Hogge 
lane, becanse it meeteth with Hogge lane, which 
Cometh from the bars without Aldgate, as is afore 
showed, is a continual building of tenements, with 
alleys of cottages, pestered, &c. Then is there a 
lar;^ close, called Tasei close, sometime for that 
thov were tassels * planted for the use of cloth- 
workers, since letten to the cross-bow makers, 
wherein they used to shoot for games at the popin- 
jay f : now the same being inclosed with a brick 
wall, serreth to be an artiUery yard, whereunto the 
gunners of the Tower do weekly repair, namely, 
ereiy Thursday ; and there levelling certain brass 
pieees of great artillery against a butt of earth, 
made for that purpose, they discharge them for 
their exercise. 

Then have you the late dissolved priory and 
hospital tf ecmmonly called St. Mary Spittle, founded 
by Walter Brune and Rosia his wife, for canons 
regular. Walter, archdeacon of London, laid the 
first stone in the year 1197, William, of St. Mary 
churchy then bishop of London, dedicated to the 
honoar of Jesus Christ and his mother, the per- 
petual Virgin Mary, by the name of Domtu Lei, 
and Beatot Marioff extra Biahopsgate, in the parish 
of St. Bnttc4ph ; the bounds whereof, as appeareth 
by composition betwixt the parson and prior of the 
aaid hospital concerning tithes, beginneth at Ber- 
ward% lane toward the south, and extendeth in 
breadth to the parish of St. Leonard of Shoreditch 
towards the north ; and in length, from the King's 
street on the west to the bishop of London's field, 
called Lollesworth, on the east. The prior of this 
St. Mary Spittle, for the emortising and propriation 
of Bikenaear, in Essex, to his said house of St. 
Mary Spittle, gave to Henry VII. 400^. in the 22nd 
of his reign. This hospital, surrendered to Henry 
VIII., was valued to dispend 478/. ; wherein was 
found, besides ornaments of the church, and other 
goods pertaining to the hospital, one hundred and 
eighty beds, weU fumislied,for receipt of the poor ; 
for it was an hospital of great relief. Sir Henry 
Plesington, knight, was buried there 1452. 

In fSaee of &a hospital, and near adjoining, are 
now many fiur houses built for receipt and legging 
of wonbq>fiil persons. A part of the large church- 
yard perteining to this hospital, and severed from 
the rest with a brick wall, yet remaineth as of old 
time, with a pulpit cross thareiu, somewhat like to 
that in Paules aiurchyard. And against the said 

* Tbe Toiul of the Anf lo-Saxona — Dipaaetu FuUonum^ 
or Fnller'a Teatel of NaturaUsts, ao called from being used 
in dnaainf cloth, for which parpoie the hooked acales of ita 
raerptaele are admirably adapted. 

t Thia old Enfliah game, which takea ita name from the 
JPtptmgap, or Papegai^ a figure of a parrot wlilch formed the 
marlt at which tiie alux>ter« aimed, ia scarcely alluded to by 
Foabroolie. or Stmtt in his Sports and Ptuiimett but is ad- 
mirably described by Sir Walter Scott in a scene in Oid Mor- 
lalii§, where the shoiff of Lanark is described as holding 
the weppwi tdutw of the county. Our musical readers will 
remember that Weber's celebrated opera, Der FreuchUlz, 
opena with a scene of shooting at the popinjay ; a sport 
whiiA ippean to have been practised throughout the whole 
of Bmope. 

I "Of our ttleaaed laAy^^Ut edition, p. 129. 



pulpit on the south side, before the chamel and 
chapel of St. Edmond the Bishop and Mary Mag- 
dalen, which chapel was founded about the year 
1391 by William Eneshan, citizen and paperer of 
Loudon, who was there buried, remaineth also one 
fair built house, of two stories in height, for the 
mayor and other honourable persons, with the al- 
dermen and sheriffs to sit in, there to hear the ser- 
mons preached in the Easter holidays. In the loft 
over them stood the bishop of London, and other 
prelates ; now the ladies and aldermen's wives do 
there stand at a fair window, or sit at their plea- 
sure. And here is to be noted, that, time out of 
mind, it hath been a laudable custom, that on Grood 
Friday, in the afternoon, some especial learned 
man, by appointment of the prelates, hath preached 
a sermon at Paules cross, treating of Christ's Pas- 
sion ; and upon the three next Easter holiday's, 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, the like learned 
men, by the like appointment, have used to preach 
on Uie for^ioons at the said Spittle, to persuade 
the article of Christ's Resurrection ; and then on 
Low Sunday, one other learned man at Paules 
cross, to make rehearsal of those four former ser- 
mons, either commending or reproving them, as to 
him by judgment of the learned divines was thought 
convenient. And that done, he was to make a ser- 
mon of his own study, which in all were five ser- 
mons in one. At these sermons, so severally 
preached, the mayor, with his brethren the alder- 
men, were accustomed to be present in their vio- 
lets at Paules on Good Friday, and in their scarlets 
at the Spittle in the holidays, except Wednesday in 
violet, and Uie mayor with his brethren on Low 
Sunday in scarlet, at Paules cross, continued until 
this day *. 

Touching the antiquity of this custom, I find, 
that in the year 1398, King Richard having pro- 
cured from Rome confirma^on of such statutes and 
ordinances as were made in the parliament, begun 
at Westminster and ended at Shrewsbury, he 
caused the same confirmation to be read and pro- 
nounced at Paules cross, and at St. Mary Spittle, 
in the sermons before all the people. Philip Mal- 
pas, one of the sheriffs in the year 1439, gave 
twenty shillings by the year to the three preach- 
ers at the Spittle. Stephen Forster, mayor in the 
year 1454, gave forty pounds to the preachers at 
Paules cross and Spittle. I find also that the afore- 
said house, wherein the mayor and aldermen do 
sit at the Spittle, was built for that purpose of the 
goods and by the executors of Richal^(l Lawson, 
alderman, and Isabell his wife, in the year 1488. 

* This pulpit cross was broken down during the troubles 
of Charles I. ; and after the Restoration the aerraons deno- 
minated Spital sermons were preached at St. Bride's, Fleet- 
street, but within the last thirty years have been removed to 
Christ church, Newgate street, where they are attended by 
the lord mayor, the aldermen, and the governors of Christ's, 
St. Bartholomew's, St. Thomas', Bridewell, aiid Bethlem 
Hospitals. 

The moBt celebrated Spital sermon of our times was that 
preached by Dr. Parr upon Easter Tuenday, in the year 1800. 
When Bishop Warburton dined with the lord mayor, after 
preaching the sermon, the lord mayor told him, " The com- 
mon council were much obliged to his lordship, for that this 
was the first time he ever heard them prayed for." " I con- 
aidered them as a body who much needed the prayers of the 
church," was Warburton*a chNracteriatic reply. 
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In the year 1594, this ptilpit being old was taken 
down, and a new Bet up ; tbe preacher's face turned 
towards the south, which was before toward the 
west ; also a Uurge house, on the east side uf the 
said pulpit, was then built for the gOYemors and 
chilcUnen of Christ's hospital to sit in, and this was 
done of the goods of William Elkens, alderman, 
late deceased ; but within the first vear the same 
house decaying, and like to have fallen, was again 
with great cost repaired at the city's charse. 

On the east side of this churchyard lieth a large 
field, of old time called Loleswortli, now Spittle 
field ; which about the year 1576 was broken up 
for clay to make brick ; in the digging whereof 
many earthen pots, called uma, were found full of 
ashes, and burnt bones of men, to wit, of the Ro- 
mans that inhabited here ; fur it was the custom 
of the Romans to bum their dead, to put their 
ashes in an urn, and then bury the same, with cer- 
tiun ceremonies, in some field appointed for that 
purpose near unto their city. Every of these pots 
nad in them with the ashes of the dead one piece 
of copper money, with the inscription of the em- 
peror then reigning : some of them were of Clau- 
dius, some of Vespasian, some of Nero, of Antho- 
ninus Pius, of Trajanus, and others. Besides those 
urns, many other pots were there found, made of a 
white earth with long necks and handles, like to 
our stone jugs : these were empty, but seemed to 
be buried fuU of some liquid matter long since con- 
sumed and soked Chrough ; for there were found 
divers phials and other fashioned glasses, some 
most cunningly wrought, such as I have not seen 
the like, and some of crystal ; all which had water 
in them, nothing difiTering in clearness, taste, or 
savour from common spring water, whatsoever it 
was at the first : some of these glasses had oil in 
them very thick, and earthy in savour ; some were 
supposed to have balm in them, but had lost the 
virtue ; many of those pots and glasses were broken 
in cuttingcf the clay, so that few were taken up 
whole. There were also found divers dishes and 
cups of a fine red-coloured earth, which showed 
outwardly such a shining smoothness as if they had 
been of coral ; those had in the bottoms Roman 
letters printed : there were also lamps of white 
earth and red, artificially wrought with divers an- 
tiques about them, some three or four images made 
of white earth, about a span long each of them : 
one I remember was of Pallas, the rest I have for- 
gotten. J myself have reserved, among divers of 
those antiquities there, one urn, with the ashes and 
bones, and one pot of white earth very small, not 
exceeding the quantity of a quarter of a wine pint, 
made in shape of a hare squatted upon her legs, 
and between her ears is the mouth of the pot. 
There hath also been found in the same field divers 
coffins of stone, containing the bones of men : these 
I suppose to be the burials of some especial per- 
sons in time of the Britons or Saxons, after that 
the Romans had left to govern here. Moreover, 
there were also found the skulls and bones of men 
without coffins, or rather whose coffins (being of 
great timber) were consumed. Divers great nails 
of iron were there found, such as are used in the 
wheels of shod carts, being each of them as big as 
a roan's finger, and a quarter of a yard long, the 
heads two inches over ; those nails were more won- 
dered at than the rest of things there found, and 



many opinions of men were there uttered of them ; 
namely, that the men there buried were murdered 
by driving those nails into their heads ; a thing 
unlikely, for a smaller nail would more aptly serve 
to so bad a purpose, and a more secret phbce would 
likely be employed for their burial. Bui to set 
down what I have observed oonoeming this matter, 
I there beheld the bones of a man lying (as I noted), 
the head north, the feet south, and round about 
him, as thwart his head, along both his sides, and 
thwart his feet, such nails were found, wherefore I 
conceived them to be the nails of his coffin, which 
had been a trough cut out of some great tree, and 
the same covert with a plank, of a great thick- 
ness, fastened with such nails ; and therefore I 
caused some of the nails to be reached up to me, 
and found under the broad heads of them the M 
wood, skant turned into earth, but still retaining 
both the grain and proper colour : of these nails, 
with the wood under the head thereof, I reserved 
one, as also the nether jaw-bone of the man, the 
teeth being great, sound, and fast fixed, which, 
among other many monuments there found, I have 
yet to show ; but the nail lying dry, is by sealing 
greatly wasted. And thus much for this part of 
Biishopegate ward, without the gate ; for I hare in 
another plaoe spoken of the gate, and therefore I 
am to speak of that other part of this ward which 
lieth within the gate. 

And first to l^gin on the left hand of Bishops- 
gate street, from uie gate you have certain tene- 
ments of old time pertaining to a brotherhood of 
St. Nicholas, granted to the parish derits of Lon- 
don, for two chaplains, to be kept in the chapel of 
St. Mary Magdalen, near unto the Guildhall of 
London, in the 27th of Henry VI. The first of 
these houses towards the nor&i, and against the 
wall of the city, was sometime a large inn or eourt 
called-the Wrestlers, of such a sign, and the last in 
the high street towards the south was sometime 
also a fair inn called the Angel, of soch a sign. 
Among these said tenements was on the same 
street side a fair entry, or court, to the common 
hall of the said parish clerks, with proper alms 
houses, seven in number, adjoining, for poor parish 
clerks, and their wives and their widows, such as 
were in great years not able to labour. One of 
these, by the said brotherhood of parish clerks, was 
allowed sixteen pence the week ; the other six had 
each of them nine pence the week, according to the 
patent thereof granted. This brotherhood, amongst 
other, being suppressed, in the reign of Edward VI. 
the said hall, with the other buildings there, was 
given to Sir Robert Chester, a knight of Cambridge- 
shire ; against whom the parish clerks commencing 
suit, in the reign of Queen Mary, and being like to 
have prevailed, the said Sir Robert Chester pulled 
down the hall, sold the timber, stone, and lead, and 
thereupon the suit was ended. The alms houses 
remain in the queen's hands, and people are there 
placed, such as can make best friends ; some of 
them, taking the pension appointed, have let forth 
their houses for great rent, giving occasion to the 
parson of the parish to challenge tithes of the 
poor, &c. 

Next unto this is the small parish church of St. 
Ethelburse Virgin, and from th«aoe some small 
distance is a large court called Little St. Helens, 
because it pertained to the nuns of St Helen's, and 
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WB8 their house : there are seven alms rooms or 
homes for the poor, belonging to the company of 
Leathersellers. Then, somewhat more west, is 
another court with a winding lane, which cometh 
oat against the west end of St. Andrew Undershaft 
churdi. In this court standeth the church of St. 
Helen, sometime a priory of black nuns, and in the 
ssme a parish church of St. Helen. 

This priory was founded before the reign of 
Henry III. William Basing, dean of Paules, was 
the first founder, and was there buried ; and Wil- 
liam Basing, one of the sheriffs of London, in 
the 2nd year of Edward II. was holden also to be 
a founder, or rather a helper there. This priory 
being vahied at 3142. 2f. 6d. was surrendered the 
85th of NoTember, the 30th of Henry VIII. ; the 
whole church, the partitiun betwixt the nuns' 
church and parish church being taken down, re- 
maineth now to the parish, and is a fair parish 
church, but wanteth such a steeple as Sir Thomas 
Gresham promised to have buiit, in recompense of 
ground in their church filled up with his monu- 
ment. The nuns' hall, and other houses thereunto 
appertaining, was since purchased by the company 
<i the Leawersellers, and is their conunon hall ; 
which company was incorporate in the 21st year of 
Richard II. 

In the ehurch of St. Helen have you these mo- 
numents of the dead : — Thomas Langton, chapUun, 
buried in the choir 1350 ; Adam Frances, mayor, 
1354 ; Elizabeth Vennar, wife to William Vennar, 
alderman, one of the sheriffs of London, 1401 ; 
Joan, daughter to Henry Seamer, wife to Richard, 
BOO and hor to Robert Lord Poynings, died a vir- 
pn 1420 ; John Swinflat, 1420 ; NichoUu Marshall, 
ironmonger, alderman, 1474 ; Sir John Crosby, al- 
dtrman, 1475, and Ann his wife ; Thomas Wil- 
liams, gentleman, 1495 ; Joan Cocken, wife to John 
Cocken, esquire, 1509 ; Marie Orrell, wife to Sir 
Lewes Orrell, knight ; Henry Sommer, and Kathe- 
rine his wife ; Walter Hundngton, esquire ; John 
Langthorpe, esquire, 1510 ; J(mn Gower, steward 
of St. Helen's, 1512 ; Robert Rochester, esquire, 
sergeant of the pantey to Henry VIII. ; Sir Wil- 
liam Sanetlo, and Sir William Sitnctlo, father and 
son ; Eleanor, daughter to Sir Thomas Butler ; 
Lord Sndley ; John SouUiworth ; Nicholas Harps- 
field, esquire ; Thomas Sanderfurd, or Sommer- 
ford, alderman ; Alexander Cheyney ; Walter Daw- 
beney ; George Fastolph, son to Hugh Fastolph ; 
Robert Liade ; Thomas Benolt, alias Clarenciaulx, 
king at arms, 1534 ; William Hollis, mayor, 1540 ; 
Jolm Fanconbridge, esquire, 1545 ; Hacket, gen- 
tleman of the kmg's chapel ; Sir Andrew Jud, 
mayor, 1651 ; Sir William Pickering, and Sir Wil- 
liam Pickering, fSither and son ; William Bond, 
aldennai^ 15^ ; Sir Thomas Gresham, mercer, 
1579 ; William Skegges, sergeant poulter ; Richard 
Grssham, son to SirThomas Gresham, 1564. 

Then have you one great house called Crosby 
plaee, because the same was built by Sir John 
Crosby, grocer and woolman, in place of certain 
tenements, with their appurtenances, letten to him 
by AUoe Ashfed, prioress of St. Helen's, and the 
convent for ninety-nine years, from the year 1466 
onto the year 1565, for the annual rent of I U. &. 8d. 
r Tliis house he built of stone and timber, very large 
and beantifnl, and the highest at thut time in Lon- 
don. He was one of the sheriffH, aiid an alderman 



in the year 1470, knighted by Edward IV. in the 
year 1471, and deceased in the year 1475 ; so short 
a time enjoyed he that his large and sumptuous 
building ; he was buried in St. Helen's, the parish 
church ; a fair monument of him and his lady is 
raised there. He gave towards the reforming of 
that church five hundred marks, which was be- 
stowed with the better, as appeareth by his arms, 
both in the stone work, roof of timber, and glazing. 
1 hold it a fable said of him to be named Crosbie, 
of being found by a cross, for I have read of other 
to have that name of Crosbie before him ; namely, 
in the year 1406, the 7th of Henry IV., the said 
king gave to his servant John Crosbie the wardship 
of Joan, daughter and sole heir to John Jordaine, 
fishmunger, &c This Crosbie might be the father 
or grandfather to Sir John Crosbie. 

Richard, Duke of Gloucester, and lord protector, 
afterward king, by the name of Richard III., was 
lodged in this house ; since the which time, among 
other, Anthonie Bon vice, a rich merchant of Italy, 
dwelt there ; after him, Germain Cioll, then Wil- 
liam Bond, alderman, increased this house in height, 
with building of a turret on the top thereof : he 
deceased in the year 1576, and was buried in St. 
Helen's church. Divers ambassadors have been 
lodged there ; namely, in the year 1586, Henry 
Ramelius, clumcellor of Denmark, ambassador unto 
the queen's majesty of England from Frederick II., 
the king of Denmark ; an ambassador of France, 
&c. Sir John Spencer, alderman, lately purchased 
this house, made great reparations, kept his mayor- 
alty there, and since built a most large warehouse 
near thereunto *. 

From this Crosbie place up to Leaden hall cor- 
ner, and so down Grass street, amongst other tene- 
ments, are divers fair and large bmlt houses for 
merchants, and such like. 

Now for the other side of this ward, namely, the 
right hand, hard by within the gate, is one fair 
water conduit, which Thomas Knesworth, mayor, 
in the year 1505, founded : he gave 60^., the rest 
was furnished at the common charges of the city. 
This conduit hath since been taken down and new 
built David Woodrooffe, alderman, gave 20^. 
towards the conveyance of more water thereunto. 
From this conduit have you, amongst many fair 

* Spencer, Earl of Northampton, the son of Sir John 
Spencer, resided at Crosby place in 1638. He vas almost the 
first of his order who shed his blood in the cause of Charles I., 
having been killed by the king's side at Hnpton heath in 
1642. Two years before Crosby plase had been leased to Sir 
John Langham, who was sheriff in 1642 ; during whose oc- 
cupation it is said to have been used as a prison for Royal- 
ists. He was succeeded by his son Sir Stephen Langham, 
during whose tenancy it is supposed the fire occurred by 
which Crosby place was so greatly injured that from that pe- 
riod it ceased to be used as a dwelling-house. In 1672 the 
hall was converted into a Presbyterian meeting-house, and 
so remained for nearly a century : after its disuse as a meet- 
ing, it was converted into a packer's warehouse, and whilst 
thus used, received the most serious iajjixy firom the alter- 
ations which were made. 

In 18SI, the lease upon which the hall stood having ex- 
pired, a committee having been formed, and subscriptions 
collected, for the purpose of restoring Crosby hall to its pris- 
tine state, extensive reparations have taken place, and much 
of the mansion has been rebuilt. See Blackbume's Arthi- 
tectural and Huimical Aeecunt of Crosby Plaee, and Knight's 
London, i. 816— 3S2. 
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tenements, diven fair inns, large for receipt of tra- 
vellers, and some houses for men of worship; 
namely, one most spacious of all other thereabout, 
built of brick and timber by Sir Thomas Greeham, 
kniffht, who deceased in the year 1579, and was 
buned in St. Helen's church, under a fair monu- 
ment, by him prepared in his life : he appointed 
by his testament Uiis house to be made a college of 
readers, as before is said in the chapter of schools 
and houses of learning. 

Somewhat west from this house is one other very 
fair house, wherein Sir William Hollies kept his 
mayoralty, and was buried in the pari^ church of 
St. Helen. Sir Andrew Jud also kept hb mayor- 
alty there, and was buried at St. Helen's : he built 
alms houses for six poor alms people near to the 
said parish church, and gave lands to the Skinners, 
out of the which they are to give 45. every week to 
the six poor alms people, 6d. the piece, and 2df . 4d, 
the year, in coals amongst them for ever. 

Alice Smith, of London, widow, late wife of Tho- 
mas Smith, of the same city, esquire, and customer 
of the port of London, in her last will and testa- 
ment, bequeathed lands to the value of 15^. by the 
year for ever, to the company of Skinners, for the 
augmenting of the pensions of certain poor, inha- 
biting in eight alms houses, erected by Sir Andrew 
Jud, knight, her father, in the parish of Great St. 
Helen's, in Bishopsgate street, in London. She 
hath also given in her said last will and testament, 
in other charitable uses, as to the hospitals and to 
the poor of other parish^ and good preachers, the 
sum of 300^. As also to the poor scholars in the 
two universities of Oxford and Cambridge the sum 
of 200/. ; of which, her last will and testament, she 
made her sons, Thomas Smith, late sheriff of Lon- 
don, and Richard and Robert Smith, her executors, 
who have performed the same according to her 
godly and charitable mind. 

Then in the very west comer, over against the 
east end of St. Martin's Oteswich (from whence the 
street windeth towards the south), you had of old 
time a fair well, with two buckets, so fastened that 
the drawing up of the one let down the other ; but 
now of late that well is turned into a pump. 

From this to the comer over against the Leaden 
hall, and so down Grasse street, are many fair 
houses for merchants and artificers, and many fair 
inns for travellers, even to the comer where that 
ward endeth, over against Grasse street. And thus 
much for this Bishopsgate ward shall suffice ; which 
hath an alderman, two deputies, one without the gate, 
another within, common councillors six, constables 
seven, scavengers seven, for wardmote inquest 
thirteen, and a beadle : it is taxed to the fifteen 
at Idl* 

BROAD STREET WARD. 

The next is Erode street ward, which beginneth 
within Bishopsgate, from the water conduit west- 
ward on both sides of the street, by AUhallows 
church, to an iron grate on the channel which run- 
neth into the water- course of Walbrooke, before 
you come to the postern called Mooregate ; and 
this is the farthest west part of that wara. 

Then have you Brode street, whereof the ward 

• " At twenty-two pounds in London, and in the Exrhe- 
quer twenty-one pounds ten shillings." — lat edition, p. 136. 



taketh name, which stretcheth out of the former 
street from the east comer of Allhallowa church- 
yard, somewhat south to the parish church of St. 
Peter the Poor on both sides, and then by the south 
gate of the Augustine friars west, down Throk- 
morton street by the Drapers' hail into Lothburie, 
to another grate of iron over the channel there, 
whereby the water runneth into the course of Wal- 
brook, under the east end of St. Margaret's church, 
certain posts of timber are there set up ; and this 
is also the farthest west part of this ward, in the 
said street. Out of the which street runneth up 
Bartholomew lane south to the north side of the 
Exchange ; then more east» out of the former street 
from over against the Friars Augustine's churdi 
south gate, runneth up another part of Erode street 
south to a pump over against St. Eennet's church. 
Then have you one other street called Three needle 
street, beginning at the west, with two buckets, by 
St. Martm's Oteswich church wall. This street 
runneth down on both sides to Finkes lane, and 
half way up that lane to a gate of a merchant's 
house on the west side, but not so far on the east ; 
then the foresaid street, from this Finkes lane, 
runneth down by the Royal Exchange to the 
Stocks, and to a place formeriy called Scalding 
house, or Scalding wick, but now Scalding alley ; 
by the west side whereof, under the parish church 
of St. Mildred, runneth the course of Walbrooke ; 
and these be the bounds of this ward. 

Special monuments therein are these : — First, 
the parish church of AUhallows in the wall, so 
called of standing close to the wall of the city, ui 
which have been buried Thomas Durrem, esquire, 
and Margaret his wife ; Robert Eeele, esquire, 
1601. On the other side of that stree^ amongst 
many proper houses possessed for the most part by 
curriers, is the Carpenters' hall, which company 
was incorporated in the 17th year of King Ed- 
ward IV. 

Then east from the Currier's row is a long and 
high wall of stone, inclosing the north side of a 
lai^ garden adjoining to as large an house, built 
in Uie reign of King Henry VIII. and of Edward 
VI. by Sir William Powlet, lord treasurer of Eng- 
land*. Through this garden, which of old time 
consisted of divers parts, now united, was some- 
times a fair footway, leading bv the west end of the 
Augustine friars church straight north, and opened 
somewhat west from AUhallows church against 
London wall towards Moreeate ; which footway 
had gates at either end, locKed up every night ; 
but now the same way being taken into those gar- 
dens, the gates are closed up with stone, whereby 
the people are forced to go about by St Peter's 
church, and the east end of the said Friars church, 
and aU the said great place and garden of Sir Wil- 
liam Powlet to London wall, and so to Moregate. 

This great house, adjoining to the garden afore- 

* This was the celebrated Marquis of Winchetter, who 
haring been comptroller and afterwards treaaorer of the 
household of Henry VIII., was in the fourth year of Ed- 
ward VI. made lord high treasurer of Ex^land ; an office in 
which he continued not only during the reign of Mary, bat 
also during that of Elizabeth, until hia death on the 10th of 
March, 1571. This politic courtier being asked by what 
means he had maintained himself in his high station daring 
BO many political changes, answered, "By being a willow, 
and not an oak." 
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said, stretcheth to the north comer of Brode street, 
and then tnmeth np Brode street all that side to 
and beyond the east end of the said Friars church. 
It was boilt by the said lord treasurer in place of 
Aogostine friars house, cloister, and gardens, &c. 
The Friars church he pulled not down, but the 
west end thereof, inclosed from the steeple and 
choir, was in the year 1650 granted to the Dutch 
naticm in London, to be their preaching place : the 
other part, namely, the steeple, choir, and side 
aisles to the choir adjoining, he reserved to houne- 
hold uses, as for stowage of com, coal, and other 
things ; his son and heir. Marquis of Winchester, 
sold the monuments of noblemen there buried in 
mat number, the paving- stone and whatsoever 
(which cost many thousands), for one hundred 
poondsy and in place thereof made fair stabling for 
horses. He caused the lead to be taken from the 
roo£^ and hud tile in place whereof ; which ex- 
change proved not so profitable as he looked for, 
but xtither to his disadvantage. 

On the east side of this Brode street, amongst 
other buildings, on the back partof Gresham bouse, 
which is in Bishopsgate street, he placed eight pro> 
per afans houses, built of brick and timber by Sir 
Thomas Gresham, knight, for eight alms men, 
which he now there placed rent free, and receive 
each of them by his gift 6/. 13s. id, yearly for ever. 

Next unto Pawlet house is the parish church of 
St. Peter the Poor, so called for a difierence from 
other of thjtt name, sometime peradventure a poor 
parish, but at this present there be many fair 
hoosea, possessed by rich merchants and other. 
Buried in this church : Richard Fitzwilliams, mer- 
chant-tailor, 1620 ; Sir William Roch, mayor, 
1540 ; Martin Calthropc, mayor, 1588. 

Then next have you the Augustine Friars church 
and churchyard ; the entering thereunto by a south 
gate to the west porch, a larze church, having a 
most fine spired steeple, small, high, and straight, 
I have not seen the like : founded by Humfrey 
Bohun, Eari of Hereford and Essex, in the year 
1253w Reginald Cobham gave his messuage in 
London to the enlarging thereof, in the year 1344. 
Humfrey Bohun, Earl of Hereford and fissex, re- 
edified this church in the year 1354, whose body 
was there buried in the choir. The snu^^ spired 
iteeple of this church was overthrown by a tempest 
of wmd in the year 1362, but was rused of new, as 
now it Btandeth, to the beautifying of the city. 
This honae was valued at 57/., and was surrendered 
the 12th of November, the 30th of Henry VIII. 

There lie buried in this Friars church, amongst 
others, Edward, first son to Joan, mother to King 
Richard II. ; Guy de Mericke, Earl of St. Paule ; 
Locie, Countess of Kent, and one of the heirs of 
Bamabie Lord of Millaine, with an epitaph ; Dame 
Ide, wife to Sir Thomas West ; Dame Margaret 
West ; Stephen Lindericle, esquire ; Sir Humfrey 
Bohun, Earl of Hereford and Essex, Lord of Bre- 
kenake * ; Richard, the great Earl of Arundell, 
Soney, and Warren, beh^ed, 1397 ; Sir Edward 
Arundell, and Dame Elizabeth his wife ; Sir Fran- 
cis Ateourt f , Earl of Pembrooke, which married 
Aliee, sister to the Earl of Oxford ; Dame Lucie 
KnowieSf of Kent ; Sir Peter Garinsers, of France ; 

• *' Pembroke."— 1«< Afifion, p. 136. 
t ** Coortney.**— l«l ediHtm, ibid. 



the Lord John Vere, Earl of Oxford, beheaded on 
the Tower hill 1463 ; Aubry de Vere, son and heir 
to the Earl of Oxford ; Sir Thomas Tudnam, 
knight ; William Bourser ; Lord Fitz Warren ; 
Sir Thomas de la Lande, knight ; Dame Joan Nor- 
ris, the Lady of Bedforde ; Anne, daughter to John 
Viscount Welles ; Walter Nevell, esquire ; Sir 
John Manners, knight ; the wife of Sir David Cra- 
docke, knight ; the mother to the Lord Spencer's 
wife ; Sir Bartlemew Rodlegate ; John, son to Sir 
John Wiiigfield ; Sir Walter Mewes ; Robert New- 
enton, esquire ; Philip Spencer, son to Sir Hugh 
Spencer ; Dame Isabell, daughter to Sir Hugh ; 
the Lord Barons slain at Bamet field, buried there 
1471. In the body of the church : Dame Julian, 
wife to Sir Richard Lacie ; Sir Thomas Courtney,' 
son to the Elarl of Devonshire, and by him, his sis- 
ter, wedded to Cheverstone ; the daughter of the 
Lord Beaumont ; two sons of Sir Thomas Morley, 
to wit, William and Ralph ; Sir William Talmage, 
knight ; Nicholas Blondell, esquire ; Sir Riduurd 
Chamberlaine ; John Halton, gentleman ; Sir John 
GifiTord, knight ; Thomas Mumingham, esquire ; 
Sir William Kenude, knight ; Sir William, son to Sir 
Thomas Terill ; John Surell, gentleman. In the 
east wing : Margaret Baren tin, gentlewoman ; John 
Spicer, esquire, and Letis his wife ; John le Percers, 
esquire ; Roger Chibary, esquire ; Peter Morens, 
esquire ; Thomas, son to Sir William Beckland ; 
James Cuthing, esquire ; John Chomer, esquire ; 
William Keidey, esquire ; Margery, wife to Thomas 
Band, and daughter to John Hutch ; the Lord Wil- 
liam, Marquis of Barkeley and Earl of Nottingham, 
and Dame Joan his wife. In the west wing : Sir 
John Tirrill, and Dame Katherine his wife ; Sir Wal- 
ter of Powle, knight ; Sir John Blanckwell, and his 
wife Dame Jane Sayne, daughter to Sir John Lee ; 
Sir John Dawbeney, son and heir to Sir Giles Daw- 
beney ; William, son to Sir Roger Scroope ; Dame 
Joan Dawbeney, wife to Sir William Dawbeney ; 
Thomas Charles, esquire ; Sir John Dawbeney, 
knight, and his son Robert ; Sir James Bell, knight ; 
Sir Oliver Manny, knight ; Henry Deskie, esquire ; 
Sir Diones Mordaske ; Sir Bernard Rolin^cort ; 
Sir Peter Kayor ; Sir William Tirell ; Sir William, 
his brother knights ; William Cullingbonie, esquire, 
beheaded 1484 ; Sir Roger Clifford, knight ; Sir 
Thomas Coke, mayor in the year 1462 ; William 
Edward, mayor, 1471 ; Sir James Tirell, Sir John 
Windany, knights, beheaded 1502 ; Sir John Daw- 
trie, knight, 1519 ; Dame Margaret Rede, 1510 ; 
Edward, Duke of Buckingliam, beheaded 1521 ; 
Gwiskard, Earl of Htmtington. 

On the south side, and at the west end of this 
church, many fair houses are built ; namely, in 
Throgmorton street, one very large and spacious, 
built m the place of old and small tenements by 
Thomas Cromwell, master of the king's jewel-house, 
after that master of the rolls, then Lord Cromwell, 
knightf lord privy seal, vicar-general, Earl of Es- 
sex, high cluunberlain of England, &.c. This house 
being finished, and having some reasonable plot of 
ground left for a garden, he caused the pales of the 
gardens adjoining to the north part thereof on a 
sudden to be taken down ; twenty-two feet to be 
measured forth right into the north of every man's 
ground ; a line there to be drawn, a trench to be 
cast, a foundation laid, and a high brick wall to be 
built. My father had a garden there, and a house 

9 2 
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standing close to his south pale ; this house they 
loosed from the ground, and bare upon rollers into 
my father's garden twenty-two feet, ere my father 
heard thereof; no warning was given him, nor 
other answer, when he spake to the surveyors of 
that work, but that their master Sir Thomas com- 
manded them so to do ; no man durst go to argue 
the matter, but each man lost his land, and my 
father paid his whole rent, which was 6«. 6d, the 
year, for that half which was left. Thus much of 
mine own knowledge have I thought good to note, 
that the sudden rising of some men causeth them* 
to forget themselves. 

The company of the Drapers in London bought 
this house, and now the same is their common hall. 
This company obtained of King Henry VI., in the 
17th of his reign, to be incorporate -t* : John Gid- 
ney was chosen to be their first master, and the 
four wardens were, J. Wotton, J. Darbie, Robert 
Breton, and T. Cooke. The arms granted to the 
said company by Sir William Bridges, knight, first 
garter king at arms, in blason, are thus : Three 
sunbeams issuing out of three clouds of flame, 
crowned with three crowns imperial of gold, upon 
a shield azure. From this hall, on the same side 
down to the grates and course of Walbrook, have 
ye divers fair houses for merchants and other ; 
from the which grates back again on the other side 
in Lethbury, so called in record of Edward III., 
the 38th year, and now corruptly called Lothbury, 
are candlestick founders placed, till . ye come to 
Bartholomew lane, so called of St. Bartholomew's 
church, at the south east comer thereof. In this 
lane also are divers fair built houses on both sides, 
and so likewise have ye in the other street, which 
stretcheth from the Friars Augustine's south gate 
to the comer over against St. Bennet's church. In 
this street, amongst other fair buildings, the most 
ancient was of old time a house pertaining to the 
abbot of St. Albans ; John Catcher, alderman, now 
dwelleth there ; then is the free school pertaining 
to the late dissolved hospital of St. Anthony, whereof 
more shall be shown in another place, and so up to 
Three needle street. On the south part of which 
street, beginning at the east, by the well with two 
buckets, now turned to a pump, is the parish 
church of St. Martin called Oteswich, of Martin de 
Oteswlch, Nicholas de Oteswich, William Oteswich, 
and John Oteswich, founders thereof. There be 
monuments in this church of William Constantine, 
alderman, and Emme his wife ; Katherine, wife to 



* " In some matters." — Itt edition, p. 141. 

t The company of Drapers, to whom Edward II T. granted 
a charter that they might enforce the ordinances of the Sta- 
tmtum Stapula, or statute regulating the sale of cloths, were 
incorporated by letters patent of Henry VI. a.d. Ii39, by the 
title of master, wardens, brethren, and sisters of the guild 
or ftatemity of the Blessed Mary the Virgin, of the Mystery 
of Drapers in the city of London. Very extensive additional 
privileges were granted by an inspeximus charter, 6 Edward 
IV., and confirmed by others of the 4 and 5 Philip and Mary, 
and 2 of Elizabeth. 

James I., in the 4th year of his reign, granted a new char- 
ter, at the petition of the " Freemen of the Mystery of Dra- 
pers of the city of London," by which he erected the Court 
of Assistants, and wholly re- incorporated the company ; and 
a confirmation of this latter charter, dated 9 James I., is now 
the acting charter of the company. Sec Herbert's Twelve 
JAvfry Companies 0/ London, i. 391. 



Benedick Augustine ; Sir William Drifield, knight ; 
John Oteswich, and his wife, imder a fair monu- 
ment on the south side ; John Churchman, one of 
the sherifls, in the year 1385 ; Richard Naylor, 
tailor, alderman, 1483 ; James Falleron ; John 
Melchbome ; Thomas Hey, and Hellis his wife ; 
William Clitherow, and Margaret his wife ; Olirer 
and William, sons to John WoodrofTe, esquire; 
Hugh Pemberton, tailor, alderman, 1600, and Ka- 
therine his wife ; Matthew Pemberton, merchant- 
tailor, about 1514 : he gave 601. to the repairing of 
St. Lawrence chapel. The aforesaid John Church- 
man, for William and John Oteswich, by license of 
Henry IV., the 6th of his reign, gave the advowson 
or patronage of this church, four messuages, and 
seventeen shops, with the appurtenances in the 
parish of St. Martin's Oteswich, &c, to the master 
and wardens of tailors and linen-armonrers, keepers 
of the guild and fraternity of St. John Baptist in 
London, and to their successors, in perpetual alms, 
to be employed on the poor brethren and sisters ; 
whereupon, adjoining unto the west end of this 
parish church, the said master and wardens built 
about a proper quadrant or squared court, seven 
alms houses, wherein they placed seven alms men 
of that company, and theur wives (if they had 
wives) ; each of these seven of old time had 18(2. 
the week, but now of Uiter time their stipend by the 
said master and wardens hath been augmented to 
the sum of 26*. the quarter, which is 61, 4f. the 
year to each of them, besides coals ; more, to each 
of them 208. the year, by gift of Walter Fiah, some- 
time master of that company, and tailor to her 
majesty. 

Some small distance from thence is the Merchant- 
Tail ors'-hall, pertaining to the guild and frmterai^ 
of St. John Baptist, time out of mind called of tai- 
lors and linen-armourers of London * ; for I find 



* The first charter of the Merchant-Tailors u dated 1st 
Edw. Ill, and is addressed to the " Taylors and I4n«i Ar- 
mourers of the city of London.** It allows them, by the name 
of the Taylors and Linen-armourers of the dty of London^ 
to hold their guild, with its various customs, as they had been 
inunemorially accustomed. This charter was exemplUied 
in the 15th of the same monarch. Richard II., in the I4th 
of his rei^, confirmed his grandfather's granU ; allowed 
them to elect annually fh)m among themselves (bur wardens, 
to hold their annual elections, wear a liveiy, and make or^ 
dinances. In 2 Henry IV. the company received a new 
confirmatory charter, by the name of the ''Sdaaon and 
Fraternity of St. John the Baptist in London ;" and another 
in his 6th year, addressed to the " Scissors of London, and 
Keepers of the Fraternity of St John the Baptist," The 
name monarch, in the 9th of his rej^n, oonilrmed to the war- 
dens all his predecessors' charten, sad incorporated the eom- 
pany with a common seal and extfnsive privil^es, as " The 
fraternity of Taylors and Linen-aimourers of the fhitemlty 
of St. John the Baptist." Henry VI., in his 18th year, 
added to the company's former privileges the right of teaxch 
and correction of abuses throughout the trade, and conHrmcd 
the same privileges in his 31 st year. The whole of the pre- 
ceding charters were fuUy confirmed by letters patent of S 
Edward IV. 

Many of the members of the company being great mer- 
chants, and Henry VII. a member thereof, he for his greater 
honour, by letters patent of the 18th of his reign, a.d. 1503, 
re-incorporated the same by the name of the *' Maater and 
Wardens of the Merchant-Tailors of the fraternity of St. 
John the Baptist, in the city of London," giving them their 
present acting charter ; and which has since received the 
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that Edward I., in the 28th of his reign, confirmed 
this guild by the name of Tailors and Linen-armour- 
ers, and also gave to the brethren thereof authority 
every year at Midsummer to hold a feast, and to 
choose unto them a governor, or manter, with war- 
dens ; whereupon the same year, 1300, on the feast 
day of the nativity of St. John Baptist, they chose 
Henry de Ryall to be their pilgrim for the master 
of this mystery (as one that travelled for the whole 
company was then so called) until the 11th of 
Riehara II. ; and the four wardens were then called 
purveyors of alma (now called quarterage) of the 
said fraternity. This merchant-tailors' hall, some- 
time pertaining to a worshipful gentleman named 
Edmond Creping, (Dominus Creping after some re- 
cord,) he in the year of Christ 1331, the first of 
Edward III., for a certain sum of money to him 
paid, made his grant thereof by the name of his 

Srincipal messui^ in the wards of Comehill and 
rode street, which Sir Oliver Ingham, knight, did 
then hold, to John of Yakley, the king's pavilion 
maker. This was called the new hall, or tailors' 
inn, for a difference from their old hall, which was 
about the back nde of the Red Lion in Basing lane, 
and in the ward of Cordwavner street. 

The 21st of Edward I v., Thomas Holme, aliat 
Gareociaulx king of arms for the south part of 
England, granted by his patents to the said frater- 
nity and guild of St John Baptist, of tailors and 
linen-armourers, to bear in a field silver, a pavilion 
betwe«i two mantels imperial purple garnished 
with gold, in a chief azure and holy Lamb, set 
within a sun, the crest upon the helm, a pavilion 
purple garnished with gold, See. After this King 
Henry VII. being himself a brother of this frater- 
nity or guild of St. John Baptist, of tailors or linen- 
annonrers (as divers other his predecessors kings 
before him had been, to wit, Richard III., Ed- 
ward IV., Henry V., Henry IV., and Richard II.) ; 
and for that divers of that fraternity had, time out 
of mind, been great merchants, and had frequented 
all sorts of merchandises into most parts of the 
world, to the honour of the king's realm, and to the 
great profit of his subjects, and of his progenitors ; 
and the men of the said mystery, during the time 
aforesMd, had exercised the buying and selling of 
all wares and merchandises, specially of woollen 
cloth, as well in gross, as by retail, throughout all 
this realm of England, and chiefly within the said 
city ; therefore he, of Us special grace, did change, 
transfer, and translate the guild aforesaid, and did 
ioeorporate them into the name of the Master and 
Wttdens of the Merchant-tailors of the fraternity of 
St John Baptist, in the city of London. 

Some distance west from this the Merchant- 
tailors' hall is Finke's lane, so called of Robert Finke, 
and Robert Finke his son, James Finke, and Rosa- 
mond Finke. Robert Finke the elder new built the 
parish church of St Bennet, commonly called Fink, 
of the fotmder ; his tenements were both of St. 
Bennet's parish and St. Martin's Oteswich parish. 
The one half of this Finke lane is of Brode street 
ward, to wit, on the west side up to the great and 
principal house wherein the said Finke dwelt ; but 
on the other side, namely the east, not so much 

facoessive confirmation, by intpeximtis, of Henry VIII., Ed- 
ward VI.. Philip and Mary, Elizabeth, and James I.— Her- 
bert's Tw*t9e Livery CompanUt of London, U. 886. 



towards Comhill. Then without this lane in the 
aforesaid Threeneedle street is the said parish 
church of St. Bennet, a proper church, in which 
are these monuments of the dead : — Robert Sim- 
son, and Elizabeth his wife ; Roger Strange, 
esquire ; Trerisso ; William Coolby ; John Frey ; 
Thomas Briar, plumber, 1410, &c. 

Some distance west is the Royal Exchange, 
whereof more shall be spoken in the ward of Com- 
hill, and so down to the little conduit, called the 
pissing conduit, by the Stockes market, and this is 
the south side of Threeneedle street 

On the north side of this street, from overagunst 
the east comer of St. Martin's Oteswich church, 
have ^e divers fair and large houses till ye come to 
the hospital of St Anthonie, sometime a cell to 
St. Anthonie's of Vienna. For I read that King 
Henry III. granted to the brotherhood of St An- 
thonie of Vienna, a place amongst the Jews, which 
was sometime their synagogue, and had been built 
by them about the year 1231 ; but the Christians 
obtained of the king that it should be dedicated to 
our Blessed Lady ; and since a hospital being 
there built, was called St Anthonie's in London ; 
it was founded in the parish of St Bennet Finke, 
for a master, two priests, one schoolmaster, and 
twelve poor men : after which foundation, amongst 
other things, was given to this hospital, one mes- 
suage and giunden, whereon was built the fair large 
free school, and one other parcel of grotmd, con- 
taining thirty-seven feet in length, and eighteen 
feet in breadth, whereon was built the alms houses 
of hard stone and timber, in the reign of Henry VI., 
which said Henry VI., in the 20th of his reign, 
gave unto John Carpenter, D.D., master of St. An- 
thonie's hospital, and to his brethren and their 
successors for ever, his manor of Ponington, with 
the appurtenances, with certain ])ensions and por- 
tions of Milbume, Bumworth, Charlton, and Up 
Wimbome, m the county of Southampton, towards 
the maintenance of five scholars in the university 
of Oxford, to be brought up in the faculty of arts, 
after the rate of ten pence the week for every scho- 
lar, so that the said scholars shall be first instructed 
in the rudiments of grammar at the college of 
Eaton, founded by the said king. 

In the year 1474, Edward IV. mnted to Wil- 
liam Say, B.D., master of the said hospital, to have 
priests, clerks, scholars, poor men, and brethren of 
the same, clerks, or laymen, choristers, proctors, 
messengers, servants in household, and other things 
whatsoever, like as the prior and convent of St 
Anthonie's of Vienna, &c. He also annexed, 
united, and appropriated the said hospital unto the 
collegiate church of St. George in Windsor. 

The proctors of this house were to collect Uie 
benevolence of charitable persons towards the 
buildinff and supporting thereof. And amongst 
other Uiings observed in my youth, I remember 
that the officers charged with oversight of the 
markets in this city, did divers times take from the 
market people, pigs starved, or otherwise unwhole- 
some for man's sustenance ; these they slit in the 
ear. One of the proctors for St Anthonie's tied a 
bell about the neck, and let it feed on the dunghills ; 
no man would hurt or take them up, but if any gave 
to them bread, or other feeding, such would they 
know, watch for, and daily follow, whining till they 
had somewhat given them ; whereupon was raised 
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a proverb, ^ Such an one will follow such an one, 
and whine as it were an Anthonie pig * ;*' but if 
such a pig grew to be fat, and came to good liking 
(as ofttimes they did), then the proctor would take 
him up to the use of the hospital. 

In the year 1499, Sir John Tate, sometime ale- 
brewer, then a mercer, caused his brewhouse, called 
the Swan, near adjoining to the said free chapel, 
college, or hospital of St. Anthonie, to be taken down 
for the enlarging of the church, which was then new 
built, toward the building whereof the said Tate 
gave great sums of money, and finished in the year 
1 501 . Sir John Tate deceased 151 4, and was there 
buried under a fair monument by him prepared. 
Dr. Tayler, master of the rolls, and other f . 

Walter Cluunpion, draper, one of the sheriffs of 
London 1529, was buried there, and gave to the 
headmen twenty pounds. The lands by year of 
this hospital were valued in the 37th year of Henry 
VIII. to be fifty-five pounds six shillings and 
eight pence. 

One Johnson (a schoolmaster of the famous free- 
school there) became a prebend of Windsor, and 
then by little and little followed the spoil of this 
hospital. He first dissolved the choir, conveyed 
the plate and ornaments, then the bells, and lastly 
put out the alms men from their houses, appointing 
them portions of twelve pence the week to caeli 
(but now I hear of no such matter performed), 
their houses with other be letten out for rent, and 
the church is a preaching place for the French 
nation. 

This school was commended in the reign of 
Henry VI., and sithence commended above other, 

* Pigs have long been placed under the protection of St. 
Anthony. 

" The hristled hogges doth Anthonie preserve and cherish 
well," 

sayi Bamabe Googe in The Popish Kingdom, fol. 95. And 
in The World of Wonders is the following epigram upon the 
subject •— 

" Once fed'st thou, Anthony, an herd of swine, 

And now an herd of monkes thou feedest still ; 
For wit and gut alike both charges bin ; 

Both loven filth alike ; both like to fill 
Their greedy paunch alike. Nor was that kind 

More bea&tly, sottish, swinish, than this last, 
All else a^^rees ; one fault I only find — 

ThoH Jetdett not thy monks with oaken mast." 

A very curious illustration of the custom recorded by Stow 
is to be found in Bale's comedy of Thre Lawes, 1538, sign. k. 
Till. 6 ; where Infidelity begii:s his address — 

" Good Christen people, I'm come hyther verelye 
As a true proctour of the howse of S. Antonye." 

And boasts, among other charms, — 

" Lo here is a helle to hange upon your hogge. 
And save your cattel from the bytynge of a dogge.** 

t " This goodly foundation having a tree schoole and almes 
houses for poore men (builded of hard stone) ailjoyning to 
the west end of the church, was of olde time confirmed by 
Henry the Slxt, in the year 1447. The outward work of this 
new church was finished in the year 1501, the said John 
Tate deceased about the year 1514, and was there buried in 
a monument by him prepared, as appeareth by an indenture 
tripartite made between the said John Tate, the Deane of 
Windsor, and William Milboum, charoberlaine." — let edi- 
tion, p. 145. 



but now decayed, and come to nothing, by taking 
that from it what thereunto belonged. 

Next is the parish church of St. Bartholomew, 
at the end of Bartholomew lane. Thomas Pike, 
alderman, with the assistance of Nicholas Yoo, one 
of the sheriffs of London, about the year 1438, new 
built this church. Sir John Fray, knight, was 
buried there, Margery his daughter and heir, wife 
to Sir Jolm Lepington, knight, founded there a 
chantry the 2l8t of Edward IV. Alderban, a Gras- 
coyne, was buried there ; Sir Will. Capel, mayor 
1509, added unto this church a proper chapel on 
the south side thereof, and was buried there ; Sir 
Giles Cappell was also buried there ; James Wil- 
ford, tailor, one of the sheriffs 1499, appointed by 
his testament a doctor of divinity, every Good 
Friday for ever, to preach there a sermon of Christ's 
Passion, from six of the clock till eight before noon, 
in the said church. John Wilford, merchant- 
tailor, alderman, 1544 ; Sir James Wilford, 1550 ; 
Sir George Bame, mayor 1552 ; John Dent ; 
Miles Coverdale, Bishop of £xc^ter ; Thomas 
Dancer, and Anne his wife. 

Then lower down towards the Stocks' market is 
the parish chiorch of St. Christopher, but re-edified 
of new ; for Richard Shore, one of the sheriffs 
1506, gave money towards the building of the 
steeple. There lie buried Richard Sherington, 
1 392, who gave lands to that church ; the Lady 
Margaret Norford, 1406 ; John Clavering, 1421, 
who gave lands thereunto ; John Godnay, draper, 
mayor 1427. This Godnay, in the year 1444, 
wedded the widow of Robert Large, late mayor, 
which widow had taken the mantle and ring *.and the 
vow to live chaste to God during the term of her life, 
for the breach whereof, the marriage done, they were 
troubled by the chureh, and put to penance, both 
he and she. William llampton, mayor 1472, was 
a great benefactor, and glazed some of the church 
windows ; Sir William Martin, mayor 1492 ; Roger 
Achley, mayor 1511, he dwelt in Comehill ward, in 
a house belonging to Cobham college, rented by 
the year at twenty- six shillings and eight pence ; 
Robert Thome, merchant-tailor, a bachelor, 1532 — 
he gave by ins testament in charity more than four 

* It was formerly a common custom for widowa to make 
a vow to observe chastity in honour of their deceased hap* 
bands. The following translation of the ceremonial obaerred 
upon such an occasion, which is given by Fosbrooke In hla 
British Monaehi*m, p. 510, will sufl9ciently explain Stew's 
allusion to the mantle and ring. 

" ISth March, 1393, Lady Blanch, relict of Sir Nicholaa de 
Styvecle, knight, alleging that she was a pariahionerof John 
Lord Bishop of Ely, humbly supplicated the aaid bishop, that 
he would think worthy to accept her vow of chaaflty, and 
from consideration of regard confer upon her the mantle and 
ring, Sec. ; and afterwards the said Lady Blanch, in the cha- 
pel of the manor of Dodyngton, in the diocese of Ely, befi^e 
the high altar, in the presence of the said reverend (kther, 
then and there solemnly celebrating mass, made solemnly 
her vows of chastity, as follows, in these words : — 

" ' I, Blanch, heretofore wife to Sir Nicholaa de Styvede, 
knight, vow to God, and our holy Lady Saint Mary, and all 
saints, in pretence of our Reverend Father in God, John, by 
the grace of God, Bishop of Ely, that I will be chaste from 
henceforth during my life.' 

" And the said reverend father received her vow, and 
solemnly consecrated and put upon the said vowess tte 
mantle and ring in the presence of, &e." " One of the wit- 
nesses," adds Fosbrooke, *' is a notary public." 
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thoiiHuid hnx hoDdTDd and farty-fiTB potinda; 
John NoTTyholme ; Rnlph Batte ; Alice Petvi- 
nll ; Jane Drew ; Wjliiam Boiresbie ; John 
Broke ; Richard Sutlon ; Willioni Balls ; Jamea 
Well ; Henry BcMher, alderman, IS70. 

West tntnt (hia ehurch have je ScaMing alley, of 
old lime oiled Scalding hoiue, or Scaldiag wike, 
because that grrmnd fur the inoHt pari vfas then 
emplojred by poultereia that dwell id the high 
Mreet tmca the Sloeka' marliet to the great con- 
duit. Their poultry, which they Bold at thexr atalla, 
weT« tealded tliere. The street dolh yet bear the 
name of the PoultT)', and the poulIererH are but 
lately departed [rom theuca into other Rreela, as 
into GrB»e street, and the ends of St. NichiiUs 
flesh sbanibles. This Scalding wike is the farthest 
west part of Brode Btreel ward, and is by Ihe 
water c^led Wolbrouk parted from Cheap ward, 
Thb Bmde Mi-ect ward hath an alderman, with 
hia deputy, commoD eoDQcilloni ten, cDnslables 
ten, (cavengera eight, wardcnoCe inquest thirteen, 
and » beadle. It i* taxed to Ihe fineenih b 
London at WTen-and -twenty pounds, and 
in the Exchequer after twenty-tive pami< 



tioth Ihe lidea by the soath end 
ol Finks lone on the right hand, and hj the north 
cad of Birchorera lane ; on Ihe left part of wliich 
luee, lo wit, to the middle of them, is of this 
>an], and so down to theSlockes market; and this 
is (be boiujds- 

Tbe upper or east purt of this ward, and also a 
part of Lime atreei ward, liatli been [aa I said) a 
market place, e«peelally for com, and since for all 
kind of victuolfl, ta is partly uhowed in Lime street 
"ard ; yet it appeareth of record, that in the year 
1522, tbe rippers of Rie and other pUces, sold their 
fresh fish in Leaden hall market upon Comhill, bot 
foreign hulchen were not admitted there to sell 
Scab till the year 1533 ; and it was enacted, that 
butchers should sell * Iheir beef not above a half- 
penny the pound, and mutton a halfpenny half- 



tanhing; which act being devised for the great 
emuDc^ty of the reabn (as it was then thought) 
hath since proved far oliierwiac ; for before tbi 



time a fat ox was sold in London for six-and -twenty 
■hillings and eight pence at the most, a fat wether 
for three killings and four penee, a fat calf the 
like price, a fat lamb for twelve pence, pieces of 
beef weighing two pounds and a half at Ihe least, 
yea three pounds or Wlter, for a penny, on every 
h'llcher's stall in thla city, and of those pieces of 
beef thirteen or fourteen for twelve pence, fat 
□intton for eight pence the quarter, and ono hun- 
dred weight of beef tor four shillings and eight 
pence, at the deanst. What the price is now 1 
a«d not lo aet down ; manymen thought the same 
act to rise in price, by mean that graziers knew or 
(uppoaed what weight every their bt'osls contained, 
and ao laising their price tliereafter, the butcher 

• - TbrirbnT KidiniHtDii bj Height. (oi.II."— 1.1 «fIUo., 



could be no gainer, but by likewise raising his 
price '. The numb^ of butchers Chen in Ihe city 
and suburbs was accounted six score, of which 
every one killed six oxen a piece weekly, which is 
in forty-six weeks tliirty-three thousand one hun- 
dred and twenty oxen, or seven hundred and 
twenty oxen weekly. The foreign butchers for a 
long time stood in the high street of Lime street 
ward on the north side, twice every week, namely, 
Wednesday and Saturday, and were some gain to 
the tenants before whose doors they slood, and 

but that advanlago being espied, they were taken 
into Leaden hall, there to pay for their standing lo 
the chamber of London. Thus much for the mar- 
ket upon Comhill. 

The chief onuuuenCs in Comhill ward arc these : 
first, at the east end thereof, in the middle of the 
high street, and at the parting of four ways, have 
ye a water standard, placed in the year 16R2, in 
manner foUowuig. A certain German, named Peter 
Morris, having made an artiRdal forcier for ihat 
purpose, conveyed Thaioea water in pipes of lead 
over the steeple of St. Magnus church, at the north 
end of London bridge, and from thence into divera 
men's hoosen tn Thames street. New Fish street, 
and Grasse street, up lo the north-west comer of 
Leaden hall, the highest puund of all the city, 
where the waste of the mam pipe rrsing into this 
standard, provided at the chaises of the city, with 
four spouts did at every tide run (according to 

modityofthc uihabitanu near ailjoluing in their 
houses, and abio cleansed the clisunela of the 
street towards Bishopgale, Aldgate, the bridge, 
and the Stockes' market. But now no such 
matter, through whose default I know not f . 

Then have ye a fair conduit of sweet vialer, cas- 
tellated in the middest of that ward and street. 
This conduit was first boilt of sbme in the year 
1282, by Henry Wallea, mayor of London, lo be 
a priAon for night-walkers, and other au°piciiiUB 
persons, and was called the Tun upon Comehill, 
because the same was built somewhat in fashion 
of a tun standing on the one end. 

To this prison the night watches of this city 
committed not only night walkers, but also other 
persons, as noil spiritual aa temporal, whom they 
suspected of incontinence, and punished them ac- 
cording lo Ihe cusloms of this city ; but complaint 
thereof being made, about the year of Christ 1297, 
King Edward 1. writcth to his cilieena thus :— 

■' Edward, by the grace of God, &c. Whereas 
Richard Gmvesend, bishop of London, hath showed 
unto us, that by Ihe Great Charter of England, the 
Church hath a privilege, that no clerk shonid be 
imprisoned by a lay man without our command- 
TDcnt, and breach of peace, which notwithstanding, 
some citizens of London, npon mere spite, do enler 
in (heir watebes into clerks' chambers, and like 
felons carry tliom to the Tun, which Henry le 
Walleye, sometime mayor, built for n>i;ht walkers ; 
wherefore we will that this our commandment be 



72 



Cornbill ward. 

llie Tun upon CornhlU. 

Puuiihment of prietU. 



STOWS SURVEY 



CorahUl waM. 

The Tun made a oonduit. 

Cage and pillory on CornhiU. 



proclMmed in full husUngs, and that no watch 
hereafter enter into any clerk's chamber, under the 
forfeit of twenty pounds. Dated at Carlisle the 
18th of March, the 25th of our reign." 

More, I read that about the year of Christ 1299, 
the 27th of Edward 1., certain principal citizens of 
London, to wit, T. Romane, Richaiil Gloucester, 
Nicholas Faringdon, Adam Helingburie, T. Saly, 
Johu Dunstable, Richard Ashwy, John Wade, and 
William Stortford, brake up thiifprison called the 
Tun, and took out certain pxisoners, for which they 
were sharply punished by long imprisonment and 
great fines. It cost the citizens (as some have 
written) more than twenty thousand marks, which 
they were amerced in, before William le March, 
treasurer of the king's exchequer, to purchase the 
king's favour, and confirmati<m of thcii* liberties. 

Also, that in the year 1383, the 7th of Richard 
II., the citizens of London, taking upon them the 
rights that belonged to their bishops, first impri- 
soned such women as were taken in fornication or 
adultery in the said Tun, and after bringing them 
forth to the sight of the world, they caused their 
heads to be shaven, after the manner of thieves, 
whom they named appellators, and so to be led 
about the city, in sight of all the inhabitants, with 
trumpets and pipes sounding before them, that 
their persons might be the more largely known. 
Neither did they spare such kind of men a whit the 
more, but used them as hardly, saying, they abhor- 
red not only the negligence of their prelates, but 
also detested their avarice, that studying for money, 
omitted the pimishment limited by law, and per- 
mitted those that were found guilty to live favour- 
ably in their sin. Wherefore, they would them- 
selves, they said, purge their city from such filthi- 
ness, lest, through God's vengeance, either the 
pestilence or sword should happen to them, or that 
the earth should swallow them. 

Last of all to be ndted, I read in the charge of 
the wardmote inquest in every ward of the city, 
these words : — *' If there be any priest in service 
within the ward, which before time hath been set 
in the Tun in Comhill for his dishonesty, and hath 
forsworn the city, all such shall be presented." 

Thus much for the Tun in CornhiU have I read. 
Now for tlie punishment of priests in my youth : 
one note and no more. John Atwod, draper, 
dwelling in the parish of St. Michael upon Come- 
hill, directly against the church, having a proper 
woman to his wife, such an one as seemed the 
holiest among a thousand, had also a lusty chantry 
priest, of the said parish church, repairing to his 
bouse ; with the which priest the said Atwod would 
sometimes after supper play a game at tables for a 
pint of ale : it chanced on a time, having haste of 
work, and his game proving long, he leu his wife 
to play it out, and went down to his shop, but 
returning to fetch a pressing iron, he found such 
play to his misliking, that he forced the priest to 
leap out at a window over the penthouse into the 
street, and so to run to his lodging in the church- 
yard. Atwod and his wife were soon reconciled, so 
that he would not suffer her to be called in ques- 
tion ; but the priest being apprehended and com- 
mitted, I saw his punishment to be thus : — He was 
on three market days conveyed through the high 
street and markets of the city with a paper on 
his bead, wherein was written his trespass. The 



first day he rode in a carry, the seoond on a home, 
his face to the horse tail, the third led betwixt 
twain, and every day rung with basons, and procla- 
mations made of his fact at every taming of the 
street, as also before John Atwoil's stall, and the 
church door of his service, where he lost his chan- 
try of twenty noblee the year^ and was banished 
the city for ever. 

By the west side of the foresaid prison, then 
called the Tun, was a fair well of sprins water, 
curbed round with hard stone ; but in &e year 
1401, the said prison house, called the Tan, was 
made a cbtem for sweet water, conveyed by pipes 
of lead from Tibome, and was from thenceforth 
called the Conduit upon Comhill. Then was the 
well planked over, and a strong prison made of 
timber called a cage, with a pair of stocks therein 
set upon it, and this was for night walkers. On 
the top of which cage was placed a pillory *, for the 
punishment of bakers offending in the assize of 
bread, for millers stealing of com at the mill, for 
bawds, scolds, and other offenders. As in the year 
1468, the 7th of Edward IV., divers persons being 
common jurors, such as at assizes were forsworn 
for rewards, or favour of parties, were judged to 
ride from Newgate to the pillory in Comhill, with 
mitres of paper on their heads, there to stand, and 
from thence again to Newgate, and this judgment 
was given by the mayor of London. In the year 
1509, the 1st of Henry VIII., Darby, Smith, and 
Simson, ringleaders of false inquests in London, 
rode about we city with their faces to the hone 
tails, and papers on their heads, and were set on 
the pillory in Comhill, and after broazht again to 
Newgate, where tliey died for very uiame, saith 
Robert Fabian. A rinf;leader of inquests f, as I 
take it, is he that making a gainful occnpatioii 
thereof, will appear on Nisi-priuses,or he be warned, 
or procure himself to be warned, to come on by a 
tales. He will also procure himself to be foreman 
when he can, and take upon him to overmle the 
rest to his opinion ; such an one shall be labonred 
by plaintiffs and defendants, not without promise of 
rewards, and therefore to be suspected of a bad 
conscience. I would wish a more careful choice of 
jurors to be had ; for I have known a man carted, 
rung with basons, and banished oat of Bishopesate 
ward, and afterward in Aldgate ward admitted to 
be a constable, a grand juryman, and foreman of 
the wardmote inquest : what I know of the like, or 
worse men, proffered to the like offices, I forbear 
to write, but wish to be reformed. 

The foresaid conduit upon CornhiU, was in the 
year 1475 enlarged by Robert Drope, draper, 
mayor, that then dwelt in that ward ; he inereased 
the cistern of this conduit with an east end of 
stone, and castellated in comely manner. 

* The pillory described by Stow waa probably intended to 
' accommodate/ as Ancient Pistol terms it, more than one 
criminal at a time. In Donee's lUuttratiout ofSkakaptrtf 
i. 146— H9, will be seen several engravings fton early 
drawings of pillories placed on the tops of cages or prisons, 
and having iron circles or eareantt with holes for reoelving 
the bands and necks of several persons at the sasM time. 

t " Ringleaders of inquests will proffer their aerTiee, sod 
bend every way for gain. Careful dioice of Jiunrs ia to be 
had ; a man detected, and that had swora foolishly against 
his brother, is not to be admitted a common Juror; neither 
butcher nor surgeon is to be admitted." — Stow. 
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In the year 1546, Sir Martin Bowes, mayor, 
dwelling in Lombard street, and having his back 
gate openinff into ComehiU against the said con- 
duit, minded to have enlarged the cistern thereof 
with a west end, like as Robert Drope before had 
d<Mie towards the east ; view and measure of the 
pkiC was taken for this work ; but the pillory 
and cage being removed, they found the gromid 
planked, and the well aforesaid worn out of memory, 
which well they revived and restored to use—it is 
since made a pump ; they set the pillory somewhat 
west from the well ; and so this work ceased. 

On the north side of the street, from the east 
onto the west, have ye divers fair houses for mer- 
chants and other, amongst the which one large 
bouse is called the Wey house, where merchandises 
brought from beyond the seas are to be weighed at 
the ]ung*8 beam. This house hath a master, and 
under him four master porters, with porters under 
them : they have a strone cart, and four great 
horses, to draw and carry the wares from the mer- 
chants' houses to the beam and back again. Sir 
Thomas Lovell, knight, built this house, with a fair 
front of tenements towards the street ; all which 
he gave to the Grocers of London, himself being 
free of the city, and a brother of that company. 

Then have ye the said Finke*s lane, the south 
end of which lane on both sides is in Comehill ward. 

Then next is the Royal Exchange, erected in the 
year 1666, after this order, namely, certain houses 
upon Comehill, and the like upon the back thereof, 
in the ward of Brode street, with three alleys, the 
first ealled Swan alley, opening into Comehill, the 
second New alley, passing throughout of Comehill 
into Brode street ward, over against St. Bartholo- 
mew lane, the third St. Christopher's alley, opening 
into Brode street ward, and into St. Christopher's 
parish, containing in all fourscore households, were 
first purchased by the citizens of London, for more 
than three thousand five hundred and thirty-two 
pounds, and were sold for four hundred and 
seventy-eight pounds, to such persons as should 
take them down and carry them thence ; also the 
ground or plot was made plain at the charges of 
Uie city ; and then possession thereof was by cer- 
tain aldermen, in name of the whole citizens, given 
to Sir Thomas Gresham, knight, agent to the 
queen's highness, thereupon to build a burse, or 
place for merchants to assemble, at his own proper 
charges. And he, on the 7th of June, laying (he 
first stone of the foundation, being brick, accom- 
panied with some aldermen, every of them laid a 
piece of gold, which the workmen took up, and 
forthwith followed upon the same with such dili- 
gence, that by the month of November, in the year 
1567» the same was covered with slate, and shortly 
after fully finished. 

In the year 1570, on the 23d of January, the 
queen's majesty, attended with her nobility, came 
from her house at the Strand, called Somerset 
house, and entered the city by Temple Bar, through 
Fleet street, Cheape, and so by the north side of 
the borse, through Threeneedle street, to Sir 
Thomas Gresham's in Bishopsgate street, where she 
dined. After dinner her majesty returning through 
Cwnehill, entered the burse on the south side ; 
sod after that she had viewed every part thereof 
above the ground, specially the pawn *, which was 

• Mr. Saunden, in a paper entitled " The Royal Exchange 



richly furnished with all sorts of the finest wares 
in the city, she caused the same burse by an 
herald and trumpet to be proclaimed the Koyal 
Exchange, and so to be called from thenceforth, 
and not otherwise. 

Next adjoining to this Royal Exchange remain- 
eth one part of a large stone house, and is now 
called the Castle of such a sign ; at a tavern door 
there is a passage through out of Comehill into 
Threeneedle street ; the other part of the said 
stone house was taken down for enlarging the 
Royal Exchange : this stone house was said of 
some to have been a church, whereof it had no 
proportion, of others a Jew's house, as though 
none but Jews had dwelt in stone houses ; but 
that opinion is without warrant, for besides the 
strong building of stone houses against the invasion 
of thieves in the night, when no watches were 
kept, in the Ist year of Richard I., to prevent 
the casualties of fire, which often had happened in 
the city, when the houses were built of timber, and 
covered with reed or straw, Henry Fitz Ale wine 
being mavor, it was decreed, that from henceforth 
no man should build within the city but of stone, 
until a certain height, and to cover the same building 
with slate or burnt tile ; and this was the very 
cause of such stone buildings, whereof many have 
remained till our time, that for winning of ground 
they have been taken down, and in place of some 
one of them being low, as but two stories above the 
ground, many houses of four or five stories high are 
placed. From this stone house down to the Stocks 
are divers large houses, especially for height, for 
merchants and artificers. 

On the south side of this high street is the parish 
church of St. Peter upon Comehill, which seemeth 
to be of an ancient building, but not so ancient as 
fame reporteth, for it hath been lately repaired, 
if not all new built, except ij;ke steeple, which is 
ancient The roof of this church, and glazing, were 
finished in the reign of Edward IV., as appeareth 
by arms of noblemen and aldermen of London then 
living. There remaineth in this church a table 
whereon it is written, I know not by what autho- 
rity, but of a late hand, that Kine Lucius founded 
the same church to be an archbishop's see metro- 
politan f, and chief church of his kingdom, and that 
it so endured the space of four hundred years, unto 
the coming of Augustin the monk. 

Joceline of Fumeas writeth, that Thean, the first 
archbishop of London, in the reign of Lucius, built 
the said church by the aid of Ciran, chief butler to 
King Lucius ; and also that Eluanus, the second 
archbishop, built a library to the same adjoining, 
and converted many of the Druids, learned men in 
the Pagan law, to Christianity. True it is, that a 
library there was pertaining to this parish church 

and it« Founder," printed in Knight*i London, (ii. p. 281, et 
seq.) and containing a brief hiitory of thii " glory of the 
merchants," supposf a the word pawne, by which the bazaar 
part of the Exchange was designated, to be a corrupted form 
of bahn, the German word for a path or walk. Probably we 
derived it more directly from Holland. In the Dutch lan- 
guage baan is a pathway. The reader who woold be fUIly 
acquainted with the history of the Royal Exchange, and of 
the merchant prince hf whom it was founded, should con- 
sult that valuable work. Tk* Life and Time$ »/ Sir Thomai 
GrethaMy by John William Burgon, Esq. 

t " Archbishops of London hard to be proved, and there- 
fore not be afllrmed.'*— ^5'ow. 
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of old time, built of stone, and of late repaired with 
brick by the executors of Sir John Crosby, alder- 
man, as his arms on the south end doth witness. 

This library hath been of late time, to wit, 
within these fifty years, well furnished of books ; 
John Leyland viewed and commended them ; but 
now those books be gone, and the place is occupied 
by a schoolmaster and his usher, over a number of 
scholars learning their grammar rules, &c. Not- 
withstanding, before that time a grammar school 
had been kept in this parish, as appeareth in the 
year 1425, 1 read, that John Whitby was rector, 
and John Steward schoolmaster there ; and in the 
25th of Henry VI., it was enacted by parliament, 
that four grammar schools in London should be 
maintained, namely, in the parishes of Allhallows. 
in Thames street, St. Andrew in Oldboume, St. 
Peter's upon Comehill, and St. Thomas of Acars. 

Monuments of the dead in this church defaced : 
I read, that Hugh Waltham, Nicholas Pricot, 
mercer, alderman, Richard Brlajihali, 1503 ; Wil- 
liam Kingston, fishmonger, gave his tenements 
called the Horse mill in Grasse street to this 
church, and was there buried about the year ) 298 ; 
John Unisbrugh, poulterer, 1410 ; John Law. 
Also Peter Mason, tailor, gave to this church seven 
pounds sterling yearly for ever, out of his tenements 
in Colechurch parish, and deceased about the year 
1416. John Foxton founded a chantry there. A 
brotherhood of St Peter was in this church esta- 
blished by Henry IV., the 4th of his reign. Wil- 
liam Brampton and William Askham, fishmongers 
and aldermen, were chief procurers thereof, for the 
fishmongers of late buried there ; Sir William Bow- 
yer, mayor 1543 ; Sir Henry Huberthom, mayor 
1546 ; Sir Christopher Morice, master-gunner of 
England to King Henry VIII. ; Edward Elrington, 
esquire, chief-butler to Edward VI. ; Thonuis 
Gajrdener, grocer ; and Justice Smith, and other. 

Then have ye the parish church of St. Michael 
th' Archangel ; for the antiquity whereof I find that 
Alnothus the priest g^ve it to the abbot and con- 
vent of Covesham, Reynold abbot, and the convent 
there did grant the same to Sperling the priest, in 
all measures as he and his predecessors before had 
held it ; to the which Sperling also they granted all 
their lands which they there had, except certain 
lands which Orgar le Prowde had held of them, and 
paid two shillings yearly ; for the which grant the 
said Sperling should yearly pay one mark of rent 
to the said abbot of Covesham, and find him and 
his lodging, salt, water, and fire, when he came to 
London. This was granted 1133, about the 34th 
of Henry I. Thus much for antiquity ; of later 
time I find, that Elizabeth Peake, widow, gave the 
patronage or gift of this benefice to the Drapers in 
London ; she lieth buried in the belfry, 1518 : her 
monument yet remaineth. 

This hath been a fair and beautiful church, but 
of late years, since the surrender of their lands to 
Edward VI., greatly blemished by the building of 
lower tenements on the north side thereof towards 
the high street, in place of a green church yard, 
whereby the church is darkened, and other ways 
annoyed. The fair new steeple, or bell tower of 
this church, was begun to be buUt in the year 1421, 
which being finished, and a fair ring of five bells 
therein placed, a sixth bell * was added, and given 

* " This was accounted the best ring of six belles, to bee 



by John Whitwell, Isabel his wife, and William 
Rus, alderman, and goldsmith, about the year 1430, 
which bell, named ^ Rus,*' nightly at eight of the 
clock, and otherwise for knells, and in peals, rang 
by one man, for the space of one hundred and six^ 
vears, of late overhauled by four or five at once, 
hath been thrice broken, and new cast within the 
space of ten years, to Uie charges of that parish 
more than one hundred marks. 

And here a note of this steeple : as I have oft 
heard my father report, upon St. James' night, 
certain men in the loft next under the bells, ringins 
of a peal, a tempest of lightning and thunder did 
arise, an ugly shapen sight f appeared to them, 
coming in at the south window, and lighted on the 
north, for fear whereof they all fell down, and lay 
as dead for the time, letting the bells ring and 
cease of their own accord ; when the ringers came 
to themselves, they found certain stones of the 
north window to be razed and scratched, as if they 
had been so much butter, printed with a lion^s 
claw ; the same stones were fastened there again, 
and so remain till this day. I have seen them oft, 
and have put a feather or small stick into the holes 
where the claws had entered three or four inches 
deep. At the same time certain main timber poets 
at Queene Hith were scratched and deft from the 
top to the bottom ; and the pulpit eroes in Powle's 
churchyard was likewise scratched, deft, and over- 
turned. One of the ringers lived in my youth, 
whom I have oft heard to verify the same to be 
true. 

But to return. William Rus was a spedal 
benefactor to this church ; his arms yet remain in 
the windows. William Comerton, Symon Smith, 
Walter Belingham, were buried there, and founded 
chantries there ; John Grace, 1439 ; Robert 
Drope, mayor, buried on the north side of the 
choir, under a fair tomb of grey marble^ 1485, he 
gave to poor maids' marriages of that parish twenty 
pounds, to poor of that wara ten pounds, shirts and 
smocks three hundred, and gowns of broad doth 
one hundred, &c. | Jane his wife, matching with 
Edward Gray, Viscount Lisle, was buried by her 
first husband, 1500 ; she gave ninety pounds in 
money to the beautifying of that church, and her 
great messuage, with the appurtenance, which was 
by her executors, W. Caple and other, IdlJ* the 
9th of Henry VIII., assured to John Wardroper, 
parson, T. Clearke, W. Dixson, and John Murdon, 
wardens of the said church, and thdr snccessors 
for ever, they to keep yearly for her an obite, or 
anniversary, to be spent on the poor, and other- 
wise, in all three pounds, the rest of the profits to 
be employed in reparation of the church. In the 
34th year of Henry VIII., Edward Stenhan, par- 
son, i, Spencer, P. Guntar,and G. Groucn, diurch- 
wardens, granted to T. Lodge a lease for sixty 

rung by six men, that was in England, ftnr harmooye, tweet- 
ness of sound, and tune/'— ^fow. 

t It is quite clear from the tone in wldch Stow apeaka of 
this <* ugly shapen sight," and the marks ** printed with a 
lion's claw," that he suspected this instance of the power ni 
the electric fluid to be nothing less than a visitation tnm the 
foul fiend himself. Franklin, though no exorcist, has proved 
himself a great layer of such spirits. 

X " To the poor at his burial sixteen pound, to prisons, 
hospitals, and lazar houses, liberally ; he idso gave his house 
in Comehill to be sold, and the price theredf to be spent on 
' the amendment of highways." — Isl editiout p. 153. 
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yean of the said great mettoage, with the apparte> 
nance, which were called the Lady Lisle's lands, 
for the rent of eight pounds thirteen shillings and 
four pence the year. The parishioners since gave 
it up as chantry land, and wronzed themselves. 
Also the said Robert Drope, and Lady Lisle, not- 
I withstanding their liberality to that church and 
parish, their tomb is pulled down, no monument 
renudneth of them. Peter Hawton, late alderman,' 
is laid in their vault, 1596. Robert Fabian, alder- 
man, that wrote and published a Chronicle of 
England and of France, was buried there 1511, 
with this epitaph : — 

** Like as the day his coarse doth consume, 
And the new morrow springeth sgaine asfkst, 
80 man and woman, by Nature's custome. 
This life to pass, at last in earth are east, 
In Joy and sorrow, which here their time do wast. 
Never in one state, but in course transitory. 
So foil of change is of this world the glory.'- 

His monnmeni is gone. Richard Gamam, 1527, 
buried there ; Edmond Trindle and Robert Smith* ; 
William Dickson and Margaret his wife f, buried 
in the cloister under a fair tomb now defaced ; 
Thomas Stow, my grandfather, about the year 
1626, and Thomas Stow, my father, 1559 ; John 
Tolas, alderman, 1648, he gave to John Willowby, 
parson of that church, to Thomas Lodge, G. Hind, 
r. Boide, churchwardens, and to their successors, 
towards the reparaUon of that church, and relief 
of the poor for ever, his tenement with the ap- 
purtenances in the parish of St. Michael, which 
he had lately purchased of Alvery Randalph, of 
Badlesmeere in Kent ; but the parish never had 
the gift, nor heard thereof by the space of forty 
years after ; such was the conscience of 6. Bame 
and other the executors, to conceal it to them- 
adves ; and such is the negligence of the parish- 
ionen, that being informed thereof, make no claim 
thereunto. Phitip Gonter, that was alderman 
fco* a time, and gave four hundred pounds to 
be discharged thereof, was buried in the cloister 
about the year 1582, and Anne his wife, &c. 
Thomas Houghton, father to the said Peter Hough- 
ton, Francis Beneson, and William Towersan. 

This parish church hath on the south side thereof 
a proper cloister, and a fair church yard, with 
a pulpit cross, not much unlike to that in Panic's 
church yard. Sir John Rudstone, mayor, caused 
the same pulpit cross in his lifetime to be built, 
the church yard to be enlarged by groimd pur- 
chased of the next parish, and also proper houses 
to be raised for lodging of choir men,such as at that 
tone were assistants to divine service, then daily 
song by note in that church. The said John Rud- 
itone deceased 1531, and was buried in a vault 
imder the pulpit cross ; he appointed sermons to 
be preached there, not now performed ; his tomb 
before the pulpit cross is taken thence, with the 
tomb of Richard Yaxley, Doctor of Physic to King 
Henry VIII. and other. The choir of that church 
dissolved, the lodgings of choir men were by the 
grave lathers of that time charitablv appointed for 
receipt of ancient decayed parishioners, namely, 
widows, such as were not able to bear the charge 
of greater rents abroad, which blessed work of 
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harbouring the harbourless is promised to be re- 
warded in the kingdom of heaven. 

Then have ye Birchover lane, so called of Birch- 
over, the first builder and owner thereof, now cor- 
ruptly called Birchin lane, the north haUT whereof 
is of the said Comehill ward ; the other part is of 
Langbome ward. 

This lane, and the high street near adjoinmg, 
hath been inhabited for the most part with wealthy 
drapers, from Birchover's lane, on that side the 
street down to the stocks, in the reign of Henry 
VI., had ye for the most part dwelling Fripperersor 
Upholders, that sold old apparel and household 
stuff. 

I have read of a countryman, that then having 
lost his hood in Westminster hall, found the same 
in Comehill hanged out to be sold, which he chal- 
len^d, but was forced to buy, or go without it, for 
their stall, they said, was their market. At that 
time also the wine drawer of the Pope's head 
tavern (standing without the door in the high street) 
took the same man by the sleeve, and said, " Sir, 
will you drink a pmt of wine!" whereimto he 
answered, " A penny spend I may ;" and so drank 
his pint, for br^ nothing did he pay, for that was 
allowed free *. 

This Pope's head tavern, with other houses 
adjoining, strongly built of stone, hath of old time 
been all in one, pertaining to some great estate, or 
rather to the king of this realm, as may be sup- 
posed both by the largeness thereof, and by the 
arms, to wit, three leopuds passant, gardant, which 
were the whole arms of England before the reign 
of Edward III., that quartered them with the 
arms of France, three fleur-de-lis. 

These arms of England, supported between two 
angels, are fair and largelv graven in stone on the 
fore fix>nt towards the high street, over the door or 
stall of one great house, lately for many years pos- 
sessed by Mr. Philip Gunter. The Pope's head 
tavern is on the back part thereof towards the 
south, as also one other house called the stone house 
in Lombard street. Some say this was King John's 
house, which might so be ; for I find in a written 
copy of Matthew Paris' History, that in the year 
1232, Henry III. sent Hubert de Burgh, Earl of 
Ken^ to Comehill in London, there to answer all 
matters objected arainst him, where he wisely 
acquitted himself. The Pope's head tavem hath 
a footway through from Comehill into Lombard 
street. And down lower on the high street of 
Comehill, is there one other way through by the 
Cardinal's hat tavem into Lombard street. And 
so let this suffice for Comhill ward. In which be 
governors : — an alderman, his deputy, common 
councillors four or six, constables four, scavengers 
four, wardmote inquest sixteen, and a beadle. It 
is charged to the fifteen at sixteen pounds. 

LANOBORNE WARD, AND FENNIE ABOUT. 

Lanoborne ward, so called of a long bourne of sweet 
water, which of old time breaking out into Fench urch 
street, ran down the same street and Lombard 
street to the west end of St. Mary Woolnoth's 
church, where turning south, and breaking into 
small shares, rills, or streams, it left the name of 
Share borne hme, or South borne lane (as I have 

* " Wine one pint for a pennie, and bread to drink it was 
given free in every ta»ern." — Stow. 
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read), because it ran south to the river of Thames. 
This ward beginneth at the wrat end of Aldgate 
ward in Fenne church street, by the Ironmongers* 
hall, which is on the north side of that street, at a 
place called Culver alley, where sometime was a 
lane, through the which men went into Lime street, 
but that being lone since stopped up for suspicion 
of thieves that lurked there by night, as is shown 
in Lime street ward, there is now this said alley, a 
tennis-court, &c. 

Fenne church street took that name of a fenny 
or moorish ground, so made by means of this borne 
which passed through it, and therefore until this 
day in the Guildhall of this city, that ward is called 
by the name of Langbome and Fennie about, and 
not otherwise ; yet others be of opinion that it took 
that name of FoRnutHy that is, hay sold there, as 
Grasse street took the name of grass, or herbs, there 
sold. 

In the midst of this street standeth a small pa- 
rish church called St. Gabriel Fen church, cor- 
ruptly Fan church. 

Helming Legget, esquire, by license of Edward 
IIL, in the 49th of his reign, gave one tenement, 
with a curtelage thereto belongmg, and a garden, 
with an entry thereto leading, unto Sir John Ha- 
riot, parson of Fenchurch, and to his successors for 
ever ; the house to be a parsonage-house, the gar- 
den to be a church-yard, or burying-place for the 
parish. 

Then have ye Lombard street, so called of the 
Longobards, and other merchants, strangers of di- 
vers nations assembling there twice every day, of 
what original or continuance I have not read of 
record *, more than that Edward IL, in the 12th 
of his reign, confirmed a messuage, sometime be- 
longing to Robert Turke, abuttmg on Lombard 
street toward the south, and toward Comehill on 
the north, for the merchants of Florence, which 
proveth that street to have had the name of Lom- 
bard street before the reign of Edward II. The 
meeting of which merchants and others there con- 
tinued until the 22nd of December, in the year 
1568 ; on the which day the said merchants began 
to make their meetings at the burse, a place then 
new built for that purpose in the ward of ComhiU, 
and was since by her majesty, Queen Elizabeth, 
named the Royal Exchange. 

On the north side of this ward is Lime street, 
one half whereof on both the sides is of this Lang- 
bome ward, and therein on the west side is the 
Pewterers' hall, which company were admitted to 
be a brotherhood in the 13th of Edward IV. 

At the south-west comer of Lime street standeth 
a fair parish church of St. Dionys called Backe 
church, lately new built in the reign of Henry VI. 
John Bugge, esquire, was a great benefactor to 
that work, as appeareth by his arms, three water 
budgets, and hiis crest, a Morian's head, graven in 
the stone-work of the choir, the upper end on the 

* The reader is referred to the Archaologia^ xxvlil. p. 207 
#< M9 , for a very interesting paper by Edward A. Bond, Esq., 
containing " Extracts from the Liberate Rolls, relative to 
Loans supplied by Italian Merchants to the Kinfcs of Eng- 
land in the 13th and 14th centuries ;" Mrith an introductory 
Memoir, in which is contained much valuable information 
on the subject of the influence which these Lombard mer- 
chants exercised, not only over the commercial, but over the 
financial affairs of this country. 



north side, where he was buried. Also John Darby, 
alderman, added thereunto a fur aisle, or chapel, 
on the south side, and was there buried about the 
year 1466. He gave (besides sundry omameiitB) 
his dwelling-house and others unto the said dioreh. 
The Lady Wich, widow to Hugh Wich, sometime 
mayor of London, was there buried, and gave lands 
for sermons, &c. John Master, gentleman, was by 
his children buried there 1444 ; Thomas Britaine ; 
Henry Travers, of Maidstone, in Kent, merchant, 
1501 ; John Bond, about 1504 ; Robert Paget, 
merchant-tailor, one of the sheriffs, 1536 ; Sir Tho- 
mas Curteis, pewterer, then fishmonger, mayor, 
1557 ; Sir James Harvie, ironmonger, mayor, IMl ; 
William Peterson, esquire ; William Sherington ; 
Sir Edward Osborne, clothworker, mayor, &.c. 

Then by the four comers (so called of Fenchurch 
street in the east. Bridge street on the south, 
Grasse street on the north, and Lombard street on 
the west), in Lombard street is one lair pariah 
church called Allhallows Grasse church, in Lom- 
bard street ; I do so read it in evidences of record, 
for that the grass market went down that way, 
when that street was far broader than now it li^ 
being straitened by incroachments. 

This church was lately new built. John Warner, 
armourer, and then grocer, sheriff 1404, built the 
south aisle ; his son, Robert Warner, esquire, 
finished it in the year 1516. The pewterers were 
benefactors towards the north aisle, &c. The stee- 
ple, or bell tower, thereof was finished in the year 
1544, about the 36th of Henry VIII. The fiur 
stone porch of this church was brought firom the 
late dissolved priory of St John of Jerusalem by 
Smithfield, so was the frame for their bells, but 
the bells being bought, were never brought thither, 
by reason that one old Warner, draper, of that pa- 
rish deceasing, his son Marice Warner would not 
perform what his father had begun, and appointed, 
so that fEur steeple hath but one bell, as fnars were 
wont to use. The monuments of this church be 
these. The said Warners, and John Walden, dra- 
per. 

Next is a common hostelry for travellers, caDed 
the George, of such a sign. This is said to have 
pertained to the Earl Ferrers, and was his London 
lodging in Lombard street, and that in the year 
1175, a brother of the said earl, being there privily 
slain in the night, was there thrown down into the 
dirty street, as I have afore shown in the chapter 
of night watches. 

Next to this is the parish church of St. Edmond, 
the king and martyr, in Lombard street, by the 
south comer of Birchover lane. This church is 
also called St. Edmond Grasse church, because the 
said grass market came down so low. The monu- 
ments in this church are these : Sir John Milbome, 
draper, mayor, deceased, 1535, buried there by 
Dame Joan and Dame Margaret his wives, under 
a tomb of touch ; Hiunfrey Heyford, goldsmith, 
mayor 1477 ; Sir William Chester, draper, mayor 
1560, with his wives, amongst his predecessors ; 
Sir George Bame, mayor 1586 ; Matilde at Vine 
founded a chantry there, &c. 

From this church down Lombard-street, by 
Birchover's lane (the one half of which lane is of 
this ward), and so down, be divers fair houses, 
namely, one with a very fair fore front towards the 
street, built by Sir Martin Bowes, goldsmith, since 
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iiiftyor of London, and then one other, sometime 
belonging to William de la Pole, knight banneret, 
and yet Uie king's merchant *, in the Ufch of Ed- 
ward III., and after him to Michael de la Pole, Earl 
of SuflPolk, in the 14th of Richard II., and was his 
merchant's house, and so down towards the Stocks 
market, lacking but some three houses thereof. 

The south side of this ward beginneth in the 
east, aft the chain to be drawn athwart Mart lane 
up into Fenchurch street, and so west by the north 
end of Minehen lane to St. Margaret Patten's 
street, or Boode lane, and down that street to the 
midwaj towards St. Margaret's church ; then by 
Philpot lane (so called of Sir John Philpot that 
dwelt there, and was owner thereof), and down that 
lane some six or eight houses on each side, is all of 
this ward. 

Then by Ghrasse church comer into Lombard 
street to St. Clement's lane, and down the same to 
St Clement's church ; then down St. Nicholas lane, 
and down the same to St. Nicholas church, and Uie 
same cfanreh is of this ward. Then to Abchurch 
chnreh lane, and down some small portion thereof ; 
then down Sherborne lane, a part thereof, and a 
part of Bearebinder lane, be of Uiis ward ; and then 
down Lombard street to the sign of the Angel, al- 
most to the comer over against the Stocks market. 

On the south side of tl& ward, somewhat within 
Mart lane, hare you the parish church of Allhal- 
lowB, conunonly called Stan^ church (as may be 
iupposed), for a difference from other churches of 
that name in this city, which of old time were built 
of timber, and since were built of stone. In this 
drareh have been dirers fair monuments of the 
dead, namely, of John Costin, girdler, a great be- 
nefiuTtor : he deceased 1244. His name remaineth 
painted in the church roof : if it had been set in 
brass, it would have been fetched down f . He gave 
out of eertain tenem«ats to the poor of that parish 
a hundred quarters of charcoals yearly for ever. 
Sir Robert Test, knight of the holy sepulchre, and 
Dame Joan his wife, about 1486 ; Robert Stone ; 
Sir John Steward, and Dame Alice his wife t > 
John Bostocke, esquire ; Christopher Holt ; Sir 
Ridiard Tate, knight, ambassador to King Henry 
VIII., buried there 1664. His monument remain- 
eth yet ; the rest being all pulled down, and swept 
out of the chnreh, the churchwardens were forced 

* "Noblemen of thii realm of old time, as also of late yean, 
have dealt in merchandises." — Stow. 

t '* If it had been in brasse, it would not have remained 
there so long."— ]<l tdiUw, p. 159. 

X In the first editkni, p. 159, the following passage is here 
inserted: — 

** Alke, William, and John, wife and sons to Thomas Ga- 
reO; Agaea, daughter to Thomas Niter, gent ; William At- 
vdl; FeUx, daughter to Sir Thomas Gisers, and wife to 
Trsvers Thcauw Mason, esquire ; Edmond Wartar, esquire ; 
Josa, wifis to John Cbamberlaine, esquire, daughter to Ro- 
lerLewkner, esquire; William Frier; John Hamburger, 
esquire; Hugh Moresby ; Gilbert Prince, alderman ; Oliver 
Chorlejr, gentleman; Sir John Writh, or Writhesley, aliat 
Qsrter principal king at arms, sometime laid under a fair 
tomb in the choir, now broken down and gone ; Joan, wife 
to Thomas Wrlthetaey, son to Sir John Writhesley, Garter, 
daaghter and heir to William Hall, esquire ; John Writhesley 
the yooager, son to Sir John Writhesley, and Alienor, Elea- 
nor, seeood wire to John Writhesley, daughter and heir to 
Thomas Amalde. and Agnes his wife ; John Writhesley, son 
of Thomas; Agnes Arnold, first married to William Writhes- 



to make a large aecoimt ; 12t. that year for brooms, 
besides the carriage away of stone and brass of 
their own charge. And here I am to note, that 
being informed of the Writhsleys to be buried 
there, I have since found them and other to be bu- 
ried at St. Giles without Cripplegate, where I mind 
to leave them. 

By this church sometime passed a lane, called 
Cradock's lane, from Mart lane, winding by the 
north side of the said church into Fenchurch street, 
the which lane being straitened by incroachments. 
is now called Church alley. 

Then is the parish church of St Nicholas Aeon, 
or Hacon (for so have I read it in records), in Lom- 
bard street. Sir John Bridges, draper, mayor, 
1520, newly repaired this church, and embattled 
it, and was there buried. Francis Boyer, grocer, 
one of the sheriffs, was buried there 1580, with 
other of the Boyers : so was Julian, wife to John 
Lambart, alderman *. 

Then is there in the high street a proper parish 
church of St. Mary Woolnoth, of the Nativity, the 
reason of which name I have not yet learnt. This 
church is lately new built. Sir Hugh Brice, gold- 
smith, mayor in the first year of Henry VII., keeper 
of the king's exchange at London, and one of the 
governors of the king's mint in the Tower of Lon- 
don, under William Lord Hastings, the 5th of £d- 
waH IV., deceased 1496. He built in this church 
a chapel called the Chamell, as also part of the 
body of the church and of Uie steeple, and gave 
money toward the finishing thereof, besides the 
stone which he had prepared : he was buried in 
the body of the church. Guy Brice, or Boys, was 
buried there. Dame Joan, wife to Sir William 
Peachf ; Thomas Nocket, draper, 1306 : he founded 
a chantry there. Simon Eyre, 1459 : he gave the 
tavern called the Cardinal's Hat, in Lombard street, 
with a tenement annexed on the east part of the 
tavern, and a mansion behind the east tenement, 
together with an alley from Lombard street to 
Comhill, with the appurtenances, all which were 
by him new built, toward a brotherhood of oiu* 
Lady in St. Mary Woolnoth's church. John Moa- 
ger, pewterer, and flnmie his wife, in St. John's 
chapel ; Sir John Percivall, merchant-tailor, mayor, 
about 1504 ; Thomas Roch, and Andrew Michael, 
vintners, and Joan their wife ; William Hilton, 
merchant- tailor, and tailor to King Henry VIII., 
was buried there 1519, under the chapel of St. 
George, which chapel was built by George Lufken, 
sometime tailor to the prince ; Robert Aroades, 
goldsmith, master of the king's jewels ; Sir Martin 
Bowes, mayor, buried about 15iS9 : he gave lands 
for the discharge of that Langbom ward, of all fif- 
teens to be granted to the king by parliament ; 
George Hasken, Sir Thomas lUuaisey, late mayor, 

ley, daughter of Richard Wanneforde ; Barbara Hnngerford, 
daughter to Sir John Writhesley, wife to Anthony Hunger- 
ford, son to Sir Thomas Hungerford, of Denmampney, in 
the county of Gloucester." 

The cause for the omission of these names is explained at 
the close of the paragraph in the text; which is however so 
indistinctly expressed, that its meaning could not very well 
be ascertaUied except by a reference to what was originally 
written. 

• «' Mother of William Lambert, yet living."— l«l tdiUon^ 
p. 160. 

t •• Hugh Acton, tailor."— /4W. 
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&e. Thus have ye aeyen parishes in this ward, 
one hall of a company, divers fair houses for mer- 
chants, and other monuments none. It hath an 
alderman, his deputy, common councillors eight, 
constables fifteen, scavengers nine, men of the 
wardmote inquest seventeen, and a beadle. It is 
taxed to the fifteen *, in the exchequer, at 20^. 9t. 6d, 

BILLINOSOATB WARD. 

BiLLiifOSOATE ward beginneth at the west end of 
Tower street ward in Thames street, about Smart's 
key, and runneth down along that street on the 
south side to St Magnus church at the bridge foot, 
and on the north side of the said Thames street, 
from over against Smart's key, till over against the 
north-west comer of St. Magnus church aforesaid, 
on this north side of Thames street, is St. Marie 
hill lane, up to St. Margaret's church, and then 
part of St. Margaret Patten's street, at the end of 
St. Marie hill lane. Next out of Thames street is 
Lucas lane, and then Buttolph lane, and at the 
north end thereof Philpot lane ; then is Rother 
lane, of old time so called, and thwart the same 
lane is Little Eastcheape ; and these be the bounds 
of Billingsgate ward. 

Touching the principal ornaments within this 
ward. On the south side of Thames street, begin- 
ning at the east end thereof, there is first the said 
Smart's key, so called of one Smart sometime owner 
thereof ; the next is Belinsgate, whereof the whole 
ward taketh name ; the which (leaving out of the 
fable, thereof feigning it to be built by King Be- 
line, a Briton, long before the incarnation of Clurist), 
is at thb present a large water-gate, port, or har- 
borough, for ships and boats, conmionly arriving 
there with fish, both fresh and salt, shell-fishes, 
salt, oranges, onions, and other fruits and roots, 
wheat, rye, and grain of divers sorts, for service of 
the city and the parts of this realm adjoining. This 
gate is now more frequented than of old time, when 
the Queen's hithe was used, as being appointed by 
the kings of this realm, to be the special or only 
port for taking up of all such kind of merchandiBes 
brought to this city by strangers and foreigners, 
and the drawbridge of timber at London bridge 
was then to be raised or drawn up for passage of 
ships with tops thither. 

Touching the ancient customs of Belinsgate in 
the reign of Edward III., every great ship landing 
there paid for standage two-pence, every little ship 
with orelockes a penny, the lesser boat called a 
Battle a halfpenny ; of two quarters of com mea- 
sured the king was to have one farthing, of a combe 
of com a penny, of every weight going out of the 
city a halfpenny, of two quarters of sea coal mea- 
sured a &rthing, and of every tun of ale going out 
of England beyond the seas, by merchant strangers, 
four-pence, of every thousand herrings a farthing, 
except franchises, &c. 

Next to this ia Sommer's key, which likewise 
took that name of one Sommer dwelling there, as 
did Lion key of one Lion, owner thereof, and since 
of the sign of a Lion. 

Then Is there a fair wharf, or key, called But- 
tolph's gate, by that name so called m the times of 
William the Conqueror, and of Edward the Con- 
fessor, as I have shown already in the description 
of the gates. 

• " In London at twenty-one pound."— 1#/ edition, p. 160. 



Next is the parish church of StButtolphs, a 
proper church, and hath had many fair monuments 
therein, now defaced and gone : notwithstanding I 
find, by testimonies abroad, that these were buned 
Uiere ; to wit, Roger Coggar, 1384 ; Andrew Pike- 
man, and Joan his wife, 1391 ; Nicholas James, 
ironmonger, one of the sheriffs, 1423 ; William 
Rainwell, fishmonger, and John Rainwell, his son, 
fishmonger, mayor 1426, and deceasing 1446, ba- 
ried thero with this epitaph : 

" Citixeni of London, call to your remembrance. 
The fkmoui John Rainwell, sometime your Maior. 
Of the staple of Callis, so was hia chance. 
Here lieth now his corps ; his soole bright and fldre, 
Is taken to heaven's blisse, thereof is no dispaire. 
His acts beare witnes, by matters of recorde. 
How charitable he was, and of what accorde, 
No man hath beene so beneflciall as hee, 
Unto the Citie in giving liberallie," Ace. 

He gave a stone house to be a revestrie to that 
churoh for ever ; moro, he gave lands and tene- 
ments to the use of the commonalty, that the mayor 
and chamberlain should satisfy unto the discharge 
of all persons inhabiting the wards of Belinaf^ate, 
Downegate, and Aldgate, as oft as it shall h^pen 
any fifteen, by parliament of the king to be granted, 
also to the Exchequer, in discharge of the sheriffs, 
ten pounds yearly, which the sheriffs used to pay 
for the farm of Southwark, so that all men of the 
realm, coming or passing with carriage, should be 
free quitted and discharged of all toll and other 
payments, aforotime claimed by the sheriffs. Fur- 
ther, that the mayor and chamberlain shall pay 
yearly to the sheriffs eight pounds, so that the said 
sheriffs take no manner of toll or money of any 
person of this realm for their goods, merchandutes, 
victuals, and carriages, for their passages at the 
great gate of the bridge of the city, nor at the gate 
called the Drawbridge, &c. The overplus of money 
coming of the said lands and tenements, divided 
into even portions ; the one part to be employed to 
instoro the granaries of the city with wheat for the 
rolease of the poor commonalty, and the other 
moiety to clear and cleanse the shelves, and other 
stoppages of the river of Thames, &c. 

Stepnen Forstar, fishmonger, mayor in the year 
1454, and Dame Agnes his wife, lie buried thero. 
William Bacon, haberdasher, one of the sheriffs 
1480, was thero buried, besides many other persons 
of good worship, whose monuments aro all destroyed 
by bad and greedy men of spoil. 

This parish of St. Buttolph is no great thing, 
notwithstanding divers strangers are there har- 
boured, as may appear by a presentment, not many 
years since made of strangers, inhabitants in the 
ward of Billingsgate, in these words : ** In Billings- 
gate ward wero one and fifty households of strangers, 
whereof thirty of these households inhabited in the 
parish of St. Buttolph, in the chief and principal 
houses, whero they give twenty pounds the year for 
a house lately letten for four marks ; the nearer 
they dwell to the water-side the more they give for 
houses, and within thirty years before there was 
not in the whole ward above three Netherlanders ; 
at which time thero was within the said parish 
levied, for the help of the poor, seven and twenty 
pounds by the year ; but since they came so plen- 
tifully thither, there cannot be sathered above 
eleven pounds, for the stranger will not contribute 
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to sodi ehargee as other citizens do." Thus much 
for thiU soath side of this ward. 

On the north side is Bosse alley, so called of a 
boss * of spring water continuaUy running, which 
standeth by BiUuigs|ate against this alley, and was 
sometime made by ue executors of Richard Whit- 
tingtoa. 

Then b St. Marie hill lane, which runneth up 
north from Billingsgate to the end of St. Margaret 
PattenSy commonly called Roode lane, and the 
greatest half of that lane is also of Belins^te ward. 
In this St Marie hill lane is the fair parish church 
of Sl Marie, called on the hill, because of the accent 
from Billingagate. 

This diurdi hath been lately built, as may 
appear by this that foUoweth. Richard Hackney, 
one of the sheriflb in the year 1322, and Alice his 
wife, were there buried, as Robert Fabian writetb, 
saying thus : — ** In the year 1497* in the month of 
AprO, as labooiers digged for the foundation of a 
wall, within the church of St. Marie hill, near unto 
Belinagate, they found a coflKn of rotten timber, and 
therein the corpse of a woman, whole of skin, and 
of bones undiaseTered, and the joints of her arms 
pUabl^ without breaking of the skin, upon whose 
•epakhre this was engraven : — ^ Here lieth the 
bodies of Richard Hackney, ftshmonger, and Alice 
his wife f.'* The which Richard was sheriff in the 
15th of Edward II. Her body was kept above 
groond three or four days without nuisance, but 
then it waxed unsavourv, and so was again bu- 
ried. John Mordand, stock-fishmonger, was buried 
there, 1387 > Nicholas Exton, fishmonger, mayor 
1387 ; William Cambridge, mayor 1420 ; Richard 
Goslin, sheriff 1422 ; William Philip, sergeant-at- 
anna, 1473 ; Robert Reuell, one of the sheriffs 
1490, gave liberally toward the new building of 
this church and steeple, and was there buried ; 
William Remington, mavor 1500 ; Sir Thomas 
Blaake, mayor 1582 ; William Holstocke, esquire, 
eomptroUer of the king's ships ; Sir Cuthbert 
Buckle, mayor 1594. 

This lane on both sides is furnished with many 
Cur hoosee for merchants ; and hath at the north 
end thereof one other lane, called St Margaret 
Pattens, because of old time pattens were there 
usually made and sold ; but of latter time this is 
called Roode lane, of a roode there placed in the 
churchyard of St. Margaret, whilst the old church 
was taken down, and again newly built ; during 
which time the oblations made to this rood were 
employed towards building of the church ; but in 
the year 1638, about the !^d of May, in the morn- 
ing, the said rood was found to have been in the 
night preceding, bv people unknown, broken all to 
pieces, together with the tabernacle wherein it had 
been placed. Also, on the 27th of the same month, 
m the same parish, amongst the basket makers, a 
great and sudden fire happened in the night season, 
which within the space of three hours consumed 
more than a dozen houses, and nine persons were 
burnt to death there : and thus ceased that work 
of this chunefa, being at that time nigh finished 
to the steeple. 

The lane on both sides beyond the same church 



* Probably fkwn the Dutch Bui$—A conduit pipe, 
f " AUco Hackney found uncorrupted more than one 
hmadred and Nventy yeiee after she was buried."— 5tow. 



to the midway towards Fenchurch street, is of Bel- 
linsgate ward. 

Tnen again out of Thames street, by the west 
end of St. Mary hill church, runneth up one other 
kme, of old time called Roape lane, since called 
Lucas lane, of one Lucas, owner of some part 
thereof, and now corruptly called Love lane ; it 
runneth up by the east end of a parish church of 
St Andrew Hubbert, or St. Andrew in East Cheap, 
This church, and all the whole lane called Lucas 
lane, is of this Belinsgate ward. 

Then have ye one other lane out of Thames 
street, called Buttolph lane, because it riseth over 
against the parish church of St Buttolph, and 
runneth up north by the east end of St. Greorge's 
church to the west end of St Andrew's church, 
and to the south end of Philpot lane. 

This parish church of St Greorge in Buttolph 
lane is small, but the monuments for two hundred 
years past are well preserved from spoil, whereof 
one is of Adam Bunme, mayor 1397 ; Richard 
Banmie, esquire, his son, of Gillingham in Kent, 
1452 ; John Walton, gentleman, 1401 ; Marpor, a 
gentleman, 1400 ; John St John, merchant of 
Levant, and Agnes his wife, 1400 ; Hugh Spen- 
cer, esquire, I42i; William Combes, stockfish- 
monger, one of the sheriffs 1452, who gave forty 
pounds towards the works of that church ; John 
Stokar, draper, one of the sheriffs 1477 ; Richard 
Dryland, esquire, and Katherine his wife, daughter 
to Morrice Brune, knisht, of Southuckenton in 
Essex, steward of hous^old to Humfrey Duke of 
Glocester, 1487 ; Nicholas Patrich, one of the she- 
riffs 1519. In the churchyard : William Forman, 
mayor 1538 ; James Mumford, esquire, surgeon to 
King Henry YIII., buried 1544 ; Thomas Gayle, 
hab^dasher, 1340 ; Nicholas Wilford, merchant- 
tailor, and Elizabeth his wife, about the year 1551 ; 
Edward Hey ward, 1573, &c. Roger Delakere 
founded a chantry there. 

Then have ye one other lane called Rother lane, 
or Red Rose lane, of such a sign there, now com 
monly called Pudding lane, because the butchers 
of Eastcheap have weir scalding house for hogs 
there, and their puddings, with other filth of beasts, 
are voided down that way to their dung boats on 
the Thames. 

This lane stretcheth from Thames street to 
Little East Cheape, chiefly inhabited by basket- 
makers, turners, and butchers, and is all of Billins- 
gate ward. The (xarland in Little East Cheape, 
sometime a brewhouse, with a garden on the back- 
side, adjoining to the garden of Sir John Philpot, 
was the chief house in this East Cheape ; it is now 
divided into sundry small tenements, &c. 

This ward hath an alderman, and his deputy, 
common councillors, constables eleven, scavengers 
six, for the wardmote inquest fourteen, and a 
beadle ; it is taxed to the fifteen in London at 
thirty-two pounds, and in the Exchequer at thirty- 
one pounds ten shillings. 

BRIDGE WARD WITHIN. 

Bridge ward within, so called of London bridge, 
which bridge is a principal part of that ward, and 
beginneth at the stulpes on the south end by South- 
wark, runneth along the bridge, and north up 
Bridge street, commonly called (of the fish market) 
New Fish street, from Fish street hill, up Grasse 
street, to the north comer of Grasse church ; all the 
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bridge is repleniBhed on both the rides with larffe, 
fiuTy'and beautiful buildings, inhabitants for we 
most part rich merchants, and other wealthy citi- 
zens, mercers, and haberdashers. 

In New Fish street be fishmongers and fair ta- 
▼ems on Fish street hill and Grasse street, men of 
divers trades, grocers and haberdashers. 

In Grasse street have ye one lair conduit of 
sweet water castellated witn crest and vent, made 
by the appointment of Thomas Hill, mayor 1484, 
who gave by his testunent one hundred nuurks 
towai^ the conveyance of water to this place. It 
was begun by his executors in the year 1491, and 
finished of his goods whatsoever it cost 

On the east side of this bridge ward have ye the 
fair parish church of St. Magnus ; in the which 
church have been buried many men of good wor- 
ship, whose monuments are now for the most part 
utterly defaced. I find John Blund, mayor 1307 ; 
Henry Yeuele, freemason * to Edward III., Ri- 
chard II., and Henry IV., who deceased 1400 ; his 
monument yet remaineth ; William Brampton ; 
John Michell, mayor 1436 ; John French, baker, 
yeoman of the crown to Henry VII., 1510 ; Ro- 
bert Clarke, fishmonger, 1521 ; Richard Turke, one 
of the sheriffs, 1549 ; William Steede, alderman ; 
Richard Morgan, knight, chief justice of the com- 
mon pleas, 1556 ; Alauritius Griffeth, Bishop of 
Rochester, 1559 ; Robert Blanch, ginller, 1567 ; 
Robert Belgrave, girdler ; William Brame ; John 
Couper, fishmonger, alderman, who was put by his 
turn of mayoralty 1584 ; Sir William Garrard, ha- 
berdasher, mayor 1555 ; a grave, wise, and discreet 
citizen, equal with the best and inferior to none of 
our time, deceased 1571 in the parish of St. Chris- 
topher, but was buried in this church of St. Magnus 
as in the parish where he was bom ; a fair monu- 
ment is there raised on him ; Robert Harding, Sal- 
ter, one of the sheriffs 1568 ; Simon Low, mer- 
chant-tailor, esquire, &c. 

Then is the parish church of St. Margaret on 
Fish street hill, a proper church, but monuments 
it hath none : a footway passeth by the south side 
of this church from Fish street hill unto Rother lane. 

* To the uninitiated in the tecreta of Freemasonry this 
passage affords a strong argument against the antiquity of 
this mysterious institution. It is clear that no one would 
now speak of any member of the craft being Freemason to 
Queen Victoria. The name must therefore have borne a 
different signification from that now attached to it — viz., that 
of a member of a secret association. Those who feel inter- 
ested in the investigation of this curious historical problem 
should read the Hittorieo-Critical Inquirf into the Origin of 
the RotienuianM and Preemaeone, which the English Opium- 
eater abstracted and re-arranged from the German work at 
Professor Buhle, and communicated to the London Maga- 
zine for Jan. 1824. Its perusal can scarcely fail to produce 
a conviction of the accuracy of the writer's conclusion, that 
" To a hoax played off by a young man of extraordinary U- 
lentt in the beginning of the 17th century {i.e. about I6I0- 
14), but for a more elevated purpose than most hoaxes 
involve, the reader will find that the whole mysteries of free- 
masonry, as now existing all over the world after a lapse of 
more than two centuries, are here distinctly traced." On 
the other hand, those brothers of the craft who are sticklers 
for its antiquity will doubtless be satisfied with the confir- 
mation of their views, which they wiil find in the curious 
poem on Freemasonry, communicated by Mr. Halliwell to 
the Society of Antiquaries, and since printed in a separate 
form, under the title of Earlg Hitiory of Freemasonry in 
England. 



Up higher on this hill is the pariah church of 
St. Leoiurd, Milke church, so termed of one Wil- 
liam Melker, an especial builder thereof, but com- 
monly called St. Leonard's in East Cheape, because 
it standeth at East Cheape comer. Monuments 
there be of the Dogeets, namely, Walter Dogget, 
vintner, one of the uieriffs, 13^ ; John Doegety 
vintner, and Alice his wife, about 1466 ; this John 
Dogget gave lands to that church ; William Dog- 
get, &c. 

This church, and from thence into Little East 
Cheape to the east end of the said church, is of the 
Bridge ward. 

Then higher in Grasse street is the parish church 
of St. Bennet, called Grasse church, of the herb- 
market there kept : this church also is of the 
Bridge ward, and the farthest north end thereof. 
Some monuments remain there undefaced, as of 
John Harding, Salter, 1576 ; John Sturgeon, ha- 
berdasher, chamberlain of London ; Philip Coshoi, 
Florentine, a famous merchant, 1600. 

The customs of Grass church market, in the 
reign of Edward III., as I have read in a book of 
customs, were these : Every foreign cart* laden 
with com or malt, coming thither to be sold, was 
to pay one halfpenny, every foreign cart bringing 
cheese two-pence, every cart of com and cheese 
together (if the cheese be more worth than the 
com) two-pence, and if the com be more worth 
than the cheese, it was to pay a halfpenny ; of two 
horses laden with com or malt the bailiff had one 
farthing ; the cart of the franchise of the Temple 
and of St. Martin le Grand paid a farthing ; the 
cart of the hospital of St. John of Jerusalem paid 
nothing for their proper goods, and if the com 
were brought by merchants to sell again, the load 
paid a halfpenny, &c. 

On the west side of this ward, at the north end 
of London bridge, is a part of Thames street, which 
IB also of this ward, to wit, so much as of old time 
was called Stooke Fishmonger row, of the stock 
fishmongers dwelling there, down west to a water- 
gate, of old time called Ebgate, since Ebgate lane, 
and now the Old Swan, whiui is a common stair on 
the Thames, but the passage is very narrow by 
means of encroachments. On the south side of 
Thames street, about the midway betwixt the bridge 
foot and Ebgate lane, standeth the Fishmongers' 
hall, and divers other lair houses for merchants. 

These fishmongers were sometimes of two several 
companies, to wit. Stock-fishmongers and Salt-fish- 
mongers, of whose antiquity I read, that by the 
name of fishmongers of London, they were, for 
forestalling, &c., contrary to the laws and consti- 
tutions of the city, fined to the king at five htmdred 
marks, the 18th of King Edward I. More, that 
the said fishmongers, hearing of the great victory 
obtained by the same king asainst the Scots, in the 
26th of his reign, made a triumphant and solemn 
show through the dty, with divers pageants, and 
more than one thousand horsemen, &c., as in the 
chapter of sports and pastimes. These two com- 
panies of stock-fishmongers and salt-fishmongers 
of old time had their several halls ; to wit, in 
Thames street twain, in New Fish street twain, 
and in Old Fish street twain : in each place one 
for either company, in all six several halls, the 

* By every foreign cart is meant every cart not belonginf 
to a citixen of London. 
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company wms bo great, as I have read, and can 
pn>Te bv reoord& These fishmongen having been 
jolly dozens, and six mayors of their company in 
the space of twenty -four yearn ; to wit, Walter 
Torke, 1350 ; John Lofkin, 1359 ; John Wroth, 
1361 ; John Pechie, 1362 ; Simon Morden, 1369 ; 
and WiUiam Walworth, 1374. It followed that in 
the year 1382, through tlie counsel of John North- 
ampton, draper, then being mayor, William Eflsex, 
John More, mercer, and Richard Northbiurie, the 
said fishmongers were greatly troubled, hindered 
of theur libertiea, and almost destroyed by congre- 
gations made against them, so that in a parliament 
at London the controversy depending between the 
mayor and aldermen of London, and the fishmon- 
gers there, Nicholas Exton, speaker for the fish- 
mongers, prayetli the king to receive him and his 
company into his protection, for fear of corporal 
hurt : whereupon it was commanded, either part to 
keep the peace, on pain of l<»sing all they had ; 
hereupon, a fishmonger, starting up, replied that 
the complaint brought against them by the movers, 
fcc., was but matter of malice, for that the fish- 
mongers, in the reign of Edward III., being chief 
officers of the city, had for their misdemeanors 
then done, committed the chief exhibitors of those 
petiticns to prison. In this parliament the fish- 
mongers, by the king's charter natents, were re- 
stored to their liberties ; notwithstanding in the 
year next following, to wit, 1383, John Cavendiidi, 
fishmonger, craveth the peace against the chan- 
cellor of England, which was granted, and he put 
in sureties the Earls of Stafford and Salisburie. 
Cavendish ehallengeth the chancellor for taking of 
a bribe of ten pounds for favour of his case, which 
the chancellor by oath upon the sacrament avoid- 
eth. In further trial it was found that the chan- 
cdlor's man, without his master's privity, had taken 
it ; whereupon Cavendish was adjudged to prison, 
and to pay the chancellor one thousand marks for 
slandermg him. 

After this, many of the nobles as se m bled at 
Readiiw to suppress the seditious stirs of the said 
John I^^rthampton, or Combarton, late mayor, that 
had attempted great and heinous enterprises, of the 
which be was convicted ; and when he stood mute, 
nor would otter one word, it was decreed that he 
should be committed to perpetual prison, his goods 
eonfiseate to the king's use, and that he should not 
come within one himdred miles of London during 
his life. He was therefore sent to the castle «>f 
Tintegall in the eoofines of Coruewall, and in the 
mean nace the king's servants spoiled his goods. 
John More, Ridiard Northbery, and other, were 
likewise there eoovieted, and condemned to per- 
petual prison, and their goods confiscate, for certain 
eottgregataoDs by them made against the fishmon- 
gers in the city of Londi^n, as is affjresaid ; bat 
tliey obtained and had the king's pardon, in the 
14ih of his reign, as appeareth of reeord ; and thus 
were all these trooUei quieted. Tboee stuek-ftuh- 
mongers and aalt-fisfamongers were united in the 
year 1636, the S8th of Henry VIIL ; their hall to 
be but one, in the hoose given imto them by .Sir 
John Comwall, Lord Fanbt^pe, and e4 Ampthall, in 
the parish of Si. Michael in Crooked fame, in the 
reign of Henry VI. Tfaos nmefa have I tbrmght 
good to note of the fishmontp«n *, men ignorant of 
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tlieir antiquities, not able to show a reason whv i>r 
when they were joined in amity with tlio goldRniithis 
do give part of their arms, &c. NriUier, to say 
aui;ht of Sir William Walworth •, the ulory tif 
their company, more than that he slew JacK Straw, 
which is a men* fable, for the said Straw was after 
overthrowing of tho rebeK taken, and by Judgment 
of the mayor beheaded ; whoso oonfossiou at the 
gallows is extant in my Annals, wh«)re also is set 
down the most valiant and praiseworthy act of 
William Walworth against tho principal r«>bel Wal- 
tar Tiglilar. As in reproof or Walworth's nionu 
mcnt in St Michael's cnurch, 1 have declarcMl, and 
wished to be reformed there, an in other pla4M«. 

On that south side of Thsm«>s stre<>t have ye 
Drinkwatcr wharf and Fish wharf, in the parish of 
St Magnus. On tho north side of Thames stn^et 
is St Martin's lane ; a part of which lane is also of 
this ward, to wit, on tho one side to a well of water, 
and on the other side as far up as against the said 
well. Then is St Michael's lane, part whereof is 
also of this ward up to a well there, &c. Then at 
the upper end of New Fish street is a lane turning 
towaniB St Michael's Une, and is called Crooked 
lane, of Uio crooked windings thereof. 

Above this lane's end, upon Fish street hill, is 
one great house, for the most part built of stone, 
which pertained sometime to Edward Uie HIaek 
Prince, son to Edward 1 1 1., who was in his life- 
time lodged there. It is now alterefl to a conmion 
hostelry, having the Bkusk Bell for a sign. 

Above this hotuie, at the top di Fish street hill, 
is a turning int«) Great Eastcneape, and so to tho 
comer of Lombard street, over agaiiwt the north- 
west corner of Grasse church ; and these Ira the 
whole boimds of this Bridge ward within : the 
which hath an alderman and his demity, for the 
conunon council sixteen, constables filieen, scaven- 
gers six, for the wardmote inquest sixteen, and a 
beadle. It is taxed to the fifteen in I^otidoti at 
forty-seven poimds f . 

CAIVDLEWICK STRRBT WARD. 

Caivdlewick street, or (!andlnwright stnwt ward, 
beginneth at the east end iA iirrtX F^tctwrape ; it 
passeth west through Eastchcape Ui (^ndlewright 
street, and through the same, down Ui the n'rrtli 
end oil Suffolk lane on the srmth side, and down 
that lane bv the west end of St, I^aur^ire church' 
yard, which is the farthest west part of that war»l. 
The street of Great Kastcheaffe m so calM *A tlie 
market there kept in tho east part of the city, as 
Wf.'Stcheape is a market m called of being in the 
west. 

This Eastchcape is now a flesh markH *A \mS^\%' 
0!r% tliere dwelling *m Itfrih sid«?s tif the street : it 
had sometime alsri crioks mix^A luntmpA tb^ l/fitcb- 
ers, and soch other as mM victoals ready tlrt-mt^ 
of all sr^rts. V*fr *4 old time, wlnn fri*m4n did 
meet, and were disp^jsed to 1^ mrry, tlMty wt^i 

I— I2S. win V ftmnA s fnDy 4«trik4 seeiMSl «f th* h\**Ary 
*d thM ty/mpsny. wIms* ^nrtUmt •xtsM «1uirT«r H s fmi^t In 
Frvnrh. <talM nnk*ift lulf. »7th «4 K4«sr4 f fl, Mil wf^f s//v 
Mt oa4«r s sew thMtut f4 'mtmymtnifm, 4»tM 34 14 ItfMf I 
• **W. WslwMtJi •lMi4^t/4 bf s CrM« &r i»K Mfsm."^ 

f " f s Ixm^mi St Mij pm»itA: «M h» fM Ks»H^w * y M 
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not to dine and sup in taverns, but to the cooks, 
where they called for meat what they liked, which 
they always found ready dressed at a reasonable 
rato, as I have before showed. 

In the year 1410, the 11th of Henry IV., upon 
the even of St. John Baptist, the king's sons*, Tho- 
mas and John, being in f^tcheape at supper (or 
rather at breakfast, for it was after the watch was 
broken up, betwixt two and three of the clock after 
midnight), a great debate happened between their 
men and other of the court, which lasted one hour, 
till the mayor and sheriffs with other citizens, ap- 
peased the same ; for the which afterwards the 
said mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs were called to 
answer before the king, his sons, and divers lords, 
being highly moved against the city. At which 
time, William Gasco^ne, chief justice, required the 
mayor and aldermen, for the citizens, to put them 
in the king's grace ; whereunto they answered, that 
they had not offended, but (according to the law) 
had done their best ih stinting debate and main- 
taining of the peace ; upon which answer the king 
remitted all his ire, and dismissed them. And to 
prove this Elastoheape to be a place replenished 
with cooks, it may appear by a song called London 
Lickepennie, made by Lidgate, a monk of Berrie, 
in the reign of Henry V., in the person of a coun- 
tryman coming to London, and travelling through 
the stune. In Westeheape (saith the song) he was 
called on to buy fine lawn, Paris thread, cotton 
umble, and other linen clothes, and such like (he 
speaketh of no silksf ), in Comhill, to buy old ap- 
parel X <^d household stuff, where he was forced to 
buy his own hood, which he had lost in Westminster 
hall : in Candle wright street drapers proffered him 
cheap cloth, in Easteheape the cooks cried hot ribs 
of beef roasted, pies well baked, and other victuals : 
there was clattering of pewter-pots, harp, pipe, 
and sawtry, yea by cock, nay by cock, for greater 
oaths were spared : some sang of Jenken, and Ju- 
lian, &c. ; all which melody liked well the passen- 
ger, but he wanted money to abide by it, and there- 
fore gat him into Gravesend barge, and home into 
Kent^ 

Candlewright (so called in old records of the 
Guildhall, of St Marie Overies, and other), or Can- 
dlewick street, took that name (as may be supposed) 
either of chandlers, or makers of candles, both of 

* *' The king's soni beaten in Easteheape ; there was no 
taTern then in Easteheape." — Stow. 

t " In Westeheape linen cloth sold, but no silks spoken of." 
— Stow. 

Stow, in his side note, as well as in the text, treats it as a 
fftct deserving attention, that Lydgate in this ballad " speak- 
eth of no silks." This it will be seen is an error, vide note, 
p. 31, where we have quoted this very ballad, in which it will 
be found that the writer speaks of 

" Velvet, tytke^ and lawne." 

I ** Fripparia, upholders upon Comhill, sellers of old appa- 
rel and household stuff in Easteheape."-^— 5totr. 

The following is the stanza alluded to by Stow from Mr. 
Halli well's edition of Lydgate' $ Minor Poems, p. 106 : 

" Then into Com hyl anon I rode, 
Where was much stolen gere amonge ; 
I saw where honge myne owne hoode, 
That I had lost amonge the thronge : 
To by my own hoode I thought it wronge ; 
I knew it well as I did my crede. 
But for lack of money I could not spede." 



wax and tallow ; for candlewrifht is a maker of 
candles, or of wick, which is tiie cotton or yam 
thereof ; or otherwise wike *, whieh is the place 
where they used to work them, as Scalding wike by 
the Stocks market was called of the poulterers scald- 
ing and dressing their poultry there ; and in divers 
countries, dairy houses, or cottages, wherein they 
make butter and cheese, are usually called wicka. 
There dwelt also of old time divers weavers of 
woollen clothes, brought in by Edward III. For I 
read, that in tiie 44th of his reign, the weavers, 
brought out of Flanders, were appointed their 
meetmgs to be in the churchyard of St. Laurence 
PouItney,and the weavers of Brabant in the church- 
yard of St. Mary Sommerset There were then in 
this city weavers of divers sorts ; to wit, of drapery, 
ortapery, and napery. These weavers of Candle- 
wright street being in short time worn out, their 
place is now possessed by rich drapers, sellers of 
woollen cloth, &c. 

On the north side of this ward, at the west end 
of Easteheape, have ye St. Clement's lane ; a part 
whereof on both sides is of Candlewick street ward, 
to wit, somewhat north beyond the parish church 
of St. Clement in Easteheape. This is a small 
church, void of monuments, other than of Francis 
Bamam, alderman, who deceased 1575, and of Be- 
nedicke Bamam, his son, alderman also, 1598. 
William Chartney and William Overie founded a 
chantry there. 

Next is St Nicholas lane, for the most part on 
both sides of this ward, almost to St. NicholaB 
church. Then is Abchundi lane, which is on both 
the sides almost wholly of this ward, the parish 
church there (called of St. Marie Abchurch, Ape- 
church, or Upchurch, as I have read it), standeth 
somewhat near unte the south end thereof, on a 
rising groimd : it is a fair church. Simon d« 
Winchcomb founded a chantry there the 19th of 
Richard II. ; John Littleton founded another, and 
Thomas Hondon another ; and hath the monu- 
ments of J. Long, esquire, of Bedfordshire, 1442 ; 
William Wikenson, alderman, 1519 ; William Ja w- 
drell, tailor, 1440 ; Sir James Hawes, mayor 1574 ; 
Sir John Branch, mayor 1580 ; John Miners ; 
William Kettle, &c. 

On the south side of this ward, beginning again 
at the east, is St. Michaers lane, which lane is 
almost wholly of this ward, on both sides down 
towards Thames street, to a well or pump there. 
On the east side of this lane is Crooked lane afore- 
said, by St. Michael's church, towards New Fiah 
street. One the most ancient house in this lane is 
called the Leaden porch, and belonged sometime to 
Sir John Merston, knight, the 1st of Edward IV. 
It is now called the §wan in Crooked lane, pos- 
sessed of stnuigers, and selling of Rhenish wine. 
The parish church of this St. Michael's was some- 
time but a small and homely thing, standing upon 
part of that ground wherein now standeth the par- 
sonage-house ; and the ground there about was a 
filthy plot, by reason of the butchers in Easteheape, 
who made the same their laystalL William de 

• "Wike is a working place."— 5/oir. 

It is the Anglo-Saxon Wic^ Wffc^ which Bosworth tn his 
Dictionary defines — Dwelling- placet habitation, viUofie, 
street; as a termination it signifies a dwetiimg, siatiomf ri/- 
tage, castle, or bag. ^ 
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Bnrgo gaye two meBsuages to that church in Can- 
dlewick street, 1317. John Lofkin, Btock-fiBh- 
nionger,foiir times nutjror, built in the same ground 
this lair church of St. Michael, and was buried there 
in the choir, undo* a fkir tomb, with the images of 
him and his wife, in alabaster. The said church 
hath been since increased with a new choir, and 
aide chapels by Sir William Walworth, stock-fish- 
monger, mayor, sometime servant to the said John 
Lofkin : also the tomb of Lofkin was removed, 
and a flat stone of grey marble garnished with 
plates of copper laid on him, as it yet remaineth in 
the body of the church. This William Walworth 
is reported to have shun Jack Straw *, but Jack 
Straw being afterward taken, was first adjudged by 
the said mayor, and then executed by the loss of 
his head in Smithfield. 

True it is that this William Walworth, being a 
man wise, learned, and of an incomparable man- 
hood f , arrested Wat Tyler, a presumptuous rebel, 
upon whom no man durst lay hand, whereby he 
delivered the king and kingdom from most wicked 
tyranny of traitors. The mayor arrested him on 
the head with a sound blow, whereupon Wat Tyler 
roriously struck the mayor with his dagger, but 
hurt him not, by reason he was well armed. The 
mayor, having received his stroke, drew his basi- 
liard, and grievously wounded Wat in the neck, 
and withal gave him a great blow on the head ; in 
the which conflict, an esquire of the king's house, 
ealkd John Cavendish, drew his sword,and wounded 
Wat twice or thrice even to the death ; and Wat, 
sparring his horse, cried to the commons to revenge 
lum : the horse bare him about eighty feet from 
the place, and there he fell down halt dead ; and 
by uad by they which attended on the kinff envi- 
roned him about, so as he was not seen of his com- 
pany : many of them thrust him in divers places of 
his body, and drew him into the hospital of St Bar- 
tholomew, from whence again the mayor caused 
him to be drawn into Smithfield, and there to be 
beheaded. In reward of this service (the people 
being dispersed) the king commanded the mayor to 
put a bascinet on his head ; and the mayor request- 
ing why he should do so, the king answered, he 
being much bound unto him, would make him 
knight : the mayor answered, that he was neither 
worthy nor able to take such estate upon him, for 
he was but a merchant, and had to live by his mer- 
chandise only ; notwithstanding, the king made him 
to put on his bascinet, and then with a sword in 
both his hands he strongly stroke him on the neck, 
as the manner was then ; and the same day he 
made three other citizens knights for his sake in 
the same place ; to wit, John Philpot, NichoUs 
Brember, and Robert Launde, alderman. The king 
gave to ihe mayor one hundred pounds land by 
year, and to each of the other forty pounds land 
jearly, to them and their heirs for ever. 

After this, in the same year, the said Sir William 
Walworth founded in the said parish church of St 
Michael a college of a master and nine priests, or 
chaplains, and deceased 1385, was there buried in the 

* " In Smithfield, and there to have been knighted by the 
king, bat that is not true."— 1«< edition, p. 1 72. 

t " Fable of William Walworth and Jack Straw reproved. 
Praise of W.Walworth for his manhood in arresting of Wat 
Tyler. The mayor was well armed, and had on his head 
a basonet."— 5<ow. 



north chapel by the choir ; but his monument being 
amongst other by bad people defaced in the reip^i 
of Edward VI., and again since renewed by the fish- 
mongers, for lack of knowledge of what before had 
been written in his epitaph, they followed a fabulous 
book, and wrote Jack Straw instead of Wat Tilar, 
a great error meet to be reformed there and else- 
where ; and therefore have I the more at large dis- 
coursed of this matter. 

Jt hath also been, and is now grown to a common 
opinion, that in reward of this service done by the 
said William Walworth against the rebel. King 
Richard added to the arms of this city (which was 
argent, a plain cross gules) a sword or dagger (for 
so they term it), whereof I have read no such re- 
cord, but to the contrary. I find that in the 4tli 
year of Richard II.*, in a full assembly made in 
the upper chamber of the Guildhall, summoned by 
this William Walworth, then mayor, as well of al- 
dermen as of the common council, in every ward, 
for certain affairs concerning the king, it was there 
by common consent agreed and ordained, that the 
old seal of the office of the mayoralty of the city 
being very small, old, unapt, and uncomely for the 
honour of the city, should be broken, and one other 
new should be had, which the said mayor com- 
manded to be made artificially, and honourable for 
the exercise of the said office thereafter, in place of 
the other ; in which new seal, besides the images of 
Peter and Paul, which of old were rudely engraven, 
there should be under the feet of the said images a 
shield of the arms of the said city, perfectly gravedf, 
with two lions supporting the same, with two ser- 
geants of arms ; another part, one, and two taber- 
nacles, in which above should stand two angels ; 
between whom, above the said images of Peter and 
Paul, shall be set the glorious Virgin. This being 
done, the old seal of the office was delivered to Ri- 
chard Odiliam, chamberlain, who brake it, and in 
place thereof was delivered the new seal to the said 
mayor, to use in his office of mayoralty, as occasion 
should require. This new seal seemeth to be made 
before William Walworth was knighted, for he is 
not here entitled Sir, as afterwards he was ; and 
certain it is that the same new seal then made is 
now in use, and none other in that office of the 
mayoralty ; which may suffice to answer the former 
fable, without showing of any evidence sealed with 
the old seal, which was the cross and sword of St 
Paul, and not the dagger of William Walworth. 

Now of other monuments in that church. Simon 
Mordon, mayor 1368, was buried there ; John 01- 
ney, mayor 1446 ; Robert March, stock-fishmonger, 
»ve two pieces of ground to be a churchyard ; 
John Radwell, stock-fishmonger, buried 1416 ; 
George Gowre, esquire, son to Edward Gowre, 
stock-fishmonger, OMjuire, 1470 ; Alexander Pur- 
poynt, stock-fiishmonger, 1373 ; Andrew Burel, gen- 
tleman of Gray's-inn, 1487 ; John Shrow, stock- 
fishmonger, 1487y with this epitaph : 

" Farewell, my friends, the tide abideth no man, 
I am departed hence, and so shall ye. 
But in this passage the best song that I can, 

* Dunthome. 

f " The armes of this citty were not altered, but remayne as 
afore ; to witte, argent, a playne crottse gules,a sword of S.Paul 
in the first quarter, and no dagger of W. Walworth, as is 
fabuled."— 5/ov. 
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Is requiem miemamt now Jesus grant it me, 
When I have ended aU mine adversitie. 
Grant me in Paradise to have a mansion. 
That sheddest thy blood for my redemption." 

John Finkell, one of the sheriffs 1487, ^ab 
knighted, and gave forty pounds to this church, the 
one half for his monument. John Pattesley, mayor 
1441 ; Thomas £ wen, grocer, bare half the charges 
in building of the steeple, and was buried 1501 ; 
William Combes, gentleman, of Stoke, by Guilford in 
Surrey, 1502 ; Sir John Brudge, mayor 1530, gave 
fifty pounds for a house called the College in Crooked 
lane ; he lieth buried in St. Nicholas Hacon. Wal- 
tar Faireford ; Robert Barre ; Alexander Heyban ; 
John Motte ; John Gramstone ; John Brampton ; 
John Wood, stock-fishmonger, 1531 ; Sir Henry 
Ameots, mayor 1548, &c. Hard by this St. Mi- 
chaers church, on the south side thereof, in the 
year 1500, on the fifth of July, through the shooting 
of a gun, which brake in the house of one Adrian 
Arten, a Dutchman, and set fire on a firkin and 
barrel of gunpowder, four houses were blown up, 
and divers other sore shattered ; eleven men and 
women were slain, and sixteen so hurt and bruised, 
that they hardly escaped with Ufe. 

West from this St. Michael's lane is St. Martin 
Orgar lane, by Candlewick street, which lane is 
on both sides down to a well, replenished with hir 
and large houses for merchants, and it is of this 
ward ; one of which houses was sometime called 
Beachamp's inn, as pertaining unto them of that 
family. Thomas Arundel, archbishop of Canter- 
bury, commonly for his time was lodged there. 

The parish church of St. Martin Orgar is a small 
thing. William Crowmer, mayor, built a proper 
chapel on the south side thereof, and was buried 
there 15S3 ; John Mathew, mayor 1490 ; Sir Wil- 
liam Huet, mayor 1559, with his lady and daughter, 
wife to Sir Edward Osbume ; Ralph Tabinham, 
alderman ; Alice, wife to Thomas Winslow ; Tho- 
rudon ; Benedicke Reding ; Thomas Harding ; 
James Smith ; Richard Gainford, esquire ; John 
Bold, &c. 

Then is there one other lane called St. Laurence, 
of the parish church there. This lane, down to the 
south side of the churchyard, is of Candlewick street 
ward. The parish church of St. Laurence was in- 
creased with a chapel of Jesus by Thomas Cole, for 
a master and chaplain ; the which chapel and pa- 
rish church was made a college of Jesus and of 
Corpus Christi, for a master and seven chaplains, 
by John Poultney, mayor, and was confirmed by 
Edward III., the 20th of his reign : of him was 
this church called St. Laurence Poultney, in Can- 
dlewick street ; which college was valued at 
79/> \lS' 1 \d,y and was siurendered in the reign of 
Edward VI. Robert Ratcliffe, Earl of Essex, and 
Henry Ratcliffe, Earl of Sussex, were buried there ; 
Alderman Beswicke was buried there ; John Oliffe, 
alderman, Robert Browne, and others. Thus much 
for this ward, and the antiquities thereof. It hath 
now an alderman, his deputy, common councillors 
eight, constables eight, scavengers six, wardmote 
inquest men twelve, and a beadle. It is taxed to 
the fifteen at sixteen pounds. 

^JLLBBOOK WARD. 

Walbbook ward beginneth at the west end of Can- 
dlewick street ward. It runneth down Candlewick 



street west towards Budge row. It hath on the 
north side thereof St Swithen's lane, so called of 
St. Swithen, a parish church by London stone. 
This lane is replenished on both Uie sides with fair 
built houses, and is wholly of Walbrook ward. 

The said parish church of St. Swithen standeth 
at the south-west comer of this lane. License was 
procured to new build and increase the said church 
and steeple in the year 1420. Sir John Hend, dra- 
per, mayor, was an especial benefactor thereunto, 
as appeareth by his arms in the gkus windows, even 
in the tops of them, which is m a field sUver, a 
chief azure, a lion passant silver, a cheveron azure, 
three escalops silver : he lieth buried in the body 
of this church, with a fair stone laid on him, but 
the plates and inscriptions are de&ced. Roger 
Depham, alderman, Thomas Aylesbourgh, William 
Neve, and Matilda Caxton, founded chantriea^ 
and were buried there ; John Butler, draper, one 
of the sheriffs, 1420 ; Ralph Jecollne, mayor, a be- 
nefactor, buried in a fair tomb ; William White, 
draper, one of the sheriffs, 1482, and other. 

On the north side of thb church and church- 
yard is one fair and large built house, son^etime 
pertaining to the prior of Tortington in Sussex, 
since to the earls of Oxford, and now to Sir John 
Hart, alderman ; which house hath a fair garden 
belonging thereunto, lying on the west side thereof. 
Ou the back side of two other fair houses in Wal- 
brook, in the reign of Henry VII., Sir Richard 
Empson, knight, chancellor of the duchy of Lan- 
caster, dwelt in the one of them, and Edmond 
Dudley, esquire, in the other ; either of them had a 
door of intercourse into this garden, wherein they 
met and consulted of matters at their pleasures. 
In this Oxford place Sir Ambrose Nicholas kept his 
mayoralty, and since him the said Sir John Hart. 

On the south side of this high street, near unto 
the channel, is pitched upright a great stone called 
London stone *, fixed in the ground very deep, fast- 

* This stone, of which a small firagment still remains en- 
cased in another stone, now stands against the south wall of 
St. Swithin's church in Cannon street. Mr. Thomas Harden, 
of Sherhoum lane, printer, when that church was about to 
undergo a repair in 1798, prevailed on the parish-oflBcers to 
consent that the stone should be placed where it atlll re- 
mains, after it had been doomed to destruction as a nuisance. 
For before this it stood close to the edge of the kerb-atone on 
the same side of the street, to which It seems it had been 
removed fh>m its original position on the opposite side in 
Deoember 1 1A%. 

Camden considers this stone to have been the central Jfil- 
itarttim, or milestone, similar to that In the forum at Rome, 
ttom which the British high roads radiated, and the dis- 
tances on them were reckoned. 

Its foundations, which were uncovered during the opera- 
tions which took place after the great fire, were found to be 
so extensive that Wren, who does not appear to have doubted 
that they were Roman, was inclined to think that they roust 
have supported some more considerable monument than 
even the central MitUarium. " In the adjoining ground to 
the south," says the Parentalia^ •• were discovered aome 
tesselated pavements, and other remains of Roman work- 
manship and buildings." *• Probably," adds the account, 
" this might in some degree have imiuted the M$tiiarium 
Aureum at ConsUntinople, which was not in the form of a 
pillar as at Rome, but an eminent building; for under iu 
roof, according to Cedrenus and Suidaa, stood the statues of 
Constantino and Helena, Trajan, an equestrian atatue oi 
Hadrian, a statue of Fortune, and many other figures and 
decorations." 
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ened with ban of iron, and otherwise so strongly 
set, that if carts do run against it through negli- 
gence, the wheels be broken, and the stone itself 
unshaken. 

The cause why this stone was set there, the time 
when, or other memory hereof, is none, but that the 
same hath long continued thero is manifest, namely, 
since (or rather before) the Conquest ; for in the end 
of a fair written Gospel book given to Christ's 
church in Canterburie, by EthelsUne, King of the 
West Saxons, I find noted of lands * or rents in 
London belonging to the said church, whereof one 
parcel is described to lie near unto London stone. Of 
later time we read, that in the year of Christ 1 135, 
the 1st of King Stephen, a fire, which began in the 
house of one Ailward, near unto London stone, con- 
sumed all east to Aldgate, in the which fire the 
prionr of the Holy Trinitie was burnt, and west to 
St Erkenwald's shrine in Pauleys churoh. And 
these be the eldest notes that I read thereof. 

Some have said this stone to be set as a mark in 
the middle of the city within the walls; but in 
truth it standeth far nearer unto the river of 
Thames than to the wall of the city ; some others 
have said the same to be set for the tendering and 
making of payment by debtors to their creditors at 
their appointed days and times, till of later time 
payments were moro usually made at the font in 
Pout's churoh, and now most commonly at the 
Royal Exchange ; some i^ain have imagined the 
same to be set up by one John or Thomas London- 
i^one dwelling there against ; but more likely it is, 
that such men have taken name of the stone than 
the stone of them, as did John at Noke, Thomas at 
Stile, WUliam at Wall, or at Well, &c. 

Down west from this parish churoh, and from 
London stone, have ye Walbrooke comer ; from 
whence runneth up a street, north to the Stocks, 
called Walbrook, because it standeth on the east 
side of the same brook, by the bank thereof, and 
the whole ward taketh the name of that street. 
On the east side of this street, and at the north 
comer thereof, is the Stocks market, which had 
this beginning. About the year of Christ 1282, 
Henry Wales, mayor, caused divers houses in this 
city to be built towards the maintenance of London 
bridge, namely, one void place near unto the parish 
churoh called Woole churoh, on the north side 
thereof, whero sometime (the way being very large 
and broad) had stood a pair of stocks for punish- 
ment of offenders ; this building took name of 
these stocks, and was appointed by him to be a 
market place for fish and flesh in the midst of the 
city. Other houses he built in other places, as by 
the patent of Edward T. it doth appear, dated the 
1 0th of his roign. After this, in the year 1322, the 
17th of Edward II., a decroe was made by Hamond 
Chickwell, mayor, that none should sell fish or flesh 
out of the markets appointed, to wit. Bridge street. 
East Cheape, Old Fish stroet, St. Nicholas' sham- 
bles, and the said Stocks, upon pain to forfeit such 
fish or flesh as wero sold, for the first time, and the 
second time to lose their freedom ; which act was 
made by commandment of the king under his 
letters patent, dated at the Tower the 17th of his 
reign, and then was this stocks let to farm for 
46f. 13f. 4^ by year. This Stocks market was 
again begun to be built in the year 1410, in the 

• I.ih. Trinitate. 



11th of Henry IV., and was finished in the year 
next following. In the year 1507, the same was 
routed 661. lOf. \0d. And in the year 1543, John 
Cotes being mayor, thero were in this Stocks 
market for fishmongers twenty-five boards or stalls, 
routed yearly to 34/. 13*. 4d., thero wero for butch- 
ers eighteen boards or stalls, routed at 41/. 16*. 4d., 
and there were also chambers above, sixteen, 
routed at 5/. 13ir. id., in all 82/. 3$. 

Next unto this Stocks is the parish churoh of 
St. MaiT Wool church, so called of a beam placed 
in the churoh yard, which was thereof called Wool 
churoh haw, of the tronage, or weighing of wool 
there used ; and to verify this, I find amongst the 
customs of London written in French in the roign 
of Edward II., a chapter intituled Lf$ Cuttomet de 
Wolchurdi Haw, wheroin is set down what was 
there to be paid for every parcel of wool weighed. 
This tronage or weighing of wool, till the 6th of 
Richard II., was there continued ; John Churoh- 
man then built the Custom house upon Wool key, 
to 8erve for the said tronage, as is beforo showed 
in Tower street ward. This church is reasonable 
fair and large, and was lately new built by license 
granted in the 20th of Henry VI., with condition 
to be built fifteen foot firom the Stocks market, for 
sparing of light to the same Stocks. The pai'son 
of this church is to have four marks the year for 
tithe of the said Stocks, paid him by the masters of 
the Bridge house, by special decroe made the 2d of 
Henry VII. John Winyar, grocer, mayor 1604, 
was a great helper to the building of this churoh, 
and was there buried 1505 ; he gave unto it by his 
testament two large basons of silver, and twenty 
pounds in money. Also Richard Shoro, draper, 
one of the sheriffs 1505, was a great benefactor in 
his life, and by his testament gave twenty pounds 
to make a poroh at the west end thereof, and was 
thero buried ; Richard Hatfield of Steplemorden in 
Cambridgeshiro, lieth entombed thero, 1467 ; Ed- 
ward Deoly, esquire, 1467. John Handford, gro- 
cer, made the font of that church, very curiously 
wrought, painted, and eilded, and was thero 
buried ; John Aroher, fiuimonger, 1487 ; Anne 
Cawode founded a chantry thero, &c. 

From the Stocks' market and this parish churoh 
east up into Lombard street, some four or five 
houses on a side, and also on the south side of 
Wool churoh, have ye Bearbinder lane, a part 
whereof is of this Walbrooke ward ; then lower 
down in the street called Walbrooke, is one other 
fair churoh of St. Stephen, lately built on the east 
side thereof, for the old churoh stood on the west 
side, in place whero now standeth the parsonage 
house, and thereforo so much nearer the brook, 
even on the bank. Robert Chichley, mayor in the 
year 1428, the 6th of Henry VI., gave to this 
parish of St. Stephen one plot of eround, containing 
two hundred and eight feet and a half in length, 
and sixty-six feet in breadth, theroupon to build 
their new churoh, and for their church yard ; and 
in the 7th of Henry VI. the said Robert, one of 
the founders, laid the first stone for himself, the 
second for William Stoddon, mayor, with whose 
goods the ground that the churoh standeth on, and 
the housing, with the ground of the churoh yard, 
was bought by the said Chichley for two hundred 
marks from the Grocers, whidi had been letten 
l>efure for (ux-and-twenty marks the year ; Hubert 
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Whittinghamy draper, laid the third stone, Henry 
Barton Sien mayor, &c. The said Chichley gave 
more, one hundred pounds to the said work, and 
bare the charges of all the timber work on the 
procession way, and laid the lead upon it of his own 
cost ; he also gave all the timber for the roofing of 
the two side aisles, and paid for the carriage thereof. 
This church was finished in the year 1439 ; the 
breadth thereof is sixty-seven feet, and leueth one 
hundrtKl and twenty-five feet, the church yard 
ninety feet in length, and thirty-seven in breadth 
and more. Robert Whittinghiun (made Knight of 
the Bath), in the year 1432, purchased the patron- 
age of this church from John Duke of Biedford, 
uncle to Henry VI., and Edward IV., in the 2d of 
his reign, gave it to Richard Lee, then mayor. 
There be monimients in this church of Thomas 
Southwell, first parson of this new church, who 
lieth in the choir ; John Dunstable, master of 
astronomy and music, in the vear 1453 ; Sir Ri- 
chard Lee, mayor, who gave the said parsonage to 
the Grocers ; Rowland Hill, mayor 1549 ; Sir 
Thomas Pope, first treasurer of the augmentations, 
with his wife Dame Margaret ; Sir John Cootes, 
mayor 1542 ; Sir John Yorke, knight, merchant- 
tailor, 1549 ; Edward Jackman, sheriff 1564 ; 
Richard Achley, grocer ; Dr. Owyn, physician to 
King Henry VIII. ; John Kirby, grocer, 1578; 
and others. 

Lower down from thb parish church be divers 
fair houses, namely, one wherein of lato Sir Richard 
Baker, a knight of Kent, was lodged, and wherein 
dwelt Master Thomas Gore, a merchant famous for 
hospitality. On the west side of this Walbrooke 
street, over against the Stocks' market, is a part of 
the high street called the Poultrie, on the south 
side west till over against St. Mildrede's church, 
and the Skalding wike is of this ward. Then down 
again Walbruoke street some small distance, is 
Buckles bury, a street so called of Buckle, that 
sometime was owner thereof, part of which street 
on both sides, three or four houses, to the course of 
the brook, is of this ward, and so down Walbrooke 
street to the south corner ; from thence west down 
Budge row some small distance, to an alley, and 
through that alley south by the west end of St. 
John's church upon Walbrooke, bv the south side 
and east end of the same again to Walbrooke comer. 

This parish church is called St. John upon Wal- 
brooke, because the west end thereof is on the 
very bank of Walbrooke, by Horseshew bridge, in 
Horseshew bridge street. This church was also 
lately new built ; for about the year 1412, hcense 
was granted by the mayor and commonalty to the 
parson and parish, for enlarging thereof, with a 
piece of ground on the north part of the choir, 
twenty-one feet in length, seventeen feet and three 
inches in breadth, and on the south side of the 
choir one foot of the common soil. There be no 
monuments in this church of any account, only I 
have learned, William Cobarton, skinner, who gave 
lands to that church, was there buried 1410, and 
John Stone, tailor, one of the sheriffs 1464, was 
likewise buried there. 

On the south side of Walbrooke ward, from 
Candlewicke street, in the mid way betwixt Lon- 
don stone and Walbrooke comer, is a little lane 
with a turnpike in the midst thereof, and in the 
same a proper parish church, called St. Mary 



Bothaw, or Boatehaw by the Erber ; this church 
being near unto the Downegato on the river of 
Thames, hath the addition of Boathaw or Boat 
haw, of near adjoining to a haw or yard, wherein of 
old time boats were made, and landed from Downe- 
gato to be mended, as may be supposed, for other 
reason I find none why it should be so called. 
Within this church, and the small cloister adjoin- 
ing, divers noblemen and persons of worship have 
been buried, as appeareth by arms in the windows, 
the de£&ced toml», and print of plates torn up and 
carried away: there remain only of John West, 
esquire, buried in the year 1408 ; Thomas Huytley, 
esquire, 1539, but his monument is defikced since ; 
Lancelot Bathurst, &c. 

The Erbar is an ancient place so called, but not 
of Walbrooke ward, and therefore out of that lane 
to Walbrooke comer, and then down till over 
against the south comer of St. John's church upon 
Walbrooke. And this is all that I can say of 
Walbrooke ward* It hath an alderman, and his 
deputy, common councillors eleven, constables nine, 
scavengers six, for the wardmote inquest thirteen, 
and a beadle. It is taxed to the fifteen in London 
to 33^. 5«.* 

DOWNEOATE WARD. 

DowNEGATB ward beginneth at the south end of 
Walbrooke ward over against the east comer of 
St. John's church upon Walbrooke, and descendeth 
on both the sides to Downegate on the Thames, and 
is so called of that down gomg or descending there- 
unto ; and of this Downgate the ward taketh 
name. This ward tumeth into Thames street 
westward, some ten houses on a side to the course 
of Walbrooke, but east in Thames street on both 
sides to Ebsate lane, or Old Swan, tlie land side 
whereof hatn many lanes turning up, as shall be 
shown when I come to them. 

But first to begin with the high street called 
Dowgate ; at the upper end Uiereof is a fair con- 
duit of Thames water, castellated, and made in the 
year 1568, at charges of the citizens, and is called 
the conduit upon Downegate. The descent of this 
street is such, that in the year 1574, on the 4tli of 
September, in the afternoon, there fell a storm of 
rain, where through the channelssuddenly arose, and 
ran with such a swift course towards the common 
shores, that a lad of eighteen yeaiv old, minding to 
have leapt over the channel near unto the said con- 
duit, was taken with the stream, and carried from 
thence towards the Thames with such a violence, 
that no man with staves or otherwise could stay him, 
till he came against a cart wheel that stood in the 
said Watergate, before which time he was drowned, 
and stark dead. 

On the west side of this street is the Tallow- 
chandlers' hall, a proper house, which company 
was incorporated in the 2d year of Edward IV. 

Somewhat lower standeth the Skinners' hall, a 
fair house, which was sometime called Copped hall, 
by Downegate, in the parish of St. John upon Wal- 
brooke. In the 19th year of Edward II., Ralph 
Cobham possessed it with five shops, &c. f 

* " In London to forty pound, and in the Exchequer to 
thirty-nine pound." — \tt edition, p. 181. 

i The origin and history of the Skinners' Company are 
treated of at great length in Herbert's Twelve Literf Comptt- 
niet of London, ii. 299, et seq. ; from which it appears that 
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This company of Skinnen in London were incor- 
porate by Edw»rd III. in the li»t of his reign ; 
they had two brotherhoods of Corpus Christi, viz. 
<Hie at St. Mary Spittle, the other at St. Mary 
Bethlem without Bisnopsgate. Richard I L, in the 
1 8th of his reign, granted them to make their two 
bnitherhoods one, by Uie name of the fraternity of 
Corpus Christi. Of Skinners, divers royal persons 
were named to be founders and brethren of this 
fraternity, to wit, kings six, dukes nine, earls two, 
lords one. Kings, Edward IIL, Richard II., 
Henry IV., Henry V., Henry VL, and Edward IV. 
This fraternity had also once every year, on Corpus 
Christi day afternoon, a procession passed through 
tlM principal streets of tlie city, wherein was borne 
more than one hundred torches of wax (costly 
garnished) burning light, and above two hundred 
clerks ana priests, in surplices and copes, singing. 
Alter the which were the sheriffs' servants, the 
clerks of the compters, chaplains for the sheriffs, 
the mayor's sergeants, the counsel of the city, the 
Diayor and aldermen in scarlet, and then the Skin- 
ners in their best liveries. Thus much to stop the 
tongues of unthankful men, such as used to ask. 
Why have ye not noted this, or that ! and give no 
thanks for what is done. 

Then lower down was a college of priests, called 
Jesus' Commons, a house well furnished with brass, 
pewter, napery, plate, &c. besides a fair libraiy 
well stored with books, all which of old time was 
given to a number of priests that should keep 
commons there, and as one left his place, by 
deatli or otherwise, another should be admitted 
into his room, but this order within this thirty 
years being discontinued, the said house was dis- 
solved, and turned to tenements. 

Down lower have ye Elbow lane ; and at the 
earner thereof was one great stone house, called 
Olde hall ; it is now taken down, and divers fair 
houses of timber placed there. This was sometime 
pertaining to William de Pont le Arch, and by him 
given to the priory of St. Mary Overy in South- 
wark, in the reign of Henry I. In this Elbow lane 
is the Innholders' hall, and other fair houses ; this 
lane runneth west, and suddenly tumeth south into 
Thames street, and therefore of that bending is 
called Elbow lane. On the east side of this Downe- 
gate street is the great old house before spoken of, 
called the Erber, near to the church of St. Mary 
Bothaw ; Geffrey Scroope held it by the gift of 
Edward III., in the 14th of his reign ; it belonged 
since to John Nevell, Lord of Habie, then to 
Richard Nevell, Earl of Warwick ; Nevell, Earl of 
SaUsburie, was lodged there 1457 ; then it came to 
George Duke of Clarence, and his heirs male, by 
ihe gift of Edward IV., in the 14th of his reign. 
It was lately new built by Sir Thomas I'ullison, 
mayor, and was afterward inhabited by Sir Francis 
Drake, that famous mariner. Next to this great 
house is a lane turning to Bush lane, (of old time 
called Carter lane, of carts and carmen having 
stables there,) and now called Chequer lane, or 
Chequer alley, of an inn called the Cliequcr. 

In Thames street, on the Thames side, west 
fipom Downegate, is Greenewitch lane, of old time 
so called, and now Frier lane, of such a sign there 



I the present acting charter of the company is that which was 
' franted to them by Jamet I. in the 4th year of his reij^n. 



set up. In tliis lane is the Joiners' hall, and other 
&ir houses. 

Then is Grantham's lane, so called of John 
Grantham, sometime mayor, and owner thereof, 
whose house was very large and strong, built of 
stone, as appeareth by gates arched, yet remaining. 
Raph Dodmer, lirst a brewer, then a mercer, 
mayor 1529, dwelt there, and kept his mayoralty 
in that house ; it is now a brewhouse as it was afore. 

Then is Dowgate, whereof is si>oken in another 
place. East from this Dowgate is Cosin lane, 
named of William Cosin that dwelt there in the 4th 
of Richard II., as divers his predecessors, father, 
grandfather, &.c. had done before him. William 
Cosin was one of the eheriffs in the year 13U6. 
That house standeth at the south end of the lane, 
having an old and artificial conveyance of Thames 
water into it, and is now a dyehouse called Lam- 
bard's messuage. Adjoining to that house there 
was lately erected an eng^e to convey Thames 
water unto Down^ate conduit aforesaid. 

Next to this lane, on the east, is the Steelyard, 
as they term it, a place for merchants of Almaine, 
that used to bring hither as well wheat, rye, and 
other grain, as cables, ropes, masts, pitch, tar, flax, 
hemp, linen cloth, wainscots, wax, steel, and other 
pn)iitable merchandises. Unto these merchants, 
in the year 1259, Henry III., at the request of his 
brother Richard, Earl of Comewell, king of Al- 
maine, granted that all and singular the merchants, 
having a house in the city of London, commonly 
called GuUda Aula TketUonieorum, should be main- 
tained and upholden through the whole realm, by 
all such freedoms, and free usages, or liberties, as 
by the king and his noble progenitors' time Uiey 
had and enjoyed, &c. Edwai*d I. renewed and 
confirmed that charter of liberties granted by his 
father. And in the 10th year of the same Eklward, 
Henry Wales being mayor, a great controversy did 
arise between the said mayor, and the merchants 
of the Haunce of Almaine *, about the reparations 
of Bishopsgate, then likely to fall, for that the said 
merchants enjoyed divers privileges in respect of 
maintaining the said gate, which they now denied 
to repair ; for the appeasing of which controversy 
the king sent his writ to the treasurer and barons 
of his Exchequer, commanding that they should 
make inquisition thereof ; before whom the mer- 
chants being called, when they were not able to 
discharge themselves, sith they enjoyed the liber- 
ties to them granted for the same, a precept was 
sent to the mayor and sheriffs to distrain the said 
merchants to make reparations, namely, Gerard 
Marbod, alderman of the Haunce, Ralph de Cus- 
sarde, a citizen of Colen, Ludcro de Denevar, a 
burgess of Trivar, John of Aras, a burgess of Tri- 
von, Bartram of Haraburdge, Godestalke of Hun- 
dondale, a burgess of Trivon, John de Dele, a bur- 

* The history of the Hanse merchants has hitherto 
received little attention in this country. Tliey are said by 
their German historians to have succeeded in establishing 
storehouses in London aa early as 1250; at Bruges in 1252; 
at Novogorod in 1272; and at Mons in 1278. See ftirther, 
Sartorius, Gtsehiekte dea Unprnngt der Deutaehtn Hatua, and 
its continuation by Dr. Lappenberg ; a translation of whose 
learned and valuable Hittory uf England is preparing by 
Benjamin Thorpe, Esq., the distinguished editor of the Anglo- 
Saxon Laws and InsUtuUt, and of that invaluable Anglo- 
Saxon MS.. Liber Exonien$i*, hitely published by the Society 
of Antiquaries. 
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geee of Munstar, then remaining in the said city of 
London, for themselves and all other merchants of 
the Haunce, and so they granted two hundred and 
ten marks sterling to the mayor and citizens, and 
undertook that they and their successors should 
from time to time repair the said gate, and bear 
the third part of the charges in money and men to 
defend it when need were. And for this agree- 
ment the said mayor and citizens granted to the 
said merchants deir liberties, which till of late 
they have enjoyed, as namely, amongst other, that 
they might lay up their grain which they brought 
into this realm in inns, and sell it in their gamers, 
by the space of forty days after they had laid it 
up, except by the mayor and citizens they were 
expressly forbidden, because of dearth, or other 
reasonable occasions. Also they might have their 
aldermen as they had been accustomed, foreseeing 
always that he were of the city, and presented to 
the mayor and aldermen of the city, so oft as any 
should be chosen, and should take an oath before 
them to maintain justice in their courts, and to 
behave themselves m their office according to law, 
and as it stood with the customs of the city. Thus 
much for their privileges ; whereby it appeareth 
that they were great merchants of com brought 
out of the east parts hither, insomuch that the 
occupiers of husbandry in this land were inforced 
to complain of them for bringing in such abund- 
ance when the com of this realm was at such an 
easy price ; whereupon it was ordained by parlia- 
ment, that no person should bring into any part of 
this realm, by way of merchandise, wheat, rye, or 
barley, growing out of the said realm, when the 
quarter of wheat exceed not the price of 6$. 8d,, 
rye 4«. the quarter, and barley 3«. the quarter, 
upon forfeiture the one half to the king, the other 
half to the seizor thereof. These merchants of 
Haunce had their Guildhall in Thames street in 
place aforesaid by the said Cosin lane. Their hall 
is large, built of stone, with three arched gates 
towards the street, the middlemost whereof is far 
bigger than the other, and is seldom opened, the 
other two be mured up ; the same is now called 
the old hall. 

Of later time, to wit, in the 6th of Richard II., 
they hired one house next adjoining to their old 
hall, which sometime belonged to Richard Lions, a 
famous lapidai'y) one of the sheriffs of London in 
the 49tli of Edward III., and in the 4th of Richard 
II., by the rebels of Kent, drawn out of that house 
and beheaded in West Cheap. This also was a 
great house with a large wharf on the Thames, and 
the way thereunto was called Windgoose, or Wild- 
ffoose lane, which is now called Windgoose alley, 
for that the same alley is for the most part built on 
by the stilyard merchants. 

The abbot of St Alban*8 had a messuage here 
with a key, given to him in the 34th of Henry VI. 
Then is one other great house, which sometime 
pertained to John Rainwell, stockfishmonger. mayor, 
and it was by him given to the mayor and common- 
alty, to the end that the profits thereof should be 
disposed in deeds of piety ; which house, in the 
15th of Edward IV., was confirmed unto the said 
merchants, in manner following, namely : — " It is 
ordained by our soveraigne lord and his parlia- 
ment, that the said marchants of Almaine, being of 
the companie called the (hiUdhcdl Tevtonicorum (or 



the Flemish gild), that now be, or hereafter shall 
be, shall have, hold, and enjoy, to them and their 
successors for ever, the said place called the Steel 
house, yeelding to Uie said mayor and oommunaltte 
an annuall rent of 'JOl. 3t. 4d, &c." 

In the year 1651, and the 5th of Edward VI., 
through complaint of the English merchants, the 
liberty of the steelyard merchants was seized into 
the king's hands, and so it resteth. 

Then is Church lane, at the west end of AUial- 
lowes church, called Alhallowes tlie More in 
Thames street, for a difference from Alhallowes 
the Less in the same street ; it is also called Alhal- 
lowes (td /ocHunt in the Ropery, because hay sold 
near thereunto at Hay wharf, and ropes of old 
time made and sold in the high street. This is a 
fair church, with a large cloister on the south side 
thereof about their churchyard, but fouUy defaced 
and ruinated. 

The church also hath had many fair monuments, 
but now defaced. There remaiueth in the choir 
some plates on grave stones — ^namely, of William 
Lichfield, D.D., who deceased the year 1 447 : he 
was a great student, and compiled many books, 
both moral and divine, in prose and in verse, 
namely, one intituled " The Complaint of God unto 
Sinful Man." He made in his time three thousand 
and eighty -three sermons, as appeared by his own 
handwriting, and were foimd when he was dead. 
One other plate there is of John Brickies, draper, 
who deceased in the year 1 451 ; he was a great bene- 
fiictcr to that church, and gave by his testament 
certain tenements to the relief of the poor, &e. 
Nicholas Loven and William Peston founded chan* 
tries there. 

At the east end of this church goeth down a lane 
called Hay wharf lane, now lately a great brew- 
house, built there by one Pot ; Henry Campion, 
esquire, a beer-brewer, used it, and Abraham his 
son now possesseth it. Then was there one other 
lane, sometime called Woolfe*s gate, now out of 
use ; for the lower part thereof upon the bank of 
Thames is built by the late Earl of Shrewsburie, 
and the other end is built on and stopped up by 
the chamberlain of London. John Butler, draper, 
one of the sheriffs in the year 1420, dwelt there ; 
he appointed his house to be sold, and the price 
thereof to bo given to the poor : it was of Alhal- 
lowes parish the less. Then is there the said 
parish church of Alhallowes called the Leas, and by 
some Alhallowes on the Cellars, for it standeth on 
vaults ; it is said to be built by Sir John Poultney, 
sometime mayor. The steeple and choir of this 
diurch standeth on an arched gate, being the entry 
to a great house called Cold Harbrough. The choir 
of late being fallen down, is now again at length, 
in the year 1594, by the parishioners new built 
Touching this Cold Harbrough, I find, that in the 
13th of Edward II., Sir John Abel, knight, demised 
or let unto Henry Stow, draper, all that his capital 
messuage called the Cold Harbrough, in the parish 
of All Saints adfcenwn, and all the appurtenances 
within the gate, with the key which Robert Hart- 
ford, citizen, son to William Hartford, had, and 
ought ; and the foresaid Robert jtaid for it the rent 
of thirty-three shillings the year. This Robert 
Hartford being owner thereof, as also of other 
lands in Surrey, deceasing without issue male, left 
two daughters his coheirs, to wit, Idonia, married 



to Sir Raph Bigot, and Maode, muried to Sir 
Stephen Coeeoton, knight^ between whom the uid 
bnuae and Unda were parted. After the whichf 
John Bigot, wn to the said Sir Ralph, and Sir John 
Giaentun, did Bell their moieties of Cold Har- 
brongh unto John PoulCney, aon nf Adam Poultney, 
the Bih of Edward HI. This Sir John Poultney 
dwelliDR in thi> bouse, and being four times mavnr, 
the raid honae took the name of Poultney's inn. 
Notwithstanding this. Sir John Poultnej-, Ihe aist 
nf Edward 1 1 [., bj his charter, gave and cim. 
firmed to Homlrej de Bohun, Earl oF Hertfunl 
and Enei, bis wbole tenement called Culd Ilar- 
bimgh, with all the tenements and key adjoining, 
and appartenances, sometime |>ertaining to Robert 
de Heivford, on the way called Hay wharf lane, &c. 
for one rose at Midmmmer*, to him and to his heirs 
for all senices, it the same were demanded. This 
^ John Poullney deceased 1340, and left iiiBue, 
by Marnret bis wife, William Poullney, who died 
I vithDutiHae,andMarnrEt his mother was married 
to Sir Nicholaa Lorel, knight, &c. Philip S.CIeare 
I i^Te two messuages pertaining to this Cold Har- 
1 bnngh in the Roperie, towards the enlarging of 
I the puish cbnrch and chnrchyard of Ail Samts, 
I aUad tfaa Len, in the 20th of Richard II. 
I Id the year 1307, the Slst of Richard 11, John 
I Hollaad, Earl of KDntingtoD,iraa lodged there, and 
Richard II., his brother, dined with him : it was 
then connted a right fair and stately house ; bnt in 
I Ibe next yew following I find that Edmond, Earl of 
Cambridge, was there lodged, notwitbslsndiQg the 
I lud botue still retained thename of Poultney's inn, 
j In the reign of Henry VI., the 26th of his reign. 
ItbeloDgedsmce toH. Halhwd, Dnke of Exceoter, 
I ud be was lodged there in the year li73. In the 
jear 1485, Richard III., by hia letters patent, 
I granted and i^re to John Writh, alias (iarter, 
I prineinl king of armi of Engliabmen, and to the 
if the king'i heralds and pDnmiranta of aims, 
. »t mi sail age, with the apportenancea, called 
Cold BarfaKHi^ in the pariah of Ail Sajnta the 
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IT Ihe 2d of March, aaao noai 
frime, without ttoe or fee. How the said heralds 
dnaiied tberewilli I have not read ; bat in the 
Kign of Henry VIII. the Bishop of Ihiriiam'a 
to M B nMT Charing cross, being taken into Ihe 
king's hand, Cntfabert Tmutal, Bnbop of Dnrfaam, 
I waa lodged in this Cold Harbrongh ; ainee the 
! ahkh time It hath belonged to the Earis of Shrewa- 
i Inrie, by eompudtioQ (as ia sappoaed) from the aaid 
Ctithbert Tanetall. The last deceaaed earl took it 
I down, and in place thereof built a great number of 
anall lenementa now letten oat lor great renta to 
: people of all snrta. 

I Then is Ihe Dyera' ball, whieh company waa 
i Blade a brotherhood or gnild, in the 4th of Henry 
YI., and appointed to consist of a goardian ur 
I warden, and a eommonally, the 12th of Edward 
I IV. Then be there diien large brewhonsee and 
I Mhen, till yon come to Ebgate lane, where that 



ward endeth in the east. Uu the north side of 

Thames street be divers lanes also ; Iho flnt is a 
the south end of Elbow lane, before spoken of, wet 
from Downegate, over against Greenwich laoe 
then be diveni fair houees for merchanta and 
otheie all along that mie. The next lane east from 
Downegate is called Bush lane, which lumelb up 
to Candlewieke street, and is of Downegate trard. 
Next is Suffolke lane, likwise turning up to Candle- 
wii he street. In this lane is one notable grammar 
school, founded in the year lAfll by the master, 
wardens, and awistantii, of the Mercliant-Tailors, 
in Ihe parish of St. Laurence Poultney ; Richard 
Hilles, sometime master of that company, ha' ' 
before given UNW. towards the purclutse of a ho 
called Uio manor of the Rose, sometime belonging 
to the Duke of Buckingham, wherein the said 
school ia kept *. Then is there one other laoe 
which tumeth up to St. Laurence hill, and to the 
south-west comer of St. Laurence churchyard ; 
then one other lane called Poullney lane, that goeth 
up of this ward to the south-eaat corner of St. Lau- 
rence clinrchyard, and s>i down again, and to the 
west comer of St. Martin Orgar lane, and over 
against Ebgate lane ; artd this is all of Downgate 
■HtiiA, the thirteenth in number lying east from ' 
water-cuurse of Walbmok, and hath not any 
house on the west side of the aaid brook. It h 
an aldcrtnan, his deputy, common councillors n 
constables eight, scavengers live, for the wardmote 
inquest fourteen, and a beadle. It ia taxed to the 
fifteen eight and-twenty pounds i-. 



Now I am to apeak of the other wards, twelve 
number, all lying on the west side of the eoorw 
Walbrooke. And hrst of Vintry ward, so called of 
rintnete, and of the rintry, a part of the bank of 
the river of Thames, where the merchanta of Bnr- 
deanx craned their wines out of lighten and other 
veasels, and there landed and made sale of them 
within forty days after, until the IBlh of Edward 1., 
at which tune the said merchants complained that 
(hey could not sell their wines, paying poundage, 
neither hire bousea or cellars to lay tbem in ; — ' 
it was redressed by vurtue of the king's ■ 
directed to the mayor and sheriff of London, dated 
at Carlaveroke, or Carliala, since the which time 
many fair and large houses, with vaults and eellara 
' stowage of wines, and lodging of the Durdeaui 



merchants ha ve been built in 
were cooks' " " ~ 

of Henry I 



re before time 

B riter*! udis, 
•old 



writeth, that upon 
Detween uie wine in ^ipa, and the w; 
in tavems, was a commim ciokery oi 
Ac., as in another place 1 have set down ; whereby 
it sppeaieth, that in those days (and till of la|- 
time) every man lived by hia professed trade, n 
any one interrupting another : the eooka drwacd 
meat, and sold n ' 
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of Downegate ward, as the water-ooune of Wal- 
brooke parteth them, to wit, at Grantham's lane, 
on the Thames side, and at Elbow lane on the land 
side ; it runneth alone in Thames street west some 
three houses beyond me Old Swanne, a brewhouse, 
and on the land side some three houses west beyond 
St. James' at Oarlicke Hith. In breadth this 
ward stretcheth from the Vintry, north to the wall 
of the west gate of the Tower Royall ; the other 
north part is of Cordwayner street ward. Out of 
this Royal street, by the south gate of Tower 
Royall, runneth a small street east to St John's upon 
Walbrooke, which street is called Horshew bridge, 
of such a bridge sometime over the brook there, 
which is now vaulted over. Then from the said 
south gate west, runneth one other street, called 
Knight riders' street, by St. Thomas Apostle's 
church on the north side, and Wringwren lane by 
the said church, at the west end thereof, and to the 
east end of the Trinitie church in the said Knight- 
riders' street, where this ward endeth on that south 
side the street ; but on the north side it runneth 
no further than the comer against the new built 
tavern and other houses, in a plot of ground where 
sometime stood Ormond place ; yet have ye one 
other lane lower down in Royall street, stretching 
from over against St. Michael's church, to, and by 
the north side of St. James' church by Oarlicke 
Hith ; this is called Kerion lane. And thus much 
for the bounds of Vintry ward. Now, on the 
Thames' side, west from Grantham's lane, have 
ye Herber lane, or Brikels' lane, so called of John 
Brikels, sometime owner thereof. 

Then is Simpson's lane, of one Simpson, or Em- 
peror's head Ume, of such a sign. Then the Three 
Cranes' lane, so called not only of a sign of three 
cranes at a tavern door, but rather of three strong 
cranes of timber placed on the Vintry wharf by 
the Thames side, to crane up wines there, as is 
afore showed. This lane was of old time, to wit, 
the 9th of Richard II., called The Painted Tavern 
lane, of the tavern being painted. 

Then next over against St. Martin's church, is a 
large house built of stone and timber, with vaults 
for the stowage of wines, and is called the Vintry. 
There dwelt John Gisers, vintner, mayor of Lou- 
don, and constable of the Tower, and then was 
Henry Picard, vintner, mayor. In this house 
Henry Picard feasted four kings in one day (as in 
my Summary I have showed). Then next is Van- 
ner's lane, so called of one Vanner that was owner 
thereof; it is now called Church lane, of the coming 
up from the wharf to St. Martin's church. Next 
is Brode lane, for that the same is broader for the 
passage of carts from the Vintrie wharf, than be 
the other lanes. At the north-west comer of this 
lane is the Parish Clerks' hall, lately by them pur- 
chased, since they lost their old hall in Bishopsgate 
street. Next is Spittle lane, of old time so caOed, 
since Stodie's lane, of the owner thereof named 
Stodie. Sir John Stodie, vintner, mayor in the 
year 1357} g&ve it with lUl the quadrant wherein 
Vintners' hall now staudeth, with the tenements 
round about unto the Vintners ; the Vintners built 
for themselves a fair hall, and also thirteen alms 
houses there for thirteen poor people, which are 
kept of charity rent free. 

Tlic Vintners in London were of old time called 
Merchant-vintners of 'Gascoync ; and so I read 



them in the records of Edward II., the 1 1th year, 
and Edward III., the 9th year : they were as well 
Englishmen as strangers bom beyond the seas, bnt 
then subjects to the kings of England, great Bur- 
deaux merchants of Graseoyne and French wines, 
divers of them were mayors of this city, namely 
John Adrian, vintner, Reginold at condoity John 
Oxenford, Hen. Picard, tluU feasted tlie kings of 
England, France, Scotland, and Cypres, John 
Stcdie, that gave Stodie's lane to the Vintners ; 
which four last named were mayors in the reign of 
Edward III. : and yet Gascoyne wines were then 
to be sold at London not above fonrpenee, nor Rhe- 
nish wine above sixpence the gallon. I read of 
sweet wines, that in the 50th of Edward III., John 
Peachie, fishmonger, was accused, for that he pro- 
cured a license for the only sale of them in Ixmdfm ; 
which notwithstanding he justified by law, he was 
imprisoned and fined. More, I read, that in the 
6th of Henry VI., the Lombards corrupting their 
sweet wines, when knowledge thereof came to John 
Rainwell, mayor of London, he in divers places of 
the city oonmianded the heads of the butts and other 
vessels in the open streets to be broken, to the 
number of one hundred and fifty, so that the liquor 
running forth, passed through the city like a stream 
of rain water, m the sight of all the people, from 
whence there issued a most loathsome savour. 

I read, in the reign of Henry VII., that no sweet 
wines wore brought into this realm but Malmesies 
by the Longabu^ paying to the king for his 
license six shillings and eight pence of every butt, 
besides twelvepence for bottle large. I remember 
within this fifty-four years Malmsey not to be sold 
more than one penny halfpenny the pint. For 
proof whereof, it appeareth in the chunm book of 
St. Andrew Undershafte, that in the year 1647 
I. G. and S. K., then churchwardens, for eighty 
pints of Malmsey spent in the church, after one 
penny halfpenny the pint, paid at the year's end 
for the same ten shillings. More, I remember that 
no sacks were sold but Rumney,and that for medi- 
cine more than for drink, but now many kinds of 
sacks are known and used. And so much for wines. 

For the Vintry, to end therewith *, I read, that 
in the reign of Henry IV., the young prince 
Henry, Thomas Duke of Clarence, John Duke of 
Bedford, and Humfrey Duke of Glocester, the 
king's sons, being at supper among the merchants 
of London in the Vintry, in the house of Lewes 
John, Henry Scogan sent to them a ballad b^[in- 
ning thus : — 

" My noble sonnes and eke my lords desre, 
I your father, called unworthily. 
Send unto you this ballad following here, 
Written with mine own hsnd ftill rudely, 
Although it be that I not reverently 
Have written to your estates, I you pray 
Mine uncunning, taketh benignely, 
For God's sake, and hearken what I ny." 

Then fellow in like metre twenty-three staves, 
containing a persuasion from losing of time follily 
in lust and vice, but to spend the same in virtue 
and godliness, as ye may read in Geffrey Chawcer's 
works lately printed. The successors of those 

* Consult, for ftirther history of the Vintners* oompaoy, 
and much valuable illustration of Stow's narrative, Herbert's 
Twelve Livery Companiea of London ^ it 625, et scq. 
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vintnen and wine-dimwera that i^tailed by the 
gallons, pottle, quart, and pint, were all incorpo- 
rated by the name of Wine-tunners * in the reign 
of Edward III., and confirmed m the 16th of 
Henry VI. 

Next is Palmer's lane, now called Anchor lane ; 
die Plombera have their hall there, but are tenants 
to the Vintners. Then is Worcester house, some- 
time belonging to the Earls of Worcester, now 
divided into many tenements ; the Fruiterers have 
their hall there. Then is the Old Swan, a great 
brewhouse. And this is all on the Thames'^ side 
that I can note in this ward. 

On the land side is the Royall street and Pater- 
noster lane, I think of old time called Arches ; for 
I read that Robert de Suffolke gave to Walter 
Darford his tenement with the appurtenance in 
the lane called Les Arches, in the parish of St 
Michael de Paternoster church, between the wall 
of the field called Winchester field on the east, and 
the same lane on the West, &c More, I read of 
a stone house called Sto da de Winton juxta Sten- 
den bridge, which in that lane was over Walbrooke 
water. 

Then is the fair parish church of St. Michael 
called Paternoster church in the RoyalL This 
church was new built, and made a college of St. 
Spirit and St. Mary, founded by Richard Whit- 
ington, meroerf, four times mayor, for a master. 



* In this place, in the first edition, oocnrs the following 
passsicet whkh is at once explanatory of Stow's reafton for 
not entering more fully into the history of the several Com- 
paniea, and highly illustrative of that spirit of inquiry and 
anxiety fiv truth which gives so great a charm to his narra- 
tive. 

** Having thus much, not withont travail and some 
charges, noted tn the antiqtiitie of the Vintners, about two 
years sine* or more I repajrred to the common-haU of that 
co m p an y, and there showed and read it in a court of assist- 
ance, requiring them, as being one of the principal compa- 
nies in the citie (of whom I meant therefore to write the 
more at large) that if they knew any more which might 
sound to their worship or commendation, at their leisure to 
send It me, and I would Joyne it to my former collection ; at 
which time I was answered by some that tooke upon them 
the speech, that they were none of the principall, but of the 
inferior eompanies; and so willing me to leave them, I 
departed, and never since heard ttom them, which hath 
somewhat discouraged me anyfiuther to travail amongst the 
companlaa to leame ought at their handes.** — 1«< tdUion, 
p. 191. 

His comment (in a side note) is equally worth preserving : 
*' The readiest to speake not alwaies the wisest men." 

j The nursery story of " l¥hittiiigton and his Cat," the 
main incident of which is one of the most remarkaUe and 
wide-sf^ead in the whole circle of legendary lore, as the 
reader may learn from Kelghtley's Talet and Popular Fie- 
tious, allbrds striking evidence of the influence of national 
ctiaracter upon the popular tales of a country. Neither in the 
BibtiotMqme BUut of the French, nor in any of the German 
ro/ibMieA«rls there to be found any similar tale, developing, 
»M this obviously does, the two grand principles of action which 
distinguish the merchants of England— integrity and perse- 
verance. Tales of love, and tales of war, are there in plenty ; 
bnt a tale in which the success of the hero is made to depend 
upon the happy issue of a commercial enterprise, could only 
be expected to have its rise among a people whom Buonar 
parte, in the bitterness of his heart, designated " a nation of 
shopkeepers." 

The earliest narrative of Richard Whittington's adven* 
tores is in Johnson's Crown Garland of Golden Ro$et, 1612 ; 



four fellows — masters of art, clerks, conducts, cho- 
rists, &.C. and an alms house called God's house, or 
hospital, for thirteen poor men, one of them to be 
tutor, and to have sixteen pence the week ; the other 
twelve, each of them to have fourteen pence the 
week for ever, with other necessary provisions, a 
hutch with three locks, a common seal, &c These 
were bound to pray for the good estate of Richard 
Whitington and Alice his wife, their founders, and 
for Sir William Whitington, knight, and Dame 
Joan his wife, and for Hugh Fitzwaren, and Dame 
Molde his wife, the fiithers and mothers of the 
said Richard Whitington and Alice his wife, for 
King Richard II., and Thomas of Woodstocke, 
Duke of Glocester, special lords and promoters of 
the said Richard Whitington, &c. The license 
for this foundation was granted by King Henry IV., 
the 11th of his reign, and in the 12th of the same 
king's reign, the mayor and commonalty of London 
granted to Richard Whitington a vacant piece of 
ground, thereon to build his college in the Royall, 
all which was confirmed by Henry VI., the Sid of 
his reign, to John Coventrie, Jenkin Carpenter, and 
William Grove, executors to Richard Whitington. 
This foundation was again confirmed by parliament, 
the 10th of Henry VI., and was suppreued by the 
statute of Edward VI. 

The alms houses, with the poor men, do remain, 
and are paid by the Mercers. This Richard Whit- 
ington was in this church three times buried : first 
by his executors under a fair monument ; then in 
the reign of Eldward VI., the parson of that church, 
thinking some great riches (as he said) to be buried 
with him, caused his monument to be broken, his 
body to be spoiled of his leaden sheet, and again 
the second time to be buried ; and in Uie reign of 
Queen Mary the parishioners were forced to take 
him up, to lap him in lead as afore, to bury him 
the thiid time, and to place his monument, or the 
like, over him again, which remaineth, and so he 
reeteth. Thomas Windford, alderman, was buried 
in this church 1448 ; Arnold Macknam, vintner, a 
merchant of Burdeaux, 1467 ; Sir Heere Tanke, or 
Hartancleux, knight of the garter, bom in Almayne, 
a noble warrior in Henry V. and Henry VI. days ; 
Sir Edmond Mulshew, knight, near to Thomas 
Cokham, recorder of London ; the Lady Kyme ; 
Sir William Oldhall, knight, 1460 ; William Bar- 
nocke ; Sir John Yong, grocer, mayor 1466 ; 
Agnes, daughter to Sir John Yong, first married to 
Robert Sherington, after to Robert Mulleneux, then 
to William Cheyney, esquire ; John Having, gen- 
tleman ; William Roswell, esquire ; William rostar, 
clerk of the crown, 1520 ; Sir William Bayly, 
draper, mayor 1533, with Dame Katherine his 
wife, leaving sixteen children ; John Haydon, 
mercer, sheriff 1682, who gave legacies to the 

but a still earlier allusion to the '* £unous fable of Whit- 
tington and his puss," is in the plajr of Sastvard Hoe, writ- 
ten soon after 1603 ; and the popularity of the story is shown 
by Granger (Bioffrt^ieal HUtorf of England, i. 65), who, 
describing the print of Whittington, engraved by Elstrake, 
in which he is represented in a collar of SS, with his right 
hand on a cat, adds : — 

" The cat has been Inserted, as the common people did 
not care to buy the print without it: there was none origi- 
nally in the plate, but a skull in the place of it. I have seen 
only two prooft of the portrait in its first state, and these 
were fine impressions." 
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thirteen alms men, and oUierwise, for a lec- 
ture. 

At the upper end of this street is the Tower 
Royall, whereof that street taketh name. This 
Tower and great place was so called of pertaining 
to the kings of this realm, hut by whom the same 
was first built, or of what antiquity continued, I 
have not read more than that in the reign of Ed- 
ward I., the 2d, 4th, and 7th years, it was the tene- 
ment of Symon Beawmes ; also, that in the 36th of 
Edward III., the same was called the Roy all, in 
the parish of St Michael de Paternoster, and that 
in the 43d of his reign, he gave it by the name of 
his inn, called the Royall, in the city of London, in 
value twenty pounds by year, unto his college of 
St. Stephen at Westminster ; notwithstanding, in 
the reign of Richard II. it was called the Queen's 
Wardrobe, as appeareth by this that foUoweth : — 
King Richard havins in Smithfield overcome and 
dispersed his rebels, ne, his lords, and all his com- 
pany, entered the city of London, with great joy, 
aud went to the lady princess his mother, who was 
then lodged in the Tower Royall, called tlie Queen's 
Wardrobe, where she had remained three days and 
two nights, right sore abashed ; but when she saw 
the king her son she was greatly rejoiced, and said, 
** Ah, son I what great sorrow have I suffered for 
you this day !** The king answered and said, '* Cer- 
tainly, madam, I know it well ; but now rejoice, 
and thank God, for I have this day recovered mine 
heritage, and the realm of England, which I had 
near hand lost." 

This tower seemeth to have been at that time of 

food defence ; for when the rebels had beset the 
'ower of London, and got possession thereof, 
taking from thence whom they listed, as in my 
AnnaU I have shown, the princess being forced to 
fly, came to this Tower Royal, where she was 
lodged, and remained safe, as ye have heard ; and 
it may be also supposed that the king himself was 
at that time lodged there. I read, that in the year 
1336, Lyon King of Armonie, being chased out of 
his realm by the Tartarians, received innumerable 
gifts of the king and of his nobles, the king then 
lying in the Royall, where he also granted to the 
said king of Armonie, a charter of a thousand 
pounds by year during his life. This for proof 
may suffice that kings of England have been 
lodged in this tower, though the same of later time 
have been neglected and turned into stabline for 
the king's horses, and now letten out to divers 
men, and divided into tenements. 

In Horsebridge street is the Cutlars' hall. 
Richard de Wilehale, 1 295, confirmed to Paul Bute- 
lar this house and edifices in the pariah of St. 
Michael Paternoster church and St. John's upon 
Walbrooke, which sometime Lawrens Gisors and 
his son Peter Gisors did possess, and afterward 
Hugonis de Hingham, and lieth between the tene- 
ment of the said Richard towards the south, and 
the lane called Horseshew bridge towards the north, 
and between the way called Paternoster church on 
the west, and the course of Walbrooke on the east^ 
paying yearly one clove of Gereflowers ♦ at Eas- 
ter, and to tlie prior and convent of St. Mary 



* Thia is an initanoe of tenure hy the yearly payment 
of a flower similar to that recorded in page 89. The flower 
a'.luded to is a pink or carnation, the etou degiio/re, of the 



Overy six shillings. This house sometime belonged 
to Simon Dolesly, grocer, mayor 1369. They of 
this company were of old time divided into three 
arts or sorts of workmen : to wit, the first were 
smiths, forgers of blades, and therefore called 
bladers, and divers of them proved wealthy men, as 
namely, Walter Nele, blader, one of the shenflfs 
the 12th of Edward III., deceased 1352, and 
buried in St James' Garlicke Hith ; he left lands 
to the mending of high ways about London, betwixt 
Newgate and Wicombe, Aldgate and Chelmesford, 
Bishopsgate and Ware, Southwark and Rochester, 
&c. The second were makers of hafts, and other- 
wise gamishers of blades. The third sort were 
sheathmakers, for swords, daggers, and knives. In 
the 10th of Henry IV. certain ordinances were 
made betwixt the bladers and the other cutlers ; 
and in the 4th of Henry VI. they were all three 
companies drawn into one fraternity or brother- 
hood by the name of Cutlers. 

Then is Knightriders' street, so called (as is sup- 
posed) of knights well armed and mounted at the 
Tower Royall, riding from thence through that 
street west to Creed lane, and so out at Lndgate 
towards Smithfield, when they were there to 
tourney, joust, or otherwise to show activities 
before the king and states of the realm. 

In this street is the parish church of St Thomas 
Apostle, by Wringwren lane, a proper church, but 
monuments of antiquity be there none, except 
some arms in the windows, as also in the stone 
work, which some suppose to be of John Bams, 
mercer, mayor of London in the year 137l> a gv^&t 
builder thereof ; H. Causton, merchant, was a 
benefactor, and had a chantry there about 1396 ; 
T. Roman, mayor 1310, had also a chantry there 
1319 ; Fitzwilliams, also a benefactor, had a 
chantry there. More, Sir William Littlesbery, 
cUicu Home (for King Edward IV. so named him, 
because he was a most excellent blower in a horn) ; 
he was a salter and merchant of the staple, mayor 
of London in the year 1487, and was buried in Uiis 
church, having appointed by his testament the bells 
to be changed for four new bells of good tune and 
sound, but that was not performed ; he gave five 
hundi^ marks to the repairing of highways 
betwixt London and Cambridge; his dwelling- 
house, with a garden and appurtenances in the said 
parish to be sold, and bestowed in charitable 
actions, as his executors would answer before God ; 
his house, called the George, in Bred street, he 
gave to the Salters, they to find a priest in the said 
church, to have 61. 13f. 4d, the year, to every 
preacher at Paul's cross and at the Spittle foor- 
pence for ever ; to the pxisoners of Newgate, Lnd- 
gate, Marshalsey, and King's Bench, in victuals, 
ten shillmgs at Christmas, and ten shillings at 
Easter for ever ; which legacies are not performed. 



old French writers, and ehv« gUofrt of Chaucer. 8ee hte 
Romane* of Sir Thopa*— 

" Ther sprinj^n herhes grete and smale, 
The licoris and the setewale, 
And many a elove fih/rt." 

Tyrwhitt, in his notes upon the passage, interprets it " a 
clove tree, or the firuit of it" The common stock is called 
the gilliflower by the old herbalists, tmm the French ^jf^icr, 
but pinks and carnations, clove giU^owert, from smelling 
like the clove. 



is ckureh flf Sc 
^IpraihalL 



OF LONDON. 



Vintry wmrd. 

Churches of St. llartiD in the Vintij. 
and St. June* at Gartiek hithe. 
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William ShipCoo, Wiiliam Champneis, and John de 
Borford, had cfaantriea there ; John Martin, 
hatchery one oC the aheriflfsy was boned there 1533 ; 
Slc Theo west fratn the said church, on the same 
aide, waa one great measoage, aomethne called 
Iprea inn, ot William Iprea, a Fleming, the first 
boilder thenof. This William waa caUed ont of 
Flandefs, with a number of Flemings, to the aid of 
King Stephen against Maude the empresa, in the 
year 1 138, and grew in farour with the said king 
for hia aerricea, ao Our that he built this his house 
near Towar Royall, in the which tower it seemeth 
the king waa then lodged, as in the heart of the 
d^, lor hia more safety. 

Robert, Earl of Gloucester, brother to the em- 
prcaa, being taken, was coomiitted to the custody 
of thb William, to be kept in the cantle of Roches- 
ter, till King Stephen waa also taken, and then Uie 
one was deliTered in exchange for the other, and 
both aet free. Thia William <^ Ipres gave Edredes 
hithe, now called the Queen's hitlie, to the prior 
and canoas of the Holy Trinity in London : he 
faaaded the abbey of Boxley in Kent, &c In the 
first of Hemy II., the said William, with aU the 
other FleminsB, fearing the indignation of the new 
kin^ departed the land ; but it seemeth that the 
mid William was shortly called back again, and 
restored both to the king's &vour and to his old 
poasesBOiis here, ao that the name and family con- 
tinued long alter in thia realm, as may appear by 
this whidi foUoweth. 

In the year 1377, the 51st of Edward III., the 
dtizena of London, minding to haye destroyed John 
of Crannt, Duke of Lancaster, and Henrv Perde, 
twi-i»«i ^for cause ahown in my Annals), sought 
vp and down, and could not find them, for they 
were that day to dine with John of Ipres at his inn, 
whi^ the Londoners wist not of, but thought the 
dnke and marshal had been at the Savoy, and 
therefore posted thither ; but one of the duke's 
knights seeing these things, came in great haste to 
the place where the duke was, and after that he 
had knocked and oould not be let in, he said to 
Hareland the porter, ** If thou love my lord and 
thy life, open the gate f* with which words he gat 
entry, and with great fear he tells the duke, that 
witboat the gate were infinite numbers of armed 
men, and nnleaa he took great heed, that day would 
be bos last ; with which words the duke leapt so 
hastily from his oisters, that he hurt both his lees 
igniwrt the farm : wine was offered, but he could 
not drink for haste, and so fled with his fellow 
Henry Pereie out at a back gate, and entering the 
Thames, never stayed rowing until thev came to a 
bmse near the manor of Kenningtun, where at that 
time the princess lay with Richard the young 
prinee, before whom he made his complaint, &c. 

On the other side, I read of a messuage called 
Rmged halt King Henr>' VIII., the 32nd of his 
reign, gave the same, with four tenements adjoin- 
ing, unto Morgan Philip, cUku Wolfe, in the parish 
of St. Thomas Apostles, in London, &c. 

Over against Ipres inn, in Knight riders street, 
at the comer towards St. James at Garlicke hithe, 
was sometime a great bouse built of stone, and 
called Ormond place, for that it sometimes belonged 
to the Earls of Ormond. King Edward IV., in the 
5th of lus reign, gave to Elizabeth his wife the 
manor of Greenwich, with the tower and park, in 



the county of Kent. He also gave this tenement 
called Ormond pUce, with all the appurtenances to 
the same, situate in the parish of ScTrinitie in 
Knight riders street, in London. This house is now 
lately taken down, and divers fair tenements are 
built there, the comer house whereof is a tavern. 
Then lower down in Royall street is Kerion lane, of 
one Kerion sometime dwelling there. In this lane 
be divers hir houses for merchants, and amongst 
others is the Glaziers' hall. 

At the south comer of Ro^-all street is the fair 
parish church of St. ^lartin called in the Vintr}-, ' 
sometime called St. Martin de Beremand church. 
This church was new built about the year 1399 by ' 
the executors of Mathew Cttlumbars, a stranger 
bom, a Burdeaux merchant of Gasco^ne and French \ 
wines ; his arms remain yet in the east window, 
and are bietween a cheveron, three columbins. There 
lie buried in tliis church — -Sir John Gi»ors, mayor 
1311 ; Henry Gisora, his son, 1343, and John'Oi- 
sors, his brother, 1350 ; he gave to his son Thomas 
his great mansion-house called Gisors hall, in the 
parwh of St. Mildred, m Bread street. Thia Tho- 
mas had issue, John and Thomas ; John made a 
feoffment, and sold Gisors hall and other his lands 
in London, about the year 1386 ; Thomas deceased 
1395. Henry Vennar ; Bartholomew de la Vauch ; 
Thomas Comwalles, one of the sheriffs 1384 ; John 
Comwalles, esquire, 1436 ; John Mustrell, vintner, 
1424 ; WiUiam Hodson ; WUliam Castleton ; John 
Gray ; Robert Dalusse, barber, in the reign of 
Edward IV., with this epitaph : 

" Ai flowen in the Held thus pasieth life. 
Naked, then clothed, feeble In the end. 
It theweth l>y Robert Daluue, and Alison hit wife, 
Christ them save fhun the power of the fiend." 

Sir Raph Austrie, fishmonger, new roofed thia 
church with timber, covered it with lead, and 
beautifully glazed it : he deceased 1494, and was 
there buric^d with his two wives ; Raph Austrie, 
his son, gentleman ; William Austrie, and other of 
that name ; Bartrand, wife to Grimond Descure, 
esquire, a Gascoyne and merchant of wines, 1494 ; 
Thomas Batson ; Alice Fowler, daughter and heir 
to Jo|m Howton, i^ife to John Hulton ; James 
Bartlet, and Alice his wife ; William Fennor ; Ro- 
ger Cotton ; Robert Stocker ; John Pemberton ; 
Philip de PUwae ; John Stapleton ; John Morti- 
mer ; William Lee ; William Hamsteed ; William 
Stoksbie, and Gilbert March, had chantries there. 

Then is the parish church of St. James, called at 
Garlick hithe, or Garlicke hive ; for that of old 
time, on the bank of the river of Thames, near to 
this church, garlick was usually sold. This in a 
proper chiurh, whereof Ricliaxnl Rothing, one of 
the sheriffs 13*i6, is Haid to be the new builder, and 
lieth buried in the same : so was Waltar Nele, 
blader, one of the sheriffs 1337 ; John of Oxenford, 
vintner, mayor 1341. I read, in the 1st of Edward 
III., that this John of Oxenford gave to the priory 
of the Holy Trinity in London two tofta of land, one 
mill, fifty acres of land, two acres of wchmI, with the 
appurtenances, in Kentish town, in value SOf . Srf. by 
year. Richard Goodchcape, John de Crcesingham, 
and John Wliitthome, and U*fore them, Galfrid 
Mondoy, 1281, founded a chantry there. 

Monuments n>maining theiv : Robert Gnlieter, 
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nquire, nuiyor of NewcMtle-upon-Tyne ISIO ; 
John GiH>rB ; William Tiligham ; Julia Stanley ; 
Lord Stnnge, eldest son V the E&rl at Derby, 
1503 ; Nicholu Stath&m ; Robert de Luton, 1361 ; 
Richud Lionii, a famoiu merehuit of wines, and • 
Upiduy, mnnetinie one of the aherifla, beheaded in 
Ch»pe bv Wat Tyler uid other rebels in the year 
1381 ', his picture on hie gntve-atone, very &ir and 
large, i« with his bur rounded bj hia ears, and 
curled ; • little beard forked ; a gown, girt to him 
down to his feet, of brmnched damaak, wrought with 
the likeneH of floweia ; a large purae on bis right 
aidfl, hanging in a belt from his left shoulder ; a 
plain hood about his neck, covering his shoulders, 
and hanging back behind him. Sir John Wrotch. 
fiBbmunger, rcayor 1361, deceased 1407; Thomas 
Stonarde, of Oxfordshire ; John Bromer, fishmon- 
sldermui 147^ 1 the Lady Stanley, mother to 
Lord Strange ; the Countess of Huntington ; 
the Lady Ilarbert ; Sir Georae Stanley ; Gilbert 
Bovet, 1398 ; a Countess of Worcester, and one of 
her children; William More, vintner, ouiyor 139S ; 
iamVeDor,gnKtr,mayorl389i Robert Chich- 
ley, mayor 1121 ; James Spencer, vintner, mayor 
1543 ; Richard Fiat, brewer, founded a Ine school 
there 1601. 

And thus an end of Vintry ward, which hath an 
aldennan, with a deputy, cummon councillors nine, 
constables nine, scavenger* four, wardmote inquest 
fourteen, and a beadle. It ia taxed to the fifteen * 
tt el. 13i. *d. 



Tbe next is Cordwainer street ward, taking that 
name of cordwainem, or shoemakers, carriers, and 
workers of leather, dwelling there ; for it appeareth 
in the records of Henry Vl., the 9th of his reign, 
(hat an order was taken then for cordwainera and 
curriers in Corney street and Sopara lane. 

This ward beginneth in the eaat, on the Heat side 
of Walbrook, and tumetfa west through Budge row 
(ft street so called of the Badge fnrre, and of skin- 
ners dwelling there), then up by St. Anthony's 
church through Aetheling (or Noble suvet), as 
nd termeth it, commonly called Wathling 
street, to the Red Lion, a place so called of a great 
tioD of timber placed there at a gate, entering a 
Urge court, wherein are divers fair and large nhops, 
well famished with broad cloths and other drape- 
ries of all sorts, to be sold : and this is the farthest 
west part of this ward. 

On the south side of this street from Budge row 
lieth a lane taming down by the west gate of the 
Tower Royal, and to the south end of the stone 
wall beyond (he said gale is of this ward, and is ac- 
counted a pnrt of the Royal street : against this 
west gale of the Tower Koyal is one other lane 
that runneth west to Cordwainer street, and this is 
called Tumebsse lane ; on the south side whereof 
t piece of Wringwrea lane, to the north-west 
corner of St. Thomas Chunh the Apostle. Then 
again, out of the high street called Wathling, is 
one other street, which runneth thwart the same ; 
and this is Cordwainer street, whereof the whole 
ward (aketh name. This street beginneth by West 

" Id London si ili and Ihinr pouDdi, ind in the Ei- 



Cheape, and St. Maiy Bow ehorch is the head 
thereof on the west side, and it ronnetfa down south 
through that part whirk of later time was called 
Hasier huie, now Bow lane, and then by the west 
end of Aldinaiy church to the new built hoDsea, in 

Elace of OnniHid house, and so to Gariicke hill, or 
ithe, to St. James' church. The upper part of 
this street towards Che^pe was called Honer lane, 
of hoaiera dwelling there in place of shoemaken ; 
but now thooe hosiera being worn out by men of 
other tradee (aa the hoaiera had woni out the shoe- 
makers), the same is called Bow la>e of Bow 
church. On the west side of CordewaJners street 
is Bawng lane, right over against Tnmebaase hue. 
This Basing bme weat to the back gate of the Red 
Lion, in Wathling street, is of (his Cordwainera 

Now again, on the north side of the high street 
in Budge row, by the east end of St. AnthoDie's 
church, have ye St. Sithes lane, so called of St. 
Sithes church (which standeth against the north 
end of that lane), and this is wholly of Cardwainers 
street ward ; also the south side of Needlers lane, 
which reacheth from ths north end of St. Sithes 
lane west to Sopar's lane ; then watt from SI An- 
thoniea church is the aouth end of Sopu'a lane, 
which lane took that name, not of soap-making, as 
some have supposed, but of Alen le Sopar, in the 
9th of Edward II. 1 have not read or heard of 
■oap-making in this city till within thia toaneore 
years ; tliat John Lame, dwelling in Graase atneit, 
set up a boiling-house for this city, of fomur dme, 
waa served of white soap in hard cakes (called 
Caalell soap, and other), from beyond the sesis. Bod 
of grey soap *, speckled with white, veiy sweet and 
good, from Bristow, sold here for a penny the 
pound, and never above a penny farthing, and black 
soap for a halfpenny the poond. Then m Bow lane 
(as they now (all it) is Goose lane, by Bow chnrch. 
William Essex, mercer, had tenementa there in tlie 
26th of Edward III. 

Then from the south end of Bow lane, by Wath- 
ling street, till over against the Red Uun ; and 
thwe be the bounds of Cordwainer street ward. 

Touching monuments therein, first you have the 
fair parish church of St. Anthoniee in Budge row, 
on the north side thereof. This church waa lately 
re-edified by Thomaa Knowles, groeer, maym", and 
by Tliomaa Knowles, his son, both buried thtve, 
with epitaphs, of the father thus : 




chlldnn (l>^ tii4 In tberVi 



Thomas Holland, meroer, was there Inrfed 14H ; 
Thomas Windent, mercer, alderman, and Kathatine 
his wife ; Thomas Hind, mercer, 1628 ; he waa a 
benefactor to this church, to Alderrnarie church, 
and Co Bow ; Hugh Acton, merchant-tailor, buried 
1620 ; he gave thirty-nx pounds to the repairing 
of the steeple of this church. Sunon Street, gro- 

■ ** GiiLj lope niAdc in LcudoD dcaTer than 1ieu(ht fttm 
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Williun DaaoCsey, nipr«er, one of the BherifTn, 
burinl I&42. tUnry Collet, menvr, miyor, ■ great 
boiebf loT to thia cbuivh ; Ihe (lictures of bim, bis 
wiTp, ten soiu, Kad tea daoEhlen, ivmain in the 
glUB window on the north Biila of Ibe elinrvh ; but 
the Bud Hem? Collet Has bnried it Strhnnhith. 
Henrjt Halloa, grocer, one of iho sheriiTii, deceased 
14IS; ThoinaB^ight,merchuit-tiulor, 1533; and 
Soger Mutin, mercer, mayor, deeeooed 1S73. 
Joui Gnnlhsm and Nicboiu Bull had ehontries 
Ibere. 

N<Kt on the aimth mde of Budge row, by the 
west comer thereof, and un the eaai aide of Cord. 
wainer Mreet, ia one other fair church called Alde- 
marie church, becanse Ihe same was yery old, and 
elder than an; church of Sl Marie in tbe city, till 
at late yeaxfi tbe foundation of a very Cur new 
church wi« laid there hy Henry Keble, erocer, 
mayor, who deceased IGIR, and was there buried 
in a rault by bim prepared, niih a fair monumeot 
nioed over him on tbe north sldti the choir, now 
deatroyed and eono : be gave by hia teatament ooe 
(hoDiand ponnda lov&rdn the buildine up of that 
church, and yet not pennitted a realing-ptoce for 
hia bonea there. Thomas Roman, mayor 1310, had 
a chantry there. RJcbard Chawcert.vintner.gave 
to that church bis tenement and Uvcm, with the 
appurtenance, in the Royal atreel, the comer of 
Kerion laop, and waa tlipre buried 1340. John 
Briton ; Ralph Holland, draper, one of the Hheriffs, 
dirctaacd 1463; Williani Taylor, grocer, mayor, 
deceiued 1483 : be discharged ihat wurd of fifteens 
to be paid by the poor. Thoauu Hindo, mercer, 
boned in St. Anthonies, gave ten fodder of lead to 
the covering of tbe middle aiale of ibis Aldemarie 
church. Charles Blunt, Lord .Montjoy, was buried 
there about the year IIMG ; he made or elazed the 
east window, as appcarelh by his arms : lus epitaph, 
made by him in his lifetime, (bus : 



Ulingt, hi 






lUlngljh. 



ntli, Ibal Cliiiicet nil 
hli auTliDiliT 1 buISliF 



ado^loB of ellher of Ibem,'— JCerofw iia^ Onu 



Uy taule dtpultd ChrUt htib bouKhi. ifa> md of m 

gTODDd-" 

Sir William Laxton, grocer, mayor, deceased 

ISM, and Thomas Lodge, (trocer, mayor 1 683, 

buried ui Ibe vault of Henry KeLle, whoiie b 
were unkindly cast out, and his monument pulled 
down * : in place wherenf monuments are set up of 
tbe later buried. WilUam Blunt, Lord Mountjoy, 
bnried ihere 1694, Ac. 

At the upper end of HoBier lane, toward West- 
cheape, is the fair pariah chureh of St. Mary Elow. 
This church, in the rrign of William Conijuenr, 
bring the first ui this cily built nu archen of atone, 
wm therefore called New Marie church, of St. 
Marie de Arcuhus t, or Le Bow, in We«l Choaping j 
as Stratford bridge being the first built (by Matilde 
the queen, wife to Henn' 1.) with arches of stone, 
was called Smtford ]e Bow ; which namm b> the 
raid church and bridge remainelh till this ' 
The court of the Arches I is Itepl in this chi 
and taketh name of the place, not Ihe place of the 
oun : but of what antiquity or eonlinualion that 
court hath theic ninliniied I cannot learn. 

This church is of Cordwainer street ward, and 
for divers accidenla happening there, hath been 
made more famous than any other psrish church 
of the whole city or suburbs. First, wc read, tliat 
in the year 1090, and tbe Srd of William Rufus, by 
lempesl of wiod, (he roof of the church of St. Marie 
Bow, in Cheapc, was overturned, wherewith som 
pentons were slain, and four uf the rafters, i 
Iwenty-sii feet in lenetli, with such violence ware 
pitched in the ground of tbe high street, thst 
Bcantly four feet of them remained above ground, 
which were fam to be eat even with the ground. 
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In the y«T 1106, Williun Fitx Osbert, a tedi- 
tiouii tulor, look the Bteeple of Bow, uid fortilied 
it with munitioiiB and victoals, but it wma usaulted, 
uid William with hia Mcam|iUce« were t&keD, 
though not without bloodihed, far he wm forced by 
flra and einake to fanake tlie choieb ; and then, by 
the jude« condenmed, he was by the hrela dnwn 
to tlie Elnu in Saiithlield, and there hanged wilh 

came not to deliver him, he 'fonwok Maiy'a bod (u 
he termed Chriel our Saviour), and called upon the 
devil in help and deliver him. Such waa the end 
of this deceiver, a man of au evil Life, a aecret mur- 
dervr, a filthy farnicator, a pollutor of eoncubinea, 
and (amoDgHt other his detestable facts) a false ae- 
cuBor of his elder brother *, who had id his youth 
Lrousht him up in learning, and done many things 
for his preferment. 

In the year 1371, a great part of the steeple of 
Bow fell down, and slew many people, men and 
womeu. In the year 1284, the 13th of Edward 1., 
Laurence Ducket, goldsmith, having grievously 
wounded one Ralph Crepin in Westeheape, fled 
into Bow church ; into the whieh in the night time 
entered certain evil persons, friends unto the said 
Ralph, and slew the said Laurence lying in the 
steeple, and then hanged him up, placing him so by 
the window as if he had hanged faimaelf, and >o 
was it found by inquisition ; fur the which fact 
Laurence Ducket, b«ng drawn by the feet, was 
buried in a ditch withciut the city ; but shortly 
after, by relation of a boy, who hiy with the said 
Laurence at the time of his death, and had hid him 
there for fear, the troth of the maKer was disclosed ; 
for the which cause, Jordan Goodcheape, Halph 
Crepin, Gilbert Clarke, and Getfrey Clarke, were 

chief causer of the aud mischief, wss burnt, and to 
the niunber of uitecn men were drswn and hanged, 
besides others that being richer, after long impri- 
sonment, were hanged by (he purse. 

The choreh waa interdicted, the doors and win- 
dows were stopped up with thonu, but Laurence 
was taken up, and honestly buried in the churcb- 

The parish chnrch of Sl Mary Bow, by mean of 
incroachment and building othuuses, wanting room 
in their churchyard for burial of the dead, John 
Rotham, or Rodham, citizen and tailor, by Lis l«a- 
tament, dated the year 1465, gave to the panon 
and church Hardens a certain ^irden in HoMer lane 
to be a churchjvfd, which so conlinned near a 
hundred years ; but now is built on, and is a pri- 
vate man's house. The old steeple of this church ' 
was by little and little re-ediiied, and new huitt up, 
at the last so much as was fallen down, many men 
giving stmts of money to the furtherance thereof ; 
so that at length, to wit, in the year 1468, it wss 
ordained by a common council that the Bow bell 
should be nightly rung at nine of the clock. 
Shortly after, John Donne, mercer, by his testa- 
ment, dated 1473, according to the trust of Reginald 
LongdiH], gave to the parsuu and churchwardens of 



St. Mary Bow two tenements, with the appurte- 
nances, uDce made into one, in Hosier lane, then 
, so called, to the maintenance of Bow bell, the oame 
' to be rung as aforesaid, and other things to be ob- 
served, ss by the will appeareth. 

This bell being uBuaily rung somewhat lati , 
seemed to the young men 'prentices, and other in 
Cfaes|M, they made and set up a riiyme against the 
' ' ifulloweth: 



clerk, ai 






I tlw rdliw loAii, 



Whereunto the clerii replying, wrote, 
■■ ChUdnn of Chupf , )hiM tdh sD itlJl, 



Robert Harding, goldsmith, one of the sheriA 
1478, gave to Ihe new work of that steeple forty 
pounds ; John Haw, mercer, ten pounds ; Doctor 
Allen, four pounds ; Thomas Baldry, four pounds, 
and other gave other sumH, so that the said work 
of the steeple waa flnished in the year 1512. The 
arches or bowes thereupon, wiUi the lanthoms, five 
in number, to wit, one at each comer, and one on 
the top in the middle upon the arches, were also 
afterward finished of stone, brought from Caen in 
Nonnandy, delivered at the Customers key for 4i. Sil. 

the Ion ; William Copland, t 

chant, and Andrew Fuller, 
wardens 1515 and 1616. 1 
land gave the great bell, which made the fifth 
tbo ring, to be rung nightly at nine of the clock. 
This bell waa first rung as a knell at the burial of 
the some Copland. It appeareth that the lanthons 
on the lop of this steeple were meant to have been 
glazed, and lights in them placed nightly in the 
winter, whereby trevellers to the city might have 
the better sight thereof, and not to miss of their 



being church- 
said thai this Cop- 



In this pariah also was a grammar school, by 
commandment of King Henry VI., which sc"" ' 
wss of old time kept in a house far that pur 
prepared in the churchyard ; but that school being 
decayed, aa others about this city, the school-bnuse 
woB let out for rent, in the reign of Henry VIII., 
for four shillings the year, a cellar for two shillings 
(he year, and two vaults under the church for fifteen 
shillings both. 

The monuments in this church be these ; namely, 
of Sir John Coventrie, mereer, mayor 1425 ; Ri- 
chard Lambert, alderman j NiiUiolas Alwine, mi 
cer, mayor 1499 : Robert Harding, goldsmith, o 
of the sheriffs 1478 ; John Loke,one of (he sherifts 
1461 ; Edward Bankes, alderman, haberdasher, 
1666 ; John Warde ; WillUm Picmon, scrivener 
and attorney in the Common PleaB. In a proper 
chapel on the south side the church Bfande(h a 
tomb, elevated and arched t- Ade de Buke, hatter, 
glazed the chapel and moat part uf the church, and 
was there buried. All other monuments be defaced. 
Hawley and Southam had chantries there. 

Without the north side of this church of SL 
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Mary Bow, towards West Cheape, standeth one 
fair building of stone, called in record Seldam, a 
shed, which Rrw'tb' darkeneth the said church ; for 
by means thereof all the windows and doors on 
that side are stopped up. King Edward III. 
upon occasion, as shall be shown in the ward of 
Cheape *, caused this sild or shed to be made, and 
to be strongly built of stone, for himself, the queen, 
and other estates to stand in, there to behold the 
joustings and other shows at their pleasures. And 
this house for a long time after served to that use, 
namely, in the reign of Edward III. and Richard 
II. ; but in the year 1410, Henry IV., in the 12th 
of his reign, confirmed the said shed or building to 
Stephen Spilman, William Marchford, and John 
Whateley, mercers, by the name of one New Sel- 
dam, shed, or building, with shops, cellars, and edi- 
fices whatsoever appertaining, called Crounsilde, or 
Tamersildet, situate in the mercery in West 
Cheape, and in the parish of St. Mary de Arcuhus 
in London, &c. Notwithstanding which grant, the 
kings of England, and other great estates, as well 
i^ foreign coimtries, repairing to this realm, as 
inhabitants of the same, have usually repaired to 
this place, therein to behold the shows of this city 
passing through West Cheape, namely, the great 
watches accustomed in the night, on the even of 
St. John Baptist, and St Peter at Midsummer, the 
examples whereof were over long to recite, where- 
fure let it suffice briefly to touch one. In the year 
1510, on St. John's even, at night, King Henry 
VIII. came to this place, then called the King's 
Head in Cheape, in the livery of a yeoman of &e 
guard, with an halbert on his shoulder (and there 
beholding the watch) departed privily when the 
watch was done, and was not known to any but to 
whom it pleased bhn ; but on St. Peter's night next 
following, he and the queen came royally nding to 
the said place, and there with their nobles beheld 
the watch of the city, and returned in the morn- 
ing. 

This church of St. Mary, with the said shed of 
stone, all the housing in or about Bow church 
yard, and without on that side the high street of 
Cheape to the Standard, be of Cordewainer street 
ward. These houses were of old time but sheds ; 
for I read of no housing otherwise on that side the 
street, but of divers sheds from Sopar's lane to the 
Standard, &c. Amongst other, I read of three 
shops or sheds by Sopar's lane, pertaining to the 
priory of the Holy Truiity within Aldgate ; the one 
was let out for twenty-eight shillings, one other for 
twenty shillings, and the third for twelve shillings, 
by the year. Moreover, that Richard Goodchepe, 
mercer, and Margery his wife, son to Jordame 
Goodchepe, did let to John Dalinges the younger, 
mercer, their shed and chamber m West Cheape, 
in the parish of St. Mary de Arches for three shil- 
Imgs and fourpence by the year. Also the men of 
Bi«ad street ward contended with the men of Cord- 
wayner street ward for a seld or shed opposite to the 
Standard, on the south side, and it was foimd to be 
of Cordwayner street ward ; W. Waldome being 

* In the first edition there is inserted an account of this 
tmllding, which Stow afterwards amplifled and transferred to 
the ward of Cheap, where the reader will now find it, at 
p. lOi of the present edition. 

f " And in the 8th of the same Henry called Tamarsilde." 
—lU edition, p. 206. 



then mayor, the Ist of Henry VI. Thus much for 
Cordwayner street ward ; which hath an alderman, 
his deputy, common councillors eight, constables 
eight, scavengers eight, wardmote inquest men 
fourteen, and a beadle. It standeth taxed to the 
fifteen in London at 62^. 1&., in the Exchequer at 
62/. &.♦ 

CHEAPE WARDS. 

Next adjoinmg is Cheape ward, and taketh name 
of the market there kept, called West Cheping. 
This ward also beginncth in the east, on the course 
of Walbrooke in Buckles bury, and runneth up on 
both the sides to the great conduit in Cheape. 
Also on the south side of Buckles bury, a lane 
turning up by St. Sithes church, and by St. Pan- 
crates church, through Needler's hme, on the north 
side thereof, and then through a piece of Sopar's 
lane, on both sides up to Cheape, be all of Cheape 
ward. 

Then to begin again in the east upon the said 
course of Walbrooke, is St Mildred's church in the 
Poultrie, on the north side, and over against the 
said church gate, on the south, to pass up all that 
high street called the Poultrie, to the great conduit 
in Cheape, and then Cheape itself, which begiuneth 
by the east end of the said conduit, and stretcheth 
up to the north-east comer of Bow lane on the 
south side, and to the Standard on the north side ; 
and thus far to the west is of Cheape ward. 

On the south side of this high street is no lane 
turning south out of this ward, more than some por- 
tion of Sopar's lane, whereof 1 have before written. 
But on the north side of this high street is Cony- 
hope lane, about one quarter of Old Jury lane on 
the west side, and on the east side almost as much, to 
the sign of the Angel. Then is Ironmonger's lane, 
all wholly on both sides, and from the north end 
thereof through Catton street, west to the north 
end of St. Lawrence lane, and some four houses 
west beyond the same on that side, and over against 
Ironmonger's lane end on the north side of Catton 
street up by the Guildhall and St. Lawrence church 
in the Jurie, is altogether of Cheape ward. Then 
again in Cheape, more towards the west, is of St. 
Lawrence lane before named, which is all wholly of 
this ward. And last of all is Hony Ume, and up to 
the Standard on the north side of Cheape. And so 
stand the bounds of Cheape ward. 

Now for antiquities there. First is Buckles 
bury, so called of a manor and tenements pertain- 
ing to one Buckle, who there dwelt and kept his 
courts. This manor is supposed to be the great 
stone building, yet in part remaining on the south 
side of the street, which of Ute time hath been 
called the Old Barge, of such a sign hanged out 
near the gate thereof. This manor or great house 
hath of long time been divided and letten out into 
many tenements ; and it hath been a common 
speech, that when Walbrooke did lie open, banes 
were rowed out of the Thames, or towed up so &r, 
and therefore the place ^ath ever since been called 
the Old Barge. 

Also on the north side of this street, durectly over 
against the said Buckles bury, was one ancient and 
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strong tower of stone, the which tower Kmg Edward 
III., in the 18th of his reign, by the name of the 
king's house, called Cornette stoure in London, did 
appoint to be his Exchange of money there to be 
kept. In the 29th he granted it to Frydus Guyny- 
sane and Landus Bardoile, merchants of Luke, for 
twenty pounds the year. And in the 32d he gave 
the same tower to his college or free chapel of St. 
Stephen at Westminster, by the name of Cemet's 
Tower at Buckles bury in London. This tower of 
late years was taken down by one Buckle, a grocer, 
meaning in place thereof to have set up and built 
a goodly frame of timber ; but the said Buckle 
greedily labouring to pull down the old tower, a 
part thereof fell upon him, which so sore bruised 
him that his life was thereby shortened, and an- 
other that married his widow set up the new 
prepared frame of timber, and finished the work. 

This whole street called Buckles hnry on both 
tile sides throughout is possessed of grocers and 
apothecaries towards the west end thereof : on the 
south side breaketh out one other short lane, 
called in records Peneritch street ; it reacheth but 
to St. Sythe's lane, and St. Sythe's church is the 
farthest part thereof, for by the west end of the 
Btdd church beginneth Needlar's lane, which reach- 
eth to Sopar's lane, as is aforesaid. This small 
parish church of ^St. Sith h ath also an addition of 
Bennet shome (or Shrog or Shorehog), for by all 
these nam^ have I read it, but the most ancient is 
Shome, wherefore it seemeth to take that name of 
one Benedict Shome, sometime a citizen and stock- 
fishmonger of London, a new builder, repairer, or 
benefactor thereof, in the reign of Edward II., so 
that Shome is but corruptly ^tlled Shrog,and more 
corruptly Shorehog. 

There lie buried in this church, John Froysh, 
mercer, mayor 1394 ; John Rochford and Robert 
Rochford ; John Hold, alderman ; Henry Frow- 
eke, mercer, mayor 1435 ; Edward Warrington ; 
John Morrice ; John Huntley ; Richard Lincoln, 
fellmonger, 1546 ; Sir Raph Warren, mercer, 
mayor 1553 ; Sir John Lion, grocer, mayor 1554 : 
these two last have monuments, the rest are all 
defaced. Edward Hall, gentleman of Greyes inn, 
common sergeant of this city, and then under- 
sheriff of the same ; he wrote the large chronicles 
from Richard II. till the end of Henry VIII., and 
was buried in this church. 

Then in Needelars lane have ye the parish 
church of St. Pancrate, a proper small cnurch, 
but divers rich parishioners therein, and hath had 
ci old time many liberal benefactors, but of late 
such as (not regarding the order taken by her 
majesty), the least bell in their church being broken, 
have rather sold the same * for half the value than 
put the parish to charge with new casting ; late 
experience hath proved this to be true, besides 
the spoil of monuments there. In this church 
are buried Sir Aker ; John Aker ; John Barens, 
mercer, mayor 1370 ; John Beston and his wife ; 
Robert Rayland ; John Hamber ; John Gage ; 
John Rowley ; John Lambe ; John Hadley, grocer, 
mayor 1379 ; Richard Gardener, mercer, mayor 
1478 ; John Stockton, mercer, mayor 1470 ; John 
Dane, mercer ; Jolin Parker ; Robert Marshall, 

* " Justices charged to punish such as sel hels from their 
churches, Eliwibeth li."—Slo». 



alderman, 1439 ; Robert Corcheforde ; Robert 
Hatfielde ; and Robert Hatfield ; Nicholas Wilfilde, 
and Thomas his son ; the monuments of all which 
be defaced and gone. There do remain of Robert 
Burley, 1360 ; Richard Wilson, 1525 ; Robert 
Packenton, mercer, slain with a gun shot at him in 
a morning *, as he was going to morrow mass from 
his house in Cheape to St. Thomas of Acars, in 
the year 1536 ; the murderer was never discovered, 
but by hb own confession made when he came to 
the gallows at Banbury to be hanged for felony ; 
T. Wardbury, haberdasher, 1545 ; James Huish, 
grocer, 1590 ; Ambrose Smith, &c. Then is a 
part of Soper^s lane turning up to Cheape. 

By the assent of Stephen Abunden, mayor, the 
Pepperers in Soper*s lane were admitted to sell all 
such spices and other wares as grocers now use to 
sell, retaining the old name of pepperers in Soper*s 
lane, till at length, in the reign of Henry VI., the 
same Soper's lane was inhabited by cordwainers 
and curriers, after that the pepperers or grocers 
had seated themselves in a more open street, to 
wit, in Buckles bury, where they yet remain. 
Thus much for the south wins of Cheape ward. 

Now to begin again on the bank of the said 
Walbrooke, at the east end of the high street 
called the Poultrie, on the north side thereof, is the 
proper parish chiurch of St. Mildred, which church 
was new built upon Walbrooke in the year 1457. 
John Saxton their parson gave thirty-two pounds 
towards the building of the new choir, which now 
Btandeth upon the course of Walbrooke. Lovell 
and Puery, and Richard Keston, have their arms 
in the east window as benefactors. The roofing of 
that church is garnished with the arms of Thomas 
Archehull, one of the churchwardens in the year 
1455, who was there buried ;• Thomas Morsted, 
esquire, and chirurgeon to King Henry IV., V., 
and VI., one of the uierifls of L<mdon in the year 
1436, gave unto this church a parcel of ground, 
containing in length from the course of Walbrooke 
toward the west forty-five feet, and in breadth 
from the church toward the north thirty-five feet, 
being within the gate called Scalding wike, in the 
said parish, to make a churchyard wherein to bury 
their dead. Richard Shore, draper, one of the 
sheriffs 1505, gave fifteen pounds for making a 
porch to this church. Salomon Lanuare had a 
chantry there in the 14th of Edward II. Hugh 
Game had one other. Buried here, as appeareth 
by monuments, John Hildye, poulter, 1416 ; John 
Kendall, 1468 ; John Garland, 1476 ; Robert Bois, 
1485, and Simon Lee, poulters, 1487 ; Thomas 
Lee of Essex, gentleman ; William Hallingridge ; 
Christopher Feliocke, 1494 ; Robert Draiton, skin- 
ner, 1484 ; John Christopherson, doctor of physic, 
1524 ; William Turner, skinner, 1536 ; Blase 
White, grocer, 1558 ; Thomas Hobson, haber- 
dasher, 1559; William Hobson, haberdasher, 1581 ; 
Thomas Tusser f , 1580, with this epitaph : — 

" Here Thomas Tusser, clad in earth, doth lie. 
That sometime made the Poyntes of Husbandrie ; 
By him then leame thou maist, here learne we must. 
When all is done we sleepe and turne to dust. 
And yet through Christ to heaven we hope to go. 
Who reades his bookes shall find his faith was so." 

• " The 13th of November/*— I »/ «/i«oii, p. 210. 

f Tusser's Hundred good Pointea o/ Husbandries first 
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On the north side of the cfaarchyard remmin two 
tombe of marhle^bnt not known of whom, or other- 
wise than by tradition it is aaid, they were of 
Thonuw Monahampe and William, brothers, about 
1547, &c. 

Smne four houses west from this parish church of 
Sc Mildred is a prison house pertaining to one of 
the sheriffs of London, and is called the Compter in 
the Pottltrie. This hath been there kept and con- 
tinued time out of mind, for I have not read of the 
original thereof. West from this compter was a 
proper chapel, called of Corpus Christi, and St. 
Mary, at Conyhope lane end, in the parish of St. 
Mildz^Bd, founded by one named Ion. Ironnes, a 
citixen of London, in the reign of Edward III., in 
which chapel was a guild, or fraternity, that might 
dispend in lands better than twenty pounds by 
year : it was suppressed by Henry VIII., and pur- 
chased by one Thomas Hobeon, haberdasher ; he 
turned this chapel into a fair warehouse and shops 
towards the street, with lodgings over them. 

Then is Convhope lane, of old time so called of 
such a sign of three conies hanging over a poulterer's 
stall at ue lane's end. Withm this lane standeth 
the Grocers' hall, which company being of old time 
called Pepperers *, were first incorporated by the 
name of Grocers in the year 1345, at which time 
they elected for custos, or guardian, of their frater- 
nity, Richard Oswin and Laurence Haliwell, and 
twenty brethren were then taken in to be of their 



!ty. In the year 1 41 1, the custos, or guardian, 
and the brethren of this company, purchased of 
the Lord Ro. Fitzwaters one plot of ground, with 
the building thereupon, in the said Conyhope lane, 
for three hundred and twenty marks, and then laid 
the foundation of their new common hall. 

About the year 1429, the Grocers had license to 
purchase five hundred marks land, since the which 
tame, near adjoining unto the Grocers' hall, the 
said company had built seven proper houses for 
seven aged poor alms people. Thomas Knowles, 
grocer, mavor, gave his tenement in St. Anthonie's 
churchyard to the Grocers, towards the relief of the 
poor brethren in that company. Also H. Keeble, 
grocer, mayor, gave to the seven alms people six- 
pence the piece weekly for ever ; which penmon is 
now increased by the masters, to some of them two 

printed in 1557, and afterwarda enlarged into Pt»« Hu$ulrttk 
P^intm of Oood HmAamdrie^ waa a highly popular book ; bat 
if we may Jodge from many contemporary aUoaiona to the 
author'a ctreu m a t ance a, more profitable to h^ readcra than 
himaelf. Thoa, in a Tolome of epigrama, ealled The Mot* 
Ik4 M0rritr, 1608, by H. P., ia one enUtled 

" Ad TmsMtruwu 

** Tnaacr, they tell me, when thou wert alive. 
Thou, teaching thrift, thyaelfe couldat never thrive. 
So, like the whetatone, many men are wont 
To aharpen otbera, when themarivea are blunt." 

* The Groeera ara flrat mentiooed aa a fraternity amongat 
tbe ameroed gnilda oi Henry II., hut probably eziated long 
befcre. The GUds de P ip ar i^r mm paid on thia oeeaaioa aix- 
tecn marka. The hooka of the Groeera' company commence 
in the early part of the reign (tf Edward III., and eontaia 
the beat, if noc the on!y, aeconnt to be met with of the natore 
of theae aaaoriationa at tlie remote period apoken ot— See 
Herbert'a Twrler Lierrjr Com^mmie$ •/ Lomdon, I 297, and 
the privately printed vobnne of Mr. Heath, entitled. Some 
Aeeommi of Ikt Oroctnt C aey eef , Sto. 1830. 



shillings the piece weekly, and to some of them 
less, &c. Henry Adie, grocer, 1563, gave one 
thousand marks to the Gn>cerB to purchase lands. 
And Sir John Pechie, knight banneret, free of that 
company, gave them five hundred pounds to certain 
uses ; he built alms houses at Ludingstono in Kent, 
and was there buried. 

West fn)m this Convhope lane is the Old Jurie, 
whereof some portion ui of Clieape ward, as afore is 
showed : at the south end of this lane is the paruth 
church of St Mary Colechurch, named of one Cule 
that built it ; this church is built up<»n a wall above 
ground, so that men are forced to go to ascend up 
thereunto by certain steps. 1 find no monuments 
of this church, more than that Henry IV. granted 
Ucense to William Manihal and others, to found 
a brotherhood of St Katherine therein, because 
Thomas Becket, and St Edniond, the archhiMhop, 
were bapti2ed there. More, I read of Bordlutngly 
lane, to be in that parish. And thus much for the 
north side of the Poultrie. The south side of the 
said Poultrie, beginning on the bank of the said 
brook over against the parish church of St. Mil- 
dred, passing up to the great conduit, hath divers 
fair houses, which were sometimes inhabited by 
poulters, but now by grocers, haberdashers, and 
upholsters. 

At the west end of this Poultrie, and also of 
Buckles bury, beginneth the large street of West 
Cheaping, a nuurket place so called, which street 
stretcheth west till ye come to the little conduit by 
Paule's gate, but not all of Chepe ward. In the 
east part of this street standeth the great conduit of 
sweet water, conveyed by pipes of lead under 
ground from Paddington * for the service of this 
city, castellated with stone, and cistemed in lead, 
about the year 1286, and again new built and 
enlarged by Thomas Ham, one of the sheriffs 
1479. 

About the midst of this street is the Standard 
in Cheape, of what antiquity the first foundation I 
have not read. But Henry VI. by his patent dated 
at Windsor the 21st of his reign, which patent was 
confirmed by parliament 1442, granted license to 
Thomas Knolles, John Chichle, and other, execu- 
tors to John Wels, grocer, sometime mavor of 
London, with his goods to make new the highway 
which leadeth from the citv of London towards the 
palace of Westminster, berore and nigh the manor 
of Savoy, parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster, a way 
then very ruinous, and the pavement broken, to the 
hurt and mischief of the subjects, which old pave- 
ment then remaining in that wav within the length 
of five hundred feet, and all the breadth of the same 
before and nigh the site of the nuuior aforesaid, 
they to break up, and with stone, gravel, and other 
stuff, one other good and sufficient way there to 
make for the commodity of tlie subjects. 

And further, that the Standard in Cheape, where 
divers executions of the Uw before time had been 
performed, which Standard at the present was very 
ruinous with age, in which there wss a condoit, 
should be taken down, and another competent 
standard of stone, together with a conduit m the 
same of new, strongly to be built, for the commo- 

* " Thb eonduite waa the iint tweete water thai wat con- 
vened by pipes of lead under ground to thia frfaee in Ibeeltle 
from Paddingron.**— I«l edUiom, p. 210. 
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dity and honour of the city, with the gooda at the 
uid teBtktor, wilhuut mlermptiou, &c. 

Of eitecations M Ihs Stuid&rd in Che»pe,we rod, 
that in the year 1233 three men had their right | 
hands smitten alT there, for rescuing of a prisaner i 
UTeat«dbj an officer of the cit;. In the year 1326, 
the burgeeBes of London caused Waller Slaplelon, 
Bishop of Excoster, tr»earer to Edward II., and 
other, to be beheaded at the standard in Cheape 
(but this was by Paul'* gate) ; in the year 1351, 
the 26th of Edward 111., two fishmongers were 
beheaded at the standard in Cheape, bnt 1 read not 
of their offence ; 1381, Wat Tyler beheaded Richari 
Lions and other there. In the year 139!), Henry 
IV. caused the blanch charten made by Richard 
II, to be burnt there. In the year 1450, Jack 
Cade, captain of the Kentish rebels, beheaded the 
Lord Say there. In the year !4fil, John Davy 
bad hi* hand stricken off there, because he had 
atricken a man before the judges at Westminster, 



Then next is a gTra.t cross in West Cheape, 
wliich cross was there erected in the year 1290 liy 
Edward I. upon occasion thus ; — ftueen Elianor his 
wife died at Hordeby (a town near unto the city of 
Lincolu), her body was brought from thenee to 
Westminster ; and the king, in memory of her, 
caused in every place where her body rested in the 
way, a stately cross of stone to be erected, with the 
queen's image and arms upon it, as at Grantham, 
Wobome, Northampton, Stony Stiktford, Dtm- 
Btable, St. Albones, Waltham, Went Cheape ■, and 
at Cluiring, from whence she w»« eoDveyed to West- 
minster, and there buried. 

This crosa in West Cheape being like to those 
ather which remain to this day, and being by 
leugth of time decayed, John HatheNy, mayor of 
London, procured, in the year 1441, license of King 
Henry VI. to re-edify the same in more beautiful 
manner for the honour of the city, and had license 
also to take up two hundred fodder of lead for the 
building thereof of certain conduits, and a common 
garnery. This croas was then curiously wrought 
at the charges of divers citizens i John Fisher, 
mercer, gave six hundred marks toward it ; the 
same was begun to be set up 14B4, and finished 
1486, the 2d of Hmiy VII. It was new gilt over 
in the year 1S22, agamat the coming of Charles V., 

«nperor ; ■ ■' " '■" --'— ■- 
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nation of Edward VI. ; and again new gilt 1564, 
against the coming in of King Philip ; since the 
which time the Baid cross havinn; been presented 
by divera juries (or inquests of w^ardmote) to stand 
in the high way to the let of carriagee (as they 
alleged), but could not have it remov^, it followed 
that in the year 1581, tlie 2tBt of June, in the 
night, the lowest images round about the said crosa 
(being of Christ's resurrection, of the Virgin Marj-, 
King Edward the Conftseor, and such Idie) were 
broken and defaced, proclamation was made, that 
who so would bewray the doers, should have forty 
crowns, but nothing camo to light ; the image of 
the Blessed Virgin, at that time rubbed of her Son, 
aod her arms broken, by which she stayed him on 
her knees ; her whole body also was haled with 
ropes, and left likely to fall, but in the year 1696 
was again fastened and repaired ; and in the year 

time, all naked, waa laid in her arms, the other 
images remaining broke as afore. But ou the eait 
side of the same cross, the steps taken thence, under 
the image of Christ's resurrection defiiced, was 
then set up a curiously wrought tabernacle of grey 
marble, and in the some an image alsboster of 
Diana, and wator conveyed from the Thamee pril- 
ling from her naked breast for a time, but now 
decayed. 

In the year 1599, the timber of the croa at the 
top being rotted within the lead, the arms thereof 
bending, were feared to have fallen to the harming 
of some people, and therefore the whole body of the 
cross was scaffolded about, and the top thereof 
taken down, meaning in place thereof to have eet 
up a piramia \ but some of her majsty's honour- 
able councillors directed their letters to Sir Nicho- 
las Moslcy, then mayor, by her highness' express 

,. ,__.i -, forthwith to be 

foimerlj ilood, 

« stood headless 

in a y«r after : whereupon the said eoun- 

n greater number, meaning not any longer 

lit the continuance of such a contompt, 

William Kider, (hen mayor, requiring bim, 

' ' er highnesa' said former direction 

lent, Uiat without any further delay 



ensign of Christianity, &c. Dated the 241h of 
December, 1600, After this a cross of timber wu 
framed, set up, covered with lead, and gilded, the 
body of the cross downward cleansed of dust, the 
scaffold carried thence. About twelve nights fol- 
lowing, the image of Our Lady was again defaced, 
by plucking off her crown, and almost her head, 
taking from her her naked child, and stabbing her 
in the breast, Ac. Thus much for the cross in 
West Cheape. 

Then at the west end of West Chepe street, was 
sometime a. cross of sloite, called the Old Cross. 
Itaph Higden, in his Folicnmiam, soitli, that Wal- 
tar Stapletou, Bishop of Excester, i 



repaired, and placed again ai 
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Edward II., was by the burgesses of London 
beheaded at this croes called the Standard, without 
the north door of St. Paul's church ; and so is it 
noted in other writers that then lived. This old 
crofls stood and remained at the east end of the 
parish church called St. Michael in tiie comer by 
Pauleys gate, near to tlie north end of the old 
Exchange, Ull the year 1390, the I3th of Richard 
II., in place of which old cross then taken down, 
the said church of St. Michael was enlarged, and 
also a fair water conduit built about the 9th of 
Henry VL 

In the reign of Edward III. divers ioustings 
were made in this street, betwixt Sopar's lane and 
the great cross, namely, one in the year 1331, the 
21st of September, as I find noted by divers writers 
of that time. In the middle of the city of London 
(say they), in a street called Cheape, the stone 
pavement being covered with sand, that the horses 
might not slide when thev strongly set their feet to 
the ground, the king held a tournament three days 
together, with the nobility, valiant men of the 
reafan, and other some strange knights. And to 
the end ihe beholders might with the better ease 
see the same, there was a wooden scaffold erected 
across the street, like unto a tower, wherein Queen 
Philippa, and many other ladies, richly attired, and 
assembled from all parts of the realm, did stand to 
behold the jousts ; but the higher frame, in which 
the ladies were placed, brake in sunder, whereby 
they were with some shame forced to fall down, 
by reason whereof the knights, and such as were 
underneath, were grievously hurt ; wherefore the 
queen took great care to save the carpenters from 
punishment, and through her prayers (which she 
made upcm her knees) pacified the king and coun- 
cil, and thereby purchased great love of the 
people. After which time the kine caused a shed 
to be strongly made of stone, for himself, the 
queen, and other estates to stand on, and there to 
behold the joustings, and other shows, at their plea- 
sure, by the church of St. Mary Bow, as is showed 
in Cordwainer street ward. Thus much for the 
high street of Cheape. 

Now let us return to the south side of Cheape 
ward« From the great conduit west be many fair 
and large houses, for the most part possessed of 
mercers up to the comer of Cordwainer street, 
corruptly called Bow lane, which houses in former 
times were but sheds or shops, with solers * over 
them, aa of late one of them remained at Sopar's 
lane end, wherein a woman sold seeds, roots, and 

* SoUr It described by Tyrwhitt, in hi* edition otChaueer^t 
CamUrhmry TaUt^ u originally tigniiyinf; an open gallery or 
baleony as the top of the house, though latteriy used for any 
opper room, loft, or garret. Tyrwhitt refers in his Glossary, 
to the Coott TaU of Qawtftlyn, for an authority fee the use of 
the word in the latter sense — 

" He fleigh np until alofle. 

And shrt the dore fsst. 

• • • • 

And saugh where he looked out 
At a iolere window." 

The German S'4Uer is used by Luther in his magnificent 
Translation of the Bible in both senses: — " Peter went 
np upon the house-top to pray" — **Stieg Petrus hinamf 
auf 4tn SSllsk km heUn." Acts x. 9. " And when they 
were comtf in, they went up into an upper ruum" — **Und aU 
gifkineim katmeu, $tMgen tie auf den Sollkr." Acts i. 13. 



herbs; but those sheds* of- Bhpps, by encroach- 
ments on the high street, ire^o^ largely built on 
both sides outwurd, and also up>«%rd, some three, 
four, or five stories high. • / 

Now of the north side of l^egifa street and 
ward, beginning at the great colidlnf^^nd by St 
Mary Cole church, where wo left *Ji«xir thereunto 
westward is the Mercers' chapel, somtfthne an hos- 
pital, intituled of St. Thomas of Aeon, or A^afs, for 
a master and brethren, ''3f(/i^ta ho9pitalisj^7k.c, saith 
the record of Edward III., the 14th year : jCwas 
founded by Thomas Fitzthcbald de Heiii,airaw4(Jf(^H 
his wife, sister to Thomas Becket, in the rei^itTpf 
Henry II. ; they gave to the master and brotiTre]> 
the Umds, with the appurtenances that sometimes 
were Gilbart Becket's, father to the said Thom&A,* 
in the which he was bom, there to make a church*' 
There was a chamel, and a chapel over it, of St. 
Nicholas and St Stephen. This hospital was 
valued to dispend 277^* 3** ^-y surrendered the 
30th of Henry VIII., the 21st of October, and was 
since purchased by the Mercers, by means of Sir 
Richard Gresham, and was again set open on the 
eve of St Michael, 1541, the 33rd of Henry VIII. : 
it is now called the Mercers* chapel ; therein is 
kept a free grammar school, as of old time had 
been accustomed, commanded by parliament*. 
Here be many monuments remaining, but more 
have been defaced :— James Butler, Earl of Or- 
mond, and Dame Joan his countess, 1428 ; John 
Norton, esquire ; Stephen Cavendish, draper, 
mayor 1362 ; Thomas Cavendish ; William Caven- 
dish ; Thomas Ganon, called Pike, one of the she- 
riffs 1410 ; Hungate,of Yorkshire ; Ambrose Cres- 
acre ; John Chester, draper ; John Trusbut, 
mercer, 1437 ; Tho. Norland, sheriff' 1483 ; Sir 
Edmond Sha, goldsmith, mayor 1482 ; Sir Thomas 
Hill, mayor 1486 ; Thomas Ham, sheriff* 1479 f ; 
Lancelot Laken, esquire ; Raph Tilney, sheriff 
1488 ; Garth, esquire ; John Rich ; Thomas But- 
ler, Earl of Qrmond, 1515 ; Sir W. Butler, gr(»cer, 
mayor 1515 ; W. Browne, mercer, mayor 1513 ; 
John Loke, 1519 t ; Sir T. Baldry, mercer, mayor 
1523 ; Sir W. Locke, mercer, sheriff* 1548 ; Sir 
John Allen, mercer, mayor 1525» deceased 1544 ; 
Sir Thomas Leigh, mercer, mayor 1558; Sir 
Richard Malory, mercer, mayor 1564 ; Humf. 
Baskervile, mercer, sherifif 1561 ; bir G. Bond, 
mayor 1587 ; &<^* 

Before this hospital, towards the street, was 
built a fair and beautiful chapel, arched over with 
stone, and thereupon the Mercers* hall, a most 
curious piece of work ; Sir John Allen, mercer, 
being founder of that chapel, was there buried ; but 
since his tomb is removed thence into the body of 
the hospital church, and his chapel, divided into 
shops, is letten out for rent. 

These Mercers were enabled to be a company, 
and to purchase hmds to the value of twenty pounds 
the year, the 17th of Richard II. § ; they had tliree 
messuages and shops in the parish of St Martin 
Oteswitch, in the ward of Bbhopsgate, for the sus- 

• " There is also a preaching in the Italian tongue to the 
Italians and others on the Sondales."— 1«/ edition, p. 214. 
•t " Henry Frowicke."— /Wd. 

X " Locke his armes in the windowes/*— 5/otp. 

§ Full particulars of the origin, history, constitution, and 
government of the Mercers' company will be found in Her- 
bert's Twelve Liverff Companies of London, i. 225—296. 
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teiitation of the poor'i{i>J > chantry or Che 32iJ oF 
Richard II. HaftiV^f ., in tho !3th of his reipi, 
confirmed to SVfJien Spilman, Vf. Marchford, and 
John Whatile, "jQefceni, hy the name of one now 
Beldiun, shed} (y.*Guilding, with shiips, cellars, and 
edifices whatab^er appertaining ailed Crownsild, 
■itnate in IthV. Meniery in West Cheape, in the 
parish uf St; Mary de Arcnbus in London, &e. to 
be hoMtp in burgage, as all the city of L<mdon is, 
and whii^-were itorth by year in all issues, accord - 
iug ((i>tha'true value of them. 7'- ISi. *il-, as found 
bjfut^uWlion before T. Knollee, mayor, and 
fHAterftor in the said cily. Henry Vi., in the 3rd 
cf-Jtis relEii, at the request of John Coventrie, 
jlohn Carpenter, and William Grove, granted to 
■be Mercen to bave a chaplain and a brotherhood, 
'fur relief of such of their company aa came to 
decay by miafortune on the sea. In the year IG36, 
on SL Peter's night. King Henry VIII. and 
Qaeen Jane liis wife, stood in this Mercen' hall, 
then new built, and beheld the marchina watch of 
this cily most bravely set oat. Sir John Allen, 
mercer, one of the king's council, being mayor. 

Neit beyond the Mercers' chBpel,and their hall, 
ia Ironmonger lane, so called of ironmongers dwell- 
iDg there, whereof I read, in the reign of Edward 1 . 
&c In this lane is the small pariah church of St. 
Hartin called Pomary, upon wliat oceasiou I cer- 
twnly know not. It is supposed to be of apples 
growini whero houses are now lately built ; for 
myaelf have seen targe void places there. Monu- 
ments in that chnrch none to be accounted of. 

Farther we»t is St. Laurence lane, so called of 
St. Laurence church, which Btandeth directly over 
against the nortli end thereof. Antiquities iu this 
luiB I And none other, than that among many fair 
houses, there is one large inn for receipt of travel- 
lers called Blossoms inn, but corruptly Bosoms 
inn, and hath to sign St. Laurence the Deacon, in 
a border of blossoms or flowen. 

Then near to the Standard in Cheape is Honey 
lane, so called, not of iweetneas thereof, being very 
narrow, and somewhat dark, but mther of often 
washing and sweeping, to keep it clean. In this 
lane is the smalt parish church called Alhallows in 
Honey Isne ; there be no munumenCa in this church 
worth the noting. I find that John Nomun, draper, 
mayor 14fi3, was buried there ; he ^ve to the 
Drapers his lenemenls on the north side the said 
church, they to allow fur the beam light and lamp, 
IS>. id. yearly from this lane to the Standard. 
And thus much for Cheape ward in the high street 
of Cheape, for it strelcbeth do brther. 



year 1411, the 12th of Henry IV., by Thomaa 
Knoles, then mayor, and his brethren the alder, 
men: the same was made, of alittle outtage, a large 
and great house, as now it slandeth ; towards the 
charges whereof the companiea gave large benevo- 
lences ; also offences of men were pardoned for 
sums of money towards this work, extraordinary 
fees were raised, fines, amercementa, and other 
things employed during seven yeaia, with a con- 
tinuation thereof three yean more, all to be 
employed to this building. 

The Ist year of Henry VI,, John Coventrie and 
John Carpenter, eiecotora to Richard Whitington, 
gave towards the paving of this great hall twenty 
pounds, and the next year tineen pounds more, to 
the said pavement, with hard sliHie of Purbeck ; 
they also glazed some windows thereof, and of the 
mayor's court ; on every which windows the arms 
of Richard Whitington are placed. The founda- 
Uon of the mayor's court was laid in the 3d year of 
the reign of Henry VI., and of the porch on the 
south side of the mayor's court, in the *th of the 
said king. Then was built the mayor's chamber, 
and the council chamber, with other rooms above 
the stairs ; last of all a stalely porch entering the 
great hall was erected, the front thereof towards 
tiie sonth being beautified with imi — * ' 
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DivBTB aldermen glaied the great hall and other 
courts, as appearelh by their arms in each window. 
William Hariol, draper, mayor 1481, gars forty 
pounds to the making of two loovers in the said 
Guildhall, and towards the glazing thereof. The 
kitchens and other houses of office adjoining to this 
Guildhall, were hnilt of later time, to wit,ahout the 
year 1501, by procurement of Sir John Sha, gold- 
smith, mayor [who was the first that kept hia feaat 
there) ; towards the charges of which work the 
mayor had of the fellowships of the d^, by their 
own agreement, certain sums of money, as of the 
Mercers forty pounds, the Grocem twenty pounds. 
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the Dnpen thirty poandB, and ao of the other fel- 
low8hip« through the city, as they were of power. 
Abo widows and other well-disposed persons gave 
certain snms of money, as the Lady HiU ten pounds, 
the Lady Austrie ten pounds, and so of many 
other, till the work was finished, since the which 
time the mayor's feasts have heen yearly kept 
there, which before time had been kept in the 
Tailors* hall, and in the Grocers* hall. Nicholas 
Alwyn, grocer, mayor 1 499, deceased 1505, gave 
by his testament for a hanging of tapestry, to 
serve for principal days in the Guildhall, 73/. fbt. Bd. 
How thb gift was peiformed 1 have not heard, for 
executors of our time having no conscience, (I 
speak of my own knowledge) prove more testa- 
ments than Uiey perform. 

Now for the chapel or college of our Lady Mary 
Magdalen, and of All Saints, by the Guildhall, 
called London college, I read that the same was 
built about the year 1299, and that Peter Fane- 
lore, Adam Frauncis, and Henry Frowike, citizens, 
gave one messuage, with the appurtenances, in the 
parish of St. *Fawstar, to William Brampton, custoe 
of the chantry, by than founded in the said chapel 
with four ehi^>lains, and one other house in the 
parish of St. Giles without Cripplegate, in the 27th 
of Edward III., was given to them. Moreover, I 
find that Richurd II., in vhe 20th of his reign, 
granted to Stephen Spilman, mercer, license to 
give one messuage, three shops, and one garden, 
with the appurtenances, being in the parish of St. 
Andrew Hubbard, to the custos and chaplains of 
the said chapel, and to their successors, for their 
better relief and maint^iance for ever. 

King Henry VI., in the 8th of his reign, gave 
license to John Baniard, custos, and the chaplains, 
to build of new the said chapel or college of Guild- 
hall ; and the same Henry VI., in the 27th of his 
reign, granted to the parish clerks in London a 
guild of St. Nicholas, for two chaplains by them to 
be kept in the said chapel of St. Mary Magdalen, 
near unto the Guildhall, and to keep seven alms 
people. Henry Barton, skinner, mayor, founded a 
chaplaincy there ; Roger Depham, mercer, and Sir 
WiUiam Langfoi^^ knight, had also chaplaincies 
there. This chapel or college had a custos, seven 
chaplains, three clerks, and four choristers. 

Monuments there have been sundry, as appear- 
eth by the tombs of marble yet remaining, seven 
in number, but all defaced. The uppermost in the 
choir, on the south side thereof, above the revestry 
door« was the tomb of John Wells, grocer, mayor 
1451. The likeness of wells are graven on the 
tomb on the revestry door, and other places on Uiat 
side Ae choir. Also m the glass window over this 
tomb, and in the east window, is the likeness of 
wells, with hands elevated out of the same wells, 
holding scrolls, wherein is written ** Mercy ! *' — the 
writing in the east window being broken, yet re- 
maineth wells. I found his arms also in the south 
glass window ; all which do show that the east end 
and south side the choir of this chapel, and the re- 
vestry, were by him both built and glazed. On 
the north side the choir the tomb of Thomas Knes- 
worth, fishmonger, mayor 1505, who deceased 1515, 
was defaced, and within these forty-four years i^;ain 
renewed by the Fishmongers. Two other tombs 
lower there are ; the one of a draper, the other of 
a haberdasher, their names not known. Richard 



Stomine is written in the window by the haber- 
dasher. Under flat stones do lie divers custos of 
the chapel, chaplains and o£5cers to the chamber. 
Amongst others, John Clipstone, priest, sometime 
custos of the library of the Guildhall, 1457 ; an- 
other of Edmund Alison, priest, one uf the custos 
of the library, 1510, &c. Sir John Langley, gold- 
smith, mayor 1570, lieth buried in the vault, under 
the tomb of John Wells before-named. This cha- 
pel, or college, valued to dispend 15/. Bt. 9d. by the 
year, was surrendered amongst other : the chapel 
remaiiieth to the mayor and commonalty, wherein 
they have si^rvice weekly, as also at the election of 
the mayor, and at the mayor *s feast, &c. 

Adjoining to this chapel, on the south side, was 
sometime a fair and large library, furnished with 
books, pertaining to the Guildhall and college. 
These books, as it is said, were in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI. sent for by Edward, Duke of Somerset, 
lord protector, with promise to be restored : men 
laded from thence three carries with them, but 
they were never returned. This library was built 
by the executors of Richard Whittington, and by 
William Burie : the arms of Whittington are placed 
on the one side in the stone work, and two letters, 
to wit, W. and B., for William Bur}*, on the other 
side : it is now lofted through, and made a store- 
house for clothes. 

South-west from this Guildhall is the fair parish 
church of St. Laurence, called in the Jury, because 
of old time * many Jews inhabited there about. 
This church is fair and large, and hath some mo- 
numents, as shall be shown. I myself, more than 
seventy years since -f*, have seen in this church the 
shank-bone of a man (as it is taken), and also a 
tooth tf of a very great bigness, hanged up for 
show in chains of iron, upon a pillar of stone ; the 
tooth ^being about the bigness of a man's fist) is 
long smce conveyed from thence : the thigh, or 
shank-bone, of twenty-five niches in length by the 
rule, remaineth yet &stened to a post of timber, 
and is not so much to be noted for the length as 
for the thickness, hardness, and strength thereof ; 
for when it was hanged on tho stone pillar it fretted 
with moving the said pillar, and was not itself fret- 
ted, nor, as seemeth, is not yet lightened by re- 
maining dry ; but where or when this bone was 
first found or discovered I have not heard, and 
therefore, reiecting the fables of some Ute writers, 
I overpass them. Walter Blundell had a chantry 
there, the 14th of Edward II. There lie buried in 
this church — Elizabeth, wife to John Fortescue ; 
Katherine Stoketon ; John Stratton ; Philip Al- 
bert ; John Fleming ; Philip Agmondesham ; Wil- 
liam Skywith ; John Norlong ; John Baker ; Tho- 
mas AUcyne ; William Barton, mercer, 1410 ; 

* Because " of old time, since the raigne of WOliam the 
Conqueror (that first brought Jewes ttom Roan into this 
realme), mai y Jewes inhabited thereabouts, until that in the 
year 1290, the 18th of Edw. I., they were wholly and for ever 
by the said king banished this realme, having of their owne 
goodes to beare their charges, till they were out of dominions. 
The number of the Jewes at that time banished were 15060 
persons, whose houses being sold, the king made of them a 
mightie masse of money." — Ut edition, p. 219. 

f "Sixty years since."— 1j< ediHon, p 219. 

t " The tooth of some monstrous fish, as I take it. A 
shank-bone, of twenty-five inches long, of a man, as is said, 
but might be of an cdiphant." — Stow. 
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WUIiBm Helritfa, mercer, one of theaheri^ U2i ; 
Simon Bartlet, mereer, 1428; Walter OuurUev, 
amper, one of the BherifTs 1430; Richwd Rich, 
esquire, of London, the father, uid Rjchud Rich, 
' ' »□, mercer, one of the iheritTa 1443, deceased 
UCS, with this epitaph : 



■■ B»pln i 



lentil lent peril kqu 



Thii Hietiard wu father to John, buried \a St. 
ThoniM Acan, which John wM father to Thomaa, 
father to Kchard Lord Ritch, &c. ; John Piclier- 
);, honounble tor Bervice of his priuce and fur 
e En{{lieh merchants beyond the seaa, who de- 
DeaBedI448; Godfrey BoUen, mercer.mByor 1457 ; 
Thomas BoHen, hi* son, esquire, of Norfolk, U71 ; 
JohnAtkenBon,gent1eman ; Dame Mary SLMaure; 
John Waltham ; Roger Bonifant ; John Chayhee ; 
John Abbot ; GefTre; Fildin^, major 14G2, and 
Angell his wife ; Simou Benm^n, draper, and 
Joan hia wife ; John Marshal, mercer, mayor 1493 ; 
William Purehat, mayor I49S ; Thomas Burgoyne, 
sentleman, mercer, 1517 i the wife of a maaler of 
defeace, servant to the PrincesB of Wales, Dnch- 
ms of Cornwall, and Countess of Chester * ; Sir 
Richard Gresham, mayor 1537 : Sir Michell Dor- 

j mayor 1G41 1 Robert Charwy, one uf the ehc 
rilfe 1648 ; Sir William Row, ironmonger, mayor 

I; Samuel Thomhill, 1397. Thus much for 
Cheape ward, which hath an alderman, hia deputy, 

mon councillors eleven, conalabtee eleven, sca- 

'sra nine, for the wardmote inquest twelve, and 
_ ..adle. It is taxed to the Rfleen at T21- lfl>-, 
and in the Exchequer at b2l. 1 li. t 



Nkit to Chepe ward, on the north side thereof, is 
Coleman street ward, and beginoeth also in the 
sat, on the course of Walhrook in Lothbury, and 
■nnneth west on the south side to the end of Iron- 
nongers' lane, and on the nurih side to the west 
comer of Bassinges hall street. 

On the south side of Lothbury is the street called 
the Old Jury ; the one half, and better on both 
■ides, towanis Cheape, is of this ward. On Ihe 
north aide lieth Colenuin street, whereof the ward 
taketh name, wholly on both Ndea north to London 
wall, and from that north end along by the wall, 

1 MoregaU east, to the course of Walbrook ; 
and again from Coleman street west to the iron 
grates : and tbe«e be the bounds of this ward. 

Antiquities to be noted therein are these : First. 
the street of Lothberie, Lathbene, or Luadberie 
(for by all tliese names have I read it}, took the 
name {as it seeraethj of berie, or court r,f old time 
there kept, but by whom is grown out of memory. 
This street is possessed for the most part by foun- 
ders, that cast candlesticks, cliafing-diaheB, spice 
mortam, and such like copper or lutoii works, and 
do afterward turn them with the foot, and not with 
tbe wheel, to make them smooth and bright with 
tnrning and aerating (as some do term it), makmg 
a loathsome noise to the by-passers that have iHit 



been used to tbe like, and tberefore by Umiii dis- 
dainfully called Lolhberie. 

On the south side of this street, amongst the 
fouDdem, be some fiur houses and large for mer- 
chants, namely, one that of old time was the Jews' 
synagogue, which was defaced by the citizens of 
London, after that they liad slain seven hundred 
Jews, and spoiled the residue of theii 
year 1282, the 47th of Henry III, j 
after, in the year 1291, King Edward I. banished 
the remuanc of the Jews out of England, as ia afore 
showed. The said synagogue being so sui 
certain ft^rs got possession thereof ; " I 
year 1257," saith Mathew Taris, "there v 
in London a new order of friars, called Dt Paeai- 
teiUia Jan, or Featra i< Saeca, because they wep 
apparelled in sackcloth, who had their house ii 
London, near onto Aldersgate without the gate, am 
had license of Henry HI., in the fi4th of his imga, 
to remove from tliencv to any other place ; and in 
the S6tb he gave unto them this Jews' synagogue ; 
after whieh lime, Ellanor the queen, wife to Ed- 
ward 1., took into her protection, and warranted 
unto the prior and brethren De PeaiteiUia Jaa 
CkriMi of London, the said hind and building ii 



Culee 



nthe, 



risfa of St. Olav 



a the 



SL Margaret in Lothhery, by her granted, 

wnn consent of Slrphen de Folbourne, under- 

den of the Bridge-house, and other brethre 
tliat house, for sixty marks of silver, which 
had received of the said prior and brethren ol 
penCance, to the building of the said bridge." This 
order of fnan gathered many good scholars, and 
multiplied in number exceedingly, an tjl the cnoncil 
at Lyons, by the which it was decreed, that iirom 
that time forth there should be no more orders of 
begging friars* permitted, but only tbe four or- 
ders ; to wit, the Dominickc, or prcaebers, the '"' 
noriles, or grey friars, the Carmelites, <ir » 
friars, and the Auguslines : and so from that 
the begging friars deceased, and fell to nothing 

Now it followed, that in the year 1305, Robert 
Fitxwaller requested and obtained of the said King 
Edward I., that the same friars of the Sacks might 
assign to the said Robert their chapel or church, of 
old time called the Syns^gue of the Jews, 
adjoining to the then mansion place of the i 
Robert, which was in place where now standeth 
the Grocers' hall ; and the said Synagogue waa at 
the north comer of the Old Jnry. Robert L^rge, 
mercer, mayor m the year 1439, kept hia mayoralty 
in this house, and dwelt there until his dying day. 
This house standeth, and is of two parishca, as 
opening into Lolhberie, of St. Margaret's parisli, 
I and opening into the Old Jury of fit. Olave's parish. 
The said Robert Large gave liberally to both theas 
parishea, but was buried at St. Ulave's. Hngh 

• Chaucc, wbo tdll 01 thU unong the pi1|rlini to Cm. 






Clupton, mercer, mayor 1493, direlt in (hi* houiie, | grit rpim ' 
tai kept hi» nMyoiillr there : il is now s tsvem, the lord's 
and hath to aign a windnii)!. And ihuR much Tur 
this house, Bometime the Jews' synagogue, since a 
boose of frian, then a aolileman's housf, ^ter tliat 
a merchant's house, wherein mayoralties have been 
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Then is the Old Joric, a street w tailed of Jews 
Bometime dwelling there, and near adjoining, in the 
parisbea of Si. Olaie, St. Michael Basing! hall, 
St. Martin Iranmonger lane, St. Lawrence, ailed 
the Jmy, and u weal to Wood street. William, 
Dake of Normandy, iirst brought Ihem from Rouen 
to inhabit here. 

William Rufus favoured them so far, that he 
Sware by Luke's bee, his common oath, iF they could 
oTercome the Giristiaus, be would be one of iheir 

Henry II. grievously punished them for corrupt- 
mr his coin. 

Riehaid I. forbad Jews and women to be pre- 
nnt at his eoronalion, for fear of enchantments ; 
for brcaJdng of which commandment many Jews 



ig granted to ens'} for his homage the 
other put of the lands of the said Bimnnye in SI. 
Michael's parish, which lands that Pajnier held, 
and was the king's eochcal, and the lands of the 
< said liouonye in Ihe said parish, which Walur 
I Tumar held, and fifteen feet of land, which Hugh 
Harman held, with fifteen iron ells of Und, i ' 
' half in thetrunt of Ironmonger lane, in the pai 
' of St. Martin, which were the said Bononies of 
fee of the hiMpilal of St. Giles, and which Adam 



imbled t 



t the 






king with some gift, one of them was stricken bj 
Chnattan, which some unruly people perceiving, 
'em, beat them to their houses, and 
therein, or slew them at their coming 
one Also me Jews at Norwich, St, Edmondsbiu^, 
Lincoln, Stamford, and Lynne, were robbed and 
qwiled ; and at York, to Ihe number of five hun- 
dred, besides women and children, entered a tower 
of the csstle, proffered money to be in surety of 
thnr live*, bat the Christians would not Uke it, 
whereupon they cut the throats of their wives and 
children, and cast them over the walls on the 
Chrisdaa's heads, and then entering the king's 
lodging, Ihey burnt both ^e house and themselves. 
King John, in the llth of his reign, commanded 
all the Jewa, both men and women, to be impn- 
Booed and grievously punished, because he would 
have all their money : some of them gave all they 
had, and promised " i.^-j- 



Ihet 



h held, with ti 
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of then 



I of thel 



plucked ont ; amongst whom Ihi 
was one, which being tormented many ways, would 
Dot ransom himself, till the king had caused every 
day one of his great teeth Co be plucked out by Ihe 
nace of seven days, and then gave the king ten 
Innnsand marks of silver, ti> the end (hey should 
pull out no more : the said king at that time spoiled 
the Jews of sixty- '' ' ' 



! of their bouses repaired the gates and walls 
VI LiOndoii. 

KingHeniy III., in the llth of his reign, granted 
to Seroayne, or Balaster, the house of Benomye 
Mittnn Ibt Jew, in the parish .of St. Michael Bas- 
singhaoghe, in which the sud Benomy dwell, with 
Ihe fonrth part of all liis land, in that parish which 
William Elie held of the fee of Hngh Novell, and 
all the land in Coleman street belonging to the said 
Benomye, and Ihe fiinith part of the land in the 
nrisfa of St. Lawrence, which was the fee nf T, 
Bnckerell, and were escheated lo the king for the 
murder which the said Benomye committed in ihe 
city "f LondoFi, to hold to the eaid Semainc, wid 
his heirs, of the king, paying at tjwler a pair of 



the Jew of Caolerbury, in the parish of St. 
uiave, and which are of Ihe fee of Arnold le R 
and are the king's escheats as Ufore said. 

The 16th of the said Heniy, Ihe Jews in London 
built a synagogue, bat the king commanded 
should be 'dedicated lo our Slewed Lady, and after 
gave it to the brethren of St. Anihonie of Vienna, 
and so was it called St. Anthouie's hospital : this 
Henry founded a church and house fur converted 
Jews in New street, by the Temple, whereby il 
came to pass that in short time there was gathered 
a great number of converts. The 80th of 
I Henry, seven Jews were bronght from Norw 
■ which had stolen a chrislened child, had circi 

cised, and minded lo have crucified him at Easier, 
I wherefore Iheir bodies and goods were at the kinf 
I pleasure : Ihe 26th, the Jews were constrained 
I pay lo the king twenty thousand marks, at ti 
I terms in the year, or else to be kept in perpetual 
t prison : the 35th, he takelh inestimable sum 
, money of all rich men, namely, of Aaron, a <! 
born al York, fourteen thousand marks fur himself 
and ten thousand marks fur the queen ; and before 
be hod taken of the same Jew as much as in a 
amounted to thirty thousand marks of silver, ani 
two hundred marks of gold lo the queen : in tli 
40lh, were brought up to Westminsler two hundred 
and two Jews from Lincoln, for crucifying of j 
child named Hugh f ; eighteen of them wen 
hanged : the 43rd, a Jew at Tewkesbeiy feU into i 
privy on the Saturday, and would not that day be 
taken outforravereuce of his Sabbath { ; wherefore 
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lich WIS eiceedlnil]' populsi. In Fndiiund 
•doilnble wflik upon Ihe L«r" of the Middle 
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Richard Clare, Earl of Gloucester, kept him there 
till Monday, that he was dead : the 47th, the barons 
slew the Jews at London seven hundred ; the rest 
were spoiled, and their synagogue deiaoed, because 
one Jew would have forced a Christian to have 
paid more than two-pence for the loan of twenty 
shillings a week. 

The 3rd of Edward I., in a parliament at Lon- 
don, usury was forbidden to the Jews ; and that all 
usurers might be known, the king commanded that 
every usurer should wear a table on his breast, 
the breadth of a paveline, or else to avoid the 
realm. The 6th of the said King Edward a re- 
formation was made for clipping of the king*s coin, 
for which offence two hundred and sixty-seven 
Jews were drawn and hanged ; three were English 
Christians, and other were English Jews : the same 
year the Jews crucified a child at Northampton, 
for the which fact many Jews at London were 
drawn at horse-tfdls and hanged. The 1 1th of Ed- 
ward I., John Perkham, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
conmoanded the Bishop of London to destroy all 
tiie Jews* synagogues in his diocese. The 16th of 
the said Edward, all the Jews in England were in 
one day apprehended by precept from the king, but 
they redeemed themselves for twelve thousand 
pounds of silver ; notwithstanding, in the 19th of 
his reign, he banbhed them all out of England, 
giving them only to bear their charge, till they 
were out of his realm : the number of Jews then 
expulsed were fifteen thousand and sixty persons. 
The king nuide a mighty mass of money of their 
houses, which he sold, and yet the commons of 
England had granted and gave him a fifteenth of 
all their goods to banish them : and thus much for 
Hke Jews. 

In this said street, called the Old Jury, is a 
proper parish church of St. Olave UpweU, so called 
in record, 1320. John Brian, parson of St. Olave 
Upwell, in the Jury, founded there a chantry, and 
gave two messuages to that parish, the 16th of Ed- 
ward II., and was by the said king confirmed. In 
this church *, to the commendation of the parsons 
and parishioners, the monuments of the dead re- 
main less defaced than in many other : first, of 
William Dikman, fereno or ironmonger, one of the 
sheriffs of London 1367 ; Robert Haveloke, iron- 
monger, 1390 ; John Organ, mercer, one of the 
sheriffs 1365 ; John Forest, vicar of St Olave's, 
and of St. Stephen, at that time as a chapel annexed 
to St. Olave, 1399; H. Friole, tailor, 1400 ; T. 
Morsted, esquire, chirurgeon to Henry IV., V., and 
VI., one of the aiieriffs, 1436 : he built a fair new 
aisle to the enlargement of this church, on the 
north side thereof, wherein he lieth buried, 1450 ; 
Adam Breakspeare, chaplain, 141 1 ; William Kerk- 
bie, mercer, 1465 ; Robert Large, mercer, mayor 
1 440 ; he gave to that church two hundred pounds ; 
John Belwine, founder, 1467 ; Gabriel Rave, fuller, 
1511 ; Wentworth, esquire, 1510 ; Thomas Michell, 
ironmonger, 1527 ; Giles Dewes, servant to Henry 
VII. and to Henry VIII., clerk of their libraries, 

waa then expressed dialogue-wise between the Christian 

and htm, in these rh]rming verses : — 

Tende manui Salonton, ego te d* sUrcor* toUam. — 
Sahbata noatra colo, de ttercore mrgere nolo. 
Sabbata nostra qMi€iem Salomon eelebrabU ibidem." 
* " A well was under the east end of this church, late 

turned to a pumpe, but decayed." — Stow. 



and schoolmaster for the French tongue to Prince 
Arthur and to the Lady Mary, 1535 ; Richard 
Chamberlaine, ironmonger, one of the sheriffs, 
1562 ; Edmond Burlacy, mercer, 1583 ; John 
Brian, &c. 

From this parish church of St. Olave, to the 
north end of the Old Jewry, and from thence west 
to the north end of Ironmongers' lane, and from 
the said comer into Ironmongers' lane, abnoet to 
the parish church of St. Martin, was of old time 
one large building of stone, very ancient, made in 
place of Jews' houses, but of wliat antiquity, or by 
whom the same was built, or for what use, I have 
not learnt, more than that King Henry VI., in the 
16th of his reign, gave the office of being porter or 
keeper thereof unto John Stent for term of his life, 
by the name of his principal palace in the Old 
Jury : this was in my youth called the old Ward- 
rope, but of later time the outward stone wall hath 
been by little and little taken down, and divers lair 
houses built thereupon, even round about. 

Now for the north side of this Lothburie, be- 
ginning again at the east end thereof, upon the 
water-course of Walbrooke, have ye a proper pa- 
rish church called St Margaret, which seemeth to 
be newly re-edified and built about the year 1440 ; 
for Robert Large gave to the choir of that church 
one hundred shillings and twenty pounds for orna- 
ments ; more, to the vaulting over ihe water-course 
of Walbrook by the said church, for the enlarging 
thereof two hundred marks. 

There be monuments in this church — of Regi- 
nald Coleman, son to Robert Coleman, buried there 
1483 : this said Robert Coleman may be supposed 
the first builder or owner of Coleman street, and 
that St Stephen's church, then built in Coleman 
street, was but a chapel belonging to the parish 
church of St Olave in the Jury ; for we read (as 
afore) that John Forest, vicar of St Olave's, and 
of the chapel annexed of St. Stephen, deceased in 
the year 1399 *. Hugh Clopton, mercer, mayor, 
deceased 1496 ; John Dimocke, Anselme Becker, 
John Julian, and William Ilford, chantries there ; 
Sir Brian Tewke, knight, treasurer of the chamber 
to King Henry VIII., and Dame Grisilde his wife, 
that deceased after him, were there buried 1536 ; 
John Fetiplace, draper, esquire, 1464, and Joan 
his wife ; Sir Hugh Witch, mercer, mayor, son to 
Richard Witch, entombed there 1466 : he gave to 
his third wife three thousand pounds, and to maids* 
marriages five hundred marks ; Sir John Leigh, 
1564, with this epitaph : 

*' No wealth, no prayse, no bright renowne, no akiU, 
No force, no fame, no princes loue, no toyle, 
Though forralgne land by trauell search ye will. 
No faithfull sendee of the country soyle. 
Can life prolong one minute of an houre, 
But death at length will execute his power ; 
For Sir John Leigh to sundry countries knowne, 
A worthy knight well of his prince esteemde. 
By seeing much, to great experience growne, 
Though safe on seas, though sure on land he seemde. 
Yet here he lyes too soone by death opprest. 
His fame yet Hues, his soule in heauen doth rest.*' 

By the west end of this parish church have ye 
a fair water conduit, built at the charges of the city 
in the year 1546. Sir Martin Bowes being mayor, 

* " This may be some argument which I overpasae."— 
lit edition, p. 223. 
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two fifteens were levied of the citizens toward the 
charges thereof. This water is conveyed in great 
abnndanee from divers springs lying betwixt Hox- 
ton and Jseldon. 

Next is the Founders' hall, a proper house, and 
80 to the south-west comer of Baasinges hall street, 
have ye fair and large houses for merchants ; 
namely, the comer house at the end of Bassinges 
hall street ; an old piece of work, built of stone, 
Bometime belonging to a certain Jew named Man- 
sere, the son of .Ajiron, the son of Ck>ke the Jew, 
the 7th of Edward I. ; since to Rahere de Sopar's 
lane, then to Simon Francis. Thomas Bradbery, 
mercer, kept bis mayoralty there ; deceased 1S09. 
Part of this house hath been lately employed as a 
market-house for the sale of woollen bays, watmols, 
flannels, and such like. Alderman Bennet now 
p oes casc th it. 

On this north side against the Old Jury is Cole- 
man street, so called of Coleman, the first builder 
and owner thereof ; as also of Colechurch, or Cole- 
man diurch, against the great conduit in Cheape. 
Th» is a fair and large street, on both sides built 
with divers fair houses, besides alleys, with small 
tenements in great number. On the east side of 
thb street, almost at the north end thereof, is the 
Armourers' hall, which company of armourers 
were made a fratemity or guild of St George, with 
a chantry in the chapel of St. Thomas in Paule's 
church, in the 1st of Henry VI. Also on the same 
side is King's alley and Love lane, both containing 
many tenements ; and on the west side, towards 
the south end, is the parish church of St. Stephen, 
wherein the monuments are defiu»d : notwith- 
standing, I find that William Crayhag founded a 
chantry there, in the reign of Edwurd II., and was 
buried there * : also John Essex, the 36th of Ed- 
ward III. ; Adam Goodman, the 37th of Edward 
III. ; WilUam Kincr, draper, sometime owner of 
King's alley, the l8Ui of Richard II. ; John Stoke- 
ling, the 10th of Henry VI. ; John Arnold, leather- 
selter, the 17th of Henry VI.; Thomas Bradberie, 
mercer, mayor, the Ist of Henry VIII. ; his tomb 
remaineth on the north side the choir ; Richard 
Hanmey, 1418 ; Kimigham, 1468 ; Sir John 
Garme ; Richard Colsel ; Edmond Harbeke, cur- 
rier ; all these were benefactors, and buried there. 
This church was sometime a synagogue of the 
Jews, then a pariah church, then a cluipel to St. 
OUve's in the Jury, until the 7th of Edward IV., 
and was then incorporated a parish church. 

By the east end of this church is placed a cock 
of sweet water, taken of the main pipe that goeth 
into Lothberie. Also in London wall, directly 
against the north end of Coleman street, is a con- 
duit of water, made at the charges of Thomas Ex- 
mew, goldsmith, mayor 1517. And let here be the 
end of this ward, which hath an alderman, his de- 
puty, common councillors four, constables four, 
scavengers four, of the wardmote inquest thirteen, 
andabeadle. It is taxed to the fifteen at 15;.16f.9ti.t 

BASBINGS HALL WARD. 

Thk next adjoining to Coleman street, on the west 

• '* There is one tomb on the south side the quire, but 
vtthottt inscription.''— 1«< •dUi<m, p. 225. 

t " It is taxed to the fifteen in London at nineteen pound, 
and in tlie Exeheqoer at nineteen pound."— !«/ erfjMen, 
p. 225. 



side thereof, is Bassings hall ward, a snudl thing, 
and consisteth of one street called Bassings hall 
street, of Bassings hall, the most principal house 
whereof the ward taketh name. It beginneth in 
the south by the late spoken market-house called 
the Bay hall, which is the last house of Coleman 
street ward. This street runneth from thence north 
down to London wall, and some little distance, both 
east and west, against the said hall ; and this is the 
bound of Bassings hall ward. 

Monuments on the east side Uiereof, amongst 
divers fair houses for merchants, have ye three 
halls of companies ; namely, the Masons' hall for 
the first, but of what antiquity that company is I 
have not read. The next is the Weavers* hall, 
which company hath been of great antiquity in this 
city, as appeareth by a charter of Henry II., in 
these words, B^ omnibus ad quos, &c., to be En- 
glished thus : — ^ Henrie, king of England, duke of 
Normandie, and of Guian, &r\ of Anjou, to the 
bishop, justices, shiriffes, barons, ministers, and all 
his true lieges of London, sendeth greeting : Know 
ye that we nave granted to the weavers in London 
their guild, with all the freedomes and customes 
that they had in the time of King Henrie my grand- 
father, so that none but they intermit withm the 
ciUe of their craft but he be of their guild, neither 
in Southwark, or other places pertaining to London, 
otherwise than it was done m the time of King 
Henrie my grandfather ; wherefore I will and 
straightly commaund that over all lawfully they 
may treate, and have all aforesaid, as well in peace, 
free, worshipful!, and wholy, as they had it, freer, 
better, worahipfullier, and wholier, than in the time 
of King Henrie my grandfather, so that they yeeld 
yearely to mee two markes of gold at the feast of 
St. Michaell ; and I forbid that any man to them 
do any unright, or disseise, upon paine of ten pound. 
Witnes, Thomas of Canterburie, Warwicke fili Gar, 
Chamberlaine at Winchester *." Also I read, that 
the same Heniy II., in the 31st of his reign, made 
a confirmation to the weavers that had a guild or 
firatemity in London, wherein it appeareth that the 
said weavers made woollen cloth, and that they had 
the correction thereof ; but amongst other articles 
in that patent, it was decreed, that if any man 
made cloth of Spanish wool, mixed with English 
wool, the portgrave, or principal magistrate of Lon- 
don, ought to bum it, &c. 

Moreover, in the year 1 197 1* King Richard I., 
at the instance of Hubert, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and Justicier of England, ordained that the 
woollen cloths in every part of this realm should 
be in breadth two yairds within the lists, and as 
good in the midst as in the sides, &c. King Henry 
III. granted that they should not be vexed, for the 
burels, or cloth listed, according to the constitution 
made for breadth of cloth the 9th of his reign, &c. 
Richard II., in the 3rd of his reign, granted an 
order of agreement between the weavers of Lon- 
don, Englishmen, and aliens, or strangers bom, 
brought in by Edward III. 

Lower down is the Girdlers' X hal\, and this is 
all touching the east side of this ward. 

• Patent. t Matthew Pari'. 

X The Oinllen were incorporated by letters patent of 27th 
Henry VI. 6th Aug. 1449, which were contlrmed by Elisabeth 
in 1568, when the pinners and wire-drawers were incorpo- 
rated with them. Strype says they seem to have been a fra- 
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On the west side, almost at the south end thereof, 
is Bakewell hall, corruptly called Blackewall hall : 
concerning the original whereof I have heard divers 
opinions, which I overpass as fables without colour 
of truth ; for though tlie same seemed a building of 
great antiquity, yet in mine opinion the foundation 
thereof was first laid since the conquest of William, 
Duke of Normandie ; for the same was built upon 
vaults of stone, which stone was brought from Caen 
in Normandie, the like of that of Paule's church, 
'built by Mauritius and his successors, bishops of 
London ; but that this house hath been a temple or 
Jewish synagogue (as some have fantasied) I allow 
not, seeing that it had no such form of roundness, or 
other likeness, neither had it the form of a church, 
for the assembly of Christians, which are built east 
and west, but contrariwise the same was built north 
and south, and in form of a nobleman*s house ; and 
therefore the best opinion in my iudgment is, that 
it was of old time belonging to the family of the 
Bassings, which was in this realm a name of great 
antiquity and renown, and that it bare also the 
name of that family, and was called therefore Bas- 
sings haugh, or hall ; whereunto I am the rather 
induced, for that the arms of that family were of 
old time so abundantly placed in sundry parts of 
that house, even in the stone-work, but more espe- 
cially on the walls of the hall, which carried a con- 
tinual painting of them on every side, so close to- 
gether as one escutcheon could be placed by another, 
which I myself have often seen and noted before 
the old building was taken down : these arms were 
a gyronny of twelve points, gold and azure. Of the 
Bassinges therefore, builders of this house and 
owners of the ground near adjoining, that ward 
taketh the name, as Coleman street ward of Cole- 
man, and Faringden ward of William and Nicholas 
Faringden, men that were principal owners of those 
places. 

And of old time the most noble persons that in- 
habited this city were appointed to be principal 
magistrates there, as was Godfrey de Magun (or 
Magnavile), portgrave, or sheriff, in the reign of 
William Conqueror, and of William Rufus ; Hugh 
de Buch, in the reign of Henry I. ; Auberie de 
Vere, Earl of Oxford ; after him, Gilbert Becket, 
in the reign of King Stephen ; after that, Godfrey 
de Magnavile, the son of William, the son of God- 
frey de Magnavile, Earls of Essex, were portgraves 
or sheriffs of London and Middlesex. In the reign 
of Henry IL, Peter Fitzwalter ; after him, John 
Fitznigel, &c. ; so likewise in the reign of King 
John, the 16th of his reign, a time of great trou- 
bles, in the year 1214, Salomon Bassing and Hugh 
Bassing, barons of this realm, as may be supposed, 
were sheriffs ; and the said Salomon Bassing was 
mayor in the year 1216, which was the Ist of 
Henry III. Also Adam Bassing, son to Salomon 
(as it seemeth), was one of the sheriffs in the year 
1243, the 28th of Henrv HI. 

Unto this Adam de Bassing King Henry III., in 
the 31st of his reign, gave and confirmed certain 
messuages in Aldermanbury, and in Milke street 
(places not far from Bassinges hall), the advowson 

ternity of St. Lawrence, because of the three gridirons their 
arms ; but those north country readers, who know what hgir- 
dU iron is, will probably agree with me in thinking the grid- 
irons or girdle irons are borne with reference to the name of 
the company. 



of the church at Bassinges hall, with sundry liber- 
ties and privileges. 

This man was afterwards mayor in the year 
1251, the 36th of Henry III. ; moreover, Thomas 
Bassing was one of the sheriffs 1269 ; Robert Bas- 
sing, sheriff, 1279 ; and Wilham Bassing was she- 
riff 1308, &c. ; for more of the Bassings in this 
city I need not note, only I read of this family of 
Bassinges in Cambridgeshire*, called Bassing at 
the bourn, and more shortly Bassing bourn, and 
gave arms, as is afore showed, and was painted 
about this old haU. But this family is worn out, 
and hath left the name to the plaoe where they 
dwelt. Thus much for this Bassings hall. 

Now how Blakewell hall took that name is an- 
other question ; for which I read that Thomas 
Bakewell dwelt in this house in the 36th of Ed- 
ward III. ; and that in the 20th of Richard II., 
the said king, for the sum of fifty pounds, which 
the mayor and commonalty had paid into the hana- 
per, granted licence so much as was in him to John 
Frosh, William Parker, and Stephen Spilman (citi- 
zens and mercers), that they, the said messuage 
called Bakewell hail, and one garden, with the ap- 
purtenances, in the parish of St. Michael of Bas- 
sings haugh, and of St. Laurence in the Jurie of 
London, and one messuage, two shops, and one gar- 
den, in the said parish of St Michael, which they 
held of the king in burghi^e, might give and as- 
sign to the mayor and conmionalty for ever. This 
Bakewell hall, thus established, hath been long 
since employed as a weekly market-place for all 
sorts of woollen cloths, broad and narrow, brought 
from all parts of this realm, there to be sold. In 
the 2l8t of Richard IL, R. Whittington, mayor, 
and in the 22nd, Drengh Barringtine being mayor, 
it was decreed that no foreigner or stranger should 
seH any woollen cloth but in the Bakewell hall, 
upon pain of forfeiture thereof. 

This house of late years growing ruinous, and in 
danger of falling, Richard May, merchant-tailor, 
at his decease gave towards the new building of the 
.outward part thereof three hundred pounds, upon 
condition that the same should be performed wiUiin 
three years after his decease ; whereupon the old 
Bakewell hall was taken down, and in the month of 
February next following, the foundation of a new, 
strong, and beautiful storehouse being laid, the 
work thereof was so diligently applied, that within 
the space of ten months after, to the charges of two 
thousand five hundred pounds, the same was finished 
in the year 1588. 

Next beyond this house be placed divers lair 
houses for merchants and others, till ye come to 
the back gate of Guildhall, which gate and part of 
the building within the same is of tliis ward. Some 
small distance beyond this gate the coopers have 
their common hall. Then is the pM*iBh church of 
St. Michacll, called St. Michaell at Bassings hall, a 
proper church lately re-edified or new built, whereto 
John Barton, mercer, and Agnes his wife, were 
great bene&ctors, as appeareth by his mark placed 

* " Only I read of a branch of this family of Bassinges to 
have spread itself into Cambridgeshire, near unto a water or 
bourne, and was therefore, for a difference from other of 
that name, called Bassing at the bourn, and more shortly 
Bassing borne. But this family is also wome out, and hath 
left the name to the place where they dwelt." — 1«< edUUm, 
p. 228. 
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thnmghoat the whole roof of the choir and middle 
aisle of the chureh : he deceased in the year 14IM>, 
and was honed in the choir, with this epitaph : 

** John Barton lyeth ruder here. 
Sometimes of London, dtisen and mercer. 
And Unet his wife, with their progeoie, 
Beene turned to earth as ye maj see : 
Friends free what so ye bee. 
Pray ft»r ts we you pray, 
As you see ts in this degree. 
So shall yoa be another day." 

Frances Cooke, John Martin, Edward Bromflit, 
e^nire, of Warwickshire. 1 4d0 ; Richard Barnes, 
Sir Roger Roe, Roger Velden, 1479 ; Sir James 
Yarford, mercer, mayor, deceased 1526, buried im- 
der a fair tomb with his lady in a special chapel by 
him built on the north side of the choir ; Sir John 
OreshAm, mercer, mayor, deceased 1554 ; Sir John 
Ailife, chimrgeon, then a grocer, one of the sheriffs 
1548 ; Nichohhs Bakhorst, one of the sheriffs 1577 ; 
Wolston Dixi, skinner, mayor 1585, &c. Thus 
hare yoo noted one pariah church of St. Michaell, 
Bakewell hall, a market-place for woollen cloths ; 
the Masons' hall. Weavers' hall. Cordeliers' hall, 
and Coopers' halL And thus I end this ward, which 
hath an alderman, his deputy, for common council 
four, constables two, scavengers two, for the ward- 
mote inquest seventeen, and a beadle. It is taxed 
to the fifteen in London at seven pounds, and like- 
wise in the Exchequer at seven pounds. 

CRIPPLESGATE WARD. 

Thb next ward is called of Crippleseate, and con- 
sisteth of divers streets and lanes, lying as well 
without the gate and wall of the city as within : 
firM within the wall, on the east part thereof, to- 
I wards the north, it runneth to the west side of 
I Baasings hall ward, and toi»imls the south it join- 
I eth to the ward of Cbeape. It beginneth at the 
I west end of St. Laurence church in the Jurie, on 
! the north side, and runneth west to a pump, where 
sometime was a well with two buckets, at the south 
comer of Aldermanburie street ; which street 
runneth down north to Gayspurre lane, and so to 
London wall, which street and lane are wholly on 
both sides of this ward, and so be some few houses 
on both the sides from Ga}«purre lane, by and 
against the wall of the city, east to the grates made 
for the water-course of the channels, and west to 
Cripplesgate. Now on the south side, from over 
against ue west end of St. Laurence church to the 
pump, and then by Milke street south unto Clieape, 
whii^ Milke street is wholly on both the sides of 
Cripplegate ward, as also without the south end of 
Milke street, a part of West Cheape, to wit, from 
the Standard to the Cross, is all of Cripplegate ward. 
Then down Great Wood street, which is wholly of 
til is ward on both the sides thereof ; so is Little 
Wood street, which runneth down to Cripplegate. 

Out ni this Wood street be divers lanes ; namely, 
on the east side is Lad lane, which runneth east to 
Milke street comer ; down lower in Wood street is 
Love lane, which lieth by the south side of St. Al- 
ban's chureh in Wood street, and runneth down to 
the Conduit in Aldermanburie street. Lower down 
in Wood street is Addle street, out of the wliich 
runneth Phillip lane down to London wall. These 
be the lanes on the east side. 



On the west side of Wood street is Huggen lane, 
by the south sid^ of St. MichaeFs church, and goeth 
through to Guthuruns lane. Then lower is Maiden 
lane, which runneth west to the north end of 
Gutlierons lane, and up the said lane on the east 
side thereof, till against Ker}* lane, and back again : 
then the said Maiden lane, on the north side, goeth 
up to Staining lane, and up a part thereof, on the 
east side, to the farthest north part of Haberdash- 
ers' hall, and back again to Wood street ; and there . 
lower down is Silver street, which is of this ward, 
till ye come to the east end of St. Olave's chturch, 
on the south side, and to Mcmkes well street on the 
north side ; then down the said Munkes well street 
on the east side thereof, and so to Cripplegate, do 
make the bounds of this ward within tlie walls. 

Without Cripplegate, Fore street runneth thwart 
before the gate, from against the north side of St. 
Giles church, along to More lane end, and to a 
Postern lane end, tliat nmneth betwixt the town 
ditch on the south, and certain gardens on the 
north, almost to Moregate ; at the east of which 
lane is a pot-maker's house, which house, with all 
other the gardens, houses, and alle\'s, on that side 
the Morefields, till ye come to a bridge and cow- 
house near unto Fensburie court, is all of Cripple- 
gate ward ; then to turn hack again through the 
said Postern lane to More lane, which More lane, 
with all the alleys and buildings there, is of this 
ward ; after that is Grub street, more than half 
thereof to the straitening of the street ; next is 
Whitecrosse street, up to the end of Bech lane, and 
then Redcrosse street wholly, with a part of Gold- 
ing lane, even to the posts there placed, as a 
boimder. 

Then is Bech lane before spoken of, on the east 
side of tlie Red crosee and the Barbican street, 
more than half thereof toward Aldersgate street ; 
and so have yoi| all the botmds of Cripplegate ward 
without the walls. 

Now for antiquities and ornaments in this ward 
to be noted : I find first, at the meeting of the cor^ 
ners of the Old Jurie, Milke street, Lad lane, and 
Aldermanburie, there was of old time a fair well 
with two bucketa, of late years converted to a pump. 
How Aldermanbury street took that name many 
fables have been bruited, all which I overpass as 
not worthy the counting ; but to be short, I say, 
this street took the name of Alderman's bune 
(which is to say a court), there kept in their bery, 
or court, but now called the Guildhall ; which hiUl 
of old time stood on the east side of the same 
street, not far from the west end of Guildhall, now 
used. Touching the antiquity of this old Alder- 
num's burie or court, 1 have not read other than 
that Ricliard Renery, one of the sheriffs of Lon- 
don in the 1st of Richard I., which was in the 
year of Clirist 1 189, pave to the church of St. Mary 
at Osney, by Oxford, certain groimd and rents in 
Aldennanbery of London, as appeareth by the re- 
gister of that church, as is also entered into the 
hoistinges of the Guildhall in London. This old 
berv' court or hall continued, and the courts of the 
mavor and aldermen were continuallv holden there, 
until the new l>er}' court, or Guildhall that now is, 
wsM built and finished ; which hall was first begtm 
to hvt found etl in the year 1411, and was not fully 
finished in twenty vears after. I myself have seen 
tlie ruiiLM of the old court liall in Aldermanber}* 
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street, which of late hath been employed as a car- 
penter's yard, &c. 

Id this Aldermanbury street be divers fair houses 
on both the sides, meet for merchants or men of 
worship, and in the midst thereof is a fair conduit, 
made at the charges of William Eastfield, sometime 
mayor, who took order as well for water to be con- 
veyed from Teybome, and for the building of tiiis 
Conduit, not far distant from his dwelling-house, as 
also for a Standard of sweet water, to be erected in 
Fleet street, all which was done by his executors, 
as in another place I have showed. 

Then is the parish church of St. Mary Alderman- 
bury, a fair church, with a churchyard, and cloister 
adjoining ; in the which cloister is hanged and 
fastened a shank-bone of a man (as is said), very 
great, and larger bv three inches and a half than 
that which hangeth in St. Lawrence church in the 
Jury, for it is in length twenty-eight inches and a 
half of assise, but not so hiu^ and steele-like as 
the other, for the same is light, and somewhat pory 
and spongy. This bone is said to be found amongst 
the bones of men removed from the charnel-house 
of Powles, or rather from the cloister of Powles 
church ; of both which reports I doubt, for that 
the late Reyne Wolfe, stationer (who paid for the 
carriage of those bones from tne chamel to the 
Morefields), told me of some thousands of carrie 
loads and more to be conveyed, whereof he won- 
dered, but never told me of any such bone in either 
place to be found ; neither would the same have 
been easily gotten from him if he had heard thereof, 
except he had reserved the like for himself, being 
the greatest preserver of antiquities in those parts 
for his time*. True it is, that this bone (from whence 
soever it came) being of a man (as the form show- 
eth), must needs be monstrous, and itaore than after 
the proportion of five shank-bones of any man now 
living amongst us. 

There lie buried in this church — Simon Winch- 
combe, esquire, 1391 ; Robert Combarton, 1422 ; 
John Wheatley, mercer, 1428 ; Sir William Est- 
fild, knight of the bath, mayor 1438, a great bene- 
factor to that church, under a fair monument : he 
also built their steeple, changed their old bells into 
five tuneable bells, and gave one hundred pounds 
to other works of that church. Moreover, he caused 
the Conduit in Aldermanbury, which he had begun, 
to be performed at his charges, and water to be 
conveyed by pipes of lead from Tybome to Fleet 
street, as I have said : and also from High Berie 
to the parish of St. Giles without Cripplegate, where 
the inhabitants of those parts incastellated the 
same in sufficient cisterns. John Midleton, mercer, 
mayor 1472 ; John Tomes, draper, 1486 ; William 
Bucke, tailor, 1501 ; Sir William Browne, mayor 
1607 ; Dame Margaret Jeninges, wife to Stephen 

* ''Reyne Wolf, a grave antiquary, collected the great 
chronicles, increased and publlnhed by his executors, under 
the name of Ralph Holonshead.** — Stow. 

The first edition of Hol%nthedC$ Chronicle* of England^ 
Scotland^ and Ireland^ was printed for John Harrison the 
elder in 1577. From Holinshed's dedicatory epistle to Lord 
Burleigh, it would seem that Reginald Wolfe projected and 
even executed the greater part of the work, it having " pleased 
God to call him to his mercie after xxv yexrs travail spent 
therein." Wolfe, in fact, intended to make these Chronicles 
the foundation of *'An Universali Cotmographie of the Whole 
World." 



Jeninges, mayor 1615 ; a widow named Starkey, 
sometmie wife to Modie ; Raffe Woodcock, grocer, 
one of the sheriffs 1586 ; Dame Mary Gresham, 
wife to Sir John Gresham, 1638 ; Thomas Godfrey, 
remembrancer of the ofiBce of the first fruits, 1577* 

Beneath this church have ye Gay spur lane, 
which runneth down to London wall, as is afore 
showed. In this lane, at the north end thereof, 
was of old time a house of nuns ; which house being 
in great decay, William Elsing, mercer, in the year 
of Christ 1320, the 3rd of Edward III., began in 
place thereof the foundation of an hospital for sus- 
tentation of one hundred blind men ; towards the 
erection whereof he gave his two houses in the 
parishes of St. Alphage, and our Blessed Lady in 
Aldermanbury, near Cripplegate*. This house 
was after called a priory, or hospital, of St. Maxy 
the Virgin, founded in the year 1332 by W. EUsing, 
for canons regular ; the which William became the 
first prior there. Robert Elsing, son to the said 
William, gave to the hospital twelve pounds by the 
year, for tne finding of three priests : he also gave 
one hundred shillings towards the indosltag of the 
new churchyard without Aldgate, and one hundred 
shillings to the inclosing of the new churchyard 
without Aldersgate ; to Thomas Elsing, his son, 
eighty pounds, the rest of his goods to be sold and 
given to the poor. This hotise, valued 193^. 16«. bd,^ 
was surrendered the eleventh of May, the 22nd of 
Henry VIII. 

The monuments that were in this church de- 
faced : — Thomas Cheney, son to William Clieney ; 
Thonuis, John, and William Chenev ; John NorUi- 
ampton, draper, mayor 1381 ; Edmond Hunger- 
ford ; Henry Frowike ; Joan, daughter to Sir Wil- 
liam Cheney, wife to William Stoke ; Robert Eldar- 
broke, esquire, 1460 ; Dame Joan Ratdiffe ; Wil- 
liam Fowler ; William Kingstone ; Thomas Swine- 
ley, and Helen his wife, &c. The principal aisle of 
tins church towards the north was pulled down, 
and a frame of four houses set up in place : the 
other part, from the steeple upward, was converted 
into a parish church of St. Alphage ; and the pa- 
rish church which stood near unto the wall of the 
city by Cripplesgate was pulled down, the plot 
thereof made a carpenter's yard, with saw-pits. 
The hospital itself, the prior and canons' house, 
with other lodgings, were made a dwelling-house ; 
the churchyard is a garden plot, and a fair gallery 
on the cloister ; the lodgings for the poor are trans- 
lated into stabling for horses. 

In the year 1641, Sir John Williams, master of 
the king's jewels, dwelling in this house on Christ- 
mas even at night, about seven of the clock, a great 
fire began in the gallery thereof, which bum^ so 
sore, that the flame firing the whole house, and 
consuming it, was seen all the city over, and was 
hardly quenched, whereby many of the king's jewels 
were burnt, and more embezzled (as was saidf). 
Sir Rowland Heyward, mayor, dwelt in this Spittle, 
and was buried there 1693 ; Richard Lee, cUicu 
Clarenciaux king of arms, 1597- 

Now to return to Milk street, so called of milk 



* " Obtaining first the king's licence of mortmain under 
the great seal ot England."— Uf edition, p. 254. 

t " The Lord William of Thame was buried in this church, 
and so was his successor in that house, Sir Rowlard Hey- 
ward."— l«l edition, p. 235. 
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■old there *, there be many fair hoiues for wealthy 
merchants and other ; amongst the which I read, 
that Gregory Rokesley, chief assay master of the 
king's mints, and mayor of London in the year 
1275, dwelt in this Milk street, in a house belong* 
ing to the priory of Lewes in Sussex, whereof be 
was tenant at will, paying twenty shillings by the 
year, without f other chitfge : such were the rents 
of those times. 

In this Milke street is a small iiarish church of 
St Marie Magdalen, which hath of late years been 
repaired. William Browne, mayor 1513, gave to 
this church forty pounds, and was buried there ; 
Thomas Exmew, mayor 1528, gave forty pounds, 
and was buried there ; so was John Milford, one of 
the sheriffs 1375 ; John Olney, mayor 1475 ; Ri- 
chard Rawson, one of the sheriffs 1476 ; Henry 
Kelsey ; Sir John Browne, mayor 1497 ; Thomas 
Muschampe, one of the sheriffs 1463 ; Sir William 
CantilOy knight, mercer, 1462 ; Henry Cantlow, 
mercer, merchant of the Staple, who built a chapel, 
tnd was buried there 1495 ; John West, alderman, 
1517 ; John Blachell, alderman, 1658 ; Thomas 
Skinner, dothworker, mayor 1596. 

Then next is Wood street, by what reasoo so 
called I know not True it is, that of old time, ac- 
cording to a decree made in the reign of Richard I., 
the houses in London were built of stone for de- 
fence of fire ; which kind of bnildine was used for 
two hundred years or more, but of hter time for 
the winning of ground taken down, and houses of 
timber set up in place. It seemeth therefore that 
this street hath been of the latter building, all of 
timber (for not one house of stone hath been known 
there), and therefore called Wood street ; other- 
wise it might take the name of some builder or 
owner thereof. 

Thomas Wood, one of the sheriffs in the year 
1491, dwelt there ; he was an especial benefactor 
towards the building of St Peter's church at Wood 
street end ; he also built the beautiful front of 
houses in Cheape over against Wood street end, 
which is called Goldsmiths' row, garnished with the 
likeness of woodmen : his predecessors might be 
the first builders, owners, and namers of this street 
after their own name. - 

On the east side of this street is one of the prison 
houses pertaining to the sheriffs of London, and is 
called the Compter in Wood street, which was pre- 
pared to be a prison house in the year 1555 ; and 
on the eve of St. Michael the Archangel, the prison- 
ers that lay in the Compter in Bread street were re- 
moved to this Compter in Wood street Beneath 
this Compter is Lad lane, or Ladle lane, for so T 
find it of record in the parish of St Michaell Wood 
street ; and beneath that is Love Une, so odled of 
wantons. 

By this lane is the parish church of St Alban, 
whieh hath the monuments of Sir Richard lUing- 
worth, baron of the exchequer ; Thomas Chat- 
worth, grocer, mayor 1443 ; John Woodcocke, 
mayor 1405 ; John Collet, and Alice his wife ; 
Ralph Thomas ; Ralph and Richard, sons of Ralph 
Illingworth, which was son to Sir Richard Illing- 
worth, baron of the exchequer ; Thomas, son of 



• ** As fa suppoMd.**— 1W ediiion, p. 239. 
t " Without being bounden to reparations or other charge. 
fbid. 



Sir Thomas Fitzwilliams ; Thomas Halton, mercer, 
mayor 1450 ; Thomas Ostrich, haberdasher, 1483 ; 
Richard Swetenham, esquire ; and William Dim- 
thome, town-clerk of London^ with this epitaph : 

" Fmlix primta dies po§tquam wtortalibu* €tvi 
Ceueritt hie morbus subit^ atque reptnte seneetus. 
Turn wMrst qua nostrum Dunthom eseidisss WiUlmum, 
Haud cuiquam latuisse reor, dignissimus (inquamj, 
Artibus hie Doctor^ nee non eeleberrimus hujus 
Clerieus Urbis erat, primus^ nuttique secundus, 
Moribus, ingeniOf sUutio^ nil dixeris illi, 
Quin dederit natura boni, pius ipse modesHu^ 
LonganiwsMS, soUrs^ patiens, super omnia gratus, 
Quique sub imwsensas euros poriosque laborsSf 
Anxius atteritur vita, dum carpserit auras, 
Hoe tetro in tumulo, eompostus pace quieseit." 

Simon Morsted ; Thomas Pikehurst, esquire ; Ri- 
chard Take ; Ilobert Ashcombe ; Thomas Lovet, 
esquire, sheriff of Northamptonshire 1491 ; John 
Spare ; Katheren, daughter to Sir Thomas Mirley, 
knight * ; William Linchlade, mercer, 1392 ; John 
Penie, mercer, 1450 ; John Thomas, mercer, 1485 ; 
Christopher Hawse, mercer, one of the sheriffs 
1503 ; William Skarborough, vintner ; Simon de 
Berching ; Sir John Cheke, knight, schoolmaster 
to King Edward VI., deceased 1557 ; do lie here. 

Then is Adle street, the reason of which name I 
know not, for at this present it is replenished with 
fair buildings on boUi sides ; amongst the which 
there was sometime the Pinners' hall, but that 
company being decayed, it is now the Plaisterers' 
hall. 

Not &r from thence is the Brewers' hall, a fair 
house, which company of Brewers was incorpo- 
rated by King Henry VI., in the 16th of his reign, 
confirmed by the name of St Mary and St Thomas 
the Martyr, the 19th of Edward IV. 

From the West end of this Adle street, Little 
Wood street runneth down to Cripplesgate : and 
somewhat east firom the Sim tavern, against the 
wall of the city, is the Curriers' hall. 

Now, on the west side of Wood street, have ye 
Huggen lane, so called of one Hugan that of old 
time dwelt there : he was called Hugan in the lane, 
as I have read in the 34th of Edward I. This Ume 
runneth down by the south side of St Michael's 
church in Wood street, and so growing very nar- 
row by means of late enemaehments to Guthuron's 
lane. 

The parish church of St Michael in Wood street 
is a proper thing, and lately well reraured. John 
Ive, parson of this church, John Forster, gold- 
smith, and Peter Fikelden, tailor, gave two mes- 
suages, and two shops, with solars, cellars, and 
other edifices, in the same parish and street, and in 
Ladle lane, to the reparations of the church, chan- 
cel, and other works of charity, the 16th of 
Richard II. 

The monuments here be of William Bambrough, 
the son of Henry Bambroueh of Skardborough, 
1392 ; William Turner, waxchandler, 1400 ; John 
Peke, goldsmith, 1441 ; William Tavemer, girdler, 
1454 ; William Manccr, ironmonger, 1465 ; John 
Nash, 1466, with an epitaph ; John Allen, tim- 
bermonger, 1441 ; Robert Draper, 1500 ; John 
Lamberde, draper, alderman, one of the sherifib of 

• " John Conet.'*— Iff edition, p. 257. 
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London, who deceased 1554, and was father to * 
William Lambarde, esquire, well known by sundry 
learned books that he hath published ; John Med- 
ley, chamberUin of London ; John Marsh, esquire, 
mercer,and common sergeant of London,&c. There 
Lb also (but without any outward monument) the head 
of James, the fourth king of Scots of that name, slain 
at Floddeu field, and buried here by this occasion : 
After the battle the body of the said king being 
found, was enclosed in lead, and conveyed from 
thence to London, and so to the monastery of 
Shene in Surrey, where it remained for a time, in 
what order I am not certain ; but since the disso- 
lution of that house, in the reign of Edward VI., 
Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk, being lodged, and 
keeping house there, I have been shown the same 
body so lapped in lead, close to the head and body, 
thrown into a waste room amongst the old timber, 
lead, and other rubble. Since the which time 
workmen there, for their foolish pleasure, hewed off 
his head ; and Lanncelot Young f , master glazier 
to her majesty, feeling a sweet savour to come 
from thence, and seeing the same dried from all 
moisture, and yet the form remaining, with the 
hair of the head, and beard red, brought it to Lon- 
don to his house in Wood street, where for a time 
he kept it for the sweetness, but in the end caused 
the sexton of that church to bury it amongst other 
bones taken out of their chamel, ^c. 

I read in divers records of a house in Wood 
street, then called Bhick hall, but no man at this 
day can tell thereof. 

On the north side of this St Michael's church is 
Mayden lane, now so called, but of old time Ingene 
lane, or Ing lane. In this lane the Waxchandlers 
have their common hall, on the south side thereof ; 
and the Haberdashers have their like hall on the 
north side, at Stayning lane end. This company of 
the Haberdashers, or Hurrers, of old time so 
called, were incorporated a brotherhood of St. Ka- 
therine, the 26th of Henry VI., and so confirmed 
by Henry VII., the 17th of his reign, the Cappers 
and Hat merchants, or Hurrers, being one com- 
pany of Haberdashers. 

Down lower in Wood street is Silver street, 
(I think of silversmiths dwelling there) in which 
be divers fair houses. 

And on the north side thereof is Monkeswell 
street, so called of a well at the north end thereof, 
where the Abbot of Garendon had a house, or cell, 
called St. James in the wall by Cripplesgate, and 
certain monks of their house were the chaplains 
there, wherefore the well (belonging to that cell, or 
hermitage) was called Monks* well, and the street, 
of the well, Monkswell street. 

The east side of this street, down against London 
wall, and the south side thereof to Cripplesgate, be 
of Cripplesgate ward, as is afore shown. In this 
street, by the comer of Monkswell street, is the 
Bowyers' hall. On the east side of Monkswell 
street be proper alms houses, twelve in number, 
founded by Sir Ambrose Nicholas, Salter, mayor 
1576, wherein be placed twelve poor and age^ 
people rent free, having each of them seven pence 
the week, and once the year, each of them five 
sacks of charcoal, and one quarter of a hundred 
fagots, of his gift, for ever. 

• " My loving friend."— U« edilion, p. 238. 
t " At this present."— /*id. 



Then, in Little Wood street be seven proper 
chambers in an alley on the west side, founded for 
seven poor people therein to dwell rent free, by 
Henry Barton, skinner, mayor 1416. Thus much 
for the monmuents of this ward within the walls. 

Now, without the postern of Cripplesgate, first is 
the parish church of St. Giles, a very fair and large 
church, lately repaired, after that the same was 
burnt in the year 1545, the 37th of Henry VIII., 
bv which mischance the monuments of the dead in 

m 

this church are very few : notwithstanding I have 
read of these following : — Alice, William, and John, 
wife and sons to T. Clarell ; Agnes, daughter to 
Thomas Niter, gentleman ; William Atwell ; Felix, 
daughter to Sir Thomas Gisors, and wife to Thomas 
Travars ; Thomas Mason, esquire ; Esmond War- 
tar, esquire ; Joan, wife to John Chamberlaine, 
esquire, daughter to Roger Lewkner ; William 
Fryer ; John Hamberger, esquire ; Hugh Mores- 
bye ; Gilbert Prince, alderman ; Oliver Cherley, 
gentleman ; Sir John Wright or Writhesley, cUias 
Garter king-at-arms ; Joan, wife to Thomas Wri- 
thesley, Garter, daughter and heir to William Hal, 
niiire ; John Writhesley, the yoimger, son to Sir 
n Writhesley and Aliancx* ; Alianor, second 
wife to John Writhesley, daughter and heir to 
Thomas Arnold, sister and heir to Richard Arnold, 
esquire ; John, her son and heir ; Margaret, with 
her daughter ; John Brigget ; Thomas Ruston, 
gentleman ; John Talbot, esquire, and Katheren 
his wife ; Thomas Warfle, «nd Isabel his wife ; 
Thomas Lucie, gentleman, 1447 ; Ralph Rochford, 
knight, 1409 ; Edmond Watar, esquire ; Elizabeth, 
wife to Richard Barnes, sister and heir to Richard 
Malgrave, esquire, of £^x ; Richard Gowre, and 
John Gowre, esquires ; John Baronie, of Millain, 
1546: Sir Henry Grey, knight, son and heir to 
George Grey, Earl of Kent, 1562 ; Reginald Grey, 
Earl of Kent ; Richard Choppin, tallowchandler, 
one of the sheriffs 1530 ; John Hamber, esquire, 
1573 ; Thomas Hanley, cdku Clarenciaux king-at- 
arms ; Thomas Busby, cooper, who gave the 
Queen's Head tavern to the relief of the poor in 
the parish, 1575 ; John Whelar, goldsmith, 1675 ; 
Richard Bolene, 1563 ; William Bolene, 1575 ; 
W. Bolene, physician, 1587 ; Robert Crowley, 
nicar there---all these four under one old stone in 
th^ choir ; the learned John Foxe, writer of the 
Acts and Monuments of the English Church, 1587 ; 
the skilful Robert Glover, alUu Sommerset herali}, 
1588. 

There was in this church of old time a f^temity, 
or brotherhood, of Our Blessed Lady, or Corpus 
Christi, and St Giles, founded by John Belancer, 
in the reign of Edward III., the 35th year of his 
reign. 

Some small distance from the east end of this 
church is a water conduit, brought in pipes of lead 
from Highbery, by John Middleton, one of the 
executors to Sir William Eastfield, and of his 
goods ; the inhabitants adjoining castellated it of 
their own cost and charges about the year 1483. 

There was also a bc^tse of clear water in the 
wall of the churchyard, made at the charges of 
Richard Whitington, sometimes mayor, and was 
like to tliat of Bilinsgate : of lato the same was 
turned into an evil pump, aud so is clean decayed. 

There was also a fair pool of clear water near 
unto the parsonage, on the west side tliereof, which 
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was filled up in the reign of Henry VI., the spring 
was ooped in, and arched over with hard stone, 
and stauB of stone to go down to the spring on the 
hank of the town ditch : and this was also done of 
the goods, and hj the execators of Richard Whit- 
ington. 

In White Crosse street King Henry V. huilt 
one fidr house, and founded there a brotherhood of 
St. Giles, to be kept, which house had sometime 
been an hospital of the French order, by the name 
of St. Giles without Cripplesgate, in the reign of 
Edward I., the king hayinff the jurisdiction, and 
appointing a custos thereof for the precmct of the 
parish of St. Giles, &c patent Richard II., the 
15th year ; which hospital being suppressed, the 
lands were given to the brotherhood for the relief 
of the poor. 

One alley of dirers tenements over against the 
north wall of St Giles' churchyard, was appointed 
to be afans houses for the poor, wherein they dwelt 
rent .free, and otherwise were relieved ; but the 
said brotherhood was suppressed by Henry VIII. ; 
■mee which time Sir John Gresham, mayor, pur- 
chased the lands, and gave part thereof to the 
nuuntenance of a free school which he had founded 
at Holt, a market town in Norfolk. 

In Red Cross street, on the west side from St. 
Giles' churchyard up to the said cross, be many 
fiur houses built outward, with divers alleys turn- 
ing into ft large plot of ground, called the Jews' 
Grarden, as bemx the only place appointed them in 
England, wherem to bury their dead, till the vear 
11779 ^c 24Ui of Henry II., that it was permitted 
to them (alter long suit to the king and parliament 
at OjJbrd) to have a special place assigned them in 
every quarter where they dwelt. This plot of 
ground remained to the said Jews till the time of 
their final banishment out of England, and is now 
tomed into fiur garden plots and summer-houses 
for pleasure. 

On the east side of this Red Cross street be also 
divers fair houses, up to the cross. And there is 
Beech lane, peradventure so called of Nicholas de 
la Beech, lieutenant of the Tower of London, put 
out of that office in the 13th of Edward III. This 
lane stretcheth from the Red Cross street to White 
Cross street, replenished, not with beech trees, but 
with beantiAil houses of stone, brick, and timber. 
Amongst the which was of old time a great house, 
pertaining to the Abbot of Ramsey, for his lodg- 
ing when he repaired to the city : it is now called 
Drewry house, of Sir Drewe Drewrie, a worshipful 
owner thereof. 

On the north side of this Beech lane, towards 
White Cross street, the Drapers of London have 
hUely built eight alms houses of brick and timber, 
for eifffat poor widows of their own company, whom 
they &ve placed there rent free, accoi^in^ to the 
gilt of Lftdy Askew, widow to Sir Christopher 
Askew, sometime draper, and mayor 1533. 

Then in Golding lane, Richard Gallard of Isling- 
ton, esqulM, citizen and painter-stainer of London, 
founded thirteon alms houses for so many poor 
people placed in them rent free ; he gave to the 
poor of the same almshouses two pence the piece 
weekly, and a load of charcoal amongst them yearly 
for ever : he left fair lands about Islington to 
maintain his foundation. Thomas Hayes, some- 
time chamberlain of London, in the latter time of 



Henry VIII., married Elizabeth, his daughter and 
heir ; which Hayes and Elizabeth had a daughter 
named Elizabeth, married to John Ironmonger, of 
London, mercer, who now hath the order of the 
alms people. 

On the west side of the Red Cross is a street, 
called the Barbican, because sometime there stood, 
on the north side thereof, a burgh-keuin, or watch- 
tower, of the city, called in some language a barbi- 
can, as a bikoiing is called a beacon * ; this burgh- 
kenning, by the name of the Manor of Base court, 
was given by Edward III. to Robert Uflford, Earl 
of Suffolk, and was lately appertaining to Peregrine 
Bartie, Lord Willooghby of Ersby. 

Next adjoining to this is one other great house, 
called Garter house, sometime built by Sir Thomas 
Writhe, or Writhesley, knight, aliat Garter princi- 
pal king of arms, second son of Sir John Writhe, 
knight, o/iof Garter, and was uncle to the first 
Thomas, Efurl of Southampton, knieht of the Garter, 
and chancellor of EngUmd ; he built this house, 
and in the top thereof a chapel, which he dedicated 
by the name of St. Trinitatis in Alto. 

Thus much for that part of Cripplegate ward 
without the wall, whereof more shall be spoken in 
the suburb of that part This ward hath an alder- 
man, and his deputy, within the gate, common 
council eight, constables nine, scavengers twelve, 
for wardmote inquest fifteen, and a beadle. With- 
out the gate it hath also a deputy, common council 
two, constables four, scavengers four, wardmote 
inquest seventeen, and a beadle. It is taxed in 
London to the fifteen at forty pound f. 

▲LDBBSOATK WAAD. 

The next is Aldersgate ward, taking name of that 
north gate of the city. This ward also consisteth 
of divers streets and lanes, l^ing as well within the 
gate and wall as without. And first to speak of 
that part within the gate, thus it is. 

The east part thereof joineth unto the west part 
of Cripplegate ward in flngain lane, or Maiden 
lane, ft ^ginneth on the north side of that Une, 
at Stayning lane end, and runneth up from the 
HabeHashers' hall to St. Mary Staining church, 
and by the church, east, windine almost to Wood 
street ; and west through Oate lane, and then by 
the south side of Bacon house in Noble street, back 
aeain by Lilipot lane, which is also of that ward, to 
Maiden lane, and so on that north side west to 
St. John Zacharies church, and to Foster Une. 

Now on the south side of Engain or Maiden lane 
is the west side of Guthuruns lane to Kery lane, 
and Kery lane itself (which is of this ward), and 
back again into Engain lane, by the north side of 
the Goldsmiths' hall to Foster lane : and this is the 
east wing of this ward. Then is Foster lane almost 
wholly of this ward, beginneth in the south toward 
Cheap, on the east side by the north side of St. 
Foster's church, and runneth down north-west by 
the west end of Engain lane, by Lilipot lane and 

* The Anglo-Saxon beaeen, beaen, beeen^ beeuitt a beacon. 
Barbican, therefore, from burh, a city, and beaeen — the city 
beacon or watch-tower. 

t " It is taxed in London to the fifteene at forty pound, 

and in the Exchequer at thirty-nine pound ten shiUingi." 

let edition, p. 242. , 
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OMe lane to Noble street, uid throngh that by 
Shelly house (of old time so calW, u IwlDQgiiig to 
tho Shelliryn) ; Sir Thnmu Stieliav. knight, wu 
■ ■ ■ Idl of Heiiry IV. It ia now 

r Nicholas Biuon, lord kot-per ol tlie 
great siai. Down on that tide, by Sergeant Fleet- 
wood's bouse, recorder of Lm}don, who alsu new 
built it, lo St. Olave's church in Silver street, 
which is by tho nonh-weal end of this Noble 

TheD again in Foster luis this word bcginucth 
on the west side thereof, over against tho soulh- 
vest comer of St. Foster's church, and runnetfa 
down by St. Leonard's church, by Pope lano end, 
and by St. Ann's lane end, which lane is also of 
this ward, north (o the stone wall by the wall oflfai 
citv. over against Baeon house, which atone wall, 
D north to Cripplegatu on that side, is of 



ingdon 



rard. 



■B ye the main street of this ward, which 
is called St, Iklartin's lane, including St. Martin, 
the east side thereof, and so down on both the «i< 
to Aldersgale. And these ba the baiuds of this 
ward within the wall and gate. 

Without llie gate the main street called Alders- 
gale street runneth up north on the east 
west end of Howndes ditch, or Bsrbi' 
a part of which street is also of this ward. And on 
the west side to Loup: lane, a part ' ' 
wise of this ward. Beyond the which Aldoisgate 
street is Goswell street up to the bats. 

a this west ude of Aldersgale street, by 
SL Buttolph's church is Drilon street, which run- 
neth west to * pump, and then nunh to the gate 
which entiuwth the churchyard, soinelime perlain 
; lo the priory of St, Barthulomew on the eu 
B ; and on the west side towards St. Barthf 
new's Spittle, to a pair of ^ts there fixed. 
id these be the bounds of this Aldengate ward 
without. 

The antiquities ba these, first in Staynlng lane 
of old time so called, as may be supposed, of painter 

lereof, adjoining to the Haber 
dashers' hall, be ton alms houses, pertaining ti 
the Kaberdashers, wherein be placed ten aim 
pDople of that company, every of tliem having cigh 
very Friday for ever, by the gif 
of Thomas Huntlow, haberdasher, one of the ^e 
a More, Sir George Baron 
gave theia ten pounds by the ye 

Then is the small ptuish church of St. Mary, 
called Slayning, because it standeth at the north 
end of Staj-ning lane. In tiie which church, bci: 
but newly built, there remains u 
the noting. 

Then is Engnin lane, or Mayden lane, and at the 
north-west comer (hereof the parish church of St. 
John Zaehary ; a fiUr church, with the monunieata 
well preserved, of Thomas Lichfield, who founded 
a chantry there in the )4th of Edward II. ; of 
Sir Niehulaa Twiford, goldsmith, mayor I38B, and 
Dame Afargery his ^ ife, of whoso goods the church 
ideand'newbaitt.with a tomb for them, and 
of their race, 1390 j Drago Uarenline, 
, ISOH: hegavefairlaodstotheGoldsmiths; 
he dwelt right against tlie Goldsmitlin' hall ; bo- 
■ which hull and his dwelling houao he 



built a gallery thwarting the street, whereby he 
might 1(0 from one to the other ; he was buried in 
this church, and Christian his wife, 1*27 ; John 



, goldsmith, 1 
the sheriffs 1413; Bartholomew Seman, gold- 
beater, nisster of the king's mints within the Tower 
of London and tho town of Caliee, 1430* ; John 
Kewet, esquire, 1500 ; William Breake^iere, gold- 
smith, 1461 ; Christopher Eliot, goldsmith, ISOfi ; 
Bartholomew Reade, antdsmith, mayor l&OS, was 
buried in the Charterhouse, and gave In this, his 
parish church, one hundred pounds ; his wife i 
buried here with a Dur monument, lier picture 
habit of a widow ; Thomas Keylon Lorinur, 152U ; 
William Potken, esquire, IBSJ ; John Comiah, 
with an epitaph, 1470 ; Robert Fennither, gold- 
smith, one of the slieriffs in the year 1619. 

On Ibo east side of this Faster lane, at t ^ 
lane end, is the Goldsmilbs' hall, a proper house, 
but not large ; and, therefore, to say that Bartho- 
lomew Read, goldsmith, mayor in txie year 1502, 
kept such a feast in this hall, as some have (abuled f, 
is far incredible, and alltnelher impossible, 
aidering the smallnees of ue ball, and numb 
the guests, which, as they say, were more th 
hundred persona of grnit estate. For the id 
and dishes of meats to them served, the paled park 
in the same ball furnished with fmitfui trees, 
beasts of venery, and other eireunistances of that 



overpass it, and note somewhat of principal gold- 
smiths. 

First I read, that Leofstane, goldsmith, was pro- 



h, being 



B city is 



■sign 



[.f U. 



that Henry Filx Alewin Fitz Lcafstaiic. goldsmith, 
was mayor of London in the Ist of Richard I., 
continued mayor twenty-four yenm. Also that 
Gregory Rocksly, chief say-maGler of all tho king's 
mints within England, (and therefore by my con- 
jecture) a goldsmith, was mayor in the 3d of 
Edward 1., and continued nmyor seven years 1 ^ 
iher. Then, William Foringdon, goldsmilb, alder- 
man of Fariiigdon ward, one of the sheriSfe I2SI, 
the 9th of Edward 1., who was a gddimith, a 
oppcareth in record, on shall be shown in Foring- 
don ward. Then Nicholas Faringdon bi> son, 
goldsmith, alderman of Faringdon ward, four times 
major in the reign of Edwwd II., &e. For the 
rest of lattcv time are more manifestly known, ai 
therefore I leave them. The men of this myateiy 
were incorporated or confirmed in tho 16th bI 
Richard U. 

Then at the north end of Noble street is tl 
parish church of St. Olave in Silver street, a smi 
thing, and without any noteworthy mouum^ls. 

On the west sido of Foster lane is the small 
parish church of St. Leonard's, for them of St. 
Martin's le Grand. A munbeT of tenements being 
lately built in pUee of tho great collegiate church 
of St. Martin, that parishismigbtiiyiucreased. In 
this church remain these monunienls. Fint,with- 
out the church is graven in stone on the east end, 
Jolm Brokeitwell, an especial re-edifier, or new 

* " ThoTDM LekhlMd^'* — Ijf fdifJn. p. 144. 
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«(lk>ripe,nBtamdtheRl4H; Baph CaMwtll, 
ItiiilliiMii. of Gnn OB, 1517 ; Jcdm Lnd Sbcf- 
ItUe; Jobi H<RBdcB, nBor, wiiiiR, U71, 



ikrilb «f LiBl<a,dMxnC <>>'" >" >■«« *^ "^ 
bn pmOM whb the eaoM tt Otar Ukc ud 
■itMHddiM afore iW kiw in Ub duwor, on ibe 
tM of Al&Uovs, Od vWh d>T the aid Asift. 
wSh tb iMncdrr and cooDad of tbr atj, iKagta 
■Dd detmrcd tbcm aenrdin^, ate* tkc mii 
kxl* ; vbcnM llw cbuccDar, after be had dt- 
dand (be kiag'a wl - ndmf l, nt dm to 
St. llania'a, tboe to abide btftj, ■■ in a phre 
faaiiiif fnu^Ka, vliika ibta tiked, At. 

Tba> mack oat irflbu book* hare 1 M«rd om- 
oeniM Iba (chilcce of (hM ph« t^alliii^ « 
tboe <bn, niDe Ae which tine, to vit, m the 
mr IU7, the 3SA oT the aaid Uaaj VI., a> 
^d^aDea n i^de b7 Ac kiDf ud hia L Ooat il 
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hj iDgefaieoB and Edwaids ha fatotber, 
iaUwnr «f Cliikt IMA, and confinued b* Wil- 
loni tte Cwoeror, as a|ii wretl i bf hia ebarter 
dated IMS. TUa eoOece daidwd gnat priTikjea 
of fill Ilia I J and otfaerwiaF, aa appeaRtb in a book, 
■ rillM I^a Botaij iJ that bine aboot tbe year 
I44Z, tba Uth 1^ Hcnj VL, vberein, anuiwit 
olbu tfainp^ ia aet down and declared, tint on Uw 
IM rf September, in tbe nar afonaaid, ■ aoldio', 
priaooar ■ Nevnte, aa be via led bj an o&c^ 
Wwnda Ike Gail&all of LondoD,tlMn came not of 
FtajtT alkv five of Ua feDowilDp, and took him 
bom Ibe otteo', Irao^ him into ■aiictiai7 at tbe 
■eat door «f SL Hanin'o dnn^ and took piihet 
efOBtplMo; hot UwaBnedaTFIUliplIafaiaaaDd 
Sob. Mwaball, tba abaib of Ltodoi, witii mauT 
otfao', Bilq e d tba ud dtordi, and foreiblj took 
ODtwith Ibsa the aid fire men thitber fled, bd 
diem fettered fa> tba Compter, and from theoK, 
'*>«■■'*■< bj tbe nrfia, to hewpte ; of iriiidi no- 

eianplained to tbe kinf , and required hmi, as their 
patnai, to dcftod tteir pcrrikpa, like as hia prede- 
fiaaiaa had doDO, ftc AD wlueh compIaiDt and 
■dt lbs t^tirrmim by ihi Ji I iiiiiiaii. HaifcaB, aCTgeant 



k Giand, wboMif tbe aiticka an aet dovn in tbe 
book of K^ >ilhiB the chamber of ibe GaiUhall, in 
dKkaaeaSS. 

Thk coUege n> aanadcred to King Edaaid 
T 1 , die 9d of hk reiga, in tbe vcar of OuiK I MS i 
and ^ Kmo jiar liw niUegc ehoRb boDg polled 
don, in tbe faat part tbcnof a Jarje wiae laran 
ni boill, and nib all dovB to tbe weM, Bod 
thrDDgbootthe wbote prccioct of thai collcfie, maaj 
other hooMS wew boih and hiriilv priied, ieiun to 
Btiangen Urn, and other mdi, aa there claimed 
boiefit of priTilerea nanted to tbe eoDOH acRing 
God da; and night (for ao be the vcrdi in Ibe 
diaitcr of William tbe CatHioenr), shidi may 
haidl; be wnted to artifieen, baj-en and aeUers, 
oth e iai e e than ia mcniin«d in the Slat of St. Uat- 
tbew'g GoapeL 

Lower down on the wert sde of SL Uaitmlt 
lane, in (he pariah of St. Anne, atansat b; Alden- 

berlwd booac: i 

Henry IT^ in the 1th c 

with the teoemenu I 

Qneai Jane hia wife, and then 



a lliliWil miaMH. It wm b 



^li aal Ibe cnlfrtl' datmid Die pnMKfoo ■'' 



Hte B(re< 

Paatdanl . . 

hare a roaaUr and wwdcoa, in the S9d of 
IV. From tbenec along into Hoandaditeb, or Bar- 
bteao Blnwt, be manj bir bomea. On &e 
ride ai«be (be like fair bnilding* till j« ooa 
Long lane, and » to Goawdl alreet. 

In Briton atreet, wbidi toiA that name <f tbe 
dnk«« of Briltaa J lodging Ibeie, i» one proper pariah 
dnmh of St. Bottolph, m which cfaorefa waa aoma- 
time a brotheibood «f SL Fabian and Setmliin, 
Coonded in tbe jw 1377, dw Mrt of Edward 111., 
and omfinned by Henry IV., in the Gib of bia 
reign. Then Henry TI., in the 341b of bia reigo, 
to tbe honour of the Triuiiy, pre ticente to Duna 
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Faringdon ward within. 
Nicholas Faringdon lived flf .y-th»e 
years after he was ftnt mayw. 



Joan Astley, sometime his nurse, to R. Cawod and 
T. Smithy to found the same a fraternity, perpetu- 
ally to have a master and two custoses, with bre- 
thren and sisters, &,c. This brotherhood was en- 
dowed with lands more than thirty pounds by the 
year, and was suppressed by Edwanl VI. There 
lie buried, Jolm de Bath, weaver, 1390 ; Philip at 
Vine, capper, 1396 ; Benet Grerard, brewer, 1403 ; 
Thomas Bilsington founded a chantry there, and 
gave to that church a house, called the Helmet 
upon Comhill ; John Bradmore, chirurgeon, Mar- 
garet and Katheren his wives, 1411 ; John Michaell, 
sergeant-at-arms, 1415 ; Allen Bret, carpenter, 
1425 ; Robert Malton, 1426 ; John Trigilion, 
brewer, 1417 ; John Mason, brewer, 1431 ; Rob. 
Cawood, clerk of the pii)e in the king's exchequer, 
1466 ; Ri. Emmeasey ; John Walpole ; I. Harts- 
home, esquire, servant to the king, 1400, and other 
of that family, great benefactors to that church ; 
W. Marrow, grocer, mayor, and Katherine his wife, 
were buried there about 1468. The Lady Ann 
Packington, widow, late wife to Jo. Packinton, 
knight, chirographer of the court of the common 
pleas ; she munded alms houses near unto the 
White Fryers' church in Fleet street : the Cloth- 
workers in London have oversight tliereof. 

And thus an end of this ward ; which hath an 
alderman, his deputy, common councillors five, 
constables eight, scavengers nine, for the wardmote 
inquest fourteen, and a beadle. It is taxed to the 
fifteen in London seven pounds, and * in the exche- 
quer six pounds nineteen shillings. 

FARINGDON WARD, INFRA OR WITHIN. 

On the south side of Aldersgate ward lieth Faring- 
don ward, called infra or within, for a difference 
from another ward of that name, which lieth with- 
out the walls of the city, and is therefore called 
Faringdon extra. These two wards of old time were 
but one, and had also but one alderman, till the 
17th of Richard II., at which time the said ward, 
for the greatness thereof, was divided into twain, 
and by parliament ordered to have two aldermen, 
and so it continueth till this day. The whole great 
ward of Farindon, both infra and extras took name 
of W. Farindon, goldsmith, alderman of that ward, 
and one of the sheriffs of London in the yeu* 1281, 
the 9th of Edward I. He purchased the Alder- 
manry of this ward, as by the abstract of deeds, 
which I have read thereof, may appear. 

"^ Thomas de Ardeme, son and heir to Sir Ralph 
Ardeme, knight, granted to Ralph le Feure, citizen 
of London, one of the sheriffs in the year 1277) ftU 
the aldermanry, with the appurtenances within the 
city of London, and the suburbs of the same be- 
tween Ludgate and Newgate, and also without the 
same gates : which aldermanry, Ankerinus de 
Aveme held dui*ing his life, by the grant of the 
said Thomas de Ardema, to have and to hold to 
the said Ralph, and to his heirs, freely without all 
challenge, yielding therefore yearly to the said 
Thomas and his heirs one clove f or slip ofgilli- 

* " Likewise in the exchequer." — Utedition^ p. 247. 

t The word clove, which Stow here explkins as a slip, is 
derived from the Anglo Saxon Clijlan (the low German KlU- 
ven, and Dutch Ktonven), to split, or elufe, an ear of com or 
elove of garlic. In this case the flower to be rendered is the 
common Stock, or Stock Gllliilower, so long a favourite in 



flowers, at the feast of Easter, for all secular ser- 
vice and customs, with warranty unto the said 
Ralph le Fevre and his heirs, against all people. 
Christians and Jews, in consideration of twenty 
marks, which the said Ralph le Fevre did give be- 
forehand, in name of a gersum * or fine, to the said 
Thomas, &C., dated the 6th of Edward I. Witness, 
G. de Rokesley, maior ; R. Arrar, one of the shi- 
riffes ; H. Wales, P. le Taylor, T. de Baaing, I. 
Home, N. BlackUiom, aldermen of Londtm." Af- 
ter this, John le Fevre, son and heir to the said 
Ralph le Fevre, granted to William Farindon, citi- 
zen and goldsmith of London, and to his heirs, the 
said aldermanry, with the appurtenances, for the 
service thereunto belonging, in the 7th of Edward 
I., in the year of Christ 1279. This aldermanry 
descended to Nicholas Farindon, son to the said 
William, and to his heirs ; which Nicholas Farin- 
don, also a goldsmith, was four tiroes mayor, and 
Uved many years after ; for I have read divers 
deeds, whereunto he was a witness, dated the 
year 1360 : he made his testament 1361, which 
was fifty-three years after his first being mayor, 
and was buried in St. Peter's church in Cheape. 
So this ward continued under the government of 
William Faringdon the father, and Nicholas his 
son, by the space of eighty-two years, and retaineth 
their name imtil this present day. 

This ward of Faringdon within the waUs is 
bounded thus : Beginning in the east, at the great 
cross in Westcheape, from whence it runneth west. 
On the north side from the parish church of St. 
Peter, which is at the south-west comer of Wood 
street, on to Guthurun's lane, and down that lane 
to Hugon lane on the east side, and to Kery lane 
on the west. 

Then again into Cheape and to Foster lane, and 
down that lane on the east side, to the north side of 
St. Foster's church, and on the west, till over 
against the south-west comer of the said church, 
from whence down Foster lane and Noble street 
is all of Aldersgate street ward, till ye come to the 
stone wall, in t£e west side of Noble street, as is 
afore showed. Which said wall, down to Nevii's 
inn or Windsor house, and down Monkes weU 
street, on that west side, then by London wall to 
Cripplegate, and the west side of that same gate is 
all of Faringdon ward. 

Then back again into Cheape, and from Foster 
lane end to St. Martin's lane en^ and from thenoe 
through St. Nicholas shambles, hy Pentioost lane 
and Butchers' alley, and by Stinking lane thronffh 
Newgate market to Newgate ; all which is the 
north side of Faringdon ward. 

On the south, from against the said great cross 
in Cheape west to Fridayes street and down that 
street on the east side, till over against the north- 
east comer of St Mathew's church ; and on the 
west side, till the south comer of the said church. 

the gardens of England, and indeed a native of the ellth hjr 
the sea-side. " The old English name of Gillidower,'* says 
the author of the Flora DomeMtie^t " which is now almost 
lost in the prefix Stock, is corrupted ttaa the French 6«r»- 
Jlier. Chaucer writes it Gylofre: but, by associating it with 
the nutmeg and other spices, appears to mean the clove-tree, 
which is in fact the proper signification of that word- Tur- 
ner calls it Gelovtr and Gflffiower, Gerrarde and Parkinaoo 
Oillqfiower" 
• The Anglo-Saxon G<rrntma— treasure, riches, line, &c. 
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Then mgain along Cheape to the Old Exchange, 
and down that lane (on the east side) to the paruh 
ehorch of St. Aagustine, which church, and one 
bo|U8e next adjoining in Watheling street, he of 
this ward, and on the west side of Uiis lane, to the 
east arch or gate by St Aagustme's church, which 
entereth the south churchyard of St. Paules, which 
arch or gate was built bv Nicholas Faringdon about 
the year 1361, and within that gate, on the said 
north side, to the gate that enteruth the north 
churchyard, and all the north churchyard is of thia 
Faringdon ward. 

Then again into Cheape, and from the north end 
of the Old Exchange, west by the north gate of 
Panles ehurchyard, by Pater noster row, by the 
two lanes out of Paules church, and to a sign of 
the Golden Lion, which is some twelve houses short 
of Are liary lane ; the west side of which lane is 
of this ward. 

Then at the south end of Ave Mary huie is Creed 
laoe ; the west side whereof is also of this ward. 

Now betwixt the south end of Ave Mary lane 
and the north end of Creede lane, is the coming 
oat of Panics churchyard on the east, and the high 
street called Bowier row to Ludgate on the west, 
which way to Ludgate is of this ward. On the 
north side whereof is St. Martin's church, and on 
the south side a tiuming into the Blacke friars. 

Now to turn up again to the north end of Ave 
Mary lane, there is a short lane which runneth 
west some small distance, and is there dosed up 
with a gate into a great house : and this is called 
Amen lane. 

Then on the north side of Pater noster row, be- 
ginning at the Conduit over against the Old Ex- 
change lane end, and going west by St. MichaePs 
church ; at the west end of which church is a small 
paasase through towards the north : and beyond 
this <minrch some small distance is another passage, 
which is called Paniar alley, and cometh out against 
St. Martin's lane end. 

Then further west in Pater noster row is I vie 
lane, which runneth north to the west end of St 
Nicholas shambles; and then west Pater noster 
row, till over against the Golden Lion, where the 
ward endeth for that street 

Then about some dozen houses (which is of Bay- 
nard's castle ward) to Warwick lane end ; which 
Warwick lane stretcheth north to the high street 
of Newgate market And the west side of War- 
wick lane is of this Faringdon ward ; for the east 
aide of Warwick lane, of Ave Marie lane, and of 
Creede lane, with the west end of Pater noster row, 
are all of Baynardee castle ward. 

Yet to b^^ again at the said Conduit by the 
Old Exchange, on the north side thereof is a large 
street that nmneth up to Newgate, as is aforesaid. 
The first part, or south side whereof, from the 
Conduit to the shambles, is called Bladder street 
Then on the back side of the shambles be divers 
slanghter-honses, and such like, pertaining to the 
ahambles ; and &is is called Mount Godard street. 
Then is the shambles itself, and then Newgate mar- 
ket ; and so the whole street, on both sides up to 
Newgate, is of this ward ; and thus it is wholly 
bounded. 

Montunents in this ward be these : First, the 
great cross in Westcheape street, but in the ward 
of Faringdon ; the which cross was first erected 



in that place by Edward I., as before is showed in 
Westcheape street 

At the south-west comer of Wood street is the 
parish church of St. Peter the Apostle by the said 
cross, a proper church lately new built John Sha, 
goldsmith, mayor, deceased 1508, appomted by his 
testament the said church and steeple to be newly 
built of his goods, with a Hat roof ; notwithstanding, 
Thomas Wood, goldsmith, one of the sheriffs 1491, 
is accounted principal benefactor, because the roof 
of the middle aisle is supported by images of wood- 
men. I find to have been buried in this church — 
Nicholas Farendon, mayor ; Richard Hadley, gro- 
cer, 1592 ; John Palmer, fishmonger, 1600 ; Wil- 
liam Rus, goldsmith, sheriff 1420 ; T. Atkins, es- 
quire, 1400 ; John Butler, sheriff 1420» ; Henry 
Warley, alderman 1624 ; Sir John Monday, gold- 
smith, mayor, deceased 1637 ; Augustine Hmde, 
cloth worker, one of the sheriffs in the year 1550, 
whose monument doth yet remain, the others be 
gone ; Sir Alexander Auenon, mayor 1570. 

The long shop, or shed, iucroaching on the high 
street before this church wall was Ucensed to be 
made in the year 1401, yielding to the chamber of 
London thirty shillings and foiur-pence yearly for 
the time, but since thirteen shillings and four-pence. 
Also the same shop was letten by the pariah for 
three pounds at the most many years since. 

Then is Guthurun's lane, so called of Guthurun, 
sometime owner thereof. The inhabitants of this 
lane of old time were goldbeaters, as doth appear 
by records in the Exchequer ; for the Easterling 
money was appointed to be made of fine silver, 
such as men made into foil, and was commonly 
called silver of Guthurun's lane, &c. The Em- 
broiderers' hall is in this lane. John Throwstone, 
embroiderer, then goldsmith, sheriff, deceased 1619, 
gave forty poimds towards the purchase of this hall. 
Hugon lane on the east side, and Kery lane (called 
of one Kery^ on the west. 

Then in tne high street on the same north side 
is the Saddlers' hall, and then Fuuster lane (so called) 
of St. Fauster's, a fair church lately new built 
Henry Coote, goldsmith, one of the sheriffs, de- 
ceased 1509, built St. Dunston's chapel there. John 
Throwstone, one of the sheriffs, gave to tlie build- 
ing thereof one hundred poimds by his testament 
Jonn Browne, sergeant painter, alderman, deceased 
1632, was a great benefactor, and was there buried. 
William Trist, celhtrer to the king, 1425, John 
Standelfe f , goldsmiths, lie buried there ; Richard 
Gralder, 1544 ; Agnes, wife to William Milbome, 
chamberlain of London, 1500, &c. 

Then down Foster lane and Noble street, both 
of Alderseate street ward, till ye come to the stone 
wall which incloseth a garden plot before the wall 
of the city, on the west side of Noble street, and is 
of this Faringdon ward. This garden-plot, con- 
taining ninety-five ells in lengtli, nine ells and a 
half in breadth, was by Adam de Burie, mayor, 
the alderman, and citizens of London, letten to John 
de Nevill, Lord of Raby, Radulph and Thomas his 
sons, for sixty years, paying 6s. 8c^. the year, dated 
the 48th of Edward III., having in a seal pendant 
on the one side, the figure of a walled city and of 
St. Paul, a sword in his right hand, and in the left 
a banner ; three leopards about that seal, on the 

• «• John Palmer."— U< edition, p. 252. 

t " John SUndelfe and John Standelfe."— U< edUion, p. 253. 
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same side, written, Stgillum Baronmm LondomO' 
rum. On the other side, the lilce figure of a dty, 
a bishop sitting on an arch ; the inscription, Me : 
que: te: peven: ne: Cet$et: Thoma: tueri. Thus 
much for the barons of London, their common seal 
at that time. At the north end of this garden-plot 
is one great house built of stone and tmiber, now 
called the Lord Windsor's house, of old time be- 
longing to the Nevils ; as in the 19th of Richard 
II. it was found bv inquisition of a jury, that Eli- 
zabeth Nevil died, seised of a great messuage in 
the parish of St. Olave, in Monks* well street in 
London, holden of the king in free burgage, which 
she held of the gift of J^m Nevell of Raby her 
husband, and that John Latimer was next son and 
heir to the said Elizabeth. 

In this west side is the Barbers-Chirurgeons' 
hall *. This company was incorporated by means 
of Thomas Morestede, esquire, one of the sheriffs 
of London 1436, chirurgeon to the kings of Eng- 
land, Henry IV., V., and VI. : he deceased 1450. 
Then Jaques Fries, physician to Edward IV., and 
William Hobbs, physician and chirurgeon fur the 
same king's body, continuing the suit the full time 
of twenty years, Edward IV., in the 2nd of his 
reign, and Richard, Duke of Gloucester, became 
founders of the same corporation in the name of 
St. Cosme and St Damiane. The first assembly of 
that craft was Roger Strippe, W. Hobbs,* T. God- 
dard, and Richard Kent ; since the which time they 
built their hall in that street, &c. 

At the north comer of this street, on the same 
side, was sometime an hermitage, or chapel of St 
James, called in the wall, near Cripplegate : it be- 
longed to the abbey and convent of Graradon, as ap- 
peareth by a record, the 27th of Edward I., and also 
the 16th of Edward III. William de Lions was 
hermit there, and the abbot and convent of Greredon 
found two chaplains, Cistercian monks of their 
house, in this hermitage ; one of them for A^mor 
de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, and liary de Saint 
Paule, his countess. 

Of these monks, and of a well pertaining to them, 
the street took that name, and is called Monks' 
well street This hermits^, with the appurte- 
nances, was in the reign of Edward VI. purchased 
from the said king by William Lambe, one of the 
gentlemen of tlie king's chapel, citizen and cloth- 
worker of London : he deceased in the year 1677) 
and then gave it to the clothworkers of London, 

* The alliance between the Barber* and Surgeons, which 
is implied by the name of the company, was virtually dis- 
solved by the act of S2d Henry VIII., the very act of parlia- 
ment passed to unite the two companies of Surgeons then 
existing ; the one called The Barbers of London^ the other 
The Smrgeone of Loudon ; inasmuch as it was Mi^ined by 
that act, that none of the company that used briery and 
ekmving should occupy surgery, letting of Mood, or any other 
thing appertaining to surgery, except only drawing of teeth ; 
nor he that used the mystery of Surgery should exercise the 
ftat or craft of Barbery or Shmnitg. The corporation of 
Barbei^Surgeons was dissolved by act of parliament 18th 
George II. 

It is difficult to read without a smile the account of the 
museum in the Barber-Surgeons' hall, as recorded by Mait- 
UMd—'Hielorjf of London^ iL 911— so great is the contrast 
between it and the splendid museum which the talents of 
John Hunter and the unwearied exertions and liberal ex- 
penditure of the President and Council have collected within 
the walls of tlie preeent College of Surgeons. 



with other tenements, to the valtie of fift^ pounds 
the year, to the intent they shall hire a mmister to 
say divine service there, &c 

Again to the high street of Cheape, firom Fausler 
lane end to St Martin's, and by that laae to the 
shambles or flesh-market, on the north side whereof 
is Pentioost lane, containing divers slau^ter-houses 
for the butchers. 

Then was there of old time a proper parish 
church of St Nicholas, whereof the said fleeh- 
market took the name, and was called St Nicholas' 
shambles. This church, with the tenements and 
ornaments, was by Henry VIII. given to the mayor 
and conunonalty of the city, towards the mainte- 
nance of the new parish church then to be erected 
in the late dissolved church of the Grey Friars ; so 
was this church dissolved and pulled down. In 
place whereof, and of the churchjrard, man^ &ir 
houses are now built in a court with a well, m the 
midst whereof the churdi stood. 

Then is Stinking lane, so called, or Chick lane, 
at the east end of the Gray Friars church, and 
there is the Butchers' hall. 

In the 3rd of Richard II. motion ¥ra8 made that 
no butcher should kill no flesh within London, but 
at Knightsbridge, or such like distance of phM» 
from the walls of the city. 

Then the late dissolved church of the Grey 
Friars *; the original whereof was this : 

The first of this order of friars in England, nine 
in number, arrived at Dover ; five of them re- 
mained at Canterburie, the other fomr came to Lon- 
don, were lodged at the preaching friars in Old- 
borne for the space of fifteen da^-s, and then they 
hired a house in Comhill of John Trevers, one of 
the sheriffs of London. They built there little cells, 
wherein they inhabited ; but shortly after, the de- 
votion of citizens towards them, and the number 
of the friars so increased, that they were by the 
citizens removed to a place in St. Nicholas' sham- 
bles ; which John Ewin. mercer, appropriated unto 
the conunonalty, to the use of tiie said friars^ and 
himself became a lay brother amongst them. About 
the year 1225, William Joyner built their choir, 
Henry Walles the body of the church, Walter 
Potter, aldennan, the cbapter>hou8e, Gregorie Bo- 
kesley their dorter f ; Bartholomew of the Gkstle 
made the refectory, Peter de Heliland made the 
infirmitory^ Bevis Bond, king of heralds, made the 
study, &c. 

Margaret, queen, second wife to Edward I., be- 
gan the choir of their new church in the year 1906 ; 
to the building whereof, in her lifedme, she gave 

* The Grey Friars, or Franciscans, were rendered me^ 
morable by George Buchanan's satire, entitled FrmmeitmmmM, 
of which an admirable translation appeared ia Bla^wood's 
Magazine some few years since. 

t Dormitory. So Chaucer in the Sompooure^ Tale— 
" His deth saw I, by revelatloii, 
Sayde this Frere, at home in oar dmrHm ." 
It is from the French dorter ^ whidi oocwt ia tlie wcD-known 
satire entitled BibU Gniai de PrersM, printed ia Bartesan's 
Fabliaux H Coutn^ iL S07, ed. Meam^ where tke aittlMr is 
speaking of the order of Grandmontines : 

** Molt sont de noble eontenanee. 
M^s il ne tiennent pas silenee : 
II parolent bien an mengier 
ES en tfofior, et in moostser." 

L. 151« 20. 
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two thonnnd marks, and one hundred marks by 
her testament John Britaine, Earl of Richmond, 
bnflt the body of the church to the charges of three 
himdred pounds, and gave many rich jewels and 
ornaments to be used in the same ; Marie, Coun- 
tess of Pembroke, seventy pounds. Gilbert de 
Clare, Eari of Gloucester, bestowed twenty great 
beams out of his forest of Tunbridge, and twenty 
pounds sterling. Lady Helianor le Spencer, Lady 
Elizabeth de Burgh, sister to Gilbert de Clare, 
gave sums of money ; and so did divers citizens ; 
as Amald de Tolinea, one hundred pounds ; Robert, 
Baron Lisle, who became a friar there, three hun- 
dred pounds ; Bartholomew de Almaine, fifty 
pounds. Also Philippa, queen, wife to Edward III., 
nve sixty -two pounds ; Isabell, queen, mother to 
Edward III., gave threescore and ten pounds. 
And so the work was done within the space of 
twenty-one years, 1337. This church was furnished 
with windows made at the charges of divers per- 
sons. The Lady Margaret Segrave, Countess of 
Norfitflk, hm the charges of miUung the stalls in 
the choir, to the value of three hundred and fifty 
marks, about the year 1380. Richard Whittmg- 
ton, in the year I^, founded the library, which 
was in length one hundred and twenty-nine feet, 
and in breadth thirty-one, all sealed with wainscot, 
having twenty-eight desks and eight double settles 
of wamscoat ; which in the next year following 
was altogether finuhed in building, and within 
three years after furnished with books, to the 
charges of five hundred and fifty-six pounds ten 
shillings ; whereof Richard Whittington bare four 
himdreid pounds ; the rest was borne by Doctor 
Thomas Winchelsey, a friar there ; and for the 
writing out of D. Nicholas de Lira, his works, in 
two vohunes, to be chained there, one hundred 
marks, &c. The ceiling of the choir at divers 
men's charges, two hundred marks, and the paint- 
ing at fifty marks ; their conduit head and water- 
course given them by William Tailor, tailor to 
Henr^ ni., &c 

This whole church oontaineth in length three 
hundred feet, of the feet of St. Paule ; in breadth 
eighty-nine feet, and in height frx>m the ground to 
the roof sixty-four feet and two inches, Slc. It 
was consecrated 1325, and at the general suppres- 
mxm was valued at thhrty-two pounds nineteen shil- 
lings, surrendered the 12th of November, 1638, the 
30Ui of Henry VIII., the ornaments and goods 
being taken to the king's use. The church was 
shut up for a time, and used as a store-house for 
goods, taken prizes from the French ; but in the 
year 1546, on the 3rd of January, was again set open. 
On the which day preached at Panic's cross the 
Bishop of Rochester, where he declared the king's 
gift thereof to the city for the relieving of the poor. 
Which gift was by patent — of St. £^holomew's 
Spittle, lately valued at three hundred and five 
pounds six shillings and seven-pence, and surren- 
dered to the king ; of the said church of the Grey 
Friars, and of two parish churches, the one of St. 
Nicholas in the shambles, and the other of St. 
Ewines in Newgate market, which vrere to be made 
one parish church in the said Friars church ; and 
in lands he gave for maintenance for the said 
church, with divine service, reparations, &c., five 
hundred marks by year for ever. 

The 13th of January, the 38th of Henry VIII., 



an agreement was made betwixt the king and the 
mayor* and commonalty of London, dated the 
27th of December, by which the said gift of the 
Grey Friars church, with all the edifices and ground, 
the fratry, the library, the dortor, and chapter- 
house, the great cloister and the lesser, tenements, 
gardens, and vacant grounds, lead, stone, iron, &c., 
the hospital of St. Bartholomew in West Smithfield, 
the church of the same, the lead, bells, and orna- 
ments of the same h<«pital, with all the messuages, 
tenements, and appurtenances ; the paritihes of St. 
Nicholas and of St Ewin, and so much of St. Sepul- 
cher*s parish as is within Newgate, were made one 
parish church in the Gray Friars church, and called 
Christ's church, founded by Henry VI II. 

The vicar of Christ's church was to have twenty- 
six pounds thirteen shillings and four-pence the 
year ; the vicar of St. Bartholomew thirteen ponnds 
six shillings and eight-pence ; the visitor of New- 
gate (being a priest^, ten pounds ; and other five 
priests in Christ's cnurch, all to be helping in Di- 
vine service, ministering the sacraments ana sacra- 
mentals ; the five priests to have eight pounds the 
piece, two clerks six pounds each, a sexton four 
pounds. Moreover, he gave them the hospital of 
Bethelem ; with the laver of brass in the cloister, 
by estimation eighteen feet in length, and two feet 
and a half in depth ; and the water-course of lead, 
to the said Fruur house belonging, containing by 
estimation in length eighteen acres. 

In the year 1552, began the repairing of the 
Grey Friars house for the poor fatherless children ; 
and in the month of November the children were 
taken into the same, to the number of almost four 
hundred. On Christinas day, in the afternoon, 
while the lord mayor and aldermen rode to Panics, 
the children of Christ's hospital stood, from St. 
Lawrence lane end in Cheape towards Paules, all 
in one livery of russet cotton, three hundred and 
forty in number ; and in Easter next they were in 
blue at the Spittle, and so have continued ever 
since. 

The defaced monuments in this church were 
these : First in the choir, of the Lady Margaret, 
daughter to Philip, king of France, and wife to Ed- 
ward I., foundress of this new church, 1317 ; of 
Isabel, queen, vrife to Edward 1 1., daughter to Phi- 
lip, king of France, 1358 ; John of the Tower ; 
Queen of Scots, wife to David Bruce, daughter to 
Edward II., died in Hartford castle, and was bu- 
ried by Isabel her mother 1362 ; William Fitz- 
warren, baron, and Isabel his wife, sometime Queen 
of Man ; Isabel, daughter to Edward III., wedded 
to the Lord Courcy of France, after created Earl of 
Bedford ; Elianor, wife to John, Duke of Britaine : 
Beatrix, Duchess of Britaine, daughter to Henry 
TIL ; Sir Robert Lisle, baron ; the Lady Lisle, 
and' Margaret de Rivers, Countess of Devon, all 
under one stone ; Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, 
beheaded 1329 ; Peter, Bishop of Carbon in Hun- 

Sary, 1331 ; Gregory Rocksley, mayor, 1282 ; Sir 
ohn Devereux, knight, 1385 ; John Hastings, Eari 
of Pembroke, 1389 ; Margaret, daughter to Tho- 
mas Brotharton, Earl Marshal ; she was Duchess 
of Norfolk, and Countess Marshal and Lady Se- 

* ** The maioF and coramunslty of London, parsons of 
Christti church, the viear to be at their appointment."— 
Stow. 
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grave, 1389 ; Richard Harering, knight, 1388 ; 
Robert Trisilian, knight justice, 1308; Geffrey 
Lucy, son to Geffrey Lucy ; John Anbry, son to 
John, mayor of Norwich, 1368 ; John Philpot, 
knight, mayor of London, and the Lady Jane Sam- 
ford his wife, 1384 ; John, Duke of Bourbon, and 
Anjou, Earl of Claremond, Montpensier, and Ba- 
ron Beaujeu, who was taken prisoner at Agincourt, 
kept prisoner eighteen years, and deceased 1433 ; 
Robert Chalons, knight, 1439 ; John Chalons ; 
Margaret, daughter to Sir John Philpot, first mar- 
ried to T. Santlor, esquire, and after to John Ney- 
band, esquire ; Sir Nicholas Brimbar, mayor of 
London, buried 1386 ; Elizabeth Nevel, wife to 
John, son and heir to Ralph, Earl of Westmore- 
land, and mother to Ralph, Earl of Westmore- 
land, and daughter to Thomas Holland, Earl of 
Kent, 1423 ; Edward Bumell, son to the Lord Bur- 
nell. In Allhallowes chapel : James Fines, Lord 
Say, 1450, and Helinor his wife, 1452 ; John Smith, 
Bishop of Landafe, 1478 ; John, Baron Hilton ; 
John, Baron Clinton ; Richard Hastings, knight, 
Lord of Willowby and Welles ; Thomas Burdet, 
esquire, beheaded 1477 ; Robert Lisle, son and 
heir to the Lord Lisle. In our Lady's chapel : 
John Gisors, of London, knight ; Humfrey Stafford, 
esquire,of Worcestershire, 1486; Robert Bartram, 
Baron of Bothell ; Ralph Barons, knight ; William 
Apleton, knight ; Reynold de Cambrey, knight ; 
Thonuis Beaumont, son and heir to Henry Lord 
Beaumont ; John Butler, knight ; Adam de How- 
ton, knight, I4l7 ; Bartholomew Caster, knight of 
London ; Reinfride Arundele, knight, 1460 ; Tho- 
mas Covil, esquire, 1422. In the *Postles chapel : 
Walter Blunt, knight of the Garter, and Lord 
Mountjoy, treasurer of England, son and heir to 
T. Blunt, knight, treasurer of Normandy *, 1474 ; 
E. Blunt, Lord Mountjoy, 1475 ; Alice Blunt 
Mountjoy, sometime wife to William Brown, mayor 
of London, and daughter to H. Kebel, mayor 1521 ; 
Anne Blunt, daughter to John Blunt, knight ; Lord 
Mountjoy, 1480 ; Sir Allen Cheinie, knight, and 
Sir T. Greene, knight ; William Blunt, esquire, 
son and heir to Walter Blunt f, captain of Gwynes, 
1492; Elizabeth Blunt, wife to Robert Curson, 
knight, 1494 ; Bartholomew Burwashe, and John 
Burwashe his son ; John Blunt, Lord Mountjoy, 
captain of Gwins and Hams, 1485 ; John Dinham, 
baron, sometime treasurer of England, knight of 
the Garter, 1501 ; Elianor, Duchess of Bucking- 
ham, 1530 ; John Blunt, knight, 1531 ; Rowland 
Blunt, esquire, 1509 ; Robert Bradbury, 1489 ; 
Nicholas Clifton, knight ; Francis Chape ; two sons 
of Allayne Lord Cheiney, and John, son and heir 
to the same ; Lord Allaine Cheinie, knight ; John 
Robsart, knight of the Garter, 1450 ; Alleyne Chei- 
ney, knight ; Thomas Malory, knight, 1470 ; Tho- 
mas Young, a justice of the bench, 1476 ; John 
Baldwin, fellow of Gray's inn, and common ser- 
geant of London, 1469 ; Walter Wrotsley, knight 
of Warwickshire, 1473 ; Steven Jenins, mayor, 
1623 ; Thomas a Par, and John Wilt water, slain 
at Barnet, 1471 ; Nicholas Poynes, esquire, 1512 ; 
Robert Elkenton, knight, 1460 ; John Water, alias 

• " Treagurer of England."— !«/ edition, p. 258. 

t " And father to Edward Lord Mountjoy ; James Blunt, 
knighte, son to Walter Blunt, captain of Gwynes, 1492."— 
Ihid. 



Yorke herald, 1520 ; John More, alias Norroy king 
of arms, 1491 ; George Hopton, knight, 1489. 
Between the choir and the altar : Ralph Spiganel, 
knight ; John Moyle, gentleman, of Gray's inn, 
1495 ; WiUiam Huddy, knight, 1501 ; John Cob- 
ham, a baron of Kent ; John Mortain, knight ; 
John Deyncort, knight ; John Norbery, esquire, 
high treasurer of &gUnd ; Henry Norbery, his 
son, esquire ; John Southlee, knight ; Thomas Sak- 
vile ; Thomas Lucy, knight, 1625 ; Robert de la 
Rivar, son to Biauricius de la Rivar, Lord of Tor- 
merton, 1457 ; John Malmaynas, e8qnire,and Tho- 
mas Malmaynas, knight ; Hugh Acton, tailor, 1530 ; 
Nicholas Malmains ; Hugh Parsal, kn^ht, 1490 ; 
Alexander Kirketon, knight, &c In the body of 
the church : William Paulet, esquire of Somerset- 
shire, 1482 ; John Moyle, gentleman, 1530 ; Peter 
Champion, esquire, 1511 ; John Hart, gentleman, 
1449 ; Alice Lat Hungerford, hanged at Tibome 
for murdering her husband, 1523 ; Edward Hall, 
gentleman, of Gray's inn, 1 470 ; Richard Church- 
yard, gentleman, fellow of Gray's inn, 1498 ; John 
Bramre, gentleman, of Gray's inn, 1498 ; John 
Mortimar, knight, beheaded 1423 ; Henry Frowike, 
alderman ; Renauld Frowike ; Philip Pats, 1518 ; 
William Porter, sergeant at arms, 1515 ; Thomas 
Grantham, gentleman, 1511 ; Edmond Rotheley, 
gentleman, 1470 ; Henry Roston, gentleman, of 
Gray's inn, 1485 ; Nicholas Montgomery, gentle- 
man, son to John Montgomery, of Nortiiampton- 
shire, 1485 ; Sir Bartholomew Emfield, knight ; 
Sir Barnard St. Peter, knight ; Sir Ralph Sand- 
wich, knight, custos of London ; Sir Andrew Sake- 
vile, knight ; John Treszawall, gentleman and tai- 
lor of London, 1520. All these and five times so 
many more have been buried there, whose monu- 
ments are wholly defaced ; for there were nine 
tombs of alabaster and marble, environed with 
strikes of iron in the choir, and one tomb in the 
body of the church, also coped with iron, all pulled 
down, besides sevenscore grave-stones of marble, 
all sold for fifty pounds, or thereabouts, by Sir 
Martin Bowes, goldsmith and alderman of London. 
Of late time buried there, Walter Hadden, doctor, 
&c. From this church west to Newgate is of this 
ward. 

Now for the south side of this ward, beguming 
again at the cross in Cheape, from thence to Friday 
street, and down that street on the west side, till 
over against the north-west comer of St. Matthew's 
church ; and on the west side, to the south comer 
of the said church, which is wholly in the ward of 
Faringdon. This church hath these few monu- 
ments : Thomas Pole, goldsmith, 1395 ; Robert 
Johnson, goldsmith, alderman ; John Twiselton, 
goldsmith, alderman, 1525 ; Ralph Allen, grocer, 
one of the sheriffs, deceased 1546 ; Anthony Ga- 
mage, ironmonger, one of the sheriffs, deceased 
1 579 ; Anthony Cage ; John Mabbe, chamberlain 
of London, &c. Allen at Condit, and Thomas War- 
lingworth, founded a chantr)' there. Sir Nicholas 
Twiford, goldsmith, mayor, gave to that church a 
house, with the appurtenances, called the Griffon 
on the Hope, in the same street *. 

From this Friday street, west to the Old Ex- 
change, a street so called of the king's exchange 

* In the firitt edition, Sir Nicholas Twiford is described as 
having a monument in the church. 
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there kepty which was for the receipt of bullion to 
be coined. For Henry III., in the 6th year of his 
reign, wrote to the Scabines and men of I pre, that 
he mad his ooonctl had given prohibition, that none. 
Englishmen or other, should make change of plate 
or other maas of silver, but only in his Exchange 
at London, or at Canterbury. Andrew Bukerell 
then had to farm the Elxchange of Eneland, and 
was msyor of London in the reign of Henry III. 
John Somercote had the keeping of the king's Ex- 
change over all EUigland. In the 8th of Edward I., 
Gregory Roekesiy was keeper of the said Exchange 
for tne king. In the 5th of Edward II., William 
Haosted was keeper thereof; and in the 18th, 
Roger de Frowicke, &c. 

These received the old stamps, or coining-irons, 
from time to time, as the aame were worn, and de- 
livered new to all the mints in London, as more at 
laivc in another place I have noted. 

This street beginneth by West Cheape in the 
north, and runneth down south to Knightriders 
street ; that part thereof which is called Old Fish 
street, but the very housing and ofiBce of the Ex- 
change and coinage was about the midst thereof, 
south from the east gate that entereth Paules 
churchyard, and on the west side in Baynard*s 
castle ward. 

On the east side of this Une, betwixt West 
Cheape and the church of St. Augustine, Henry 
Walles, mayor (by license of Edward I.),buUt one 
row of houses, the profits rising of them to be em- 
ployed an London bridge. 

The parish church of St. Augustine, and one 
boose next adjoining in Watheling street, is of this 
ward called Faringdon. This is a fair church, and 
lately well repainMl, wherein be monuments re- 
maining—of H. Reade, armourer, one of the she- 
ri£b 1^0 ; Robert Bellesdon, haberdasher, mayor 
1491 ; Sir Townley William Dere, one of the she- 
rifb 1450 ; Robert Raven, haberdasher, 1500 ; 
Thomas Apleyard, gentleman, 1515 ; William Mon- 
easter, merchant-tailor, 1524 ; William Holte, mer- 
chant-tailor, 1544, &c 

Then is the north churchyard of Paules, in the 
which standeth the cathedral church, first founded 
by Ethelbert, king of Kent, about the year of Christ 
610 : he save thereto lands as appeareth * : 

" ^dAaiui Rex, Deo intpiranUy pro itninug nuB 
nmadio dedil ejpuoopo Mdito terram qua appellcUMr 
TUlingAamctdmonadtru tut eolatium, mMioet wonoi- 
terntm Sameti PatUi: et epo Rex jEthdbertus ita 
frmUer wneedo tUn pretult Mdito potettaUm efm 
kabendi 4* pomdauU ut in perpetwim in monaeUrU 
wtiiitaU permamxAy^ &c. Athelstan, Edgar, Ed- 
ward the Confessor, and others, also gave lands 
thereunto. William the Conqueror gave to the 
church of St Paule, and to Biauricius, then bishop, 
and his successors, the castle of Stortford, with 
the appurtenances, &c. He also confirmed the 

* The only detailed account of this noble edifice to which 
the reader will refer with satiifiBction is the HMor^ of 
St. PmuTs Cath*dral^ publiahed by Dugdale ; and of which 
a new edition appeared in 1818, under the editorahip of Sir 
Henry Ellia. Some expreuions of these Charters, as printed 
by Stow, have been corrected by the copies in the Appendix 
to Sir Henry Ellis's book, pp. 288, 298. The third Charter 
mentioned is partly in Latin and partly in Saxon, the pecu- 
liar franchises and general words being in the latter language, 
ak was not unusual. 



gifts of his predecessors in these words : " W. Rex 
Angl, ooneedo Deo et S, PcnUo inperpetuuMf 24 Hidae 
qucu Rex jEtkdbeH dedit 8, Paultt jmta London,** 
&c. The charter of King William the Conqueror, 
exemplified in the Tower, englished thus : 

** William, by the grace of God, king of English- 
men, to all his welbeloued French and English peo- 
ple, greeting : Know ye that I do giue vnto God 
and Uie church of S. Paule of London, and to the 
rectors and seruitors of the same, in all their lands 
which the church hath, or shall have, within bo- 
rough and without, sack and sock, thole and tbeam, 
infangthefe and griihbriche, and all freeships, by 
strand and by land, on tide and off tide, and all the 
rights that into Uiem christendome byrath, on 
morth sprake, and on unright hamed, and on 
unright work, of all that bishoprick on mine land, 
and on each other man's land. For I will that the 
church in all things be as free as I would my soul 
to be in the day of judgement. Witnesses : Osmimd, 
oiur Chancellor ; Lanfrank, the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury ; and T. Archbishop of York ; Rogei'> 
Earle of Shrewesbury ; Alane, the county ; Geffrey 
de Maenavilla ; and Ralph Peuerel.*' 

In the year I087> this chiurch of St. Paule was 
burnt with fire, and therewith the most part of the 
city ; which fire b^an at the entry of the west 
gate, and consumed the east gate. Mauricius the 
bishop began therefore the foundation of a new 
chiurch of St. Paule, a work that men of that time 
judged would never have been finished, it was to 
them so wonderful for length and breiulth ; and 
also the same was built upon arches (or vaults) of 
stone, for defence of fire, which was a manner of 
work before that time imknown to the people of 
this nation, and then brought in by the French ; 
and the stone was fetched from Caen in Normandy. 

This Maiuicius deceased in the year 1107* Ri- 
chard Beamor succeeded him in the bishopric, who 
did wonderfully increase the said church, purchas- 
ing of his own cost the large streets and lanes 
alKiut it, wherein were wont to dwell many lay 
people ; which groimd he began to compass about 
with a strong wall of stone and gates. King Henry 
I. gave to the said Richard so much of the moat 
(or wall) of the castle, on the Thames side, to the 
south, as should be needful to make tlie said wall 
of the church, and so much is should suffice to 
make a wall without the way on the north side, &c. 

It should seem that this Richard inclosed but 
two sides of the said church or cemetery of St. 
Paule, to wit, the south and north side ; for King 
Edwud II., in the 10th of his reign, granted that 
the said churchyard should be inclosed with a wall 
where it wanted, for the murders and robberies 
that were there committed. But the citizens then 
claimed the east part of the churchyard to be the 
place of assembly to their folkemotes, and that the 
great steeple there situate was to that tise, their 
common bell, which being there rung, all the in- 
habitants of the city might hear and come together. 
They also claimed the west side, that they might 
there assemble themselves together, with the lord of 
Baynard*8 castle, for view of their armour, in de- 
fence of the city. This matter was in the Tower of 
London referred to Harvius de Stanton, and his 
fellow justices itinerants ; but I find not the deci- 
sion or judgment of that controversy. 

True it is, UuU Edward III., in the I7ih of his 
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on bath the udea (to 
vit, wilhin mnd withaot) it be hidden with dwelling- 
honsea. Ridiard Beuner deceaaed in the year 
II37i and lib BDOonson in piooeaa of time per- 
GuTned the work begnn. 

The steeple of this church wa> built and finiabed 
in the year 1839 ; the croea on the said steeple fell 
down, and a new waa aet up in the year 13U. Tlie 
Dew work of PanU (so called) at the eaat end above 
the choir, waa bmon in the year 1S51. 

Henry Lacy, Earl of IJneoln, conatable of Chea- 
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ter, and cnaloa of England, in 
benebcuir to this work, and w 



year 1310. AUo Ralph Baldacke,Bi«hapofLond< 
in his lifetime {^re two hundred marks to the builu- 
iag of the said new work,and left much by his testa- 
ment towards the tiniahing thereof : he deceased in 
the year 1313, and waa buried in the Lady chapeL 
Also the new work of Paulea, to wil, the erase aialcs, 
were began tp be new built io the year 1256. 

The lit of February, in the year 1444,abouttwa 
of the clock in the afUuitooD, llie ateeple of Panles 
was Bred by liRhtning, in tho midat of the ahaft or 
apire, both on the west side and on the south ; but 
by labour of many well-diapoaed people the same 
to appearanes was quenched with vinegar, ao thai 
all men withdrew thenuelvca U their booses, pnia- 
ing (!ad ; but between eight and nine of the clock 
in the same night the fire burst out again more 
fervently than before, and did much hurt to the 
lead and timber, till by the great labour of the 
mayor and people that came thither, it waa tho- 
roi^ly quenched. 

Thia steeple was repaired in the ¥«» 1463, and 
the wnthercock agam erected. Robert Godwin 
irinding it np, the rope brake, and he was desBvyed 
on ths pinnaclo, and the cock waa aote bmised ; 
bntBurchwood (the king's plumber) aet it up ^ain: 
aince the which time, needing repantian, it waa 
both taken down and aet up in the year 1663 ; at 
which time it waa found to be of copper, gilt over ; 
and the length from the bill to the tail being four 
feet, and the breadth over thewinga three feet and 
a half, it weighed forty paunda ; the croaa from the 
bowl to the eagle (or cock) waa Rfteen feet and aix 
inches, of aawze ; Ihe length thereof overthwart 
was five feet and ten inches, and the compaaa of 
the bowl waa nhie feel and one inch. 

The inner body of this croaa waa oak, Ihe next 
cover was lead, and the uttermost was of copper, 
red vamiahed. The bowl and eagle, or cock, were 
of copper, and gilt also. 

The height of the steeple waa five hundred and 
twenty feel, whereof the atooe-work is two hundred 
and sixty feet, and the apire waa likewise two hun- 
dred and sixty feet : the length of the whole church 
ia two hundred and forty tailora' yards, which make 
seven hundred and twenty feet ; the bi^adth thereof 
is one hundred and thirty feet, and the height of 
the body of that church is one hundred and fifty 
feet *. This church hath a biahop, a deui, a pre- 
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eentu', chancellor, treaanrer, and five ardldeM- 
cons ; to wit, of London, HiddlcMi, Enex, Col- 
chnter, and SL Albans : it hath preboidMiea 
thirty, eanona twelve, vicars ollonl six, i-c 

The mUaoe of petty canons there was founded 
■rd 11. in honour of Queto Anne his 
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tbem, as appeareth by the patent ; Maat«T Robert 
Dokeaworlh then being master thereof^ In the 
year 1408, the petty canons then builditig their 
college, the mayor and eommonally granted them 
tbeir water-courses, and other easementa. 

There was also one ^reat cloister, on Ihe norlh 
side of thia churcb, environing a plot of graund, of 
old time called Pardon churchyard ; whsFSof Ttio- 
mas More, dean of Paulea, waa either the first 
builder, or a moat especial banefaclor, and waa bu- 
ried there. About thia doiater was aitifieially and 
richly painted the Dance of Hachabray, or Dance 
otDeath,commonly called the Dance of Paul's ; the 
tike whereof waa painted about St. Innocent'a ck)i>- 
ter at Paria, in France, The metres, or poesy of 
thia dance, were tnnalated out of Fraieh into 
Engliah by John Lidgate, monk of Bury *, and 
with the picture of deaUi leading alt cwlatea, painted 
about the cloister, at the special request and at the 
diapence of Jenken Carpenter, in the reign of Hsit? 
VI. In this cloiater were buried many pemna, 
eome of worship, and nthen of honour ; the mo- 

manahip, passed all other ttial were in that church. 

Over the east quadrant of this cloiater wu a bir 
library, built at the coals and charges of Waller 
Sberington, chancellor of the dochy of I^acaster, 
in the reign of Henry VI., which halh been wril 
fomiahed with fair written booka in vellnni, but 
few of them now do remam there. In the midst 
of this Pardon churchyard waa also a fair chapel, 
first founded by Gilbert Becket, portgrave and 
principal magistrato of this city, in the rugn of 
King Stephen, who waa thec« buried. 

Thomas Moore, dean of Paul's before named, re- 
edified or new bttilt this chapel, and founded three 
ains there, in the reign of Henry V. 
the year IS49, on the 10th of April, the 
cnapel, by commandment of the Duke of Sodu 
was bi^iun to be pulled down, with the whole doia- 
ter, the Dance of Death, Ihe tombe and monnmenia ; 
BO that nothing thereof waa left but the bare plot 
of ground, which is since converted Into a garden 
for Ihe petty canons. There was also a chapel at 
Ihe north door of Paulea, founded by the same 
Walter Sherrington, by Ucenae of Henry VI., for 
two, three, or four chaplains, endowed with forty 
In building IhE pmest sdUIci wUl bt fmmd fa Kolgtu'i 
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pounds, by the year. This chapel also was pulled 
down in the reign of Edward Yl., and in place 
thereof a fiur hoose^ built. 

There was iorthmsore a fair chapel of the Holy 
Ghost in Paules church, on the north side, founded 
in the year 1400 by Roffer Holmes, chancellor and 
prebendarv of Paules, for Adam Berie, alderman, 
mayor of London 1364, John Wineham and others, 
for aerea chaplains, and called Holme's college. 
Their common hall was in Paul's churchyard, on 
the south side, near unto a carpenter's yard. This 
college was, with others, suppressed in the reign of 
Edward YI. Then under the choir of Paules is a 
large chapel, first dedicated to the name of Jesu, 
founded, or rather confirmed, the 37th of Henxy 
YI., as appeareth by his patent thereof, dated at 
Croydone, to this effect : ^ Many liege men, and 
Chnstian people, having begun a fratemitie and 
guild, to the honour of ue most glorious name of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, in a place called the 
Growdes of the eathedrall church of Paul's in Lon- 
don, which hath continued Ions time peaceably till 
now of late ; whereupon they have made request, 
and we have taken upon us the name and cbai^ of 
the foundation, to the laud of Almightie God, the 
Father, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghost, and espe- 
cially to the honour of Jesu, in whose honour the 
fratemitie was begun," &c. 

The king ordamed William Say, then dean of 
Pankfl, to be the rector, and Richard Ford (a re- 
membimncer in the Exchequer), and Henry Bennis 
(clerk of his privy seal), the guardians of those bro- 
thers and sisters ; they and uieir successors to have 
a eommon seal, license to purchase lands or tene- 
ments to the value of forty pounds by the year, &c 

This foundation was coiffirmed bv Henry YII., 
the 22nd of his reign, to Doctor Collet, then dean 
of Paules, rector there, &c. ; and by Henry YIIL, 
the 27th of his reign, to Richard Pace, then dean 
of Paoles, &c. 

At the west end of this Jesus chapel, under the 
choir of Paules, also was a parish church of St. 
Faith, commonly called St Faith under Paul's, 
which served for the stationers and others dwelling 
m Paolo's churchyard. Paternoster row, and the 
phices near adjoining. The said chapel of Jesus 
being suppressed in the reign of Edward YI., the 
parLmioners of St. Faith's church were removed 
into the same, as to a pUioe more sufiBcient for 
largeness and lightsomeness, in the year 1&51, and 
so It remaineth. 

Then was there on the north side of this church- 
yard a large chamel house for the bones of the 
dead, and over it a chapel of an old foundation, 
such as foUoweth. In the year 1282, the 10th of 
Edward I., it was agreed, that Henry WaUes, 
mayor, and the citizens, for the cause of shops by 
them built, without the wall of the churchyard, 
should assign to God and to the church of St Paul 
ten marks of rent by the year for ever, towards the 
new building of a chi4>el of the Blessed Yirgin 
Mary, and aSao to assign five marks of yearly rent 
to a chaplain to celebrate there. 

Moreover, in the year 1430, the 8th of Henry 
YI., license was granted to Jenkin Carpenter (ex- 
ecutor to Richard Whittington) to establish upon 
the said chamel a chaplain, to have eight marks by 
the year. Then was also in this chapel two bro- 
therhoods. In this chapel were buried Robert 



Barton, Henry Barton, mayor, Imd Thomas Mirfin, 
mayor, idl skinners, and were entombed with their 
images of aUbaster over them, grated or coped 
about with iron before the said chapel, all which 
were pulled down in the year 1549 : the bones of 
the dead, couched up in a chamel under the chapel, 
were conveyed from thence into Finsberv field (by 
report of him who paid for the carriage *}, amount- 
ing to more than one thousand cart-loads, and there 
laid on a moorish ground ; in short space after 
raised, by eoilage of the city upon them, to bear 
three windmills. The chapel and chamel were con- 
verted into dwelling-houses, warehouses, and sheds 
before them, for stationers, in place of the tombs. 

In the east part of this churchyard standeth 
Paules school, lately new built, and endowed in 
the year 1512 by John Collet, doctor of divinity 
and dean of Paules, for one hundred and fifty-three 
poor men's children, to be taught free in the same 
school ; for which he appointed a master, a sur- 
master, or usher, and a chaplain, vrith large sti- 
pends for ever, committing the oversight mereof 
to the masters, wardens, and assistants of the mer- 
cers in London, because he was f son to Henry 
Collet, mercer, sometime mayor. He left to these 
mercers lands to the yearly value of one hundred 
and twenty pounds, or better. 

Near unto this school, on the north side thereof, 
was of old time a great and high clochier, or bell- 
house, four square, built of stone, and in the same 
a most strong frame of timber, with four bells, the 
greatest that I have heard ; these were called Je- 
sus' bells, and belonged to Jesus' chapel, but I know 
not by whose gift : the same had a great spire of 
timber covered with lead, with the iniage of St 
Paul on the top, but was pulled down by Sir Miles 
Partridge, knight, in the reign of Henry YIII. 
The common speech then was, that he did set a 
hundred pounds upon a cast at dice against it, and 
so won the said dochiard and bells of the long ; 
and then causing the bells to be broken as they 
hung, the rest was pulled down. This man was 
afterward executed on the Tower hill for matters 
concerning the Duke of Somerset, the 6th of Ed- 
ward YL 

In place of this clochiard, of old times the com- 
mon bell of the city was used to be rung for the 
assembly of the citizens to their folke motes, as I 
have before showed. 

About the midst of this churchyard is a pulpit 
cross of timber, mounted upon steps of stone, and 
covered with lead, in which are sermons preached 
by learned divines every Sunday in the forenoon ; 
the very antiquity of which cross is to me unknown. 
I read, that in the year 1259, King Henry III. 
commanded a general assembly to be made at this 
cross, where he in proper person commanded the 
mayor, that on the next day following, he should 
cause to be sworn before the alderman every strip- 
ling of twelve years of age or upward, to be true 
to the king and his heirs, kings of England. Also, 
in the year 1202, Uie same kmg caused to be read 
at Paul's cross a bull, obtained from Pope Urban 
I Y., as an absolution for him, and for all that were 
sworn to T"*i"*^»" the articles made in parliament 
at Oxford. Also in the year 1299, the dean of 

• Reign Wolfe. 

t '* Born in London, and iod to Heniy Collet." — Ut edi- 
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Paulee aocursed at PatUee crow all those which 
had searched in the church of St. Martin in the 
Field for a hoard of gold, &c. This pulpit cross 
was hy tempest of lightning and thunder defaced. 
Thomas Kempe, Bishop of London, new built it in 
. form as it now standeth *. 

In the year 1561, the 4th of June, betwixt the 
hours of three and four of the clock in the after- 
noon, the great spire of the steeple of St Paule's 
church was fired by lightning, which brake forth 
(as it seemed) two or three yards beneath the foot 
of the cross ; and from thence it went downward 
the spire to the battlements, stone-work, and bells, 
BO furiously, that within the space of four hours 
the same steeple, with all the roofs of the church, 
were consumed, to the great sorrow and perpetual 
remembrance of the beholders. After this mis- 
chance, the queen's majesty directed her letters to 
the mayor, willing him to take order for the speedy 
repairing of the same : and she, of her gracious 
disposition, for the furtherance thereof, did pre- 
sently give and deliver in gold one thousand marks, 
with a warrant for a thousand loads of timber, to 
be taken out of her woods or elsewhere. 

The citizens also gave first a great benevolence, 
and after that three fifteens, to be speedily paid. 
The clergy of England likewise, within the province 
of Canterbury, granted the fortieth part of the va- 
lue of their benefices, charged with first fruits, the 
thirtieth part of such as were not so charged ; but 
the clergy of London diocese granted the thirtieth 
part of all that paid first fruits, and the twentieth 
part of such as had paid their fruits. 

Six citizens of London, and two petty canons of 
Paules church, had charge to further and oversee 
the work, wherein such expedition was used, that 
within one month next following the burning thereof, 
the church was covered with boards and lead, in 
manner of a false roof, against the weather ; and 
before the end of the said year, all the said aisles 
of the church were framed out of new timber, co- 
vered with lead, and fully finished. The same 
year also the grpat rooCs of the west and east ends 
were framed out of great timber in Yorkshire, 
brought thence to London by sea, and set up and 
covered with lead ; the north and south ends were 
framed of timber, and covered with lead, before 

* " Alas ! for the mutability of human affairs ! " as the 
worthy Baillie M'Candlish was wont to say. Paul's cross, 
whose strange eventfUl history is written in Knight's Ltm- 
doH (i. p. 32 tt teq.), no longer exists : nay, the very elm 
tree, which used to stand on the north-east side of the pre- 
sent cathedral, and mark its site, has ceased to exist. 

In April, 1633, while the cathedral was undergoing exten- 
sive repairs, and the churchyard was occupied with masons 
and biiilding materials, the sermons usually delivered at 
Paul's cross were moved into the choir ; and it does not ap- 
pear that the old pulpit out of doors was ever again em- 
ployed. At last, by the votes of both houses of the Long 
Parliament, on the 10th and 11th of September, 1S42, for 
the abolishing of bishops, deans, and chapters, " the very 
foundation of this famous cathedral," to quote the impressive 
words of Dugdale (p. 109, edit. 1818), " was utterly shaken 
in pieces ... so that the next year following, 1643 (Isaac 
Pennington being lord ma3ror), the famous cross in the 
churchyard, which had been for many ages the most noted 
and solemn place in the nation for the gravest divines and 
greatest scholars to preach at, was, with the rest of the 
crosses about London and Westminster, by ftirther order of 
the said parliament, puUed down to the ground." 



April, 1666. Concerning the steeple, divers models 
were devised and made, but little else was done, 
throuffh whose 'default, God knoweth ; it was said 
that the money appointed for new building of the 
steeple was collected *. 

Monuments in this church be these : first, as I 
read, of Erkenwalde, Bishop of London, buried in 
the old church about the year of Christ 700, whose 
body was translated into Uie new work in the year 
1140, being richly shrined above the choir behind 
the high altar. 

Sebba, or Seba, King of the East Saxons, first 
buried in the old church, since removed into the 
new, aud laid in a coffin of stone, on the north 
side without the choirs ; Ethelred, King of the 
West Saxons, was likewise buried and removed ; 
William Norman, Bishop of London in the reigns 
of Edward the Confessor and of William the Con- 
queror, deceased 1070, and is new buried in the 
body of the church, with an epitaph, as in my 
Summary I have shown ; Eustauchius de Faucon- 
bridge. Bishop of London 1228, buried in the south 
isle above the choir ; Martin Pateshull, Dean of 
Powle's, 1 239 ; W. Havarhul, canon ; the king's 
treasurer, Hugh Pateshull, 1240; Roger Nigar, 
Bishop of London, 1241, buried in Uie north side of 
the choir ; Fulco Basset, Bishop of London, 1259, 
and his brother, Philip Basset, knight, 1261 ; 
Henry Wingham, Bishop of London, buried in the 
south aisle above the choir, 1262 ; Geffrey de Acra, 
chaplain, in the chapel of St. James, under the 
rood at north door, 1264 ; Alexander de Swarford, 
1273 ; John Grantham, 1273 ; John Braynford, 
and Richard Umframuile, 127& ; Roger de lale. 
Archdeacon of Essex, 1280 ; Ralph Donion, canon, 
1382 ; Godfrey S. Donstan, 1274 ; Fulke Lovell, 
1298 ; WUliam Harworth, clerk, 1302 ; Reginald 
Brandon, in the new Lady chapel, 1305 ; Richard 
Newporte, Archdeacon of Middlesex, 1309 ; Henry 
Lacie, Eaxl of Lincobie, in the new work of 
Paules betwixt the Lady chapel and St. Dunston's 
chapel, where a fair monument was raised for him, 
with his picture in armour, cross-legged f, as one 
professed for defence of the Holv Land agaList the 
mfidels, 1310, his monument is foully defaced ; 
Ralph Baldoke, Bishop of London, 1313, in the 
said Lady chapel, whereof he was founder. 

Some have noted X, that in digging the founda- 
tion of this new work, namely of a <mi^l on the 
south side of Paule's churdi, there were found 
more than a hundred scalps of oxen or kine, in the 
year 1316 ; which thing (say they) confirmed 

* " And brought to the hands of Edmond Grendall, then 
Bishop of London."— If < tdition, p. 269. 

t " When the Templar died he was placed in a coffin in 
his habit, and with his legs crossed, and thus buried."— See 
Mr. Keightley's volume, published in the LUtrary of BfUtr- 
iaining Knowledge^ under the title of Secret SoeieHe* of tMe 
Middle Aget.^Tke Templars. In thisuseftil little work Mr. 
Keightley ftimishes the &iglish reader with a brief but 
satisfactory account of this powerAil Order, whose history 
has emplo3red the pens of Raynouard and Wilcke on the con- 
tinent, but had hitherto received little or no attention in this 
country. 

Raynouard's Monumene Hittoriquet retatife dk la 
Condemnation dee TempUert. Paris, 1813, and Wilcke's 
Oetehiehte dee Templeherrenordene (S bd. 8vo. Leipsic, 1837 — 
35.) may be looked upon as the chief materials for such his- 
tory, and are well-deserving perusal. 

X W. Paston. 
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greatly the opinion of thoee which have reported, 
that of old time there had been a temple of Jupiter, 
and Uiat there was daily sacrifice of beasts. 

Othersome, both wise and learned, have thoaght 
the buck's head, borne before the procession of 
Paale*8 on St. Paul's day, to signify the like. But 
true it is, I have read an ancient deed to this effect. 

Sir William Baud, knight, the 3d of Edward I., 
in the year 1274, on Candlemas day, granted to 
Harvy de Borham, dean of Powle's, and to the 
chapter there, that in consideration of twenty-two 
acres of ground or land, by them granted, within 
Uieir manor of Westley in Elssex, to be inclosed 
into his park of Curingham, he would for ever, 
upon the feast day of the Conversion of St Paul in 
winter, give unto them a good doe, seasonable and 
sweet, and upon the feast of the commemoration of 
St. Paul in summer, a good buck, and offer the 
same upon the high altar ; the same to be spent 
amongst the canons residents. The doe to be 
brou^t by one man at the hour of procession, and 
throogh the procession to the high altar ; and the 
brineer to have nothing : the buck to be brought 
by a& his men in like manner, and they to have 
paid unto them by the chamberlain of the church 
twelve pence only, and no more to be required. 
This grant he made, and for performance bound 
the lands of him and his heirs to be distrained 
on ; and if the lands should be evicted, that yet he 
and his heirs should accomplish the gift Wit- 
nesses : Richard Tilberie, William de Wockendon, 
Richard de Harlowe, knights, Peter of Stauforde, 
Thomas of Waldon, and some others. 

Sir Walter Baude, son to William, confirmed 
thb gift, in the 30th of the said king, and the wit- 
nesses thereunto were Nicholas de Wokendon, 
Richard de Rokeley, Thomas de Mandevile, John 
de Rochford, knights, Richard de Broniford, Wil- 
liam de Markes, William de Fulham, and other. 
Thus much for the grant. 

Now what I have heard by report, and have 
partly seen, it foUoweth. On the feast day of the 
commemoration of St Paul, the buck being brought 
up to the steps of the high altar in Paul% church, 
at the hour of procession, the dean and chapter 
being apparelled in copes uid vestments,* with 
garlands of ros^ on their heads, they sent the 
body of the buck to baking, and had the head fixed 
on a pole, borne before the cross in their procession, 
until they issued out of the west door, where the 
keeper that brought it blowed the death of the 
buck, and then the homers that were about the 
city presently answered him in like manner ; for 
the which pains they had each one of the dean and 
chapter, four pence in money, and their dinner, 
and the keeper that brought it, was allowed during 
his abode there, for that service, meat, drink, and 
lodging, at the dean and chapter's charges, and five 
shillings in money at his going away, together with 
a loaf of bread, having the picture of St Paul 
upon it, &c. 

There was belonging to the church of St. Paul, 
for both the days, two special suits of vestments, 
the one embroidered with bucks, the other with 
does, both given by the said Bauds (as I have 
heard). Thus much for the matter. 

Now to the residue of the monuments : — Sir 
Ralph Hingham, chief justice of both Benches suc- 
cessively, buried in the side of the north walk 



against the choir, 1308 ; Henry Guildford, clerk at 
the altar of the Apostles, 1313 ; Richard Newport, 
Bishop of London, 1318; William Chateslehunt, 
canon, in the new work, J 321, had a chantry there , 
Sir Nicholas Wokenden, knight, at the altar of 
St Thomas in the new work, 1323 ; John Cheshull, 
Bishop of London, 1279 ; Roger Waltham, canon, 
1325 ; Hamo Chikewell, six times mayor of London, 
1328 ; Robert Monden, and John Monden his 
brother, canons, in the new work, 1332 ; Walter 
Thorpe, canon, in the new work, 1333 ; John 
Fable, 1334 ; James Fisil, chaplam, 1341 ; Wil- 
liam Melford, Archdeacon of Colchester, 1345 ; 
Richard de Placeto, Archdeacon of Colchester, 
1345, before St. Thonuis' chapel ; Geffrey Eton, 
canon, 1345 ; NichoUs Husband, cauon, 1347 ; 
Sir John Poultney, mayor 1348, in a fair chapel by 
him built on the north side of Paule's, wherein he 
founded three chaplains ; William Eversden, canon, 
in the crowds, 1349 ; Alan Hotham, canon, in the 
new crowds, 1351 ; Henry Etesworth, under the 
rood at north door, 1353 ; John Beauchampe, con- 
stable of Dover, warden of the ports, knieht of the 
Garter, son to Guy Beauchampe, Earl of Warwick, 
and brother to Thomas Earl of Warwick, in the 
body of the church, on the south side, 1358, where 
a proper chapel and fair monument remaineth of 
him ; he is by ignorant people misnamed to be 
Humfrey, Duke of Glocester, who lieth honourably 
buried at St. Albon's, twenty miles from London,* 
and therefore such as merrily or simply profess 
themselves to serve Duke Humfrey in Paule's *, 
are to be punished here, and sent to St Albon's, 
there again to be punished for their absence from 
their lord and master, as they call him ; Michael 
Norborow, Bishop of London, 1361 ; Waiter Nele, 
blader, and Avis his wife, 1361 ; Gilbert Brewer, 
dean of Paule's, 1366 ; Richard Wendover, 1:^66 ; 
John Hiltoft, goldsmith, and Alice his wife, in the 
new works, St Dunston's chapel, 1368 ; Adam de 
Bery, mayor in the year 1364, buried in a chapel 
of St. Mary Magdalen, or of the Holy Ghost, called 
Holmes' college, behind the rood at the north door 
of Paul's, 13^ ; Roger Holmes, chancellor and 
prebend of Paul's, was buried there 1400 ; John 
of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, 1399, buried on the 

* " To dine with Duke Humphrey" is a phrase long used 
to signiiy going without a dinner. The following quotation 
from Anthony Munday's edition of the 5«rtwy, p. 642, will 
serve to illustrate our author's text. 

" Likewise on May day, tankard-bearers, watermen, and 
some other of like quality beside, would use to come to the 
same tombe early in the morning, and (according to the 
other) have delivered serviceable presentation at the same 
monument, by strewing hearbes, and sprinkling faire water 
on it, as in the dutie of servants, and according to their 
degrees and charges in office. But, as Matter Stowe hath 
discreetly advised such as are so merrily disposed, or simply 
professe themselves to serve Duke Humphrey in Paul's, if 
punishment of losing their dinners dayty there be not suffi- 
cient for them, they should be sent to St. Albon's, to 
answere there for their disobedience and long absence from 
their so highly well-deserving lord and master, because in 
their merrie disposition they please so to call him." 

In addition to this long note upon what Authony Munday 
designates in the margin, as " a due and fit penance for fond 
Duke Humphreyes idle servants," it may be observed that 
" this prince's vault (to use the words of Granger, Btog. His- 
tory o/Englandt i. 21.) in which his body was preserved in 
a kind of pickle, was discovered at St. Alban's, in the year 
1703." 
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Dorth ude the choir, beside BUnch bi> fint wife, I 
who deeeued 1 368 ; Sir Richard Hurley, knight of 
the Guier, onder > fair mcmument ia the eide of \ 
the north walk against the choir, a chantrj' waa I 
there foonded far him, 1400 ; Beatrix hit wife, | 
after his death, married to Tbomaa Lord Rouse, 
wu buried in the chapel of St. John Baptiat (or 
Poultoey's chapel) near the north door of Paale'i, 
1409 ; Thomaa Even, dean of Taule's, in St. 
Thomaa' chapel, the new work, 1411 ; Thumaa , 
More, dean of Paule's, in the chapel of St Anne . 
and St. ThoniBB, by him new built in Pardon 
churchyard, 1419 ; Thumaa Ston, dean of Paule's, | 
by the tomb of John Beauchwnpe, 1423 ; the 
Duchess of Bedford, meter to Philip Duke of 



in a chapel without the aorlb door by him buil^ 
1467 1 JofaD Drayton, goldamith, in Alhallowes 
chapel, 1466 ; William Say, dean of Paul's, in the 
Crowds, or Jesuit' chapel, 1468 ; Margaret, Countess 
of Shrewsbury, in the Crowds, or Jesus' chapel, as 
appeareth by an inscriptioD on a pillar there. 
. Here before the image of Jeau lieth the worship- 
ful and right noble lady, Margaret Coontess of 
Shrewsbury, lata wife of the true and Tictorioua 
knight and redoubtable warrior, John Talbot, Earl 
of Shrewsbury, which wnnhip died in Gnien for 
the right of this laud. The first daughter, and one 
of the hein of the right famous and renowned 
knioht, Richard Beauchamp, late E^ari of Warwick, 
which died in Rouen, and Dame Elizabeth his 
wife, tbe which Elizabeth was daughter and heir 
to ThomaH, late Lord Berkeley, on his nde, and of 
her mother's side. Lady Lisle and Tj'ea, which 
CDunteas passed from this world the 14th day of 
June, in the year of onr Lord 14A8, on whoae soul 
Jeau hare mercy. Araen. 

John Wenlocke, by hU last wUl.dated 1477, ap- 
pointed there ehould he dispended upon a monu- 
ment over the Lady of Shrewshnry where ehe is 
buried afore Jeaus, one hundred pounds. He left 
Sir Humlrey Talbot hia aDperviaor. This Sir 
Humfrey Talbot, knight, lord marahal of the town 
of CaluB, made his will the year 14B2. He was 
younger aon of John Earl of Shrewsbury, and Mar- 
garet his wife ; he appointed a stone to be put in a 
pillar before the grave of his lady mother in Paul's, 
of his portraiture and arms, according to tbe wiU 
of John Wenlocke, hot for want of r»om ud light- 
Bomeness in that place, it was concluded, the image 
of Jeaus to be curiously painted on the wall of Paul's 
church, over tlie door that entereth Into the said 
chapel of Jesus, and the portnutnre also of the 
■aid Lady Mai^aret, Connteas of Shrewsbury, 
kneeling in her mantle of arms, with her progeny ; 
all which was so performed, and renuunetn ti\i this 
day. 

In the chapel of Jesni, Thomaa Dowcrey, William 
Lambe, 1678, and many other, have been interred ; 
John of London, under the north rood, 1SS6 ; John 
Lovell, clerk ; John Romane ; John of St. Olave ; 
Waltar Bloxley ; Sir Alen BoxfauU, knight of tlie 
Garter, constable of the Tower, eustos of the forest 
and park of Clarendon, the forest of Brokholt, 
Grovell, and Melchet, buried beside St. Erken- 
wald's shrine, and of later time Thomas Kempe, 
Bishop of London, in a proper cbapeJ of the le- 
nity by him founded in the body of the church, on 



tbe north side, 1489 ; Thoroaa Linaere, doctor of 
physic ; Jcjin Collet, dean of Panle's, on the sontfa 
ude withont the choir, 1619 ; Jaho Dowman, 
canun of Paule's, 1626; Richard Fitx-James, 
Bishop of London, hard beneath the north-weat 
pillar of Paule's steeple, under a &ir tomb, and a 
chapel of St. Paul, built of timber, with atairs 
mounting therennta over hia tomb, of grey marble, 
1631. ^Hia chapel was burned by fire falling from 
tbe steeple, his tomb was t«ken thence. J ' 
Slokealey, Bishop of London, in oor Lady ch) . , 
1639 ; Jt^n Nevill, Lord Latimer, in a (^pel by 
the north door of Paule's, about 1642 ; Sir John 
Mason, knight, in the north walk, against the choir, 
I5G6 ; William Herbert, Earl ofPembroke, knight 
of the Garter, on the nortli side of the choir, lfi<9 ; 
Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper of the great seal, 
on the south side of tbe choir, 1678 ; Sir Philip 
Sidney, above the choir on the north ude, 168(1 1 
Sir Frances Walungham, knight, principal secre- 
tary, and chancellor of the duchy of L n n rasl cr, 
1690 ; Sir Christopher Hatlon, lord chancellor of 
England, knight li the Garter, above the choir, 
IGJIl, under a moat sumptnons monoment, wberea 
merry poet wrote thoa : — 

" PbiUp uid FrsDcU have no 1«ube, 
Fqi prtat Clulitoplin tikH all tlw nomi •.■■ 
John Elmer, Bisbop of London, before St. Tbonuts' 
chapel, 161>4 ; the I^dy Ueneage, and her hus- 
band. Sir liinmaa Heneage, ctutncellor of the 
duchy, 1696 ; Richard Fletcher, Btahop of Londm, 
1696. These, aa the chiei; have I noted t'' <- 

Without the north gate of Panle'* ohurch from 
the end of the Old Exchange, west up Paternoster 
TOW, by the two lanes out of Paula's churcb, the 
Urst out of the crofis usle of Paule's, the other 
of the body of the ehureb, about the midst thei 
and BO west to the Golden Lion, be all of this ward, 
as is aforesaid. 'The housaa in this street, from the 
first north gate of Panic's churebyard unto the next 
gate, was first built withont the wall of the church 
yard, by Henry Wallcs, major in the year 138 
The rents of those houses go to the maintenance of 
London bridge. This street is now called Pater 
Noatlr raw, because of stationers or text wi 
that dwelt there, who wrote and sold all sorts of 
books then in nee, namely. A, B. C. with the Pater 
Noeter, Ave, Creed, Graces, Itc. 

'There dwelt also tuners of beads, and they w 
called Paler Noster makers, aa 1 n«d in a record 
of one Robert Nikke, Pater Noster maker, and 
citizen, in the reign of Henry IV., and so of other, 
At tbe end of Pater Noster row is Ave Mary lane, 
so (slled upon the like oceaaion of text writera and 




Farriiifdoii ward within. 

Churdi of 8t Martin'i at Lndgata. 

Cboveh oftlie Blade Prian. 



OF LONDON. 



Parringdon ward within. 
Parliaments at the Black Frian. 
Monuments in the church. 



127 



bead maken then dwelling there ; and at the end 
of that lane is likewise Creede lane, late so called, 
but sometime Spurrier row, of spurriers dwelling 
there ; and Amen lane is added thereunto betwixt 
the south end of Warwieke lane and the north 
end of Are Mary lane. At the north end of 
Ave Maiy lane is one great house, built of 
stone and timber, of old time pertaining to John 
Duke of Britaine, Earl of Richmond, as appeareth 
by the reeordh of Edward II., since that, it is called 
Pembrook's inn, near unto Ludgate, as belonging 
to the earis of Pembrook, in the times of Richard 
II.9 the 18th year, and of Henry VI., the 14th 
year. It is now called Burgaveny house, and be- 
ItauEeth to Henry, late Lord of Bureaveny. 

Betwixt the south end of Ave Mary lane, and 
the north end of Creed lane, is the coming out of 
Panle's church yard on the east, and the high 
street on the west, towards Ludgate, and this is 
called Bowyer row, of bowyers dwelling there in 
old time, now worn out by mercers and others. 
In this street} on the north side, is the parish 
church of St. Martin, a proper church, and lately 
new built ; for in the year 14379 ^ol^i^ Michael, 
mayor, and the commonalty, granted to William 
Downe, panon of St. Martin's at Ludgate, a parcel 
of ground, containing in length twenty-eight feet, 
and in bzvadth fonr feet, to set and build their 
steeple upon, &c. The monuments here have 
been of William Sevenoake, m^or 1418 ; Henry 
Belwase and John Gest, 1458 ; William Tavemer, 
gentleman, 1486 ; John Barton, esquire, 1439 ; 
Stephen Peaeoek, mayor 1533 ; Sir Roger Cholmley, 
Jdm Went, and Roger Paine, had chantries there. 

On the south side of this street is the turning into 
the BladL Friers, which order sometime had their 
houses in Old borne, where they remained for the 
spaee of fifty-five years, and then in the year 1276, 
Gregorie Roksley, mayor, and the barons of this city, 
granted and gave to Robert Kilwarby, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, two lanes or ways next the street of 
Baynard's castle, and also the tower of Mount- 
fitchit, to be destroyed ; in place of which the said 
Robert built the late new church of the Black 
Friers, and placed them therein. King Edward I., 
and Elianor his wife, were great benefactors there- 
unto. This was a large church, and richly fur- 
nished with ornaments, wherein divers parliaments, 
and other great meetings, hath been holden ; 
namely, in the year 1450, the 28th of Henry VI., 
a parUammt was begun at Westminster, and ad- 
joomed to the Black Friers in London, and from 
thenee to Leyeester. In the year 1522, the Empe- 
ror Charles V. was lodged there. In the year 
1624, the 15th of April, a pariiament was begun at 
the Black Friers, wherein was demanded a subsidy 
of eight hundred thousand pounds to be raised of 
goods and lands, four shillings in every pound, and 
in the end was granted two shillings of the pound 
of goods or lands that were worth twenty pounds, 
or might dispend twenty pounds by the vear, and 
to upward, to be paid in two years. This parlia- 
ment was adjourned to Westminster amongst the 
black monks, and ended in the kine's palace there, 
the 14th of August, at nine of we clock in the 
nighty and was therefore called the Black parlia- 
ment. In the year 1529, Cardinal Campeius, the 
legate, with Cardinal Woolsey, sat at the said 
BUck Friarsy where before them, as legates and 



judges, was brought in question the king's mar- 
riage with Queen Katherine, as unlawful, before 
whom the king and queen were cited and sum- 
moned to appear, &c. whereof more at large in my 
Annals I have touched. 

The same year, in the month of October, began 
a parliament in the Black Friers, in the which 
Cardinal Woolsey was condemned in the premu- 
nire ; this house, valued at 1042. ]5t. 5i., was sur- 
rendered the 12Ui of November, the 30th of Henry 
VIII. There were buried in this church, Marga- 
ret Queen of Scots; Hubert de Burgh, Earl of 
Kent, translated from their old church by Old- 
borne ; Robert de Attabeto, Earl of Beiiimon ; 
Dame Isabel, wife to Sir Roger Bygot, earl mar- 
shal ; William and Jane Huse, chUdreai to Dame 
Ellis, Countess of Amndell ; and by them lieth 
Dame Ellis, daughter to the Earl Warren, and 
after Countess of Arundell ; Dame Ide, wife to Sir 

Waltar , daughter to Ferrers of Chartley ; 

Richard de Brewes ; Richard Strange, son to 
Roger Strange ; Elizabeth, daughter to Sir Bar- 
thol. fiadlesmere, wife to Sir William Bohun, Earl 
of Northampton ; Marsh ; the Earls of ManJi and 
Hereford ; and Elizabeth Countess of Arundell ; 
Dame Joan, daughter to Sir John Came, first wife 
to Sir Gwide Brian ; Hugh Claie, knight, 1295 ; 
the heart of Queen Helianor, the foundress * ; the 
heart of Alfonce, her son ; the hearts of John and 
Margaret, children to W. Valence ; Sir William 
Thorpe, justice ; the Lord Lioth of Ireland ; 
Maude, wife to Geffrey Say, daughter to the Eari 
of Warwick ; Dame Sible, daughter to Wil. Patto- 
hulle, wife to Roger Beauchampe ; and by her Sir 
Richard or Roger Beauchampe ; Lord St. Amand, 
and Dame Eluabeth his wife, daughter to the 
Duke of Lancaster ; Sir Stephen Collington, knight ; 
Sir William Peter, knight ; the Countess of Hun- 
tington ; Duchess of Exceater, 1425 ; Sir John 
ComwaU ; Lord Fanhope, died at Amphill in Bed- 
fordshire, and was buried here in 1443 ; Sir John 
Triptoste, Eari of Worcester, beheaded 1470 ; and 
by him in his chapel, James Tuochet Lord Aud- 
ley, beheaded 1497 ; William Paston, and Anne, 
daughter to Edmond Lancaster; the Lord Bea- 
mount ; Sir Edmond Comewall, Baron of Burford ; 
the Lady Novell, wedded to Lord Dowglas, daugh- 
ter to the Duke of Excester; Richard Scrope, 
esquire ; Dame Katheren Vaux, a^ia« Cobham ; Sir 
Thomas Browne, and Dame Elizabeth his wife ; 
Jane Powell ; Thomas Swinforth ; John Mawsley, 
esquire, 1432 ; John De la Bere, Nicholas Eare, 
Geffrey Spring, William Clifford, esquires ; Sir 
Thomas Brandon, knight of the Garter, 1509 ; 
William Stalworth, merchant-tailor, 1518 ; Wil- 

* This inractlce of directing the heart to be buried in some 
Avourite spot doubtless had its origin in the idea, more 
closely allied to poetry than physiology, of the heart being 
the seat of the affections. Thus the heart and brains of Henry 
I. were buried in Normandy, and his body in England. 8m 
his epitaph in Camden's JKnnaifw eonetnUi^Britaiiuip 314, 
ed. 1629) ; of which work a new edition is now preparing for 
the press by the editor of the present volume. 

This note ftimishes an opportunity of adding to the ob- 
servations relative to the heart of Richard Cceur de Lion, in 
p. 50, that a most interesting paper, by Albert Way, Esq., 
P.8.A., on the subject of the efflgy of that king in Rouen 
cathedral, and of the discovery in 1838 of "hUkmri withered 
to th« temblanee of a faded leaf^** will be found in the xxixth 
vol. of the ilrdUeoloyto, p. 202. 
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liam Courtnev, Earl of Devonshire nominate, but 
not created, the 3rd of Henry VIII., &c. 

There is a parish of St Anne within the precinct 
of the Black Friers, which was polled down with 
the Friers' church, by Sir Thomas Garden ; but in 
the reign of Queen Mary, he beine forced to find a 
church to the inhabitants, allowed them a lodging 
chamber above a stair, which since that time, to 
wit, in the vear 1597, fell down, and was again by 
collection therefore made, new built and enlarged 
in the same year, and was dedicated on the 1 1th of 
December. 

Now to turn again out of the Black Friers through 
Bowyer row, Ave Mary lane, and Pater Noster 
row, to the church of St Michael ad Bladumy or at 
the come, (corruptly at the queme,) so called, 
because in place thereof was sometime a com 
market, stretching by west to the shambles. It 
seemeth that the church was new built * about the 
reign of Edward III. Thomas Newton, first parson 
there, was buried in the choir the year 1461. At 
the east end of this church stood a cross, called the 
old cross in West Cheape, which was taken down 
in the year 1390 ; since the which time the said 
parish church was also taken down, but new built 
and enlarged in the year 1430, the 8th of Henry 
VI. William Eastfield, mayor, and the common- 
alty, granted of the common soil of the city three 
feet and a half in breadth on the north T^art, and 
four feet in breadth toward the east This is now 
a proper church, and hath the monuments of 
Thomas Newton, first parson ; Roger Woodcocke, 
hatter, 1476 ; Thomas Hossel, brewer, 1473; John 
Hulton, stationer, 1476 ; John Oxney ; Roger 
North, merchant- haberdasher, 1609 ; John Lei- 
land, Uie famous antiquary ; Henry Prancll, vint- 
ner, one of the sheriffs 1686 ; William Erkin, one 
of the sheriffs 1686; Thomas Bankes, barber- 
chirurgeon, 1698, &e. John Mundham had a 
chantry there in the reign of Edward II. 

At the east end of this church, in place of the 
old cross, is now a water-conduit placed. W. East- 
field, mayor the 9th of Henry VI., at the request 
of divers common councils, granted it so to be ; 
whereupon, in the 19th of the same Henry, one 
thousand marks were granted by a common council 
towards the works of thb conduit, and the repara- 
tions of other : this \b called the little conduit in 
West Cheape by Paule's gate. At the west end of 
this parish church is a small passage for people on 
foot through the same church ; and west from the 
said chiurch, some distance, is another passage out 
of Pater Noster row, and is called, of such a sign, 
Panyar alley, which cometh out into the north over 
against St Martin's lane. Next is Ivie lane, so 
called of ivy growing on the walls of the prebend f 
houses ; bMt now the lane is replenished on both 
■ides with fisiir houses, and divers offices be there 
kept by registers, namely, for the Prerogative 
Court of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the probate 
of wills, and for the loi^ treasurer's remembrance 
of the exchequer, &c. 

This lane runneth north to the west end of St. 
Nicholas shambles. Of old time was one great 

• **Waa first huilded about the reigne of Edward III. 
Thomas Newton, the first parson there, was buried in the 
quire, the year 1361, which was the Mth of Edward the 
Thirde."— U< edUiou, p. 277. 

t '• Prebend almes houses."— /Wd. 



house sometimes belonging to the Earls of Britain, 
since that to the Lovels, and was called Lovels' 
inn ; for Mathild, wife to John Lovell, held it in 
the 1st of Henry VI. Then is Eldenese lane, 
which Btretcheth north to the high street of New- 
gate market ; the same is now called Warwicke 
lane, of an ancient house there built by an Earl of 
Warwicke, and was since called Warwicke inn. It 
is in record called a messuage in Eldenese lane, in 
the parish of St. Sepulchre, the 28th of Henry the 
VI. Cicille Duchess of Warwicke poasessed it. 
Now again from the conduit by PaiUe*s gate on 
the north side is a large street running west to 
Newgate, the first part whereof, from the conduit 
to the shambles, is of selling bUidders there, called 
Bladder street. Then behUid the botchers' shops 
be now divers slaughter houses inward, and tip- 
pling houses outward. This is called Mountgodard 
street of the tippling houses there, and the god- 
dards * mounting from the tap to the table, from 
the table to the mouth, and sometimes over the head. 
This street goeth up to the north end of Ivie lane. 

Before this Mountgodard street stall boards 
were of old time set up by the butchers to show 
and sell their flesh meat upon, over the which 
stallboards they first built sheds to keep off the 
weather ; but since that, encroaching by uttle and 
little, they have made their stallboards and sheds 
fair houses, meet for the principal shambles. Next 
is Newgate market, first of com and meal, and 
then of other victuals, which stretcheth almost to 
Eldenese lane. A fair, new, and strong Irame of 
timber, covered with lead, was therefore set up at 
the charges of the city, near to the west corner of 
St NichoUs' shambles, for the meal to be weighed, 
in the Ist of Edward VI., Sir John Gresham being 
then mayor. On this side the north comer of 
Eldenese lane stood sometime a proper parish 
church of St Ewine, as is before said, given by 
Henry VIII., towards the erecting of Christ's 
church ; it was taken down, and in place thereof a 
fair strong frame of timber erected, wherein dwell 
men of £vers trades. And from this frame to 
Newgate is all of this ward, and so an end thereof. 

It nath an alderman, his deputy, common coun- 
cil twelve, constables seventeen, scavengers eigh- 
teen, wardmote inquest eighteen, and a beadle. 
And is taxed to the fifteen fifty pounds f . 

BREAD STREET WARIX 

Bred street ward beginneth in the high street of 
West Cheape, to wit, on the south side from the 
standard to the great cross. Then is also a part of 
Watheling street of this ward, to ¥rit, frx)m over 
against the Lion on the north side up almost to 
Panic's gate, for it lacketh but one house of St 
Augustine's church. And on the south side, from 
the Red Lion gate to the Old Elxchange, and down 
the same exchange on the east side by the weat 
end of Mayden lane, or Distar lane, to Kni|^t- 

* Goddards are drinking cups, as appears from the fhUow- 
ing passage in the first edition of this work, p. 278 : — 

" This is called Mountgodard streete, Iqr all likelihood of 
the tipling houses there, and the Goddards^ or poit, mount- 
ing fh>m the tap to the table, fh>m the talde to the mouth, 
and sometimes over the head." 

t " In London at fifty -four pounds, and in the Exchequer 
at fifty-three pounds six shillings and eight pence.** — l«l snU* 
tioHt p. S45. 
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riders street, or, as thev call that part thereof, Old 
Fish street. And all the north side of the s&id Old 
Fish street to the south end of Bread street, and hy 
thftt still in Knightriders street till over against 
the Trinity church and Trinity lane. Then is 
Bremd street itself, so called of bread in old time 
there sold ; for it appeareth by records, tliat in 
the year 13iD2, which was the 30th of Edward I., 
tlie bakers of London were bound to sell no bread 
in their shops or houses, but in the market, and 
thai they should have four hallmotes in the year, at 
four several terms, to determine of enormities 
bdonging to the said company. 

This street giving the name to tlie whole ward, 
beginneth in West Cheap, almost by the Standard, 
and runneth down south through or thwart Wathe- 
ling street to Knightriders street aforesaid, where 
it endeth. This Bread street is wholly on both 
sides of this ward. Out of the which street, on the 
east side, is Basing lane, a piece whereof, to wit, 
to and over against the back gate of the Red Lion 
in Watheling street, is of this Bread street ward. 

Then is Fryday street beginning also in West 
CSieap, And runneth down south through Wathe- 
ling street to Knightriders street, or Old Fish street. 
This Friday street is of Bread street ward on the 
east ride from over against the north-east comer 
of Si. Matthew's church, and on the west side 
from the south corner of the said church, down as 
aforesaid. 

In this Fryday street, on the west side thereof, 
is a lane, commonly called Mayden lane, or Distaffe 
hoe, corruptly for Distar lane, which runneth west 
into the Old Exchange ; and in this lane is also one 
other lane, on the south side thereof, likewise called 
Distar kne, which runneth down to Knight riders 
itreei, or Old Fish street ; and so be the bounds of 
this whole ward. 

Mommients to be noted here, first at Bread 
street comer, the north-east end, 1595, of Thomas 
Tomlinsoii, causing in the high street of Cheape a 
vault to be digg^ and made, there was found, at 
fifteen feet deep, a fair pavement like unto Uiat 
above grovmd, and at the further end at the chan- 
nel was found a tree sawed into five steps, which 
was to step over some brook running out of the 
west towards Walbrooke ; and upon the edge of 
the said brook, as it seemeth, there were round 
lying along the bodies of two great trees, the 
ends whereof were then sawed off, and firm timber 
as ai the first when they fell, part of the said trees 
remain yet in the ground undigged. It was all 
forced ground until they went past the trees afore- 
said, which was about seventeen feet deep or bet- 
ter ; thus much hath the ground of this city in 
thai place been raised from the main. 

Next to be noted, the most beautiful frame of 
Cur houses and shops that be within the walls of 
LondoD, or elsewhere in England, commonly called 
Goldsmith's row, betwixt Bread street end and the 
cross in Cheape, but is within this Bread stieet 
ward ; the same was built by Thomas Wood, gold- 
smith, one of the sheriffs of London, in the year 
1491. It oontaineth in number ten fair dwelling- 
houses and fourteen shops, all in one frame, uni- 
formly built four stories high , beautified towards 
the street with the Goldsmiths' arms and the like- 
ness of woodmen, in memory of his name, riding on 
mamsiroas beasts, all which is cast in lead, richly 



painted over and gilt : these he gave to the Gold- 
smiths, with stocks of money, to be lent to young 
men having those shops, &c. This said front was 
again new painted and gilt over in the year 1594 ; 
Sir Richard Martin being then mayor, and keeping 
his mayoralty in one of them, serving out the time 
of Cutbert Buckle in that office from the 2nd of 
July till the 28th of October. 

Then for Watheling street, which Leyland called 
Atheling or Noble street ; but since he showeth no 
reason why, I rather take it to be so named of the 
great highway of the same calling. True it is, that 
at this present the inhabitants thereof are wealthy 
drapers, retailers of woollen cloths, both broad and 
narrow, of all sorts, more than in any one street of 
this city. 

Of the Old Exchange, I have noted in Faringdon 
ward ; wherefore 1 pass down to Knight riders 
street, whereof I have also spoken in Cordwainers 
street ward ; but in this part of the said Knight 
riders street is a fish market kept, and therefore 
called Old Fish street for a difference from New 
Fish street. 

In Uiis Old Fish street is one row of small 
houses, placed along in the midst of Knightriders 
street, which row is also of Bread street ward : 
these houses, now possessed by fishmongers, were 
at the first but moveable boards (or stalls), set out 
on market-days, to show their fish there to be 
sold ; but procuring license to set up sheds, they 
grew to shops, and by little and little to tall houses, 
of three or four stories in height, and now are 
called Fish street Walter Turke, fishmonger, 
mayor 1349, had two shops in Old Fish street, over 
against St Nicholas diurch ; the one rented five 
shillings the year, the other four shillings. 

Br^d street, so called of bread sold there (as I 
said), is now wholly inhabited by rich merchants ; 
and divers fair inns be there, for good receipt of 
carriers and other travellers to the city. 

On the east side of this street, at the comer of 
Watheling street, is the proper church of Alhal- 
lowes in Bread street, wherein are the monuments 
— of James Thame, goldsmith ; John Walpole, 
goldsmith, 1349 ; Thomas Beamount, alderman, 
one of the sheriffs 1442 ; Robert Basset, Salter, 
mayor 1476 ; Sir Richard Chaury, Salter, mayor 
1509 ; Sir Thomas Pargitar, salter, mayor 1530 ; 
Henry Sucley, merchant-tailor, one of the sheriffs 
1541 ; Richard Reade, alderman, that served and 
was taken prisoner in Scotland, 1542 ; Ro- 
bert House, one of the sheriffs 1589 ; William 
Albany, Richard May, and Roger Abde, merchant- 
tailors. 

In the 23rd of Henry VIII., the 17th of August 
two priests of this church fell at variance, that the 
one drew blood of the other ; wherefore the same 
church was suspended, and no service sung or said 
therein for the space of one month after : the 
priests were committed to prison, and the 15th of 
October, being enjoined penance, went before a 
general procession, bare-headed, bare-footed, and 
bare-legged, before the children, with beads and 
books in their hands, from Panics, through Cheape, 
Comehill, &c. 

More to be noted of this church, which had 
sometime a fair spired steeple of stone. In the 
year 1559, the 5th of September, about mid-dav, 
fell a great tempest of lightning, with a terrible 
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clap of thunder, which stnick the said Rpire about 
nine or ten feet beneath the top ; out of the which 
pUce fell a atone that slew a dog, and overthrew a 
man that was playing with the dog. The same 
spire being but little damnified thereby, was shortly 
after taken down, for sparing the charges of repa- 
ration. 

On the same side is Salters' hall, with six alms 
houses in number, built for poor decayed brethren 
of that company. This hall was burnt in the year 
1639, and again re-edified. 

Lower down on the same side is the parish church 
of St Mildred the Virgin. The monuments in this 
church be— of the Lord Trcnchaunt of SL Alban's, 
knight, who was supposed to be either the new 
builder of this church, or best benefactor to the 
works thereof, about the year 1300 ; and Oddc Cor- 
nish, gentleman, 1312 ; William Palmer, blader, a 
great benefactor also, 1350 ; John Shad worth, 
mayor 1401, who gave the parstmage-house, a ro- 
vestry, and churchyard to that parish, in the year 
1428 ; notwithstanding, his monument is pulled 
i down ; Stephen Bugge, gentleman ; his arms be 
three water-bugs *, 1419 ; Henry Bugge founded a 
chimtry there 1419 ; Roger Forde, vintner, 1440 ; 
Thomas Barnwell, fishmonger, one of the sheriffs 
1434 ; Sir John Hawlen, clerk, parson of that 
church, who built the parsonage-house newly after 
the same had been burnt to the ground, together 
with the parson and his man also, burnt in that 
fire, 1436 ; John Pamell, 1610 ; William Hurst- 
waight, pewterer to the king, 1620 ; Christopher 
Turner, chirurgeon to King Henry VIII., 1630 ; 
Ralph Simonds, fishmonger, one of the sheriffs in 
the year 1627 ; Thomas Langham gave to the poor 
of that parish four tenements 1676 ; Thomas Hall, 
Salter, 1682 ; Thomas Collins, Salter, alderman ; 
Sir Ambrose Nicholas, Salter, mayor 1676, was 
buried in Sir John Shadworth's vault. 

Out of this Bread street, on the same ride, is 
Basing lane ; a part whereof (as is afore showed) 
is of thb ward, but how it took the name of Basing 
I have not read : in the 20th year of Richard II. 
the same was called the bakehouse, whether meant 
for the king's bakehouse, or of bakers dwelling 
there, and baking broad to serve the market in 
Bread street, where the bread was sold, I know 
not ; but sure I am, I have not read of Basing, or 
of Cferrarde the giant, to have any thing there to 
do. 

On the south side of this lane is one great house, 
of old time built upon arched vaults, and with 
arched gates of stone, brought from Caen in Nor- 
mandy. The same is now a common hostrey for 
receipt of travellers, commonly and corruptly called 
Oerrardes hall, of a giant said to have dwelt there. 
In the high-roofed Imll of this house sometime 
stood a large fir pole, which reached to the roof 
thereof, and was said to bo one of the staves f that 
Gerrarde the giant used in the wars to run withal. 
There stood ako a ladder of the same length, which 
(as they say) served to ascend to the top of the 
staff. Of later years this hall is altered in building, 
and divers rooms are made in it. Notwithstanding, 
the pole is removed to one comer of the hall, and 

* Water Bougets— heraldic repretmtations of the leathern 
bottles in which water was anciently carried. 

t " A pole of forty foote long, and fifteen inches about, 
febuled to be the lasting stafTe of Gerrard a giant."— 5<o». 



the ladder hanged broken upon a wall in the ynrd. 
The hostelar of that house said to me, ** the pole 
Ucketh half a foot of forty in length :" I mmsured 
the compass thereof, and found it fifteen inches. 
Reason of the pole could the master of the hostrey 
give me none, but bade me read the ^preat Chro- 
nicles, for there he heard of it : which answer 
seemed to me insufficient, for he meant the de- 
scription of Britaine, for the most part drawn out 
of John Leyland his commentaries (borrowed of 
myself),and placed before Reyne Wolfe's Chronicle*, 
as the labours of another (who was forced to con- 
fess he never travelled further than from London < 
to the university of Oxford) : he writing a chapter i 
of giants or monstrous men, hath set down more 
matter than truth, as partly against my will I am 
enforced here to touch. R. G., in his brief collec- 
tion of histories (as he termcth it) hath these 
words : " I, the writer hereof, did see, the 10th day 
of March, in the yeare of our Lord 1664, and had 
the same in my hand, the tooth of a man, which 
weighed ten ounces of troy weight ; and the skull 
of the same man is extant, and to be seenc, which 
will hold five pecks of wheat ; and the shin>boae 
of the same man is six foote in length, and of a 
marvellous greatnes." Thus far of R. G.f The 
error thereof is thim : He affirmeth a stone to be 
the tooth of a man, which stone (so proved) having 
no shape of a tooth, had neither skull or shin-bone. 
Notwithstanding, it is added in the said description, 
that by conjectural symetry of those parts the body 
to be twenty-eight feet long, or more. From this 
he goeth to another like matter, of a man with a 
mouth sixteen feet wide, and so to Gerrard the 
giant and his staff. But to leave these fables, and 
return where I left, I will note what myself hath 
observed concerning that house. 

I read that John Gi"ors, mayor of London in the 
year 1246, was owner thereof, and that Sir John 
Gisors, knight, mayor of London, and constable of 
the Tower 1311, and divers others of that name 
and &mily, since that time owned it William 
Gisors was one of the sheriffs 1329. More, John 

* " Which aunswere seemed to me insufBcient, for hee 
meant the description of Brittaine, before Retnwolfe's Chro- 
nicle, wherein the author writing a chapter of Gyaunts. and 
having been deceived by some aathours, too much crediting 
their smoothe speeche, hath set down moT« matter than 
troth, as partly (and also against my will) I am enforced to 
touch."— 1<< edition, p. 283. 

The alterations which this passage has undergone in the 
second edition are somewhat curious, and call for a few re- 
marks. The allusion to Leland's Commentarica, borrowtd of 
my»elf, unquestionably refers to the copy of that work, which 
Stow sold to Camden for an annuity of eight pounds a year 
—Reyne Wolfe's Chronicle is that of Holinshed (se« ante, 
p. 110); and the work compiled tram Leland. placed before 
the Chronicle as the " labour t of anoiher," is the very curious 
DueHplion of the Itland of Britaim, with a briff Rtkimnal 
of the nature and qualitiet of the peopU of England, and ntek 
Commodiiie* a$ are to be found in the aame, written by Wil- 
liam Harrison, and printed in Holinshed. 

The whole passage, and the allusion to Richard Graf^oo, 
his rival as a chronicler, whom Nicholson {Bnglish Hietorieml 
Library, p 71, cd. 1714) describes as a "very heedless and 
unskilful writer," would fiimish materials for another chap- 
ter in the " Quarrels of Authors." 

t " R. G. saw a stone, and said the same to bee a tooth, 
but being by my selfe proued a stone, there fayled both scull 
and shank-bone, and followed a cluster of lies together, yet 
since increased by other." — Stow. 
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Giflors had iasue, Henry and John ; which John 
had iasue, Thomas ; which Thomas deceasing in 
the year 1350, left unto his son Thomas his mes- 
snaee called Gisor's hall, in the parish of St. Mil- 
dred in Bread street : John Gisors made a feoff- 
ment thereof, 1386, &c. So it appeareth that this 
Gisor's hall, of late time by corruption hath been 
called Gerrard's hall * for Gisor's hall ; as Bosom's 
inn for Blossom's inn, Bevis marks for Buries 
marks, Marke lane for Martc lane, Belliter lane 
for Belaetter's lane. Gutter lane for Guthuruns 
lane. Cry church for Christ's church, St. Mihel in 
the quom for St Mihel at come, and sundry such 
others. Out of this Gisor's hall, at the first build- 
ing thereof, were made divers arched doors, yet to 
be seen, which seem not sufficient for any great 
monster, or other than man of common stature to 
pass through, the pole in the hall might be used of 
old time (as then Uie custom was in every parish), 
to be set np in the stunmer as May-pole, before the 
principal house in the parish or street, and to stand 
in the hall before the screen, decked with holme 
and ivy, all the feast of Christmas f. The ladder 
served for the decking of the may-pole and roof of 
the hail. Thus much for Gisor's hall, and for that 
side of Bread street, may suffice. 

Now on the west side of Bread street, amongst 
divers fair and large houses for merchants, and Uar 
inns far passenfers, had ye one prison-house per- 
taining to the sheriffii of London, called the compter 
in Broid street ; but in the year 1555 the prisoners 
were removed from thence to one other new compter 
in Wood street, provided by the city's purchase, 
and built for that purpose ; the cause of which re- 
move was this : Richard Husband, pastelar, keeper 
of this compter in Bread street, being a wilful and 
headstrong man, dealt, for his own advantage, hard 
with the prisoners under his charge, having also 
servants such as himself liked best for their bad 
usage, and would not for any complaint be re- 
formed ; whereupon, in the year 1550, Sir Rowland 
Hill being mayor, by the assent of a court of alder- 
men, be was sent to the gaol of Newgate, for the 
cruel handling of his prisoners ; and it was com- 
manded to the keeper to set those irons on his legs 
which are called the widow's alms. These he ware 
from Thursday to Sunday in the afternoon, and 
being by a court of aldermen released on the Tues- 
day, was bound in a hundred marks to observe 
from thenceforth an act made by the common coun- 
cil, for the ordering of prisoners in the compters ; 
all which notwithstanding, he continued as afore, 
whereof myself am partly a witness ; for being of a 
jury to inquire against a sessions of gaol delivery Xt 
in the year 1552, we found the prisoners hardly 
dealt withal, for their achates and otherwise ; as 
also that thieves and strumpets were there lodged 
for four-pence the night, whereby they might be 
safe firom searches that were made abrcMeid ; for the 
which enormities, and other not needful to be re- 
cited, he was indighted at that session, but did rub 
it oat, and could not be reformed till tliis remove 

* *' Gerrard's hall overthrowne with Gerrard the giant, and 
his great spear."— 5<oip. 

t " Every man's bouse of old time was decked with holly 
and ivy in the winter, especially at Christmas." — Stow. 

t " Quest of inquiry indight the keepers of the gayles for 
dealing hardly with tlieir prisoners. They indighted the 
bowling alleys, bc^—Slow. 



of prisoners, for the house in Bread street was his 
own by lease, or otherwise, so that he could not be 
put from it. Note, that gaolers buying their offices 
will deal hardly with pitiful prisoners. 

Now in Friday street, so called of fishmongers 
dwelling there, and serving Friday's market, on 
the cast side, is a small parish church, commonly 
called St. John Evangelist : the monuments there- 
in be of John Dogget, merchant tailor, one of 
the sheriffs in the year 1509 ; Sir Christopher 
Askew, draper, mayor 1533 ; William de Avinger, 
farrier, was buried there in the 34th of Edward III. 
Then lower down, is one other parish church of St. 
Margaret Moyses, so called (as seemeth) of one 
Moyses, that was founder or new builder thereof. 
The monuments there be of Sir Richard Dobbes, 
skinner, mayor 1551 ; William Dane, ironmonger, 
one of the sheriffs 1509 ; Sir John Allet, fish- 
monger, nuiyor 1591. There was of older time 
buried, Nicholas Stanes, and Nicholas Braye ; they 
founded chantries there. 

On the west side of this Friday street, is Mayden 
lane, so named of such a sign, or Distaffe lane, for 
Distar lane, as I read in the record of a brewhouse 
called the Lamb, in Distar lane, the 16th of Henry 
VI. In this Distar lane, on the north side thereof, 
is the Cordwainers, or Shoemakers' hall, which 
company were made a brotherhood or fraternity, 
in the 1 1th of Henry lY. Of these cordwainers I 
read, that since the fifth of Richard II. (when he 
took to wife Anne, daughter to Vesalaus, King 
of Boheme\ by her example, the English people had 
used piked shoes, tied to their knees with silken 
laces, or chains of silver or gilt, wherefore in the 
4th of Edward lY. it was ordfuned and proclaimed, 
that beaks of shoone and boots, should not pass the 
length of two inches, upon pain of cursing by the 
clergy, and by parliament to pay twenty shillings 
for every pair. And every cordwainer that shod 
an^ man or woman on the Sunday, to pay thirty 
shillinn. 

On Uie south side of this Distar lane, is also one 
other lane, called Distar lane, which runneth down 
to Knightriders' street, or Old Fish street, and this 
is the end of Bread street ward ; which hath an 
idderman, his deputy, common council ten, consta- 
bles ten, scavengers eight, wardmote inquest thir- 
teen, and a beadle. It standeth taxed to the fif- 
teen in London, at 37^., and in the Exchequer at 
36^. I8f. 2d ; 

QUEENE HITHE WARD. 

Next unto Bread street ward, on the south side 
thereof, is Queene Hithe ward, so called of a water 
gate, or harbour for boats, lighters, and barges ; 
and was of old time for ships, at what time the 
timber bridge of London was drawn up, for the 
passage of them to the said hithe, as to a principal 
strand for landing and unhiding against the midst 
and heart of the city. 

This ward beginneth in the east, in Knightriders' 
street, on the south side thereof, at the east end of 
the parish church called the Holy Trinity, and 
runneth west on tlie south side to a lane ctdled 
Lambert hill, which is the length of the ward in 
Knightriders' street, out of the which street are 

" In the Exchequer thirty-alx pounds, ten shlUings."— Isl 
edition^ p. 285. 
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dirers lanes, numing south to Thames street, and 
are of this ward : the first is Trinity lane, which 
runneth down by the west end of Trinity church ; 
then is Spuren lane, or Spooner's lane, now called 
Huggen lane ; then Bread street hill ; then St. 
Mary Mounihannt, out of the which luie, on the 
east side thereof is one other lane, turning east, 
through St. Nicholas Olave's churchyard to Bread 
street hill. This lane is called Finimore lane, or 
Fivefoot lane, because it is but five feet in breadth 
at the west end ; in the midst of this lane runneth 
down one other lane broader, south to Thames street, 
I think the same to be called Desboume lane, for I 
read of such a lane to have been in the parish of 
Mary Summerset, in the 22nd year of Edward III., 
where there is said to lie between the tenement of 
Edward de Montacute, knight, on the east part, 
and the tenement some time pertaining to William 
Gladwine on the west, one plot of ground, contain- 
ing in length towards Thames street, twenty-five 
feet, &c. 

Last of all, have you Lambart-hill lane, so called 
of one Lambart, owner thereof; and this is the 
furthest west part of this ward. 

On the north side coming down from Knight- 
riders' street, the east side of Lambart hill, is 
wholly of this ward ; and the west side, from the 
north end of the Blackesmiths' hall (which is 
about the midst of this lane) unto Thames street ; 
then part of Thames street is also of this ward, to 
wit, from a cook's house called the sign of King 
David, three houses west firom the Old Swan brew- 
house in the east, unto Huntington house, over 
against St. Peter's church in the west, near unto 
Paul's wharf ; and on the land side, from a cook's 
house called the Blue Boar, to the west end of St. 
Peter's church, and up St. Peter's hill, two houses 
north above the said church. And these be the 
bounds of this ward, in which are parish churches 
seven, halls of companies two, and other ornaments 
as shall be shewed. 

First in Knightriders' street, is the small parish 
church of the Holy Trinity, very old, and in dan- 
ger of down falling: collections have been made 
tor repairing thereof, but they will not stretch so 
fSar, and, therefore, it leaneth upon props or stilts. 
Monuments as foUoweth. 

John Brian, alderman in the reign of Henry V., 
a great benefactor ; John Chamber had a chantry 
there ; Thomas Rishby, esquire, and Alice his wife, 
within the chancel ; John Miifin, auditor of the 
exchequer 1471 ; Sir Richard Fowler, of Ricks in 
Oxfordshire, 1528 ; George Cope, second son to Sir 
John Cope of Oopasashby in Northamptonshire, 
1572. 

Towards the west end <>f Knightriders' street is 
the parish church of St. Nicolas Cold Abbey, a 
proper church, somewhat ancient, as appeareth by 
the ways raised thereabout, so that men are forced 
to descend into the body of the church : it hath 
been called of many Golden Abbey, of some, Grold 
Abbey, or Cold Bey, and so hath Uie most ancient 
writings *, as standmg in a cold place, as Cold har- 
bour, and such like. The steeple or taU tower of 
this church, with the south aisle, have been of a 
later building : to wit, the 1st of Richard II., when 

• " But I could never learae the cauae why it should be 

ao called, and therefore I wUl let it paase." \$t ttUHon, 

p. S87. 



it was meant the whole old church should have 
been new built, as appeareth by the arching begun 
on the east side the steeple, under the which, in 
the stone work, the arms of one Buckland, esquire, 
and his wife, daughter to Beanpere, are cut in 
stone, and also are in the glass windows, whereby 
it appeareth he was the builder of the steeple, and 
repairer of the residue. The 26th of Edwurd III., 
An. Aubrey being nuiyor *, T. Frere, fishmonger, 
gave one piece of ground to the said parish church 
of St Nicholas, containing eighty- six feet in length, 
and forty-three feet at one end, and thirty-four at 
the other, in breadth, for a cemetery or church- 
yard. The 20th of Richard II., Thomas Barnard 
CasUe, clerke, John Sonderash, elerke, and John 
Nouncy, gave to the parson and churchwardens of 
the said church and Uieir successors, one messuage 
and one shop, with the appurtenances, in Distaffe 
lane and Old Fish street, for the reparation of the 
body of the said church, the belfry or steeple, and 
ornaments. 

Buried in this church, John Calfe, and William 
Cogeshall, 1426 ; Waltar Turke, fishmonger, mavor 
1349 ; Richarde Esastone, fishmonger, 13^ ; Ni- 
cholas Wolberge, fishmonger, 1407 ; lliomaa Pad- 
ington, fishmonger, 1485 ; RobOTt Hary, fish- 
monger, John Suring, 1490 ; Roger Darlhieton, 
fishmonger, 1557 ; Richard Lacty, parson, under a 
fair tomb on the north side the choir, 1491 ; Richard 
Bradbrudge, 1497 ; WUliam Clarke, 1501 ; James 
Pieman, 1507 ; Richard Fameford, 1525 ; Thomas 
Nicholas, fishmonger, 1527 » William Bsfde, fish- 
monger, 1528. 

On the north side of tliis church, in the wall 
thereof, was of late built a conveni^it cistern of 
stone and lead, for receipt of Thames water, con- 
veyed in pipes of lead to that place, for the ease 
and commodity of the fishmongers and other inha- 
bitants in and about Old Fiiui street. Barnard 
Randolph, common seijeant of the city of London, 
did in his lifetime deliver to the company of Fish- 
mongers the sum of nine hundred pounds, to be em- 
ployed towards the conducting of the said Thames 
water, and cistemine the same, &c. ; in Uie pa- 
rishes of St. Mary Magdalen, and St. Nicholas 
Colde Abbey, near unto Fish street, seven hundred 
pounds ; and other two hundred pounds to chari- 
table deeds : he deceased 1583, and shortly after 
this conduit with the other was made and finished. 

In Trinity lane, on the west side thereof, is the 
Painterstainers' hall, for so of old time were they 
called, but now that workmanship of staining is 
departed out of use in England. Lower down in 
Trinity lane, on the east side thereof, was some- 
time a great messuage pertaining unto John, earl 
of Cornwall, in the 14th of Edward III. On Bi«ad- 
street hill, down to the Thames on both sides, be 
divers fair houses, inhabited by fishmongers, cheese- 

* " There bee monnmentea in thia churdi of Andrew Aw- 
bery, grocer, mayor, and Thomaa Fiyar, fiahmonfer, in the 
yeare 1S5I, who gave to thia church and parish one plot of 
ground, containing fiftiesix foote in length, and fortie-thiee 
foote in breadth at both endes, to be a buriall place fbr the 
dead of the said parish, the twenty-aixt of Edward the third. 
Also Thomas Madefry, clarke, and John Pylot, gave to the 
wardens of that pariah one shop and a hoase in Diatar lane, 
for the continual repairing of the body of that choreh, the 
belles and omamenta, the twentieth of Richard II.* — Isf trfi- 
Mow, p. 287. 
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mongen, and merchants of divers trades. On the 
weal aide whereof k the parish church of St. 
Nicholas Olire, a convenient church, having the 
monuments of W. Newport, fishmonger, one of the 
aheriffs 1375 ; Richard Willowes, parson, 1391 ; 
Richard Stnrges, fishmonger, 1470; Thomas Lewen, 
iromnooger^ one of the sheriffs ]537> who gave his 
measoage, with the appurtenances, wherein he 
dweh, with fourteen tenements in the said parish 
of St Nicholas, to be had after the decease of 
Agues his wife, to the ironmongers, and they to 
give stipends appointed to almsmen, in five houses 
by them built in the churchyard of that parish, 
more to poor scholars in Oxford and Cambridge, 
&e. Bliueman, an excellent organist of the Queen's 
chapel, lieth buried there with an epitaph, 1591*, 
&e. 

The next is Old Fishstreet hill, a lane so called, 
which alao runneth down to Thames street In 
this lane, on the east side thereof, is the one end 
of Finimore, or Five foot lane. On the west side 
of this Old Fishstreet hill is the Bishop of Here- 
ford's inn or lodging, an ancient house and large 
rooms, Irailt of stone and timber, which sometime 
belonged to the Mounthauntes in Norfolk. Radul- 
phus de Maydttistone, Bishop of Hereford, about 
1234, bought it of the Mounthauntes, and gave it 
to the Biraops of Hereford, his successors. c£arles, 
both Bishop of Hereford and CHiancellor of the 
Marches, about the year 1517, repaired it, since the 
which time the same is sreatly ruinated, and is now 
divided into many snuul tenements ; the hall and 
principal rooms, are a house to make sugar-loaves, 

Next adjoining is the parish church of St Mary 
de Monte Alto, or Mounthauntf ; this is a very 
small church, and at the first built to be a chapel 
for the said house of the Mounthaunts, and for 
tenements thereunto belonging. The Bishop of 
Hereford is patron thereof. Monuments in this 
church of John Glooester, alderman 1345, who 
gave Salt wharf for two chantries there ; John 
Skip, Bishop of Hereford, 1539, sate twelve years, 
died at London in time of parliament, and was 
buried in this church. There was sometime a fair 
house in the said parish of St Mary Moonthaunt, 
belonging to Robert Belkenape, one of the king's 

* The following is the epitaph flrom the edition of the 
**8mrv9ff* published by Anthony Munday in 1618. 
** Here Kitheman lyes, a worthy wight, 
Who feared God above \ 
A Mend to all, a foe to none, 

Whom rich and poore did love. 
Of Princes' Chappell, gentleman, 

Unto his djring day, 
Whom all iooke great delight to heare 

Him on the CHrgans play. 
Whose passing skill in musicke's art 

A schoUer left behind ; 
/oA« Bnil (by name), his master's veine 

Expressing in each kind. 
But nothing here continues long 

Nor resting jdace can have ; 
His son! departed hence to heaven. 
His body here in grave.'* 
He died on Whitsunday, anno Domini 1591. 
t This chnrch having been destroyed in the fire of Lon* 
don, and not rebaOt, the parish was by act of parliament 
annexed to the ehnieh of St. Mary Somerset. 






justices, but the said Belkenape being banished 
this realm. King Richard II. in the twelfth of his 
reign, gave it to William Wickham, Bishop of Win- 
chester. 

On the east side of this Old Fishstreet hill, is 
one great house, now let out for rent, which house 
sometime was one of the halls, pertaining to the 
company of Fishmongers, at such time as Siey had 
six hailmotes or meeting places : namely, two in 
Bridge street, or New Fish street ; two in Old Fish 
street, whereof this was one ; and two in Stockfish- 
monger row, or Thames street, as appeareth by a 
record, the 22nd of Richard II. 

Next westward is one other lane called Lambard 
hill, the east side whereof is wholly of this ward, 
and but half the west side, to wit, from the north 
end of the Blacksmiths' hall. 

Then in Thames street of this ward, and on the 
north side over against the Queen's hith, is the 
parish church of St Michaell,a convenient church, 
but all the monuments therein are defaced. 

I find that Stephen Spilman, gentleman, of that 
family in Norfolk, sometime mercer, chamberlain 
of London, then one of the sheriffs, and alderman 
in the year 1404, deceasing without issue, gave his 
lands to his family the Spilmans, and his goods to 
the making or repairing of bridges and ouier like 
godly uses ; and amongst others in this church he 
founded a chantry, and was buried in Uie choir. 

Also Richard Marlowe, ironmonger, mayor 1409, 
gave twenty pounds to the poor of that ward, and 
ten marks to the church. 

Richard Gray, ironmonger, one of the sheriflb 
1515, gave forty pounds to that church, and was 
buried there. At the west end of that chturch 
goeth up a lane, called Pyel lane. On the same 
north side, at the south end of St. Marv Mount- 
haunt lane, is the parish church of St Mary Sum- 
merset, over against the Broken wharf; it is a 
proper church, but the monuments are all defaced. 
I think the same to be of old time called Summer's 
hith, of some man's name that was owner of the 
ground near adjoining, as Edred's hithe was so 
called of E^dred owner thereof, and thence called 
Queene hithe, as pertaining to the queen, &c. 

Then is a small parish church of St Peter, called 
parTa, or little, near unto Powle's wharf ; in this 
church no monuments do remain. At the west 
end thereof, is a lane called St Peter's hill, but 
two houses up that lane on the east side is of this 
ward, and the rest is of Castle Baynarde ward. 

On the south side of Thames street, beginning 
again in the east, among the caoks, the first in this 
ward, is the sign of David the King ; then is 
Towne's end lane, turning down to the Thames ; 
then is Queene hithe, a lai^ receptacle for ships, 
lighters, barges, and such other vessels. 

Touching the antiquity and use of this gate and 
hithe, first, I find the same belongeth to one named 
Edred, and was then called Edred's hithe, which 
since falling to the hands of King Stephen, it was 
by his charter confirmed to WiHiun De Ypre* ; 
the farm thereof in fee and in heritage, William 
De Ypre gave unto the prior and convent of the 
Holy Trimty within Aldgate, as appeareth by this 
charter : — 

" To Theobalde, by the grace of God, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, primate of England, and Legate 

• Lib. Trinitate. 
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Apostolike, to the Bishoppe of London, and to all 
faithfal people, clarkes and layemen, William de 
Ypre sendeth greeting. 

^ Know ye me to have given and graunted to 
God, and to the chm^sh of the Holy Trinitie of 
London, to the prior and canons Uiere serving 
Grod in perpetual! almes, Edred's hith, with the 
appurtenances, with such devotion, that they shall 
send every yeare twentie pound unto the main- 
tenance of the hospital of St. Katherens, which 
hospitall they have in their hands, and one hundred 
shillinges to the monkes of Bermondsey, and sixty 
shillinges to the brethren of the hospitall of St 
Giles, and that which remayneth, the said prior 
and canons sh^l enjoy to themselves. Witnesses, 
Richard de Lucie, Raph Picot, &c.*' 

This Edred's hithe, after the aforesaid grants, 
came again to the king's hands, by what means I 
have not read, but it pertained unto the queen, 
and, therefore, was called lUpa r^tgiruB, the Queene's 
bank, or Queen's hithe, and great profit thereof 
was made to her use, as may appear by this which 
folio weth. 

King Henry III. in the 9th of his reign, com- 
mand^ the constables of the Tower of London to 
arrest the ships of the Cinque Ports on the river of 
Thames, and to compel them to bring their come 
to no other place, but to the Queen's hithe only. 
In the eleventh of his reign, he charged the said 
constable to distrain all fish offered to be sold in 
any place of this city, but at the Queene hithe. 
Moreover, in the 28th of the said king's reign, an 
inquisition was made before William of Yorke, pro- 
vost of Beverley, Henry of Bath, and Hierome of 
Caxton, justices itinerant, sitting in the Tower of 
London, touching the customs of Queen hithe, ob- 
served in the year last before the wars between the 
king and his father, and the barons of England, 
and of old customs of other times, and what cus- 
toms had been changed, at what time the tax and 
payment of all things coming together, and between 
Woore path and Anedehiuie *, were found and 
ceased, according to the old order, as well com and 
fish as other thmgs: all which customs were as 
well to be observed in the part of Downegate, as in 
Queen hithe, for the king's use. When also it was 
found, that the com arriving between the gate of 
the Guildhall of the merchants of Cologne, and 
the soke of the Archbishop of Canterbury (for he 
had a house near unto the Blacke Fryers), was not 
to be measured by any other quarter, than by that 
of the Queene's soke. 

After this, the bailiff of the said hithe complained 
that, since the said recognition, foiurteen foreign 
ships laden with fish, arrived at Belinge's gate, 
which ships should have arrived at the same hithe; 
and, therefore, it was ordered, that if any foreign 
ship laden with fish, should in form aforesaid, 
arrive elsewhere than at this hithe, it should be at 
the king's pleasure to amerce them at forty shil- 
lings. Notwithstanding, the ships of the citizens 
of London were at liberty to arrive where the 
owners would appoint them. 

After this, the said Henry II T. confirmed the 
grant of Richard Earl of Cornwall for the farm of 

• It appears from Strype*« Stew (i. p. 214, ed. 1720), that 
" Were path, or Wore path, it in the cast part of the Flete 
of Barking, about seven miles from London ; and Aoedeheth 
is near Westminster, on the west part of London." 



the Queen hithe unto John Gisors, then mayor, and 
to the commonalty of London, and their tnoocfiBon 
for ever, as by this his charter appeareth : 

" Henry, by the grace of God, King of Enghndy 
Lord of IreUmd, Duke of Guien, and Earl of Anjoa, 
to all archbishops, &c. Be it known, that we have 
seen the covenant between our brother, Richard 
Earl of Cornwall, on the one part, and the mayor 
and commonalty on the other part, which was in 
this sort. In the 30th year of Henry, the son of 
King John *, upon the feast of the Translatiaii of 
St. Edward, at Westminster, this covenant was 
made between the honourable Lord Richard Eari 
of Cornwall, and John Gisors, then mayor of Lon- 
don, and the commons thereof, concerning certain 
exactions and demands pertaining to the Qneoi 
hithe of London. The said earl granted for him- 
self and his heirs, that the said mayor, and all 
mayors ensuing, and all the commons of the city, 
should have and hold the Queen hithe, with all the 
liberties, customs, and other appurtenances, repay- 
ing yearly to the said earl, his heirs and assigns, 
fifty pounds, at Clarkenwell, at two several terms ; 
to wit, the Sunday after Easter twenty-five pounds, 
and at Michaelmas twenty-five pounds. And for 
more surety hereof the said earl hath set thereunto 
his seal, and left it with the mayor, and the mayor 
and commonalty have set to their seal, and left it 
with the earl. Wherefore we confirm and establish 
the said covenant for us, and for our heirs. Wit- 
nesses, Raph Fitz Nichol, Richard Gray, John and 
Wil. Brithem, Paulin Painter, Raph Wancia, John 
Cumbaud, and other, at Windsor, 2i6th of February, 
in the 31st of our reign." 

The charge of this Queen hithe was then com- 
mitted to the sheriffs, and so hath continued ever 
since ; the profits whereof are sore diminished, so 
that (as writeth Robert Fabian) it was worth in 
his time little above twenty marks, or fifteen pounds, 
one year with another. Now for customs of this 
Queen hithe f. In the year 1302, the 30th of 
Edward I., it was found by the oath of divers men, 
that bakers, brewers, and others, buying their corn 
at Queen hithe, should pay for measuring, portage, 
and carriage, for every quarter of com whatsoever, 
from thence to West Cheap, to St. Anthonie's 
church, to Horshew bridge, and to Woolsey street, 
in the parish of Allhallowes the Less, and such like 
distances, one halfpenny farthing ; to Fleet bridge, 
to Newgate, Cripplegate, to Bircheovers lane, to 
Eastcheape, and Billingsgate, one penny. Also, 
that the measure (or the meter) ought to have 
eight chief master-porters, every master to have 
three porters under him, and every one of them to 
find one horse, and seven sacks ; and he that so did 
not, to lose hb office. This hithe was then so 
frequented with vessels, bringing thither com, 
(besides fish, salt, fuel, and other merchandizes,) 
that all these men, to wit, the meter, and porters, 
thirty-seven in number, for all their charges of 
horses and sacks, and small stipend, lived well of 
their labours ; but nowij: the bakers of London, and 
other citizens, travel into the countries, and buy 
their com of the farmers, after the farmers' price. 

King Edward II., in the Ist of his reign, gave to 
Margaret, wife to Piers de Gavestone, forty-three 

* Lib. Trinitate, Lon. t Liber Constitut. 

: " But now that case is altered.**— l«l «tfilimt, p. 293. 
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the one i 



Bel should c 



!j cods, mackarel, &.c. 
10 Queen hithe. 



Queen hilbe, the third to Bi 
1 to Queen hithe ; 
great, coming with salt fi 



r to 



iingsgate, &c., always 
if Uie vessel being 
1 the Bay, and could 
le to these keys, then the same to be con- 
veyed by ligbters, as l>erore is meant. 

One large house fur stowage of com craned out 
of lighters and barges, is there lately built ; Sir John 
" iffii, grocer, mayor 1554, by his testament, gave a 
..nndied pounds towards it; but aince inereaaed 
and made larger al the charges of the city, in the 
fear 1665. 

Against this Queen's hithe, on the rirer Thames, 
of late yean, was placed a com mill, upon or 
betwixt two barges or lighters, and there gronnd 
I water mills in other places, to the wander 
f that bad not seen the like ; but this Usted 
g withont decay, such as eatised the same 
iMives and mill to be removed, taken asunder, and 
n forgotten. I read of the hke to have been iu 
mer Ume. as thus :— In the year 1525, the 16th 
irf Hairy VIII., Sir William Bayly being mayor, 
John Cooke of Gloceater, meroer, gar- '- •'■- 



elonging to 
1 was their 









lally. 



r London, and thri™ for 
e great barge, in the vhich two com mills 
•V iDsde and |Jaced, which barge and mills weiv 
set in and npOD the stream cf the river of Thames, 
within the juriadietiou and liberty of the said dty 
of London. 

And al» be ^ve to the dty all such timber, 
j boards, stones, iron. Ice. provided for making, 
mending, and repairing of the naid large and milli, 
' m reward wbernif the mayor gave him lifiy ponnds 
; preaenily, and fifty pounds yearly during his lif* ; 
I aod if the said Cooke deceased before Johaa bii 
I wife, then sbe to have forty marks the year during 
' berlife. 

Next adjoining to this Qneen hitlie, on the weM 
side thereof, is ^t wharf, named of alt taken op, 
mcwored, and aold there. The neat is Stew lane, 
of B dew or hothouse there kept. After that ia. 
TmibcT hithe, or Timber street, so called bf tiTn)>ei 
or beards there taken up and whaHed ; it is in the 
urisb of St. Mar>' Summhithe, as I r>ad in thr 
66th of Henry 1 1 1 ., and in the 9ih of Edwarl II 
Then is Brookes wharf, and Broken wharf, a 
water gate or key, so called of b<;in;( bniken and 
lalleo down into the Tbamni. By this BrokA 
wimrf renuineth oor lan^ old buiidina of stone. 
with arched pma, wbiefa mmaig e, as 1 finil,inlfat 



Hugh de Bygot ; 
re Thomas Brothertou, the king's brother, Earl of I 
Sorfolk, Marshal of EngUnd ; in the 1 Itli of Henrj' i 
VI. to John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, &c. | 

Within the gate of this house (now belonging to 
ibe city of London,) is lately, to wit, in the years ' 
1594 and 1595, built one latje house of great I 
height, called an engine, made by Bevis Bulmar, ! 
j^tleman, for thecunveyhigandrurnng of Thames I 
water to serve in the middle and west parts of the 
<.-ity. The andent great hall of this mesiiuage is yet 
!itandinf, and pertaining to a great brewhuuae fcrr . 
beer. West from this is Trii;ge lane, going down I 
lo Thames. Next is called Busse Une, of a busse ; 
rf water, like UI 

ibbols of CliertBcy a 

wherein they were lodged when they repaired to 
ihe city ; it is now called Sondie house, by what 
reason I have not beard ; 1 think the Lord Sands 
have been lodged there. 

And this is on end of this Queen hithe ward : 
which hatli an alderman and hi* deputy, common 
eotmcil six, constables nine, scavengera eight, ward- 
mote inquest thirteen, and a besdle. It u taxed to ' 
the fifteen in London twenty pounds, and in the '. 
Exchequer at nineteen poonds sixteen shilling* and ' 



' The next is Castle Baynard ward, so named of on ' 
I old castle there. This ward beginneth in the ewt 
on the Thames side, at a house called Huntincf") 
house, and runneth west by Panic's wharf, by Bay- 
nard's castle. Puddle wharf, and by the souih side | 
of Black Frien. Then turning by the east wall of 
the said Frien to the aontli-west end of Creed lane. { 
Then, on the north side of Thames street, over ' 
against Huntington btnue, by St. Peter's cliureh ^ 
and lane, called Peter hill, along till over against ; 
Puddle wharf, and then north up by the great \ 
Wardrobe tu the west end of Carter lane, then np , 
Creed lane, Ave Mary lane, and a piece of Paler 
Noaler row, to the sign of tho Gdden Lien, and 
hack again up Warwicke hine, and alt the e*M side 
thereof to the ngn of the Cmwn by Newgate 
market ; and this i* the farthest north part of tU* 

Then not of Thame* street be lane* a»M ad in g 
north to Knightridmiitreel ; theGnwis PeterhiU | 
lane, all of that ward (two boiwe* excepted, adjom- 
ing to Sl Peter'* ebnrch). Tl>e next M Panic's 
wharf hill, which thwarting Knightriden street and 
Carter lane, goelb up to iIk •oath chain of Panle's 
churchyard. 

Then m Adie street, over against the wen part 
of Baynard's castle, going up by the woM end of 
Knighlriders street and lo Carm' lane. Tho* nraek 
for lane* out of Thames Mreet. The AM ImV •# 



ward, al the nonh-w 



t end tiver^of , oi 



e being of iliis 



niirtfa side l^ginn^th KnigbQ 
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Caatle Baynard ward. 
The mill of the TtompUn of the New 
Temple. 



church goeth up the Old Exchange, all the west 
side whereof up to the south-east gate of Pauleys 
churchyard, and by St. Austen's church, is of this 
ward. About the midst of this Old Exchange, on 
the west side thereof is Carter lane, which runneth 
west to the east entry of the Blacke Friers, and to 
the south end of Creed lane, out of the which Car- 
ter hme descendeth a lane called Do-little lane, and 
Cometh into Knightriders street by the Boar's head 
tavern ; and more west is Sermon lane, by an inn 
called the Paule head. Then out of Carter lane, 
on the north side thereof, the south chain of Paule's 
churchyard, and the churchyard itself on that 
south side of Panic's church, and the church of 
St. Gregorie, the bishop's palace, and the dean's 
lodging, be all of thb ward ; and such be the 
bounds thereof. The ornaments in this ward be 
parish churches four. Of old time a castle, divers 
noblemen's houses, halls of companies twain, and 
such others, as shall be shown. 

In Thames street, at the south-east end, is an 
ancient messuage, of old time called Beaumount's 
inn, as belonging to that family of noblemen of this 
realm in the 4th of Edward III. Edward lY., in 
the 5th of his reign, gave it to W. Hastings, lord 
chamberlain, master of his mints. It is now called 
Huntington house, as belonging to the earls of 
Huntington. Next is Paul's wharf, a large landing 
place, with a common stair upon the river of 
Thames, at the end of a street called Panic's wharf 
hill, which runneth down from Panic's chain. 
Next is a great messuage, called Scropes inn, 
sometime belonging to Scropes, in the 31st of 
Henry YI. 

Then is one other great messuage, sometime 
belonging to the abbey of Fiscampe, beyond the 
sea, and by reason of the wars, it coining to the 
hands of King Edward III., the same was given 
to Sir Simon Burley, knight of the Crarter, and, 
therefore, called Burley house in Thames street, 
between Barnard's castle and Paule's wharf. 

Then have you Baynard's castle, whereof this 
whole ward taketh the name. This castle banketh 
on the river Thames, and was called Baynard's 
castle, of Baynard, a nobleman that came in with 
William the Conqueror, of the which castle, and of 
Baynard himself, I have spoken in another place. 

There was also another tower by Baynard's 
castle, built by King Edward II. Edward III., in 
the 2d of his reign, gave it to William Duke of 
Hamelake, in the county of York, and his heirs, for 
one rose yearly, to be paid for all service, the same 
place (as seemeth to me) was since called Legate's 
mn, in the 7th of Edward I Y., where be now divers 
wood wharfs in place. 

Then is there a great brewhouse, and Puddle 
wharf, a Watergate into the Thames, where horses 
use to water, and therefore being defiled with their 
trampling, and made puddle, like as also of one 
Puddle dwelling there, it is called Puddle wharf. 
Then is there a lane between the Blacke Fryers 
and the Thames,.called in the 26th of Edward III. 
Castle lane. 

In this lane also is one great messuage, of old 
time belonging to tlie priory of Okebome in Wilt- 
shire, and was the prior's lodging when he repaired 
to London. This priory being of the French order, 
was suppressed by Henry Y., and with other lands 
and tenements pertaining to the said priory, was by 



Heniy YI. given to his college in Cambridge^ 
called now the King's college. About this ca^e 
lane was sometime a mill or mills belonging to the 
Templars of the New Temple, as appeareth of 
record ; for King John, in the 1st year of his reign, 
granted a place in the Fleet, near unto Baynard's 
castle, to make a mill, and the whole oooxBe id 
water of the Fleet to serve the said mill. 

I read also, that in the year 1247, the 2d of Ed- 
ward I., Ri. Raison, and Atheline his wife, did give 
to Nicho. de Musely, clerk, ten shillings of ywiv 
free and quiet rent, out of all his tenements, witn 
the houses thereupon built, and their appur- 
tenances, which they had of the donise of the 
master and brethren of Knights Templars, in Eng- 
land, next to their miU of Fleet, over against the 
houses of Laurence de Brooke, in the pariah of St 
Andrew, next to Baynard's castle, which tenements 
lie between the way leading towards the said mill 
on the west part. Also in Uie rights belonging to 
Robert Fitzwater, and to his heirs, in the city of 
London, in the time of peace, it was declared in the 
year 1303, that the said Robert, castellan of Lon- 
don, and banner-bearer, had a soke (or ward) in 
the city, that was by the wall of St. Paule, as men 
go down the street before the brewhouse of St. 
Paule unto the Thames, and so to the side of the 
mill, which is in the water that oometh down from 
Fleet bridge, and goeth by London walls, betwixt 
Fryers preachers church and Ludgate ; and so that 
ward turned back by the house of the said Fryen 
unto the said common wall of the said canoniy of 
St. Paul ; that is, all of the parish of St. Andrew, 
which is in the gift of his ancestors by seniority, as 
more I have shown in the Castles. 

Now here is to be noted, that the wall of London 
at that time went straight south from Ludgate 
down to the river of Thames ; but for building of 
the BUcke Fryers church, the said wall in Siat 
place was by commandment taken down, and a new 
wall made straight west from Ludgate to Fleet 
bridge, and then by the water of Fleet to the river 
of Thames, &c. 

In the year 1307, the 35th of Edward I., in a 
parliament at Carlisle, Henry Lacie, Earl of Lincoln, 
complained of noyances done to the water of the 
Fleet ; whereupon it was granted that the said mill 
should be removed and destroyed. 

This ward ascendeth up by the east wall of the 
Black Fryers to the south-west end of Creed lane, 
where it endeth on that side. 

Then to begin again on the north side of Thames 
street, over against Huntington house, by St Peter's 
church and lane, called Peter hill, and so to St 
Benet Hude (or Hitlie) over against Powle's wharf, 
a proper parish church, which hath the monuments 
of Sir William Cheiny, knight, and Margaret his 
wife, 1442, buried there ; Doctor Caldwell, physi- 
cian ; Sir Gilbert Dethik, knight, alias Garter lung 
at arms. West from this church, by the south end 
of Adle street, almost against Pudle wharf, there is 
one ancient builduig of stone and timber, built by 
the lords of Barklcy, and therefore called Barklies 
inn. This house is all in ruin, and letten out in 
several tenements, yet the arms of the Lord Bark- 
ley remain in the stone work of an arched gate, gules, 
between a cheveron, crosses ten — three, three, and 
four. Ricliard Beauchampe, Earl of Warwieke, 
was lodged in this house, then called Barklies inn. 
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in the purish of St Andrew^ in the reign of 
Henry VI. 

Then turning np towards the north is the parish- 
dinrch of St. Andrew in the Wardrohe, a proper 
churchy but few monuments hath it. John Pamt 
founded a chantry there. Then is the king's 
Great Wardrobe : Sir John Beauchamp, knight of 
the Garter, Constable of Dover, Warden of the 
Sinke ports, (son to Guido de Beauchampe, Earl of 
Warwicke,) built this house, was lodged there, 
deceased in the year 1359, and was buned on the 
south side of the middle aisle of Pauleys church. 
His executors sold the house to King fklward III., 
unto whom the parson of St. Andrewe*s complain* 
ing that the said Beauchampe had pulled down 
divers houses, in their place to build the same 
house, where through he was hindered of his accus- 
tomed tithes, paid by the tenants of old time, 
granted him forty shillings by year out of that 
house for ever. King Richard III. was lodged 
there in the second of his reign. 

In this bouse of late yean is lodged Sir John 
Fortescne, knight, master of the wanirobe, chan- 
cellor and under- treasurer of the exchequer, and 
one of her majesty's most honourable privy coun- 
cSL The secret letters and writings touching the 
estate of the realm were wont to be enrolled in 
the king's wardrobe, and not in the chancery, as 
appeareth by the records. Clans. 18. E. 4. I. 
Memb. IS. Clans. S3. E. 1. Memb. 3. Et liberat. 1. 
E. 2. Memb. 4, &c. From this wardrobe, by the 
west end of Ca^r lane, then up Creede lane, Ave 
Mary lane, a piece of Pater Noster row, up War- 
wick lane, all the east side, to a brewhouse called 
the Crown, as I said is of this ward. Touching 
lanes ascending out of Thames street to Knight- 
riders' street, the first is Peter's hill, wherein I find 
no matter of note, more than certain almshouses, 
lately founded on the west side thereof, by David 
Smith, embroiderer, for six poor widows, whereof 
each to have twenty shillings by the year. 

On the east side of this lane standeth a large 
bouse, of ancient buildins, sometime belonging to 
the abbot of SL Mary in York, and was his abiding 
house when he came to London ; Thomas Randolfe, 
esquire, hath lately augmented and repaired iL 

At the upper end of thb lane, towards the north, 
the comer-houses there be called Peters key, but 
the reason thereof I have not heard. Then is 
Panics wharf hill, on the east side whereof is 
Woodmongers' hall. And next adjoining is Darby 
house, sometime belonging to the Stanleys, for 
Thomas Stanley, first Earl of Derby of that name, 
who married the Lady Margaret, Countess of Rich- 
mond, mother to Henry V 1 1., in his time built it. 

Queen Mary gave * it to Gilbert Dethike, then 
Garter principal king of arms of Englishmen ; 
Thomas Hawley, Clarenceaux king of arms of the 
800th parts ; William Harvy, aiku Norroy king of 
arms of the north parts, and the other heralds and 



* It had come into the possetiion of the crown through 
Hw Earl of Derby, in the 6tb of Edward VI., having given it 
to the king in exchange for certain lands in Lancashire. 

It was destroyed by the great fire in 1666, and rebuQt 
iboot three years afterwards. Sir William Dugdale erected 
the north-east comer at his own charge ; and Sir Henry St. 
George gave the proHts of some visitations towards the same 
purpose. 



pursuivants of arms, and to theur successors, all 
the same capital messuage or house called Derby 
house, with the appurtenances, situate in the parish 
of St. Benet and St Peter, then being in the 
tenure of Sir Richard Sackvile, knight, and lately 
parcel of the lands of Edward, Earl of Derby, &c. 
to the end that the said king of arms, heralds, and 
pursuivants of arms, and their successors, might at 
their liking dwell together, and at meet times to 
congregate, speak, confer, and agree among them- 
selves, for the good government of their faculty, 
and their records might be more safely kept, Ac. 
Dated the I8th of July, 1656, Philip and Mary I., 
and third year*. 

Then higher up, near the south chain of Paules 
churchyard, is the Paule Head tavern, which house, 
with the appurtenances, was of old time called 
Paules brewhouse, for that the same was so em- 
ployed, but been since left off, and let out. 

On the west side of this stxeet, is one other great 
house, built of stone, which belongeth to Paules 
church, and was sometime let to the Blunts, Lords 
Mountjoy, but of latter time to a college in Cam- 
bridge, and from them to the doctors of the civil 
law and Arches, who keep a commons there ; and 
many of them being there lodged, it is called the 
Doctors' Commons. Above Uus, on the same side, 
was one other great building over-against Paules 
brewhouse, and this was called Paules bakehouse, 
and was employed in baking of bread for the 
church of Paules. 

In Addle street, or lane, I find no monuments. 

In Lambart hill lane on the west side thereof, is 
the Blacksmiths' hall, and adjoining to the north 
side thereof have ye one plot of ground, inclosed 
with a brick wall for a churchyard, or burving-plot 
for the dead of St Mary Magdalen's bv Old Fish 
street, which was given to that use by John Iwarby, 
an officer in the receipt of the exchequer, in the 
26tli of King Henry VI., as appeareth by patent 
John Iwarbv, &c. gave a piece of land Iving void 
in the parish of St Mary Magdalen, nigh to Old 
Fish street, between the tenement of John Philpot 
on the south, and the tenement of Bartholomewe 
Burwash on the west, and the tenement pertaining 
to the convent of the Holy Well on the north, and 
the way upon Lambarde's hill on the east, for a 
churchyard, to the parson, and churchwardens, &c. 

Over-against the north-west end of thb Lam- 
bard hill mne in Knightriders* street, is the parish- 
church of St Mary Magdalen, a small church, 
having but few monuments, Richard Woodroffe, 
merc^nt tailor, 1619 ; Barnard Randolph, esquire, 
1683. 

On the west side of this church, by the porch 
thereof, is placed a conduit or cistern of lead, cas- 
tellated with stone, for receipt of Thames water, 
conveyed at the charges of the before- named Bar- 
nard Randolph, esqmre. By the east end of St 



* The first charter incorporating the heralds bears date 
the 2nd of March in the 1st of Richard III.; which charter 
was confirmed by Edward Vl. in the third year of his 
reign. 

Spelman, in his Glossary (sub v. Heraldtu), has proved 
the division of them into the several classes of kings, heralds, 
and pursuivants, in the reign of King Henry III., and the 
Staiutum Anmomm made by Edward I. refers to these dif- 
' ttnnt orders aa then existing. 



Hmry Mtgdalea's chorch, runneth up tha Old Ex- 
change lane, h; the weeC end of Carter Une, to the 
■Duth-ekst nte or chain of Paule's churchyard, as 
iB before Bhnwn. And in this part was the Ei- 
chaage kept, and bullion was received for coinage, 
aa a aol«d in Faringdon ward within. 

In this parish-church of St. Mu^ Magdalen, out 
Df Kiiightridera' street up to Cuter luie, b« two 
small lanes, the one of them called Do Little lane, 
u a place not inhabited b)' arliHcen or open shop- 
keepers, but serving for a near passage from 
Knigblridert' street lo Carter lane. 

The other, corruptl)' called Sermon lane, for 
Sheremunifrs' lone, for I lind it by that mune re- 
corded in the 14th of Edward I., and in tliat lane, 
ace to be called the Blaeke loft (of melting 
r) with four shops adjoining. It may, there- 
for*, be well supposed llisl lane to take name of 
Sheremonyars, such aa cut and rounded the plates 
to be coined or stamped into sterling pence ; for the 
place of coining was the Old Exchange, near unto 
[he said Sheremonian' lane. Also I find that in 
the I31h of Richard II. William de La Pole had a 
liouse there. 

In Knighlridors' street is the College of Phy- 









public lecture in surgery, lo be read twice every 
week, &c as is shown elsewhere. 

In the south churchyard of PauleB, is i 
aide and west end of the said church ; in 1 
wea^ end be three stately gatce or entries, 
wrought of stone : namely, the middle gate, in ine 
midst whereof is placed a massy pillu- of brass, 
wbcreunlo the leaves of the said great gate ore 
closed and fastened with locks, bolts, and bars of 
J notwithstanding, on the 21th of 
December in the year 1565, by a tempest of wind 
then rising from the west, these gates were blown 
open, the bars, bolts, and locks broken in sunder, 
or greatly bended. Also on the Clh of January in 
the year 16B9, by a tike tempest of wind, then in 
the south-west, the lesser west gste of the said 

both bolts, ban, and locks, so that the same was 



Adjoining (o this LowUrdea" tower is (Im 

I parish-church of St. Gregory, appomted lo the 
petty csnuns of Psules. Honnmenta of note 1 

! The reet of that south ude of SL Paulea church, 

I with the chapter-house, (a beautiful piece of worii, 
I built about the reign of Edward III.) ia now de- 
faced by means of licenses granted to catiert, 
! budget-makers, and others, first to build low sheds, 
but DOW high houses, which du hide tliat beautiful 
aide of the church, save ooly the top and south 
gate. 

On the Dorth-west side of this churchyard is the 
bishop's palace, a large thing for receipt, wherein 
divers kings have been lodged, and great house- 
hold hath been kept, u appeareth by the grvM hall, 
which of bte years, since the rebotement of bishops* 
livinge, hath not l>een furnished with hoosebold 
menie and guests, as was meant by tlio builden 
thereof, and was of old time used. 

The dean's lodging on the other aide, directly 
against the palace, is a fair old house, and also 
divera large bouoea are on (he same ude boilded, 
which yet remun, and of old time were the lodgings 
of prebendaries and residentiories, which kept great 
households and liberal hospitality, but now either 
deoiyed, or otherwise converted. 

Then is the Stationers' hall on the maw nde, 
Utely built for them in place of Peter College, 
where in the year 1M9, the 4th of January, five 
men were slain by the fall of earth upon them, 
digging fur a well. And let this be an end of Bay- 
naides Castle ward, which hath an alderman, lui 
deputy, common council nine, coostablea ten, sca- 
vengers seven, wardmote inquest fourteen, and a 
beadle. And to the fifteen is tkxed at lU., in the 
exchequer 11/. 13a. 



blowr 






■ of this west end ia. 
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s present to the use of the same 
er, towards the south, is called the 
Lowlardes' tower*, and hath been used as the 
jishop's prison, for such as were detected for 
>pinious in religion, contrary to the faith of the 
Chiireh. 

The lost prisoner which I have known committed 
thereto, w»a in the year 1S7.1, one Peter Burcher, 
gentleman, of the Middle Temple, for having despe- 
rately wounded, and minding to have murdered, a 
*:eable gentleman named John Hawkins, cs- 
,. , in the high street near unto the Strand, who 
being taken and examined, was found to hold cer- 
^jin opinions erroneous, and therefore committed 
ihither, and convicted ; but in the end, by persua- 
n, he promised to abjure his heresies ; and was. 



committed as in my Anooles I have expretised. 



The farthest west ward of this city, being the 
twenty-fifth ward of London, but without the walls, 
is called Faringdon Without, and was of old time 
part of the other Faringdon Within, until the I71I1 
of Richard 11., that it was divided and made twain, 
by the names of Faringdon infra and Faringdon 
trtm, OS is afore shown. 

The liaunds of wfaich ward without Newgale and 
Ludgale are these : first, on the east part thereof, 
is the whole precinct of the late priory of SL Bar- 
tholomew, and a part of Long Ions on the north, 
(awards Aldersgate street and Dncke Une, with the 
hospital of St. Bartholomew on the west, and all 
Smithiield to the bare in St. John Street. Then 
out of SmitbReld, Chicke lane toward Tunnile 
brook, and over that brook by a bridge of timber 
into the field, then back again by the pens (or fulda) 
in Smithfield, by Smithfrekl pond lo Cow lone, 
which tumcth toward Oldbume, and then Hoaiar 
lane out of Smithfield, also toward Oldbome, till it 
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meet with a part of Cow lane. Then Cocke lane out 
of Smithiield, over-agMnst Pye comer, then also is 
Giltspor street, out of Smithfield to Newgate, then 
from Newgate west by St. Sepulchres church to 
Tumagaine lane, to Oldboome conduit, on Snow 
hill, to Oldboome bridge, up Oldboome hill to the 
bars on both sides. On the right hand or north 
side, at the bottom of Oldboome hill, is Gold lane, 
sometime a filthy passage into the fields, now both 
sides built with small tenements. Then higher is 
Lither lane, turning also to the field, lately reple- 
nished with houses built, and so to the bar. 

Now on the left hand or south side from New- 
gate lieth a street called the Old Bayly, or court of 
the chamberlain of this city ; this stretcheth down 
by the wall of the city unto Ludgate, on the west 
side of which street breaketh out one other lane, 
called St. Georges lane, till ye come to the south 
end of Seacole lane, and then turning towards Fleet 
street it is called Fleete lane. The next out of the 
high street &om Newgate turning down south, is 
called the Little Bayly, and runneth down to the 
east of St. George's lane. Then is Seacole lane 
which tumeth down into Fleet lane ; near unto 
this Seacole lane, in the turning towards Oldboom 
oondtiit, is another lane, called in records Wind 
Againe lane, it tumeth down to Tnmemill brook, 
and from thence back again, for there is no way 
over. Then beyond Oldboom bridge to Shoe lane, 
which runneth out of Oldboome unto the Conduit 
in Fleete street. Then also is Fewtars lane, which 
likewise stretcheth south into Fleet street by the 
east end of St. Dunstans church, and from this 
lane to the bars be the bounds without Newgate. 

Now without Ludgate, this ward runneth by 
from the said gate to Temple bar, and hath on the 
right hand or north side the south end of the Old 
Bayly, then down Ludgate hill to the Fleet lane 
orer Fleete bridge, and by Shooe lane and Fewters 
lane, and so to New street (or Chancery lane), and 
ap that lane to the house of the Rolles, which 
house is also of this ward, and on the other side to 
a lane over against the Rolles, which entereth 
Flequets' field. 

Then hard by the bar is one other lane called 
Shyre lane, beoMise it divideth the city from the 
riive, and this tumeth into Ficquets' field. 

From Ludgate again on the left hand, or south 
ade to Fleet bridge, to Bride lane, which runneth 
sooth by Bridewell, then to Water lane, which 
nmneth down to the Thames. 

Then by the White Fryers and by the Temple, 
even to the bar aforesaid, be the bounds of this 
Faringdon Ward without. 

Touching ornaments and antiquities in this ward, 
first betwixt the said Newgate and the parish-church 
of St. Sepulchre's, is a way towards Smithfield, 
called Gilt Spurre, or Knightriders' street, of the 
knights Mid others riding that way into Smithfield, 
replenished with buildings on both sides up to Pie 
eomer, a place so called of such a sign, sometimes 
a fair inn for receipt of travellers, but now divided 
into tenements, and over against the said Pie comer 
lieth Cocke lane, which runneth down to Oldboume 
conduit. 

Beyond this Pie comer licth West Smithfield, 
compassed about with buildings, as first on the 
south side following the right hand, standeth the 
fair parish-church and large hospital of St. Bar- 



tilmew, founded by Rahere, the first prior of St. 
Bartilmewes thereto near adjoining, in the year 
1102*. 

Alfune, that had not long before built the parish- 
church of St. Giles without Criplegatc, became the 
first hospitaller, or proctor, for the poor of this 
house, and went himself daily to the shambles and 
other markets, where he begged the charity of 
devout people for their relief, promising to the 
liberal givers (and that by alleging testimonies of 
the holy scripture^ reward at the hands of God. 
Henry IIL granted to Katherine, late wife to W. 
Hardell, twenty feet of land in length and breadth 
in Smithfield, next to the chapel of the hospital of 
St. Bartilmew, to build her a recluse or anchorage, 
commanding the mayor and sheriffs of London to 
assign the said twenty feet to the said Katherine, 
Carta 11 of Henry III. The foundation of this 
hospital, for the poor and diseased their special 
sustentation, was confirmed by Edward III. the 
26th of his reign : it was governed by a master and 
eight brethren, being priests, for the church, and 
four sisters to see the poor served. The executors 
of R. Whitington, sometime mayor of London, of 
his goods repaired this hospital, about the year 
1423. 

Sir John Wakering, priest, roaster of this house 
in the year 1463, amongst other books, gave to 
their common library the fairest Bible that I have 
seen, written in lar^e vellum by a brother of that 
house named John Coke, at the age of sixty-eight 
years, when he had been priest forty-three years : 
since the spoil of that library, I have seen this book 
in the custody of my worshipful friend, Master 
Walter Cope. 

Monuments in this church of the dead, bene- 
factors thereunto, be these : Elizabeth, wife to Adam 
Hone, gentleman ; Bartilmew Bildington ; Jane, 
wife to John Cooke ; Dame Alls, wife to Sir 
Richarde Isham ; Alice, wife to Nicholas Bayly ; 
John Woodhouse, esquire ; Robert Palmar, gentle- 
man ; Idona, wife to John Walden, lying by her 
husband on the north side, late newly built, 1424 ; 
Sir Thomas Malifant, or Nanfant, Baron of Win- 
now, Lord St. Greorge in Glamorgan, and Lord 
Ockeneton and Pile in the county of Pembroke, 
1438 ; Dame Margaret his wife, daughter to Thomas 
Astley, esquire, with Edmond and Henry his chil- 
dren ; William Markeby, gentleman, 1438; Richard 
Shepley, and Alice his wife ; Thomas Savill, ser- 
jeant-at-arms ; Edward Beastby, gentleman, and 
Margaret his wife ; Waltar Ingham, and Alienar 
his wife ; Robert Wamar, and Alice Lady Came ; 
Robert Caldset, Johan and Agnes his wives ; Sir 
Robert Danvars, and Dame Agnes his wife, daugh- 
ter to Sir Richard Delaber ; William Brookes, 
esquire ; John Shirley, esquire, and Margaret his 
wife, having their pictures of brass, in the habit of 
pilgrims, on a fair flat stone, with an epitaph thus : — 

" Beholde how ended is our poore pilgriinage, 
Of John Shirley, esquier. with Margaret his wife, 
That xii. children had together in marriage, 
Eight Bonnes and foure daughters withouten strife, 
That in honor, nurtur, and lahour flowed in fame, 
His pen reporteth hif lives occupation, 

• A very chatty and pleasant sketch of the history of this 
establishment, by Mr. Saunders, will be found in Knight's 
London, ii. p. 3A— ^. 
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Since Pier his life time, John Shirley by name, 
Of his degree, that was in Brutes Albion, 
That in the Teare of grace deceased from hen, 
Foureteene hundred winter, and sixe and fiftie, 
In the yeare of his age, fourescore and ten. 
Of October moneth, the day one and twenty.** 

This gentleman, a great traveller in divers coun- 
tries, amongst other his labours, painfully collected 
the works of Geffrey Chaucer, John Lidgate, and 
other learned writers, which works he wrote in 
sundry volumes to remain for posterity ; I have 
seen them, and partly do possess them. Jane, 
Lady Clinton, gave ten pounds to the poor of this 
house, was there buried, 1458 ; Agnes, daughter to 
Sir William St. George ; John Eogerbrooke, es- 
quire; Richard Sturgeon ; Thomas Burgan, gentle- 
man ; Elizabeth, wife to Henry Skinard, daughter 
to Chincroft, esquire ; William Mackley, gentleman, 
and Alice his wife ; W. Fitzwater, gentleman, 1466. 

This hospital was valued at the suppression in 
the year 1539, the Slst of Henry VIII., to thirty- 
five pounds five shillings and seven pence yearly. 
The church remaineth a parish- church to the 
tmants dwelling in the precinct of the hospital ; but 
in the year 1546, on the 13th of January, the 
bishop of Rochester, preaching at Paules cross, 
declared the gift of the said king to the citizens for 
relieving of the poor, which contained the church 
of the Gray Fryers, the church of St. Bartilmew, 
with the hospital, the messuages, and appurtenances 
in Giltspurre cUicu Knightridors' street, Breton 
street, Petar quay, in the parish of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, in Old Fish street, and in the parish of St 
Benet Buda, Lymehurst, or Limehost, in the parish 
of Stebunheth, &c. Then also were orders devised 
for relief of the poor, the inhabitants were all called 
to their parish-churches, whereby Sir Richard 
Dobbes, tlien mayor, their several aldermen, or 
other grave citizens, they were by eloquent ora- 
tions persuaded how great and how many commo- 
dities would ensue imto them and their city, if the 
poor of divers sorts, which they named, were tnken 
from out their streets, lanes, and alleys, and were 
bestowed and provided for in hospitals abroad. Sic, 
Therefore was every man moved liberally to grant, 
what they would impart towards the preparing and 
furnishing of such hospitals, and also what they 
would contribute weekly towards their maintenance 
for a time, which they said should not be past one 
year, or twain, until they were better furnished of 
endowment : to make short, every man granted 
liberally, according to his ability ; boioks were drawn 
of the relief in every ward of the city, towards the 
new hospitals, and were delivered by the mayor to 
the king's commissioners, on the 17th of February, 
and order was taken therein ; so as the 26th of July 
in the year 1552, the repairing of the Gray Fryers' 
house, for poor fatherless children, was taken in 
hand ; and also in the latter end of the same 
month, began the repairing of this hospital of St. 
Bartilmew, and was of new endowed, and furnished 
at the charges of the citizens. 

On the east side of tlib hospital licth Ducke lane, 
which runneth out of Smithfield south to the north 
end of Little Britaine street. On the east side of 
this Ducke lane, and also of Smithfield, lieth the 
late dissolved priory of St Bartilmew, founded also 
by Rahere, a pleasant wittcd gentleman, and there- 



fore in his time called the Idiig'a miiMlnl *, aboat 
the year of Christ 1102 ; he founded it m a part of 
the oft before-named morish ground, whioi was 
therefore a common laystall of all filth that «aa to 
be voided out of the city ; he placed caaoDi 
himself became their first prior, and i 
tinned till his dying day, and waa there buried in a 
fair monument f, of Ute renewed by Prior Bolton. 
Amongst other memorable matters toudiinf this 
priory, one is of an archbishop's viaitation, whidi 
Matthew Paris hath thus :~Boni&ce (laith he) 
Archbishop of Canterbury, in his visitation came to 
this priory, where being received with pro cc s ri on 
in the most solemn wise, he said, that he passed not 
upon the honour, but came to viait them ; to whom 
the canons answered, that they having a learned 
bishop, ought not in contempt of him to be visited 
by any other : which answer so much offended the 
archbishop, that he forthwith fell on the nb- 
prior, and smote him on the face, saying, ' Indeed, 
indeed, doth it become you English traitors so to 
answer me.' Thus raging, with oaths not to be 
recited, he rent in pieces Uie rich eope of the snb- 
prior, and trod it under hts feet, and thrust him 
against a pilUur of the chancel with such violence, 
that he had almost killed him ; but the canons 
seeing their subprior thus almoet slain, came and 
plucked off the archbishop with such foro^ that 
they overthrew him backwards, whereby tb^ 
might see that he was armed and prepared to fight ; 
the archbishop's men seeing their master down, 
being all strangers, and their master's countrymen, 
bom at Provence, fell upon the canona, beat them, 
tare them, and trod them under feet ; at lencth the 
canons getting away as well as they couM, nm 
bloody and miry, rent and torn, to the bishop of 
London to complain, who bade them so to the king 
at Westminster, and tell him thereof; whereupon 
four of them went thither, the rest were not able, 
they were so sore hurt ; but when they came to 
Westminster, the king would ndther hear nor see 
them, so they returned without redreas. In the 
mean season the whole city was in an uproar, and 
ready to have rung the common bell, and to have 
hewn the archbishop into small pieces, who was 
secretly crept to Lambhith, where they sought him, 
and not knowing him by sight, said to themselves, 
Where is this ruffian ? that cruel smiter I he is no 
winner of souls, but an exactor of money, whom 
neither God, nor any lawful or free election did 
bring to this promotion, but tMb king did unlawfully 
intrude him, being utteriynlpighed, a stranger 
bom, and having a wife, dw Jfift the archbishop 
conveyed himself over, and woAt to the king with a 
great complaint against the canons, whereas him- 
self was guilty. This priory of St Bartholomew 
was again new built in the year 1410. 

* In the paper by Mr. Saunders, to which we hare referred 
in a preceding note (p. 139), will be found an outline of the 
life of our jetting prior, in which is (ntroduoed much quaint 
and curioiu information tnm the Manuscript Account of the 
Life, Character, and Doings of Rahere, written shortly after 
his death by a monk of the estabUhhrnent, and now pr seer r c d 
among the MSS. in the Cottonian Library. Some ootkei of 
Rahere will also be found in an article communicated by the 
late Mr. Octavlus Gilchrist to the Lomdom M^azin*, fi»r 
AprU. 1824. 

t With the following inscription : '* HU jmcH JUAeres 
primua eatumieus^ ti primmg prior iatitu Eecletim,** 
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Bolton was the last prior of this house, a great 
builder there ; for he repaired the priory church, 
with the parish-church adjoining, the offices and 
lodginn to the said priory belonging, and near 
adjoinmg ; he built anew the manor of Canonbery 
at Islington *, which belonged to the canons of this 
house, and is situate in a low ground, somewhat 
north from the parish-church there ; but he built no 
boose at Harrow on the Hill, as Edward Hall hath 
written, following a fable then on foot The people 
(saith he) being feared by prognostications, which 
declared, that in the year of Christ 1524 tliere should 
be such eclipses in watery signs, and such conjunc- 
ticHis, that by waters and floods many people should 
perish, people victualled themselves, and went to 
high grounds for fear of drowning, and especially 
one fik>lton, which was prior of St. Bartholomewes 
in Smithiield, built him a house upon Harrow on 
the Hill, only for fear of this flood ; thither he went,. 
and made provision of all thines necessary within 
him for the space of two monUis f, &c. : but this 
was not so indeed, as I have been credibly in- 
formed. True it is, that this Bolton was also 
pancm of Harrow, and therefore bestowed some 
small reparations on the parsonage-house, and built 
nothii^ there more than a dove-house, to serve 
him when he had forgone his priory. 

To this priory King Henry 11. granted the pri- 
vilege of fair, to be kept yearly at Bartliolomew 
tide for three days, to wit, the eve, the day, and 
next morrow $, to the which the clothiers of all 
EngUnd, and drapers of London, repaired §, and 

* It la not poaiible to omit a note which may lerre to 
Rflaind the reader, that one of the apartmenta of thii houae 
waa the aoene of many of Ooldsmith'i literary labours — nay 
more, is aaid to have been the room in which he wrote his 
iaimitable Taear of WahtjUH. At least, so some of his 
admirers have reported ; but thouf h he certainly resided at 
Caaoobury in 1763, it would appear from the Life of Gold- 
smith, prefixed Iqr the Rev. John Mitford to his edition or his 
PMflu, that this admirable novel was written in Wine Office 
eoort. 

t Such predictions, of tempests, floods, and earthquakes, 
have been fkequentiy made and believed. The reader of 
Chancer will remember, how " bendy Nicholas " b^;uiled the 
carpenter, whose wife he loved, by telling him-— 

" I have yfonnd in min astrologie. 
As 1 have looked in the moone bright. 
That now on Monday next, at quarter night, 
Shal fim a ndn, and that so wild and wood. 
That half so gret was never Noe's flood ; 
This world, he said," in lease than in an houre, 
Shal an be dr^int, so hidous is the shoure : 
Thus shal mankinde dfenche, and lese his lif." 
And Horace Walpole, in his inimitable letters to Mann, tells 
how the peoida of London got fdghtened about an earthquake 
in 1750 and 1756, when "several of the women made earth- 
fnake gowns, that is, warm gowns to sit out of doors all 
olglit,'* while the visitors at Bedford House amused them- 
idves as they returned home by hauling in the watchman's 
Bote, " Past four o'clock, and a dreadful earthquake." 

Las^, have we not seen, in the month of March, 1842, 
Qm greatest alarm created In the minds of the poorer classes 
Jb London by the pretended prophecy of Dr. Dee's f 

} A very curious collection of materials for illustrating the 
hirtary of Bartholomew fkir, from the time of Ben Jonson, 
thnm^ the lasf century, down to September, 1826, has been 
got together by the industry of Mr. Hone in the flrst volume 
of his JffMfy I>o^ Book, pp. 1166—1251. 

§ " The forrens were Uoensed for three dayes; the freemen 
M bog as they would, which waa sixe or seven dayes.**—- 



had their booths and standings within tlie church- 
yard of this priory, closed in with walls, and gates 
locked every night, and watched, for safety of men's 
goods and wares ; a court of pie powders *, was 
daily during the fair holden for debts and con- 
tracts. But now, notwithstanding all proclama- 
tions of the prince, and also the act of parliament, 
in place of booths within this churchyard (only let 
out in the fair-lime, and closed up all the year 
after,) be many large houses built, and the north 
wall towards Long ume taken down, a number of 
tenements are there erected for such as will give 
great rents. 

Monuments of the dead in this priory are these : 
of Rahere, the first founder ; Roger Walden, 
Bishop of London, 1406 ; John Warton, gentle- 
man, and Elizabeth his wife, daughter to William 
Scot, esquire ; John Louth, gentleman ; Robert 

Shikeld, gentleman ; Sir Bacon, knight ; John 

Ludlow and Alice his wife; W. Thirlewall, esquire; 
Richard Lancaster, herald-at-arms ; Thomas To- 
raid ; John Royston ; John Watforde ; John Carle- 
ton ; Robert, son to Sir Robert Willowby ; Gil- 
bert Halstocke ; Eleanor, wife to Sir Hugh Fen, 
mother to Margaret Lady Burgavenie ; William 
f^ssex, esquire ; Richard Yancke, baron of the 
exchequer, and Margaret his wife, daughter to 
William de la Rivar ; John Winderhall ; John 
Duram, esquire, and Elizabeth his wife ; John 
Malwaine ; Alice, wife to Balstred, daughter to 
Kniffe ; William Scarlet, esquire ; John Golding ; 
Hugh Waltar, gentleman ; and the late Sir Waltar 
Mildmay, knight, chancellor of the exchequer, &o. 

This priory at the late surrender, the 3(Hh of 
Henry VIII., was valued at 653^. Ids. by year. 

This church having in the bell-tower six bells in 
a tune, those bells were sold to the parish of St. 
Sepulchre's ; and then the church being pulled 
down to the choir, the choir was, by the kinff's 
order, annexed for the enlarging of the old parish- 
church thereto adjoining, and so was used till the 
reign of Queen Mary, who gave the remnant of the 
priory church to the Friers preachers, or Black 
Friers, and was used as their conventual church 
until, the Ist of our sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth, 
those friars were put out, and all the said church, 
with the old parish-church, was wholly as it stood 

* The lowest, and at the same time the most expeditious 
court of Justice known to the law of England (says Blaek- 
stone, book iii. cap. 4. § 1.) !• the Court of Piepoudre— CitHa 
ptdU pulverizaii ; so called from the dusty feet of the suitors, 
or, according to Sir Edward Coke, because Justice is there 
done aa speedily as dust can fall from the foot. " But," he 
continues, " the etymology given us by a learned modem 
writer (Barrington, Ohurvationa on the Siaiuttt, p. 337.) is 
more ingenious and satisfactory ; it being derived, according 
to him from pied puldreaus, a pedlar, in old French, and, 
therefore, signifying the court of such petty chapmen as 
resort to fairs and marketa. 

In confirmation of this latter derivation, and in illustration 
of the nature of the court, which was instituted to administer 
Justice for all commercial injuries done in that very fkir or 
market during which it is held, it may be observed, that 
Rabelais uses the expression. " avoir U$ pitds pomdrtuM,*' to 
signify one who cannot pay, or wishes to escape without 
paying; and that the same expression, used in the same 
sense, may be found in Le Roux, Dieiionnairt Comiqu*, fto. 
s. V. Poudreux ; while Roquefort, in his Glo$»ahe d§ te 
Langue Romane, explains the word Pie poudreux, by 
" EIrangtr, Marekand foratUt qui court Utfairu,'* 
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in the last year of Edward VI., given by parliament 
to remain for ever a parish-church to the inhabit- 
ants within the close called Great St. Bartholo- 
mewes. Since the which time that old parish- 
church is pulled down, except the steeple of rotten 
timber ready to fall of itself. I have oft heard it 
reported, that a new steeple should be built with 
the stone, lead, and timber, of the old parish- 
church, but no such thing was performed. The 
parish have lately repaired the old wooden steeple 
to serve their turn. On the north side of this 
priory is the lane truly called Long, which reacheth 
from Smithiicld to Aldersgate street. This lane is 
now lately built on both the sides with tenements 
for brokers, tipplers, and such like ; the rest of 
Smithfleld from Long lane end to the bars is 
enclosed with inns, brewhouses, and large tene- 
ments ; on the west side is Chicken lane down to 
Cowbridge. Then be the pens or folds, so called, 
of sheep there parted, and penned up to be sold on 
the market-days. 

Then is Smithfleld pond, which of old time in 
records was called Horse-pool, for that men 
watered horses there, and was a |;reat water. In 
the 6th of Henry V. a new buildmg was made in 
this west part of Smithfleld betwixt the said pool 
and the river of the Wels, or Tumemill brooke, in 
a place then called the Elmes, for that there grew 
many elm -trees ; and this had been the pla^ of 
execution for offenders ; since the which time the 
building there hath been so increased, that now 
remaineth not one tree growing. 

Amongst these new buildings is Cowbridge street, 
or Cow lane, which tumeth toward Oldbome, in 
which lane the prior of Semperingham had his inn, 
or London lodging. 

The rest of that west side of Smithfleld hath 
divers fair inns, and other comely buildinzs, up to 
Hosiar lane, which also tumeth down to Oldbome 
till it meet with Cowbridge street. From this lane 
to Cocke lane, over against Pie corner. 

And thus much for encroachments and enclosure 
of this Smithfleld, whereby remaineth but a small 

Eortion for the old uses ; to wit, for markets of 
orses and cattle, neither for military exercises, as 
joustings, turnings, and great triumphs, which have 
been there performed before the princes and nobi- 
lity both of this realm and foreign cotmtries. 

For example to note: — In the year 1357, the 
31st of Edward III., great and royal jousts were 
there holden in Smithfleld ; there being present, the 
Kings of England, France, and Scotland, with many 
other nobles and great estates of divers lands. 

1362, the 36th of Edward III., on the first five 
days of May, in Smithfleld, were Rousts holden, the 
king and queen being present, with the most part 
of the chivalry of England, and of France, and of 
other nations, to the which came Spaniards, Cypri- 
ans and Arminians, knightly requesting the king of 
England against the pagans that invaded their 
conflnes. 

The 48th of Edward III., Dame Alice Ferrers 
(the king's concubine), as Lady of the Sun, rode 
Erom the Tower of London, through Cheape, accom- 
panied of many lords and ladies, every lady leading 
a lord by his horse-bridle, till they came into West 
Smithfleld, and then began a great joust, which 
endured seven days after. 

Also, the 9th of Richard II., was the like great 



riding from the Tower to Westminster, and every 
lord led a lady's horse-bridle ; and on the morrow 
began the joust in Smithfleld, which lasted two 
days : there bare them well, Henry of Darby, the 
Duke of Lankester's son, the Lord Beaumon^ Sir 
Simon Burley, and Sir Paris Courtnev. 

In the 14th of Richard II., after Froisart, royal 
jousts and tournaments were proclaimed to be done 
in Smithfleld, to begin on Sunday next after the 
feast of St. Michael. Many strangers came forth 
of other countries, namely, Valarian, Elarl of St. 
Paul, that had married King Richard's sister, the 
Lady Maud Courtney, and William, the young 
Earl of Ostervant, son to Albart of Baviere, Earl of 
Holland and Henault. At the day appointed there 
issued forth of the Tower, about the third hour of 
the day, sixty coursers, apparelled for the jousts, 
and upon every one an esquire of honour, riding a 
soft pace ; then came forth sixty ladies of honour, 
mounted upon palfreys, riding on the one side, 
richly apparelled, and every lady led a knight with 
a chain of gold, those knights being on the king's 
party, had their harness and apparel garnished with 
white harts *, and crowns of gold about the harts' 
necks, and so they came riding through the streets 
of London to Smithfleld, with a great number of 
tnunpets, and other instruments of music before 
them. The king and queen, who were lodged in 
the bishop's paUce of London, were come from 
thence, with many great estates, and placed in 
chambers to see the lousts ; the ladies that led the 
knights were taken down from their palfreys, and 
went up to chambers prepared for them. Then 
alighted the esquires of honour from their coursers, 
and the knights in good order mounted upon them ; 
and after their helmets were set on their heads, 
and being ready in all points, proclamation made 
by the heralds, the jousts began, and many com- 
mendable courses were run, to the great pleamre of 
the beholders. These jousts continued many days, 
with great feasting, as ye may read in Froisart. 

In the year 1393, the 17th of Richard II., cer- 
tain lords of Scotland came into Ensland to get 
worship by force of arms ; the Earl of Mare chal- 
lenged the Earl of Notingham to joust with him, 
and so they rode together certain courses, but not 
the full challenge, for the Earl of Mare was cast 
both horse and man, and two of hm ribs broken 
with the fall, so that he was conveyed out of Smith- 
fleld, and so towards Scotland, but died by the way 
at Yorke. Sir William Darell, knight, the king's 
banner-bearer of Scotland, challenged Sir Percie 
Courtney, knight, the king's banner-bearer of Eng- 
land ; and when they had run certun courses, gave 
over without conclusion of victory. Then Ccwke- 
bome, esquire, of Scotland, challenged Sir Nicholas 
Hawberke, knight, and rode flve courses, but Cooke- 
borne was borne over horse and man, &c. 



* Richard II. to said to have adopted thia badge, which 
was certainly his most fkvourite deyice, from the White 
Hind, which is stated to have been borne by his mother, the 
Fair Maid of Kent ; and in the Life of thto mcmarch, printed 
by Uearne, he is said to have first employed it on the occasion 
of the tournament here referred to by Stow. See fUrther a 
valuable paper by J. Gough Nichols, Esq. F.S.A. ** On the 
Heraldic Devices discovered on the Effigies of Richard If. 
and his Queen," printed iu the ArdU eoi tfia , vol. zxix. 
p. 32. 
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In the year 1409, the 10th of Henry IV., a great 
play was played at the Skinners' well, which lasted 
eight days, where were to see the same the most 
part of the nobles and gentles in England. And 
forthwith began a royal jousting in Smithfield 
between the Earl of Somerset, and the Seneschal of 
HeoaJt, Sir John Cornwall, Sir Richard Ammdell, 
and the son of Sir John Cheiney, against certain 
Frmchmen. And the same year a battle was 
fought in Smithfield between two esqnires, the one 
called Glaocester, appellant, and the other Arthure, 
defendant ; they fousht valiantly, but the king took 
up the quarrel into his hands, and pardoned them 
both. 

In the year 1430, the 8th of Henry VI., the 14th 
of January, a battle was done in Smithfield, within 
the lists, before the king, between two men of Fever- 
sham in Kent, John Upton, notary, appellant, and 
John Downe, gentleman, defendant ; John Upton 
put up<m Jolm Downe, Uiat he and his compeers 
should imagine the king's death the day of his coro- 
nation. When these had fought long, the king 
took up the matter, and forgave both the parties. 

In the year 1 442, the 20th of Henry VI., the 30th 
of January, a challenge was done in Smithfield, 
within lists, before the king, there being Sir Philip 
la Beaufe of Aragon, knight, the other an esquire 
of the king's house, called John Ansley or Anstley ; 
they came to the field all armed, the knight with 
his sword drawn, and the esquire with his spear, 
which spear he cast against the knight, but the 
knight avoided it with his sword, and cast it to the 
ground ; then the esquire took his axe, and smote 
many blows on the Imight, and made him let fall 
his axe, and brake up his uniber three times, and 
would have smote him on the face with his dagger, 
for to have slain him, but then the king cried hold, 
and so they were departed. The king made John 
Ansley, kmght, and the knight of Angon offered 
his hanieaB at Windsor. 

In the year 1446, the 24th of Henry VI., John 
David appeaehed his master Wil. Catur, of treason, 
and a day being assigned them to fight in Smith- 
field ; the master being well-beloved, was so che- 
rished by his friends, and plied with wine, that 
being therewith overcome, was also unluckily shun 
by &B servant * ; but that false servant (for he 
(abely accused his master) lived not long unpun- 
iahedy for he was after hanged at Teybome for 
felony. Let such false accusers note this for exam- 
ple t, and look for no better end without speedy 
repentance. 

The same year Thomas Fitz-Thomas Prior of 
Kilmaine appeaehed Sir James Butlar, Earl of 
Orroond, of treasons ; which had a day assigned them 
to fight in Smithfield, the liftts were made, and the 
field prepared ; but when it came to the point, the 
king commanded they should not fight, and took 
the quarrel into his hands. 

In the vear 1467, the 7th of Edward IV., the 
fiastsxd of Burgoine challenged the Lord Scales, 

« The readers of Sbakapere will remember, that a similar 
ioeidenC is introduced into the Second Part of Henry VI., 
art U. scene S, where Homer, the armourer, who has been 
accused of treason by his apprentice Peter, is made drunk by 
hia neighbours, and consequently beaten in the combat. 

t ** John Davy, a false accuser of his master, of him was 
raised the by-word,— If ye serve me so, 1 will call you Davy." 
sum. 



brother to the queen, to fight with him both on horse- 
back and on fuut ; the king, therefore, caused lists 
to be prepared in Smithfield, the length of one 
hundred and twenty tailors* yards and ten feet, and 
in breadth eighty yards and twenty feet, double- 
barred, five feet between the bars, the timber-work 
whereof cost two hundred marks, besides the fair 
and costly galleries prepared for the ladies and 
other ; at the which martial enterprise the king 
and nobility were present. The first day they ran 
together with spears, and departed with equal 
honour. The next day tliey tourneyed on horse- 
back, the Lord Scales horse having on his chafron, 
a long spear pike of steel ; and as the two cham- 
pions coped together, the same hoi'se thrust his 
pike into the nostrils of the Bastard*s horse, so that 
for very pain he mounted so high that he fell on 
the one side with his master, and the Lord Scales 
rode about him with his sword drawn, till the king 
commanded the marshal to help up the Bastard, 
who said, I cannot hold me by the clouds ; for 
though my horse h.\\ me, I will not fail an en- 
counter companion ; but the king would not suffer 
them to do any more that day. 

The next morrow they came into the lists on foot 
with two pole-axes, and fought valiantly ; but at 
the last the point of the pole-axe of tlie Lord Scales 
entered into the side of the Bastard's helm, and by 
force might have placed him on his knees ; but the 
king cast down his warder, and the marshal severed 
them. The Bastard required that he might per- 
form his enterprise ; but the king gave judgment 
as the Bastaiti relinquished his challenge, &.c. 
And this may suffice for jousts in Smithfield. 

Now to return through Giltspur street by New- 
gate, where I first began, there standeth the fair 
parish-church called §U Sepulchers in the Bayly, 
or by Chamberlain gate, in a fair churchyard, 
though not so large as of old time, for the same is 
letten out for buildings and a garden-plot. 

This church was newly re-edified or built 
about the reign of Henry VI. or of Edward IV. 
One of the Pophames was a great builder there, 
namely, of one fair chapel on me south side of the 
choir, as i4)peareth by his arms and other monu- 
ments in Uie glass windows thereof, and also the 
fair porch of the same church towards the south ; 
his image, fair graven in stone, was fixed over the 
said porch, but defaced and beaten down ; his title 
by offices was this. Chancellor of Normandy, Cap- 
tain of Vemoyle, Pearch, Susan, and Bayon, 
and treasurer of the king's l.ousehold : he died 
rich, leaving great treasure of strange coins, 
and was buried in the Charterhouse church by 
West Smithfield. The first nobilitating of these 
Pophames was by Matilda the empress, daughter to 
Henry I., and by Henry her son : one Puphame, 

§entleman, of very fair lands in Southamptonshire, 
ied without issue male, about Henry VI., and 
leaving four daiighters, they were married to Fos- 
tar, Barentine, Wodham, and Hamden. Popham 
Deane (distant three miles from Clarendon, and 
three miles from Mortisham) was sometime the 
chief lordship or manor-house of these Pophames. 

There lie buried in this church, William Andrew, 
Stephen Clamparde, Lawrence Warcam, John 
Dagworth, William Porter, Robert Scarlet, es- 
quires. 

Next to this church is a fair and Uurge inn for 
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receipt of travellers, and hath to sign the Sarasen's 
head. 

There lieth a street from Newgate west to the 
end of Tumagaine lane, and winding north to Old- 
borne conduit. This conduit by Oldbome cross was 
first built 1498. Thomasui, widow to John Perci- 
val, mayor, gave to the second making thereof 
twenty marks, Richard Shore ten pounds. Thomas 
Knesworth and others also did give towards it. 

But of late a new conduit was there built in place 
of the old, namely, in the year 1577> by William 
Lamb, sometime a gentleman of the chapel to King 
Henry VIII., and afterward a citizen and cloth- 
worker of London ; the water thereof he caused to 
be conveyed in lead, from divers springs to one 
head, and from thence to the said conduit, and 
waste of one cock at Oldbome bridge, more than 
two thousand yards in length ; all of which was by 
him performed at his own charges, amounting to 
the sum of fifteen hundred pounds. 

From the west side of this conduit is the high 
way, there called Snor hill ; it stretcheth out by Old- 
bome bridge over the oft-named water of Turmill 
brook, and so up to Oldbome hill, all replenished 
with fair building. 

Without 01dl:^me bridge, on the right hand, is 
Gold lane, as is before shown ; up higher on the 
hill be certain inns, and other fair buildings, 
amongst the which of old time was a messuage 
called Scropes inn, for so I find the same recorded 
in the 37th of Henry VI. 

This house was sometime letten out to serjeants- 
at-the-law, as appeareth, and was found by inquisi- 
tion taken in the Guild hall of London, before 
William Purchase, mayor, and escheator for the 
kmg, Henry VII., in Uie Nth of his reign, after 
the death of John Lord Scrope, that he died de- 
ceased in his demesne of fee, bv the feoffment of 
Guy Fairfax, knight, one of the king's justices, 
made in the 9th of the same king, unto the said 
John Scrope, knight, Lord Scrope of Bolton, and Ro- 
bert Wingfield, esquire, of one house or tenement, 
late called Sergeants' inn, situate against the church 
of St Andrew in Oldbome, in the city of London, 
with two gardens and two messuages to the same 
tenement belonging in the said city, to hol4 in bur- 
gage, valued by the year in all reprises ten shil- 
lings. 

Then is the bishop of Elie's inn *, so called of 
belonging and pertaining to the bidiops of Elye. 
William de Luda, bishop of Elye, deceased 1297, 
gave this house by the name of his manor, with the 
appurtenances in Oldbome, to his successors, with 
condition his next successor should pay one thou- 
sand marks to the finding of three chaplains in the 
chapel there. More, John Hotham, bishop of Elie, 
did give by the name of six messuages, two cellars, 
and forty acres of land, in the suburbs of London, 
in the parish of St. Andrew in Oldbome, to the 
prior and convent of Elie, as appeareth hy patent, 
the 9th of Edward III. : this man was bishop of 
Ely twenty years, and deceased 1336. 

Thomas Arundell, bishop of Elie, beautifully 
built of new his palace at Elie, and likewise his 
manors in divers places, especially this in Oldbome, 
which he did not only repair, but rather new-built, 
and augmented it wiib. a large port, gate-house, or 

• (« Commonly called Ely place."— 1«< edition, p. S2S. 



front, towards the street or highway ; his arms are 
yet to be discerned in the stone-work thereof : he 
sat bishop of Elie fourteen years, and was trans- 
lated to X orke *. 

In this house, for the large and commodioos 
rooms thereof, divers great and solemn feasts have 
been kept, especially by the seijeants-at-the-law, 
whereof twain are to be noted for posterity. 

The first in the year 1464, the 4th of Edward 
IV., in Michaelmas term, the serjeants-at-law held 
their feast in this house, to the which, amongst 
other estates, Matthew Phillip, mayor of London, 
with the aldermen, sheriffs, and commons, of divas 
crafts, being invited, did repair ; but when the 
mayor looked to keep the state in the hall, as it had 
becoi used in all places within the city and liberties 
(out of the king's presence), the Lord Gray of 
Ruthen, then lord treasurer of England, unwit- 
ting the Serjeants, and against their wills (as they 
said), was first placed ; whereupon the mayor, 
aldermen, and commons, departed home, and the 
mayor made the aldermen to dine with him ; how- 
belt he and afl the citizens were wonderfully dis- 
pleased, that he was so dealt with ; and the new 
serieants and others were right sorry therefore, 
and had rather then much good (as they said) it 
had not so happened. 

One other feast was likewise there kept in the 
year 1531, the 23d of King Henry VIII. : the Ser- 
jeants then made were in number eleven ; namely, 
Thomas Audeley, Walter Luke, I. Bawdwme, 
I. Hinde, Christopher Jennie, John Dowsell, Ed- 
ward Mervine, Edmond Knightlev, Roger Cbomley, 
Edward Montague, and Rotot Yoriie. 

These also held their feast in this Elye house for 
five days, to wit, Friday the l(Hh of November, 
Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday. On 
Monday (which was their principal day) King 
Henry and Queen Katherine dined there (bat in 
two chambers), and the foreign ambassadors in a 
third chamber. In the hall, at the high table, sat 
Sir Nicholas Lambard, Mayor of London, the judges, 
the barons of the exchequer, with certain aldennen 
of the city. At the board on the south side sat the 
master of the rolls, the master of the chancery, and 
worshipful citizens. On the north side of the hall 
certain aldermen began the board, and then fol- 
lowed merchants of tne city ; in the cloister, dia- 
pel, and gallery, knights, esquires, and gentlemen, 
were placed ; in the halls the crafts of London ; the 
Berjeants-of-law and their wivee^ kept in their own 
chambers. 

It were tedious to set down the preparation of 
fish, fiesh, and other victuals, spent in this feast, 
and would seem almost incredible, and, as to me it 
seemeth, wanted little of a feast at a ooronation ; 
nevertheless, a little I will touch, for declaration of 

* Holinshed haa recorded a fact, which to thota who only 
know Ely place, aa it now exists, appears somewhat apocry- 
phal ; namely, the excellency of the stnwheniaa cultivated in 
the garden there hy Bishop Morton, and UUm ua that the 
Duke of Gloucester, afterwards Richard III., at the Council 
held in the Tower on the morning he pnt Hastings to death, 
requested a dish of them from the hishop,— aa efliDctiTe inci- 
dent which has not escaped Shakspere-' 

" My Lord of Ely, when I was last In Holbora 
I saw good strawberries in your garden there, 
I do beseech you send for some of tltem.** 
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the change of prices. There were brought to the 
alauehter-hoiise twenty-four great beefs at twenty- 
six sniUings and eight pence the piece from the 
shambles, one carcass of an ox at twenty-four shil- 
lings, one hundred fat muttons, two shillings and 
ten pence the piece, iifty-one great veals at four 
shillings and eight pence the piece, thirty-four 
porks three shillings and eight pence the piece, 
ninety-one pigs, sixpence the piece, capons of grese, 
of one poulter (for they had three) ten dozens at 
twenty pence the piece, capons of Kent, nine dozens 
and six at twelve pence the piece, capons coarse, 
nineteen dozen at six pence the piece, cocks of grose, 
seven dozen and nine at eight pence the piece, cocks 
coarse, fourteen dozen and eight at three pence 
the piece, pullets, the best, two pence halfpenny, 
other pullets two pence, pigeons thirty-seven dozen 
at ten pence the dozen, swans fourteen dozen, larks 
three hundred and forty dozen at five pence the 
dozen, &c. Edward Nevill was seneschal or steward, 
Thomas Ratcliffe, comptroller, Thomas Wildon, 
clerk of the kitchen. 

Next beyond this manor of Ely house is Lither 
lane, turning into the field. Then is Fumivalles 
inn, now an mn of chancery, but sometime belong- 
ing to Sir William Fumivall, knight, and Thomesin 
hb wife, who had in Oldborne two messuages and 
thirteen shops, as appeareth by record of Richard 
II., in the 6th of his reign. 

Then is the Earl of Bathes inn, now called Bath 
place, of late for the most part new built, and so to 
the bars. 

Now again, from Newgate, on the left hand, or 
south side, lieth the Old Bailey, which runneth 
down by the wall upon the ditch of the city, called 
Houndes ditch, to Ludgate. I have not read how 
this street took that name, but is like to have risen 
of some court, of old time there kept ; and I find, 
that in the year 1356, the 34th of Edward III., the 
toiement and ground upon Houndes ditch, between 
Ludgate on the south, and Newgate on the north, 
was appointed to John Cambridge, fishmonger, 
Chamberiain of London, whereby it seemeth that 
the chamberlains of London have there kept their 
courts, as now they do by the Guildhall, and till this 
day the mayor and justices of this city kept their 
sessions in a part thereof, now called the Sessions 
hall, both for the city of London and shire of Mid- 
dlesex. Over against the which house, on the 
r^ht band, tumeth down St. George's lane towards 
Fleet lane. 

In this St. George's lane, on the north side 
^ereof/remaineth yet an old wall of stone, enclosing 
a piece of ground up Seacole lane, wherein by 
report sometime stood an inn of cliancery ; which 
hinise being greatly decayed, and standing remote 
from other houses of that profession, the company 
removed to a common hostelry, called of the sign 
Our Lady inn, not iar from Clement's inn, which 
they procured from Sir John Fineox, lord chief 
justice of the king's bench, and since have held it 
of the owners by the name of the New inn, paying 
therefore six pounds rent by the year, as tenants at 
their own will, for more (as is said) cannot be 
gotten of* them, and much less will they be put 
from it. Beneath this St George's lane, the lane 
called Fleet lane, winding south by the prison of 
the Fleet into Fleet street by Fleet bridge. Lower 
down /n the Old Bayly \a at this present a standard 



of timber, with a cock or cocks, delivering fair 
spring water to the inhabitants, and is the waste of 
the water serving the prisoners in Ludgate. 

Next out of the high street tumeth down a lane 
called the Little Bayly, which runneth down to the 
east end of St. George's lane. The next is Seacole 
lane, I think called Limebumer's lane, of burning 
lime there with seacole. For I read in record of 
such a lane to have been in the parish of St. Sepul- 
cher, and there yet remaineth in this lane an alley 
called Limebumer's alley. Near unto this Seacoale 
Jane, in the turning towards Oldborne conduit is 
Tumagain lane, or rather, as in a record of the 5th 
of Edward III., Windagain lane, for that it goeth 
down west to Fleet dike, from whence men must 
turn again the same way they came, for there it 
stopped. Then the high street tumeth down 
Snore hill to Oldborne conduit, and from thence to 
Oldborne bridge, beyond the which bridge, on the 
left hand, is Shoe lane, by the which men pass from 
Oldborne to Fleet street, by the conduit there. In 
this Shoe lane, on the left hand, is one old house 
called Oldborne hall, it is now letten out into 
divers tenements. 

On the other side, at the very comer, standeth 
the ^parish church of St. Andrew, in the which 
church, or near thereunto, was sometime kept a 
grammar school, as appeareth in another place by 
a patent made, as I have shown, for the erection of 
schools. There be monuments in this church of 
Thomas Lord Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton, 
buried 1550 ; Raph Rokeby of Lincoln's inn, es- 
quire. Master of St. Katherine's and one of the 
masters of requests to the queen's majesty, who 
deceased the 14th of June, 1596. He gave by his 
testament to Christ's Hospital in London one hun- 
dred pounds, to the college of the poor of Queeii 
Elizabeth in East Greenwich one hundred pounds, 
to the poor scholars in Cambridge one hundred 
pounds, to the poor scholars in Oxford one hundred 
pounds, to the prisoners in the two compters in 
London two hundred pounds, to the prisoners in 
the Fleet one hundred pounds, to the prisoners in 
Ludgate one hundred pounds, to the prisoners in 
Newgate one hundred pounds, to the prisoners in 
the King's Bench one hundred pounds, to the pri- 
soners in the Marshalsea one hundred pounds, to 
the prisoners in the White Lion twenty pounds, to 
the poor of St Katherine's twenty pounds, and to 
every brother and sister there forty shillings ; 
William Sydnam founded a chantry there. There 
was also of old time (as I have read in the 3d of 
Henry V.) an hospital for the poor, which was a cell 
to the house of Cluny in France, and was, there- 
fore, suppressed among the priories aliens. 

From this church of St Andrew, up Oldborne 
hill be divers fair built houses, amongst the which, 
on the left hand, there standeth three inns of Chan- 
cery, whereof the first adjoining imto Crookhom 
alley is called Thaves inn, and standeth opposite, or 
over against the said Ely house. Then is Fewter 
lane, v^ich stretcheth south into Fleet street, by 
the east *end of St Dunstone's church, and is so 
called of Fewters' * (or idle people) l}*ing there, as 
in a way leading to gardens ; but Uie stole is now 

* Pewters, idle people, probably from the old French Pau- 
tier, which Roquefort, Glouaira dt la Langut Romanr^ dsRnee 
" Crimiful Coupable," or from PatUUur, " rempU dt iifamh 
et de mauvaisei kabitudM." 
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of latter years on both sides built through with 
many fair houses. 

Beyond this Fewter lane is Barnard's inn, aliat 
Mackworth's inn, which is of Chancery, belonging 
to the dean and chapter of Lincolne, as saith the 
record of Henry YI., the 32d of his reign, and was 
founded by inquisition in the Guildhall of London, 
before John Norman, mayor, the king's escheator ; 
the jury said, that it was not hurtful for the king to 
license T. Atkens, citizen of London, and one of the 
executors to John Mackeworth, Dean of Lincoln, 
to give one messuage in Holbom in London, with 
the appurtenances called Mackeworth's inn, but 
now commonly known by the name of Barnardes 
inn, to the dean and chapter of Lincolne, to find 
one sufficient chaplain to celebrate Divine service 
in the chapel of St. George, in the cathedral church 
of Lincoln, where the body of the said John is 
buried, to have and to hold the said messuage to the 
SMd dean and chapter, and to their successors for 
ever, in part of satisfaction of twenty pounds lands 
and rents, which Edward III. licensed the said 
dean and chapter to purchase to their own use, 
either of their own fee or tenor, or of any other, so 
the lands were not holden of the king in capUe, 

Then is Staple inn, also of Chancery, but whereof 
so named I am ignorant ; the same of late is for a 
great part thereof fair built, and not a little aug- 
mented. And then at the bar endeth this wani 
without Newgate. 

Without Ludgate, on the right hand, or north 
side from the said gate lieth the Old Bayly, as I 
said, then the high street called Ludeate hill down 
to Fleet lane, in which lane standetn the Fleet, a 
prison house so called of the Fleet or water run- 
ning by it, and sometime flowing about it, but now 
vaulted over. 

I read that Richard I., in the 1st of his reign, 
confirmed to Osbert, brother to William Long- 
shampe. Chancellor of England and elect of Elie, 
and to his heirs for ever, the custody of his house 
or palace at Westminster, with the keeping of his 
gaol of the Fleet at London ; also King John, by 
his patent, dated the 3d of his reign, gave to the 
Archdeacon of Welles, the custody of the said king's 
house at Westminster, and of his e;aol of the Fleet, 
together with the wardship of the daughter and 
heir of Robert Loveland, &c. Then is Fleet 
bridge pitched over the said water, whereof I have 
spoken in another place. 

Then also against the south end of Shoe lane 
standeth a fair water-conduit, whereof William 
Eastfield, sometime mayor, was founder ; for the 
mayor and commonalty of London being possessed 
of a conduit head, with divers springs of water 
gathered thereinto in the parish of Padington, and 
the water conveyed from thence by pipes of lead 
towards London unto Teybome ; where it had lain 
by the space of six years or more ; the executors 
of Sir William Eastfield obtained licence of the 
mayor and commonalty for them, in the year 1453, 
with the goods of Sir William to convey the said 
waters, first in pipes of lead into a pipe begun to 
be laid besides the great conduit head at Maribone, 
which stretchcth from thence unto a scparall, late 
before made against the chapel of Rounsevall by 
Charing cross, and no further, and then from thence 
to convey the said water into the city, and there to 
make receipt or receipts for the same unto the 



common weal of the conmionalty, to wit, the poor 
to drink, the rich to dress their meats ; which 
water was by them brought thus into Fleet street 
to a standard, which they had made and finished 

1471. 

The inhabitants uf Fleet street, in the year 1478, 
obtained licence of the mayor, aldermen, and com- 
monalty, to make at their own charges two cisterns, 
the one to be set at the said standard, the other at 
Fleet bridge, for the receipt of the waste water ; 
this cistern at the standard they built, and on the 
same a fair tower of stone, garnished with images of 
St. Christopher on the top, and angels round about 
lower down, with sweet soundine bells before them, 
whereupon, by an engine placed in the tower, they 
divers hours of the day and night chimed such an 
h^Tnn as was appointed. 

This Conduit, or standard, was again new built 
with a larger cistern, at the charges of the city, in 
the year 1582. 

From this Conduit up to Fewtars lane, and fur- 
ther, is the parish church of St. Dunstan called in 
the West (for difference from St. Dunstan in the 
East), where lietn buried T. Duke, skinner, in St. 
Katherin's chapel by him built, 1421 ; Nicholas 
Coningstone, John Knape, and other, founded chan- 
tries were ; Ralph Bane, Bishop of Coventrie and 
Lichfield, 1559, and other. 

Next beyond this church is Clifford's inn, some- 
time belonging to Robert Clifford, by gift of Ed- 
ward II. in these words : '* The king granteth to 
Robert Clifford that messuage, with the appur- 
tenances, next the church of St. Dunstane in the 
West, in the suburbs of London, which messuage 
was sometime Malculines de Herley, and came to 
the hands of Edward 1., by reason of certaine debts 
which the said Malculine was bound at the time of 
his death to our sayde father, from the time that 
hee was escaetor on this side Trent ; which house 
John, Earle of Richmount, did holde of our plea- 
sure, and is now in our possession." — Patent, the 
3rd of Edward II. After the death of thb Robert 
Clifford, Isabel, his wife, let the same messuage to 
students of the law, as by the record following may 
appear : — 

" laabd qucB fuU uxor Boberti Clifford, Mettwtgiwm 
unipatiitufn, quod Roberiua Qiff<ndkahuii in parodiia 
tei, Dunttonis West, in «tt6ttr6to Londini, S[c,, tenuU, 
et Ulud dUnisU pott mortem diet, JRoberti, Apprentimi 
de banco, pro x, li, annuatium, jfo. Anno 18 Eduardi 
Tertii, inquiaUio poet mortem Boberti QiffbrdJ* 

This house hath since fallen into the kine's 
hands, as I have heard, but returned again to uie 
Cliffordes, and is now let to the said students for 
four pounds by the year. 

Somewhat beyond this Clifforde's inn is the 
south end of New street (or Chancelar lane), on 
the right hand whereof is Sergeantes' inn call^ in 
Chauncery lane. And then next was sometime the 
house of the converted Jewes, founded by King 
Henry III., in place of a Jewe's house to him for- 
feited, in the year 1233, and the 17th of his reign, 
who built there for them a fair church now used, 
and called the chapel for the custody of the RoUes 
and Records of Chancerie. It standeth not far 
from the Old Temple, but in the midway between 
the Old Temple and the New, in the which house 
all such Jewes and infidels, as were converted to 
the Christian faith, were ordained and appointed, 
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under an honest rule of life, sufficient maintenance, 
whereby it came to paas, that in short time there 
were gathered a great number of converts, which 
were bi^tized, instructed in the doctrine of Christ, 
and there lived under a learned Christian appointed 
to govern them ; since the which time, to wit, in 
the year 1290, all the Jews in England were ba- 
nished out of the realm, whereby the number of 
converts in this place was decayed: and, therefore, 
in the year IS??^ this house was annexed* by patent 
to William Burstall Clearke, custoe rotulorum, or 
keeper of the Rolles of the Chauncerie, by Ed- 
ward III., in the 5th year of his reign ; and this 
first Master of the Rolles was sworn in Westmin- 
ster hall, at the table of marble stone ; since the 
which time, that house hath been commonly called 
the Rolles in Chancerie lane. 

Notwithstanding such of the Jewes, or other in- 
fidels, as have in this realm been converted to 
Christianity, and baptized, have been relieved 
there ; for I find in record that one William Piers, 
a Jew that became a Christian, was baptized in the 
fifth of Richard II., and liad two-pence the day 
allowed him during lUs life by the said king. 

On the west side was sometime a house pertain- 
ing to the prior of Necton Parke, a house of canons 
in Lincolnshire ; this was commonly called Here- 
flete inn, and was a brewhouse, but now lair built 
for the five deriu of the Chancerie, and standeth 
over against the said house called the Rolles, and 
near unto the lane which now entereth Pickets 
croft, or Pickets field. Then is Shere lane, opening 
also into Buckets field, hard by the bars. 

On this north side of Fleet street, in the year of 
Christ 1595, 1 observed, that when the labourers 
had broken up the pavement, from agunst Chan- 
cerie lane's end up towards St. Dunston's church, 
and had digged four feet deep, they found one 
other pavement of hard stone, more sufficient than 
the fint, and, therefore, harder to be broken, un- 
der the which they found in the made ground, 
piles of Umber driven very thick, and almost close 
together, the same being as black as pitch or coal, 
and many of them rotten as earth, which proveth 
that the ground there (as sundry other places of 
the city) have been a marish, or foil of springs.* 

On the south side from Ludgate, before the wall 
of the city, be fair built houses to Pleete bridge, on 
the which bridge a cistern for receipt of spring 
water was made by the men of Pleet street, but the 
waterco u r s e is decayed, and not restored. 

Next is Bride lane, and therein Bridewell, of old 
time the king's house, for the kings of this realm 
have been there lodged ; and till the ninth of 
Henrf III. the courts were kept in the king's 
house, wheresoever he was lodged, as may appear 
by ancient records, whereof I have seen many, but 
lor example set forth one in the Chapter of Towers 
and Castles. ' 

King Henry VIII. built there a stately and 
beai^nil house of new, for receipt of the Emperor 

* The annexation of thii estate to the Maatership of the 
RoDa hsvlng been found to atand in the way of certain public 
hnyrowmenta. Parliament interfered in the year 1837, and 
by itatnte 7 William IV. and 1 Vict. c. 116, vested the Rolls' 
estate in the Crown, settling upon the Master of the Rolls 
an aanoal income of seven thousand pounds, in lieu of all 
peeimlary flnea and rente received by him. 



Charles V., who, in the year of Christ 1522, was 
lodged himself at the Blacke Priers, but his nobles 
in this new built Bridewell, a gallery being made 
out of the house over the water, and through the 
wall of the city, into the emperor's lodging at the 
Blacke Friers. King Henry himself oftentimes 
lodged there also, as, namely, in the year 1525, a 
pai^ament being then holden in the Black Friers, 
he created estates of nobility there, to wit, Henry 
Fitz Roy, a child (which he had by Elizabeth 
Blunt) to be Earl of Nottingham, Duke of Rich- 
mond and of Somerset, Lieutenant General from 
Trent northward. Warden of the East, Middle, and 
West Marches for anenst Scotland ; Henry Court- 
ney, Earl of Devonshire, cousin-german to the 
king, to be marquis of Exeter ; Henry Brandon, 
a child of two years old, son to the Earl of Suffolke, 
to be Eari of Lincolne ; Sir Thomas Mannars, 
Lord Rose, to be Earl of Rutland ; Sir Henry 
Clifford, to be Earl of Cumberland; Sir Robert 
Ratcliffe, to be Viscount Fitzwater ; and Sir Thomas 
Boloine, treasurer of the king's household, to be 
Viscount Rochford. 

In the year 1528, Cardinal Campeius was brought 
to the king's presence, being then at Bridewell, 
whither he had called all his nobility, judges, and 
councillors, &c. And there, the 8th of November, 
in his great chamber, he made unto them an ora- 
tion touching his marriage with Queen Katheren, 
as ye may read in Edward Hall. 

In the year 1529, the same King Henrie and 
Queen Katherine were lodged there, whilst the 
question of their marriage was argued in the 
Blacke Friers, &c. 

But now you shall hear how this house became a 
house of correction. In the year 1553, the 7th of 
King Edward VI., the 10th of April, Sir George 
Baron, being mayor of this city, was sent for to the 
court at Whitehall, and there at that time the king 
gave unto him for the commonalty and citizens to 
be a workhouse for the poor and idle persons of 
the city, his house of Bridewell, and seven hundred 
marks land, late of the possessions of the house of 
the Savoy, and all the bedding and other furniture 
of the said hospital of the Savoy, towards the main- 
tenance of the said workhouse of Bridewell, and 
the hospital of St. Thomas in Southwark. 

This gift King Edward confirmed by his charter, 
dated the 26th of June next following ; and in the 
year 1555, in the month of February, Sir William 
Gerarde, mayor, and the aldermen entered Brid- 
well, and took possession thereof according to the 
gift of the said King Edward, the same being con- 
firmed by Queen Mary. 

The Bishop of St. David's had his inn over against 
the north side of this Bridwell, as I have said. 

Then is the parish church of St. Bridges, or 
Bride, of old time a small thing, which now re- 
maineth to be the choir, but since increased with a 
Urge body and side aisles towards the west, at the 
charges of William Venor, esquire, warden of the 
Fleet, about the year 1480, all which he caused to 
be wrought about in the stone in the figure of a 
vine with grapes, and leaves, &c. The partition 
betwixt the old work and the new, sometime pre- 
pared as a screen to be set up in the hall of the 
Duke of Somerset's house at Strand, was bought 
for eight score pounds, and set up in the year 155? ; 
one wilful body began to spoil and break the same 

l2 
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in the year 1596, but was by the high cominis- 
sioners forced to make it up again, and so it reat- 
eth. John Ulsthorpe, William Evesham, John 
Wigan, and other, founded chantries there. 

The next is Salisburie court, a place so called for 
that it belonged to the Bishops of Salisburie, and 
was their inn, or London house, at such time as 
they were summoned to come to the parliament, or 
came for other business ; it hath of late time been 
the dwelling, first of Sir Richard Sackvile, and now 
of Sir Thomas Sackvile his son. Baron of Buck- 
hurst, Lord Treasurer, who hath greatly enlarged 
it with stately buildings. 

Then is Water lane, running down, by the west side 
of a house called the Hanging Sword, to the Thames. 

Then was the White Friers* church, called Fra- 
trtt beatcB Marias de MonU Carmdi, first founded 
(saith John Bale) by Sir Richard Gray, knight, 
ancestor to the Lord Gray Codnor, in the year 
1241. King Edward I. gave to the prior and bre- 
thren of that house a plot of ground in Fleete 
street, whereupon to build their house, which was 
since re-edified or new built, by Hugh Courtney, 
Earl of Devonshire, about the year 1350, the 24th 
of Edward III. John Lutken, mayor of London, 
and the commonalty of the city, granted a lane 
called Crockers lane, reaching from Fleet street to 
the Thames, to build in the west end of that 
church. Sir Robert Knoles, knight, was a great 
builder there also, in the reign of Richard II., and 
of Henr}' IV. ; he deceased at lus manor of Scone 
Thorpe, in Norffolke, in the year 1407) and was 
brought to London, and honourably buried by the 
Lady Constance his wife, in the body of the said 
White Friers' church, which he had newly built. 

Robert Marshall, Bishop of Hereford, built the 
choir, presbytery, steeple, and many other parts, 
and was there biuried, about the year 1420. There 
were buried also in the new choir. Sir John Mow- 
bery. Earl of Nottingham, 1398 ; Sir Edwarde 
Cortney ; Sir Hugh Montgomerie, and Sir John his 
brother; John Wolle, son to Sir John Wolle; 
Thomas Bayholt, esquire ; Elizabeth, Countess of 
Athole ; Dame Johan, wife to Sir Thomas Say of 
Alden ; Sir Pence Castle, Baron ; John, Lord 
Gray, son to i^eginald, Lord Gray of Wilton, 1418 ; 
Sir John Ludlow, knight ; Sir Richard Derois, 
knight ; Richarde Gray, knight ; John Ashley, 
knight ; Robert Bristow, esquire ; Thomas Perry, 
esquire ; Robert Tempest, esquire ; William Call ; 
William Neddow. 

In the old choir were buried : Dame Margaret, 
&o. ; Eleanor Gristles ; Sir John Browne, Imight, 
and John his son and heir ; Sir Simon de Berforde, 
knight ; Peter Wigus, esquire ; Robert Mathew, 
esquire ; Sir John Skargell, kn^ht ; Sir Jolm 
Norice, knight ; Sir Geffrey Roose, knight ; Ma- 
thew Hadocke, esquire ; William Clarell, esquire ; 
John Aprichard, esquire ; William Wentworth, 
esquire ; Thomas Wicham, esquire ; Sir Terwit, 
knight ; Sir Stephen Popham, knight ; Bastard de 
Scales ; Henrie Blunt, esquire ; Elizabeth Blunt ; 
John Swan, esquire ; Alice Foster, one of the heirs 
of Sir Stephen Popham ; Sir Robert Brocket, 
knight ; John Drayton, esquire ; John, son to 
Robert Chanlowes, and his daughter Katherine ; 
John Salvin, William Hampton, John Bampton, 
John Winter, Esmond Oldhall, William Apple- 
^-ard, Thomas Dabby, esquires ; Sir Hugh Court- 



ney, knight ; John Drury, son to Robert Drurie ; 
Elizabeu Gemersey, gentlewoman ; Sir Thomas 
Townsend, knight ; Sir Richarde Greene, knight ; 
William Soot, esquire ; Thomas Federinghey, I. 
Fulforde, esquire ; Edward Eldsmere, gentleman ; 
W. Hart, gentleman ; Dame Mary Senclare, 
daughter to Sir Thomas Talbot, knight ; Ancher, 
esquire ; Sir William Moris, knight, and Dame 
Christian his wife ; Sir Peter de Mota, knight ; 
Richard Hewton, esquire ; Sir I. Heron, knight ; 
Richard Eton, esquire ; Hugh Stapleton, gentle- 
man ; William Copley, gentleman ; Sir Ralph 
Saintowcn, knight ; Sir Hugh Brumeflete, knight ; 
Lord Vessey, principal founder of that order, the 
6th of Edward IV., &c. 

This house was valued at 621. ^t. 3ef., and was 
surrendered the 10th of November, the 30th of 
Henry Vin. 

In place of this Friers* church be now many lair 
houses built, lodgings for noblemen and others. 

Then is the Sargeants' inn, so called, for that 
divers judges and sargeants at the law keep a com- 
mons, and are lodged there in term time. 

Next Lb the New Temple, so called because the 
Templars, before the building of this house, had 
their Temple in Oldbome. This house was founded 
by the Knights Templars in England, in the reign 
of Henry II., and the same was dedicated to God 
and our blessed Lady, by Heraclius, Patriarch of 
the church called the Holy Resurrection in Jeru- 
salem, in the year of Christ, 1 185. 

These Knights Templars took ^heir beginning 
about the year 1118*, in manner following. Cer- 
tain noblemen, horsemen, religiously bent, bound 
by vow themselves in the han£ of the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem, to serve Christ after the manner of 
regular canons in chastity and obedience, and to 
renounce their own proper wills for ever ; the first 
of which order were Hugh Paganus, and Geffrey 
de S. Andromare. And whereas at the first they 
had no certain habitation, Baldwin, king of Jeru- 
salem, granted unto them a dwelling place in his 
palace by the Temple, and the canons of the same 
Temple gave them the street thereby to build 
therein their houses of office, and the patriarch, 
the king, the nobles, and prelates gave unto them 
certain revenues out of their lordships. 

Their first profession was for safeguard of the 
pilgrims coming to visit the sepulchre, and to keep 
the liighways against the lying in wait of thieves, 
&c. About ten years after they had a rule ap- 
pointed unto them, and a white habit, by Honorius 
II. then Pope ; and whereas they had but nine in 
number, they began to increase greatly. After- 
ward, in Pope Eugenius* time, they bare crosses of 
red cloth on their uppermost garments, to be known 
from others ; and in short time, becMise they had 
their first mansion hard by the Temple of our Lord 
in Jerusalem, they were called Knights of the 
Temple. 

Many noble men in all parts of Christendom, 
became brethren of this order, and built for them- 
selves temples in every city or great town in £ng- 

* In addition to the works mentioned in a preceding note 
(page 124), as containing the history of this once powerfyil 
order, Uiere has since appeared in this coantiy a haadsomelj 
illustrated worl^ upon the subject, entitled " Tkt Knifkia 
Temptars," called forth, it is sUted, bjr the extensive restova- 
tions which the Temple chnrch is at present undergoing. 
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Und, but this at London was their chief house, 
which they built after the form of the temple near 
to the sepulchre of our Lord at Jerusalem ; they 
had also other temples in Cambridge*, Bristow, 
Canterbury, Dover, Wan^ickf. This Temple in 
London, was often made a storehouse of men's 
treasure, I mean such as feared the spoil thereof 
in other places. 

Matthew Paris noteth, that in the year 1232, 
Hubert de Burgh, Earl of Kent, being prisoner in 
the Tower of London, the king was informed that 
he had much treasure laid up in this New Temple, 
under the custody of the Templars ; whereupon he 
sent for the master of the Temple, and examined 
him straitly, who confessed that money being 
delivered unto hiin and his brethren to be kept, he 
knew nut how much there was of it ; the king de- 
manded to have the same delivered, but it was 
answered, that the money being committed unto 
their trust, could not be delivered without the 
licence of him that committed it to ecclesiastical 
protection, whereupon the king sent his Treasurer 
and Justiciar of the Exchequer unto Hubert, to re- 
quire him to resign the..-money wholly into his 
hands, who answered that he would gladly submit 
himself, and all his, unto the king's pleasure ; and 
thereupon desired the knights of the Temple, in his 
behalf, to present all the keys unto the king, to do 
his pleasure with the goods which he had com- 
mitted imto them. Then the king commanded the 
money to be faithfully told and laid up in his trea- 
sury, by inventory, wherein was found (besides 
ready money) veasels of gold and silver unpriceable, 
and many precious stones, which would make all 
men wonder if they knew the worth of them. 

This Temple was again dedicated 1240, belike 
also newly re-edified then. 

These Templars at this time were in so great 
glory, that they entertained the nobility, foreign 
ambassadors, and the prince himself very often, 
insomuch that Mathew Paris crieth out on them 
for their pride i, who being at the first so poor, as 
they had but one horse to serve two of them, (in 
token whereof they gave in their seal two men 
riding of one horse,) yet suddenly they waxed so 
insolent, that they disdained other orders, and 
sorted themselves with noUemen. 
. King Edward I. in the year 1283, taking with 
Inm Ilobert Waleran, and other, came to the Tem- 
ple, where calling for the keeper of tho treasure 
iK^se, as if he meant to see his mother's jewels, 
that were laid up there to be safely kept, he en- 
tered into the house, breaking the coffers of certain 

• Matthew Paris. 

f *' And others in other places."— Ul edition, p. 325. 

I The pride of the Templars was proverbial, and is well 
iDustrated by the following anecdote, told by Camden in his 
lUmaimf p. 226, ed. 1629. 

" One Fulke, a Frenchman, of great opinion for his 
bolinesse, told this King Richard that he kept with him 
three daughters, that would procure him the wrath of God, 
if he did not shortly ridde himself of them. — ' Why hypo- 
crite (quoth the king), all the world knoweth that I never had 
elrild.' ' Tea. (said Fulke) you have as I said three, and 
their names are Pride, Covetousnesse, and Lechery.' ' Is it 
so (sakl the king), you shall see me presently bestow them ; 
the Knights Templars shall have Pride ; the white monkes 
Coretousnesse ; and the dergie, Lechery; and there have 
yoa my three daughters bestowed among you.' " 



persons that had likewise brought their money 
thither, and he took away from thence to the value 
of a thousand pounds. 

Many parliaments and great councils have been 
there kept, as may appear bv our histories. In 
the year 1308, all the Templars in England, as 
also in other parts of Christendom, were appre- 
hended and committed to divers prisons. In 1310, 
a provincial council was holden at London, against 
the Templars in England, upon heresy and other 
articles whereof they were accused, but denied all 
except one or two of them, notwidistanding they 
all did confess that they could not purge themselves 
fully as faultless, and so they were condemned to 
perpetual {lenance in several monasteries, where 
they behaved themselves modestly. 

Philip, king of France, procured their overthrow 
throughout the whole world, and caused them to 
be condemned by a general coimcil to his advan- 
tage, as he thought, for he believed to have had all 
their lands in France, and, therefore, seized the 
same in his hands (as I have read), and caused the 
Templars to the number of four and fifty (or after 
Fabian, threescore) to be burned at Paris. 

Edward IL in the year 1313, gave unto Aimer 
de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, the whole place and 
houses called the New Temple at London, with 
the ground called Ficquetes Croft, and all the 
tenements and rents, with the apphrtenances, that 
belonged to the Templars in the city of London 
and suburbs thereof *. 

After Aimer de Valence (sayeth some^ Hugh 
Spencer, usurping the same, held it during his life, 
by whose death it came again to the hands of 
Edward III. ; but in the mean time, to wit, 1324, 
by a council holden at Vienna, all the lands of the 
Templars (lest the same should be put to profane 
uses) were given to the knights hospitalers of the 
order of St John Baptist, called St. John of Jeru- 
salem, which knights had put the Turkes out of 
the Isle of Rhodes, and after won upon the said 
Turkes diuly for a long time. 

The said Edward III., therefore, granted the 
same to the said knights, who possessed it, and in 
the eighteenth year of the said king's reira, were 
forced to repair the bridge of the said Temple. 
These knights had their head house for England 
by West Smithfield, and they in the reign of the 
same Edward III. granted (for a certain rent of 
ten pounds by the year) the said Temple, with the 
appurtenances thereunto adjoining, to the students 
of the common laws of England, m whose posses- 
sion the same hath ever smce remained ; and is 
now divided into two houses of several students, by 
the name of inns of court, to wit, the Inner Tem- 
ple, and the Middle Temple, who kept two several 
halls, but they resort all to the said Temple church, 
in the round walk whereof (which is the west part 
without the choir) there rcmaineth monuments of 
noblemen buried *, to the number of eleven, eight 



• Patent 2 £. 3 Clasc. 18 E. 3. 

t In March 1841, in the progress of the reparation and 
restoration which the Temple church Is now undergoing, the 
important discovery was made of the ancient lead coffins 
containing the bodies of the knights. They do not appear to 
have been buried in their armour. The coffins, some of 
which were six feet eight inches, and some nix feet ten 
inches long, were in a very cwroded state, none of the orna- 
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of them are images of armed knights, five lying 
cross-legged as men vowed to the Holy Land, 
against the infidels and unbelieving Jews ; the 
other three straight-legged ; the rest are coped 
stones all of gray marble ; the first of the cross- 
legged was W. Marshall, the elder Earl of Pem- 
broke, who died 1219 ; Will. Marshall his son, 
earl of Pembroke, was the second, he died, 1231 ; 
and Gilbert Marshall his brother, Earl of Pem- 
broke, slain in a tournament at Hertford, beside 
Ware, in the year 1241. 

After this Robert Rose, otherwise called Fursan, 
being made a Templar in the year 1245, died and 
was buried there, and these are all that I can re- 
member to have read of. Sir Nicholas Hare, Mas- 
ter of the Rolls, was buried there in the year 155?. 

In the year 1381, the rebels of Essex and of 
Kent destroyed and plucked down the houses and 
lodgings of this Temple, took out of the church the 
books and records that were in hutches of the 
apprentices of the law, carried them into the 
streets, and burnt them ; the house they spoiled 
and burnt for wrath that they bare Sir Robert 
Halles, Lord-prior of St. John's in Smithfield ; but 
it was since again at divers times repaired, namely, 
the gate-house of the Middle Temple in the reign 
of Henry VIII., by Sir Amias Paulet, knight, upon 
occasion, as in my Annales I have shown. The 
great hall of the Middle Temple was newly built 
in the year 1572, in the reign of our Queen Eliza- 
beth. 

This Temple church hath a master and four sti- 
pendiary priests, with a clerk : these for the minis- 
tration of Divine service there have stipends al- 
lowed unto them out of the possessions and reve- 
nues of the late hospital and house of St. John's of 
Jerusalem in England, as it had been in the reign 
of Edward VI. ; and thus much for the said new 
Temple, the farthest west part of this ward, and 
also of this city for the liberties thereof ; which 
ward hath an alderman, and his deputies three. 
In Sepulchre's parish, common council six, con- 
stables four, scavengers four, wardmote inquest 
twelve ; St. Bridgetos parish, common councillors 
eight, constables eight, scavengers eight, wardmote 
inquest twenty ; in Sl Andrewes, common council 
two, constables two, scavengers three, wardmote 
inquest twelve. It is taxed to the fifteen at thirty- 
five pounds one shilling *. 

BRIDGE WARDB WITHOUT, THE TWENTY-SIXTH IN 
NUMBER ; CONSISTING OF THE BOROUGH OP SOUTH- 
WARKE, IN THE COUNTY OF SURREY. 

Having treated of wards in London, on the north 
side the Thames (in number twenty-five), I am 
now to cross over the said river into the borough of 
South wark, which is also a ward of London without 
the walls, on the south side thereof, as is Portsoken 
on the east, and Farringdon extra on the west. 

This borough being in the county of Surrey, con- 
sisteth of divers streets, ways, and winding lanes, 
all full of buildings, inhabited ; and, first, to begin 
at the west part thereof, over against the west 
suburb of the city. 

ments upon them being of earlier date than the beginning 
of the thirteenth century. 

* "And in the Exchequer at thirty-four pounds."— I«l 
edition, p. 338. 



On the bank of the river Thames there is now a 
continual building of tenements, about half a mile 
in length to the bridge. Then from the bridge, 
straight towards the south, a continual street, 
called Long Southwark, built on both sides with 
divers lanes and alleys up to St. Greorge's church, 
and beyond it through Blackman street towards 
New town (or Newington) ; the liberties of which 
borough extend almost to the parish church of New 
town aforesaid, distant one mile from London 
Bridge, and also south-west a continual building 
almost to Lambeth, more than one mUe from the 
said bridge. 

Then from the bridge along by the Thames east- 
ward is St. Olave's street, having continual build- 
ing on both the sides, with lanes and alleys, up to 
Battle bridge, to Horsedowne, and towards Rother 
hithe ; also some good half mile in length from 
London bridge. 

So that I account the whole continual buildings 
on the bank of the said river, from the west towards 
the east, to be more than a large mile in length. 

Then have ye, firom the entering towards the 
said Horsedown, one other continual street called 
Bermondes high street, which stretcheth south, 
likewise fumiwed with buildings on boUi sides, 
almost half a mile in length, up to the late dis- 
solved monaster}' of St. Saviour called Bermondsey. 
And from thence is one Long lane (so called of the 
length), turning west to St George's church afore 
named. Out of the which lane mentioned Long 
lane breaketh one other street towards the south 
and by east, and this is called Kentish street, for 
that is the way leading into that country : and so 
have you the bounds of this borough. 

The antiquities most notable in this borough are 
these : First, for ecclesiastical, there was Bermond- 
sey, an abbey of black monks, St Mary Overies, a 
priory of canons regular, St Thomas, a college or 
hospital for the poor, and the Loke, a lazar house 
in Kent street Parish churches there have been 
six, whereof five do remain ; viz. St Mary Mag- 
dalen, in the priory of St. Mary Overy, now the 
same St. Mary Overy is the pansh church for the 
said Mary Magdalen, and for St Margaret on the 
hill, and is called St Saviour. 

St Margaret on the hill being put down is now 
a court for justice ; St Thomas in the hospital 
serveth for a parish church as afore ; St Gleorge a 
parish church as before it did ; so doth St Olave 
and St Mary Magdalen, by the abbey of Ber- 
mondsey. 

There be also these five prisons or gaols : 

The Ginke on the Banke. 
The Compter, in the Ute parish church of St 
Margaret 
The Marshalsey. 
The Kinges Bench. 
And the White Lion, all in Long South warke. 

Houses most notable be these : 

The Bishop of Winchester's house. 

The Bishop of Rochester's house. 

The Duke of Suffolk's house, or Southwark place. 

The Tabard, an hostery or inn. 

The Abbot of Hyde, his house. 

The Prior of Lewes, his house. 

The Abbot of St Augustine, his house. 

The Bridge house. 
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The Abbot of Battaile, his house. 
Battaile bridge. 

The Stewes on the bank of Thames. 
And the Bear gardens there. 

Now, to return to the west bank, there be two 
bear gardens, the old and new places, wherein be 
kept bears, bulls, and other beasts, to be baited ; as 
aUo mastiffs in several kennels, nourished to bait 
them. These bears and other beasts are there 
baited in plots of ground, scaffolded about for the 
beholders to stand safe. 

Next on this bank was sometime the Bordello, or 
Stewes, a place so called of certain stew-houses 
privileged tiiere, for the repair of incontinent men 
to the like women ; of the which privilege 1 have 
read thus : 

In a parliament holden at Westminster, the 8th 
of Henry II.*, it was ordained by the commons, 
and confirmed by the king and lords, that divers 
constitutions for ever shomd be kept within that 
lordship or franchise, according to tne old customs 
that had been there used time out of mind : 
amonsst the which these following were some, viz. 

** That no stew-holder or his wife should let or 
stay any single woman, to go and come freely at all 
times when they listed. 

** No stew-holder to keep any woman to board, 
but she to board abroad at her pleasure. 

** To take no more for the woman's chamber in 
the week than fourteen pence. 

*^ Not to keep open his doors upon the holidays. 

^ Not to keep any single woman in his house on 
the holidays, but the bailiff to see them voided out 
of the lordship. 

** No single woman to be kept against her will 
that would leave her sin. 

** No stew-holder to receive any woman of reli- 
gion, or any man's wife. 

** No single woman to take money to lie with any 
man, but she lie with him all nisht till the morrow. 

** No man to be drawn or enticed into any stew- 
house. 

** The constables, bailiff, and others, every week 
to seardi every stew-house. 

** No stewholder to keep any woman that hath 
the perilous infirmity of burning, not to sell bread, 
ale, flesh, fish, wood, coal, or any victuals, Slc" 

These and many more orders were to be observed 
upon great psun and punishment I have also seen 
divers patents of confirmation, namely, one dated 
1345, the 19th of Edward Ill.f. Also I find, that 
in the 4th of Richard II., these stew-houses be- 
longing to William Walworth, then mayor of Lon- 
don, were farmed by Froes of Flanders, and spoiled 
by Walter Tyler, and other rebels of Kent : not- 
withstanding, I find that ordinances for the same 
place and houses were again confirmed in the reign 

* The claaa of persons referred to in the text hecame the 
■nhject of l^slative enactment in this country apparently 
at a much earlier period than in France, where their num- 
bers appear to have increased so greatly during the reign of 
St Louis, as to have called forth an extremely severe ordi- 
nance for their regulation, which is quoted by Roquefort in 
his Olo$»airet s. v. Femmet Folet d« leur corps. See also 
L^rand d'Aussy, Fabliaux ou ConU$ (iv. p. 217, ed. 1829). 

t ** Li. St. Mary Eborum. English people disdayned to 
be bandee. Froes of Flaunders were women for that pur- 
poee." — SUtw. 



of Henry VI., to be continued as before. Also, 
Robert Fabian writeth, that in the year 1506, the 
21st of Henry VII., the said stew-houses in South- 
warke were for a season inhibited, and the doors 
closed up, but it was not long (saith he) ere the 
houses there were set open again, so many as were 
permitted, for (as it was said) whereas before were 
eighteen houses, from thenceforth were appointed 
to be used but twelve only. These allowed stew- 
houses had signs on their fronts, towards the 
Thames, not hanged out, but painted on the walls, as 
a Boar's head, the Cross keys, the Gun, the Castle, 
the Crane, the Cardinal's hat, the Bell, the Swan, &c. 
I have heard of ancient men, of good credit, report, 
that these single women were forbidden the rites 
of the church, so long as they continued that sinful 
life, and were excluded from Christian burial, if 
they were not reconciled before their death. And 
therefore there was a plot of ground called the 
Single Woman's churchyard, appointed for them 
far from the parish church. 

In the year of Christ 1546, the 37th of Henry 
VIII., this row of stews in South warke was put 
down by the king's commandment, which was pro- 
claimed by sound of trumpet, no more to be pri- 
vileged, and used as a common brothel, but the in- 
habitants of the same to keep good and honest rule 
as in other places of this realm, &c. 

Then next is the Clioke *, a gaol or prison for 
the trespassers in those parts ; namely, in old time, 
for such as should brabble, frey, or break the peace 
on the said bank, or in the brothel houses, they 
were by the inhabitants thereabout apprehended 
and committed to this gaol, where they were 
straitly imprisoned. 

Next is the bishop of Winchester's house, or 
lodging, when he cometh to this city ; which house 
was first built by William Gifford, bishop of Win- 
chester, about the year 1107) the 7th of Henry I., 
upon a plot of ground pertaining to the prior of 
Bermondsey, as appeareth by a writ directed unto 
the barons of the Exchequer, in the year 1366, the 
41st of Edward III. (the bishop's see being void), 
for eight pounds, due to the monks of Bermondsey 
for the bishop of Winchester's lodging in South- 
wark. This is a very fair house, well repaired, and 
hath a lar^e wharf and landing-place, called the 
bishop of Winchester's stairs. 

Adjoining to this, on the south side the roof, is 
the bishop of Rochester's inn or lodging, by whom 
first erected I do not now remember me to have 
read ; but well I wot the same of long time hath 
not been frequented by any bishop, and lieth ruin- 
ous for any lack of reparations. The abbot of 
Maverley had a house there. 

East from the bishop of Winchester's house, di- 
rectly over against it, standeth a fair churcli called 
St. Mary over the Rie, or Overie, that is over the 
water. This church, or some other in place thereof, 
was of old time, long before the Conquest, a house 
of sisters, founded by a maiden named Mary ; unto 
the which house and sisters she left (as was left to 
her by her parents) the oversight and profits of a 
cross ferry, or traverse ferry over the Thames, 

• It is now but little used ; and it is understood that the 
persons who are at present confined therein for debt will, 
under a late act of parliament, shortly be removed to the 
Queen's Bench. 
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tben kept befure Ih&t any bridge ww built. This 
huDH of siBten W4S sflcr bj Swithen, a nobis l«dy, 
couTerted iiito a collej^ of prieBtn, wbo in pUce of 
the ferry built ft bridge of timber, uid from lime 

time kept tlic wine in good reparatjona, but lastly 
la uma bridge wu built of aioue ) and then in 
the year 1 106 was thia church again founded fur 
eanoDB regular* by Williaiu Ponl de la Arche aod 
William Uaunpy, knights, Nomuina. 

WilliuD GifTord, bishop of Winchester, waa a 

Built the body of tliat church id the year 1106, the 
7th of Henry I. 

Tbe cauDiiB first entered the laid church then ; 
Algodus was the first prior. 

King Henry 1. by his charter gave them the 
church of SL Margaret in Southwarke. 

King Stephen confirmed the gift of King Henry, 
and alaa gave the Htone-house, ohich waa William 
Pont de le Arohe'B, by Downegalc. 

""hia priory was burnt about the year 1207, 
irefore the eanuOH did Found a ho*]iiI^ near unto 
r priory, where they celebrated until the priory 
repaired; which hospital was after,by consent 
■etcr de la Hoch, bishop of Winchester, removed 
the land of Anicius, archdeacon of Surrey, in 
the ycnr 1228, a place where iLe water was mure 
plcutirul, and tlie air mor« wboloaome, and waa de- 
dicated to bl. Tliomaa. 

This Peter de Rupibna, or de la Rocb, founded 
a large chapel of St. Maij' MajidalcD, in the said 



three virgiuB 01 

Charity, holding this devicf 






tan la near adjoi 

ThiJi church waa^aRain newly built in the 
of Richard II. and King Henry IV. 

John Gower, caqoire, a fama 
an eepecial benefactor to that t 
buried on the north aide of the 
chapel of St. John, where he founded a chantry + : 
he lieth under a tomb of stone, with his image, alao 
of atone, over him : the hair of hb head, auburn, 
long to bis shoulders, but curling up, and a small 
forked beard ; on bis head a chaplet, like a coronet 
of four rosea ; a habit of purple, danLoskod down 
is feet ; a collar of esses gold about his neck ; 
:r bis head the likeness of three books, which 
ompiled. The first, named Spirillum MedUan- 
, vrilten in Freoeh ; the second, Voz t'latnantu, 
penned in Latin ; the tliird, (.'ox/aiio ^moiiftf, 
- - "tcu in English, and Ibis last is printed. Vox 
Clamimtu, with bis Vroniea Trijiartita, and other, 
*" '1i in Latin and French, never printed, I havo 
1 do poasesa, but Speadun Melitantii I never 
saw, though heard thereof to be in Kent X- Be- 

rlc mil iwc>, Kul ■ ibipltl of r«in met aaAy.'—SI^. 
Benbctcl, In hL< pnftn to (he cdlllon or Ilw Cuijnwin 
■■f i>, publUhed tr htn In lUt.whlcb iiquaud b^Todd 
li Illuilralloiu -k/ Onrrr and Cliamcir. wben d«crftilll« 



td pope Sa^dib Cfregffly." 



The aeeond w 



. wii^g, Uercy, with thia device : 
.J time, ilon'l le corp. (Ul icj-." 
Tbe third writing. Pity, with thia device ; 
" Pur ta pll^ Jetu regarde, 
El mrl cot dine en twve gnia.' 

His anna a field argent, on a eheveTon aiure, three 

leopards' heads gold, tlieir tongues gules ; two an- 
gels supporters, ud the crest a talbot : his epitaph. 



The roof of the middle west aisle fell down in ths 
year 14l!9. This priory was surrendered to Henry 
Vni., the 31st of his reign, the 27tb of October, 
the year of Chriat 1S39, valued at 684f. 61. Sd. by 

About Oiristmaa next following, the church of 
the said priory was purchased of the king by the 
inhabitants of the borough. Doctor Stephen Gard- 
ip nf Winchester, putting to hia helping 



hand ; they made thereof a parish chorth foi 
parish church of St. Mary Magdalen, un the south 
side of the said choir, and of Si. Margaret on the 
hill, which were made one parish of St. Saviour. 

There be monumcnta in this church,— of Robert 
Liliarde, or Hiliatde, esquire ; Margai-i.'t, daughter 
to the Lady Audley, wife to Sir Thomas Audlej ; 
William Grevill, esquire, and Margaret his wife ; 
one of the heirs of William Spen>hnt, esquire ; 
Dame Katherine, wife to John Slokc, alderman ; 
Robert Mirtin, esquire -, William Undall, esquire ; 
Lord Oopay Ferar ; Sir George Brewes, knight ; 
John Krowne ; Lady Drandoa, wife to Sir Tbomaa 
Brandon ; William, Lord Scales ; William, Eari 
Warren ; Dsjne Maude, wife to Sir John Peach ; 
Lewknor ; Dame Margaret Etrinelon, one of the 
heirt of Sir Thomas Elrington ; John Bowden, es- 
quire 1 Robert St. Magil ; John Sandhurst ; John 
Gower ; John Duncell, merchsnt-Uilor, lei6 ; John 
Slurton, eoquiro ; Kobert Rouse ; Thomas Tong, 
fitst NotToy, and after Clarenceaui king of arms ; 
William Wickham, translated from tbe see of Lin- 
coln (o (he bishopric of Winchester in the month 
of March lA9fi, deceased the 1 1 th of Juue next fol- 
lowing, and was buried here ; Thomas Cure, es- 
quire, saddler to King Edward VI., Queen Mary, 
■nd Queen Elizabeth, deceased the 24lh of Hay, 
1698, &c. 

Now passmg through St. Mary Over's ckiee (in 
possession of the Lorid Moiuitacutc), and Pepper 
alley, into Long Soutbwarke, on the right liand 
thereof (he market-bill, where the leather is sold, 
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there stood the late named parish church of St. 
Margaret, given to St. Marv Overies by Henry I., 
put down and joined with the parish of St. Mary 
Magdalen, and united to the late dissolved priory 
church of St, Mary Overy. 

A part of this parish church of St. Margaret is 
now a court, wherein the assizes and sessions be 
kept, and the court of admiralty is also there kept. 
One other part of the same church is now a prison, 
called the Compter in Southwarke, &c. 

Farther up on that side, almost directly over 
agaiuHt St. George^s church, was sometime a large 
and most sumptuous house, built by Cliarles Bran- 
don, late Duke of Suffolk, in the reign of Henry 
VIII., which was called Suffolk house, but coming 
afterwards into tlie king's hands, the same was 
called Southwarke place, and a mint of coinage 
was there kept for the king. 

To this place came King Edward VI., in the 
second of his reign, from Hampton Court, and dined 
in it. He at that time made John Yorke, one of 
the sheriffs of London, knight, and then rode 
through the city to Westminster. 

Queen Mary gave this house to Nicholas Heath, 
Archbishop of Yorke, and to his successors, for 
ever, to be their inn or lodging for their repair to 
London, in recompense of Yorke house near to 
Westminster, which King Henry her father had 
taken from Cardinal WoLsey, and from the see of 
Yorke. 

Archbishop Heath sold the same house to a mer- 
chant, or to merchants, that pulled it down, sold 
the lead, stone, iron, &c. ; and in place thereof 
built many small cottages of great rents, to the in- 
creasing of beggars in that borough. The arch- 
bishop bought Norwich house, or Suffolke place, 
near unto Charing cross, because it was near unto 
Uie court, and left it to his successors. 

Now on the south side to return back again to- 
wards the bridge, over against this Suffolke place, 
KB the parish church of St. George, sometime per- 
taining to the priory of Barmondsey, by the gift of 
Thomas Ardeme and Thomas his son, in the year 
1122. There lie buried in this church, William 
Kirton, esquire, and his wives, 1464. 

Tlien is the White Lion, a gaol so called, for that 
the same was a common hosterie for the receipt of 
travellers by that sign. This house was first used 
as a gaol within these forty years last, since the 
which time the prisoners were once removed 
thence to a house in Newtowne, where they re- 
mained for a short time, and were returned back 
again to the foresaid White Lion, there to re- 
main as in the appointed gaol for the county of 
Surrey. 

Next is the gaol or prison of the King's Bench, 
but of what antiquity the same is I know not. For 
I have read that the courts of the King's Bench 
and Chancery have ofttimes been removed from 
London to other places, and so hath likewise the 
gaols that serve those courts ; as in the year 1304, 
Edward I. commanded the courts of the King's 
Bench and the Exchequer, which had remained 
seven years at Yorke, to be removed to their old 
places at London. And m the year 1387, the 1 1th 
of Richard II., Robert Tresilian, chief justice, came 
to the city of Coventrie, and there sate by the 
space of a month, as justice of the Kinge's benches, 
and eaused to be indited in that court, about the 






number of two thousand persons of that country, 
&c. 

It seemeth, therefore, that for that time, the 
prison or gaol of that court was not far off. Also 
in the year 1392, the 16th of the same Richard, 
the Archbishop of York being Lord Chancellor, 
for good will that he bare to his city, caused the 
King's Bench and Chancery to be removed from 
London to York, but ere long they were returned 
to London. 

Then is the Marshalsey*, another gaol or prison, 
so called, as |>ertaining to the marshals of England. 
Of what continuance kept in Southwark I have not 
learned ; but like it is, that the same hath been 
removable, at the pleasure of the marshals : for I 
find that in the year 1376, the dOth of Edward III., 
Henry Percie (bemg marshal) kept his prisoners 
in the city of London, where having committed one 
John Prendcrgast, of Norwich, contrary to the 
liberties of the city of London, the citizens, by 
persuasion of the Lord Fitzwalter their standard- 
bearer, took armour and ran with great rage to 
the marshal's inn, brake up the gates, brought out 
the prisoner, and conveyed him away, minding to 
have bnmt the stocks in the midst of their city, 
but they first sought for Sir Henry Percy to have 
punished him, as I have noted in my Annales. 

More about the feast of Easter next following, 
John, Duke of Lancaster, having caused all the 
whole navy of England to be gathered together at 
London : it chanced a certain esquire to kill one 
of the shipmen, which act the other shipmen taking 
in ill part, they brought their suit into the king's 
court of the Marshalsey, which then as chanced 
(saith mine author) was kept in Southwarke : but 
when they perceived that coiurt to be so fiivourable 
to the miurderer, and further that the king's war- 
rant was also gotten for his pardon, they m great 
fury ran to the house wherein the murderer was 
imprisoned, brake into it, and brought forth the 
prisoner with his gyves on his legs, they thrust a 
knife to his heart, and sticked him as if he had 
been a dog ; after this they tied a rope to his 
gyves, and drew him to the gallows, where when 
tihey had hanged him, as though they had done a 
great act, they caused the trumpets to be soimded 
before them to their ships, and there in great 
triumph they spent the rest of the day. 

Also the rebels of Kent, iii the year 1381, brake 
down the houses of the Marshalsey and King's 
Bench in Southwark, took from thence the pri- 
soners, brake down the house of Sir John Immorth, 
then marshal of the Marshalsey and King's Bench, 
&c. After this, in the year 1367, the 11th of 
Richard II., the morrow after BarUiolomew day, 
the king kept a great council in the castle of Not- 
tingham, and the Marshalsey of the king was then 
kept at Loughborrow by the space of five days or 
more. In the year 1443, Sir Walter Manny was 
nmrshal of the Marshalsey, the 22nd of Henry VI. 
William Brandon, esquire, was marshal in the 8th 
of Edward IV. In the year 1604 the prisoners 
of the Marshalsey, then in Southwarke, brake out, 

• Some interesting Ulostrations of the history of this 
prison, the inmates of which it is understood are shortly to 
he removed to the Queen's Bench, will he found in an 
Euag toward* a Hiitorp of tlu Anciemt Jurisdiction of the 
Mar$kat$ea of tkt K%mg*% Jiotut, &c. 8vo. 1812. 
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and many of them being taken were executed, 
especially such as had been committed for felony 
or treason. 

From thence towards London bridge, on the 
same side, be many fair inns, for receipt of travel- 
lers, by these signs, the Spurre, Christopher, Bull, 
Queene's Head, Tabarde, George, Hart, Kinge's 
Head, &c. Amongst the which, the most ancient * 
is the Tabard, so called of the sign, which, as we 
now term it, is of a jacket, or sleeveless coat, 
whole before, open on both sides, with a square 
collar, winged at the shoulders ; a stately garment 
of old time, commonly worn of noblemen and 
others, both at home and abroad in the wars, 
but then (to wit in the wars) their arms embroi- 
dered, or otherwise depict upon tliem, that every 
man by his coat of arras might be known from 
others : but now these tabards are only worn by 
the heralds, and be called their coats of arms in 
service ; for the inn of the tabard, Geffrey Chaucer, 
esquire, the most famous poet of England, in com- 
mendation thereof, writeth thus : — 

" Befell that in that season, on a day, 
In Southwarke at the Tabard, as I lay, 
Readie to wenden on my Pilgrimage 
To Canterburie with devout courage, 
At night was come into that hosterie, 
Well nine-and-twentie in a companie. 
Of sundrie folke, by adventure yfall. 
In fellowship, and pilgrimes were they all, 
That toward Canterburie woulden ride, 
The chambers and the stables weren wide. 
And well we weren eased at the best," &c. 

Within this inn was also the lodging of the abbot 
of Hide (by the city of Winchester), a fair house 
for him and his train, when he came to that city to 
parliament, &c. 

And then Theeves lane, by St. Thomas' hospital. 
The hospital of St. Thomas, first founded by Richard 
Prior of Bermondsey, in the Selerers ground against 
the wiUl of the monastery, in the year 1213, he 
named it the Almerie, or house of alms for converts 
and poor children ; for the which ground the prior 
ordained that the almoner should pay ten shillings 
and four pence yearly to the Selerer at Michael- 
mas. 

But Peter do Rupibus f. Bishop of Winchester, 
in the year 1215, founded the same again more 
fully for canons regular in place of the first hospi- 
tal ; he increased the rent thereof to three hundx^ 
and forty-four pounds in the year. Thus was this 
hospital holden of the prior and abbot of Bermond- 
sey till the year 1428, at which time a composition 
was made between Thomas Thetford, abbot of Ber- 
mondsey, and Nicholas Buckland, master of the 
said hospital of St. Thomas, for all the lands and 
tenements which were holden of the said abbot and 
convent in Southwarke, or elsewhere, for the old 
rent to be paid unto the said abbot. 

* A pleasant paper upon the Tabard, by Mr. Saunders, in 
Knight's London (vol. i. p. 57—72), serve* to prove satisfac- 
torily, at least to those who love to contemplate scenes made 
memorable by genius, that the very gallery still exists along 
which Chaucer and the pilgrims walked, — and that the very 
room in which they met, curtailed certainly of its fair pro- 
portions, is still to be seen, as it was when " newly repaired" 
in the latter part of the reign of Elizabeth. 

t Li. St. Marie Ovcry. 



There be monuments in this hospital church of 
Sir Robert Chamber, knight ; William Fines, Lord 
Say ; Richard Chaucer, John Gloucester, Adam 
Atwood, John Ward, Michael Cambridge, Wil- 
liam West, John Golding, esquires ; John Ben- 
ham, George Kirkes, Thomas Kninton, Thomas 
Baker, gentlemen ; Robert, son to Sir Thomas 
Fleming ; Agnes, wife to Sir Walter Dennis, 
knight, daughter, and one of the heirs of Sir Robert 
Danvars ; John Evarey, gentleman ; &c. 

This hospital was by the visitors, in the year 
1538, valued at two hundred and sixty-nx pounds 
seventeen shillings and six pence, and was surren- 
dered to Henry Vlll., in the SOth of his reign. 

In the year 1552, the citizens of London having 
purchased the void suppressed hospital of St. Tho- 
mas in Southwarke, in the month of July began 
the reparations thereof, for poor, impotent, lame, 
and diseased people, so that in the month of No- 
vember next following, the sick and poor people 
were taken in. And m the year 1553, on the 10th 
of April, King Edward VI., m the 7th of his reign, 
gave to the mayor, commonalty, and citizens of 
London, to be a workhouse for Uie poor and idle 
persons of this city, his house of Bridewell, and 
seven hundred marks lands of the Savoy rents, 
which hospital he had suppressed, with all the 
beds, bedding, and other fumitiure belonging to the 
same, towards the maintenance of the said work- 
house of Bridewell, and of this hospital of St. Tho- 
mas in Southwarke. This gift the king confirmed 
by his charter, dated tlie 26th of June next follow- 
ing, and willed it to be called the King's hospital in 
Southwarke. 

The church of this hospital, which of old time 
served for the tenements near adjoining, and per- 
taining to the said hospital, remaineth aa a parish- 
church. 

But now to come to St. Olave's street. On the 
bank of the river of Thames, is the parish-church 
of St. Olave, a fair and meet large church, but a 
far larger parish, especially of aliens or strangers, 
and poor people ; in which church there lieth 
entombed Sir John Burcettur, knight, 1466. 

Over against this parish-church, on the south 
side the street was sometime one great house built 
of stone, with arched gates, pertaming to the prior 
of Lewes in Sussex, and was his lodging when he 
came to London ; it is now a common hosterie for 
travellers, and hath to sign the Walnut Tree. 

Then east from the said parish-church of St. 
Olave is a key. In the year 1330, by the license 
of Simon Swanlond, mayor of London, built by 
Isabel, widow to Hamond Goodchepe. And next 
thereimto was then a great house of stone and 
timber, belonging to the abbot of St. Augustine 
without the ^r^Lb of Canterburie, which was an 
ancient piece of work, and seemeth to be one of the 
first built houses on that side the river over-against 
the city ; it was called the abbot's inn of St. Augus- 
tine in Southwarke, and was sometime holden of 
the Earls of Warren and Surrey, as appeareth by 
a deed made 1281, which I have read, and may be 
Englished thus : — 

** To all whom this present writing shall come, 
John £^1 Warren sendeth greeting. Know ye, 
that we have altogether remised and quit- claimed 
for us and our heirs for ever, to Nicholas, abbot of 
St. Augustine's of Canterburie, and the coi\Tent of 
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the same, and their sucoeason, suit to oar court of 
Southwarke, which they owe unto us, for all that 
messuage and houses thereon built, and all their 
appurtenances, which they have of our fee in South- 
warke, situate upon the Thames, between the 
Bridge house and the church of St Olave. And 
the said messuage, with the buildings thereon 
built, and all their appurtenances, to them and 
their successors, we hare granted in perpetual 
ahns, to bold of us and our heirs for the same, 
saying the service due to any other persons, if any 
such be, then to us ; and for this remit and grant 
the said abbot and convent have given unto us five 
shillings of rent yearly in Southwarke, and have 
received us and our heirs in all benefices which 
shall be in their church for ever." This suit of 
court one William Graspeis was bound to do to the 
said earl for the said messuage, and heretofore to 
I acquit in all things the church of St. Augustine 
against the said enrL 

This house of late time belonged to Sir Anthony 
Sentlegar, then to Warham Sentlenr, &c., and is 
now called Sentlegar house, but divided into sundry 
tenements. Next is the Bridgehouse, so called as 
being a storehouse for stone, tunber, or whatsoever 
pertaining to the building or repairing of London 
bridge. 

This house seemeth to have taken beginning 
with the first founding of the bridge either of stone 
or timber ; it is a large plot of ground, on the bank 
of the river Thames, containing divers large build- 
ings for stowage of things necessary towards repa- 
ration of the said bridge. 

There are also divers gamers, for laying up of 
wheat, and other grainers for service of the city,as 
need requireUi. Moreover, there be certain ovens 
built, in number ten, of which six be very large, 
the other four being but half so big. Th^e were 
purposely made to bake out the bread com of the 
said grainers, to the best advantage for relief of 
the poor citizens, when need should require. Sir 
John Throstone, knight, sometime an embroiderer, 
then a goldsmith, one of the sheriffs 1516, gave by 
his testament towards the making of these ovens, 
two hundred pounds, which thing was performed by 
his executors. Sir John Munday, goldsmith, tiien 
being mayor, there was of late, for the enlarging of 
the said Bridge house, taken in an old brewhouse, 
called Goldmgs, which was given to the city by 
George Monex, sometime mayor, and in pUce 
thereof, is now a fiur brewhouse new built, for 
serviee of the city with beer. 

Next was the abbot of Battailes inn, betwixt the 
Bridge bouse and Battaile bridge, likewise on the 
bank of the river of Thames ; the walks and gar- 
dens thereunto i^ypertaining, on the other side of 
the way before the gate of ute said house, and was 
called the Maze ; there is now an inn, called the 
Fk>wer de Luee, for that the sign is three Fk>wer 
de Lnees. Much other buildings of small tenements 
are thereon bnilded, replenished with strangers 
and other, for the most part poor people. 

Then is Battaile bridge, so called of Battaile 
abbey, for that it standeth on the ground, and over 
a wBter-eourse (flowing out of Thames) pertaining 
to thai abbey, and was, therefore, both built and 
repaired by the abbots of that house, as being 
hard adjoining to the abbot's lodging. 

Beyond liui bridge is Bennondsey street, taming 



south, in the south end whereof was sometime a 
priory or abbey of St. Saviour, called Bermond's 
Eye in Suthwarke, founded by Alwin Childe, a 
citizen of London, in the year 1081. 

Peter, Richard, Obstert, and Umbalde, monks 
de Charitate, came unto Bennondsey, in the year 
1089, and Peter was made first prior there, by 
appointment of the prior of the house, called Charity 
in France, by which means this priory of Ber- 
mondsey (being a cell to that in France) was ac- 
coimted a priory of Aliens. 

In the year 1094 deceased Alwin Childe, founder 
of this house. Then William Rufus gave to the 
monks his manor of Bennondsey, with the appur- 
tenances, and built fur them there a new great 
church. 

Robert Blewet, Bishop of Lincolne (King Wil- 
liam's ehanceflor) gave them the manor of Charl- 
ton, with the appurtenances. Also Geffrey Mar- 
tell, by the grant of Geffrey Magnavile, gave them 
the land of HaUngbury, and the tithe of Alferton, 
&c. 

More, in the year 1 122, Thomas of Ardeme,and 
Thomas his son, gave to the monks of Bermond's 
Eye the church of St. Greorge in Southwarke, &c. 

In the year 1165, King Henry II. confirmed to 
them the hyde or territory of Southwarke, and 
Laygham Wadden, with the laud of Coleman, &c. 

In the year 1371, the priors of Aliens, through- 
out EIngland, being seized into the king's hands, 
Richard DenUra an EIngUshman was made prior of 
Bennondsey, to whom was conunitted the custody 
of the said priory, by the letters patents of King 
Edward III., saving to the king the advowsons <n 
churches. 

In the year 1380, the 4th of Richard II., this 
priory was made a denison (or free English) for 
the fine of two hundred maiks paid to the king's 
Hanaper in the Chancery. In the year 1309 
John Attelborough, prior of Bermondsey, was 
made the first abbot of that house by Pope Boni- 
face IX., at the suit of King Richard II. 

In the year 1417, Thomas Thetford, abbot of 
Bermondsey, held a plea in chancery against the 
king, for the manors of Preston, Bermondsey, and 
Stone, in the county of Somerset, in the which 
suit the abbot prevailed and recovered against the 
king. 

In the year 1639 this abbey was valued to 
diq>end by the year four hundred and seventy-foor 
pounds fourteen shillings and four pence halfpenny, 
and was surrendered to Henry VIII., the 31st of 
his reign ; the abbey church was then pulled down 
by Sir Thomas Pope, knight, and in pUce thereof 
a goodly house built of stone and timber, now per- 
taining to the earls of Sussex *. 

There are buried in that church, Leoftane, pro- 
vost, shrive or domesman of London, 1116 ; Sir 
William Bowes, knight, and Dame Elizabeth his 
wife ; Sir Thomas Pikeworth, knight ; Dame Anne 
Audley ; Creorge, son to John Lord Audley ; John 



* The reader deciroos of iovestigating more doaely tlie 
bistoij of this onee celebnted pciory, it leferi ed lotbe Ckn- 
micUa of Bfrm mmdt tf, written moot probebly bj a monk of 
that hoaee ; to Philip's Biaiorji mmd Auiifmiiie$ •fBtimtuitt§; 
and lastly, to an a^reeaMe epttome of the infivmation to be 
derived from these aonireSf in the opening number of the 
third volnme of Knight's Lomdmu. 



Borough of Southwark. 
15Q Church of St. Mary Magdalen. 

Government of the borough. 



STOWS SURVEY 



Bridge ward without. 

Sir John Aylophe its lint alderman. 

Suburbs without the walls. 



Winkefield, esquire ; Sir Nicholas Blonket, knight ; 
Dame Bridget, wife to William Tmssell ; Hol- 
grave, baron of the exchequer ; &c. 

Next unto this abbev church standeth a proper 
church of St. Mary Magdalen, built by the priors 
of Bermondsey, serving for resort of the inhabit- 
ants (tenants to the prior or abbots near adjoining) 
there to have their Divine service : this chur^ 
remaineth, and serveth as afore, and is called a 
parish church. 

Then in Kent street is a lazar house for leprous 
people, called the Loke in South warke ; the foun- 
dation whereof I find not. Now, having touched 
divers principal parts of this borough, I am to 
speak somewhat of its government, and so to end. 

This borough, upon petition made by the citizens 
of London to £dward I., in the 1st year of his reign, 
was, for divers causes, by parliameht granted to 
them for ever, yielding into the exchequer the fee- 
Arm of ten pounds by the year ; which grant was 
confirmed by Eklwai^d III., who, in tlie 3rd of his 
reign gave them license to take a toll towards the 
charge of paving the said borough with stone. 
Henry IV. confirmed the grant of lus predecessors, 
so did Edward IV., &c. 

But in the year 1550, King Edward VI., for the 
sum of six hundred and forty-seven poimds two 
shillings and one penny, paid into his court of 
9.ugmentationB and revenues of his crown, granted 
to the mayor and commonalty all his lands and 
tenements in South warke, except, and reserved, 
the capital messuage, two mansions, called South- 
warke place, late the Duke of SufTolkes, and all the 
gardens and lands to the same appertaining, the 
park, and the messuage called the Antilope. 
Moreover, he gave them the lordship and manor of 
Southwark, with all members and rights thereof, 
late pertaining to the monastery of Bermondsey. 
And all messuages, places, buildings, rents, courts, 
waifs and strays, to the same appertaining, in the 
county of Surrey, except as is before excepted. 
He also granted unto them his manor and borough 
of Southwark, with all the members, rights, and 
appurtenances, late of the possession of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury uid his see in Southwarke. 
Moreover, for the sum of five hundred marks, he 
granted to the said mayor and conunonalty, and 
their successors, in and through the borough and 
town of Southwarke, and in all the parishes of 
St. Saviour, St. Olave, and St. George, and the 
parish of St. Thomas Hospital, now called the 
King's hospital, and elsewhere, in the said town 
and borough of Southwarke, and Kentish street, 
Bermondsey street, in the parish of Newington, all 
waifs and strays, treasure trove, all felons' goods, 
&c., within the parishes and precinct aforesaid, 
&c. : the return of writs, processes, and warrants, 
&c. : together with a fair in the whole town for 
three days, to wit, the 7th, 8th, and 9th of Sep- 
tember, yearly, with a court of pye powders. A 
view of franke pledge, with attachments, arrests, 
&c. Also to arrest all felons, and other male- 
factors, within their precinct, and send them to 
ward, and to Newgate. Provided that nothing in 
that grant should be prejudicial to the stewards 
and marshal of the king's house. The same pre- 
mises to be holden of the manor of East Green- 
wich, in the county of Kent, by fealty in free 
forage. Dated at Westminster, the 23d of April, 



in the 4th of his reign. All which was also con- 
firmed by parliament, &c And the same year, in 
the Whitsun week, in a court of aldermen, kept at 
the Guildhall of London, Sir John Aylophe, knight, 
was sworn the first lUderman of Bridge ward 
without, and made up the number of twenty-six 
aldermen of London. 

This borough at a subsidy to the king yieldeth 
about one thousand marks, or eight hundred 
pounds, which \a more than any one city in England 
payeth, except the ci^ of London. And also the 
muster of men in this borough doth likewise in 
number surpass all other cities, except London. 
And thus much for the borough of Southwarke, 
one of the twenty-six wards of London, which hath 
an alderman, deputies three, and a bailiff, common- 
council none, constables sixteen, scavengers six, 
wardmote inquest twenty. And is taxed to the 
fifteen at seventeen pounds seventeen shillings and 
eight pence. 

THE SUBURBS WITHOUT THE WALLS OF THE SAID CITT 
BRIEFLY TOUCHED. AS ALSO WITHOUT THE LIBER- 
TIES MORE AT LARGE DESCRIBED. 

Having spoken of this city, the original, and 
increase, by degrees : the walls, gates, ditch, 
castles, towers, bridges, the schools, and houses of 
learning : of the oilers and customs, sports, and 
pastimes : of the honour of citizens, and worthi- 
ness of men : and last of all, how the same city is 
divided into parts and wards : and how the same 
be bounded : and what monuments of antiquity, 
or ornaments of building, in every of them, as also 
in the borough of Southwarke : I am next to 
speak briefly of the suburbs, as well without the 
gates and walls as without the liberties, and of the 
monuments in them. 

Concerning tlie estate of the suburbs of this city, 
in the reign of Henry II., Fitz Stephen hath these 
words : — " Upwards, on the west (saith he), is the 
king's palace, which is an incomparable building, 
rising with a vawmure and bulwark aloft upon 
the nver, two miles from the wall of the ci^, but 
yet conjoined with a continual suburb. On all 
sides, without the houses of the suburbs, are the 
citizens' gardens and orchards, planted with trees, 
both large, sightly, and adjoining together. On 
the north side are pastures and plain meadows, 
with brooks running through them, turning water- 
mills with a pleasant noise. Not far ofi" is a great 
forest, a well wooded chase, having good covert for 
harts, bucks, does, boars, and wild bulls. The 
com fields are not of a hungry sandy mould, but 
as the fruitful fields of Asui, yielding plentiful 
increase, and filling the bams with com. There 
are near London, on the north side, especial wells 
in the suburbs, sweet, wholesome, and clear. 
Amongst which, Holywell, Clarkenwell, and St 
Clement's well, are most famous, and most fre- 
quented by scholars and youths of the city in sum- 
mer evenings, when they walk forth to take the 
air." Thus far out of Fitz Stephen for the sub- 
urbs at that time. 

The 2d of Kmg Henry III. the forest of Middle- 
sex, and the warren of Staines, were disafTorested ; 
since the which time the suburbs about London 
hath been also mightilv increased with buildings ; 
for first, to begin in the East, by the Tower of 
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London, is the hoepiud of St Katherine, founded 
by Matilda the queen, wife to King Stephen, as is 
afore shown in Portsoken ward ; from this precinct 
of St. Katherine to Wapping in the west % the 
usual place of execution for hanging of pirates and 
sea rovers, at the low-water mark, and there to 
remain, till three tides had overflowed them, was 
never a house standing within these forty years ; 
but since the gallows being after removed farther 
off, a continual street, or filthy strait passage, with 
alleys of small tenements, or cottages, built, inha- 
bit<Kl by sailors' victuallers, along by the river of 
Thames, almost to Radcliff, a good mile from the 
Tower. 

On the east side, and by north of the Tower, 
lieth East Smithfield,Hogs' street, and Tower hill ; 
and east from them both, was the new abbey called 
Grace, founded by Edward III. From thence 
Baddiffe, up f^st Smithfleld, by Nightingall lane 
(which runneth south to the hermitage, a brew- 
house so called of a hermit sometime being there), 
beyond this lane to the manor of Bramley (called 
in record of Richard IL Villa East Smithfleld, and 
Villa de Bramley), and to the manor of Shadwell, 
belonging to the Dean of Pauls, there hath been of 
late, in pUce of elm trees, many small tenements 
raised towards Radclifie ; and Radcliffe itself hath 
been also increased in building eastward (in place 
where I have known f a large highway, with fair 
ebn trees on both the sides), that the same hath 
now taken hold of Lime hurst, or Lime host, cor- 
ruptly called Lime house, sometime distant a mile 
ftvm Ratcliffe. 

Having said this much for building at Wapping, 
East Smithfleld, Brambley, and Shadwell, all on 
the south side of the highway to Radcliffe, now 
<Hie note on the north side, also concerning pirates. 
I read that in the year 1440, in the Lent season, 
certain persons, with six ships, brought from be- 
yond the seas fish to victual the city of London, 
which fish, when they had delivered, and were re- 
turning homeward, a number of sea thieves, in a 
barge, in the night came upon them, when they 
were asleep in their vessels, riding at anchor on the 
river Thames, and slew them, cut their throats, 
cast them overboard, took their money, and drowned 
their ships, for that no man should espy or accuse 
them. Two of these thieves were after taken, and 
hanged in chains upon a gallows set upon a raised 
hill, for that purpose n^e, in the field beyond 
East Smithfield, so that they might be seen far 
into the river Thames. The first building at Rad- 
cliffe in my youth (not to be forgotten) was a fair 
free school and alms houses, founded by A vice 
Gibson, wife to Nicholas Gibson, grocer, as before 
I have noted : but of late years shipwrights, and 
(for the most part) other marine men, have built 
many large and strong houses for themselves, and 
smaller for sailors, from thence almost to Poplar, 
and so to Blake wall. Now for Tower hill ; the 
plain there is likewise greatly diminished by mer- 
chants i* for building of small tenements ; from 



* ** To Wapping in the Wose, and Wapping itself, the 
nxnal place, tee/* — U< etHtiont p. 347. 

t '* Vajn hedges, long rowes of elme, and other trees." — 
Meditiomt p. 847. 

I " By eseroachments for building of small tenements, 
sad takfng in of garden -plots, thmber-jrards, or what they 



thence towards Aldgate was the Minories, whereof 
I have spoken. 

From Aldgate east again lieth a large street, re- 
plenished with buildings ; to wit, on the north side 
the parish church of St. Botolph, and so other 
buildings, to Hog lane, and to the bars on both 
sides. 

Also without the bars both the sides of the street 
bo pestered with cottages and alleys, even up to 
Whitechapel church, and almost half a mile beyond 
it, into the common field ; all which ought to be 
open and free for all men. But tliis common field, 
I say, being sometime the beauty of this city on 
that part, is so encroached upon by building of 
filthy cottages, and with other purpressors, in- 
closurcs, and laystalls (notwithstanding all pro- 
clamations and acts of parliament made to the 
contrary), that in some places it scarce remaineth 
a suflicieut highway for the meeting of carriages 
and droves of cattle ; much less is there any fair, 
pleasant, or wholesome way for people to walk on 
foot ; which is no small blemish to bo famous a 
city to have so unsavoury and unseemly an entrance 
or passage thereunto. 

Now of Whitechapel church somewhat, and then 
back again to Aldgate. This church is, as it were, 
a chapel of ease to the parish of Stebinhith, and 
the parson of Stebinhith hath the gift thereof ; 
which being first dedicated to the name of God 
and the blessed Virgin, is now called St. Mary 
Matfellon. About the year 1428, the 6th of King 
Henry VI., a devout widow of that parish had long 
time cherished and brought up of alms a certain 
Frenchman, or Breton bom, which most unkindly 
and cruelly in a night murdered the said widow 
sleeping in her bed, and after fled with such jewels 
and other stuff of hers as he might carry ; but he 
was so freshly pursued, that for fear he took the 
church of St. George in Southwarke, and challenged 
privilege of sanctuary there, and so abjured the 
king's land *. Then the constables (having charge 
of him) brought him into London, intending to have 
conveyed him eastward ; but so soon as he was 
come into the parish, where before he had com- 
mitted the murder, the wives cast upon him so 
much fllth and odour of the street, that (notwith- 
standing the best resistance made by the constables) 
they slew him out of hand ; and for this feat, it 
hath been said, that parish to have purchased that 



list. From this Tower hill towards Aldgate (heing a long 
continuous street), amongst other buildings, was that abbey 
of nunnes called the Minorities, or Minories, whereof I have 
spoken. And on the other side of that streete lyeth the 
ditche without the wall of the citie f^om the Tower unto 
Aidegate."— Wt edition, p. 347-8. 

* This abjuring the king's land was an act of self-banish- 
ment, which any person claiming the privilege of sanctuary 
was called upon to put in force. Within the space of forty 
days he was to clothe himself in sackcloth, confess his crime 
before the coroner, solemnly abjure the realm, and taking a 
cross in his hand, repair to an appointed port, embark, and 
quit the country. If apprehended, or brought bark on hia 
way thither within forty days, he was entitled to plead his 
privilege of sanctuary, and to claim a ft'ee passage. 

The murderer mentioned in the text was obviously being 
conveyed by the constables to the port appointed for his 
embarkation, when he was visited by the summary Justice 
of the fHends and neighbours of the widow whom he had 
slain. 
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name of St. Mary Matfellon ; but I find in record, 
the same to be called Villa beatse Maria de Mat- 
fellon, in the 2l8t of Richard II. 

More, we read, that in the year 1336, the 10th 
of Edward III., the bishop of Alba, cardinal and 
parson of Stebinhith, procurator general in Eng- 
land, presented a clerk to be parson in the church 
of the blessed Mary called Matfellon, without Aid- 
gate of London, &c. 

Now again from Aldgate north-west to Bishops- 
gate, lieth Houndsditch, and so to Bishopsgate. 

North, and by east from Bishopsgate, lieth a 
large street or highway, having on the west side 
thereof the parish church of St. Buttolph. 

Then is the hospital of St. Mary of Bethelem, 
founded by a citizen of London, and as before is 
showed : up to the bars without the which is Nor- 
ton fall gate, a liberty so called, belonging to the 
dean of Paules ; thence up to the late dissolved 
priory of St. John Baptist, called Holywell, a house 
of nuns, of old time founded by a bishop of Lon- 
don. Stephen Grausend, bishop of London, about 
the year 1318, was a benefactor thereunto ; re- 
edified by Sir Thomas Level *, knight of the garter, 
who built much there in the reigns of Henry VII. 
and of Henry VIII. ; he endowed this house with 
fair lands, and was there buried in a large chapel 
by him built for that purpose. This priory was 
valued at the suppression to have of lands two hun- 
dred and ninety-three pounds by year, and was 
surrendered 1539, the 31st of Henry VIII. The 
church thereof being pulled down, many houses 
have been built for the lodgmgs of noblemen, of 
strangers bom, and other f . 

From Holywell in the high street is a continual 
building of tenements to Sewers ditch X, having 
one small side of a field, already made a garden 
plot. Over against the north comer of this field, 
between it and the church of St. Leonardo in Shore- 
ditch, sometime stood a cross, now a smith's forge, 
dividing three ways : forth right the highway is 
built upon either side, more than a good flight shot, 
towards Kinges land, Newington, Totanham, &c. 

On the left hand is Galde street, which reacheth 
west to a stone cross, over against the north end 
of Grolden lane§, and so to the end of Goswell 
street. On the right hand of this Galde street, 
not far from Sowers ditch, but on tlie north side 
thereof, is Hoxtou, a large street with houses on 
both sides, and is a prebend belonging to Paules 
church in London, but of Soers ditch parish. 

• « Brought up in Lincoln's inn."— 1«< edition, p. 349. 

t " And neare thereunto are builded two publique houses 
for the acting and shewe of comedies, tragedies, and histo- 
ries, for recreation. Whereof one is called the Courtein, 
the other the Theatre ; both standing on the south-west side 
towards the field."— l«f edition, p. 349. 

Mr. J. P. Collier, in his valuable Annate of the Stage (iii. 
p. 263), was the first to point out the existence of this pas- 
sage in the first edition of the Survey, and the importance 
of the information it contained ; Malone having declared 
himself " unable to ascertain the situation of the Theatre." 
and Chalmers, who confounded it with the BlackfHars, having 
said "it was probably situated in the BlackAriars, out of 
the Lord Mayor's Jurisdiction.*' 

} Shoreditch. In the first edition, it is called Sors ditch, 
or Sewers ditch. 

f " Over against the north end of Grub street.*'— 1«< edi- 
tion, p. 349. 



On the right hand beyond Soers ditch church 
toward Hackney are some late built houses upon 
tlie common soil, for it was a leystall, but those 
houses belong to the parish of Stebunhith. 

On the other side of the highway from Bishops- 
gate and Houndsditch is the Dolphin, a common 
inn for receipt of travellers ; then a house built by 
the Lord John Powlet, then Fisher's folly *, and so 
up to the west end of Berwardes lane, is a continual 
building of small cottages, then the hospital called 
St. Mary Spittle, hard within the bars, whereof I 
have spoken in Bishopsgate ward. 

From the which bars towards Soers ditchf on that 
side is all along a continual building of small and 
base tenements, for4he most part lately erected. 

Amongst the which (I mean of the ancientest 
building) was one row of proper small houses, with 
gardens for poor decaved people, there placed by 
the prior of the said nospital ; every one tenant 
whereof paid one penny rent by the year at Christ- 
mas, and dined with the prior on Christmas day : 
but after the suppression of the hospital, these 
houses, for want of reparations, in few years were 
so decayed, that it was called Rotten row, and the 
poor worn out (for there came no new in their 
place) houses, for a small portion of money, were 
sold from Goddard to Russell, a draper, who new 
built them, and let them out for rent enough, 
taking also large fines of the tenants, near as much 
as the houses cost him purchase and building ; for 
he made liis bargains so hardly with all men, that 
both carpenter, bricklayer, and plasterer, were by 
that work undone : and yet, in honour of his name, 
it is now called Russell's row. 

Now for the parish of St. Leonard at Soersditch, 
the archdeacon of London is always parson thereof, 
and the cure is served by a vicar. In this church 
have been divers honourable persons buried, as ap- 
peareth by monuments yet remaining : Sir John 
Elrington, with Margaret his wife, diaughter and 
heir to Thomas LuxncI Itchingham, widow to Wil- 
liam Blount, son and heir to Walter Blount, the 
first Lord Mountjoy, which Margaret died 1481. 
Sir Humfrey Starkie, recorder of London, baron of 
the Exchequer ; John Gadde, shereman of London, 
and Anne his wife, 1480 ; Sir Thomas Sevmore, 
mayor of London, deceased 1535 ; Sir Thomas 
Ligh, doctor of law, 1545. Item, under one fair 
monument lieth buried the Lady Katherine, daugh- 
ter to Edward, duke of Buckingham, wife to Ralph 
Novell, £Uurl of Westmoreland, who died 1553 ; 
also Elianor, daughter to Sir William Paston, wife 
to Thomas Mannars, earl of Rutland, 1551 ; Mar- 
garet, daughter to Ralph Nevell, earl of Westmore- 
land, and wife to Henry Mannars, earl of Rutland, 
1560 ; Katherine, daughter to Henry Novel, earl 
of Westmoreland, and wife to Sir John Constable 
of Holdemess, 1591 ; Anne, daughter to T. Man- 
nars, earl of Rutland ; Sir T. Mannars, fourth son 
to Thomas, earl of Rutland, 1591 ; Oliver Man- 
nars, fifth son to Thomas, earl of Rutland, 1563, all 
under one monument ; Richard and Harry Young, | 
1545. 
Notwithstanding that, of late one vicar there, for 

* " Next to that a large house, with gardens of pleasure, 
builded by Jasper Fisher, from this up to the west end of 
Hog lane, ftc."— ]«< edition, p. 350. 

t " Soerditch, so called more than four bundled yeares 
since, as I can prove by record." — Slow. 
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covetonsiiefls of the bnu», which he converted into 
coined silTer, plucking up many plates fixed on the 
gnTes, and left no memory of such as had been 
buried under them, a great injury both to the 
living and the dead, forbidd^i by public proclama- 
tion, in the reign of our sovereign lady Queen Eli- 
zabeth, but not forborne by numy, that either of a 
preposterous zeal, or of a greedy mind, spare not 
to satisfy themselves by so wicked a means. 

One note of Shoreditch, and so an end of that 
suburb. I read, that in the year 1440, the 18th of 
Henry VI., a fuller of Shoreditch appeached of 
treason many worthy esquires and gentlemen of 
Kent, but he being proved false, was attainted, con- 
demned, and had iudgment to be drawn, hanged, 
and quartered ; which was done ; his head set on 
London bri<i^,and his quarters on the gates. This 
justice was done according to the xvith of Deuter- 
onomy : ** The judges shall make diligent inquisi- 
tioo, and if the witness be found false, and to have 
given false witness against his brother, then shall 
diey do unto him as he had thought to do unto his 
brother," &c. I read of the King^s Manor vocatur 
Shoreditch-place, in the parish of Hackney, but 
how it took that name I know not, and therefore I 
will turn back from Shoreditch cross to Bethelem 
eroes, and so pass through that hospital into the 
Horefield, which lieth without the postern called 
Horegate.' 

This field of old time was called the More, as 
appeareth by the charter of William the Conqueror 
to the college of St Martin, declaring a running 
water to pass into the city from the same More. 
Also Fttzstephen writeth of this More, saying 
thus : ** When the great fen, or moor, which wa- 
tereth the walls on the north side, is frozen," &c. 
This fen, or moor field, stretching from the wall of 
the dty betwixt Bishopsgate and the postern called 
Cripples gate, to Fensbery and to Holy well, con- 
tinued a waste and unprofitable ground along time, 
so that the same was all letten mr four marks the 
year, in the reign of Edward IL ; but in the year 
1415, the 3rd of Heni^ V., Thonuis Fawconer, 
mayor, as I have showed, caused the wall of the 
city to be broken toward the said moor, and built 
the postern called Moregate, for the ease of the 
citizens to walk that way upon causeys towards 
Iseldon and Hoxton : moreover, he caused the 
ditches of the city, and other the ditches from 
Soers ditch to Deepe ditch, by Bethelem, into the 
More ditch, to be new cast and cleansed ; by means 
whereof the said fen or moor was greatly drained 
and dried ; but shortly after, to wit, in 1477, Balph 
Joeeline, mayor, for repairing of the wall of the 
dty, caused the said moor to be searched for clay, 
and brick to be burnt there, &;c. ; by which means 
this field was made the worse for a long time. 

In the year 1498, all the gardens, which had 
eootinned time out of mind without Moregate, to 
wit, about and beyond the lordship of Finsbery, 
were destroved ; and of them was made a plain 
field for archers to shoot in. And in the year 1512, 
Boger Archley, mayor, caused divers dikes to be 
casty and made to dram the waters of the said 
Morefielde, with bridges arched over them, and 
the grounds about to be levelled, whereby the said 
field was made somewhat more commodious, but 
yet b stood full of noisome waters ; whereupon, in 
the year 1527, Sir Thomas Semor, mayor, caused 



divers sluices to be made to convey the said waters 
over the Town ditch, into the course of Walbrooke, 
and so into the Thames ; and by these degrees was 
this fen or moor at length made main and hard 
ground, which before being overgrown with flags, 
sedges, and rushes, served to no use ; since the 
which time also the further grounds beyond Fens- 
burv court have been so overheightened with lay- 
stalls of dimg, that now three windwills are thereon 
set ; the ditches be filled up, and the bridges over- 
whelmed. 

And now concerning the inclosnres of common 
grounds about this city, whereof I mind not much 
to argue, Edward Hall setteth down a note of his 
time, to wit, in the 5th, or rather 6th of Henry 
VIII. ^ Before this time," saith he, <<the inha- 
bitants of the towns about London, as Iseldon, 
Hoxton, Shoreditch, and others, had so inclosed 
the common fields with hedges and ditches, that 
neither the young men of the city might shoot, nor 
the ancient persons walk for their pleasures in those 
fields, but that either their bows and arrows were 
taken away or broken, or the honest persons ar- 
rested or indicted ; saying, * that no Londoner 
ought to go out of the dtv, but in the highways.' 
This saying so grieved the Londoners, mat sud- 
denly this year a great number of the city assem- 
bled themselves in a morning, and a turner, in a 
fool's coat, came crying through the city, ' Shovels 
and spades ! shovels and spades ! ' so many of the 
people followed, that it was a wonder to behold ; 
and within a short space all the hedges ailbout the 
city were cast down, and the ditches filled up, and 
every thing made plain, such was the diligence of 
these workmen. The king's council hearing of this 
^assembly, came to the Gray Friars, and sent for 
the mayor and council of the city to know the 
cause, which declared to them the injury and an- 
noying done to the citizens and to their liberties, 
which though they would not seek disorderly to 
redress, yet the commonalty and young persons 
could not be stayed thus to remedy uie same. 
When the king's council had heard their answer, 
they dissimuled the matter, and commanded the 
mayor to see that no other thing were attempted, 
but that they should forthwith call home the 
younger sort ; who having speedily achieved their 
desire, returned home before the king's council, 
and the mayor departed without more harm : after 
which time (saith Hall) these fields were never 
hedged, but now we see the thing in worse case 
than ever, by means of inclosure for gardens, 
wherein are built many fair summer-houses * ; and, 
as in other places of the suburbs, some of them 
like Midsummer pageants, with towers, turrets, and 
chimney-tops, not so much for use of profit as for 
show and pleasure, betraying the vanity of men's 
minds, much unlike to the disposition of the ancient 
citizens, who delighted in the building of hospitals 
and alms-houses for the poor, and therein both 
employed their wits, and spent their wealths in 
preferment of the common commodity of this our 
city. 

But to come back again to Moregate, and from 
thence west through a narrow Utne <»lled the Pos- 
tern, because it hath at either end a door to be 

• " Banqueting houses like hanqueroutes, hearing great 
shew and little worth."— .Slow. 
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shut in the night season, betwixt the More ditch 
inclosed with brick for tenter- vards, and the gar- 
dens of the said More field, to More lane ; a part 
of the suburb without Cripplesgate, without this 
postern, called Cripplesgate, also lay a part of the 
said More even to the river of the Wells, as in 
another place I have showed ; and no houses were 
there built till the latter end of the reign of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, and of his son William Rufus ; 
about which times some few houses beine there 
built along east and west, thwart before the said 
gate, one Alfune built for the inhabitants a parish 
church, which is of St. Giles, somewhat west from 
the said gate, and is now on the bank of the town 
ditch ; and so was there a street, since called Fore 
street, as standing before the gate. 

This Alfune, in the reign of Henry I., became 
the first hospitaller of St. Bartlemewe's hospital in 
Smithfield, as in another place I have noted. And 
this parish church of St. Giles being at the first a 
small thing, stood in place where now standeth the 
vicarage-house, but hath been since at divers times 
much enlarged, according as the parish hath in- 
creased, and was at the length newly built in place 
where now it standeth. But the same new church 
being large, strongly built, and richly furnished 
with ornaments, was in the year 1545, by casualty 
of fire, sore burnt and consumed, notwithstanding 
it was again within a short space of time repaired, 
as now it showeth. 

Some little distance from the east end of this 
church standeth a fair conduit, castellated, in Fore 
street. Then have ye a boss of sweet water in the 
wall of the churchyard, lately made a pump, but 
already decayed. 

Then have ye a fair pool of sweet water near to^ 
the church of St. Giles, wherein Anne of Lodbery' 
was drowned, as I have before declared. 

In the east end of Fore street is More lane : 
then next is Grub street ; of late years inhabited, 
for the most part, by bowyers, fletchers, bow-string 
makers, and such like occupations, now little occu- 
pied ; archery giving place to a niunber of bowling- 
alleys and dicing-houses, which in all places are 
increased, and too much frequented. 

This street stretchcth north to Gueradcs Well 
street, which thwarteth it to White cross street ; 
the next from Fore street north is White cross 
street, likewise extending itself up to the west end 
of Guerades Well street, and from the end thereof 
to Eald street. 

From the west end of Fore street lieth Red 
cross street ; from the which cross on the right 
hand east lieth Beech lane, and reacheth to the 
White cross street. From Red cross north lieth 
Golding lane, which stretcheth up to a cross in 
Ealde street, which Golding lane on both the sides 
is replenished with many tenements of poor people. 

On the left hand, and west of the Red cross, 
lieth a street of old time called Houndes ditch, and 
of later time named Barbican, of such cause as I have 
before noted. And thus have you all the suburb 
without Creplegate, being almost altogether in the 
parish of* St. Giles, which hath more uian eighteen 
hundred householders, and above four thousand 
communicants. 

Without Aldersgate on the left hand is the pa- 
rish church of St. Buttolph ; on the north side of 
the which church lieth a way called Little Britane 



street, towards tlie priory of St. Bartholomew in 
Smithfield ; but the highway without Aldersgate 
runneth straight north from the said gate unto 
Houndes ditch, or Barbican street, on the right 
hand, and Long lane on the left hand, which run- 
neth into Smithfield. 

Then from the farther end of Aldersgate street, 
straight north to the bar, is called Goswell street, 
replenished with small tenements, cottages, and 
alleys, gardens, banqueting-houses, and bowling- 
places. 

Beyond these bars, leaving the Charter-house on 
the left hand, or the west side, the way stretcheth 
up towards Iseldon, and on the right hand, or east 
side, at a Red cross, tiuneth into Eald street, so 
called, for that it was the old highway from Alders- 

gite, for the north-east ))arts of England, before 
ishopsgate was built, which street runneth east to 
a smith's forge, sometime a cross before Shoreditch 
church, from whence the passengers and carriages 
were to turn north to King's land, Tottenham, 
Waltham, Ware, &c. 

There was sometime in this suburb without Al- 
dersgate an hospital for the poor, but an alien of 
Clunie, a French order, and therefore suppressed 
by King Henry V., who gave the house, with lands 
and goods, to the parish of St. Buttolph, and a bro- 
therhood of the Trinity was there founded, which 
was afterward suppressed by Henry VI II. or Ed- 
ward VI. 

There is at the farthest north comer of this 
suburb a windmill, which was sometime by a tem- 
pest of wind overthrown, and in place thereof a 
chapel was built by Queen Katherine (first wife to 
Henry VIII.), who named it the Mount of Cal- 
vary, because it was of Christ's passion, and was in 
the end of Henry VIII. pulled down, and a wind- 
mill newly set up as afore. 

Without Newgate lieth the west and by north 
suburb ; on the right hand, or north-side whereof, 
betwixt the said gate and the parish of St. Sepul- 
chre, tumeth a way towards West Smithfield, 
called, as I have showed, Giltepurre street, or 
Knightriders street ; then is Smithfield itself com- 
passed about with buildings, as I have before de« 
clared, in Faringdon ward without. 

And without the bar of West Smithfield lieth a 
large street or way, called of the house of St. John 
there St John's street, and stretcheth toward Isel- 
don, on the right hand whereof stood the late dis- 
solved monastery called the Charterhouse *, founded 
by Sir Walter Manny, knight, a stranger bom, lord 
of the town of Manny, in the diocese of Cambrey, 
beyond the seas, who for service done to King £d- 
wu*d III. was made knight of the garter : so his 
house he founded upon this occasion. A great pes- 
tilence entering this island, began first in Dorset- 
shire, then proceeded into Devonshire, Somerset- 
shire, Gloucestershire, and Oxfordshire, and at 



* A very pleasing sketch of this interesting spot — its chi' 
▼alrouB projector, Sir Walter Manny — its ill-fated possessor, 
the Duke of Norfolk, beheaded in the reign of Elisabeth— 
and, lastly, of the muniflcent founder of what Fuller calls 
" the masterpiece of Protestant English charity,** Sir Tho- 
mas Sutton, the man whose pious prayer waa, " Lord, thou 
hast given me a large and liberal estate ; give me also a heart 
to make use thereof I '* — will be found in Knight's London^ 
ii. 113—132. 
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length came to London, and overspread all Eng- 
land, 80 wasting the people, that scarce the tenth 
person of all sorts was left aliTe, and churchyards 
were not sufficient to receive the dead, but men 
were forced to choose out certain fields for burials ; 
whereupon Ralph Stratford, bishop of London, in 
the year 1348, bought a piece of ground called No 
Man*s Land, which he inclosed with a wall of brick, 
and dedicated fur burial of the dead, building there- 
upon a proper chapel, which is now enlarged and 
oiade a dwelling-house ; and this burying plot is 
become a fur garden, retaining the old name of 
Pardon churchyard. 

About this, in the year 1349, the said Sir Walter 
Manny, in respect of danger that might befall in 
Uiis time of so great a plague and infection, pur- 
chased thirteen acres and a rod of ground adjoining 
to Uie said No Kan's Land, and lying in a place 
called Spittle cross, because it belonged to St. Bar- 
tilmewe's hospital, since that called the New church 
haw, and caused it to be consecrated by the said 
bishop of London to the use of burials. 

In this plot of ground there were in that year 
more than fifty thousand persons buried, as I have 
read in the charters of Edward III. : also, I have 
seen and read an inscription fixed on a stone cross, 
sometime standing in the same churchyard, and 
having these woras : — '*^ Anno Domini 1349, rtg- 
ncmte moffna pedilentia oonBeercUum /uit koo CasmiU' 
rMHn, in quo tt iirfra iqpta praentis moncuterii,9epttUa 
/kerunt mortuorum corpora plutquam quinquaginia 
wnUioy prceUr alia multa atkine usque ad prt$enSy 
quorum animabut propUidur Deut. Amen.** 

In consideration of the number of Christian peo- 
ple here buried, the said Sir Walter Kanny caused 
first a chapel to be built, where for the space of 
twenty-three years offerings were made ; and it is 
to be noted, that above one hundred thousand bo- 
dies of Christian people had in that chiurchyard 
been buried ; for the said knight had purchased 
that place for the burial of poor people, travellers, 
and other that were deceased, to remain for ever ; 
whereupon an order was taken for the avoiding of 
contention between the parsons of churches and 
that house ; to wit, that the bodies should be had 
unto the church where they were parishioners, or 
died, and, after the funeral service done, had to the 
place where they should be buried. And in the 
year 1371 he caused there to be founded a house 
of Carthusian monks, which he willed to be called 
the Sahitation, and that one of the monks should 
be called prior ; and he gave them the said place 
of thirteen acres and a r(^ of land, with the chapel 
and houses there built, for their habitation : he 
also gave them the three acres of land lying with- 
ont the walls on the north part, betwixt the lands 
of the abbot of Westminster and the lands of the 
prior <^St. John (which three acres were purchased, 
mdoeed, and dedicated by Ralph Stratford, bishop 
of London, as is afore showed), and remained till 
our time by the name of Pardon churchyard, and 
served for burying of such as desperately ended 
their lives, or were executed for felonies, who were 
fetched thither usually in a close cart, bailed over 
and covered with black, having a plain white cross 
thwarting, and at the fore end a St. John's cross 
withoat, and within a bell ringmg by shaking of 
the cart, whereby the same might be heard when 
it passed ; and this was called the friary cart, which 



belonged to St. John's, and had the privilege of 
sanctuary. 

In this charter-house were the monuments of the 
said Sir Walter Manny, and Margaret his wife ; 
Marmaduke Lumley ; Laurence Brumley, knight ; 
Sir Edward Hederset, knight ; Sir William Manny, 
knight ; Dame Joan Borough ; John Dore ; Want 
Water, knight ; Robert Olney, esquire ; Katharine, 
daughter to Sir William Babington, knight ; Blanch, 
daughter to Hugh Watertou ; Katherine, wife to 
John at Poote, daughter and heir to Richard de 
Lacie ; William Rawlin ; Sir John Lenthaine, and 
Dame Margaret his wife, daughter to John Fray ; 
John Peake, esquire ; William Baron, and William 
Baron, esquire ; Sir Thomas Thaiiites^ knight ; 
Philip Morgan, bishop of Ely, 1434. 

In the cloister : — Bartholomew Rede, knight, 
mayor of London, buried 1505 ; Sir John Popham, 

This monastery, at the suppression in the 29th 
of Henry VI 1 1., was valued at six hundred and 
forty-two pounds and four-pence halfpenny yearly. 

A little without the bars of West Smitbfield is 
Charterhouse lane, so called, for that it leadeth to 
the said plot of the late diiMolved monastery ; in 

?Iace whereof, first the Lord North, but since 
'homas Howard, late Duke of Norfolk, have made 
large and sumptuous buildings both for lodging 
and pleasure. At the gate of this Charter-house 
is a fair water conduit, with two cocks, serving the 
use of the neighbours to their great commo- 
dity. 

St. John's street, from the entering this lane, is 
also on both the sides replenished with buildings 
up to Clerkenwell. On the left hand of which 
street lieth a lane called Cow cross, of a cross some- 
time standing there ; which lane tumeth down to 
another lane called Tumemill street, which stretch- 
etch up to the west of Clerkenwell, and was called 
Tumemill street, for such cause as is afore de- 
clared. 

One other lane there is called St. Peter's lane, 
which tumeth from St. John's street to Cow 
cross. 

On the left hand also stood the late dissolved 
prifl tY of St. John o f Jerusalem in England, founded 
abourthe year of Christ 1100 "by Jorden Briset, 
baron, and Muriell his wife, near unto Clarkes well 
besides West Smitbfield ; which Jorden having 
first founded the priory of nuns at Clarkes well, 
bought of them ten acres of land, giving them in 
exchange ten acres of land in his lordship of Wel- 
ling hall, in the county of Kent St. John's church 
was dedicated by Eraclius, patriarch of the holy 
resurrection of Christ at Jerusalem, in the year 
1185, and was the chief seat m England of the re- 
ligious knights of St. John of Jerusalem ; whose 
profession was, besides their daily service of Grod, 
to defend Christians against pagans, and to fight 
for the church, using for their habit a black upper 
garment, with a white cross on the fore part 
thereof ; and for their good service was so highly 
esteemed, that when the order of Templars was 
dissolved, their Unds and possessions were by par- 
liament granted unto these, who after the loss of 
Jerusalem recovered the isle of Rhodes from the 
Turks, and there placed themselves, being called 
thereof for many years knights of the Rhodes ; but 
after the loss thereof, 1523, they removed to the 



Suburbs without the walla. 
162 Knights of St. John. 

Monuments in the priory. 



STOWS SURVEY 



Suburbs without the wall*. 
Priory of Clerkenwell. 
Burials in the Chapter-houae. 



isle of Malta*, manfully opposing themselves 
against the Turldsh invasions. 

The rebels of Essex and of Kent, 1381, set fire 
on tiiis house, causing it to bum by the space of 
seven days together, not suffering any to quench 
it ; since the which time the priors of that house 
have new built both the church and hous^ there- 
unto appertainiug ; which church was finished by 
Thomas Docwrey, late lord prior there, about the 
year 1504, as appeareth by the inscription over the 
gate-house, yet remaining. This house, at the sup- 
pression in the 32nd of Henry VIII., was valued to 
dispend in lands three thousand three hundred and 
eighty-five pounds nineteen shillings and eight- 
pence yearly. Sir W. Weston being then lord 
prior, died on the same seventh of May, on which 
the house was suppressed ; so that great yearly 
pensions being granted to the knights by the king, 
and namely to the lord prior during his life one 
thousand pounds, he never received a penny. 

The king took into his hands all the lands that 
belonged to that house and that order, wheresoever 
in England and Ireland, for the augmentation of 
lus crown. 

This priory church and house of St. John was 
preserved from spoil or down pulling, so long as 
King Henry VIII. reigned, and was employed as 
a store-house for the king's toils and tents, for 
hunting, and for the wars, &c. ; but in the 3rd of 
King Edward VI., the church, for the most part, 
to wit, the body and side aisles, with the great bell 
tower (a most curious piece of workmanship,gi*aven, 
gilt, and enamelled, to the great beautifying of the 
city, and passing all other that I have seen), was 
undermined and blown up with gunpowder ; the 
stone thereof was employed in building of the lord 
protector's house at the Strand. That part of the 
choir which remaineth, with some side chapels, was 
by cardinal Pole, in the reign of Queen Mary, 
closed up at the west end, and otherwise repaired ; 
and Sir Thomas Tresham, knight, was tlicn made 
lord prior there, with restitution of some lands, 
but the same was again suppressed in the first year 
of Queen Elizabeth. 

There were buried in this church brethren of 
that house and knights of that order : John Botell ; 
William Bagecore ; Richard Barrow ; John Van- 
clay ; Thomas Launcelen ; John Mallory ; William 
Tumey ; William Hulles, Hils, or Hayles ; John 
Weston ; Redington ; William Longstrother ; John 
Longstrother ; William Tong ; John Wakeline. 
Then of other : Thomas Thomburgh, gentleman ; 
William West, gentleman ; John Fulling, and 
Adam Gill, esquires ; Sir John Mortimer, and 
Dame Elianor his wife ; Nicholas Silverston ; Wil- 
liam Plompton, esquire ; Margaret Tong, and 
Isabel Tong ; Walter Beiliughara, alias Ireland, 
king of arms of Ireland ; Thomas Bcdle, gentle- 
man ; Katherine, daughter of William Plompton, 
mquire ; Richard Turpin, gentleman; Joan, wife 
to Alexander Dikes ; John Bottle, and Richard 
Bottle, esquires ; Rowland Darcie ; Richard Sut- 



* The history of the Knights of St. John, afterwards 
called the Knights of Rhodes, and subsequently the Knights 
of Malta, has been related by Raushnick, in the German 
Taschenbuch, ' Forzeit,* and by Villeneuve Bargeniont, in 
his Monument Hittoriqut* de$ Grand-Mattret de fOrdrt de 
Sf. Jean de J^iuatem, published at Paris in 1829. 



ton, gentleman ; Richard Bottill, gentleman ; Sir 
W. Harpden, knight ; Robert Kingston, esquire, 
and Margery his wife ; John Roch ; Richard Ced- 
nor, gentleman ; Simon Mallory, 1442 ; William 
Mallory, Robert Longstrother, Ralph Asteley, 
William Marshall, Rol^rt Savage, Robert Gondall, 
esquires, and Margery his vme ; William Bap- 
thorpe, baron of the Exchequer, 1442. 

North from the house of St. John's was the pri- 
ory of darken well, so called of Clarkes well ad- 
joining ; which priory was also founded about the 
year 1100 by Jorden Briset, baron, the 8<m of 
Ralph, the son of Brian Briset ; who gave to Ro- 
bert, a priest, fourteen acres of land lying in the 
field next adjoining to the said Clarkes weU, there- 
upon to build a house of religious perscms, which 
he founded to the honour of God and the assump- 
tion of our lady, and placed therein black nuns. 
This Jorden Briset gave also to that house one 
piece of ground, thereby to build a windmill upon, 
&c. He and Muriall his wife were buried in the 
Chapter-house there. More buried in this church : 
John Wikes, esquire, and Isabel his wife ; Dame 
Agnes Cliiford ; Ralph Timbleby, esquire ; Dame 
Jahan, baroness of Greystocke ; I^me Jahaa, Lady 
Ferrars. And of later time in the parish church, 
Constances Bennet, a Greek bom : he gave two 
houses, the one in St. John's street, the other in 
Tummill street ; the rents of them to be distri- 
buted in coals every year against Christmas to the 
poor of that parish. 

William Heme, a master of defence, and yeoman 
of the guard, 1580, gave lands and tenements to the 
clothworkers in London ; they to pay yearly for 
ever fourteen poimds to the churchwardens of 
Clarkenwell, and fourteen pounds to the church- 
wardens of St. Sepulcher's, towards reparations of 
these churches, and relief of the poor men ; more 
he gave after the death of one man, yet living, 
eight pounds the year for ever to the mending of 
highways. 

Thomas Sackeford, esquire, one of the masters 
of requests, gave to the poor of that parish forty 
shillings the year for ever, out of his alms-house at 
Woodbridge in Sufiblk, where he is buried. Henry 
Stoke, gardener, buried there, gave twenty shillings 
the year for ever, towards reparation of that churdb. 
This priory was valued to dispend two hundred and 
sixty-two pounds nine shillings by the year, and 
was surrendered the 31st of Henry VIII. Many 
fair houses are now built about the priory, namely, 
by the highway towards Iseldon. 

So much of the church which remaineth (for 
one great Msle thereof fell down) serveth as a pa- 
rish church of St. John, not only for the tenements 
and near inhabitants, but also (as is aforesaid) for 
all up to Highgate, Muswell, &c. 

Near unto this church,be8ide Clarke's weU lane, 
divers other wells, namely, Skinners well. Fags 
well, Tode well, Loder's well. Rede well, Slc^ now 
dammed up 

Now to return again to Giltspurre street, where 
I first began with this suburb, Uiere standeth the 
parish church of St. Sepulchre in the Bayly, aa is 
before showed ; from tliis street to Tumagaine 
lane, by Hosiar lane, Cow lane, and Holdbom con- 
duit, down Snore hill to Oldbome bridge, and up 
Oldbome hill, by Gold lane on the right hand, and 
Lither lane beyond it, to the bars ; beyond the 
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which ban on the same side is Porte pool, or Grayes 
inn lane, so called of the inn of court, named Grayes 
inn, a goodly house there situate, by whom built or 
first begun I have not yet learned, but seemeth to 
be since ildward III.'s time, and is a prebend to 
Panle*s chiurch in London. 

This lane is furnished with fair buildings and 
many tenements on both the sides, leading to the 
fields towards Highgate and Hamsted. 

On the high street have ye many fair houses 
built, and lodgings for eentlemen, inns for travel- 
lers, and such like up uroost (for it lacketh but 
little) to St Giles in the fields ; amongst the which 
buildings, for the most part being very new, one 
passeth the rest in largeness of rooms, lately built 
by a widow, s(»metime wife to Richard Almgton, 
esquire ; which Richard Alington deceased in the 
year 1561. And thus much for that north side of 
Oldbome. 

Now from Newgate, on the left hand or south 
side, iieth.the Old Bayly, and so down by Seacole 
lane end to Oldbome bridge, up Oldbome hill, by 
Shoe lane and Fewters lane, to Uie bars. 

Beyond the bars had ye in old time a temple 
built by the Templars, whose order first began in 
the year of Christ 1118, m the 19th of Henry I. 
This temple was left and fell to ruin since the year 
1184, when the Templars had built them a new 
temple in Fleet street, near to the river of Thames. 
A great part of this old temple was pulled down, 
but of late in the year 1595. Adjoining to this old 
Temple* was sometime the bishop of Linoolne*s 
inn, wherein he lodged when he repaired to this 
city. Robert de Curars, bishop of Lincolne, built 
it about the year 1147* John Russell, bishop of 
Lincolne, cluuicellor of England, in the reis^ of 
Richard III., was lodged there. It hath of late 
years belonged to the earls of Southampton, and 
therefore called Southampton house. Master Ropar 
hath of late built much there ; by means whereof 
part of the ruins of the old Temple were seen to 
remain built of Caen stone, round in form as the 
new Temple, by Temple bar, and other temples in 
England. Beyond this old Temple and the bishop 
of Lincolne's house f is New street, so called in the 
reign of Henry III., when he of a Jew's house 
founded the house of Converts, betwixt the old 
Temple and the new. 

The same street hath since been called Chancery 
lane, by reason that King Edward III. annexed 
the house of Converts by patent to the ofiioe of 
Custos Rotulorum, or master of the rolls, in the 
16th of his reign. 

In this street the first fair building to be noted 
on the east side is called the Coursitors* office, built 
with divers fair lodgings for gentlemen, all of brick 
and timber, by Sir Nicholas Bacon, Ute lord keeper 
of the great seal. 

Near unto this Coursitors' office be divers fair 
houses and large gardens, built and made in a 
ground sometime belonging to one great house on 
tile other side the street, there made by Ralph 
Nevel, bishop of Chichester. This ground he had 
by the gift of Henry III., as appeareth. The king 
granteth to Ralph, bishop of Chichester, chancellor, 
that place, with the garden, which John Herlirum 

* " The same was after the bishop of Lincoln's inn.— 1«< 
tJitum, p. S61. 
t " Beyond this Southampton house."— /Mil. 



forfeited in that street, called New street, over 
against the land of the said bishop in the same 
street ; which place, with the garden and appur- 
tenance, was the king's escheat by the Uberty of 
the city of London, as it was acknowledged beforo 
the king in his court at the Tower of London, in 
the last pleas of the crown of that city. cart. 11 
Henry in. 

Then was the house of Conveils, wherein now the 
rolls of Chancery be kept ; then the Sergeants' inn, 
&c. 

On the west side of New street, towards the 
north end thereof, was of old time the chuivh and 
house of the Preaching Friers * ; concerning the 
which house I find, that in the year of Christ 
1221, the friars' preachers, thirteen in number, 
came into England, and having to their prior gdb 
named Gilbert de Fraxineto, in company of Peter 
de la Roche, bishop of Winchester, came to Canter- 
bury, where presenting themselves before the arch- 
bishop Steven, he commanded the said prior to 
preach, whose sermon he liked so well, that ever 
after he loved that order. These friars came to 
London, and had their first house without the wall 
of the city by Oldbome, near unto the old Temple. 

Hubert de Burgh, eurl of Kent, was a great be- 
nefactor unto these friars, and deceasing at his 
manor of Bansted in Surrey, or, after some writers, 
at his castle of Barkhamsted in Hartfordshire, in 
the year 1242, was buried in their church ; unto 
the which church he had given hb place at West- 
minster, which the said friars afterwards sold to 
Walter Grey, archbishop of York ; and he left it 
to his successors in that see for ever, to be their 
house, when they should repiur to the city of Lon- 
don. And therefore the same was called York 
place ; which name so continued until the year 
1529, that King Henry VIII. took it from Thomas 
Wolsey, cardinal and archbishop of York, and then 
gave it to name White hall. 

Margaret, sister to the king of Scots, widow to 
Gefirey, earl marshal, deceased 1244, and was bu- 
ried in this church. 

In the year 1250, the friars of this order of 
preachers through Christendom and from Jerusa- 
lem, were by a convocation assembled together at 
this their house by Oldbome, to intreat of their es- 
tate, to the number of four hundred, having meat 
and drink found them of alms, because they had 
no possessions of their own. The first day, the 
king came to their chapter, found them meat and 
drink, and dined with them. Another day the 
queen found them meat and drink ; afterward the 
bishop of London, '^hen the abbot of Westminster, 
of St. Alban's, Waltham, and others. In the year 
1276, Gregory Rokeslcy, mayor, and the barons of 
London, granted and gave to Robert Kilwarbie, 
archbishop of Canterbury, two lanes or ways next 
the street of Baynard's castle, and the tower of 
Mountfichet, to be destroyed. On the which place 
the said Robert built the late new church, with the 
rest of the stones that were left of the said tower : 

* The Black Friars, or Dominicans, were a branch of the 
order of Friars Preachers (Prtedieatorts), founded at Thou- 
louse in 1215 by Dominicus de Guzman, from whom they 
took their name. Dominicus having enjoined the members 
of this order to repeat the Pater Noster and Ave Meuria a 
stated number of times daily, has been by many regarded as 
the inventor of the rosary or beads. 

M 2 



Suburbs without the walls. SuburtM without the walls. 
164 Bishop of Chichester's house. STOWS SURVEY Hospital of St. Giles Id the Field. 

Linooln's inn. The duchjr of Lancaster. 

and thus the black friars left their church and dated the 24th of Henry VII. in these words : — 
house by Oldbome, and departed to their new. ^ Thomas Norton, knight, master of Burton Lager 
This old friar house (juxta Holbome, saith the pa- of Jerusalem in £higland, and the brethren of tlie 
tent) was by King Edward I., in the 16th of his same place, keepers of the hospital of St. Giles, 
reign, given to Henry Lacy, earl of Lincohie. without the bars of the old Temple of London, have 
Next to this house of friars was one other great sold to Geffrey Kent, citizen and draper of London, 
house, sometime belonging to the bishop of Chiches- a messuaee or house, with two cellars above, edt- 
ter, whereof Mathew Paris writeth thus : — ^^ Ralph fied in the parish of Alhallowes, Hony lane, in 
de Nova Villa, or Nevill, bishop of Chichester and West Chepe, adjoining to the west part of a tene- 
chancellor of England, sometime built a noble ment called the Cote on the Hope, pertaining to 
house, even from the ground, not far from the new the drapers of London, for thirty-one pounds." 
Temple and house of Converts ; in the which place At this hospital, the prisoners conveyed from 
he deceased in the year 1244. In this place, after the city of London towards Teybome, there to be 
the decease of the said bishop, and in place of the executed for treasons, felonies, or other trespasses, 
house of black friars before spoken of, Henry Lacy, were presented with a great bowl of ale, thereof to 
earl of Lincoln, constable of Chester, and custos of drink at their pleasure, as to be their last refresh- 
England, built his iuu, and for the most part Was ing in this life. 

lodged there : he deceased in this house in the year Now without Ludgate lieth the south end of the 

1310, and was buried in the new work (whereunto Old Bayly, then down Ludgate hill by Fleet lane, 

he had been a great benefactor) of St. Paul's church over Fleet bridge, up Fleet street, by Shoe lane, 

betwixt our Lady chapel and St. Dunstan's cha- Fewtar's lane. New street, or Chauncerie lane, and 

pel. This Lincoln's inn, sometime pertaining to to Shire lane, by the bar on the right hand ; and 

the bishops of Chichester, as a part of the said from Ludgate on the left hand, or south side, by 

great house, is now an inn of court, retaining the Bride lane, Water lane, Croker's lane, Seiveants' 

name of Lincolne's inn as afore, but now lately in- inn, and the new Temple, by the bar ; all which is 

creased with fair buildings, and replenished with of Faringdon ward, as is afore showed, 
gentlemen studious in the common laws. In the 

reign of Henry VIII. Sir Thomas Lovell was a liberties of the ducht of Lancaster. 

great builder there ; especially he built the gate- ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ j^ ^he New Temple, and li- 

house and fore front towards the east, placing ^^j^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^f Lo„^^^ j^ ^l^^ B^hxihB, is a 

thereon as well the Lacies arms as his own : he ^.^^ pertaining to the duchy of Lancaster, which 

caused the Lacies^arms to bje cast and wrought in y^^^^ ^ the east, on the siuth side or left hand, 

lead, on the louer • of the hall of that house, which y^\^^ ^ver Thames and stretcheth west to Ivie 

was m the three escutcheons a lion rampwit for ,,Jj^ ^^^^^ .^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ j„ ^„ ^1^^ ^^^l, 

^*^;fTr^^/*'^^i5'*'"i^'^K^?"''^.*i'? "defor right hand, some small distance without 

wheatsheafs for Chester. This louer bemg of late ^^^ ,^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^. ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ 

repaired the said escuteheons were left out. The there standing, stretclieth one Urge Middle row, or 

rest of that side, even to Fleet street, is replenished ^^^ ^^ ^^J tenements, partly opening to the 

with fair buiwings. * * i. *i. ^u «>uth, partly towards the north, up west to a stone 

Now the H.gh01dborne street from the north '^ ^^adless, over againU the Strand ; and 

end of New street, stretcheth on the left hand in ^^^ j^ ^^ ^^^^^ Jf that Hberty, which sometime 

building lately fi^ed up to St. GUes m the field, ^^j^^^ ^ ^^^^ Lisle, since to Peter of Savoy, 

which was an hospitol founded by Matilda the ^^^ ^|^^ to the house if Lancaster, as shall be 

queen wife to Henry I., about the year 1 1 17. This ^^^^^^ ^ ^ .^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^^ ^. 

hospital, saith the record of Edward III., the 19th ^j^ ^ {^^ ^'^,^ p^^^ ^^^g^ ^j ^^ 

year was founded without the bar : I eteru Tempi, ^ousls upon the Thames, which sometimes per- 

J-ondon^et eontcnarumf. „ ♦ « ^ tanned to Briane de Insula, or Lisle, without the 

This hospital was fomided as a ceU to Burton ^^,j^ ^^ ^^ ^. ^^ London, in the way or sti^t 

Lager of Jerusalem, as may appear by a deed ^,^ ^^ ^^^ ^ hold to him and to his heirs, 

• The .rehitectural term "loover- hM already occurred Jf ^^^P? y^^^ "? ^^^ Exchequer, at the feast of 

(see page 102); where It is stated that " WiUiam Harlot, ?^- Michaell the Archangell, three barbed airows, 

draper, mayor 1481. gave forty pounds to the making of two ^^^ ^H services, dated at Redmg, &c. This Peter 

loovers in the said GuUd hall.- It is from the Latin, Labia, of Savoy built the Savoy. 

Laubia, Lobium, a gallery. See Ducange's GiouaHum, s. v., But first amongst other buildings memorable for 
which again is derived from the German Loube, 8ee Zie- 

mann's MUtelhockdtnUchet Worterbneh. tion of Mathilde the queen, which was for leprose persons of 

t " Moreover (saith the same Recorde). in the 20th of Ed- the cide of London and shire of Middlesex." — Ut editiom, 

ward III., the said king sent commanderaent under his p. 364. 

greate seale to the mayor and sheriffs of London, willing A frightftil picture of the rarages inflicted by this dreadAil 

them to make proclamation in every ward of the citie and malady, and of the extent to which it existed, may be seen 

suburbes, that all leprous persons, within the saide citie in a long and curious note by Le Grand d'Ausay, in the filth 

and suburbes, should avoid within fifteen dales, and no man volume of his Fabliaux ou Contet (p. 102—105, ed. 1829), in 

suffer any such leprose person to abide within his house, which it is stated that Louis the Young left legacies to no 

upon palne to forfeite his saide house, and to incurre the l«s^ than two thousaod hospitals esUblished for the recep- 

kinges further displeasure. And that they should cause the tion of lepers. 

said lepers to be removed into some out places of the fleldes. This horrible disease, the memory of which kmg survived 

from the haunt or company of all sound people ; whereupon in the songs and popular poetry of the middle ages, has ftir- 

it followed that the citizens required of the guardian of St. nished them with some of their most touching passages. 

Giles' hospitall to take from them, and to keep continually, See upon this point Hoflhian's Hont Btlffiea, Pars 11. (Hoi- 

the number of fourteene persons, according to the founda- landUeht VolMieder), p. 127. 
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greatnesB, on the river of Thames, Excester house, 
so called for that the same belonged to the bishops 
of Excester, and was their inn or London lodging : 
who was first builder thereof I have not read, but 
ttiat Walter Stapleton was a great builder there in 
the reign of Edward IL is manifest ; for the citi- 
zens of London, when they had beheaded him in 
Cheape, near unto the cathedral church of St. 
Paule, they buried him in a heap of sand or rub- 
bish in his own house without Temple bar, where 
he had made great building. Edroond Lacie, bishop 
of Excester, built the great hall in the reign of 
Henry VI., &c. The same hath since been ^led 
Paget house, l^ecause William Lord Paget enlarged 
and possessed it. Then Leycester house, because 
Robert Dudley, earl of Leycester, of late new built 
there, and now Essex house, of the earl of Essex 
lodging there. 

Then west was a chapel dedicated to the Holy 
Ghost, called St. Sprite, upon what occasion founded 
I have not read. Next is Milford lane down to the 
llianiea, but why so called 1 have not read as yet. 

Then was the bishop of Bathes inn, lately new 
built, for a great part thereof, by the Lord Thomas 
Seymour, admiral ; which house came since to be 
possessed by the earl of Arundel, and thereof called 
Arundel house. 

Next beyond the which, on the street side, was 
sometime a fair cemetery or churchyard, and in 
the same a parish church called of the Nativity of 
our Lady, and the Innocents of the Strand, and of 
some by means of a brotherhood kept there, called 
St. Ursula at the Strand. And near adjoining to 
the said church, betwixt it and the river of Thames, 
was an inn of Chancery commonly called Chester's 
inn (because it belonged to the bishop of Chester), 
by others, named of the situation, Strand inn. 

Then was there a house belonging to the bishop 
of Landaff ; for 1 find in record, &e 4th of Ed- 
ward II., that a vacant place lying near the church 
of our Lady at Strand, the said bishop procured it 
of Thomas, earl of Lancaster, for the enlarging of 
this house. Then had ye in the high street a fair 
bridge called Strand bridge, and under it a lane 
or way down to the Unding-pbice on the bank of 
Thames. 

Then was the bishop of Chester's (commonly 
called of Lichfield and Coventrie), his inn or Lon- 
don lodging : this house was first built by Walter 
Langtcm, bishop of Chester^ treasurer of EngUnd 
in the reign of Edward I. 

And next unto it adioining was the bishop of 
Worcester's inn ; all which, to wit, the parish of 
St. Mary at Strand, Strand inn, Strand bridge, 
with the lane under it, the bishop of Chester's inn, 
the bishop of Worcester's inn, with all the tene- 
ments adjoining, were by commandment of Ed- 
ward, duke of Somerset, uncle to Edward VI., and 
lord protector, palled down, and made level ground 
in the year 1549 ; in place whereof he built that 
large and goodly house, now called Somerset 
house*. 

* It is more than probable that the Protector, who was ex- 
ecuted in 1552, never enjoyed the use of this palace, which 
upon his death ftll to the crown, and became the residence 
of Qneen Elisabeth, Anne of Denmark, and Catherine of 
Braganza. The old palace, after undergoing extensive re- 
pairs, under the superintendence of Inigo Jones, was even- 
tually pulled down, and in its ^aoe the present building 



In the high street, near unto the Strand, some- 
time stood a cross of stono against the bishop of 
Coventrie or Chester his house ; whereof I i^ad, 
that in the year 1 294, and divers other times, the 
justices itinerants sate without London, at the stone 
cross over against the bishop of Coventrie's house, 
and sometime they sate in the Bishop's house, 
which was hard by the Strand, as is aforesaid. 

Then next is the Savoy, so called of Peter, earl 
of Savoy, and Richmond, son to Thomas, earl of 
Savoy, brother to Boniface, archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and imcle uuto Eleanor, wife to King Henry 

in. 

He first built this house in the year 1245 ; and 
here is occasion offered me for satisfying of some 
deniers thereof, to prove that this Peter of Savoy 
was also earl of Savoy : whci*efore, out of a book 
of tlie genealogies of all the whole house of Savoy, 
compiled by Phillebert Pingonio, baron of Guzani, 
remaining in the hands of W. Smith, alias Rouge- 
dragon, oflBcer of arms, I have gathered this : — 
lliomas, earl of Savoy, had issue by Beatrix, daugh- 
ter to Aimon, earl of Greneva, nine sons and three 
daughters. Amades, his first son, succeeded earl 
of Savoy in the year 1253 ; Peter, his second son, 
earl of Savoy and of Richmond, in 1268 ; Philip, 
his third son, earl of Savoy and Burgimdie, 1284 ; 
Thomas, the fourth, earl of Flanders and prince of 
Piemont ; Boniface, the eighth, archbishop of Can- 
terbury ; Beatrix, his daughter, married to Ray- 
mond Beringarius of Aragon, earl of Province and 
Narbone, had issue, and was mother to five queens : 
The first, Margaret, wife to Lewes, king of France ; 
the second, Eleanor, wife to Henry III. king of 
England ; the third, Sanctia, wife to Richard, king 
of ue Romans ; the fourth, Beatrix, wife to Charles, 
king of Naples ; the fifth, Johanna, wife to Philip, 
king of Navarre. 

To return again to the house of Savoy : Queen 
Eleanor, wife to king Henry III., purchased this 
place afterwards of the fraternity or brethren of 
Montjoy * ; unto whom Peter of Savoy, as it seem- 
eth, had given it, for her son, Edmond earl of Lan- 
caster (as M. Cunden hath noted out of a register- 
book of the dukes of Lancaster). Henr}', duke of 
Lancaster, repaired, or rather new built it, with 
the charges of fifty- two thousand marks, which 
money he had gathered together at the town of 
Bridgerike. John, the French king, was lodged 
there in the year 1357, and also in the year IdSs ; 
for it was at that time the fairest manor in England. 

In the year 1381, the rebels of Kent and Essex 
burnt this house ; unto the which there was none 
in the realm to be compared in beauty and stateli- 
ness (saith mine author) f. They set fire on it 
round about, and made proclamation that none, on 
pain to lose his head, should convert to his own use 
any thing that there was, but that they should 
break sucn plate and vessels of gold and silver as 
was found in that house (which was in great plenty) 
into small pieces, and throw the same into the 
river of Thames : precious stones they should 
bruise in mortars, that the same might be to no 
use, and so it was done by them. One of their 

was commenced from the design of Sir William Chambers, 
in 1775. 

* "Fratres de Monte Jovis, or Priory de Comuto, by 
Havering at the Bower."--5tow. 

t H. Knighton.— J/oir. 
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compMiions they, burnt in the fire, because he 
minded to have reserved one goodlv piece of plate *. 
They found there certain barrels of gunpowder, 
which they thought had been gold or silver, and 
throwing them into the fire more suddenly than 
they thought, the hall was blown up, the houses 
destroyed, and themselves very hardly escaped 
away. 

This house being thus defaced, and almost over- 
thrown by these rebels for malice they bare to 
John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, of latter time 
came to the king's hands, and was again raised and 
beautifully built for an hospital of St. John Baptist 
by King Henry VII. about the year 1509, for the 
which hospital, retaining still the old name of Sa- 
voy, he purchased lands to be employed upon the 
relieving of a hundred poor people. This hospital 
being valued to dispend five hundred and twenty- 
nine pounds fifteen shillings, &c. by year, was sup- 
pressed the teoath of June, the 7th of Edward VI. : 
the beds, bedding, and other furniture belonging 
thereunto, with seven hundred marks of the said 
lands by year, he gave to the citizens of London, 
with his house of Bridewell, to the furnishing 
thereof, to be a workhouse for the poor and idle 
persons, and towards the furnishing of the hospital 
of St. Thomas in Southwarke, lately suppressed. 

This hospital of Savoy was again new founded, 
erected, corporated, and endowed with lands by 
Queen Mary, the third of November : in the 4th of 
her reign, one Jackson took possession, and was 
made master thereof in the same month of Novem- 
ber. The ladies of the court and maidens of ho- 
nour (a thing not to be forgotten) stored the same 
of new with beds, bedding, and other furniture, in 
very ample manner, &c. ; and it was by patent so 
confirmed at Westminster the 9th of May, the 4th 
and 5th of Philip and Mary. The chapel of this 
hospital serveth now as a parish church to the 
tenements thereof near adjoining, and others. 

The next was sometime the bishop of Carlisle's 
inn, which now belongeth to the earl of Bedford, 
and is called Russell or Bedford house. It stretch- 
eth from the hospital of Savoy, west to Ivie bridge, 
where Sir Robert Cecill, principal secretary to her 
majesty, hath lately raised a lai^ and stately house 
of brick and timber, as also levelled and paved the 
highway near adjoining, to the great beautifying of 
that street and commodity of passengers. Richard 
: II., in the 8th of his reign, granted license to pave 
j widi stone the highway called Strand street from 
Temple bar to tibe Savoy, and toll to be taken 
towards the charges ; and again the like was 
granted in the 42nd of Henry VI. 

Ivie bridge, in the high street, which had a way 
under it leading down to the Thames, the like as 
sometime had the Strand bridge, is now taken 
down, but the lane remaineth as afore, or better, 
and parteth the liberty of the duchy and the city 
of Westminster on that south side. 

Now to begin again at Temple bar, over against 
itf . In the high street, as is afore showed, is one 
larffe Middle row of houses and small tenements 
buut, partly opening to the south, partly towards 
the north ; amongst the which standetli the parish 

• " Savoy brent : blown up with gunpowder. Rebels, more 
malitious then covetous, spoyle all before them." — Stow. 

t " In the high street standcth a pair of stocks."— l«l 
edition, p. 369. 



church of St. Clement Danes, so called because 
Harold, a Danish king, and other Danes, were 
buried there. This lUrold, whom king Canutus 
had by a concubine, reigned three years, and was 
buried at Westminster ; but afterward Hardica- 
nutus, the lawful son of Canutus, in revenge of a 
displeasure done to his mother, by expelling her 
out of the realm, and the murder of his brother 
Allured, commanded the body of Harold to be 
digged out of the earth, and to be thrown into the 
Thames, where it was by a fisherman taken up and 
buried in this churchyard ; but out of a fiiir ledger- 
book, sometime belonging to the abbey of Chartsey, 
in the county of Surrey, is noted, as in Francis 
Thin, after this sort. In the reign of king Ethel- 
dred, the monastery of Chartsey was destroyed : 
ninety monks of that house were slain by the 
Danes, whose bodies were buried in a plae* next to 
the old monastery. William Malmscberie saith, — 
** They burnt the church, together with the monks 
and abbot ; but the Danes continuing in their funr 
(throughout the whole land), desirous at the lengUi 
to return home into Denmarke, were by the just 
judgment of God all slain at London in a place 
which is called the church of the Danes." 

This said middle row of houses stretching west 
to a stone cross, now headless, by or against the 
Strand, including the said parish church of St Cle- 
ment, is also wholly of the liberty and duchy of 
Lancaster. 

Thus much for the bounds and antiquities of 
this hberty, wherein I have noted parish churches 
twain, sometime tliree, houses of name six ; to 
wit, the Savoy or Lancaster house, now a hospital, 
Somerset house, Essex house, Arundel house, Bed- 
ford or Russell house, and Sir Robert Cecil's house ; 
besides of Chester's inn or Strand inn, sometime an 
inn of Chancery, &c. This liberty is governed by 
the chancellor of that duchy at this present. Sir 
Robert Cecill, knight, principal secretary to her 
majesty, and one of her majesty's most honourable 
privy councillors ; there is under him a steward 
that keepeth court and leet for the queen ; giveth 
the cha^e and takcth the oaths of every under 
officer : Sien is there four burgesses and four as- 
sistants, to take up controversies ; a bailiff, which 
hath two or three under-bailiffs, that make arrests 
witliin that liberty ; four constables ; four wardens, 
that keep the lands and stock for die poor ; four 
wardens for highways ; a jury or inquest of four- 
teen or sixteen, to present defaults ; four ale-con- 
ners, which look to assize of weights and measures, 
&c. ; four scavengers and a beadle ; and their com- 
mon prison is Newgate. . There is in this liberty 
fifty men, which is always to be at an hour's warn- 
ing, with all necessary furniture to serve the queen, 
as occasion shall require. Their charge at a fifteen 
is thirteen shillings and four-pence. Thus much 
for the suburb in the liberty of the duchy of Lan- 
caster. 

THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER, WITH THE ANTiqUITIES, 
BOUNDS, AND LIBERTIES THEREOF. 

Now touching ^e city of Westminster, I will begin 
at Temple bar, on the right hand or north side, 
and so pass up west through a back lane or street, 
wherein do stand three inns of chancery ; the first 
called Clement's inn, because it standeth near to 
St. Clement's church, but nearer to the (air foun- 
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tun called Clement's well ; the second, New inn, 
BO called as latelier made, of a common hostery, 
and the sign of Our Lady, an inn of chancery fur 
students than the other, to wit, about the begin- 
ning of the reign of Henry ViL, and not bo late as 
some have supposed ; to wit, at the pulling down 
of Strand inn, in the reign of King Edward VL ; 
for I read that Sir Thomas More, sometime lord 
chancellor, was a student in this new inn, and went 
from thence to L'mcolne's inn, &c. The third is 
Lyon's inn, an inn of chancery also. 

This street stretcheth up unto Drury lane, so 
called, for that there is a house belonging to tlie 
family of the Druries. This lane tumeth north 
toward St. Giles in the field : from the south end 
of this lane in the high street are divers fair build- 
ings, hosteries, and houses for gentlemen and men 
of honour ; amongst the which Cicile house is one, 
which sometime belonged to the parson of St. Mar- 
tin's in the field, and by composition came to Sir 
Thomas Palmer, knight, in the reign of Edward 
VL, who began to build the same of brick and tim- 
ber, very lai^e and spacious, but of later time it 
hath b^n far more beautifully increased by the 
late Sir William Cicile, baron of Burgh ley, lord 
treasurer, and groat councillor of the estate. 

From ^ence is now a continual new building of 
divers fair houses, even up to the earl of Bed- 
ford's house *, lately built nigh to Ivy bridge, and so 
on the north side to a lane that tumeth to the pa- 
rish church of St. Martin's in the field, in the li- 
berty of Westminster. Then had ye one house, 
wherein sometime were distraught and lunatic peo- 
ple, of what antiquity founded or by whom I have 
not read, neither of the suppression ; but it was 
said that sometime a king of England, not liking 
such a kind of people to remain so near his palace, 
caused them to be removed farther of, to Bethlem 
without Bishops gate of London, and to that hos- 
pital : the said house by Charing cross doth yet 
renuun. 

Then is the Mewse, so called of the king's falcons 
there kept by the king's falconer, which of old time 
was an office of great account, as appeareth by a 
record of Richard IL, in the first year of his reign. 
Sir Simon Burley, knight, was made constable for 
the castles of Windsor, Wigmore, and Guilford, 
and of the manor of Kenington, and also master of 
the king's falcons at the Mewse, near unto Charing 
cross by Westminster ; but in the year of Christ 
1634, the 28th of Henry VI IL, the king having 
fair stabling at Lomsbcry (a manor in the farthest 
west part of Oldbome), the same was fired and 
burnt, with many great horses and great store of 
hay : after which time, the fore-named house, called 
the Mewse by Charing cross, was new built, and 
prepared for stabling of the kind's horses, in the 
reign of Edward VI. and Qneen Mary, and so re- 
maineth to that use : and this is the farthest build- 
ing west on the north side of that high street. 

On the south side of the which street, in the li- 

• " Which is a goodly house, lately builded nigh to Ivy 
bridge, over against the old Bedforde house, namely, called 
Russell house and Daeres house, now the house of 8ir Tho- 
mas Cecfle, Lorde Burghley ; and so on the north side to a 
lane that tumeth to the ps^h church of 8t. Martin in the 
Field*, and stretcheth to St. Giles in the Pielde."— I«l edition, 
p. S70-I. 



bcrties of Westminster (beginning at I vie bridge), 
first is Durham house, built by Thomas Hatfielde, 
bishop of Durham, who was made bishop of that 
see in the year 1545, and sat bishop there thirty- 
six years. 

Amongst matters memorable concerning this 
house, this is one : — In the year of Christ 1540, the 
32ud of Henry VIII., on Alay-day, a great and 
triumphant justing was liohleii at Westminster, 
which had been formerly proclaimed in France, 
Flanders, Scotland, and Spain, for all comers that 
would undertake the challengers of England ; which 
were, Sir John Dudley, Sir Thomas Seymour, Sir 
Thomas Poniugs, and Sir George Carew, knights, 
and Anthonie Kingston and Ricliarde Cromwell, 
esquires ; all which came into the lists that day 
richly apparelled, and their horses trapped all in 
white velvet. There came against them the said 
day forty -six defendants or undertakers, viz., the 
earl of Surrey, foremost, Lord William Howard, 
Lord Clinton, and Lord Cromwell, son and heir to 
Thomas Cromwell, earl of Essex, and chamberlain 
of England, with other ; and that day, after the 
justs ))erformed, the challengers rode unto this 
Durham house, where they kept open household, 
and feasted the king and queen, with her ladies, and 
all the court : the second day, Anthonie Kingston 
and Richard Cromwell were made knights there: 
the third day of May the said challengers did tour- 
nay on horseback with swords, and againnt them 
came forty-nine defendants ; Sir John Dudley and 
tlie earl of Surrey running first, which at the first 
course lost their gauntlets ; and that day Sir Ki- 
charde Cromwell overthrew master Palmer and his 
horse in the field, to the great honour of the chal- 
lengers : the fifth of May the challengers fought on 
foot at the barriers, and against them came fifty 
defendants, which fought valiantly ; but Sir Ri- 
chard Cromwell overthrew that day at the barriers 
master Culpepper in the field ; and the sixth day 
the challengers brake up their household. 

In this time of their housekeeping they had not 
only feasted the king, queen, ladies, and all the 
court, as is afore shewed ; but also they cheered 
all the knights and burgesses of the common house 
in the parliament, and entertained the mayor of 
London, with the aldermen, and their wives, at a 
dinner, &c. The king gave to every of the said 
challengers, and their heirs for ever, in reward of 
their valiant activity, one hundred marks and a 
house to dwell in, of yearly revenue, out of the 
lands pertaining to the hospital of St. John of 
Jerusalem. 

Next beyond this Durham house is another great 
house, sometime belonging to the bishop of Norwich, 
and was his London lodging, which now pertaineth 
to the archbishop of York by this occasi(»n. In the 
year 1520, when Cardinal Wolscy, archbishop of 
Yorke, was indicted in the Premunirc, whereby 
King Henry VIII. was entitled to his goods and 
possessions : ho also seized into his hands the said 
archbishop's house, commonly called Yorke pkure, 
and changed the name ther(K>f into White hall ; 
whereby the archbishops of Yorke Ixfiiig diiM>os- 
Hcssed, and having no house of repair alKmt Lon- 
don, (^uecn Mary gave unto Nicholas Heath, then 
archbishop of Yorke*, and to his micrtuworn, SufTolke 
house in Southwarke, lat«'ly built by ('harles Bran- 
don, duke of Huffolke, as 1 have showed. 
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This house the said archbishop sold, and bought 
the aforesaid house of old time belonging to the 
bishops of Norwich, which of this last purchase is 
now called Yorke house, the lord chancellors or 
lord keepers of the great seal of England, have 
been lately there lodged. 

Then was there an hospital of St Marie Roun- 
civall by Charing cross (a cell to the priory and 
covent of Rouncivall in Navar, in Pampelion dio- 
cese), where a fraternity was founded in the I5th 
of Edward IV., but now the same is suppressed 
and turned into tenements. 

Near unto this hospital was a hermitage, with a 
chapel of St Katherine, over against Channg cross ; 
which cross, built of stone, was of old time a fair 
piece of work, there made by commandment of 
Edward I., in the 21st year of his reign, in me- 
mory of Eleanor, his deceased queen, as is before 
declared *, 

West finom this cross stood sometime an hospital 
of St. James, consisting of two hides of land, witli 
the appurtenances, in the parish of St. Margaret in 
Westminster, and founded by the citizens of Lon- 
don, before the time of any man's memory, for 
fourteen sisters, maidens, that were leprous, living 
chastely and honestly in divine service. 

Afterwards divers citizens of London gave iive- 
and -fifty pounds rent thereunto, and then were 
adjoined eight brethren to minister divine service 
tliere. After this, also, sundry devout men of Lon- 
don gave to this hospital four hides of land in the 
field of Westminster ; and in Hendon, Calcote, and 
Hampsted, eighty acres of land and wood, &c. 
King Edward L confirmed those gifts, and fi;ranted 
a fair to be kept on the eve of St. James, the day, 
the morrow, and four days following, in the 18th of 
his reign. 

This hospital was surrendered to Henry VIII. 
the 23rd of his reign : the sisters being compounded 
with, were allowed pensions for the term of their 
lives ; and the king built there a goodly manor, 
annexing thereunto a park, closed about with a 
wall of brick, now called St James* park, serving 
indifferently to the said manor, and to the manor 
or palace of White hall. 

South from Charing cross, on the right hand, are 
divers fair houses lately built before the park, then 
a large tilt-yard for noblemen, and other, to exer- 
cise themselves in justing, turning, and fighting at 
barriers. 

On the left hand from Charing cross be also 
divers fair tenements lately built, till ye come to a 

* " This," says the Rev. Joseph Hunter, in the commu- 
nication to the Archaologia, to which reference has already 
heen made ; " this was by far the most sumptuous of these 
works. It was in progress in 1291, and was not complete in 
1294. It was begun by Master Richard de Crundale, eemen- 
taritUt but he died while the work was in progress, about 
Michaelmas Term 1293, and it proceeded under the direction 
of Roger de Crundale. Richard received about 500/. for 
work, exclusive of materials supplied by him, and Roger 
90/. 17t. Sd. The stone was brought from Caen, and the 
marble from Corf. The steps and other parts of the fabric 
were made of the marble, for which considerable sums were 
paid. Ralph de Chichester supplied the " virg. capit. et 
anut." (which may possibly admit of being translated, " rod, 
capital, and ring,' and occur in the accounts for all the 
crosses), and Alexander Le Imaginator received four marks 
in part payment for statues wiilch were intended for it." 



laree plot of ground inclosed with brick, and is 
called Scotland, where great buildings have been 
for receipt of the kings of Scotland, and other es- 
tates of that country ; for Margaret, queen of Scots, 
and sister to King Henry VIII., had her abiding 
there, when she came into England after the death 
of her husband, as the kings of Scotland had in 
former times, when they came to the parliament of 
England. 

Then is the said White hall, sometime belonging 
to Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent, and justice of 
England, who gave it to the Black Friars in Old- 
borne, as I have before noted. King Henry VIII. 
ordained it to be called an honoiur, and built there 
a sumptuous gallery and a beautiful gate-house, 
thwart the high street to St James' park, &c. 

In this gallery the princes, with their nobility, 
used to stand or sit, and at windows, to behold all 
triumphant justings and other military exercises. 

Beyond this gallery, on the left hand, is the ear- 
den or orchard belonging to the said White hall. 

On the right hand be divers fair tennis-courts, 
bowling-alleys, and a cock-pit, all buUt by King 
Henry VIII. ; and then one other arched gate, 
with a way over it, thwarting the street from the 
king's gardens to the said park. 

From this gate up King's street to a bridge over 
Long ditch (so called for that the same almost in- 
sulateth the city of Westminster), near which 
bridge is a way leading to Chanon row, so called 
for that the same belonged to the dean and chanons 
of St. Stephen's chapel, who were there lodged, as 
now divers noblemen and gentlemen be ; whereof 
one is belonging to Sir Edward Hobbey, one other 
to John Thine, esquire, one stately buUt by Ann 
Stanhope, duchess of Somerset, mother to the earl 
of Hartford, who now enjoyeth that house. Next 
a stately house, now in building by William earl of 
Darby ; over against the which is a £ur house, 
built by Henry Clinton, earl of Lincoln. 

From this way up to the Woolestaple and to the 
high tower, or gate which entereth the palace 
court, all is replenished with buildings and inha- 
bitants. 

Touching this Woolestaple, I read, that in the 
reign of Edward I., the staple being at Westmin- 
ster, the parishioners of St Margaret and mer- 
chants of the staple btiilt of new the said church, 
the great chancel excepted, which was lately be- 
fore new built by the abbot of Westminster. 

Moreover, that Edward III., in the 17th of hb 
reign, decreed that no silver be carried out of the 
reum on pain of death ; and that whosoever trans- 
porteth wool should bring over for every sack four 
nobles of silver bullion. 

In the 25th of his reign, he appointed the staple 
of wool to be kept only at Canterbury, for the ho- 
nour of St Thomas ; but in the 27th of the same 
King Edward, the staple of wool, before kept at 
Bruges in Flanders, was ordained by parliament to 
be kept m divers places of England, Wales, and 
Ireland, as at Newcastle, Yorke, Lincolne, Canter- 
bury, Norwich, Westminster, Chichester, Win- 
chester, Excester, Bristow, Carmardyn, &c., to tlie 
great benefit of the king and loss unto strangers 
and merchants : for there grew unto the king by 
this means (as it was said) the sum of one thousand 
one hundred and two poimds by the year, more 
than any his predecessors before had received ; 
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the staple at Westminster at that tune hegan on 
the next morrow after the feast of St. Peter ad 
yincula. The next year was granted to the king 
by parliament, towuxU the recovery of his title in 
France, fifty riiillings of eveiy sack of wool trans- 
ported over seas, for the space of six years next 
ensuing ; by means whereof the king might dis- 
pend <htily during those years more than a thousand 
marks sterling : for by the common opinion there 
were more than one hundred thousand sacks of 
wool yearly transported into foreign lands, so that 
during six years the said grant extended to fifteen 
hundred thousand pounds sterling. 

In the 37th of Edward III., it was granted unto 
him for two years, to take five-and-twenty shillings 
and eight-pence upon every sack of wool trans- 
ported ; and the same year the staple of wool 
(notwithstanding the king's oath and other great 
estates) was ord&ined to be kept at Callis, and six- 
and-twenty merchants, the best and wealthiest of 
all England, to be farmers there, both of the town 
and staple, for three years : every merchant to 
have six men of arms and four archers at the 
king's cost. He ordained there also two mayors, 
one for the town and one for the staple ; and he 
took for mala eapta, commonly called Maltorth *, 
twenty shillings, and of the said merchants' guar- 
dians of the town forty pence, upon every sack of 
wool. 

In the 44th of Edward III., Qninborough, Kmg- 
ston-upon-Hull, and Boston, were made staples of 
wool ; which matter so much offended some, that 
in the dOth of his reign, in a parliament at Lon- 
don, it was complained that the staple of wool was 
so removed from Callis to divers towns in England, 
contrary to the statute, appointing that citizens and 
merchants should keep it there, and that the king 
might have the profits and customs, with the ex- 
change of gold and silver, that was there made by 
all the merchants in Christindome (esteemed to 
amount to eight thousand pounds by year), the 
exehanee only ; and the citizens and merchants so 
ordered the matter, that the king spent nothing upon 
soldiers, neither upon defence of the town against 
the enemies ; whereas now he spent eight thousand 
pounds by year. 

In the 61st of Edward III., when the staple was 
sealed at Callis, the mayor of the staple did furnish 
the captain of the town upon any road with one 
hundred bilmen, twelve hundred archers of mer- 
cfaants and their servants, without any wages. 

In the year 1388, the 12th of Richard II., in a 
parliament at Cambridge, it was ordained that the 
staple of wools should be brought from Middlebo- 
rongfa in Holland to Callis. 

In the I4th of his reign, there was granted forty 
shillings upon every sack of wool, and in the 21st 
was granted fifty shillings upon every sack trans- 
ported by Englishmen, and three pounds by 
strangers, &c It seemeth that the merchants oif 
this staple be the most ancient merchants of this 
realm ; and that all commodities of the realm are 
staple merchandiBes by law and charter as wools, 
leather, wool fells, lead, tin, cloth, &c. 

Kmg Henry VI. had six wool-houses within the 
staple at Westminster : those he granted to the 

• ** f thinke ctutome."— l«l fditiom, p. 376. 
It is from the Latia MmtMa, or Maitoutm. See Durange, 
». V. ToKa. 



dean and canons of St. Stephen at Westminster, 
and confirmed it the 2l8t of his rpign. Thus much 
for the staple have I shortly noted. 

And now to pass to the famous monastery of 
Westminster : at the very entrance of the dose 
thereof, is a lane that leadeth toward the west, 
called Thieving lane, for that thieves were led that 
way to the gate-house, while the sanctuary con- 
tinued in force. 

This monastery was founded and built by Sebert*, 
king of the East Saxons, upon the persuasion of 
Ethelbert, king of Kent, who having embraced 
Christianity, and being baptized by Melitus, bishop 
of London, immediately (to show himself a Chris- 
tian indeed) built a church to the honour of God 
and St. Peter, on the west side of the city of Lon- 
don, in a place which (because it was overgrown 
with thorns, and environed with water,) the &kxons 
called Thomey, and now of the monastery and west 
situation thereof is called Westminster. 

In this place (saith Sulcardus) long before was a 
temple of Apollo, which being overthrown. King 
Lucius built therein a church of Christianity. 

Sebert f was buried in thb church, with his wife 
Athelgoda ; whose bodies manv years after, to wit, 
in the reign of Richard II. (saith Walsingham), 
were translated from the old church to the new, 
and there entered. 

Edgar, king of the West Saxons, repaired this 
monastery about the year of Christ 068 ; Edward 
the Confessor built it of new, whereupon T. Gifford 
writeth thus : 

'* Without the walls of London (saith he), upon 
the river of Thames, there was in times passed a 
little monastery, built to the honour of God and St 
Peter, with a few Benedict monks in it, under an 
abbot, serving Christ : very poor they were, and 
little was given them for their relief. Here the 
king intended (for that it was near to the famoua 
city of London and the river of Tliames, that 
brought in all kind of merchandises from all parts 
of the world,) to make his sepulchre : he com- 
manded, therefore, that of the tenths of all his 
rents the work should be b^^un in such sort as 
should become the prince of the Apostles. 

'* At this his commandment the work is nobly 
begun, even from the foundation, and happily pro- 
ceedeUi till the same was finished : the charges 
bestowed, or to be bestowed, are not regarded. 
He granted to this church gi^eat privileges, above 

• "Foandation of Westminster by Sebert, a Christian 
king, not onely in word, but in deed.** — SUm. 

t A curious painting, supposed to be a portrait of Sebert, 
the founder of the choreh, is to be seen on the stalls on the 
altar, and has been very caxeAilly engraved by Mr. G. P. 
Harding in his Antiqmitiet in WettwumtUr Jbbtjf. Walsinf • 
ham teUs us, that when his sepulchre was opened for the 
purpose of translating his remains from the old chnreh to 
the new, his right hand was found perfect, *' flesh, skia, 
nails, and bones, up to the middle of the arms," — a 1 
which is confirmed by Robert of Gloueester : — 



** Segbrit that I nemped was a right holy 

For the abbey of Westminster he foremost begaa ; 

He was the first king that thilke stele gaa rere. 

And sithe at his ende day he was buried there. 

Seven hundred yere and six there were tuffik agon 

Sithe that he was buried fsiie under a stoa ; 

And torn del of him was also Aoalf fimod. 

As thilk day that he was fint laid in the grooad.^ 
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all the churches in this hmd, as partly appeareth 
hy this his charter : — 

Gbpeapb Cjnj jfisec Willm bifceope 
7 Leofjrane 7 Aipjie Poptjepejien 7 
ealle ininpe buph|?ejiionLunben jrpeon- 
blice : Anb ic cy]?e eop -jJ hsebbe yeo 
pjxa 5ypen 7 unnan Chpift 7 b. Pe- 
tep ]?am halijan Apojrel inco Weft- 
minjTep, pulpa }qieobome ojien ealle 
)?a lanb j^e lon^a]? into |>aepe halijan 
jTop, &c. 

** Edwarde, king, greets William, bishop, and 
Leofstaue, and Aelsie Portrev^ and all my bur- 

g esses of London friendly, and I tell you, that I 
ave this gift given and granted to Christ and St. 
Peter the holy Apostle, at Westminster, full free- 
dome over all the land that belongeth to that holy 
place, &c." 

He also caused the parish church of St. Margaret 
to be newly built without the abbey church of 
Westminster, for the ease and commodity of the 
monks, because before that time the parish church 
stood within the old abbey church in the south aisle, 
somewhat to their annoyance. 

King Henry III., in the year of Christ 1220, 
and in the 5th of his reign, began the new work of 
our Lady's chapel, whereof he laid the first stone 
in the foundation ; and in the year 1245, the walls 
and steeple of the old church (built by King Ed- 
ward) were taken down, and enlarging tlie same 
chiurch, caused them to be made more comely ; for 
the furtherance whereof, in the year 1246, the 
same king (devising how to extort money from the 
citizens of London towards the charges) appointed 
a mart to be kept at Westminster, the same to last 
fifteen days, and in the mean space all trade of 
merchandise to cease in the city ; which thing the 
citizens w^e fain to redeem with two thousand 
pounds of silver. 

The work of this church, with the houses of 
office, was finished to the end of the choir, in the 
year 1285, the 14th of Edward I. : all which laboiur 
of sixty-six years was in the year 1299 defaced by 
a fire kindled in the lesser hall of the king's palace 
at Westminster ; the same, with many other houses 
adjoining, and jnrith the queen's chamber, were all 
consum^ ; the flame thereof also (being driven 
with the wind), fired the monastery, which was 
also with the palace consumed. 

Then was this monastery again repaired by the 
abbots of that church ; King Edward I. and his 
successors putting to their helping hands. 

Edward II. appropriated unto this church the 
patronages of the churches of Kelveden and Saw- 
bridgcworth in E^ssex, in the diocese of London. 

Simon Langham, abbot (having been a great 
builder there in the year 1362), gave forty pounds 
to the building of the body of the church ; but 
(amongst others) Abbot Islip was in his time a 
great builder there, as may appear in the stone- 
work and glass windows of the church ; since whose 
decease that work hath staid as he left it, unper- 
fected, the church and steeple being all of one 
height 



King Henry YII., about the year of Christ 1502, 
caused the chapel of our Lady, built by Henry III., 
with a tavern also, called the White Hose, near ad- 
joining, to be taken down : in which plot of ground, 
on the 24th of January, the first stone of Uie new 
chapel was laid by the hands of Abbot Islip, Sir 
Reginald Bray, knight of the garter, Doctor Barnes, 
master of tlie Rolls, Doctor Wall, chaplain to the 
king. Master Hugh Aldham, chaplain to the coun- 
tess of Darby and Richmond (the king's mother). 
Sir Edward Stanhope, knight, and divers other : 
upon the which stone was engraven the same day 
and year, &c. 

The charges in building this chapel amounted to 
the sum of fourteen thousand pounds. The stone 
for this work (as I have been informed) was brought 
from Huddlestone quarry in Yorkshire. 

The altar and sepulture of the same King Henry 
YII., wherein his body resteth in this his new 
chapel, was made and finished in the year 1519 by 
one Peter, a painter of Florence ; for the which he 
received one tiiousand pounds sterling for the whole 
stuff and workmanship at the hands of the king's 
executors ; Richard, bishop of Winchester ; Ri- 
chard, bishop of London ; Thomas, bishop of Dur- 
ham ; John, bishop of Rochester ; Thomas, duke 
of Norfoike, treasurer of England ; Charles, earl of 
Worcester, the king's chamberlain ; John i iueaux, 
knight, chief justice of the King's bench ; Robert 
Reade, knight, chief justice of the Common Pleas. 

This monastery being valued to dispend by the 
year three thousand four hundred and seventy 
poimds, &c., was surrendered to Henry YII I. in 
the year 1539. Benson, then abbot, was made the 
first dean, and not long after it was advanced to a 
bishop's see in the year 1541. Thomas Thirlby 
being both the first and Ust bishop there, who, 
when he had impoverished the church, was trans- 
kited to Norwich in the year 1550, the 4th of Ed- 
ward YI.,and from thence to Elie in the year 1554, 
the 2nd of Q,ueen Mary*. Richard Cox, doctor in 
divinity (late schoolmaster to King Edward YI.), 
was made dean of Westminster, whom Queen Mary 
put out, and made Doctor Weston dean until the 
year 15i56, and then he being removed from thence 
on the 21 st of November, John Feckenham (late 
dean of Paules) was made abbot of Westminster, 
and took possession of the same, being installed, 
and fourteen monks more received the habit with 
him that day of the order of St. Benedict ; but the 
said John Feckenham, with his monks, enjoyed not 
that place fully three years, for in the year 1559, 
in the month of July, they were all 'put out, and 
Queen Elizabeth made the said monastery a col- 
lege, instituting there a dean, twelve prebends, a 
schoolmaster, and usher, forty scholars, called com- 
monly the Queen's scholars, twelve alms men ; and 
so it was named the Collegiate church of West- 
minster, founded by Queen Elizabeth, who placed 
Doctor Bill f , first dean of that new erection ; after 
whom succeeded Doctor (xabriel Goodman, who 
governed that church forty years, and after Doctor 
Luicelot Andrewes. 

• Thomas Thlrleby, the first and only bishop of West- 
minster, vith all Middlesex, except Fulham, for his diocese, 
surrendered his bishopric 29th of Mardi, 1530. He vas 
translated to Norwich, thence to Ely, and was one of the 
compilers of the Book of Common Prayer. 

t " One of her mi^^ties chaplens." — Ul editiont p. 381. 
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Kings and queens crowned in this church : Wil- 
liam, somamed the Conqueror, and Matilde his 
wife, were the first, and since them all other kings 
and queens of this realm have been there crowned. 

Kings and queens buried in this church are 
these * : Sebert, king of the East Saxons, with his 
wife Athelgede ; Harold, sumamed Harefoot, king 
of the West Saxons ; Edward the Simple, sumamed 
Confessor, sometime richly shrined in a tomb of 
sUver and gold, curiously wrought by command- 
ment of WUliam the Conqueror ; Egitha his wife 
was there buried also ; HugoI>Ti, chamberlain to 
Edward the Confessor ; King Henry III., whose 
sepulture was richly garnished with precious stones 
of jasper, which his son Edward I. brought out of 
France for that purpose ; Eleanor, wife to Henry 
III. ; Edward I., who offered to the shrine of Ed- 
ward the Confessor the chair of marble, wherem 
the kings of Scotland wero crowned, with the scep- 
tre and crown, also to the same king belonging. 

He gave also to that churoh lands to the value of 
<me hundred pounds by the year ; twenty pounds 
thereof yearly to be distributed to the poor for 
ever. Then there lieth Eleanor, his wife, daughter 
to Ferdinando, king of Castile, 1293 ; Edward III. 
by Queen Philippa of Henault his wife ; Richard 
II. and Anne his i^-ife, with their images upon 
them, which cost more than four hundred marks 
for the gilding ; Henry V., with a royal image of 
silver and gilt, which Katherine his wife caused to 
be laid upon him, but the head of this image being 
of massy silver, is broken off, and conveyed away 
with the plates of silver and gilt that covered his 
body ; Katherine, his wife, was buried in the old 
Lady chapel 1438, but her corpse being taken up 
in the reign of Henry VII., when a new foundation 
was to be laid, she was never since buried, but 
remaineth above ground in a coffin of boards be- 
hind the east end of the presbytery ; Heniy VII. 
in a sumptuous sepulture and chapel beforo spe- 
cified, and Elizabeth his wife ; Edward VI. in the 
same chapel, without any monument ; Queen Mary, 
without any monument, in the same chapel ; Ma- 
tilde, daughter to Malcolm, king of Scots, wife to 
Henry I., died 1118, lieth in the revestry ; Anne, 
wife to Richard III. ; Margarot, countess of Rich- 
mond and Darby, mother to Henry VII. ; Anne 
of Cleves, wife to Henry VIII. ; Edmond, second 
son to Henry III., first earl of Lancaster, Darby, 
and Leycester, and Aveline his wife, daughter and 
heir to William de Fortibus, earl of Albemarle. 
In St. Thomas' chapel lie the bones of the children 
of Henry III. and of Edward I., in number nine. 
In the chapter-house,— ^Elianor, countess of Banre, 
daughter to Edward I. ; William of Windsor, and 
Blaonch his sister, children to Edward III. ; John 
of Eltham, earl of Comewell, son to £Uiward II. ; 
Elianor, wife to Thomas of Woodstocke, duke of 
Gloucester ; Thomas of Woodstocke by King Ed- 
ward III. his father ; Margarot, daughter to Ed- 
ward IV. ; Elizabeth, daughter to Henry VII. ; 
William de Valence, earl of rembruoke ; Aymer de 

* The learned Camden publuihed an account of the royal, 
noUe, and distinguished persons buried in this church, under 
the title, **JUgta, Regina, NobiU$ ei alii in Ecclesid ColU- 
giA B. ttri We$tmomuierii sepultit una cum tjutdtm Be- 
tUaUe fmndationt prt^d, London, 4to. 1600;'* and an- 
otlker edition in 1606, bringing the work down to that year. 



Valence, earl of Pembrooke ; Margarot and John, 
son and daughter to William de Valence ; John 
Waltham, bishop of Sarum, treasuror of England ; 
Thomas Ruthal, bishop of Durham, 1522 ; Giles, 
Lord Dawbeny *, lord lieutenant of Callis, cham- 
berlain to King Henry VII., 1508, and Elizabeth 
4ii8 wife, of the family of the Arundels in Comwal, 
1500;' John, Viscount Wells, 1498 ; the Lady 
Katherine, daughter to the duchess of Norfolk ; 
Sir Thomas Hungerford, knight, father to Sir John 
Hungerford of Downampney, knight ; a son and 
daughter to Humfroy Bohuii, earl of Hereford and 
Essex, and Elizabeth his wife ; Philippa, duch^s 
of York, daughter to the Lord Mohun, thrice mar- 
ried, to the Lord Fitz waiter, Sir John Golofer, and 
to the duke of Yurke ; William Dudley, bishop 
elect of Durham, son to John, baron of Dudley ; 
Nicholas, Baron Carew, 1470 ; Walter Hunger- 
ford, son to Edward Hungerford, knight ; Sir John 
Burley, knight, and Anne his wife, daughter to 
Alane BuxuU, knight, 1416 ; Sir John Golofer, 
knight, 1396 ; Humfroy Buroher, Lord Cromwell, 
son to Bourchier, earl of Essex, slain at Bar- 
net ; Henry Bourohier, son and heir to John 
Bourohier, Lord Bamers, also slain at Bamet, 
1471 ; Sir William Trussell, knight ; Sir Tho- 
mas Vauglian, knight ; Frances Brandon, duch- 
ess of Suffolke, 1^0 ; Mary Gray, her daughter, 
1578 ; Sir John Hampden, knight ; Sir Lewis, 
Viscount Robsart, knight ; Lord Bourohero of 
Henalt, 1430, and his wife, daughter and heir 
to the Lord Bourohere ; Robert Brown, and 
William Browne, esquires ; the Lady Johane To- 
kyne, daughter of Dabridge Court ; George Mor- 
timer, bastard ; John Felbye, esquiro ; Ann, wife 
to John Watkins ; William South wike, esquire ; 
William Southcot, esquire ; Ralph Constantine, 
gentleman ; Arthur Troffote, esquiro ; Robert Haw- 
ley, esquiro, slain in that churoh f ; Sir Richarde 
Rouse, knight ; Sir Geffrey Maundevile, earl of 
Essex, and Athehurde his wife ; Sir Foulke of New- 
castle ; Sir James Barons, knight ; Sir John Salis- 
bury, knight ; Margaret Dowglas, countess of Len- 
nox, with Charles her son, earl of Lennox ; Henrie 
Scogan, a learned poet, in the cloister ; Geffroy 
Chaucer, the most famous poet of England, also in 
the cloister, 1400, but since Nicholas Brigham, 
gentleman, raised a monument for him in the south 
cross aisle of the church : his works wero partly 
published in print by William Caxton, in the roign 
of Henry VI., increased by WiUiam Thinne, es- 
quure, in the roign of Henry VIIlT ; corrected and 
twice increased, through mine own painful labours, 
in the roign of Queen Elizabeth, to wit, in the year 
1561 ; and agaui beautified with notes by me, col- 
lected out of divers rocords and monuments, which 

• " Earle of Bridgewater."— ls< edition, p. 382. 

f Hawley had been committed to the Tower by the duke 
of Lancaster, trom which he escaped and took sanctuary at 
Westminster. Sir Alan Boxhull, constable of the Tower, 
and one Sir Ralph Ferrars. following Hawley into the church, 
upon his resistance, killed him in the choir at the time of 
high mass. This occurred on the Uth of August. 1378. The 
church, as profaned by this murder, was closed for four 
months ; Boxhull, Ferrars, and their foOowen, exo(nnmu- 
nicated ; and the abbot of Westminster, hi the parliament 
shortly after held at Gloucester, having strenuously resisted 
this violation of sanctuary, his church's privileges in that 
respect were confirmed. 
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I delivered to my loving friend, Thomas Speght ; 
and he having drawn the same into a gooa form 
and method, as also explained the old and obscure 
words, &c., hath publi^ed them in anno 1597- 

Anne Stanhope, duchess of Somerset, and Jane 
her daughter ; Anne Cecill, countess of Oxford, 
daughter to the Lord Burgh ley, with Mildrec^ 
Burghley her mother ; Elizabeth Barkley, countess 
of Ormond ; Frances Sidney, countess of Sussex ; 
Francis Howard, countess of Hertford, 1598 ; Tho- 
mas, Baron Wentworth ; Thomas, Baron Warton ; 
John, Lord Russell ; Sir Thomas Bromley, lord 
chancellor ; Sir John Puckerine, lord keeper ; Sir 
Henry Gary, Lord Hunsdon, and lord chamberlain, 
1596, to whose memory his son. Sir George Gary, 
Lord Hunsdon, and loxtl chamberlain, hath created 
a stately monument. 

This church hath had great privilege of sanc- 
tuary within the precinct thereof, to wit, the church, 
churchyard, and close, &c. ; from whence it hath 
not been lawful for any prince or other to take any 
person that fled thither for aily cause : which pri- 
vilege was first granted by Sebert, king of the East 
Saxons, since mcreased by Edgar, king of the 
West Saxons, renewed and confirmed by King Ed- 
ward the Confessor, as appeareth by this his char- 
ter following : 

" Edward, by the grace of God, king of English- 
men : I make it to be known to all generations of 
the world after me, that by speciall commaiidement 
of our holy father. Pope Leo, I have renewed and 
honored the holy church of the blessed apostle St. 
Peter, of Westminster ; and I order and establish 
for ever, that what person, of what condition or 
estate soever he be, from whence soever he come, 
or for what offence or cause it be, either for his 
refuge into the said holy place, he be assured of 
his life, liberty, and limbs. And over this I forbid, 
under the paine of everlasting damnation, that no 
minister of mine, or of my successors, intermeddle 
them with any the goods, lands, or possessions of 
the said persons taking the said sanctuary ; for I 
have taken their goodes and livelode into my spe- 
ciall protection, and therefore I grant to every each 
of them, in as much as my terrestriall power may 
suffice, all manor freedom of joyous libertie ; and 
whosoever presumes or doth contrary to this my 
graunt, I will hee lose his name, worship, dignity, 
and power, and that with the great traytor Judas 
that betraied our Saviour, he be in the everlasting 
fire of hell ; and I will and ordayne that this my 
graunt ^idure as long as there remayneth in Eng- 
land eyther love or dread of Christian name *.'' 

More of this sanctuary ye may read in our his- 
tories, and also in the statute of Henry VIII., the 
32nd year. 

The parish church of St. Margaret, sometime 

* Thii sanctuary was taken down in 1750, for the purpose 
of erecting on its site a new market, as we learn flrom 
a communication made by Dr. Stukeley to the Society 
of Antiquaries in October 1755, containing a succinct 
history of the building, accompanied by illustrative en- 
gravings. The spirit of humanity, which here in a former 
age erected an asylum for those who were in peril and dan- 
ger, still seems to hover over the spot, though manifesting 
itself in a manner more congenial to the feelings of the 
times; where the sanctuary once stood, the Westminster 
hospital now offers its fHendly shelter, and ministers to the 
wants of the sick and the afflicted. 



within the abbey, was by Edward the Confessor 
removed, and built without, for ease of the monks. 
This church continued till the days of Edward I., 
at which time the merchants of the staple and pa- 
rishioners of Westminster built it all of new, the 
great chancel excepted, which was boilt by the 
abbots of Westminster ; and this remaineth now a 
fair parish church, though sometime in danger of 
down pulling. In the south aisle of this church is 
a fair marble monument of Dame Mary Billing, 
the heir of Robert Nesenham of Conington, in 
Huntingdonshire, first married to William Cotton, 
to whose issue her inheritance alone descended, 
remaining with Robert Cotton at this day, heir of 
her and her first husband's family ; her second 
husband was Sir Thomas Billing, chief justice of 
England ; and her last, whom likewise she buried, 
was Thomas Lacy ; erecting this monument to the 
memory of her three husbuids, with whose arms 
she hath garnished it, and for her own burial, 
wherein she was interred in the year 1499. 

Next to this famous monastery is the kin^s prin- 
cipal palace, of what antiquitv it is uncertain ; but 
Edward the Confessor held his court tliere, as may 
appear by the testimony of sundry, and, namely, 
of Ingulpnus, as I have before told you. The said 
king had his palace, and for the most part remained 
there ; where he also so ended his life, and was 
buried in the monastery which he had biult. It is 
not to be doubted but that King William I., as he 
was crowned there, so he built much at his palace, 
for he found it far inferior to the building of princely 
palaces in France : and it is manifest, by the tes- 
timony of many authors, that William Rufus built 
the great hall there about the year of Christ 1097* 
Amongst others, Roger of Wendover and Mathew 
Paris do write, that King William (beine returned 
out of Normandy into England) kept his feast of 
Whitsontide very royally at Westminster, in the 
new hall which he had lately built ; the length 
whereof (say some) was two hundred and seventy 
feet, and seventy-four feet in breadth ; and when 
he heard men say that this hall was too great, he 
answered and said, ^ This hall is not big enough 
by the one half, and is but a bed-chamber in com- 
parison of that I mean to make." A diligent 
searcher (saith Paris) might find out the founda- 
tion of the hall, which he was supposed to have 
built, stretching from the river of Thames, even to 
the common highway. 

This palace was repaired about the year 1 163 by 
Thomas Becket, chancellor of England, with ex- 
ceeding great celerity and speed, which before was 
ready to have fallen down. This hath been the 
principal seat and palace of all the kings of Eng- 
land since the Conquest ; for here have they in the 
great hall kept their feasts of coronation espe- 
cially, and other solemn feasts, as at Christmas and 
such like, most commonly : for proof whereof, I 
find recorded, that in the year 1236, and the 20th 
of Henry III., on the 29th of December, William 
de Haverhull, the king's treasurer, is commanded, 
that upon the day of circumcision of our Lord, he 
caused six thousand poor people to be fed at West- 
minster, for the state of the king, the queen, and 
their children ; the weak and aged to be placed in 
the great hall and in the lesser ; those that were 
most strong, and in reasonable pUght, in the king's 
chamber ; the children in the queen's ; and when 
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the king knoweth the charge, he would allow it in 
theacoounts*. 

In the year IS38, the same King Henry kept his 
lieaflt of Christmas at Westminster m the great 
hall ; so did he in the year 1241, where he pkced 
the legate in the most honourable place of the 
table, to wit, in the midst, which the noblemen took 
in evil part : the king sat on the right hand, and 
the archbishop on the left, and then all the prelates 
and nobles according to their estates ; for the king 
himself set the guests. The year 1242 he likewise 
kept his Christmas in the hall, &c. Also, in the 
year 1243, Richard, earl of Comewall, the king's 
brother, married Cincia, daughter to Beatrice, 
eountess of Pn>vince, and kept his marriage-feast 
in the great hall at Westminster, with great royalty 
and company of noblemen : insomuch that there 
were told {iriffiiUa millia) thirty thousand dishes of 
meats at that dinner. 

In the year 1256, King Henry sate in the ex- 
chequer of this hall, and there set down order for 
the appearance of sheriffs, and bringing in of their 
accounts : there were fire marks set on every she- 
xifTs head for a fine, because they had not dis- 
trained CTery person that might dispend fifteen 
pounds land by the year to reoeiye the order of 
imigfathood, as the same sheriffs were commanded. 
Also, the mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs of London, 
being accused of oppression and wrongs done by 
them, and submitting themselves in this place be- 
fore Uie king sitting m judgment upon that matter, 
they were condemned to pay their fines for their 
offences committed, and further, every one of them 
discharged of assise and ward. 

In the years 1268 and 1269, the same king kept 
his Christmas feasts at Westminster as before ; and 
also in the same 1269 he translated with great so- 
lemnity the body of King Edward the Confessor 
into a new chapel, at the back of the high altar : 
which chapel he had prepared of a marvellous 
workmanship, bestowing a new tomb or shrine of 
gold ; and on the day of his translation he kept a 
royal feast in the great hall of the palace, ^us 
much for the feasts of old time in this hall. 

We read also, that in the vear 1236, the river of 
Thames overflowing the banks, caused the marshes 
about Woolwitch to be all on a sea, wherein boats 
and other vessels were carried with the stream ; so 
that besides cattle, the greatest number of men, 
women, and children, inhabitants there, were 
drowned : and in the great palace of Westminster 
men did row with wherries in the midst of the hall, 
being forced to ride to their chambers. 

Moreover, in the year 1242, the Thames over- 
flowing tiie banks about Lambhithe, drowned houses 
and fields by the space of six miles, so that in the 
great hall at Westminster men took their horses, 
because the water ran over all. This palace was 
(m the year 1299, the 27tli of Edward I.) burnt by 
a vehement fire, kindled in the lesser hall of the 
king's house : the same, with many other houses 
adjoining, and with the queen's chamber, were 
consumed, but after that repaired. 

• In the first edition, the passage relative to Henry II.'s 
eommand to Hugh Oifford and William Browne, to distri- 
bute »hw ** according to the weight and measure of the 
king's children ** (see ante, pages M and 85), is inserted in 
thispiaee. 



In the year 1313, the 3lBt of Edward I., the 
king's treasury at Westminster was robbed ; for 
the which, Walter, abbot of Westminster, with 
forty-nine of his brethren and thirty-two other, 
were thrown into the Tower of London, and in- 
dicted of the robbery of a hundred thousand 
pounds ; but they affirming themselves to be clear 
of the fact, and desiring the king of speedy justice, 
a commission was directed for inquiry of Uie truth, 
and they were freed. 

In the year 1316, Edward II. did solemnize his 
feast of Penticost at Westminster, in the great 
hall ; where sitting royally at the table, with his 
peers about him, there entered a woman adorned 
like a minstrel, sitting on a great horse, trapped as 
minstrels then used, who rode round about the 
tables, showing pastime, and at length came up to 
the king's table, and laid before him a letter, and 
forthwith turning her horse, saluted every one, and 
departed. The letter being opened, had these con- 
tents : — ** Our soveraigne loid the king, hath no- 
thing curteously respected his knights, that in his 
father's time, and also in his owns, have put forth 
their persons to divers perils, and have utterly lost, 
or greatly diminished their substance, for honor of 
the said king, and he hath inriched abundantly 
such as have not borne the waight as yet of the 
busines, &c." 

This great hall was begun to be repaired in the 
year 1397 by Richard II., who caused the walls, 
windows, and roof, to be taken down, and new 
made, with a stately porch, and divers lodgings of 
a marvellous work, and with great costs ; aU w^ich 
he levied of strangers baniuied or flying out of 
their countries, who obtained license to remain in 
this land by the king's charters, which they had 
purchased with great sums of money ; John Boterell 
being then clerk of the works. 

This hall being finished in the year 1398, the 
same king kept a most royal Christmas there, with 
daily justmgs and runnings at tilt ; whereunto re- 
sorted such a number of people, that there was 
every day spent twenty-eight or twentv-six oxen, 
and three hundred sheep, besides fowl without num- 
ber : he caused a gown for himself to be made of 
gold, garnished wiUi pearl and precious stones, to 
the viuue of three thousand marks : he was guarded 
by Cheshire men, and had about him commonly 
thirteen bishops, besides barons, knights, esouires, 
and other more than needed ; insomuch, that to 
the household came every day to meat ten thousand 
people, as appeareth by the messes told out from 
the kitchen to three hundred servitors. 

Thus was this great hall, for the honour of the 
prince, oftentimes furnished with guests, not only 
m this king's time (a prodigal prince), but in the 
time of other also, both before and since, though 
not so usually noted. For when it is said, the king 
held his feast of Christmas, or such a feast at West- 
minster, it may well be supposed to be kept in this 
great hall, as most sufficient to such a purpose. 

I find noted by Robert Fabian (sometime an al- 
derman of London), that King Hennr VII., in the 
9th of his reign (holdmg his royal feast of Christ- 
mas at Westminster), on the twelfth day, feasted 
Ralph Austry, then mayor of London, and his 
brethren the aldermen, with other commouCTS in 
great number, and after dinner dubbing the mayor 
knight, caused him with his brethren to stay and 
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behold the diflguisings and other disports in the 
night following, showed in the great hall, which 
was richly hanged with arras, and staged about on 
both sides ; which disports being ended in the 
morning, the king, the queen, the ambassadors, and 
other estates, being set at a table of stone, sixty 
knights and esquires served sixty dishes to the 
king's mess, and as many to the queen's (neither 
flesh nor fish), and served the mayor with twenty- 
four dishes to his mess, of the same manner, with 
sundry wines in most plenteous wise : and finally, 
the king and queen being conveyed with great lights 
into the palace, the mayor with his company in 
barges returned and came to London by bredk of 
the next day. Thus much for building of this 
great hall, and feasting therein. 

It moreover appeareth that many parliaments 
have been kept there ; for I find noted, that in the 
year I3d7) tlie great hall at Westminster being out 
of reparations, and therefore, as it were, new built 
by Richard II. (as is afore showed), the same Ri- 
chard, in the mean time having occasion to hold a 
parliament, caused for that purpose a large house 
to be built in the midst of the palace-court, be- 
twixt the clock tower and the gate of the old great 
hall. This house was very large and long, made of 
timber, covered with tile, open on both the sides 
and at both the ends, that all men might see and 
hear what was both said and done. 

The king's archers (in number four thousand 
ChMhire men) compassed the house about with 
their bows bent, and arrows knocked in their hands, 
always ready to shoot : they had bouch of court * 
(to wit, meat and drink), and great wages of six- 
pence by the day. 

The old great hall being new built, parliaments 
were again there kept as before f : namely, one in 
the year 1399, for the deposing of Richard II. A 
great part of this palace at Westminster was once 
again burnt in the year 1512, the 4th of Henry 
YIII. ; since the which time it hath not been re- 
edified : only the great hall, with the offices near 
adjoining, are kept in good reparations, and serveth 
as afore for feasts at coronations, arraignments of 
great persons charged with treasons, keeping of the 
courts of justice, &c. But the princes have been 
lodged in other places about the city, as at Bay- 
narde's castle, at Bridewell, and White hall, some- 
time called York place, and sometime at St. 
James'. 

This great hall hath been the usual place of 
pleadings, and ministration of justice, whereof some- 
what shortly I will note. In times past the courts 
and benches followed the king wheresoever he went, 
as well since the Conquest as before ; which thing 
at length being thought cumbersome, painful, and 
chargeable to the people, it was in the year 1 224, 
the 9th of Henry III., agreed that there should be 

* The reader desirous of more explicit information as to 
the nature of the allowance called Bouche of Courts is re- 
ferred to the Ordinance$ and Regulatiotu for the Oovemment 
of the Royal Household, published by the Society of Anti- 
quaries in 1790, p. 162, where he will find " A declaration of 
Bouche of Courte, of everie particular thing, to be served to 
everie person being of the ordinary of the kinges honourable 
house, everie one of them according to their degrees." 

t *' I find of record, the 50th of Edward 111., that the 
chapter-house of tlie abbot of Westminster was then the 
usual house for the commons in parliament. "^n&'tou;. 



a standing place appointed, where matters should 
be heard and judged, which was in the great hall 
at Westminster. 

In this hall he ordained three judgment seats ; 
to wit, at the entry on the right hand, the Common 
Pleasywhere civil matters are to be pleaded, specially 
such as touch lands or contracts : at the npper end 
of the hall, on the right hand, or south-east comer, 
the King's Bench, where pleas of the crown have 
their hearing ; and on the left hand, or south-west 
comer, sitteth the lord chancellor, accompanied 
with the master of the rolls, and other men, learned 
for the most part in the civil law, and called mas- 
ters of the chancery, which have the king's tee. 
The times of pleading in these courts are four in 
the year, which are called terms : the first is Hil- 
U117 term, which beginneth the 23rd of January, if 
it be not Sunday, and endeth the 12th of February ; 
the second is Easter term, and beginneth seventeen 
days after Easter day, and endeth four days after 
Ascension day ; the third term beginneth six or 
seven days after Trinity Sunday, and endeth the 
Wednesday fortnight after ; the fourth is Michael- 
mas term, which beginneth the 9th of October, if 
it be not Sunday, and endeth the 28th of November. 

And here it is to be noted, that the kings of this 
realm have used sometimes to sit in person in the 
King's Bench ; namely. King Edward IV., in the 
year 1462, in Michaelmas term, sat in the King's 
Bench three days together, in the open court, to 
understand how his laws were ministered and ex- 
ecuted. 

Within the port, or entry into the hall, on either 
side arc ascendings up into large chambers, with- 
out the hall adjoining thereunto, wherein certain 
courts be kept, namely, on the right hand, is the 
court of the Exchequer, a place of account for the 
revenues of the crown : the hearers of the account 
have auditors under them ; but they which are the 
chief for accounts of the prince, are called barons 
of the Exchequer, whereof one is called the chief 
baron. The greatest ofiicer of all is called the 
high treasurer •. In this court be heard those 
that are delators, or informers, in popular and pe- 
nal actions, having thereby part of the profit by 
the law assigned unto them. 

In this court, if any question be, it is determined 
after the order of the common law of England by 
tw^elve men, and all subsidies, taxes, and customs, 
by account ; for in this office the sherifTs of the 
shire do attend upon the execution of the command- 
ments of the judges, which the earl f should do, if 

• "Of England."— U* edition, p. 387. 

This great office, the importance of which may be Judged 
from the fsct, that it is high treason to kill the lord high trea- 
surer in the execution of his office, is now, and has been 
for nearly two centuries, executed by five persons, who are 
called lords commissioners for executing the office of lord 
high treasurer, viz., one who is called first lord of the trea- 
stiry, and four others, who are styled lords of the treasury. 
The constitution of England recognises no such officer as 
the prime minister or premier, but these titles are usually 
given to the first lord of the treasury as head of the admi- 
nistration. See Thoms' Book of the Court, or Court Direc- 
tory, p. 226 et $eqq. 

t See further on the original nature of this title, p. 101. 
et $eq., of the work referred to in the preceding note, where 
the reader will find a large collection of materials fk-om Sei- 
dell, Blackstone, Cruise, and other writers, illustrative of the 
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he were not attending upon the princes in the wan, 
or otherwise aboat him ; for the chief office of the 
earl was to see the king's justice to have course, 
and to be well executed in the shire, and the 
prince's rcTenues to be well answered and brought 
into the treasury. 

If any fines or amerciaments be extracted out of 
any of the said courts upon any man, or any arre- 
rages of accounts of such things as is of customs, 
taxes, and subsidies, or other such like occasions, 
the same the sheriff of the shire doth gather, and 
is answerable therefore in the Exchequer : as for 
other ordinary rents of patrimonial lands, and roost 
commonly of taxes, customs, and subsidies, there 
be particular receiyers and collectors, which do 
answer it into the Exchequer. This court of the 
Exchequer hath of old time, and, as I think, since 
the Conquest, been kept at Westminster, notwith- 
standing sometimes removed thence by command- 
ment of the king, and after restored again, as, 
namely, in the year 1209, King John commanded 
the Exchequer to be removed from Westminster 
to Northampton, dec. 

On the left hand above the stair is the Duchy 
chamber, wherein is kept the court for the duchy 
of Lancaster by a chancellor of that duchy, and 
other officers under him. Then is there in another 
chamber the office of the receipts of the queen's 
revenues for the crown : then ia there also the 
Star chamber, where in the term time, every week 
once at the least, which is commonly on Fridays 
and Wednesdays, and on the next day after the 
torn endeth, the lord chancellor, and the lords, 
and other of the privy council, and the chief jus- 
tices of England, from nine of the clock till it be 
eleven, do sit. 

This place is called the Star chamber *, because 
the roof thereof is decked with the likeness of stars 
gilt : there be plaints heard of riots, routs, and 
other misdemeanors ; which if they be found by 
the king's council, the party offender shall be cen- 
sured by these persons, which speak one after 
another, and he shall be both fined and commanded 
to prison. 

Then at the upper end of the great hall, by the 
King's Bench, is a going up to a great chamber, 
called the White hall, wherein is now kept the 
court of Wards and Liveries f, and adjoining there- 



nature of thU title of honoiir, respecting which a variety of 
conflictiog opinions exist. 

* The name of this court, whose powers were so greatly 
abused as to have led to its abolition, has been derived from 
many sources, which are duly recorded by Blacks'one in his 
Commentaries (b. iv. c. 19. p. 266. ed. 1778). That learned 
Jorisconsult, however, with great show of probability, de- 
rives it from the starra, or itarrs (the contracts and obliga- 
tions of the Jews). These starrt, by an ordinance of Ri- 
chard I., were commanded to be enrolled and deposited in 
chests, under three keys, in certain places; one and the 
most considerable of which was in the king's Exchequer at 
Westminster ; and no siarr was allowed to be valid unless it 
were found in some of the said repositories. This room was 
probably called the Starr chamber, and when the Jews were 
expelled the kingdom, was applied to the use of the king's 
council sitting in their judicial capacity. 

t The Court of Wau-ds and Liveries, which had been in- 
stituted by 32 Henry VIII., c. 46, was abolished at the re 
storation of Charles II., together with the oppressive tenures 
upon which it was founded. 



unto is the Court of Requests. Then is St. Ste- 
phen's chapel, of old time foimded by King Stephen. 
King John, in the 7th of his reign, grant^ to Bald- 
winus de London, clerk of his Exchequer, the 
chapclship of St. Stephen's at Westminster, &c. 
This chapel was again since, of a far more curious 
workmanship, new built by King Edward III. in 
the year 1347) for thirty-eight persons in that 
church to serve Grod ; to wit, a dean, twelve secidar 
canons, thirteen vicars, four clerks, five choristers, 
two servitors, to wit, a verger and a keeper of the 
chapel. He built for those from the house of Re- 
ceipt, along nigh to the Thames, within the same 
palace, there to inhabit ; and since tliat there was 
also built for them, betwixt the clock-house and the 
wool staple, called the Wey house. He also built 
to the use of this chapel (though out of the palace 
coiut), some distance west, in the little sanctuary, 
a strong dochard of stone and timber, covered 
with lead, and placed therein three graU bells, 
since usually rung at coronations, triumphs, funeral 
of princes, and their obits. Of those bells men fa- 
buled that their ringing soured all the drink in the 
town : more, that about the biggest bell was writ- 
ten, — 

" King Edward made me, 

Thirtie thousand and three ; 
Take me downe and wey me. 
And more shall ye find me." 

But these bells being taken down indeed, were 
found all three not to weigh twenty thousand. True 
it Lb, that in the city of Rouen, in Normandie, there 
is one great bell, that hath such inscription as fol- 
loweth : — 

" Je suis George de Ambois, 
Qui trente cinq mil a pois, 
Hes lui qui me pesera, 
Trente six mil me trouera. 

" I am George of Ambois, 
Thirty-five thousand in pois ; 
But he that shall weigh me. 
Thirty -six thousand shall find me." 

The said King Edward endowed this chapel with 
lands to the yearly value of five himdred pounds. 
Doctor John Cluunbers, the king's physician, the 
last dean of this college, built thereimto a cloister 
of curious workmanship, to the charges of eleven 
thousand marks. This chapel, or college, at the 
suppression, was valued to dispend in lands by the 
year one thousand and eighty-five poimds ten shil- 
lings and five-pence, and was siurcndered to Ed- 
ward VL ; since the which time the same chapel 
hath served as a parliament house. 

By this chapel of St. Stephen was sometime one 
other smaller chapel, called our Lady of the Pew, 
to the which lady great offerings were used to be 
made : amongst other things, I have read, that 
Richard II., iJter the overthrow of Wat Tyler and 
other his rebels, in the 4th of his reign, went to 
Westminster, and there giving thanks to God for 
his victory, made his offering in this chapel ; but 
as divers have noted, namely, John Piggot, in the 
year 1252, on the 1 7th of February, by negligence 
of a scholar appointed by his schoolmaster to put 
forth the lights of this chapel, the image of our 
Udy, richly decked with jewels, pieciouB stones, 
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pearla, and rings, more than any jeweller could 
jndge the price for, so saith mine author, was, with 
all this ap|>arel, ornaments, and chapel itself, burnt ; 
but since again re-ediiied by Anthonie, E^l Rivers, 
Lord Scales, and of the Isle of Wight, uncle and 
governor to the Prince of Wales, that should have 
been King Edward V., &c. 

The said palace, before the entry thereunto, hath 
a large court, and in the same a tower of stone, 
containing a clock, which striketh every hour on a 
great bell, to be heard into the hall in sitting time 
of the courts, or otherwise ; for the same clock, in 
a calm, will be heard into the city of London. 
King Henry VL gave the keeping of this clock, 
with the tower called the docK-house *, and the 
appurtenances, unto William Walsby, dean of St. 
Stephen's, with the wages of six-pence the day out 
of his Exchequer. By this tower standeth a foun- 
tain, which at coronations and great triumphs is 
made to run with wine out of divers spouts. 

On the east side of this court is an arched gate 
to the river of Thames, with a fair bridge and 
landing-place for all men that have occasion. On 
the norih side is the south end of St. Stephen's 
alley, or Canon row, and also a way into the old 
wool staple ; and on the west side is a very fair 
gate, bcffun by Richard III. in the year 1484, and 
was by liim built a great height, and many fair 
lodgings in it, but left unfinished, and is called the 
high tower at Westminster. Thus much for the 
monastery and palace may suffice. And now will I 
speak of the gate-house, and of Totehill street, 
stretching from the west part of the close. 

The gate-house is so called of two gates, the one 
out of the College court towards the north, on the 
east side whereof was the bishop of London's prison 
for clerks* convict ; and the other gate, adjoining 
to the first, but towards the west, is a gaol or prison 
for offenders thither committed. Walter Warfield, 
cellarer to the monastery, caused both these gates, 
with the appurtenances; to be built in the reign of 
Edward III. 

On the south side of this gate. King Henry VII. 
founded an alms-house for thirteen poor men ; one 
of them to be a priest, aged forty-five years, a good 
grammarian, the other twelve to be aged fifty years, 
without wives: every Saturday the priest to re- 
ceive of the abbot, or prior, four-pence by the day, 
and each other two-pence halfpenny by the day for 
ever, for their sustenance, and every year to each 
one a gown and a hood reaidy made ; and to three 
women that dressed their meat, and kept them in 
their sickness, each to have every Saturday sixteen 



* The origin of this building is thus related in the Collec- 
tion of J wecdotet ami Tradiiiofw published by the Camden 
Society:— 

" Justice Ingham, in the reign of Edward I., paid eight 
hundred marks for a fine, for that a poor man being fined in 
an action of debt at thirteen shillings and fourpence, the 
said justice being moved with pity, caused the roll to be 
rased, and made it six shillings and eightpence. This case 
Justice Southcote remembered, when CaUjm, chief Justice 
of the King's Bench, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, would 
have ordered a razure of a roll in the like case, which South- 
cote utterly denied to assent unto, and said openly that he 
meant not to build a clock-house ; ' for,' said he, ' with the 
fine that Ingham paid for the like matter, the clock-house 
at Westminster was builded and furnished with a clock, 
which continueth to this day.' " 



pence, and every year a gown ready made. More, 
to the thirteen poor men yearly eighty quarters of 
coal and one thousand of good faggots to their use, 
in the hall and kitchen of their mansion ; a discreet 
monk to be overseer of them, and he to have forty 
shillings by the year, &c. ; and hereunto was every 
abbot and prior sworn. 

Near unto this house westward was an old chapel 
of St. Anne ; over against the which the Lady Mar- 
garet, mother to King Henry VII., erected an 
alms-house for poor women, which is now turned 
into lodgings for the singing men of the college. 
The place wherein this chapel and alms-hotise 
standeth was called the Elemoeinary, or Almonry, 
now corruptly the Ambry *, for that the alms of 
the abbey were there distributed to the poor. And 
therein Islip, abbot of Westminster, erected the 
first press of book printing that ever was in Eng- 
land, about the year of Christ 1471. William Cax- 
ton, citizen of London, mercer, brought it into Eng- 
land, and was the first that practised it in the said 
abbey ; after which time, the like was practised in 
the abbeys of St. Augustine at Canterbury, St. Al- 
ban's, and other monasteries. 

From the west gate runneth along Totehil street, 
wherein is a house of the Lord Gray of Wilton ; 
and on the other side, at the entry into Totehill 
field, Stourton house, which Gyles, the last Lord 
Dacre of the south, purchased and built new, whose 
lady and wife Anne, sister to Thomas, the Lord 
Buckhurst, left money to her executors to build an 
hospital for twenty poor women, and so many chil- 
dren, to be brought up tmder them, for whose 
maintenance she assigned lands to the value of one 
hundred poimds by the year, which hospital her 
executors have new b^un in the field adjoining. 
From the entry into Totehill field the street m 
called Petty France, -in which, and upon St. Her- 
mit's hill, on the south side thereof, Comelius Van 
Dun (a Brabander bom, yeoman of the guard to 
King Henry YIII., Kins Edward YI., Queen 
Mary, and Queen Etizabeth,) built twenty houses 
for poor women to dwell rent-free : and near here- 
unto was a chapel of Mary Magdalen, now wholly 
ruinated. 

In the year of Christ 1256, the 40th of Henry 
III., John Mansell, the king's councillor and priest, 
did invite to a stately dinner the kings and queens 
of England and Scotland, Edward the king's son, 
earls, barons, and knights, the Bishop of London, 
and divers citizens, whereby his guests did grow 
to such a niunber, lliat his house at Totehill could 
not receive them, but that he was forced to set up 
tents and pavilions to receive his guests, whereof 
there was such a multitude that seven hundred 
messes of meat did not serve for the first dinner. 

The city of Westminster for civil government is 
divided into twelve several wards ; for the which 
the dean of the collegiate church of Westminster, 
or the high-steward, do elect twelve burgesses, and 
as many assistants ; that is, one burgess, and one 
assistant, for every ward ; out of the which twelve 
bun^esses two are nominated yearly, upon Thursday 
in Easter week, for chief burgesses to continue for 

* The corruption alluded to by Stow exists to the present 
day— the Almonry being styled by the lower classes in 
Westminster, the Ambry. The house said to have been Cax- 
ton's is also we believe still remaining, though in a sUteof 
great dilapidation. 
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one year next following, who have authority given 
them by the act of parliament, 27th Elizabeth, to 
hear, examine, determine, and prniiah, according to 
the laws of the realm, and lawful customs of the 
city of London, matters of incontinency, common 
scolds, inmates, and common annoyances ; and like- 
wise to commit such persons as shall offend against 
the peace, and thereof to give knowledge within 
four-and-twenty hours to some justice of peace, in 
the county of Middlesex. 

GOFKBNORS OF THE CITY OP LONDON ; AND FIRST OP 
ECCLESIASTICAL BISHOPS, AND OTHER MINISTERS, 
THERE. 

Having thus run through the description of these 
cities of London and Westminster, as well in their 
original foundations, as in their increases of build- 
ings and ornaments, together with such incidents 
of sundry sorts as are before, both generally and 
particnlarly discoursed, it remaineth that somewhat 
be noted by me touching the policy and govern- 
ment, both ecclesiastical and civil, of London, as I 
have already done for Westminster, the order 
whereof is appointed by the late statute, even as 
that of Londonis maintained by the customs thereof, 
most laudably used before all the time of memory. 
And first, to beein with the ecclesiastical juris- 
diction : I read that the Christian faith was first 
preached in this island (then called Britaine^ by 
Joseph of Arimathea *, and his brethren, disciples 
of Christ, in the time of Aruiragus, then governor 
here under the Roman emperor ; after which time, 
Lucius, king of the Britunes, sent his ambassadors, 
Eluanus and Meduvanus, two men learned in the 
Scriptures, with letters to Eleutherius f, bishop of 
Rome, desiring him to send some devout and 
learnt men, by whose instruction he and his 
people mieht be taught the faith and religion of 
Christ. Eleutherius baptized those messengers, 
m^irwig Eluanus a bishop, and Meduvius a teacher, 
and sent over with them into Britam two other 
£unou8 clerks, Faganus and Deruvianus, by whose 
diligence Lucius, and his people of Britaine, were 
instructed in the faith of Chnst, and baptized, the 
temples of idols were converted into cathedral 
churches, and bishops were placed where Flam- 
mines before had been ; at London, Yorke, and Car- 
leon upon Uske, were placed archbishops, saith 
scane. The epistle said to be sent by Eleutherius 
to king Lucius, for the establishing of the faith, ye 
may read in my Annals, Summaries, and Chroni- 
des, truly translated and set down as mine author 
hath it, for some have curtailed and corrupted it, 
and then &thered it upon reverend Bede, who 
never wrote word thereof, or otherwise to that 
effect, more than this as followeth t' 

* Joeeph of Arimathea has heen most extensively regarded 
as the British apostle. But the Rev. H. Soames, in his in- 
teresting History of the Anglo-Saxon Church, after showing 
that there are prestmiptions of some weight in favour of 
St. Paul hims«flf having heen the evangelist of Britain, con- 
dudes, ** that a native of this island may fairly consider the 
great aposUe of the Gentiles as not improbably the founder 
of his national church ;" while the late Bishop of St David's 
considered the U/eta " indisputable." 

t '* Eleutherius died in the yeare 186» when he had sitten 
bishop IS yeares.**— 5tow. 

X Beda's statement is contained in the fourth chapter of 



In the year 156, Marcus Aurelius Vems, the 
fourteenth emperor after Augustus, governed the 
empire with his brother Aurelius Comodus ; in 
whose time, Glutherius, a holy man, being pope of 
the church of Rome, Lucius, king of Britain^, 
wrote unto him, desiring that by his commandment 
he might be made Christian ; which his request 
was granted him ; whereby the Britaines receiving 
then the faith, kept it sound and undefiled in rest 
and peace until Dioclesian the emperor*s time. 
Thus far Bede, which may suffice to prove the 
Christian faith there to be received here. And 
now of the London bishops as I find them. 

There remaineth in the parish church of St. 
Peter upon Comhill in London a table, wherein is 
written, that Lucius founded the same church to 
be an archbishop's see, and metropolitan or chief 
church of his kingdom, and that it so endured the 
space of four hundred years, until the coming of 
Augustine the monk, and others, from Rome, in the 
reign of the Saxons. The archbishops' names I 
find only to be set down by Joceline of Fumes, in 
his book of British bishops, and not elsewhere. 
Thean (saith he) was the first archbishop of Lon- 
don, in the time of Lucius, who built the said 
church of St. Peter, in a place called Comhill in 
London, by the aid of Ciran, chief butler to King 
Lucius. 

2. Eluanus was the second, and he built a library 
to the same church adioining, and converted many 
of the Druids (learned men in the Pagan law) to 
the Christian faith. 

3. Cadar was the third ; then followed. 

4. Obinus. 

5. Conan. 

6. Paludius. 
7> Stephen. 
8. Iltute. 

0. Dedwin. 

10. Thedred. 

11. Hillary. 

12. Guidelium. 

13. Vodimus, slain by the Saxons. 

14. Theanus, the fourteenth, fled with the Bri- 
taines into Wales, about the year of Christ 587> 

Thus much out of Joceline of the archbishops ; 
the credit whereof I leave to the judgment of the 
learned ; for I read of a bishop of London (not 
before named) in the year of Christ 326 *, to be 



the first book of his HiHoria Beelttitutieat vide p. 16. < f the 
edition publiihed by the English Historical Society, under 
the editorship of Mr. Stevenson, whose note upon this point 
is as follows :— '* The date of this event is by no means clear, 
nor is Beda's chronology without difficulty. The reader may 
consult Usher's Primord. cap. iii. and iv., for the different 
statements which have been made upon the subject." 

« This should be a.d. 314. See Soames' Anglo-Saxon 
Church, p. 10, where we read :—" The care universally mark- 
ing primitive Christianity, to provide a bishop for every 
church, necessarily connects the stream of British prelacy 
with apostolic times. National confUsions, by destroying 
evidence, have, Indeed, prevented modem Britain from 
ascertaining the eariiest links in the chain of her episcopal 
succession. But it is satisfactory to know, that her prelates 
presented themselves upon the first occasion likely to (Ur- 
nish an authentic record of their appearance. Constantine, 
desirous of terminating the Donatistic schism, convened a 
council at Aries. The signatures of three BritUh bishops 
are appended to the canons there enacted." These were, 

N 
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present at the second council, holden at Aries, in 
the time of Ck)nstantine the Great, who subscribed 
thereunto in these words : Exprovineice Britanke 
CivUaie Londiniensi JRatkutus Epiteopus, a s plainly 
appeareth in the first tome of the councils, he 
writeth not himself archbishop, and therefore 
maketh the matter of archbishops doubtful, or 
rather, overthroweth that opinion. 

The Saxons being pagans, having chased the 
Britons, with the Christian preachers, into the 
mountains of Wales and Comewall ; and having 
divided this kingdom of the Britons amongst them- 
selves, at the length, to wit, in the year 596, Pope 
Gregory, moved of a godly instinction, (sayeth 
Bede), in the 147th year after the arrival of the 
Angles or Saxons in Britaine, sent Augustine, 
Miletus, Justus, and John, with other monks, to 
preach the Gospel to the said nation of the Angles : 
these landed in the isle of Thanet, and were first 
received by Ethelbert, king of Kent, whom they 
converted to the faith of Christ, with divers other 
of his people, in the 34th year of his reign, which 
Ethelbert gave unto Augustino the city of Canter- 
bury. 

This Augustine, in the year of Christ 604, conse- 
crated Melitus and Justus bishops, appointing 
Miletus to preach imto the East Saxons, whose 
chief city was London ; and there King Sebert, 
nephew to Ethelbert, by preaching of Melitus, re- 
ceived the Word of Life : and then Ethelbert king 
of Kent, built in the city of London St. Paul's 
church, wherein Melitus began to be bishop in the 
year 619, and sat five years. Ethelbert, by his 
charter, gave lands to this church of St. Paul, so 
did other kings after him. King Sebert, through 
the good life, and like preaching of Melitus, having 
received baptism, to show himself a Christian, 
built a church to the honour of God and St. Peter, 
on the west side of London, which church is called 
Westminster ; but the successors of Sebert being 
pagans, expelled Melitus out of their kingdoms. 

Justus, the second bishop for a time, and tiien 
Melitus again ; after whose decease the seat was 
void for a time. At length Sigebert,jBon to Sigebert, 
brother to Sebert, rul^ in Essex ; he became a 
Christian, and took to him a holy man named 
Cedde, or Chadde, who won many by preaching, 
and good life, to the Christian religion. 

Cedde, or Chad, was by Finan consecrated 
bishop of the East Saxons, and he ordered priests 
and deacons in all the parts of Essex, but espe- 
cially at Ithancaster * and Tilberie. 

This city of Ithancaster (saith Raph Cogshall) 
stood on the bank of the river Pante, that nmneth 
by Maldun, in the hundred of Danesey, but now is 
drowned in Pante, so that nothing remaineth but 
the ruin of the city in the river Tilberie (both the 
west and east) standeth on the Thames side, nigh 
over against Gravesend. 

Wina, expelled from the church of Winchester 
by Cenewalche the king, was adopted to be the 
fourth bishop of London, in the reign of Wolferus 
king of Mercia, and sat nine years. 

Eborius, bishop of York— Restltutus, bishop of London — and 
Adelfius, bishop de eivitaU Colonia Londimensum, by which 
Colchester is supposed to be meant. 

* According to Camden, near Maldon, Essex. According 
to Somner, a castle sometime standing about St. Peter's in 
the Wall, in Dengy hundred, Essex. 



Erkenwalde, bom in the castle or town of Stal- 
lingborough in Lindsey, first abbot of Crotesey, 
was by Theodore archbishop of Canterbury ap- 
pointed to be bishop of the Elast Saxons, in the city 
of London. This Erkenwalde, in the year of Christ 
677y before he was made bishop, had built two 
monasteries, one for himself, being a monk, in the 
isle of Crete in Surrey, bv the river of Thames^ 
and another for his sister Edilburge, being a nun, 
in a certain place called Berching in Essex ; he 
deceased at Berching in the year 697^ and was 
then buried in PauPs church, and translated into 
the new church of St. Paul in the year 1148. 

Waldhere was bishop of London. Sebba king of 
the East Saxons at his hands received the habit of 
monk, for at that time there were monks in PauFs 
church, as writeth Radulphus de Diceto, and others. 
To this bishop he brought a great sum of money, 
to be bestowed and given to the poor, reserving 
nothing to himself, but rather desired to remain 
poor in goods as in spirit, for the kingdom of 
heaven. When he had reigned thirty years he 
deceased at Paul's, and was Uiere burieid, and lieth 
now in a coffin of stone, on the north side of the 
aisle next the choir. 

Ingwaldus bishop of London was at the conse- 
cration of Tatwine archbishop of Canterbury' ; he 
confirmed the foundation of Crowland in the year 
716, saith Ingulfus, and deceased in the year 744, 
as saith Hoveden. 

746. Engulfe bishop of London. 

7^4. Wichet, or Wigerus, bishop of London. 

761. Eaderightus, or Edbrithe, bishop of Lon- 
don. 

768. Eadgain, or Eadgarus, bishop of London. 

773. Kenewallth bishop of London. 

784. Eadbaldus bishop of London. 

795. Heatbright bishop of London, deceased 802, 
saith Hoveden. 

813. Osmond bishop of London ; he was witness 
to a charter made to Crowland in the year 833, 
saith Ingulphus. 

835. Ethelmothe bishop of London. 

838. Elbertus, or Celbertus, bishop of London. 

841. Caulfe bishop of London. 

850. Swithulfus bishop of London ; he likewise 
was witness to a charter of Crowland 851. 

860. Edstanus bishop of London ; witness to a 
charter to Crowland 860. 

870. Ulsius bishop of London. 

878. Ethelwardus bishop of London. 

886. Elstanus bishop of London, died in the 
year 900, saith Asser ; and all these, saith the 
author of Flora Ilittoriarum, were buried in the 
old church of St. Paul, but there remaineth now 
no memory of them. 

900. Theodricus bishop of London ; this man 
confirmed King Edred*s charter made to Win- 
Chester in the year 947, whereby it seemeth that 
he was bishop of London of a later time than is 
here placed. 

922. Welstanus bishop of London. 

941. Brithelme bishop of London. 

958. Dunstanus, abbot of Glastonberie, then 
bishop of Worcester, and then bishop of London ; 
he was afterwards translated to Canterbury 960. 

960. Ealfstanus bishop of London ; the 28th in 
number. 

981. Edgare bishop of London ; he confirmed 
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the grants made to Winchester and to Crowland 966, 
and again to Crowland 970, the charter of Etbelred, 
concerning Ulfrunhampton, 996. 

1004. Elphinus bishop of London. 

1010. Alwinus bishop of London ; he was sent 
into Normandy in the year 1013, saith Asser. 

1044. Robert, a monk of Gremerisins in Nor- 
mandy, bishop of London seven years, afterwards 
translated from London to Canterbury. 

1050. Specgasius, elected, but rejected by the 
king. 

1061. William, a Norman chaplain to Edward 
the Confessor, was made bishop of London 1051, 
sate 17 years, and deceased 1070. He obtained of 
William the Conqueror the charter of liberties for 
the city of London, as I have set down in my 
Summary, and appeareth by his epitaph in Paul's 
church. 

1070. Hugh de Orwell bishop of London ; he 
died of a leprosy when he had sitten fifteen years. 

1086. Iklaurice bishop of London ; in whose time, 
to wit, in the year 1086, the church of St. Paul was 
burnt, with the most part of this city ; and there- 
fore he laid the foundation of a new large church ; 
and having sat twenty-two years he deceased 
1107. saith Paris. 

1108. Richard Beame, or Beamor, bishop of 
London, did wonderfully increase the work of this 
church begun, purchasing the streets and lanes 
adjoining with his own money ; and he founded the 
monastery of St. Osyth in Essex. He sat bishop 
nineteen years, and deceased 1127> 

1127. Gilbertufl Universalis, a canon of Lyons, 
elected by Henry I. ; he deceased 1141, when he 
had sat fourteen years. 

1142. Robert de Segillo, a monk of Reading, 
whom Blawde the empress made bishop of London, 
where he sat eleven years. Geffrey de Magnavile 
took him prisoner at Fulham, and he deceased 
1152. 

1153. Richard Beames, archdeacon of Essex, 
bishop of London ten years, who deceased 1162. 

1163. Gilbert Foliot, bishop of Hereford, from 
whence translated to London, sat twoity-three 
years, and deceased 1186. 

1189. Richard Fitz Nele, the king's treasurer, 
archdeacon of Essex, elected bishop of London at 
Pipwel, 1189. He sate nine years, and deceased 
1198. This man also took great pains about 
the building of Paul's church, and raised many 
oUier goodly buildings in his diocese. 

1199. William S. Mary Church, a Norman, 
bishop of London, who w^as one of the three bishops 
that, by the pope's commandment, executed his 
interdiction, or curse, upon the whole realm of 
England ; but he was forced, with the other bishops, 
to flee the realm in 1208 ; and his castle at 
Stratford in Essex was by commandment of IHag 
John overthrown, 1210. This William, in com- 
pany of the archbishop of Canterburie, and of the 
bishop of Elie, went to Rome, and there complained 
against the king, 1212, and returned, so as in the 
year 1215 King John, in the church of St. Paul, at 
the hands of this William, took upon him the cross 
for the Holy Land. He resigned his bishoprick of 
his own voluntary in the year 1221, saith Cogshall. 

1221. Eustachius de Fauconbridge, treasurer of 
the exchequer (saith Paris), chiuicellor of the 
exchequer (saith Textor and Cogshall), bishop of 



London, 1223, whilst at Chehnesforde he was giving 
holy oxtlers, a great tempest of wind and rain 
annoyed so many as came thither, whereof it was 
gathered how highly God was displeased with such 
as came to receive orders, to the end that they 
might live a more easy life of the stipend appointed 
to the ehurchmen,gi\'ing themselves to bauquetting ; 
and so with unclean and filthy bodies (but more 
unclean souls) presume to minister unto God, the 
author of purity and cleanness. Falcatius de 
Brent was delivered to his custody in the year 
1224. This Eustachius deceased in the year 1228, 
and was buried in Paul's church, in the south side, 
without, or above, the choir. 

1229. Roger Niger, archdeacon of Colchester, 
made bishop of London. In the year 1230 (saith 
Paris), upon the feast day of the Conversion of 
St. Paul, when he was at mass in the cathedral 
church of St. Paul, a great multitude of people 
being there present, suddenly the weather waxed 
dark, so as one could scantly see another, and a 
horrible thunder-clap lighted on the church, which 
so shook it, that it was like to have fallen, and 
therewithal out of a dark cloud proceeded a flash of 
lightning, that all the church seemed to be on fire, 
whereupon such a stench ensued, that all men 
thought they should have died ; thousands of men 
and women ran out of the church, and being asto- 
nied, fell upon the ground void of all sense and 
understandms ; none of all the multitude tarried 
in the church save the bishop and one deacon, 
which stood still before the high altar, awaiting the 
will of God. When the air was cleansed, the mul- 
titude returned into the church, and the bishop 
ended the service. 

This Roger Niger is commended to have been a 
man of worthy life, excellently well-learned, a 
notable preacher, pleasant in talk, mUd of counte- 
nance, and liberal at his table. He admonished 
the usurers of his time to leave such enormities as 
they tendered the salvation of their souls, and to do 
penance for that they had committed. But when 
he saw they laughed him to scorn, and also threat- 
ened him, the bishop generally excommunicated 
and accursed all such, and commanded straitly 
that such usurers should depart farther from the 
city of London, which hither towards had been 
ignorant of such mischief and wickedness, least his 
diocess should be infected therewithal. He fell 
sick and died at his manor of Bishops hall, in the 
lordship and parish of Stebunheth, in the year 1241, 
and was buried in Paul's church, on the north side 
of the presbytery, in a £ur tomb, coped, of grey 
marble. 

1241. Fulco Basset, dean of Yorke, by the death 
of Gilbert Basset, possessed his lands, and was then 
made bbhop of London, deceased on the 21st of 
May, in the year 1259, as saith John Textor, and 
was bmied in Paul's chiurh. 

1259. Henry Wingham, chancellor of England, 
made bishop of London, deceased in the year 1262, 
saith Textor, and was buried in Paul's church, on 
the south side, without or above the choir, in a 
marble monument, close at the head of Faucon- 
bridge. 

1 262. Richard Talbot, bishop of London,8traight- 
ways after his consecration deceased, saith Evers- 
den. 

1262. Henry Sandwich, bishop of London, de- 
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ceased in the year 1273, as the same author 
affirmeth. 

1273. John Gieshul, dean of Paul's, treasurer of 
the Exchequer, and keeper of the great seal, was 
bishop of London, and deceased in the year 1279, 
saith Eversden. 

1280. Fulco LoYcl, archdeacon of Ck)lchester, 
elected bishop of London, but refused that place. 

1280. Richard Gravesend, archdeacon of North- 
ampton, bishop of London. It appeareth by the 
chiuter-warren granted to this bishop, that in his 
time there were two woods in the parish of Stebun- 
hith pertaining to the said bishop. I have since I 
kept house for myself known the one of them by 
Bishops hall ; but now they are both made plain 
of wood, and not to be discerned from other 
grounds. Some have fabuled that this Richard 
Gravesend, bishop of London, in the year 1392, the 
16th of Richard II., purchased the charter^ of 
liberties to this city ; which thing hath no possi- 
bility of truth, as I have proved, for he deceased in 
the year 1303, almost ninety years before that 
time. 

1307. Raph Baldocke, dean of Paul's, bishop of 
London, consecrated at Lyons by Peter, bishop of 
Alba, in the year 1307 ; he was a great fiirtherer 
of the new work of Paul's ; to wit, the east end, 
called our Lady chapel, and other adjoining. This 
Raph deceased in the year 1313, and was buried in 
the said Lady chapel, under a flat stone. 

1313. Gilbert Segrave was consecrated bishop 
of London, and sat three years. 

131 7' Richard Newport, bishop of London, sat 
two years, and was buried in Paul's church. 

1318. Stephen Gravesend, bishop of London, sat 
twenty years. 

]33i3. Richard Went worth, bishop of London, 
and chancellor of England, and deceased tlie year 
1339. 

1339. Raph Stratford, bishop of London ; he 
purchased the piece of ground called No Man's 
land, beside Smithfield, and dedicated it to the use 
of burial, as before hath appeared. He was bom 
at Stratford upon Avon, and therefore built a 
chapel to St. Thomas there : he sat fourteen years, 
deceased at Stebunhith. 

1354. Michael Norbroke, bishop of London, 
deceased in the year 1361, saith Mirimouth, sat 
seven years. 

1362. Simon Sudbery, bishop of London, sat 
thirteen years, translated to be archbishop of Can- 
terbury in the year 1375. 

1375. William Courtney, translated from Here- 
ford to the bbhoprick of London, and after trans- 
lated from thence to the archbishoprick of Canter- 
bury in the year 1381. 

1381. Robert Breybrook, canon of Lichfield, 
bishop of London, made chancellor in the 6th of 
Richard II., sat bishop twenty years, and deceased 
in the year 1404 : he was buried in the said Lady 
chapel at Paul's. 

1405. Roger Walden, treasurer of the exche- 
quer, archbishop of Canterbury, was deposed, and 
after made bishop of London ; he deceased in the 
Year 1406, and was buried * in Paul's church, AU- 
hallowes altar. 

• <' At Bartholomew's priory in Smithfleld."— 1#< edition, 
p. 304. 



1406. Richard Bubwith, bishop of London, trea- 
surer of the exchequer, translated to Salisbury, and 
from thence to Bathe, and lieth buried at WeU. 

1407. Richard Clifford, removed from Worces- 
ter to London, deceased 1422, as saith Thomas 
Walsingham, and was buried in Paul's. 

1422. John Kempe, fellow of Martin college in 
Oxford, was made bishop of Rochester, from 
whence removed to Chichester, and thence to Lon- 
don ; he was made the king's chancellor in the 
year 1425, the 4th of Henry VI., and was removed 
from London to York in the year 1426 : he sat 
archbishop there twenty-five years, and was trans- 
lated to Canterbury ; he was afterwards made car- 
dinal in the year 1452. In the bishop of London's 
house at Fulham he received the cross, and the 
next day the pall, at the hands of Thomas Kempe, 
bishop of London. He deceased in the year 1454. 

1426. William Gray, dean of York, consecrated 
bishop of London, who founded a college at Thele 
in Hartfordshire, for a master and four canons, and 
made it a cell to Elsing spittle in London ; it had 
of old time been a college, decayed, and therefore 
newly-founded. He was translated to Lincolne 
1431. 

1431. Robert Fitzhugh, archdeacon of North- 
ampton, consecrated bishop of London, sat live 
years, deceased 1435, and was buried on the south 
side of the choir of Paul's. 

1435. Robert Gilbert, doctor of divinity, dean of 
York, consecrated bishop of London, tat twelve 
years, deceased 1448. 

1449. Thomas Kempe, archdeacon of Richmond, 
consecrated bishop of London at York house (now 
Whitehall), by the hands of his uncle John Kemp, 
archbishop of York, the 8th of February, 1449 ; he 
founded a chapel of the Trinity in the body of St. 
Paul's church, on the north side ; he sat bishop of 
London thirty-nine years and forty-eieht days, and 
then deceased in the year 1489, was were buried. 

1489. John Marshal, bishop of London, deceased 
in the year 1493. 

1493. Richard Hall, bishop of London, deceased 
1495, and was buried in the body of St. Paul's 
church. 

1496. Thonuis Savage, first bishop of Rochester, 
then bishop of London five years, was translated to 
York 1501, where he sat archbishop seven years, 
and was there buried in the year 1507* 

1502. William Warrham, bishop of London, 
made keeper of the great seal, sat two years, was 
translated to Canterbury. 

1504. William Barons, bishop of London, sat 
ten months and eleven days, deceased in the year 
1505. 

1505. Richard Fitz James, fellow of Merton 
college in Oxford, in the reign of Henry YI., was 
made bishop of Rochester, after bishop of Chi- 
chester, tlien bishop of London ; he deceased 1521, 
and lieth buried hard beneath the north-west pillar 
of the steeple in St. Paul's, under a fair tomb of 
marble, over the which was built a fair chapel of 
timber, with stairs mounting thereunto : this chapel 
was burned with fire from the steeple 1561, and 
the tomb was taken down. 

1521. Cuthbert Tunstal, doctor of law, master of 
the rolls, lord privy seal, and bishop of London, was 
thence translated to the bishopric of Durham in the 
year 1529. 
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1529. John Stokeley, bishop of London, sat 
thirteen yean, deceased in the year 1539, and was 
buried in the Lady chapel in Paul's. 

1539. Edmond Boner, doctor of the civil law, 
archdeacon of Leycester, then bishop of Hereford, 
was elected to London in the year 1539, whilst he 
was beyond the seas, ambassador to King Henry 
VIII. On the 1st of September, 1549, he preached 
at Paul's cross ; for the which sermon he was 
charged before the council of King Edward VI., by 
William Latimer, parson of St. Lawrence Poltney, 
and John Hooper, sometime a white monk, and 
being oonvented before certain commissioners at 
Lambith, was for his disobedience to the king's 
order, on the 20th day of the same month sent to 
the Marshalsey, and deprived from his bishopric. 

1550. Nicholas Ridley, bishop of Rochester, 
elected bishop of London, was installed in Paul's 
church on the 12th of April. This man by his 
deed, dated the twelfth day after Christmas, in the 
4th year of Edward VI., gave to the king the 
manors of Branketrie and Southminster, and the 
patronage of the church of Cosshall in Essex, the 
manors of Stebunheth and Hackney, in the county 
of Middlesex, and the nuursh of Stebunheth, with 
all and singular messuages, lands, and tenements, to 
the said manors belonging, and also the advowson 
of the vicarage of the parish -church of Cogshall in 
Essex aforesaid ; which erant was confirmed by 
the dean and chapter of Paul's, the same day and 
year, with exception of such lands in Southminster, 
Stebunheth, and Hackney, as only pertained to 
them. The said King Edward, by his letters 
patents, dated the 16th of April, in the said 4th 
year of his reign, granted to Sir Thomas Went- 
worth. Lord Wentworth, lord chamberlain of the 
king's household, for, and in consideration of his 
good and faithful service before done, a part of the 
late received gift, to wit, the lordships of Stebun- 
heth and Hackney, with all the members and 
appnrtenances thereunto belonging, in Stebunheth, 
Hadmey way, Shorditch, Holiwell street. White- 
chappell, Stn^ord at Bow, Poplar, North street, 
Limehouae, Ratliffe, Cleve street. Brock street. 
Mile end, Bleten hall green, Oldford, Westheth, 
Kingsland, Shakelwell, Newinton street aliat Hack- 
ney street, Clopton, Church street, Wei street, 
Humbarton, Grove street, Gunston street, aluu 
More street, in the county of Middlesex, together 
with the marsh of Stebunhith, &e. The manor of 
Hackney was valued at sixty-one pounds nine shil- 
lings and fourpence, and the manor Stebunhith at 
one hundred and forty pounds eight shillings and 
elevm pence, by year, to be holden in chief, by 
the service of the twentieth part of a knight's fee. 
This bbhop, Nicholas Ridley, for preaching a ser- 
mon at Paul's cross, on the 16th of July, in the 
year 1553, was committed to the Tower of London, 
where he remained prisoner till the 10th of April, 
1554, and was thence sent to Oxford, there to dis- 
pute with the divines and learned men of the con- 
trary opinion ; and on the 16th of October, 1555, 
he was burned at Oxford for opinicms against the 
Romish order of sacraments, &c. 

1553. Edmond Boner aforesaid, being released 
out of the Marshelsey, was restored to we bishop- 
rick of London, by Qneen Mary, on the 5th of 
August, in the year 1553, and again deposed by 
Qneen Elizabeth, in the month of July 1559, and 



was eftsoones committed to the Marshelsey, where 
he died on the 5th of September, 1569, and was 
at midnight buried amongst other prisoners in St. 
Greorge's churchyard. 

1559. Edmond Grindal, bishop of London, being 
consecrated the 2l8tof December, 1559, was trans- 
lated to York in the year 1670, and from thence re- 
moved to Canterbury in the year 1575. He died 
blind 1583 on the 6th of July, and was buried at 
Croydowne in Surrey. 

1570. Ed wine Stands, being translated from 
Worcester to the bishoprick of London, in the year 
1570, was thence translated to Yorke in the year 
1576, and died in the year 1588. 

1576. John Elmere, bishop of London, deceased 
in the year 1594, on the 3d of June at Fulham, and 
was buried in Paul's church, before St. Thomas 
chapel. 

1594. Richard Fletcher, bishop of Worcester, 
was on the 30th of December m Paul's church 
elected bishop of London, and deceased on the 15th 
of June, 15£f6 : he was buried in Paul's church 
without any solemn funeral. 

1597. Richard Bancroft, doctor of divinity, con- 
secrated at Lambeth on Sunday, the 8th of May, 
now sitteth bishop of London, in the year 1598 
being installed there. 

This much for the succession of the bishops of 
London, whose diocese containeth the city of Lon- 
don, the whole shires of Middlesex and Essex and 
part of Hartfordshire. These bishops have for as- 
sistants in the cathedral church of St. Paul, a dean, 
a chaunter, a chancellor, a treasurer, five arch- 
deacons — to wit, London, Middlesex, Essex, Col- 
chester, and St. Alban's, and thirty prebendaries ; 
there appertaineth also to the said churches for 
furniture of the choir in Divine service, and mini- 
stration of the sacraments, a college of twelve 
petty canons, six vicars choral, and choristers, Ac. 

This diocese is divided into parishes, every parish 
having its parson, or vicar at the least, learned 
men for the most part, and sufficient preachers, to 
instruct the people. There were in this city, and 
within the suburbs thereof, in the reign of llenzy 
II. (as writeth Fitz Stephens), thirteen great con- 
ventual churches, besiaes the lesser sort called 
parish churches, to the number of one hundred and 
twenty-six, all which conventual churches, and 
some others since that time founded, are now sup- 
pressed and gone, except the cathedral church of 
St. Paul in London, and the college of St Peter at 
Westminster ; of all which parish churches, though 
1 have spoken, yet for more ease to the reader I 
will here again set them down in manner of a table, 
not by order of alphabet, but as they be placed m 
the wards and suburbs. 

PARISH CHURCHES. 

In Portsoken ward, parish churches, three. 

The hospital of St. Katherinc lenreth tor that 
lil^erty. 

Trinity, in the Minories, for precinct thereof. 

St. Bottolphe, by Aldegate, the only parish- 
church for that want. 

2. In Tower street ward, foar. 

In the Tower, St. Peter, for the inhabitants there. 
Alhallowea Barking, by the Tower. 
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St. Olave, in Hart street. 
St. Dunstone in the East. 

3. In Aldgate ward, three. 

St. Katheren Christ's church. 
SL Andrewes Undershafte. 
St Katheren Colman church. 

4. In Lime street ward none. There was St. 
Mary at the Axe, and St. Augustine in the 
Wall, hoth suppressed and united, the one 
to Alhallowes in the Wall in Drode street 
ward, the other to St. Andrewe Undershaft 
in Lime street ward. 

5. In Btshopsgate ward, three. 

St. Bottolphes, without Bishopsgate. 

St. Ethelhurgc, within the gate. 

St. Helens', adjoining the nuns' priory. 

6. In Brode street ward, six. 

Alhallowes by the Wall. 

St. Peter's the Poor. 

St. Martin's Oteswitche. 

St. Benet Fynke. 

St. Bartilmew, by the Exchange. 

St. Christopher, by the Stocks' market. 

7. In Comhill ward, two. 

St. Peter, upon Comehill. 
St. Michaell, upon Comehill. 

8. In Langbome ward, seven. 

St. Gabriel Fenchurch. 
St. Dyones Backchurch. 
Alhallowes, in Lombard street. 
St. Edmond, in Lombard street. 
Alhallowes Staning, at Mart lane end. 
St. Nicholas Aeon, in Lombard street. 
St. Mary Wolnoth, in Lombard street. 

9. In Billingsgate ward, fiye. 

St. Buttolph, by Billingsgate. 

St. Mary, on the hill. 

St. Margaret Pattens. 

St. Andrew Hubert, in E^tcheape. 

St. George, in Buttolph lane. 

10. In Bridge ward within, four. 

St. Magnus, at the bridge foot. 

St. Margaret, Bridge street. 

St. Leonard Milkchurch, Fish street hill. 

St. Benet Grasse church. 

11. In Candle wike street ward, five. 

St. Clement's, Eastcheape. 

St, Mary Abchurch. 

St. Michael, in Crooked lane, sometime a college. 

St. Martin's Orgars. 

St. Laurence Pountney, sometime a college. 

12. In Walbrooke ward, five. 
St. Swithen, by London stone. 
St Mary Woolchurch. 

St. Stephen, by Walbrooke. 
St. John, upon Walbrooke. 
St Mary Bothaw. 

13. In Downegate ward, two. 

Alhallowes, Hay wharf, in the Roperie. 
Alhallowes the Less, in the Roperie. 



14. In the Vintry ward, four. 

St. Michael Paternoster, in the Royall, some- 
time a college. 

St Thomas Apostles. 

St Martin, in the Vintrie. 

St James, in Garlicke hith. 

15. In Cordwainer street ward, three. 

St Anthonies, in Budge row. 
Aide Mary church, new Mary church, or Mary 
le Bow. 

16. In Cheap ward, seven, and a chapel. 

St. Benet Sorhoge, or Syth. 

St. Pancreate, by Sopar's lane. 

St Mildred, in the Poultrie. 

St Mary Colchurch. 

St. Martin's Pomerie, in Ironmonger lane. 

Alhallowes, Honie lane. 

St. Laurence, in the Jury. 

The Chapel in Guildhall, sometime a college. 

17. In Coleman street ward, three. 

St. Olave Upwell, in the Old Jurie. 
St. Margaret, in Lothburie. 
St Stephen, in Coleman street. 

18. In Bassings hall ward, one. 
St Michael, at Bassings hall. 

19. In Cripplegate ward, six. 

St Mary Aldermanburie. 

St. Al phage, sometime an hospital of EUting. 

St. Mary Magdalen, in Milk street 

St. Albon's, in Wood street 

St. Michael, in Hugen lane. 

St Giles, without Cripplesgate. 

20. In Aldersgate ward, six. 

St John Zachary. 

St. Mary Staning. 

St Olave, in Silver street 

St. Leonard, in Foster lane. 

St. Anne, by Aldersgate. 

St. Buttolph, without Aldgate. 

21. In Faringdon ward within, the cathedral 
church of StPaule, and parish churches 
nine. 

St Peter's, at the Cross in Cheape. 

St. Fauster, in Fauster lane. 

Christ church, made a parish church of the Gray 
Friers church, and of two parish churches, St. 
Nicholas and St. Ewin, and also an hospital for 
poor children. 

St Mathew, in Fryday street 

St. Augustine, by Paules gate. 

St. Faith, under Paules church. 

St. Martin's, at Ludgate. 

St Anne, at the Blacke Friers. 

St. Michael at Come, by Paules. 

Chapel of St James, by Cripplesgate. 

22. In Bread street ward, four. 

Alhallowes, in Bread street 

St. Mildred's, in Bread street 

St. John Evangelist, in Fryday street 

St. Margaret Moses, in Fryday street. 
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23. In Qaeene hithe ward, seven. 
St TriniUe, in Trinity Une. 
St. Nicholas, Cold abbey. 
St Nicholas, Olave. 
St. Mary Mounthaunt 
St Michael, at Queene hithe. 
St Mary, at Sommers hithe. 
St Peter's, at Paules wharf. 

In Castle Baynard's ward, four. 

St Benet Hude, or hith, by Paules wharf. 
St Andrewe, by the Wardrobe. 
St Mary Magdalen, in Old Fish street 
St Gregorie, by Paules church. 

25. In Faringdon ward without, seven. 

St Sepulcher's, without Newgate. 

St Andrew, in Oldbume. 

St. Dunstone in the West 

St Bartlemew, by the priory. 

St Bartlemew, the hospital. 

St Briget, or Brides, in Fleet street 

St Pamell, in the Temple, for the students there. 

26. In the borough of Southwarke, and Bridge 
ward without, four. 



St Saviour's in Southwarke, madel 
of twain, viz., St Mary Magdalen, I 
and St Margaret I 



St George the Martyr. 
St Thomas, the hospital. 
St Olave, in Southwarke. 



Diocese 

of 

Winchester. 



TIm8 have ye in the twenty-six wards of London 
and borough of Southwarke parish churches to the 
number of one hundred and fourteen. 

And in the suburbs adjoining, parish churches 
nine, as followeth : — 

St Mary Magdalen, at Bermondsey, in the bo- 
rough of Southwarke, diocese of Winton. 
St Mary Matfellon, Whitechapel 
St Leonard, Shorditch. 
St John Baptist, Clearken well. 
St Giles in the Field, sometime an hospitaL 

In the duchy of Lancaster : 
St Clement Danes, without Temple bar. 
St John Baptist, Savoy, an hospital. 

In the city of Westminster, that liberty, as 
followeth : 
The college of St Peter, called Westminster. 

Parish churches twain : 
St Margaret, a parish church, by Westminster. 
St Maitin in the Field, by Charing cross. 

Thus have ye in the wards of London, and in the 
suburbs of the same city, the borough of South- 
warke, and the city of Westminster, a cathedral 
church of St Paule, a collegiate church of St. Peter 
in Westminster, and parish churches one hundred 
and twenty-three. 

HOSPITALS IN THIS CITT, AND SUBURBS THEREOF, 
THAT HAVE BEEN OF OLD TIME, AND NOW PRE- 
8ENTLT ARE, I READ OF THESE AS FOLLOWETH : 

Hospital of St Mary, in the parish of Barking 
diurdi, tbat was provided for poor priests and 
others, men and women in the city of London, that 
were &llen into frenzy or loss of their memory. 



until such tune as they should recover, was since 
suppressed and given to the hospital of St Kathe- 
rine, by the Tower. 

St Anthonies, an hospital of thirteen poor men, 
and college, with a free school for poor men's chil- 
dren, founded by citizens of London, lately by John 
Tate, first a brewer and then a mercer, in the ward 
of Broad street, suppressed in the reign of Edward 
VI., the school in some sort remaining, but sore 
decayed. 

St. Bartlemew, in Smithfield, an hospital of great 
receipt and relief for the poor, was suppressed by 
Henry VIII., and again by him given to the city, 
and is endowed by the citizens* benevolence. 

St Giles in the Fields was an hospital for leprous 
people out of the city of London and shire of Mid- 
dlesex, founded by Matilde the queen, wife to 
Henry I., and suppressed by King Henry VIII. 

St. John of Jerusalem, by West Smithfield, an 
hospital of the Knights of die Rhodes, for main- 
tenance of soldiers against the Turks and infidels, 
was suppressed by King Henry VIII. 

St James in the Field was an hospital for lep- 
rous virgins of the city of London, founded by citi- 
zens for that purpose, and suppressed by King 
Henry VIIL 

St John, at Savoy, an hospital for relief of one 
hundred poor people, founded by Henry VII., sup- 
pressed by Edward VI. : again new founded, en- * 
dowed, and furnished by Queen Mary, and so re- 
maineth. 

St Katherine, by the Tower of London, an hos- 
pital, with a master, brethren, and sisters, and 
alms women, founded by MatUde, wife to King 
Stephen ; not suppressed, but in force as before. 

St. Mary withm Criplesgate, an hospital founded 
by William Elsing, for a hundred blind people of 
the city, was suppressed by King Henry VIII. 

St Mary Bethelem, without Bi8hopsgate,was an 
hospital, founded by Simon Fitzmary, a citizen uf 
London, to have been a priory, and remaineth for 
lunatic people, being suppressed and given to 
Christ's hospital. 

St Mary, without Bishopsgate, was an hospital 
and priory, called St Mair Spittle, founded by a 
citizen of London for reUef of the poor, with pro- 
vision of one hundred and eighty beds there for 
the poor : it was suppressed in the reign of King 
Henry VIIL 

St Mary Rouncevall, by Charing cross, was an 
hospital suppressed with Uie priories aliens in the 
reign of King Henry V. ; then was it made a bro- 
therhood in the 15th of Edward IV., and again 
suppressed by King Edward VI. 

St Thomas of Acres, in Cheape, was an hospital 
for a master and brethren (in the record called 
Militia) ; it was surrendered and sold to the mer- 
cers. 

St Thomas, in Southwarke, being an hospital of 
great receipt for the poor, was suppressed, but 
again newly founded and endowed by the benevo- 
lence and charity of the citizens of London. 

An hospital there was without Aldersgate, a cell 
to the house of Cluny, of the French order, sup- 
pressed by King Henry V. 

An hospital without Criplesgate, also a like cell 
to the said house of Cluny, suppressed by King 
Henry V. 

A third hospital in Oldbomo, being also a cell to 
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the said house of Cluny, suppressed by King 
Henry V. 

The hospitiU, or akns-house, called God^s house, 
for thirteen poor men, with a college, called Whit- 
tington college, founded by Richard Whittington, 
mercer, and suppresded ; but the poor remain, and 
are paid their allowance by the mercers. 

Christ's hospital, in Newgate market, of a new 
foundation in the Grey Friers church by King 
Henr>- VIII. : poor fatherless children be there 
brought up and nourished at the charges of the 
citizens. 

Bridewell, now an hospital (or house of correc- 
tion), founded by King Edward VI., to be a work- 
house for the poor and idle persons of the city, 
wherein a great number of vagrant persons be now 
set a-work, and relieved at the charges of the citi- 
zens. Of all these hospitals, being twenty in num- 
ber, you may read before in their several places, as 
also of good and charitable provisions made for 
the poor by sundry well-disposed citizens. 

NOW OP LEPBOSB PEOPLE, AND LAZAR HOITSES. 

It is to observed that leprous persons were always, 
for avoiding the danger of infection, to be sepa- 
rated from the sound, &c. ; God himself command- 
ing to put out of the host every leper *. Where- 
upon I read, that in a provincial s^nod holden at 
Westminster by Hubert, archbishop of Canterbury', 
in the year of Christ 1200, the 2nd of King John, 
it was decreed, according to the institution of the 
Lateran council, that when so many leprous peo- 
ple f were assembled, that might be able to build 
a church, with a churchyard, for themselves, and 
to have one especial priest of their own, that they 
should be permitted to have the same without con- 
tradiction, so they be not injurious to the old 
churches, by that which was granted to them for 
pity's sake. And further, it was decreed that they 
be not compelled to give any tithes of their gar- 
dens or increase of cattle. 

I have moreover heard, that there is a writ in 
our law, de leprow amavendo ; and I have read that 
King Edward III., in the 20th year of his reign, 

fave commandment to the mayor and sheriffs of 
<ondon, to make proclamation in every ward of 
the city and suburbs, that all leprous persons in- 
habiting there should avoid within i^teen days 
next, and that no man suffer any such leprous per- 
son to abide within his house, upon pain to forfeit 

* " Leviticas 13. Numbers 5. Leprose persona to be se- 
parated firom the sound." — Stow. 

t Thoagh the term leprosy was ased indiscriminately by 
the older writers for all sorts of cutaneous disorders, It is 
more properly applied to a distressing and peculiar disease, 
which, according to some writers, was introduced into Europe 
at the time of the crusades, but disappeared at the end of the 
fifteenth century. From the period mentioned it attracted 
the attention of law-givers, and stimulated the charity of the 
benevolent; but such was the loathsomeness and disgust 
which it excited, that many of the ordinances enacted for 
the government of its victims are cruel in the extreme. In 
Marcbangy's TrUtram U Voyageur, tome i. pp. 94 and 350, 
are some curious illustrations of the nature of these enact- 
ments, while the subject is considered both in a medical and 
historical point of view in a work which we have unfortu- 
nately not hten enabled to procure a sight of— Hensler's 
Vom AbtndlandiMcken Au$$atxe in Mitlelalter ; Hamburgh, 
1790. 



his said house, and to incur the king's farther dis- 
pleasure ; and that they should eanse the said 
lepers to be removed into some out plaees of the 
fields, from the haont or company of sound people : 
whereupon certain Uzar-houaes, as may be sup- 
posed, were then built without Uie city some good 
distance ; to wit, the Locke withoat Sonthwarke in 
Kent street ; one other betwixt the Miles end and 
Stratford, Bow ; one other at Kingsland, betwixt 
Shoreditch and Stoke Newington ; and another at 
Knightes bridge, west from Charing crooik These 
four I have noted to be erected for the receipt of 
leprous people sent out of tlie dty. At that time, 
also, the citizens required of the gnardlan of St. 
Giles' hospital to take from them, and to keep con- 
tinually, the number of fourteen persons leprous, 
according to the foimdation of Matilde the queen, 
which was for leprous persons of the dty of Lon- 
don and the shire of Middlesex, which was granted. 
More, the wardens, or keepers of the ports, gates, 
or posterns of this city, were sworn in the mayor's 
court before the recorder, &c., that they should 
well and faithfully keep the same ports and pos- 
terns, and not to suffer any leprous person to enter 
the said city. 

John Gu^ener, porter of the postern by the 
Tower, his oath before the mayor and recorder of 
London, on Monday, after the feast of St. Bartle- 
mew, the 49th of Edward III. : That the gates 
and postern be well and faithfully kept in his office 
and baylywicke, and that he should not snlTer any 
lepers or leper to enter the city, or to remain in 
the suburbs ; and if any leper or lepers force 
themselves to enter by his gates or postern, he to 
bind them fast to horses, and send them to be 
examined of the superiors, &c 

Finally, I read that one William Pole, yeoman 
of the crown to King Edward IV., being stricken 
with a leprosy, was also desirous to build an hos- 
pital, with a chapel, to the honour of God and St. 
Anthony, for the relief and harbouring of such 
leprous persons as were destitute in the kingdom, 
to the end they should not be offensive to other in 
their passing to and fro : for the which cause Ed- 
ward IV. did by his charter, dated the 12th of his 
reign, give imto the said William for ever a certain 
parcel of his land lying in hb highway of Highgate 
and Haloway, within me county of Middlesex, con- 
taining sixty feet in length and thirty-fomr in 
breadth. 

THE TEMPORAL OOVERNMBNT OP THIS CITT, SOMS- 
WHAT IN BRIEF MANNER. 

This city of London, being under the government 
of the Britons, Romans, and Saxons, the most an- 
cient and famous city of the whole realm, was at 
length destroyed by the Danes, and left desolate, 
as may appear by our histories. But Aelfred, king 
of the West Saxons, having brought this whole 
realm f from many parts) into one monarchy, ho- 
nourably repaired this city, and made it again ha- 
bitable, and then committed the custody thereof to 
his son-in-law Adhered, earl of Mercia ; after 
whose decease the city, with all other possessions 
pertaining to the said earl, returned to King Ed- 
ward, sumamed the Elder, &c. : and so remained 
in the king's hands, being governed under him by 
portgravcs (or portreves), which name is com- 
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pounded of the two Saim wordfl, jHirir. anil jien/e, 
<r rrn. Parle * betokenulh ■ Iowd, sad gere& sig- 
nifielh k ftuudiui, ruler, or keeper uf the town. 

These Eoveraora of old time {™th Hobert F»- 
biui}, with tho lUH-B ini] cualuinji tlien used within 
this city, were regisieriMl hi a book called tlie 
Uooma' day, written in the Sanoti totigue ; but of 
rr dajB, when the said laws and cualoms were 
chan^d, and for that aim the naid book was of a 
small hand, sore deraced, aud hard to be read or 
undenluod, it was Itss set by, ho that it was em- 
bexzled and lost. Thui far Fabian. 

Notwithetaading, I have found, by search of 
dirers old registara aud other records almiad, 
aamel}', in a buok Bometime appertaining to the 
monaatery of St. Alban'a, of the {>on^TaveB, and 
iitber ^vemurs of this city, as followcih : 

Firm, that in the remn of King Edward, the lajtt 
before the Conquest, Wolfcgare was portgnive, as 
may appear by the charter of the name king, in 
'' I words: "Edward, iing, greelelh Alfward, 
ip, aud WoUegare, my portgravo, and all the 
LBisi in LoDdon." And ntlcrward that, in 
lier eharter, " King Edward ([rectcth Wil- 
liam, Iriibop, and SweeUnan, my portgrave." And 
afttr, that in another charter to tlie abbey of 
Chortaey, to William, bishop, and LenFsUuie and 
Alsy, pintgraTes. In the reign of William the 
Ouqaeror, William, bishop of London, proctiri'd of 
the said Conqneror his charter of liberties, to tlie 
•ame William, bishop, and Godfrey, porlgraTu, id 
Saxon tongue, and eorrecled in English thus : 

" Williaui, ting, greet William, bishop, and God- 
frey, porlgraie, and all Iho burgeses within Lon- 
don, French and English. And I grsimt that Ilicy 
be all their law worth, lliat they were in Edn-ard's 
) tLe king. Aud I will that each child bee his 
r's heire. And I will not aufTer that any man 
do you wrong, and God you keepe." And then in 
the reign of the sajd Coniiucror and of William 
Rufus, Godfrey de Mi^uvile was porlgnivc (or 
aheriff}, as may appear by their charters, and Ri- 
chaH de Par was provost. 

In the reign of King Henry I., Hugh Buebe was 

* P"ri, li truiaUlfd nfgr In Boivarth'i AngioSa^n 
DUUBiiaif. on llie iulhorltj it Xlfric'i Orammitr. But Itae 
ben QlutrattDa ol Uili pHugi in SIDW wOl lie found In the 
CUaui; vbicb Ur, Tharpe hu Appended to tbe anvnd ro- 
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porlgnive, and Leofstanus, goldsmith, provost, 
ried at Bermundsey. 

After ihem Aubrey de Vcrc was poMgrave. and 
Robert Bar Quere! provost. This Aubrey deVere 
was slain in the reign of King Stephen. It is to be 
noted, also, that King Henry I. gnuiied to the eill- 
aena of London the Hhrivewick thereof, and of Mid- 
dlesei, as in another place is showed. 

In the reign of King Stephen, Gilbert Bechet 
was portgravi', and Andrew Buchevet provost. 

After him, Godfrey Mognavile, the eon of Wil- 
liam, the Don of Godfrey Magnavile, by the gift of 
Maude, the empress, was portgrave, or "heriff of 
London and Middlee(>i,fur the yearly farm of three 
hundred pounds, an appesreth by the charter. 

In the time of King Henry II., Peter FiUwaller 
was portgrave ; after him John Flliuigel was port- 
grave ; after him Emulfua Bucliel became port- 
grave ; and after him William Fitu Isabel. These 
porlgraves are also in divers records called vi 
connties, vicounlies, or sheriffs *, as being undof 
earl ; for that Ihey then, as since, used that ufBco 
as the sheriffs of London do till this day. S< 
authors do call them domesmen, aldermen, or judiies 
of the king's court. 

William Fiti Stephen, noting Iho estate of Uiis 
city, and garemment thereof in his time, under the 
reigu of King Stephen and of Henry II., lukth 
these words ; 

" This city {s^th he), evim as Rome, is divided 
mlu wards ; it hath yearly sheriffs instead of con- 
suls 1 it bath the dignity of senalotB and aldermen ; 
it hath under ofiicers, and, according to the quality 
of laws, it bath several courts and general assem- 
blies upon appointed daj-s." Thus much for (be 
antiquity of sheriffs, and also of aldermen, in se- 
vcnd wards of this city, may suffice. And now for 
the name of bailiffs, and after that of mayors, aa 
followeth : 

In the Hist year of King Richard I., the cid;:ena 
of London obtained to be governed by two buliffs, 
which bailiffs are in divers ancient deeds called 
sheriffs, according to the speech of the law, wh 
called the shire Balliva, lor that they, like aa 
portgraves, used the same office of shrivewicke, 
the which the city paid to tee farm three hundred 
poundayearly aa before, since tlic reign of Henry I., 
nhieh also is yet paid by the city into the Exche- 
quer until this day. 

They also obtained to have a mayor, to be their 
principal governor and lieutenant of the city, a 
the king's chamber. 

URO. The names of the first bailiffs, or offic 
entering into their olfico at tho least of Si. Michael 
the Archangel, in the year of Christ 1189, i 
named Henry Comhjll and Richard Reynere, 
hffs or sheriffs. 

Their first mayor was Henry Fitz Alwin Filz 
Liefstanc, goldsmith, appointed by the said Iiing, 
and continued mayor from the 1st of Richard I, 
until the 15th of King Johuj which waa twenly-fom 
yearn and more. 

1190. The 2nd ot Richard I., aheriffs, John 
Herhon, Roger Duke ; mayor, Henry Fit! Alwin. 

• "Slnre called ■hIriltFi, nnd JudgKnf Ihc EiaR'i raurt, 
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1191. The 3rd, eheriffs, WUliam HaTerill, John 
Bucknote ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1192. The 4th, Nicholas Doke, Peter Newlay ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1193. The 5th, Roger Duke, Richard Fitz Alwin; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1194. The 6th, William Fitz Isahel, William 
Fitz Arnold ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1 195. The 7th, Robert Besaunt, John de Josue ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1196. The 8th, Gerard de Anteloche, Robert 
Dnrant ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1197. The 9th, Roger Blunt, Nicholas Ducket ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1198. The 10th, Constantine Fitz Arnold, Ri- 
chard de Beaco ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

King John began his reign the 6th of April, 
1199. 

1199. The Ist of King John, sheriffs, Arnold 
Fitz Arnold, Richard Fitz Bartilmew ; mayor, 
Henry Fitz Alwin. 

King John granted the sheriffwicke of London 
and Afiddlesex to the citizens thereof, as King 
Henry I. before had done, for the sura of three 
hundred pounds yearly. Also he gave them autho- 
rity to choose and deprive their sheriffs at their 
pleasure. 

1200. The 2nd, sheriffs, Roger Dorsit, James 
Bartilmew ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1201. The 3rd, Walter Fitz Alia, Simon de Al- 
dermanbury ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1202. The 4th, Norman Blundel, John de Glie ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1203. The 5th, Walter Browne, William Cham- 
berlain ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

Walter Brune, and Rose his wife, founded the 
hospital of St Mary without Bishopsgate, com- 
monly called St. Mary Spittle. 

1204. The 6th, Thomas HavereI,Hamond Brond ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1205. The 7th, John Walgrave, Richard Win- 
chester ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1206. The 8th, John Holland, Edmond Fitz 
Gerard ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1207. The 9th, Roger Winchester, Edmond 
Hardle ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1208. The 10th, Peter Duke, Thomas Nele ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

The king, by his letters patents, granted to the 
citizens of London liberty and authority yearly to 
choose to themselves a mayor. 

1209. The 11th, Peter le Josue, William Blund ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1210. The 12th, Adam Whitley, Stephen le 
Grace ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

121 1. The 13th, John Fitz Peter, John Garland ; 
mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

1212. The 14th, Randolph Giland, Constantine 
Josue ; mayor, Henry Fitz Alwin. 

This Henry Fitz Alwin deceased, and was buried 
in the priory of the Holy Trinity, near unto Aid- 
gate. 

1213. The 15th, Martin Fitz Alis, Peter Bate ; 
mayor, Roger Fitz Alwin. 

This year the ditch about London was begun to 
be made, of two hondred and four feet brcnd, by 
the Londoners. 



1214. The 16th, Salomon Basing, Hugh Basing ; 
mayor, Serle Mercer. 

1215. The 17th, John Travars, Andrew New- 
land ; mayor, William Hardel. 

King Henry III. began his reign the 19th of 
October, 1216. 

1216. The 1st, sheriffs, Benet Senturer, William 
Bluntinars ; mayor, James Alderman for part, and 
Salomon Basing for part. 

1217. The 2nd, Thomas Bokerel, Ralph Eiland ; 
mayor, Serle Mercer. 

1213. The 3rd, John Yiel, John le Spicer ; 
mayor, Serle Mercer. 

The forest of Middlesex and the warren of Staines 
were this year disafforested. 

1219. The 4th, Richard Wimbledon, John Viel ; 
mayor, Serle Mercer. 

1220. The 5th, Richard Renger, John Viel ; 
mayor, Serle Mercer. 

1221. The 6th, Richard Renger, Thomas Lam- 
bart ; mayor, Serle Mercer. 

1222. The 7th, Richard Renger, Thomas Lam- 
hart ; mayor, Serle Mercer. 

Constantino Fitz Aluf raised great troubles in 
this city, and was hanged with his nephew and 
other. 

1223. The 8th, John Travars, Andrew Bokerel ; 
mayor, Richard Renger. 

1224. The 9th, John Travars, Andrew Bokerel ; 
mayor, Richard Renger. 

The king granted to the commonalty of London 
to have a common seal. 

1225. The 10th, Roger Duke, Martm Fitz Wil- 
liam ; mayor, Richard Kenger. 

1226. The 11th, Roger Duke, Martin Fitz Wil- 
liam ; mayor, Richard Renger. 

This year the king confirmed to the citizens of 
London free warren or liberty to hunt a certain 
circuit about the city, in the warren of Staines, &c. 
And, also, that the citizens of London should pass 
toll-free Uiroughout all England, and that the ked- 
dles, or wears, in the river of Thames and Med- 
way should be plucked up and destroyed for ever, 
&c. Patent, 16th Henry III. 

1227. The 12th, Stephen Bokerel, Henry Cech-' 
am ; mayor, Roger Duke. 

The liberties and franchises of London were ra- 
tified ; and the king granted that either sheriff 
should have two clerks and two sergeants, also that 
the citizens should have a common seal. 

1228. The 13th, Stephen Bokerell, Heniy Coch- 
am ; mayor, Roger Duke. 

1229. The 14th, William Winchester, Robert 
Fitz John ; mayor, Roger Duke. 

1230. The Idth, Richard Walter, John de Wo- 
bome ; mayor, Roger Duke. 

1231. The 16th, Michael S. Helan, Walter de 
Bussell ; mayor, Andrew Bokerel, pepperer. 

1232. The 17th, Henry de Edmonton, Gerard 
Bat ; mayor, Andrew Bokerel, pepperer. 

1233. The 18th, Simon Fitzmary, Roger Blunt ; 
mayor, Andrew Bokerel, pepperer. 

1234. The 19th, Raph Ashwye, John Norman ; 
mayor, Andrew Bokerel, pepperer. 

1235. The 20th, Gerard Bat, Richard Hardle; 
mayor, Andrew Bokerel, pepperer. 

1236. The 21st, Henry Cocham, Jordan of 
Coventrie ; mayor, Andrew Bokerel, pepperer. 



Temporal government. 
Chronological list of sheriilk 
and mayor*. 



OF LONDON. 



Temporal government. 
Chronological liat of shorifla 
and mayors. 



187 



1237. The 22nd, John Toloson, Gervais the 
cordwainer ; mayor, Andrew Bokerel, pepperer. 

1238. The 23rd, John Codras, John Withal; 
mayor, Richard Renger. 

1239. The 24th, Roger Bongey, Raph Ashwye ; 
mayor, William Joyner. 

This William Joyner, bnilded the choir of the 
Grey Friers church in London, and became a lay 
brother of that house. 

1240. The 25th, John Gisors, Michael Tony; 
mayor, Grerard Bat. 

This year aldermen of London were chosen, and 
changed yearly, but that order lasted not long. 
Gerard Bat was again elected mayor for that year 
to come, but the king would not admit him, being 
charged with taking money of the victuallers in the 
precedent year. 

124L The 26th, Thomas Duresme, John Viel 
mayor, Reginald Bongey. 

1242. The 27th, John Fitzjohn, Raph Ashwye 
mayor, R^inald Bongey. 

1243. The 28th, Hugh Blunt, Adam Basing 
mayor, Raph Ashwye. 

1244. The 29th, Raph Foster, Nicholas Bat 
majTor, Michael Tony. 

1245. The 30th, Robert of Comehil, Adam of 
Boitley ; mayor, John Gisors, pepperer. 

1246. The 31st, Simon Fitz Mary, Laurence 
Frowicke ; mayor, John Gisors, pepperer. 

Simon Fitz Maiy founded the hospital of Mary, 
called Bethlem without Bishopsgate. Queene hith 
let to farm to the citizens of London. 

1247. The 32nd, John Viel, Nicholas Bat; 
mayor, Peter Fitz Alwin. 

1248. The 33rd, Nicholas Fitz Josey, Geffrey 
Winchester ; mayor, Michael Tony. 

1249. The 34th, Richard HardeU, John Thola- 
son ; mayor, Roger Fitz Roger. 

1250. The 35th, Humfrey Bat, William Fitz 
Richard ; mayor, John Norman. . 

The king granted that the mayor should be 
presented to the barons of the exchequer, and they 
should admit him. 

1251. The 36th, Laurence Frowike, Nichoks 
Bat ; mayor, Adam Basing. 

1252. The 37th, William Durham, Thomas 
Wimbome ; mayor, John Tolason, draper. 

The liberties of this city were seized, the 
mayor charged that he looked not to the assise of 
hretA, 

1253. The 38th, John Northampton, Richard 
Pickard ; mayor, Richard Hardell, draper. 

1254. The 30th, Raph Ashwie, Robert of Lunon ; 
mayor, Richard Hardell, draper. 

1255. The 40th, Stephen Doo, Henry Walmond ; 
mayor, Richard Handle, draper. 

The mayor, divers aldermen, and the sheriffs of 
London, were deprived, and others placed in their 
rooms. 

1256. The 41 st, Michael Bockeril, John the 
Minor ; mayor, Richard Hardle, draper. 

1257. The 42nd, Richard Owel, William Ashwie; 
mayor, Richard Hardle, draper. 

The king caused the walls of this city to be re- 
paired and made with bulwarks. 

1258. The 43rd, Robert Comhill, John Adrian ; 
mayor, Richard Hardle, draper. 

1259. The 44th, John Adrian, Robert Comhill ; 
John Gisors, pepperer. 



1260. The 45th, Adam Browning, Henry (Coven- 
try ; mayor, William Fitz Richard. 

1261. The 46th, John Northampton, Richard 
Picard ; mayor, William Fitz Richard. 

1262. The 47th, John Tailor, Richard Wal- 
brooke ; mayor, Thomas Fitz Richard. 

1263. The 48th, Robert de Mountpilier, Osbert 
de Suffolke ; mayor, Thomas Fitz Thomas Fitz 
Richard. 

The citizens of London fortified the city with 
iron chains drawn thwart their streets. 

1564. The 49th, Gregory Rokesly, Thomas de 
Deford ; mayor, Thomas Fitz Thomas Fitz Ri- 
chard. 

1265. The 50th, Edward Blund, Peter Angar ; 
mayor, Thomas Fitz Thomas Fitz Richard. 

The chains and posts in London were plucked 
up, the mayor and principal citizens committed to 
ward, and Othon, constable of the tower, was made 
custos of the city, &c. 

1266. The 51st, John Hind, John Wahraven ; 
mayor, William Richards. 

The earl of Gloucester entered the city with an 
army, and therein builded bulwarks, cast trenches, 
&c. 

1267. The 52nd, John Adrian, Lucas de Baten- 
court ; mayor, Alen de la Souch. Thb Alen de la 
Souch, being a baron of this realm, and also chief 

i'ustice, was in the year 1270 slain in Westminster 
lall by John Warren earl of Surrey. 

Thomas Fitz Theobald and Agnes his wife, 
founded the hospital of St Thomas of Aeon in 
Westcheap. 

1268. The 53rd, Walter Harvy, William Du- 
resm, Thomas Wimbom ; mayor, Sir Stephen 
Edward. 

A variance fell in London between the gold- 
smiths and the tailors, wherethrough many men 
were slain. 

1269. The 54th, Thomas Basmg, Robert Ck>m- 
hill ; custos, Hugh Fitz Ottonis, eustoe of London, 
and constable of the tower *. 

1279. The 55th, Walter Potter, Philip Tailor ; 
mayor, John Adriui, vintner. 

1271. The 56th, Gregory Rocksley, Henry 
Waleys ; mayor, John Adnan, vintner. 

The steple of Bow church in Cheap fell down, 
and slew many people. 

1272. The 57th, Richard Paris, John de Wode- 
ley ; mayor. Sir Walter Harvy ; custos, Heniy 
Frowike, pepperer, for part of that year. 

Edward I. began his reign the 16th of Novem- 
ber, 1272. 

1273. The first sheriffs, John Home, Walter 
Potter ; mayor, Sir Walter Harvy, knight. 

1274. The 2nd, Nicholas Winchester, Henry 
Coventry ; mayor, Henry Walles. 

1275. The 3rd, Lucas Batecorte, Henry Frowike ; 
mayor, Gregory Rocksley : chief say-master of all 
the king's mints throughout England, and keeper 
of the kmg's exchange at London. 

1276. The 4th, John Horn, Raph Blunt ; mayor, 
Gregory Rocksley. 

1 277. The 5th, Robert de Arar, Raph L. Fewre ; 
mayor, Gregory Rocksley. 

* The first edition hat " mayor Hugh FSti Thomas," and 
does not make mention of " FiU Ottonis." 
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1278. The 6th, John Admn, Walter Langley ; 
mayor, Gregory Rocksley. 

1279. The 7th, Robert Basing, William Man- 
liver ; mayor, Gregory Rocksley. 

1280. The 8th, Thomas Fox, Raph Delamere ; 
mayor, Gregory Rocksley. 

1281. The 9th, WiUiam Farindon, Nicholas 
Winchester ; mayor, Gregory Rocksley. 

This William Farindon, goldsmith, one of the 
sheriffs, was father to Nicholas Farindon : of these 
two, Farindon ward took that name. 

1282. The 10th, WiUiam Maraliver, Richard 
Chigwel ; mayor, Henry Walleis. 

This Henry Walleis builded the tun upon Com- 
hill to be a prison, and the stocks to be a market 
house. 

1283. The 11th, Raph Blund, Anketrin de 
Betanil ; mayor, Henry Walleis. 

1284. The 12th, Jordain Goodcheape, Martm 
Box : mayor, Henry Walleis. 

Laurence Ducket, goldsmith, murdered in Bow 
church, and the murderers hanged. 

1285. The 13th, Stephen Comhill, Robert 
Rocksley ; mayor, Gregory Rocksley ; custos, Raph 
Sandwitch, and John Briton. 

It was ordained, that millers should have but 
one halfpenny for a quarter of wheat grinding, 
and the great water conduit in Cheap was begun 
to be made. 

1286. The 14th, Walter Blunt, John Wade, 
custos, Raph Sandwitch. 

Wheat was sold at London for sixteen-pence, 
and for twelve-pence the quarter. 

1287. The 15th, Thomas Cros, Walter Haw- 
toune ; custos, Raph Sandwitch. 

1288. The 16th, William Hereford, Thomas 
Stanes ; custos, Raph Sandwitch. 

1289. The 17th, William Betam, John Canter- 
bury ; custos, Raph Sandwitch, Raph Bamauars, 
and Sir John Britaine. 

This year a subsidy was granted, for the repara- 
tions of London bridge. 

1290. The 18th, Falke S. Edmond, SaUunon Le 
Sotel ; custos, Sir John Briton, knisht 

1291. The 19th, Thomas Remain, William de 
Lier ; custos, Sir John Briton, knight, Raph Sand- 
witch. 

1202. The 20th, Raph Blunt, Hamo. Box ; cus- 
tos, Raph Sandwitch. 

1293. The 21st, Henry Bole, Eliaa Ruasel ; cus- 
tos, Raph Sandwitch. 

Three men had their right hands cut off at 
the Standard in Cheape, for rescuing of a prisoner, 
arrested by a sergeant of London. 

1294. The 22ud, Robert Rokesley the younger, 
Martin Amersbery ; custos. Sir Raph Sandwitcn. 

1295. The 23rd, Heifry Box, Richard Glou- 
cester ; custos. Sir Raph Sandwitch. 

1296. The 24th, John Dunstable, Adam de 
Halingbery ; custos. Sir John Briton. 

This year all the liberties of the city were restored, 
the mayoralty excepted. 

1297. The 25th, Thomas of Suffolke, Adam of 
Fulham ; custos, Sir John Briton. 

1298. The 26th, Richard Reaham, Thomas 
Sely ; mayor, Henry Walleis. 

Certain citizens of London brake up the tun 
upon Comhill, and took out prisoners, for the wliich 
they were grievously punished. 



1299. The 27th, John Amenter, Henry Fingene ; 
mayor, Elias Russel. 

1300. The 28th, Lucas de Havering, Richard 
Champs ; mayor, Elias Russel. 

1301. The 29th, Robert Callor, Peter de Bo- 
senho ; mayor. Sir John Blunt, kn^ht 

1302. The 30th, Hugh Pourt, Simon Paris ; 
mayor. Sir John Blunt. 

1303. The 3l8t, William Combmartin, John 
Buckford ; custos. Sir John Blunt. 

1304. The 32nd, Roger Paris, John de Lincolne ; 
custos, Sir John Blunt. 

Geffrey Hertilepole Alderman was elected to be 
recorder of London, and took his oath, and was 
appointed to wear his apparel as an alderman. 

1305. The 33rd, William Cosine, Reginald Thun- 
derley ; custos. Sir John Blunt. 

1306. The 34th, Geffrey Cundute, Simon Bilet ; 
custos, Sir John Blunt 

Seacoal was forbid to be burned in London, 
Southwark, &c. 

Edward II. began his reign 7th of July, the 
year of Christ, 1307. 

1307. The 1st, sheriffs, Nicholas Pigot, Nigellus 
Drury ; mayor. Sir John Blunt 

1308. The 2nd, William Basing, James Botenar ; 
mayor, Nicholas Farringdon, goldismith. 

1309. The 3rd, Roger le Paumer, James of St 
Edmond ; mayor, Thomas Romaine. 

1310. The 4th, Simon de Corpe, Peter Blakney ; 
mayor, Richard Reffam, mercer. 

The king commanded the mayor and commona- 
lity, to maKo the wall of London from Ludgate to 
Fleetbridge, and from thence to the Thames. 

1311. The 5th, Simon Merwood, Richard Wil- 
ford ; mayor, Sir John Gisors, pepperer. 

Order was taken, that merchuit strangers should 
sell their wares within forty days after their arrival, 
or else the same to be forfeited. 

1312. The 6th, John Lambin, Adam Lutkin ; 
mayor, Sir John Gisors, pepperer. 

1313. The 7th, Robert Gurden, Hugh Garton ; 
mayor, Nicholas Farrindon, goldsmith. 

Prices set on victuals : — a fat stalled ox, twenty- 
four shillings ; a fat mutton, twenty-pence ; a fat 
goose, two-pence halfpenny ; a fat capon, two- 
pence ; a fat hen, one-penny ; two chickens, one- 
penny ; three pigeons, one-penny ; twenty-four 
eggs, one-penny, &c. 

1314. The 8th, Stephen Abmgdon, Hamond 
Chigwel ; mayor. Sir John Gisors, pepperer. 

Famine ancl mortality of the people, so that the 
quick might unneath bury the dead; horse-flesh, 
and dogs-flesh, was good meat 

1315. The 9th, Hamond Goodcheap, William 
Bodelay ; mayor, Stephen Abendon. 

1316. The 10th, William Canston, Raph Belan- 
cer ; mayor, John Wingrave. 

An early harvest, a bushel of wheat that had been 
sold for ten shillings, was now sold for ten-pence, &c. 

1317. The 11th, John Prior, William Fomeis ; 
mayor, John Wingrave. 

Such a murrain of kine, that dogs and ravens 
that fed on them were poisoned. 

1318. The 12th, John Pontel, John Balling; 
mayor, John Wingrave. 

1319. 13th, Simon Abindon, John Preston ; 
mayor, Hamond Chickwel, pepperer. 
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John Giaora late mayor of London, and many 
other citizens, fled the city for things laid to their 
charge. 

1320. The 14th, Renanld at Conduit, William 
Prodon ; mayor, Nicholas Farindon, goldsmith. 

1321. The 15th, Richard Ck)n8tantine, Richard 
Hackney ; mayor, Hamond Chickwell, pcpperer. 

1322. The 16th, John Grantham, Richard Elie ; 
mayor, Hamond Chickwell, pepperer. 

Fish and flesh market estahUshed at the Stocks 
in the midst of the city 4 

1323. The 17th, Adam of Salisbury, John of 
Oxford ; mayor, Nicholas Farindon, goldsmith. 

Of this Nicholas Farindon, and of William 
Farindon, and of William Farindon his father, 
read more in Farindon ward. 

1324. The 18th, Benet of Fulham, John Cawson ; 
mayor, Hamond Chickwell, pepperer. 

1325. The 19th, Gilbert Mordon, John Cotton ; 
mayor, Hamond Chickwell, pepperer. 

The citizens of London took the bishop of 
Exeter, and cut off his head at the Standard in 
Cheape. 

1326. The 20th, Richard Rothmg, Roger Chaun- 
teclere ; mayor, Richard Britaine, goldsmith. 

This Richard Rothing is said to new build the 
parish church of St James at Garlicke hith. 

Edward III. began his reign the 25th of January, 
the year 1326. 

This King Edward granted, that the mayor 
should be justice for the gaol delivery at Newgate, 
that the citizens of London should not be con- 
strained to go out of the city of London to any war. 
More he mnted, that the liberties and the fran- 
chises of uie city should not after this time for any 
cause be taken into the king's hands, &c. More, 
he granted by his letters patents, dated the 6th of 
Much, that no Escheater should be in the city, but 
the mayor for his time. 

1327. The Ist sheriffs, Henry Darcie, John 
Hanton ; mayor, Hamond Chickwell, pepperer. 

This year die walls of London were repaired. 

1328. The 2nd, Simon Francis, Henry Comb- 
martin ; mayor, John Grantham. 

1329. The 3rd, Richard Lazar, William Gisors ; 
mayor, Richard Swandland. 

This year, the king kept a great justing in 
Cheape, betwixt Sopars lane and Uie great Crosse. 

1330. The 4th, Robert of Elie, Thomas Whor- 
wode ; mayor, Sir John Puitney, draper. 

1331. The 5th, John Mocking, Andrew Auberie ; 
mayor. Sir John Puitney, draper. 

1332. The 6th, Nicholas Pike, John Husbond ; 
mayor, John Preston, draper. 

This year was founded Elsinges* spittle, by W. 
Elsing, mercer, that became &8t prior of that 
hospitaL 

1333. The 7th, John Hamond, William Han- 
sard ; mayor. Sir John Puitney, draper. 

1334. The 8th, John Hingstone, Walter Turke 
mayor, Reginald at Conduct, vintner. 

1335. The 9th, Walter Motdon, Richard Upton 
mayor, Nicholas Woton. 

1336. The 10th, John Clark, William Curtis 
mayor, Sir John Puitney, draper 

This Sir John Puitney founded a college in 
the parish church of St. Laurence, by Candlewicke 
street. 



1337. The 11th, Walter Nele, Nicholas Crane ; 
mayor, Henry Darcy. 

Walter Nele, bladesmith, gave lands to the 
repairing of the high ways about London. 

1338. The 12th, William Pomfret, Hugh Mar- 
belcr ; mayor, Henry Darcy. 

The king granted that the sergeants of the 
mayor, and sheriffs of London, should bear maces 
of silver and gilt with the king's arms. 

1339. The 13th, William Thomey, Roger Pros- 
ham ; mayor, Andrew Aubery, grocer. 

1340. The 1 4th, Adam Lucas, Bartemew Maris ; 
mayor, Andrew Aubery, grocer. 

1341. The I5th, Richard de Barking, John de 
Rokesley ; mayor, John of Oxenford, vintner. 

1342. The 16th, John Louekin, Richard Killing- 
bury ; mayor, Simon Francis, mercer. 

The price of Grascoyn wines at London, four- 
pence, and Rheinish wine, six-pence the gallon. 

1343. The 17th, John Steward, John Aylesham ; 
mayor, John Hamond. 

1344. The 18th, Gefirey Wichingham, Thomas 
Leg ; mayor, John Hamond. 

1345. The 19th, Edmond Hemenhall, John of 
Gloucester ; mayor, Richard Leget. 

1346. The 20th, John Croyden, William Clop- 
tun ; mayor, Geffrey Winchingham. 

1347. The 2 let, Adam Brapsen, Richard Bas ; 
mayor, Thomas Leggy, skinner. 

King Edward won Calais from the French. 

1348. The 22nd, Henry Picard, Sunon Dolseby ; 
mayor, John Louekin, fishmonger. 

A great pest. Sir Walter Mannie, knight, 
founded the Charterhouse by Smithfield, to be a 
burial for the dead. 

1349. The 23rd, Adam of Bury, Raph of Lym ; 
mayor, Walter Turk, fishmonger. 

1350. The 24th, John Notte, W. Worcester; 
mayor, Richard Killingbury. 

1351. The 25th, John Wroth, Gilbert of Sten- 
ineshoipe ; mayor, Andrew Aubery, grocer. 

1352. The 26th, John Pech, John Stotley ; 
mayor, Adam Francis, mercer. 

This mayor procured an act of parliament, that 
no known whore should wear any hood or attire 
on her head, except red or striped cloth of divers 
colours, &c. 

1353. The 27th, William WUde, John LitUe ; 
mayor, Adam Francis, mercer. 

This Adam Francis was one of the founders of 
the college in Guildhall chapel, &c., Henry Fowke 
was the other. 

1354. The 28th, William Tottingham, Richard 
Smelt ; mayor, Thomas Leggy, skinner. 

Aldermen of London were used to be changed 
yearly, but now it was ordained that they should 
not be removed without some special cause. 

1355. The 29th, Walter Foster, Thomas Bran- 
don ; mayor, Simon Francis, mercer. 

1356. The 30th, Richard Nottingham, Thomas 
Doaael ; mayor, Henry Picard, vintner. 

This Henry Picard feasted the kings of England, 
of France, Cypres, and Scots, with other great 
estates, all in one day. 

1357. The 31st, Stephen Candish, Bartilmew 
Frostling ; mayor, Sir John Stody, vintner. 

This John Stody gave tenements to the vintners 
in London, for relief of the poor of that com- 
pany. 
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1358. The 32nd, John Barnes, John Buris ; 
mayor, John Louekin, stock-fishmonger. 

1359. The 33rd, Simon of Benington, John of 
Chichester ; mayor, Simon Dolseby, grocer. 

1360. The 34th, John Denis, Walter Bemy ; 
mayor, John Wroth, fishmonger. 

1361. The 35th, William Uolbech, James Tame ; 
mayor, John Peche, fishmonger. 

1362. The 36th, John of St. Albans, James 
Andrew ; mayor, Stephen Gondish, draper. 

1363. The 37th, Richard Croyden, John Litoft ; 
may<»r, John Not, pepperer. 

1364. The 38th, John de Mttford, Simon de 
Mordon ; mayor, Adam of Bury, skuiner. 

1365. The 39th, John Bukulsworth, Thomas 
Ireland ; mayor, John Louekin, fishmonger, and 
Adam of Bury, skinner. 

1366. The 40th, John Warde, Thomas of Lee ; 
mayor, John Lofkin, fishmonger. 

This John Lofkin builded the parish church of 
St. Michael in Crooked lane. 

1367. The 41st, John Tumgold, William Dike- 
man ; mayor, James Andrew, draper. 

1368. The 42nd, Robert Cordeler, Adam Wi- 
mondham ; mayor, Simon Mordon, stock-fish- 
monger. 

This year wheat was sold for two shillings and 
ux-pence the bushel. 

1369. The 43rd, John Piel, Hugh Holdich ; 
mayor, John Chichester, goldsmith. 

1370. The 44th, William Walworth, Robert 
Ge>'ton ; mayor, John Barnes, mercer. 

i371. The 45th, Adam Staple, Robert Hatfield ; 
mayor, John Barnes, mercer. 

This John Barnes gave a chest with three locks, 
and one thousand marks to be lent to poor young 
men. 

1372. The 46th, John Philpot, Nicholas Brem- 
bar ; mayor, John Piel, mercer. 

1373. The 47th, John Aubery, John Fished; 
mayor, Adam of Bury, skinner. 

1374. The 48th, Richard Lions, William Wood- 
house ; mayor, William Walworth, fishmonger. 

1375. The 49th, John Hadley, William New- 
port ; mayor, John Ward, grocer. 

1376. The 50th, John Northampton, Robert 
Laund ; mayor, Adun Staple, mercer. 

The Londoners meant to have slain John duke 
of Lancaster : Adam Staple, mayor, put down, and 
Nicholas Brembar elected. Also the aldermen 
were deposed, and others set in their places. 

Richard II. began his reign the 21st of June, 
in the year 1377* 

1377. The 1st sheriffs, Nicholas Twiford, An- 
drew Pikeman ; mayor. Sir Nicholas Brembar, 
grocer. 

John Philpot, a citizen of London, sent ships to 
the sea, and scoured it of pirates, taking many of 
them prisoners. 

1378. The 2nd, John Boseham, Thomas Com- 
walis ; mayor, Sir John Philpot, grocer. 

This Sir John Philpot gave to the city, lands 
for the finding of thirteen poor people for ever. 

1379. The 3rd, John Helisdon, William Barat ; 
mayor, John Hadley, grocer. 

1380. The 4th, Walter Doget, William Knight- 
coate ; mayor, William Walworth, fishmonger. 



This William Walworth arrested Wat Tyler the 
rebel, and was knighted. He increased the parish 
church of St. Michael in Crooked lane, and founded 
there a college. Other aldermen were also knighted 
for their service in the field. 

1381. The 5th, John Rote, John Hend ; mayor, 
John Northampton, draper. 

1382. The 6th, Adam Bamme, John Sely ; 
mayor, John Northampton, draper, or skinner, as 
I find in record. 

1383. The 7th, Simon T^chcombe, John More ; 
mayor. Sir Nicholas Brembar, grocer. 

John Northampton, late mayor of London, was 
committed to perpetual prison, and his goods con- 
fiscated. 

1384. The 8th, Nicholas Exton, John French ; 
mayor, Sir Nicholas Brembar, grocer, knighted 
with William Walworth. 

1385. The 9th, John Organ, John Churchman ; 
mayor, Sir Nicholas Brembar, grocer. 

The foresaid John Churchman new-built the 
custom-house, near to the Tower of London, and 
did many other works for the commodity of this 
city. 

1386. The 10th, W. Standone, W. More ; mayor, 
Nicholas Exton, fishmonger. 

This year the citizens of London, fearing the 
French, pulled down houses near about their city, 
repaired their walls, and cleansed their ditches, 
&c. 

1387. The 11th, William Venor, Hugh For- 
Btalfe ; mayor, Nicholas Exton, fishmonger. 

Sir Nicholas Brembar, late mayor of London, 
was this year beheaded. 

1388. The 12th, Thomas Austin, Adam Carlhul ; 
mayor, Nicholas Tuiford, goldsmith, knighted with 
W. Walworth. ' 

1389. The 13th, John Waleot, John Lovenay ; 
mayor, William Venor, grocer. 

1390. The 14th, John Francis, Thomas Vivent ; 
mayor, Adam Bamme, goldsmith. 

This Adam Bamme provided from beyond the 
seas com in great abundance, so that the city was 
able to serve the country. 

1 391 . The 15th, John Shadworth, Henzy Vamer ; 
mayor, John Hend, draper. 

This mayor was for displeasure taken, sent to 
Windsor castle, and the king made wardens of the 
city, &c. 

1392. The 16th, Gilbert Maghfield, Thomas 
Newington ; mayor, William Stondon, srocer. 

1393. The 17th, Drew Barintin, Richard Whit- 
ington ; mayor, John Hadley, grocer. 

Faringdon ward was by parliament appointed to 
be divided into two vrards, to wit, inAra and extra. 

1394. The 18th, William Branston, Thomas 
Knoles ; mayor, John Froshe, mercer. 

1395. The 19th, Roger Elles, William Sevenoke ; 
mayor, William More, vintner. 

1396. The 20th, Thomas Wilford, William Par- 
ker ; mayor, Adam Bamme, goldsmith. 

1397. The 21st, John Wodcoke, William Askam ; 
mayor, Richard Whitington, mercer. 

1398. The 22d, John Wade, John Wamar; 
mayor. Drew Barentin, goldsmith. 

Henry IV. began his reign the 29th of Septem- 
ber, the year 1^9. 
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1399. The Ist sheriffs, William Waldern, WU- 
tiam Hende ; mayor, Thomas Knoles, grocer. 

1400. The 2Dd, John Wakel, William £hot ; 
mayor, John Francis, goldsmith. 

1401. The 3rd, William Venor, John Freming- 
ham ; mayor, John Shadworth, mercer. 

The conduit upon Comhill was this year made 
of an old prison house called the Tun. 

1402. The 4th, Richard Marlow, Robert Chiche- 
ley ; mayor, I. Walcote, draper. 

1403. The 6th, Thomas Falconer, Thomas Poole ; 
mayor, W. Ascham, fishmonger. 

1404. The 6th, William Bouth, Stephen SpU- 
man ; mayor, John Uend, draper. 

This John Hend was a new builder of the parish 
church of St. Swithen, by London stone. 

1405. The 7th, Henry Barton, William Grome ; 
mayor, John Wodcocke, mercer. 

This mayor caused all the weirs in the river of 
Thames, from Stanes to the river of Medway, to be 
destroyed, and the trinkes to be burned, &c. 

1406. The 8th, NichoUs Wooton, Gefferey 
Brooke ; mayor, Richard Whittington, mercer. 

• This year a great pestilence in London took away 
more than thirty thousand people. 

1407. The 9th, Henry Pontfrackt, Henry Hal- 
too, mercer ; mayor, William Sandon, grocer. 

1408. The 10th, Thomas Ducke, WUliam Nor- 
ton ; mayor. Drew Barentine, goldonith. 

This Drew Barentine built a part of the Grold- 
smiths' hall, and gave them lands. 

1409. The 11th, John Law, William Chichley ; 
mayor, Richard Marlow, ironmonger. 

A great play at Skinners' well, which lasted eight 
days, and was of matter from Uie Creation of the 
world ; the most part of all the great estates of 
England were there to behold it. 

1410. The 12th, John Penne, Thomas Pike ; 
mayor, Thomas Knoles, grocer. 

This Thomas Knoles began anew to build the 
GnUdhall in London, &c. 

1411. The 13th, John Rainwel, William Cotton; 
mayor, Robert Chichley, grocer. 

1412. The I4th, Raph Lovinhinde, WUliam 
Sevenocke ; mayor, WilUam Waldren, mercer. 

Henry V. began his reign, the 20th of March, 
the year 1412. 

1413. The 1st sheriffs, John Sutton, John Mi- 
ehell ; mayor, William Cromar, draper. 

Sir John Oldcastle assembled a great power in 
Fickets field, by London, which power was over- 
come and taken by the king and his power. 

1414. The 2nd, John MlcheU, Thomas Allen ; 
mayor, Th. Falconer, mercer. 

This mayor caused the postern called Moregate 
to be builty and he lent to the king ten thousand 
marks upon jewels, &c. 

1415. The 3rd, William Cambridge, Alen Eve- 
rard ; mayor, Nicholas Wotton, draper. 

1416. The 4th, Robert Whittington, John Coven- 
trie ; mayor, Henry Barton, skinner. 

This Henry Barton ordained lanthoms with lights 
to be hanged out on the winter evening betwixt 
Hallontide * and Candlemasee. 



* HaOootlde,— or, as it was more generally designated, All 
HaDoDtide,— ia the older designation of All Saints' day, tlM 
IstofNoTembcr. 



1417. The 5th, H. Read, John Gidney ; mayor, 
Richard Marlow, ironmonger. 

1418. The 6th, John Brian, Raph Barton, John 
Parnesse ; mayor, William Sevenuke. 

This William Sevenoke, son to William Rum* 
sched of Sevenoke in Kent, was by his father 
bound an apprentice with Hugh de Bois, citi- 
zen and ferrer * of London, for a term of years, 
which being expired in the year 1394, the 18th of 
Richard II., John Hadley being mayor of London, 
and Stephen Spilman, chamberlain of the Guild- 
hall, he alleged that his master had used the trade 
or mystery of a grocer, and not of a ferrer, and 
therefore required to bo made free of the grocers' 
company, which was granted. This William Seven- 
oke foimded in the town of Sevenoke a free school, 
and alms houses for the poor. 

1419. The 7th, Robert Whitington, John Butler ; 
mayor, Richard Whittington, mercer. 

This mayor founded Whittington college. 

1420. The 8th, John Butler, John Wels ; mayor, 
William Cambridge, grocer. 

1421. The 9th, Richard Gosseline, William 
Weston ; mayor, Robert Chichley, grocer. 

This mayor gave one plot of ground, thereupon 
to build the parish church of St. Stephen upon 
Walbrooke. 

Henry VI. began his reign the 31st of August, 
the year 1422. 

1422. The 1 st sheriffs, William Eastfield, Robert 
Tatarsal ; mayor, William Waldern, mercer. 

This year the west gate of London was begun to 
be built by the executors of Richard Whittington. 

1423. The 2nd, Nicholas James, Thomas Wind- 
ford ; mayor, William Cromer, draper. 

1424. The 3rd, Sunon Seman, John By water ; 
mayor, John Michel, fishmonger. 

1425. The 4th, William Meh^th, John BrokeU ; 
mayor, John Coventrie, mercer. 

1426. The 5th, John Arnold, John Higham ; 
mayor, John Reinwell, fishmonger. 

This mayor gave tenements to the city for the 
discharge of three wards in London for fifteens, 

&C. 

1427. The 6th, Henry Frowicke, Robert Oteley ; 
mayor, John Gidney, draper. 

1428. The 7th, Thomas Duffehouse, John Ab- 
bot ; mayor, Henry Barton, skinner. 

1429. The 8th, William Russe, Raph Holland ; 
mayor, William Eastfield, mercer. 

Raph Holland gave to impotent poor, one hundred 
and twenty pounds, to prisoners eighty pounds, to 
hospitals forty pounds, &c. 

1 430. The 9th, Walter Chartesey, Robert Large ; 
mayor, Nicholas Wootton, draper. 

Waltar Chartesey, draper, gave to the poor one 
hundred pounds, besides twenty pounds to the hos- 
pitals, &c. 

1431. The 10th, John Aderley, Stephen Browne ; 
mayor, John Wels, grocer. 

• Perrer, or Farrier, from the Latin Ferraritu. Strype, in 
bis edition of Stow (ii. bk. v. p. 226.). speaking of the Far- 
riers' company, says, Mtnry dt Ftrrariu or Ferrertt a Nor- 
man monk, came over with William the Conqueror, who 
gave unto the said Henry de Ferrariis (as being his Csrrler or 
master of his horse) the honour of Tutbary. in the coonty ot 
Stafford. Which was the first honour given to the Farriers 
inEofiaDd. 
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This John Wels, a great benefactor to the new 
building of the chapel by the Guildhall, and of his 
goods the standard in West Cheape was made. 

1432. The 11th, John Olney, John Paddesley 
mayor, John Patneis, fishmonger. 

1433. The 1 2th, Thomas Chalton, John Ling 
mayor, John Brokle, draper. 

1434. The 13th, Thomas Bamewell, Simon £>Te 
mayor, Roger Oteley, grocer. 

1435. The 14th, Thomas Catworth, Robert Clop- 
ton ; mayor, Henry Frowicke, mercer. 

1436. The loth, Thomas Morsted, William Gre- 
gorie ; mayor, John Michel, fishmonger. 

1437. The 16th, William Hales, WUliam Chap- 
man ; mayor, Sir William Eastfield, mercer. 

This Sir William Eastfield, knight of the Bath, 
a great benefactor to the water-conduits. 

1438. The 17th, Hugh Diker, Nicholas Yoo ; 
mayor, Stephen Brown, grocer. 

Wheat sold ' for three shillings the bushel ; but 
this man sent into Prussia, and caused to be 
brought from thence certain ships laden with rye, 
which did great relief. 

1439. The 18th, Philip Malpas, Robert Marshal; 
mayor, Robert Large, mercer. 

Philip Malpas at his decease gave one hundred 
and twenty pounds to poor prisoners, and every 
year for five years four hundred and three shirts 
and smocks, forty pairs of sheets, and one hundred 
and fifty gowns of frieze to the poor, to poor maids' 
marriages one hundred marks, to highways one 
hundred marks, and to five hundred poor people in 
London every one six shillings and eight pence, &c. 

1440. The 19th, John Sutton, William Wedn- 
hall ; mayor, John Paddesley, goldsmith, master of 
the works of money in the Tower of London. 

1441. The 20th, William Combis, Richard Rich; 
mayor, Robert Clopton, draper. 

1442. The 21st, Thomas Beamont, Richard Mor- 
den ; mayor, John Hatherley, ironmonger. 

1443. The 22nd, Nicholas Wilforde, John Nor- 
man ; mayor, Thomas Catworth, grocer. 

1444. The 23rd, Stephen Forstar, Hugh Witch ; 
mi^or, Henry Frowicke, mercer. 

This year Paul's steeple was fired with lightning, 
and hardly quenched. 

1445. 24th, John Darby, Godfrey Fielding ; 
mayor, Simon Eyre, draper. 

This Simon Eyre built the Leaden hall in Lon- 
don, to be a common gamer for the city, &c. 

1 446. The 25th, Robert Home, Godfrey BoUine ; 
mayor, John Olney, mercer. 

1447. The 26th, William Abraham, Thomas 
Scot ; mayor, John Sidney, draper. 

1448. The 27th, WiUiam Catlow, William Mar- 
row ; mayor, Stephen Browne, grocer. 

1449. The 28th, William Hulin, Thomas Ca- 
ninges ; mayor, Thomas Chalton, mercer. 

This year Jack Cade, a rebel of Kent, came to 
London, entered the city, &c. 

1450. The 29th, 1. Middleton, William Deere ; 
mayor, Nicholas Wilforde, grocer. 

Soldiers made a fray against the mayor the same 
day he took his charge at Westminster. 

1461. The 30th, Matthew Philip, Christopher 
Warton ; mayor, William Gregory, skinner. 

1452. The 31st, Richard Lee, Richard Alley ; 
mayor, Godfrey Fielding, mercer, of council to 
Htnry VI. and Edward IV. 



Thb year was a great fray at the wrestling. 

1453. The 32nd, John Waldron, Thomas Cooke ; 
mayor, John Nonnan, draper. 

This John Norman was the first mayor that was 
rowed to Westminster by water, for before that 
time they rode on horseback *. 

1 454. The 33rd, John Field, W. Taylor ; mayor, 
Stephen Forstar, fishmonger. 

This Stephen Forstar enlarged Ludgate, for the 
ease of prisoners there, &,c. 

1455. The 34th, John Yong, Thomas Olgrave ; 
mayor, William Marrow, grocer. 

The mercers* servants made a riot upon the 
Lombards and other strangers. 

1456. The 35th, John Steward, Raph Vemey ; 
mayor, Thomas Caning, grocer. 

1457. The 36th, William Edwards, Thomas 
Reiner ; mayor, Godfrey Boloine, mercer. 

This Godfrey Boloine gave one thousand pounds 
to poor householders in London, &c. 

1458. The 37th, Ralph Joceline, Richard Med- 
ham ; mayor, Thomas Scot, draper. 

1459. The 38th, John Plonunar, John Stockar ; 
mayor, William Hulin, fishmonger. 

1460. 39th, Richard Fleming, John Lambard ; 
mayor, Richard Lee, grocer. 

Edward IV. began his reign the 4th of March, 
in the year 1460, after the account of the Church 
of England. 

1461. The 1st sheriffs, George Ireland, John 
Locke ; mayor, Hugh Witch, mercer. 

1462. The 2nd, William Hampton, Bartholomew 
James ; mayor, Thomas Cooke, draper, made 
knight of the Bath in the 5th of Edward IV. and 
had great troubles after. 

1463. The 3rd, Robert Baslet, Thomas Mus- 
champe ; mayor, Matthew Philip, goldsmith, made 
knight of the Bath the 5th of Edward IV., and 
after in the field, the 10th of Edward IV. 

1464. The 4th, John Tate, John Stone ; mayor, 
Raph Joceline, draper, knight of the Bath, and also 
in the field. 

1465. The 6th, Henry Waver, William Constan- 
tino ; mayor, Raph Vemey, mercer. Henry 
Waver, one of the sheriffs, made knight of the 
Bath. 

1466. The 6th, John Browne, Henry Brice ; 
mayor, John Yong, grocer, made knight in the 
field. 

This year began the troubles of Sir Thomas 
Cooke, and other aldermen, as ye may read in my 
Summary. 

1467. The 7th, Thomas Stalbroke, Hnmfrey 
Heyford ; mayor, Thomas Oldgrave, skinner. 

1468. The 8th, Symon Smith, WiUiam Hariot ; 
mayor, William Taylor, grocer. 

This mayor gave tenements to discharge Cord- 
wainer street ward of fifteens. 

• Fabian is the authority for this statement, who tells us, 
John Nonnan was " the first of all mayors who brake that 
ancient and old continued custom of riding to Westminster 
upon the morrow of St. Simon and St. Jude's day. He wu 
rowed thither by water, for which the watermen made of him 
a roundel or song to his great praise, the which began.— 



(I t 



Row the boat, Nonnan, row to thy leman.' 
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14G9. The 9th, Richard Gardener, Robert Drope ; 
mayor, Richard Lee, grocer. 

This year the Tower of London being delivered 
to the mayor and his brethren, they delivered King 
Henry from thence. 

1470. The 10th, Sir John Crosbie, John Ward ; 
m^or. Sir John Stockton, mercer. 

Thomas the Bastard Fauconbridge, with a riot- 
ous company, set upon this city at Aldgate, Bish- 
opsgate, the Bridge, &c.,and twelve aldermen, with 
the recorder, were knighted in the field by Edward 
lY., to wit, John Stockton, mayor, Raph Vemey, 
late mayor, John Yong, late mayor, William 
Tayler, late mayor, Richard Lee, late mayor, Mat- 
thew Philips, late mayor, Greorge Ireland, William 
Stoker, William Hampton, since mayor, Thomas 
Stolbroke, John Crosbie, and Bartlemew James, 
since mayor, with Thomas Urswike, recorder. 

1471. The 11th, John Allin, John Shelley; 
mayor, William Edward, grocer. 

The water-conduit at Aldermanburie, and the 
standard in Fleet street were finished. 

1471. The 12th, John Browne, Thomas Dedlow ; 
mayor, Sir William Hampton, fishmonger. 

This Sir William Hampton punished strumpets, 
and caused stocks to be set in every wanl to 
punish vagabonds. 

147S. The 13th, Sir William Sokar, Robert Be- 
fiidoo ; mayor, Jotm Tate, mercer. 

This year the sheriib of London were appointed 
eadi of them to have sixteen Serjeants, every Ser- 
jeant to have his yeoman, and six clerks, to wit, a 
seooDdary, a clerk of the papers, and four other 
derka, besides the under-shenfTs clerks. 

1474. The 14th, Edmond Shaw, Thomas Hill ; 
mayor, Robert Drope, draper. 

'Hiis Robert Drope increased the water-eondnit 
i^Mm Comhill, Slc 

1475. The 15th, Hu^ Brice, Robert Colwidi ; 
mayor, Robert Basset, Salter. 

Tills Robert Basset eorrected the bakers and 
other vietnaUers of this city. 

147C The IM, Richard Rawson, WUliam 
Home ; mayor. Sir Raph JoeeUne, draper, knight 
of the Bath. 

By the difigenee of this mayor the walls of the 

1477. Tlw 17th, Henry CoOet, John Stoker ; 
^yor, Hiifliplirey Hayford, goldsmith. 

1478. The 18d^ Robert H«iiing,RobertBifield; 



RolMrt Bifidd, iheriS^ was fined by the mayor, 
and paid fifty poonds toward the water-eanduta. 
1479. Tlw Ifth, Thonas Dam, John Warde ; 

the field by Edward I Y. 
Dam newly bnih the great ecaidiiit in 
Wet CVwpr. 
1499. T1w99tfa,TlNmaiDaucl,WiUtamBaeao 




1481. J%e 21m, Robert Tate, William 



Edward V . 
Ihevvrl 



^ , .John Ifatlirw 

^■^«r, Unond Sha, goldsnilb. 

the poaieni called 
to be nrwly bnitt, kjt. 



Hie 9tii of April, in 



Richard III. began hb reign tlie *i2nd of June, 
in the year 1483. 

1483. The 1st sheriffs Thomas Norland, Wil- 
liam Martin ; mayor, Robert Bilisdun, haber- 
dasher. 

1484. The 2nd, Richard Chester, Thomas Brit- 
taine, Raphe Austrie ; mayor, Thomas Hill, grocer, 
Sir William Stoakor, draper, John Ward, grocer. 

Three sheriffs and three mayors this year bv 
means of the sweating sickness, Slc, Thomas Hill 
appointed by his testament the water-conduit in 
Grasse street to be built. 

Henry YII. began his reign the 22nd of August, 
in the year 1485. 

1485. The 1st sheriffs, John Tate, John Swan ; 
mayor, Hugh Brise, goldsmith. 

This Hugh Brise was keeper of the khig's minta 
at London. 

1486. The 2nd, John Pcrcivall, Hugh Clopton ; 
mayor, Henry Cellet, mercer. 

Tlie cross in Cheap was new built in beautiful 
manner. 

1487. The 3rd, John Fenkell, William Remiog- 
ton ; mayor, Sir William Home, Salter. 

This William Home made knight in the field by 
Henry YII., gave to the repairing of highways 
betwixt London and Cambridge five hundred 
marks, and to the preaeh<frs at Paul's cross, &.<*. 

1488. The 4th, W. Isaack, Haph Tilucy ; mayor, 
Hubert Tate, mercer. 

1489. The 5th, William Caple, John Brocks; 
mayor, W. White, draper. 

1490. The 6th, Henry Cote, Robert Revell, 
Hugh Pemberton ; mayor, Jolm Matliew, mcreer. 

1491. The 7th, Thomas Wood, William Browns ; 
mi^or, Hugh Clopton, mereer. 

Un^ Clopton built the great stone bridge at 
Stratford npon Haven in Warwickshire. 

1492. The 8th, WUliam Purchase, WiUiam Wei- 
becke ; mayor, William Martin, skinner. 

A riot nude upon the EsterUngs by the mcr' 
eers' servants and other, 

1493. The 9th, Robert Fabian, John Wio^ ; 
mayor. Sir Raph Aatrie, fiahmongtr, made kmgjbit 
bv Henry YII. 

Robert Fabian, Marmm, made ''Fabian's 
Chronifde,** a painful labovr, to the honour of the 
city, and the whole realm. 

1494. The 19th, Nkhobs AJtmie, Jcdm War- 
; mayor, Richard Chawrv, saher. 

1495. 'The llth, Thomas Kueawortfa, Bmary 
mavor, Henrjr Colet, nwreer. 

1496. Th^lStl^ Sir John Sha,t^Riehard Had- 
don ; mavor. Sir John Tate, tlie younger, mcroer. 

The ku^ made this n»yar. Bubal BbofieU, 
reeorder, and both the sherilE^ knighta, for their 
good eerviee against the rebeb at Blai^ Uitfa Md. 

1497. The 13du Bartlemew Bend, Thomas Wind- 
sor, W 



AH the garden in tbe MoB^eld 
mid made ptain gnmnd. 

1498. The ~ 

mavfRT, Sir John PerDevaU, made knii^ in the HtM 
bv King Henrr TIL 
'1489. tniei'&tfa, James Wilfiird.* 



ma^-or, Kirhnks Ahrin, 
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This Nicholas Alwin gave to three thouaand poor 
people in London twelve pence the piece, and to 
three thousand in the town of Spalding, the like, 
&c. 

1500. The 16th, John Hawes, William Stecde ; 
mayor, W. Remington, fishmonger. 

1601. The 17th, Lawrence Ailmer, Henry Hede ; 
/, mayor, Sir John Sha, goldsmith, made knight in 
the field by Hen^TlI. 

ThiB Sir John Sha caused his brethren the alder- 
men to ride from the Guildhall unto the water*s side, 
where he took his barge to Westminster ; he was 
sworn by the king^s council : he conmionly in the 
afternoons kept a court alone, called before him 
many matters, and redressed them. 

1502. The 18th, Henry Kebel, Nicholas Nines ; 
mayor, BarUemew Reade, goldsmith. 

1503. The 19th, Christopher Hawe«, Robert 
Wats, Thomas Granger ; mayor. Sir William Ca- 
pell, draper, made knight by Henr^ VII. 

This Sir William caused a cage m eveiy ward to 
be set for punishing of v^abonds. 

1504. The 20th, Roger Acheley, William Brown ; 
mayor, John Winger, grocer. 

// 1505. The 2l8t, Richard Shore, Roger Grove ; 

mayor, Thomas Knesworth, fishmonger. 

This Thomas Knesworth appointed the water- 
conduit at Bishopsgate to be built, &c. 

1506. The 22nd, William Copenger, Thomas 
Johnson, William FitzwilUams, merchant'tailor, 
after of council to Henry VIII. ; mayor. Sir Rich- 
ard Haddon, mercer. 

1507. The 23rd, William Butler, John Kirkby ; 
mayor, William Browne, mercer, for part, Law- 
rence Ailmer, draper. 

1508. The 24th, Thomas Exmew, Richard 
Smith ; mayor, Stephen Jeninges, merchant-tailor. 

This Stephen Greninges built the greatest part of 
St. Andrewes church adled Unden£aft. He built 
a free-school at Ulfrunehampton in Staffordshire, 
&c. 

Henry VIII. began his reign the 22nd of April, 
the year 1509. 

1509. The 1st sheriffs, Greorge Monoxe, John 
Doget; mayor, Thomas Bradbury, mercer, for part. 
Sir William Caple, draper. 

1510. The 2nd, John Milbome, John Rest; 
mayor, Henry Keble, grocer. 

This Henry Keble gave one thousand pounds 
toward the new buildmg of his parish-church of 
Aldermary. 

1511. The 3rd, Nicholas Shelton, Thomas Mir- 
fine ; mayor, Roger Achiley, draper. 

This Roger Achiley provided com for service 
of this city in great plenty. He caused the same 
to be stowed up in the common gamer called 
Leaden hall. 

1512. The 4th, Robert Aldaraes, Robert Fenro- 
ther ; mayor. Sir William Copinger, fishmonger, 
for part, Richard Haddon, mercer, for the rest. 

Sir W. Copinger gave half his goods to his 
wife, and the other h^ to the poor that had most 
need. 

1513. The 5th, John Dawes, John Bridges, 
Roger Bafford ; mayor, W. Browne, mercer, and 
John Tate, mercer. 



This John Tate new built the church of St. An- 
thonies hospital in London. 

1514. The 6th, James Yarford, John Monday ; 
mayor, George Monoux, draper. 

1515. The 7th, Henry Warley, Richard Grey, 
W. Bayly ; mayor. Sir William Butler, grocer. 

1516. The 8th, Thomas Seimer, John Thuistone ; 
mayor, John Rest, grocer. 

1517. The 9th, Thomas Baldrie,Raph Simondes ; 
mayor, Sur Thomas Exmew, goldsmitn. 

Sir Thomas Exmew macUs the water-conduit 
in London wall by Mooregate, &c. 

1518. The 10th, John Allen, James Spencer ; 
mayor, Thomas Mirfin, skinner. 

1519. The nth, John Wilkenson, Nicholas Par- 
trich ; mayor. Sir James Yarford, mercer. 

From tins time the mayois of London, for the 
most part, have been knighted by courtesy of the 
kings, and not otherwise. 

1520. The 12th, Sir John Skevington, John 
Kyme ; mayor. Sir John Bmge, draper. 

1521. The 13th, John Bret<ui, Thomas Pargetor ; 
mayor. Sir John Milbome, draper. 

This Sir John Milbome founded fourteen alms 
houses by the Crossed Fryers church, &c. 

1522. The 14th, John Rudstone, John Champ- 
neis ; mayor, Sir John Mundy, goldsmith. 

1523. llie 15th, Michael Enghsh, Nichoks Jen- 
ines ; mayor. Sir T. Baldrv, mercer. 

1524. The 16th, Raph Dodmer, William Roch ; 
mayor. Sir W. Bavly, draper. 

1525. The 17th, John Cannton, Christopher 
Askew ; mayor. Sir John Allen, mercer. 

• 1526. The 18th, Stephen Peacoeke, Nicholas 
Lambert ; mayor. Sir Thomas Seamer, mereer. 

1527. The 19th, John Hardy, William Holies ; 
mayor. Sir James Spencer, vintner. 

1528. The 20th, Raph Warren, John Long ; 
mayor, Sur John Rudstone, draper. 

1529. The 21st, Michael Dormer, Walter Cham- 
pion ; mayor. Sir Raph Dodmer, mercer. 

This year it was decreed that no man should be 
mayor of London more than one year. 

1530. The 22nd, William Dauntsey, Richaid 
Champion ; mayor. Sir T. Pargitor, Salter. 

1531. The 23rd, Richard Gresham, Edwaid 
Altham ; mayor, Sir Nicholas Tjunhard, grocer. 

1532. The 24th, Richard Reynoldes, Niehohw 
Pinchon, John Martin, John rrian ; mayor. Sir 
Stephen Pecocke, haberdasher. 

1533. The 25th, William Forman, Sv T. KitMo ; 
mayor. Sir Christopher Askew, draper. 

1534. The 26th, Nichoks Leviaoo, W. Denham ; 
mayor, Sir John Chamneis, skinner. 

1535. The 27th, Hnmfrey Munmoth, John 
Cootes ; mayor. Sir John Allen, mereer. By the 
king's appointment he was of h^ counciL A man 
of great wisdom, and also of great charity. 

The forenamed sheriffs, Munmonth and Cootes, 
put away twelve Serjeants and twelve yeomen, but 
were by a common council forced to take ^em 
again. 

1536. The 28ih, Robert Paget, William Boyer ; 
mayor, Sir Raph Waren, mercer. 

1537. The 29th, Sur John Gresham, Thomas 
Lewen ; mayor. Sir Richard Gresham, meroer. 

1538. The 30th, WUliam Welkenscm, Nichohs 
Gibson ; mayor, William Forman, haberdasher. 
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1539. The Slst, John Feiry, Thomas Huntlow ; 
mayor. Sir W. Holies, mercer. 

1540. The 32nd, Sir William Laxton, Martin 
Bowes ; mayor, Sir William Roch, draper. 

1541. The 33rd, Rowland Hill, Henry Suekley ; 
mayor. Sir Michael Dormer, mercer. 

1542. The 34th, Henry Hahberthome, Henry 
Amcoies ; mayor, John Cootes, Salter. 

1543. The 35th, John Toleus, Richard Dobbes ; 
mayor. Sir W. Bowyer, draper, for part, Sir Raph 
Waren, mercer. 

1544. The 36th, John Wilford, Andrew Jude, 
mayor. Sir W. Laxton, grocer. 

1545. The 37th, George Barnes, Ralph Alley ; 
mayor. Sir Martin Bowes, goldsmith. 

1546. The 38th, Richard Jarveis, Thomas Cur- 
teis ; mayor. Sir Henry Hubbathome, merchant- 
tailor. 



Edward VI. began his reign the 28th of Jann- 
ary, in the year 1546. 

1547. The Ist sheriffis Thomas White, Robert 
CSiarsey ; mayor. Sir John Gresham, mercer. 

1548. The 2nd, William Locke, Sir John Ailife 
mayor. Sir Henry Amcotes, fishmonger. 

1649. The 3rd. Richard Turke, John Yorke 
mayor, Rowland Hill, mercer. 

1560. The 4th, Angostine Hind, John Lyon 
mayor. Sir Andrew Jude, skinner. 

1561. The 5th, John Lamberd, John Cowper 
mayor. Sir Richard Dobbes, skinner. 

1552. The 6th, William Gerard, John Maynard 
.yor. Sir George Barnes, haberdasher. 



Qneen Mary began her rngn, the 6th of Julv, 
the year 1553. 

1553. The Ist sheriffs, Thomas Ofley, William 
Hnet ; mayor, Sir Thomas White, merchant- 
tailor. 

This Thomas White founded St John's college, 
IB Oxford. He gave to the city of Bristow two 
tiionsaDd poonds. 

1564. The 2nd, David Woodrofe, William Ches- 
ter ; mayor. Sir John Lion, grocer. 

1565. The 3rd, Thomas Leigh, John Machil 
mayor. Sir William Gerard, habenlasher. 

1556. The 4th, WUliam Harper, John White 
mayor. Sir Thomas Ofley^ merchant-tailor. 

1557. The 5th, Richard Malorie, James Aitham 
mayor. Sir Thomas Curteis, fishmonger. 

1558. The 6th, John Halse, Richard Champion 
mayor. Sir Thomas Legh, mercer. 

Qneen EHzabeth began her reign, the 17th of 
November, in the year of Christ 1558. 

1560. The Ist sheriffs, Thomas Lodge, Roger 
Martin ; mayor. Sir William Huet, clothworker. 

1560. The 2nd, Christopher Draper, Thomas 
Itow ; mayor, Sir William Chester, draper. 

Tfaii Year the merchant-tailors founded their 
Mlable n ee - s chool for poor men*s children, &c. 

1161. The Srd, Alexander Avenon, Humfrey 
Biskervile; mayor. Sir William Harper, merchant- 
tiikr. 



1562. The 4th, William Alin, Richard Chamber- 
laine ; mayor, Sir Thomas Lodge, grocer. 

1563. The 5th, Edward Bankes, Rowland Hey- 
ward ; mayor. Sir John White, grocer. 

1504. The 6th, Edward Jackeman, Lionel 
Ducket ; mayor. Sir Richard Malorie, mercer. 

1565. The 7^» John Rivers, James Hawes ; 
mayor, Sir Richard Champion, draper. 

1566. The 8th, Richard Lambert, Ambrose Ni- 
cholas, John Langley ; mayor. Sir Christopher 
Draper, ironmonger. 

1567. The 9th, Thomas Ramsey, William Bond ; 
mayor. Sir Roger Martin, mercer. 

1568. The 10th, John Oleph, Robert Harding, 
James Bacon ; mayor. Sir Thomas Row, mer- 
chant-tailor. 

1569. The 11th, Henry Becher, William Dane ; 
mayor, Alexander Avenon, ironmonger. 

1570. The 12th, Francis Bemam, William Box ; 
mayor. Sir Rowland Heyward, clothworker. 

1571. The 13th, Henry Miles, John Braunch ; 
mayor, Sir William Allin, mercer. 

1572. The 14th, Richard Pipe, Nicholas Wood- 
rofe ; mayor. Sir Lionel Ducket, mercer. 

1573. The 15th, James Harvy, Thomas Pnlli- 
son ; mayor. Sir J. Rivers, grocer. 

1574. The 16th, Thomas Blanke, Anthony Ga- 
mage ; mayor, James Hawes, dothworiser. 

1575. The 17th, Edward Osborne, Wolstane 
Dixie ; mavor, Ambrose Nicholas, Salter. 

1576. The 18th, William Kimpton, George 
Bame ; mayor. Sir John Langley, soldsmith. 

1577. The 19th, Nicholas BacUionse, Francis 
Bowyer ; mayor. Sir Thomas Ramsey, grocer. 

1578. The 20th, George Bond, Thomas Staride 
mayor. Sir Richard Pipe, draper. 

1579. The 21st, Martin Calthrope, John Hart 
mayor. Sir Nicholas Woodrofe, haberdasher. 

1580. The 22d, Ralph Woodcock, John AhOe 
mayor, Sir John Branch, draper. 

1581. The 23rd, Richard Martin,WiUiamWebbe 
mayor. Sir James Harvie, ironmonger. 

1582. The 24th, William Roe, John Hayden 
Cuthbert Buckle ; mayor, Sir Thomas Biaincke 
haberdasher. 

1583. The 25th, William Masham, John Spencer 
mayor, Edward Osborne, clothworker. 

1584. The 26th, Stephen Slany, Henry Billings, 
ley ; mayor, Sir Thomas PoUison, draper. 

1585. The 27th, Anthony RadeUfe, Henry Pra- 
nell ; mayor. Sir Wolstane Dixie, skinner. 

1586. The 28th, Robert House, William Elkin ; 
mayor, Sir George Bame, haberdasher. 

1 587. The 29&, Thomas Skinner, John Katcfaer ; 
mayor, Sir George Bond, haberdasher. 

1588. The 30th, Hugh Ofley, Richard Salten- 
stall ; mayor, Sir Martin Calthorpe, draper, for 
part, and Richard Blartin, goldsmitn, for Uie rest 
of that }'ear. 

1589. The 31 st, Richard Gumey, Stephen Some ; 
mayor, Sir John Hart, grocer. 

1 590. The 32nd, Nicholas Mosley, Robert Broke ; 
mayor, John Allot, fishmonger, for part. Sir Row- 
land He^-ward, clothworker, for the rest. 

1591. The 3Srd, William Rider, Benet Bam- 
ham ; mayor, Sir William Webb, Salter. 

1592. The 43th, John Garrard, Robert Taylor ; 
mayor. Sir William Roe, ironmonger. 

1593. The 35tb, Pauls Banning, Peter Hauton ; 
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mayor. Sir Cuthbert Buckle, viulner, for p»rt, Sir 
Rictuird MuliD, goldsmith, for the rest. 

1694. The 30th, Robert Lee, Thonua Beaet ; 
mayor. Sir John Spencer, cluthworker, 

1595. The 37lli, Tliomu Low, Leonud Holiday ; 
mayor, Sir Slepheu S\aay, skinner. 

1596. The 38th, John Wattes, lUchard Godard ; 
mayor, Thomaa Skinner, clothworher, tor part, Sir 
Henry BillingRley, haherdaiiher. 

1597. The 39[h, Henry Roe, John More ; mayor. 
Sir Richard Sallenatall, ekinaer. 

1S&8. The 40th, Edward Hulraedea, Robert 
Hampson ; mayor. Sir Stephen Some, grocer. 

1699. The 4lBt, Hnmfrey WiOde, RToeer, Roger 
Clarke, Bailer ; mayor, Sir Kicholaa Moeley, cloth- 
werkcr. 

1600. The 42od, Thomaa Camhell, ironmonger, 
Thomas Smith, haberdasher, William Craven, mer- 
chant.tailor ; mayor. Sir William Rider, haber- 



160Z. The 44th, James Pemberton, goldsmith, 
John SwinertoD, merebuit-tailor ; mayor, Robert 
Lee, merchaDt-lailor. 

ThoB mnch for the cliief and prindpaJ governors 
of this famous city ; of whoeo public eovcmment, 
with the assistance of inferior ofliccrs, their charges 
for keeping of the peace, service of the prince, and 
honour of this city, mucli might have been said, 
and I had thought to have touched more at large ; 
but being informed that a learned gentleman (Jamea 
DalUin, a citizen bom), minded such a labour, and 
promised to perform it, I have forbonie and left 
the aame to his good leisure, but be being now 
lately deceased without finishing any such work (a 
common fault to promise more than to perform), 
and I hear not of any other that tabeth it in hand, 
I hare been divers times minded lo add certain 
chapters lo this book, hut being (by the good plea- 
sure of God) visited with sickneBS, such as my feet 
(which have home me many a mile *) have of late 
years refused, once iu four or five months, to con- 
vey me from my bed to my study, and therefore 
could not do as I would. 

Atlength,rememberingl had long unce gathered 
notes to nave chaptered, am now forced to deliver 
Ihem nnpeifected, and deure the readen to pardon 
me, that want not will to pleasure them. 



More, there is 
learned lawyer, i 
also assistant to the lord mayor : he takelh place in 
comicils and in coorla befut« any man that hath not 
been mayor, aad learnedly delivereth the senlei 
of the whole court. 

Thesherilfs of London, of old time chosen (ratof 
the commonalty, commoners, and oftentimes ni 
came to bealdermen, as many aldermen were ni 
sheriffs, and yet advanced to be mayor, bat of iaie 
(by occasion] the sheriffs bate been made aldenDcn 
before or presently after their election 

Nicholas Faringdon wai never sheriff, yet fonr 
times mayor of this city, and so of other, whid 
reproveth a bye word, such a one will be mayor, u 
be be sheriff, Ac. 

Then is there a chamberlun of Londim. 

A common clerk, or town clerk. 

A common sergeant. 



These be in this city, according to the number of 
wards, twenty-sii aldermen ; whereof yearly, on 
the feaat day of St. Michael the Archangel, one of 
them is elected to be mayor for the year following, 
to beran on the 28th of October : the other alder- 
men, Mb brethreu,are to him asBiBlauts in councils, 
couiis, &c. 

■ There li idDUIblD^ veiy touching in Ihli outlinsX of 
iiatiiT*] tttling. Hid In tli« taut of ploiu mlgnttloD In wUch 
Stow ipe&kJ of thoK aQLctiDna, on ucouiit oT which he 



Id muy s eoM winter nighl'i liaii" 



Sword-bearer, "j 

l^mmon bun , \ esquires, four. 

Common cner, 4 

Water bailifT. } 

Coraner of London. 

Sergeant carvers, three. 

Sergeants of the chamber, three. 

Sergeant of the channel. 

Yeoman of the channel. 

Yeomen of the water side, four. 

Under water-bailiff. 

Yeomen of the chamber, two. 

Meal weighers, three. 

Yeomen of the wood wharfe, too. 

The sword-bearer's man. ^ 

Common hunt's men, two. / „_,„.„„t. „_ 

Common crier's man > 8^"™'"*''^ men. 

Water-bailiffs' men, two. L 

The carver's man. j 

Whereof nine of these have 1 
mayor, viz., the sword-bearer and his man, tl 
three carvers, and the four yeomen of the wab 
side ; all the rest have their liVBrieS from the 
chamber of London. 

Thus for after my notes delivered by an afficer 
of the lord mayor's house, bnt miperfected ; for I 
remember a crowner, an onder-chamberlain, and 
four clerka of the mayor's court, and others. 



M of the lord 



The sherith of London, m the year 1471, were i^i- 
poinled each of them to have sixteen sergeanta, 
every sergeant to have hia yeoman, and ux clerks ; 
to wit, a secondary, a clerk of the papers, and foor 
other clerks, besides the under sheriffs' clerks, 
their stewards, butlers, porters, and other in ho 
hold many. 



To follow precedent of fomer time, the clerks 
companies were to inquire for them of their a 
paoies that would have tin mayor's Uvcry, their 
money as a beneTotence given, which must be 
twenty shillings st the least put in a purve, with 
their names that gave it, and the wardens to de- 
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liver it to the mayor by the first of December ; for 
the which every man had then sent him four yards 
of broad cloth, rowed or striped athwart, with a 
different colour to make him a gown, and these 
were called ray gowns, which was then the livery 
of the mayor, and also of the sheriffs, but each 
differing from others in the colours. 

Of older times I read, that the officers of this 
city wore gowns of party colours, as the right side 
of one colour and the left side of another ; as, for 
example, I read in books of accounts in the Guild- 
hall, that in the 19th year of Henry VI. there was 
bought for an officer^s gown two yards of cloth, 
coloured mustard villars (a colour now out of use), 
and two yards of cloth, coloured blue, price two 
shillings the yard, in all eight shillings. More, paid 
to John Pope, draper, for two gown cloths, eight 
yards of two colours, eux ombo deux de rouge (or red), 
medU buntf and porre (or purple) colour, price the 
yard two shillings *, These gowns were for Piers 
Rider and John Bukles, clerks of the chamber. 

More, I read that in the year 1516, in the 7th of 
Henry VIII., it was agreed by a common council 
in the Guildhall that the sheriffs of London should 
(as they had been accustomed) give yearly rayed 
gowns to the recorder, chamberUin, common ser- 
geant, and common clerk, the sword-bearer, com- 
mon hunt, water-bailiff, common crier, like aa to 
their own offices, &c. 

1525. More, in the 16th of Henry VIII., Sir 
William Bayly, then being mayor, made a request, 
for that clothes of ray (as he alleged) were evil 
wrought, his officers might be permittea (contrary 
to custom) for that year to wear gowns of one co- 
lour ; to the which, in a common council, one 
answered and said, ** Yea, it might be permitted,'* 
and no man said, ** Nay," and so it passed. Thus 
much for party coloured and ray gowns have I 
read : but for benevolence to the mayor, I find 
that of later time that each man giving forty shil- 
lings towards his charges, received four yards of 
broad cloth to make him a gown, for Thomas White 
performed it in the 1st of Queen Manr ; but Sir 
Thomas Lodge gave instead of four yards of brood 
cloth, three yards of satin to make them doublets, 
and since that the three yards of satin b turned 
into a silver spoon, and so it holdetli. 

The days of attendance that the fellowships do 
give to the mayor at his going to Paules were seven, 
as foUoweth : — 

1. Alhallowen day. 

2. Christmasse day. 

3. St. Stephen's day. 

4. St. John's day. 
6. New Year's day. 

6. Twelfth day. 

7. Candlemasse day. 

The 23rd of Hcnrj' VIII., these companies had 
place at the mayor's feast in the Guildhall, in order 
as foUoweth ; I speak by precedent, for I was never 
feast-follower : — 

1. Mercers, the wardens, and seventeen persons, 
five messes. 

2. Grocers, the wardens, and sixteen persons, 
four messes. 

* Strype prints this passage *' if edlep brunt and porrt." 



3. Drapers, the wardens, and twelve persons, 
four messes. 

4. Fishmongers, the Wardens, and twelve per- 
sons, four messes. 

5. Goldsmiths, the wardens, and ten persons, 
three messes. 

6. Skinners, the wardens, and eight persons, 
three messes. 

7. Merchant-tailors, the wardens, and nine per- 
sons, three messes. 

8. Vintners, the wardens, and six persons, two 
messes. 

9. Ironmongers, the wardens, and four persons, 
four messes and a half. 

10. Merchant-haberdashers, the wardens, and 
fourteen persons, four messes and a half. 

11. Sal ten, the wardens, and eight persons, two 
messes and a half. 

12. Dyers, the wardens, and six persons, two 
messes. 

13. Leathersellers, the wardens, and eight per- 
sons, three messes. 

14. Pewterers, the wardens, and five persons, 
two messes. 

15. Cutlers, the wardens and five persons, two 
messes. 

16. Armourers, the wardens and three persons, 
one mess. 

17< Waxchandlers, the wardens and six persons, 
two messes. 

18. Tallow-chandlers, the wardens and three 
persons, two mess^k ' 

19. Shiremen, the wardens and five persons, two 
messes. 

20. Fullers, the wardens and nine persons, two 
messes. 

21. Sadlers, the wardens and four persons, two 
messes. 

22. Brewers, the wardens and twelve persons, 
four messes. 

23. Scriveners, the wardens and six persons, two 
messes. 

24. Butchers, the wardens and seven persons, 
three messes. 

25. Bakers, the wardens and four persons, two 
messes. 

26. Poulterers, the wardens and one person, one 
mess. 

27. Stationers, the wardens and two persons, one 
mess. 

28. Inholders, the wardens and four persons, 
two messes. 

29. Girdlers, the wardens and four persons, two 
messes. 

30. Chirurgeons, the wardens and two persons, 
one mess. 

31. Founders, the wardens and one person, one 
mess. 

32. Barbers, the wardens and four persons, two 
messes. 

No Clothing. Upholders, the wardens and two 
persons, one mess. 

34. Broiderers, the wardens and two persons, 
one mras. 

35. Bowyers, the wardens and two peiBons, one 
mess. 

36. Fletchers, the wardens and two persons, one 
mess. 

No Clothmg. Turners, the wardens and two per- 
sons, one mess. 
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38. Cordwainen, the wardens and four penonsy 
two memes. 

39. Painten-stainen, ifh wardens and five per- 
sons, two messes. 

40. Masonsy the wardens and one person, one 
mess. 

41. PlomberSythe wardens and two persons, one 
mess. 

42. Carpenters, the wardens and four persons, 
two messes. 

43. Pouch-makers, the wardens and two persons, 
one mess. 

44. Joiners, the wardens and two persons, one 
mess. 

45. Coopers, the wardens and one person, one 
mess. 

No Clothing. Glaziers, the wardens and two per- 
sons, one mess. 

No Clothing. Linendrapers, the wardens and two 
persons, one mess. 

No Clothing. Woodmongers, the wardens and two 
persons, one mess. 

49. Curriers, the wardens and two persons, one 
mess. 

No Clothing. Foystors, the wardens and two per- 
sons, one mess. 

No Clothing. Grey Tanners, the wardens and two 
persons, one mess. 

52. Tilers, the wardens and one person, one 
mess. 

A3. Weavers, the wardens and one person, one 
mess. 

64. Blacksmiths, the wardens, and one mess. 

No Clothitig. Lorimars, the wardens and two 
persons, one mess. 

66. Spurriers, the wardens and two persons, one 
mess. 

67. Wiresellers, the wardens and two persons, 
one mess. 

No Clothing. Fruiterers, the wardens and two 
persons, one mess. 

No Clothing. Farriers, the wardens and two per- 
sons, one mess. 

60. Bladesmiths, the wardens and two persons, 
one mess. 

These companies severally, at sundry times, pur- 
chased the king's favour and license by his letters 
patents, to associate themselves in brotherhoods, 
with master and wardens for their government : 
many also have procured corporations, with privi- 
leges, &c. ; but I read not of license by them pro- 
cured for liveries to be worn, but at their govern- 
or's discretion to appoint, as occasion asketh, some 
time in triumphant manner, some time more 
mourning like, and such liveries have they taken 
upon them, as well before, as since they were by 
license associated into brotherhoods, or corpora- 
tions. For the first of these companies that I read 
of to be a guild, brotherhood, or fraternity, in this 
city, were the weavers, whose guild was confirmed 
by Henry II. The next fraternity, which was of 
St John Baptist, time out of mind, called of tailors 
and linen-armourers of London ; I find that King 
Edward I., in the 28th of his reign, confirmed that 
guild by the name of tailors and linen-armourers, 
and gave to the brethren there of authority yearlv 
to choose unto them a governor, or master, with 
wardens, &c. The other companies have since 



purchased license of societies, brotherhoods, or 
corporations, in the reigns of Edward III., Richard 
II., Henry IV., Henry V., Henry VI., and Ed- 
ward IV., &c. 

SOMEWHAT OP LIVERIES WORIf BT CmZENS OP 
LONDON, IN TIME OP TRIUMPHS AND 0THERWAT8. 

1236. The 20th of Henry III, the mayor, alder- 
moo, sheriffs, and citizens of London, rode out to 
meet the king and his new wife. Queen Elianor, 
daughter to Redmond Beringarius of Aragon,earl of 
Provence and Narbone. The citizens were clothed 
in long garments, embroidered about with gold, 
and sUk in divers colours, their horses finely 
trapped, to the number of three hundred and sixty, 
evexT man bearing a golden or silver cup in his 
hand, the king's trumpets before them sounding, 
&c., as ye may read in my Annales. 

1300. The 29th of Edward I., the said king 
took to wife Margaret, sister to Philip Le Beau, 
king of France ; they were married at Canterbury. 
The queen was conveyed to London, against whom 
the citizens to the number of six hundred rode in 
one livery of red and white, with the cognizances 
of their mysteries embroidered upon their sleeves, 
they received her four miles out of London, and so 
conveyed her to Westminster. 

1416. The 3rd of Henry V., the said king arriv- 
ing at Dover, the mayor of London with the alder- 
men and crafts-men riding in red, with hoods red 
and white, met with the king on the Blacke 
hith, coming from Eltham with his prisoners out 
of France. 

1432. The 10th of Henry VI., he being crowned 
in France, returning into E^igland, came to Eltham 
towards London, and the mayor of London, John 
Welles, the aldermen, with the commonality, rode 
against him on horseback, the mayor in crimson 
velvet, a great velvet hat furred, a girdle of gold 
about his middle, and a bawdrike of gold about his 
neck trilling down behind him, his three henxemen, 
on three great coursers following him, in one suit 
of red, all spangled in silver, then the aldermen 
in gowns of scarlet, with sanguine hoods, and all 
the commonality of the city clothed in white 
gowns, and scarlet hoods, with divers cognizances 
embroidered on their sleeves, &c. 

1486. The 1st of Henry VII., the mayor, alder- 
men, sheriffs, and • commonality, all clothed in 
violet, (as in a mourning colour) met the king at 
Shorditch, and conveyed him to Powles church, 
where he offered his banners *. 

Thus much for liveries of citizens in ancient 
times, both in triumphs and otherwise, may suffice, 
whereby may be observed, that the coverture of 
men's heads was then hoods, for neither cap nor hat 
is spoken of, except that John Welles mayor of 
London to wear a hat in time of triumph, but dif- 
fering from the hats lately taken in use, and now 

* Strype adds, '* taken at the victory of Boiwarth over 
Richard HI." 

A remnant of thia cnttoqn, which ezhihita a remarkable 
combination of the principles of religion with ttie observances 
of chivalry, still obtains. Bf any of the readers of this volume 
may remember the ceremony with which the "Eagla" won 
from Buonaparte during the war, were fhrni time to time 
deposited at Whitehall, as trophies of the genius of Welling- 
ton, and the gallantry of the British army, and of thankful- 
ness to the God of battles. 
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commonly worn for noblemen's liveries. I read 
that Thomas earl of Lancaster in the reign of 
Edward II. gave at Christmas in liveries, to such 
as served him, a hmidred and fifty-nine broad 
doaths, allowing to every garment fun to fur their 
hoods : more near our time, there yet remaineth 
the counterfeits and pictures of aldermen, and 
others that lived in the reigns of Henry VI. and 
Edward IV., namely aldermen Darby dwelling in 
Fenchurch street, over against the parish Church 
of St Diones, left his picture, as of an alderman, 
in a gown of scarlet on his back, a hood on his 
head, &c., as is in that house (and elsewhere) to 
be seen : for a further monument of those late 
times, men may behold the glass windows of the 
mayor's court in the Guild&ll above the stairs, 
the mayor is there pictured sitting in habit, party- 
cokmred, and a hood cm his head, his swordbearer 
before him with a hat or cap of maintenance : the 
eonmion clerk, and other o£Scers bare-headed, their 
hoods on their shoulders ; and therefore I take it, 
that the use of square bonnets worn by noblemen, 
gentlemeiiy citixens, and others, took beginning in 
this realm by Henry VII. and in his time, and of 
farther antiquity, I can see no counterfeit or other 
proof Off nse. Henry VI II. (towards his latter reign) 
wore a round flat cap of scarlet or of velvet, wiw a 
bmeh or jewel, and a feather ; divers gentlemen, 
eourtiers, and others, did the like. The youthful 
dtuens also took them to the new fashion of flat 
capi^ knit of woollen yam black, but so light, that 
they were obliged to tie them under their chins, 
for else the wind would be master over them. 
The use of these flat round caps so far increased 
(being at less price than the French bonnet) that 
in abort time young aldermen took the weanng of 
them ; ^ John White wore it in his mayonuty. 



and was the first that left example to his follewers ; 
but now the Spanish felt, or the like counterfeit, 
is most conunonly of Ul men both spuitual and 
temporal taken to use, so that the French bonnet 
or square cap, and also the round or flat cap, 
have for the most part given place to the Spanish 
felt ; but yet in London amongst the graver sort^ 
(I mean the liveries of companies) remaineth a 
memory of the hoods of old time worn by their 
predecessors : these hoods were worn, the round- 
lets upon their heads, the skirts to hang behind 
in their necks to keep them warm, the tippet to 
lie on their shoulder, or to wind about their necks, 
these hoods were of old time made in colours ac- 
cording to their gowns, which were of two colours, 
as red and blue, or red and puiple, murrey, or as 
it pleased their masters and waridens to appoint to 
the companies ; but now of Ute time, they have 
used their gowns to be all of one colour, and those 
of the saddest^ but their hoods being made the one 
half of the same doth their gowns l^ of, the other 
half remaineth red as of old time. And so I end, 
as wanting time to travel further in this work. 

Now since that I have given yon an outward 
view of this dty, it shall not be impertinent to let 
you take an insight also of the same, such as a 
Londoner bom discoursed about twenty years gone, 
for answer (as it seemeth,) to some objections that 
then were made against the growing greatness 
thereof. The author gave it me, and uierefore, 
howsoever I conceal his name, (which itself pre- 
tendeth not) 1 think I may without his offence 
impart it to others, that they may take pleasure in 
the reading, as I doubt not but he did in the 
writing. Long may they (that list) envy, and long 
may we and our posterity enjoy the good estate of 
this city. 
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Cities and well-peopled places be called Oppida, 
in Latin ; either o^ ope danda, or ab opiinUf or ah 
opponendo te hostUmt, They be named also CivUates 
a eoeundo, and urbetf either of the word urbare^ be- 
cause the first inclosure of them was described 
with the draught of a plough, or else ab orbe, for 
the round compass that they at the first had. 

In the Greek a city is termed 7r6Xic, either of the 
word irdKii^fmvUtLt, or of troXcTvoi xoXivfov*, idetit, 
habUare, alere^gubemare. 

In the Saxon (or old English) sometimes Tun, 
which we now call town, derived of the word Ty- 
nan, to inclose or t^ne, as some yet speak. But 
forasmuch as that word was proper to every village 
and inclosed dwelling, therefore our ancestors called 
their walled towns Burh or Byrg, and we now 
Bury and Borough, of the Greek word Trvpyof (as I 
think), which signifieth a tower or a high building. 

The walls of these towns had their name of vm- 
lum^ because at the first they were but of that earth 
which was cast out of the trench, or ditch, where- 
with they were environed. But afterwai*d, being 
made of matter more fit for defence, they were 
named a muniendo mcenia. By the etymology of 
these names, it may appear that common weals, 
cities, and towns, were at the first invented, to the 
end that men might lead a civil life amongst them- 
selves, and be saved harmless against their ene- 
mies ; whereupon Plato saith, ^ ClvUaUs ab initio 
utUitatit causa corutitutm tutuy Aristotle, 1. Politi- 
corum, 2. saith, ^ Civitas a naJtura profecta est : 
homo enim animal aptum est ad ocetus, et proinde ci- 
vitatis origo ad viuendum, inditutio ad bene viuendum 
referiur*^ And Cicero, l%b, prima de Intentione, in 
the beginning, saith, ** FuU quoddam tempus cum in 
agris homines passim bestiarum more vagoJoantury ^c, 
quo quidem tempore, quidam {tnagnus, viz. vir et sa- 
piens) dispersos homines in agris, et teetis sUvestribus 
abditos, ratione quadam comprdit in unum locum, at- 
que eos in unamquamq ; rem induxit utilem et hones- 
tarn. Urbibus tero constitutis fdem cdere, etjustitiam 

* Sic in Stow ; Stiype corrects it into woXtim. 



retinere discebant, et aliis parere sua 9oluntat€ eonsu- 
escebant,** &c. The same man discourseth notably 
to the same efifect in his Oration ProSestio, a little 
after the midst thereof, showing that in the life Of 
men dispersed, vis, b^ireth all the sway ; but in 
the civil life, arf is better maintained, &c. This 
thing well saw King William the Conqueror, who 
in his laws, fol. 125, saith *, " Burgi et dvitaiesfim' 
data, et edi/ieata sunt, ad tuitionan gentium et popu' 
lorum Regni, et idcirco observari dtbeni cum onutt 
libertate, integrilate et ratione." And his predeces- 
sors. King Ethelstane and King Canutua, in their 
laws, fol. 62 and 106, had commanded thus : ^ Op- 
pida instaurantur," &c. 

Seeing, therefore, that as Cicero, 2. Ofidor. saith, 
**Proxime et secundum Deos, homines honumbus 
mojtime utiles esse possunt ;'* and that men are con- 
gregated mto cities and commonwealths for hcmeety 
and utility's sake, these shortly be the commodities 
that do come by cities, commonalties, and corpora- 
tions. First, men by this nearness of conversation 
are withdrawn from barbarous feritie and force to a 
certain mildness of manners, and to humanity and 
justice ; whereby they are contented to give and 
take right, to and from their equals and mferiors, 
and to hear and obey their heads and superiors. 
Also the doctrine of God is more fitly delivered, 
and the discipline thereof more aptly to be exe- 
cuted, in peopled towns than abroad, by reason of 
the fiicility of common and often assembling ; and 
consequently such inhabitants be better managed 
in order, and better instructed in wisdom : whereof 
it came to pass, that at the first, they that excelled 
others this way, were called astuti, of the Greek 

* The following more correct reading of this passage is 
taken from the valuable collection of Ancient Laws and In- 
sUtuiet of England, edited for the Record Commission hjr 
Benjamin Thorpe, Esq., F.S.A. 

" £t ideo Castella et btu^ et civitates site sunt, et ftindAte 
et edificate, scilicet, ad tuicionem gentium et populomm 
regni et ad defensionem regni, et idcirco observari debent 
cum omni libertate et iotegritate et radone." (Vol. I. p. 
492-3. 8vo edition.) 



Aa Apology tot the dty of 
Landon. 



STOWS SURVEY OF LONDON. 



An Apology for the dty of 
IxNMloa. 



201 



word d^rv, which agnifieth a dtv, ahboogfa the term 
be now declined to the wont part, and do betoken 
evil, eren aa tyranmutj tofAUtOj and some soch other 
ori^uially good words are falkn ; and hereof also 
good behaviour is yet called •rixtmita*, because it is 
rather foond in cities than elsewhere. In some, by 
often hearing men be better persuaded in religion, 
and for that they live in the eyes of others, they be 
by example the more easily trained to justice, and 
by shameiastness restrained from injury. 

And whereas comm<Hi wealths and kingdoms can- 
not have, next after God, any sorer foundation than 
the love and good-will of one man towards another, 
that also is closely bred and maintained in cities, 
where men by mutual society and eompanying to- 
gether, do grow to alliances, commooaltaes, and 
corporations. 

The liberal sciences and learnings of all sorts, 
which be lutmina reipubliea, do flournh only in peo- 
pled towns ; without the which a realm is in no 
better case than a man that lacketh both his eyes. 

Mantial arts, or handicrafts, as they haTe for the 
most part been invented in towns and cities, so 
they cannot any where else be either maintahied 
«r amended. The like is to be said of merchandize, 
under which name 1 compr^iend all manner of 
buying, selling, bartering, exchanging, coomiimi- 
cating of thinss that men need to and fro. Wealth 
and riches, which are truly called mAmdia hdlij <C 
armnnmaUa paeuj are increased chiefly in towns miA 
citaes both to the prince and people. 

The necessity of the poor and needy is in soch 
places both sooner to be enried, and h^ means to 
be more charitably rehered. 

The places themselves be surer r e fuges in all 
extremities of foreign invasiun, and the inhabitants 
be a ready hand and strength of men, with mimi- 
tioa to oppress intestine section. 

Moreover, farumuch as the force of the wars 
ot our time eonsisteth diiefly in shot, all other sol- 
diers being either horsemen or footmen, armed on 
land, or mariners at theses, it seemeth tome that 
riti i ^i i s and townsmen be as fit to be employed in 
any of these services, that on horseback only ex- 
cepted, as the inhabitants that be drawn out of the 



IS these societies and aasem- 
bfies of Wftm m cities and great towns are a ooo- 
HbbbI bridle against tyranny, whidi was the cause 
ikaM, Tarqinin, Nero, Diooysius, and such others^ 
haw always sought to weaken them : so, being 
wdl tempoed, tlKy are a strong fort and bulwark, 
■oC only in the aristocracy, but also in the lawful 
kingdoui or Just royal^. 

At eaee the propa^Uian of rdigion, the execn- 
Hm «r good poliey, the exercise of charity, and the 
ktmet «f the eomitry, is best performed by towns 
ad cities ; and this dvfl life approacheth nearest 
tithedtaipeor that mystical body whereof Christ 
iithe head, and men be the members ; whereupon 
fcithatth e first, that man of God Moses, in the 
•iBBSBwcaU of the Israelites, and the govemon 
^ y* rii ilrifi, m an ages since, hare continnaUv 
mimmmd the ssme ; and to change it were no. 

^*** *;*to metamorphose the worid, and to 
■ika wfli Wasts of reasonable men. To stand 
lit were,ta re mom dmbioj ufi omri^^i^ 
and therefore I wiU come to Loo« 



Tus sinGCLimrnES op thk citt op loxdox. 

r 

Whatsoevke is said of cities generally, maketh 
also for London qiecially : howbett, these things are 
particulariy for our fmrpose to be considered in it. 
The situation ; the former estimation that it hath 
had ; the service that it hath done ; the present 
estate and govenmient of it, and such benefits as do 
grow to the realm by the maintenance thereof. 

This realm hath only three principal rivers, 
whereon a royal atj may well be situated : Trent, 
in the north, Severn in the south-west, and Thames 
in the south-east ; of the which Thames, both for 
the straight course in length reacheth furthest into 
the belly of the land, and for the breadth and stiU- 
ness of the water is most navigable up and down 
the stream ; by reason whereof LondMi, standing 
almost in the middle of that course, is more com- 
modiously served with provisi<« of necessaries than 
any town standing uptm the other two rivers can 
be, and doth also more easily communicate to the 
rest of the realm the commodities of her own inter- 
course and trafSc 

This river openeth indifferently uptm France and 
Flanders, our mightiest neighboinB, to whose doings 
we ought to hare a bent eye and special regsjrd ; 
and tUs dty standeth themm in such convenient 
distance from the sea, as it is not only near enough 
for intelligence of the aCEurs of those princes, and 
for the resistanee of their attempts, but also suffi- 
ciently removed firom the fear of any sudden dan- 
gers that may be offered by them ; whereas for the 
prince of this realm to dwell uptm Trent were to 
turn his back or blind ade to his most dai^erous 
barderers ; and for him to rest and dweO upon 
Severn were to be shut up in a enmbenome eomer, 
which opeoeth but upon Ireland only, a place of 
much less importance. 

Ndther ecmld London be pitdied so commo- 
diously upon any other part of the same rirer of 
Thames as whoe it now standeth ; for if it 



removed more to the west it should lose the benefit 
of the ebbing and flowing, and if it were seated 
more towards the east it should be nearer to danger 
of the enemy, and further both from the good air 
and from doing good to the inner parts of the 
reafan ; neither may I omit that nooe other place 
IB so plentifully watered with springs as London is^ 

And whereas, amongst other things, com and j 
cattle, hay and fuel, be of great mnj B siij ; of the ; 
which cattle may be driven frvoi afor, and com j 
m^y easily be trmpcvted. But hay and foitL beis^ > 
of greater b«Ik and burthen, must be at hand : 
ocly Lcndoou by the bcsefit of this sitnataon and \ 
river, may be'sufficientlT served therewith. In ■ 
which rvspect an aUermm of London reaaonably ! 
(aa me thonght) affinaed. that ahhongh London | 
la dl ed great nourishaMatt by the rtaidcnce of the 
pnnce« the repair «f the par&aKnt and conrts of ; 
i«tic«, yvt it tawd princqaUy by the advantage of 
the atnaiMn uiwn the itrer ; for when, as en a 
time, 11 WW ti.4d him bv a ccMorticr ^at Qaeen 
MarT,inherd»{4<«mv*agaiBit UwlMuhad a|>- 
pointed li» Tv«k>vY with the parusavnt 
to Oxford, thb phMi msn dewan»Wd « 
m««M al»> tv>ditYn the riv*rof naasea fc>«Lan. 
diMk«r»»! andwWntWgvMVnaaahaii 
"•N^s,^ -^TVik" ^««ai Ae ■^ ' ■ -" * 
fEW^^KY slaH 4»w«4I 
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soever become of the term and parliament." I 
myself being then a young scholar at Oxford, did 
see great preparation made towards that term and 
parliament, and do well remember that the com- 
mon opinion and voice was, that they were not 
holden there, because provision of hay could not be 
made in all the country to serve for ten whole days 
together, and yet is that quarter plentifully stored 
with hay for the proportion of the shire itsell 

For proof of the ancient estimation of London, 
I will not use the authority of the British history, 
nor of such as follow it, (although some hold it cre- 
dible enough that London was first Trinobantum 
eitnias, or Troja nova, that famous city in our his- 
tories, and then Ludstoune, and by corruption Lon- 
don, as they report,) because they be not of suffi- 
cient force to draw the gainsayers. Neither will I 
stand much upon that honourable testimony which 
Gervas. Tilburiens. giveth to London in his book, 
De Otiis ImperialUnu *, saying thus, concerning the 
blessing of God towards it : — *^ In Urbe London, ex- 
oeptione kabet dimU^um id per omnet cequi genUt 
Lucani proeerbium : 

*' Invida fatorum leries lummiique negatum 
Stare diu. 

^ Nam ea annis 354 ante JRomam condita nunquam 
amisit principaium, nee hello oontumpta ed,** 

But I will rather use the credit of one or two 
ancient foreign writers, and then descend to latter 
histories. Cornel. Tacitus, lib. 4. Annal., saith, 
** Londinum copia negociatorumy et comeatu nuuime 
eelebrit,** and Herodian, in the Life of Severus the 
emperor, saith, " Londinum urbe magna et opuUnta." 
Beda, lib. Ecclesiastic. 10. chap. 29, showeth that 
Pope Gregory appointed two archbishops* sees in 
England, the one at London, the other at York. 
King Ethebtane, in his laws, appointing how many 
mint-masters should be in each city, allotteth eisht 
to London f , and not so many to any other city. The 
penner of those laws, that are said to be made by 
Edward the Confessor, and confirmed by William 
the Conqueror, saith, ** London ett caput Regniy et 
Legum,** King Henry I., in the third chapter of 
his Laws, commandetn that no citizen of London 
should be amerced above one hundred shillings for 
any pecuniary pain t» The great charter of Eng- 
land, that Helena for which there was so long and 
BO great war and contention, in the ninth chapter, 
saith, '' Cimiat London, habeat omnet mtat Libertatee 
antiqua$f* &c. About the time of King John Lon- 
don was reputed ^ regni firmata Columna,** as Alex- 
ander Neckham writeth ; and in the beginning of 
the reign of Richard II. it was called ** Camera 
regis" as Thomas Walsingham reporteth. I pass 
over the recital of the Saxon charter of King Wil- 

* Genrase of TlUmry was a nephew of Henry II. of Eng- 
land. His work, entitled Oiia Imperialiat is addressed to the 
Emperor Otho IV., and contains his Commentarim* de regnU 
Imperatorum Romanorum, his Mundi DewripUo, and hia 
Traetatus de Mirabilibut Mundi. 

t See Thorpe's Ancient Laws and Jtutitutes of Bnglandf 
I. p. 206. 

X This enactment is contained in the charter granted by 
Henry I., confirmatory of the Laws of Edward the Confes- 
sor. Vide Ancient Lawt and InsMmies of England, I. p. 
503. 



liam the Conqueror, the Latin charter of Heniy I* 
and II., of Richard I., of John, and of Edward 1,, 
all which gave unto the citizens of London great 
privileges, and of Edward III., who reciting aU the 
grants of his predecessors, not only confirmed but 
also increased the same, and of the Utter kings, 
who have likewise added many things thereunto. 
Only I wish to be noted by them, that during all 
this time, all those wise and politic princes nave 
thought it fit, not only to maintain London in such 
plight as they found it, but also to adorn, increase, 
and amplify it with singular tokens of tlieir liberal 
favour and good liking. And whether there be not 
now the same or greater causes to draw the like, or 
better estimation and cherishing, let any man be 
judge, that will take the pains to compare the pre- 
sent estate of London, yet still growing to better, 
with the former condition of the same. 

It were too much to recite particularly the mar- 
tial services that this city hath done firom time to 
time ; neither do I think that they be all committed 
to writing ; only for a taste, as it were, I will note 
these few following. 

Almost sixty years before the Conquest a huge 
army of the Danes (whereof King Sweyne was the 
leader) besieged King Etheldred in London (than 
the which, as the story saith, then he had none 
other refuge), but they were numfully repulsed, 
and a great number of them slain. 

After the death of this Sweyne, his son Canutna 
(afterward king of England) besieged Loudon, both 
by land and water ; but after much labour, finding 
it impregnable, he departed ; and in the same jenr 
repairing his forces, he girded it with a new nege, 
in the which the citizens so defended themselves, 
and offended him, that in the end he went away 
with shame. 

In the dissension that arose between King Ed- 
ward the Confessor and his father-in-law, Earl 
Groodwin (which was the mightiest subject withm 
this land l^at ever I have r^td of^, the earl with a 
great army came to London, and was for all that 
by the countenance of the citizens resisted, till such 
timeaa the nobility made reconciliation betweoi 
them. About seventy years after the Conquest^ 
Maude, tiie empress, made war upon King St^hen 
for the right of the crown, and had taken his per- 
son prisoner ; but, by the strength and assistance 
of the Londoners and Kentishmen, Maude was pot 
to flight at Winchester, and her brother Robert, 
then earl of Gloucester, was taken in exchange^ for 
whom King Stephen was delivered : I dispute not 
whose right was better, but I avouch the serrioe, 
seeing Stephen was in possession. 

The history of William Walworth, the mayor of 
London, is well known ; by whose manhood and 
policy the person of King Richard II. was rescued, 
the city saved, Wat Tiler killed, and all his strag- 
lers discomfited ; in reward of which servioe, the 
mayor and other aldermen were knighted. 

Jack Cade also having discomfited the king's 
army that was sent against him, came to London, 
and was there manfully and with long fight resisted, 
until that by the good policy of the citizens his 
company was dispersed. 

Fmally, in the 10th year of the reign of King 
Edward IV., and not many days before the death 
of Henry YI., Thomas Nevill, commonly called 
the bastard of Fauconbridge, armed a great com- 
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pany against the king, and being denied passage 
through London, he assaulted it on divers parts ; 
but he was repulsed by the citizens, and chased as 
far as Stratford, with the loss of a great many. 

Thus much of certain their principal and per- 
sonal services in war only, for it were infinite to 
repeat the particular aids of men and money which 
London hath ministered ; and I had rather to 
leave it to be conjectured at, by comparison to be 
made between it and other cities, whereof I will 
give you this one note for an example. In the 12th 
year of the reign of King Edward IL, it was or- 
dered by parliament that every city of the reahn 
should make out soldiers against the Scots ; at 
which time London was appointed to send two 
hundred men, and Canterbury, being then one of 
our best cities, forty, and no more : and this pro- 
portion of five to one is now in our age increased, 
at the least five to one, both in soldiers and subsidv. 
As for the other services that London hath done m 
times of peace, they are to be measured by con- 
sideration of the commodities, whereof I will speak 
anon. In the mean season, let the estate and go- 
vernment of this city be considered, to the end that 
it may appear that it standeth well with the policy 
of the realm. 

Csesar, in his Commentaries, is witness, that in 
his time the cities of Britain had large territories 
annexed unto them, and were several estates of 
themselves, governed by particular kings, or po- 
tentates, as in Italy and Germanyyet be ; and that 
Mandubratius was king of the TrinobantSy whose 
chief city London ia taken to have been. And I 
find not that this government was altered either by 
Csesar or his successors, notwithstanding that the 
country became tributary unto them : but that it 
continued until at lengtli the Britons themselves 
reduced all their peoples into one monarchy ; how- 
beit, that lasted not any long season, for upon Vor- 
tiger their king came the Saxons our ancestors, 
and they drave the Britons into Wales, Cornwall, 
and Bretagne in France, and in process of war di- 
vided the country amongst themselves into an hep- 
tarchy, or seven kingdoms ; of the which one was 
called the kingdom of the E^t Saxons, which 
having in manner the same limits that the bishop- 
ric of London now enjoyeth, contained Essex, Mid- 
dlesex, and a part of Hertfordshire, and so included 
London. Again, it appearoth, that in course of 
time, and about eight hundred years after Christ, 
Egbert (then king of the West Saxons), mt pitoei 
mtpe nUnutos magntu corned, overcame the rest of 
the kings, and once more erected a monarchy ; the 
which till the coming in of the Normans, and from 
thence even hitherto hath continued. 

Now I doubt not (whatsoever London was in the 
time of Csesar), but that under the heptarchy and 
monarchy it hath been a subject, and no free city, 
though happily endowed with some large privileges, 
for King William the Conqueror found a portreeve 
there, whose name was Godfrey (by which name 
he greeteth him in his Saxon Charter), and his 
office was none other than the charge of a bailiff or 
reeve, as by the self-same name continuing yet in 
Gravesend, and certain other places, may well ap- 
pear: but the Frenchmen, using their own lan- 
guage, called him sometime a provost and some- 
time a bailiff : whatsoever his name and office were, 
he was perpetuus magidrcUus, given by the prince. 



and not chosen by the citizens, as it seemeth ; for 
what time King Richard L needed money towards 
his expedition in the Holy Land, they first pur- 
chased of him the liberty to choose yearly from 
amongst themselves two bailiffs ; and King John, 
his successor, at their like suit, changed their bu- 
liffs into a mayor and two sheriffs. To these Henry 
III. added aldermen, at the first eligible yearly, 
but afterward by King Edward III. made per- 
petual magistrates and justices of the peace within 
their wanb, in which plight of government it pre- 
sently standeth. This, shortly as I could, is the 
historical and outward estate of London ; now 
come I to the inward pith and substance. 

The estate of this city is to be examined by the 
quantity and by the quality. 

The quantity therefore consisteth in the number 
of the citizens, which is very great, and far ex- 
ceedeth the proportion of Hippodamus, which ap- 
pointed ten thousand, and of others which have 
set down other numbers, as meet stintes in their 
opinions to be well governed ; but yet seeing both 
reason and experience have freed us f^m the law 
of any definite number, so that other things be ob- 
servcKl, let that be admitted : neither is London, I 
fear me, so great as populous ; for well saith one, 
** NoH idem ed magna eivUas et fre^iuena, magna ett 
enim qua muUot habet qui arma ferre potmni :** 
whatsoever the number be, it breedeth no fear of 
sedition ; forasmuch as the same consisteth not 
in the extremes, but in a very mediocrity of wealth 
and riches, as it shall better appear anon. 

And if the causes of English rebellions be 
searched out, they shall be found in effect to be 
these twain, ambition and covetousness ; of which 
the first reigneth in the minds of high and noble 
personages, or of such others as seek to be gra- 
cious and popular, and have robbed the hearts of 
the multitude ; whereas in London, if any where 
in the world, hono§ vere onu$ ed, and every man 
rather shunneth than seeketh the mayoralty, which 
is the beet mark amongst them ; neither hath there 
been any strong faction, nor any man more popular 
than the rest, forasmuch as the government is by a 
pattern, as it were, and always the same, how often 
soever they change theur magistrate. Covetous- 
ness, that other sire of sedition, possesseth the 
miserable and needy sort, and such as be naughty 
packs, nnthrifts, which although it cannot be 
chosen, but that in a frequent city as London is, 
there shall be found many, yet bear they not any 
great sway, seeing the multitude and most part 
there is of a competent wealth, and earnestly bent 
to honest labour. I confess that London is a 
mighty arm and instrument to bring any great de- 
sire to effect, if it may be known to a man's devo- 
tion ; whereof also there want not examples in the 
English history. But forasmuch as the same is, 
by the like reason, serviceable and meet to impeach 
any disloyal attempt, let it rather be well governed 
than evil liked therefore ; for it shall appear anon, 
that as London hath adhered to some rebellions, 
so hath it resisted many, and was never the author 
of any one. The quality of this city consisteth 
either in the law and government thereof, or in the 
degrees and condition of the citizens, or in their 
strength and riches. 

It IS besides the pnrpose to dispute, whether the 
estate of the govemment here be a democracy or 
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aristocracy ; for whatever it be, being considered 
in itself, certain it is, that in respect of the whole 
realm, London is but a citizen and no city, a sub- 
ject and no free estate, an obedienciary and no 
place endowed with any distinct or absolute power ; 
for it is governed by the same law that the rest of 
the realm is, both in causes criminal and civil, a 
few customs only excepted, which also are to be 
adjudged or forejudged by the common law. And 
in the assembly of the estates of our realm (which 
we call parliament) they are but a member of the 
commonalty, and send two burgesses for their city, 
as every poor borough doth, and two knights for 
their county, as every other shire doth ; and are as 
straitly bound by such laws as any part of tlie 
realm is, for if contribution in subsidy of money to 
the prince be decreed, the Londoners have none 
exemption ; no, not so much as to assess them- 
selves, for the prince doth appoint the commis- 
sioners. 

If soldiers must be mustered, Londoners have 
no law to keep themselves at home ; if provision 
for the prince's household be to be made, their 
goods are not privileged. In sum, therefore, the 
government of London differeth not in substance, 
but in ceremony, from the rest of the realm, as, 
namely, in the names and choice of their officers, 
and in their guilds and fraternities, established for 
the maintenance of handicrafts and labourers, and 
for equity and good order to be kept in buying and 
selling. And yet in these also are they to be con- 
trolled by the general law ; for by the statutes, 28 
Edward III. chap. 10, and 1 Henry IV. chap. 15, 
the points of their misgovemment are inquirable 
by the inhabitanto of the foreign shires adjoining, 
and punishable by such justiciars as the prince 
shall thereunto depute : to conclude, therefore, the 
estate of London, for government, is so agreeable a 
symphony with the rest, that there is no fear of 
dangerous discord to ensue thereby. 

The multitude (or whole body) of this populous 
city is two ways to be considei^ed, generally and 
specially : generally, they be natural subjects, a 
part of the commons of this realm, and are by birth 
for the most part a mixture of all countries of the 
same ; by blood gentlemen, yeomen, and of the 
basest sort, without distinction, and by profession 
busy bees, and travailers for their living in the 
hive of this commonwealth ; but specially consi- 
dered, they consist of these three parts, — merchants, 
handicraftsmen, and labourers. 

Merchandise is also divided into these three 
sorts, — navigation, by the which merchandizes are 
brought, and carried in and out over the seas ; in- 
vection, by the which commodities are gathered 
into the city, and dispersed from thence mto the 
country by land and negotiation, which I may call 
the keeping of a retailing or standing shop. In 
common speech, they of the first sort be called 
merchants, and both the other retailers. 

Handicraftsmen be those which do exercise 
such arts as require both labour and cunning, as 
goldsmiths, tailors, and haberdashers, skinners, &c. 

Labourers and hirelings I call those quorum opcrcg 
non artes emuntur, as Tullie saith ; of wliich sort be 
porters, carmen, watermen, &c. 

Again, these three sorts may be considered, 
either in respect of their wealth or number : in 
wealth, merchants and some of the chief retailers 
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have the first place ; the most part of retailers and 
all artificers the second or mean place ; and hire- 
lings the lowest room : but in number they of the 
middle place be first, and do far exceed both the 
rest ; hirelings be next, and merchants b»the last. 
Now, out of this, that the estate of London, in the 
persons of the citizens, is so friendly interlaced, 
and knit in league with the rest of the realm, not 
only at their beginning by birth and blood, as I 
have showed, but also very commonly at their end- 
ing by life and conversation, for that merchanto 
and rich men (being satisfied with gainj do for the 
most part marry their children into the country, 
and convey themselves, after Cicero's counsel, 
" Vduti exportu in agro$ et fjoaeuwma :" I do infer 
that there is not only no danger towards the com- 
mon quiet thereby, but also great occasion and 
cause of good love and amity. Out of this, that 
they be generally bent to travel, and do fly poverty, 
"Per mare, per 9axa,per igms,** as the poet saith : 
I draw hope that they shall escape tne note of 
many vices which idle people do fall into. And 
out of this, that they be a great multitude, and that 
yet the greatest part of them be neither too rich 
nor too poor, but do live in the mediocrity, I con- 
clude with Aristotle, that the prince needeth not 
to fear sedition by them, for thus saith he : " Mag- 
ncB urbet tnagit sunt a tedUione lihercBf quod in eit 
domifutur mediocritoi ; nam in partis nuul medium 
egt, tunt enim omnes net pauperes nd opulenti," I am 
now to come to the strength and power of this 
city, which consisteth partly in the number of the 
citizens themselves, whereof I have spoken before, 
partly in their riches, and in their warlike furni- 
ture ; for as touching the strength of the place 
itself, that is apparent to the eye, and therefore is 
not to be treated of. 

The wealth and warlike furniture of London is 
either public or private, and no doubt the common 
treasure cannot be much there, seeing that the 
revenue which they have hardly sufficetn to main- 
tain their bridge and conduits, and to pay their 
officers and servants. Their toll doth not any 
more than pay their fee farm, that they pay to the 
prince. Their issues for default of appearances be 
never levied, and the profits of their courts of jus- 
tice do go to particular men's hands. Arguments 
hereof be these two : one, that they can do nothing 
of extraordinary charge without a general contri- 
bution ; another, that they have suffered such as 
have borne the chief office amongst them, and 
were become bankrupt, to depart the dty without 
relief, which I think they neither would nor could 
have done, if the common treasure had sufficed to 
cover their shame ; hereof therefore we need not be 
afraid. The public armour and munition of this 
city remaineth in the halls of the companies, as it 
doth throughout the whole realm, for a great part 
in the parish churches ; neither is that kept toge- 
ther, but only for obedience to the law, which oom- 
mandeth it, and therefore if that threaten danger 
to the estate, it may by another law be taken from 
them, and committed to a more safe armoury. 

The private riches of London resteth chiefly in 
the hands of the merchants and retailers, for arti- 
ficers have not much to spare, and labourers have 
need that it were given unto them. Now how ne- 
cessary and serviceable the estate of merchandise 
is to this realm, it may partly appear by the prac- 
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tice of that peaceable, politic, and rich prince, 
King Henry VII., of whom PoUdore (writing his 
life) sayeth thus : ^ Mrreatora UU mrpenumero pe- 
immia multa data groUuiU jmraUu, mt mrreatmra an 
una omnium emnctii ctquf moiitdUms turn commoda, 
turn neeestaria, in nto ntjno eop'wfiorcnft." But chiefly 
by the inestimable commodities that grow thereby : 
for who knoweth not that we ha%'e extreme n^d 
of many things, u hereof foreign countries have 
great store, and that we may spare many things 
whereof they have need : or who is ignorant of 
this, that we have no mines of silver or gold within 
our realm, so that the increase of our coin and 
bullion Cometh from elsewhere ; and yet neverthe- 
less we be both fed, clad, and otherwise served 
with foreign commodities and delights, as plentiful 
as with our domestical ; which thing cometh to 
pass by the mean of merchandise only, which im- 
porteth necessaries from other countries, and ex- 
porteth the superfluities of our own. 

For seeing we have no way to increase our trea- 
sure by mines of gold or silver at home, and can 
have nothing without money or ware from other 
countries abroad, it followeth necessarily, that if 
we follow the counsel of that good old husband, 
Marcus Cato, saying, ^ Oport^t pairemfamilku ven- 
dacem «tK, non fmactmy* and do carry more com- 
modities in value over the seas than we bring 
hither from thence, that then the realm shall re- 
ceive that overplus in money ; but if we bring 
from beyond the seas mercluuidise of more value 
tlian that which we do send over may countervail, 
then the realm payeth for that overplus in ready 
money, and consequently is a loser by that ill 
husbandry ; and therefore in this part great and 
heedful regard must be had that symmetry and due 
proportion be kept, lest otherwise either the realm 
be defrauded of her treasure, or the subjects cor- 
rupted in vanity, by excessive importation of super- 
fluous and needless merchandise, or else that we 
feel penury, even in our greatest plenty and store, 
by immoderate exportation of our own needful 
commodities. 

Other the beneflts that merchandise bringeth shall 
hereafter appear in the general recital of the commo- 
dities that come by London ; and therefore it rest- 
eth that I speak a word of retailers, and finally show 
that much good ^weth by them both. The chief 
part of retailing is but a handmaid to merchandise, 
dispersing by piecemeal that which the merchant 
bringeth m gross ; of which trade be mercers, vint- 
ners, haberdashers, ironmongers, milliners, and all 
such as sell wares growing or made beyond the 
seas ; and therefore so long as merchandise itself 
shall be profitable, and such proportion kept as 
neither we lose our treasure thereby, nor be cloyed 
with unnecessary foreign wares, this kind of re- 
tailing is to be retained also. 

Now that merchants and retailers of London be 
very rich and great, it is so far from any harm, that 
it is a thing both praiseworthy and profitable ; for 
** Mereatura (suth Cicero), n tenuis ed, tordida tm- 
tanda at ; tin magnaed et eopio$a,nonettvituperanaa,** 
And truly merchants and retailers do not alto- 
gether inttu eamre, and profit themselves only, 
ror the prince and realm both are enriched by 
, their riches : the realm winneth treasure, if their 
j trade be so moderated by authority that it break 
not proportion, and they besides bear a good 



fleece, which the prince may shear when he seeth 
good. 

But here, before I conclude this part, 1 have 
shortly to answer the accusation of those men, 
which charge London with the loss and decay of 
many (or most) of the ancient cities, corporate 
towns, and markets within this realm, by dnwing 
from them to herself alone, say they, both all trade 
of traffic by sea, and the retailing of wares and 
exercise of manual arts also. Touching navigation, 
which 1 must confess is apparently decayed in 
many port towns, and flourisheth only or chiefly at 
London, I impute that partly te the fall of the 
Staple, the which being long since a great trade, 
and bestowed sometimes at one town and some- 
times at another within the realm, did much en- 
rich the place where it was, and being now not 
only diminished in force, but also tran^ated over 
the seas, cannot but bring some decay with it, 
partly to the impairing of havens, which in many 
places have impoverished those towns, whose estate 
doth ebb and flow with them, and partly to the dis- 
solution of religious houses, by whose wealth and 
haunt many of those places were chiefly fed and 
nourished. I mean not to rehearse particular ex- 
amples of every sort, for the thing itself speaketh, 
and I haste to an end. 

As for retailers, therefore, and handicrafltsmen, 
it is no marvel if they abandon country towns, and 
resort to London ; for not only the court, which is 
now adays much greater and more gallant than in 
former times, and which was wont to be contented 
to remain with a small company, sometimes at an 
abbey or priory, sometimes at a bishop's house, and 
sometimes at some mean manor of the king's own, 
is now for the most part either abiding at London, 
or else so near unto it, that the provision of things 
most fit for it may easily be fetched from thence ; 
but also by occasion thereof, the gentlemen of all 
shires do fly and flock to this city ; the younger 
sort of them to see and show vanity, and the elder 
to save the cost and charge of hospitality and 
house-keeping. 

For hereby it cometh to pass, that the gentlemen 
being either for a good portion of the year out of 
the country, or playing the farmers, graziers, brew- 
ers, or such like, more than gentlemen were wont 
to do within the countr}*, retailers and artificers, at 
the least of such things as pertain to the back or 
belly, do leave the country towns, where there is 
no vent, and do fly to Lond<«, where they be sure 
to find ready and quick market. And yet I wish, 
that even as many towns in the low countries of 
King Philip do stand, some by one handy art, and 
some by another ; so also that it might be provided 
here that the making of some things might (by 
discreet dispensation) be allotted to some special 
towns, to the end, that although the daintiness of 
men cannot be restrained, which will needs seek 
those things at London, yet other places also might 
be relieved, at the least by the workmanship of 
them. 

Thus much then of the estate of London, in the 
government thereof, in the condition of the citizens, 
and in their power and riches. Now follow the 
enumeration of such benefits as redound to the 
prince and this realm by this city : in which doing 
I profess not to rehearse all, but only to recite imd 
ran over the chief and principal of them. 
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Besides the commodities of the fartherance of 
religion and justice, the propagation of learning, 
the maintenance of arts, the increase of riches, and 
the defence of countries (all which are before 
showed to grow generally by cities, and be common 
to London with them), Lcmdon bringeth singularly 
these good things following. 

By advantage of the situation it disperseth fo- 
reign wares (as the stomach doth meat) to all the 
members most commodiously. 

By the benefit of the river of Thames, and great 
trade of merchandise, it is the chief maker of ma- 
riners, and nurse of our navy ; and ships (as men 
know) be the wooden walb for defence of our 
realm. 

It maintaineth in flonrishmg estate the countries 
of Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Kent, and Sussex, which 
as they lie in the (kce of our most puissant neigh- 
bour, so ought they above others to be conserved 
in the greatest strength and riches ; and these, as 
it is well known, stand not so much by the benefit 
0^ their own soil, as by the neighbourhood and 
nearness which they have to London. 

It relieveth plentifully, and with good policy, not 
only her own poor people, a thing which scarcely 
any other town or shire doth, but also the poor 
that from each quarter of the realm do flock unto 
it, and it imparteth liberally to the necessity of the 
universities besides. It is an ornament to the 
realm by the beauty thereof, and a terror to other 
countries, by reason of the great wealth and fre- 
quency. It spreadeth the honour of our countxr 
far abroad by her long navigations, and maketh 
our power feared, even of barbarous princes. It 
only is stored with rich merchants, which sort only 
is tolerable ; for beggarly merchants do bite too 
near, and will do more harm than good to the realm. 
It only of any pUu^e in this retSm is able to fur- 
nish the sudden necessity with a strong army. It 
avaUeth the prince in tronage, poundage, and other 
her customs, much more than all the rest of the 
realm. 

It yieldeth a greater subsidy than any one part 
of the realm ; I mean not for the proportion of the 
value of the goods only, but also for the faithful 
service there used, in making the assess, for no 
where else be men taxed so near to their just value 
as in London ; yea, many are found there, that for 
their countenance and credit sake, refuse not to be 
rated above their ability, which thing never hap- 
peneth abroad in the country. I omit that in an- 
cient time the inhabitants of London and other 
cities were accustomably taxed after the tenth of 
their goods, when the country was assessed at the 
fifteenth, and rated at the eighth ; when the country 
was set at the twelfth, for that were to awake a 
sleepmg dog ; and I should be thought ^^dicenda, 
UMcenda, locutut" as the poet said. 

It only doth and is able to make the prince a 
ready present or loan of money. 

It only is found fit and able to entertain strangers 
honourably, and to receive the prince of the realm 
worthily. 

Almighty God {qui nisi euttodiat eivitaUmffrtutrd, 
vigHat cvOtoi) grant, that her majesty evermore 
rightly esteem and rule this city ; and he give 
grace, that the citizens nuiy answer duty, as well 
towards God and her majesty, as towards this 
whole realm and country. Amen. 



A5 APPENDIX, OOXTAINIKO THE KXAMINATIOII OF 
SUCH CAUSES AS HAVE HERETOFORB MOVED THE j 
PRINCES EITHER TO FINE AND RANSOM THE CITI- 
ZENS OP LONDON, OR TO SEIZE THE I.TBERTIES OF 
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These all may be reduced to these few heads ; for 
either the citizens have adhered, in aid or aims, 
to such as have warred upMi the prince, or they 
have made tumult, and broken the common peace 
at home ; or they have misbehaved themsdves in 
point of government and justice ; or finally, and to 
speak the plain truth, the princes have tjJien hold 
of small matters, and coined good snins of money 
out of them. 

To the first head I will refer whatsoerer they 
have done, either in those wars that happened be- 
tween King Stephen and Maude the empress, being 
competitors of the crown, or between King John 
and his nobles, assisting Lewis, the French king's 
son, when he invaded the realm ; for it is apparent 
by all histories thai the Londoners were not the 
movers of these wars, but were only used as in- 
struments to Tn^intnin them. The like is to be said 
of all the ofiences that King Henry III., whose 
whole reign was a continu^ warfiure, coneeived 
against this city, concerning the bearing of armoor 
against him ; for the first part of his reien was 
spent in the continuation of those wars that his 
father had begun with Lewis ; and the rest of his 
life he bestowed in that contention, which was com- 
monly called the Barons' wars : in which tragedy 
London, as it could not be otherwise, bad now and 
then a part, and had many a snub at the king's 
hand for it : but in the end, when he had triumphed 
over Simon Montford at Evesham, London felt it 
most tragical ; for then he both seized their liber- 
ties and sucked themselves dry ; and yet Edictnm 
Kenilworth, made shortly after, hath an honourable 
testimony for London, saying, ** Te London kfuda- 
mus,** &.C As for the other offences that he took 
against the Londoners, they pertain to the other 
parts of mv division. 

Next after this, against whom the Londoners 
did put on arms, folio weth King Edward II., who 
in the end was deprived of his kingdom, not by 
their means, but by a general defection both of his 
own wife and son, and almost of the whole nobility 
and realm besides. In which trouble, that furious 
assault and slaughter committed by them upon the 
bishop of Excester, then treasurer of the realm, is 
to be imputed partly to the sway of the time where- 
with they were carried, and partly to a private dis- 
pleasure which they hwl to ^e bishop. 

Finally cometh to hand King Richard II. ; for 
these three only, in all the catalogue of our khigs, 
have been heavy lords to London, w^ho also had 
much contention with his nobility, and was in the 
end deposed. But whatsoever countenance and aid 
the city of London brought to the wars and up- 
roars of that time, it is notoriously true that Lon- 
don never led the dance, but ever foUowed the pipe 
of the nobility. To close up this first part, there- 
fore, I affirm, that in all the troublesome actions 
during the reign of these three kings, as also in all 
that heaving in and huriing out that afterward hap- 
pened between King Henry VI. and King Eldward 
IV., the city of London was many times a friend 
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and fautor, but never the first motive or author of 
any intestine war or sedition. 

In the second room I place a couple of tumultuous 
affrays that chanced in the days of King Richard I. ; 
the one upon the day of his coronation against the 
Jews, which, contrary to the king's own proclama- 
tion, would needs enter the church to see him sa- 
cred, and were therefore cruelly handled by the 
common people. The other was caused by William 
with the long beard, who after that he had inflamed 
the poor people against the richer sort, and was 
called to answer for his fault, took Bow church for 
sanctuary, and kept it, castle-like, till he was fired 
out. 

Here is place idso for the stoning to death of a 
eentleman, servant to the half-brother of King 
Henry III., which had before provoked the citizens 
to fury by wounding divers of them without any 
cause, 1257 ; for the riotous fray between the serv- 
ants of the goldsmiths and the tailors, 1268 ; for 
the hurly burly and bloodshed between the Lon- 
doners and the men of Westnu'nster, moved by the 
young men upon an occasion of a wrestling on St. 
James' day, 1 221 ; and made worse by one Con- 
stantine, an ancient citizen, for the brawl and bu- 
sinees that arose about a baker's loaf at Salisbury 
pUce, 1301 ; for the which, and some other mis- 
demeanours, King Richard II. was so incensed by 
evil counsel against the Londoners, that he deter- 
mined to destroy them and raze their city : and 
for the fight that was between the citizens and 
nmctuary men of St. Martin's, 1454, under Kine 
Henry VI. : and finally, for the misrule on evu 
May-day, 1510, and for such other like, if there 
have been any. 

To the third head may be referred the seizure of 



their liberties, for a false judgment given against a 
poor widow, called Margaret Viel, 1246 ; Uie two 
several seizures in one year, 1258, for false packing 
in collections of money and other enormities ; and 
finally the seizure made by King Edward I. for 
taking of bribes of the bakers, 1285. But all this 
security in seizing and resuming of the liberties, 
which was in old time the only orduiary punish- 
ment, was at length mitigated by King Edward III. 
and King Henry IV., in their statutes before re- 
membered. 

In the last place stand those offences, which I 
repute rather taken than given, and do fall within 
the measure of the adage, '' (It canem ecedaSf cUo 
invenias baculum ;" for King John, in the 10th of 
his reign, deposed the baihffs of London, because 
they had bought up the wheat in the market, so 
that there was not to serve his purveyors. King 
Henry III., his son, compelled the Londoners to 
pay him five thousand pounds, because they had 
lent to Lewis, the French king, the like sum, of a 
good mind to dispatch him out of their city and the 
realm, at such time as the protector and the whole 
nobility fell to compositbn with him for his depar- 
ture. And the same king fined them at three 
thousand marks for the escape of a prisoner out of 
Newgate, of whom they took no charge ; for he 
was a clerk, prisoner to the bishop of London, un- 
der the custody of his own servants ; and as for 
the place, it was only borrowed of the Londoners 
to serve that turn. Hitherto of these things to 
this end, that whatsoever misdemeanour shiUl be 
objected out of history against London, the same 
may herein appear, both in its true place and 
proper colour. 



THE AUTHOR TO THE READER. 



Because amongst others mine authors, I have often- 
times alleged Fitz-Stephena as one more choice 
than other, namely, for the ancient estate of this 
city, more than four hundred years since : and also 
the said author being rare, I have in this place 
thought good by impression to impart the same to 
my loving friends, the learned antiquaries, as the 
author wrote it in the Latin tongue ; and first to 
note in effect what Master Bale, in conmiendation 
of the said author, writeth : 

** William Stephanides, or Fitzstephen, a monk 
of Canterbury, bom of worshipful parents in the 
citj of London, well brought up at the first under 
good masters, did more and more increase in ho- 
nest conditions and learning ; for ever in his young 
yean there appeared in him a certain light of a 
gentleman-like disposition, which promised many 



good thinss, afterward by him performed. Such 
time as other spent in brawls and idle talk, he em- 
ployed in wholesome exercises for the honour of 
his country, following therein the example of Plato, 
and was vety studious both in humanity and di- 
vinity." 

The city of London, his birth-place, the most 
noble of all other cities of tliis land, and the 
prince's seat, situated in the south part of this 
island, he loved above all the other, so that at 
length he wrote most elegantly in Latm of the site 
and rights of the same. Leland, in divers of his 
books, commendeth him for an excellent writer. 
He lived in the reign of King Stephen, wrote in 
the reign of Henry 11., and deceased in the year of 
Christ 1101, in the reign of Richard I. 
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DBSCRIPnO NOBILISSIMiE OYITATIS LONDONIf. ! 4 DESCRIPTION OF THE MOST NOBLE CITT OF LONDON. 



Inter nobiles urbes (a) orbis, qiuus fama celebrat, 
civitas LondoniiB f6), regni Anglorum sedes, una est, 
qiue famam sui latius diffundit, opes et merces 
longius transmittit, caput altius extollit. Felix est 
aeris salubritate, Christiana religione, firmitate mu- 
nitionum, natura situs, honore civium, pudicitia 
matronali ; ludis etiam quam {e) jucunda, et nobi- 
lium (d) foecunda virorum : quae singula semotim 
libet inspicere. 



De cUmentia aeris, 
Ibi siquidem 

** Emollit animoa («) hominum dementia coeli," 

non ut sint in venerem putres, sed ne feri sint et 
beetiales, potius benigni et liberates. 

De religione. 

Est ibi in ecclesia beati Pauli episcopalis sedes ; 
quondam fuit metropolitana, et adhuc futura cre- 
ditur, si remeaverint cives in insulam : nisi forte 
beati Thomte martyris titulus archiepiscopalis, et 
preesentia corporalis, dignitatem illam Cantuarise, 
ubi nunc est, conservet perpetuam. Sed cum 
ntramque urbium harum (/) sanctus Thomas illus- 
traverit, Londuniam ortu, Gftntuariam occasu ; ip- 
sius sancti intuitu, cum justitiae accessu, habet 
altera adversus alteram, quod amplius alleget. 
Sunt etiam, quod ad Christianse fidei icultum per- 
tinet, tum in Londonia, turn in suburbano (g), tre- 
decim majores ecclesiae conventuum,pneterminores 
parochianas (A) centum viginti sex. 

DefirmitaU tir&tf. 

Habet ab oriente arcem Palatinam, maximam et 
fortissimam, cujus et area et muri a fundamento 
profundissimo exurgunt ; caemento cum sanguine 
animalium temperato. Ab occidente duo castella 
munitissima ; muro urbis alto et magno, duplatis 



Of the ntuaiwn of the tame. 

Amongst the noble and celebrated cities of the 
world, that of London, the capital of the kingdom 
of England, is one of the most renowned, possess- 
ing above all others abundant wealth, extensive 
commerce, great grandeur and magnificence. It is 
happy in Uie salubrity of its climate, in the profes- 
sion of the Christian reli^on, in the strength of its 
fortresses, the nature of its situation, the honour of 
its citizens, and the chastity of its matrons ; in its 
sports too it is most pleasant, and in the production 
of illustrious men most fortunate. All which things 
I wish separately to consider. 

€f the mUdneu of the climate. 
There then 

" Men's minds are soft'ned by a temp'rate clime,** 

not so however that they are addicted to licentigaB- 
ness, but so that they are not savage and brutal, 
but rather kind and generous. 

Cfthe religion. 

There is in St. Paul's church an episcopal see : 
it was formerly metropolitan, and, it is thought, 
will be so again, should the citizens return to the 
island : unless perhaps the archiepiscopal title of 
St. Thomas, and his bodily presence there, should 
always retain that dignity at Canterbury, where it 
now is. But as St. Thomas has ennobled both 
these cities, London by his birth, and Canterbury 
by his death, each of them, with respect to the 
saint, has much to allege against the other, and 
with justice too. As regards divine worship, there 
are also in London and in the suburbs thirteen 
larger conventual churches, besides one hundred 
and thirty-six lesser parochial ones. 

dfthe strength of the city. 

On the east stands the Palatine tower, a fortress 
of great size and strength, the court and walls of 
which are erected upon a very deep foundation, 
the mortar used in the building being tempered 
with the blood of beasts. On uie west are two 



• The text of the present edition of Fitzstephen has been careftilly collated with that of the former ones bj Heame 
and Strype, and also with the MS. (No. 398) in the Lansdown collection, British Museum, where it forms the in^oductory 
portion of Fitzstephen's Life of Thomas A Becket. The reading of Stow's edition, which forms the basis of this, has been 
adhered to throughout, except in a few passages, where the text was so depraved as to render emendation absolutely 
necessary. 

(a) Orbis urbes, Lansdown MS. (ft) Lundonia, Lansdown MS. : this spelling is adhered to throughout the MS. 

(e) Etiam est jocunda, Lansdown MS. : quam jocunda, Heame, Strype. 

{d) Nobilium est foecunda, Lansdown MS., Heame, Strype. (<) Animas, Strype. 

( /) Hamm urbium. Lansdown MS. (sf) Suburbio, Lansdown MS. 

(a) Parochitanas, Lansdown MS. 
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heptapylsD portis, intercontiimaiite, tnrrito ab Aqai- 
lone per intercapedines. Similiterque ab Austro 
Loodonia mnrata et turrita fuit ; 8ed fluvius maxi- 
miis piscosafl Thamensis (9), man influo refluoque, 
qui iliac allabitar, mcenia ilia tractu temporis al- 
liiit(A;), labefactavitjdejecit. Item sursum ab Occi- 
dente palatium regiwn eminet super fluvium eun- 
dem, sedificium incomparabile, cum antemurali et 
propugnaculis,duobu8 millibus ab urbe,8uburbano(/) 
frequenti continuante. 



Dekortis. 

Undique extra domos suburbanorom horti ci- 
Tium (m) arboribua consiti, spatiod et speciosi, con- 
tigui babentur. 



J)e pateuit et 9ational\hu». 

Item a Borea sunt agri pascui (a) et pratomm 
grata planities, aqnis fluvialibus interfluia, ad quas 
molinomm (0) rersatiles rotes citantnr cum mur- 
mnre jocoao. Proxime patet foreata ingen8(p),8al- 
tns nemorosi, ferarum latebrse, cerrorum, dama- 
rum, aprorom, et taurorom {q) sylveatrinm. A^ 
nrbis aationalea non sunt jejunse glareie, sed pm- 
gnes AsisB campi^ qui iaciant * l»tas segetes, et 
suunim eultorum repleant borrea 

** Ceiealii jngere (r) eolmi." 



Defoni^bHi. 

Sunt et («) circa Londoniam ab Aquilone subur- 
ban! foiitea prsecipui aqua dulci, salubri, perspicuay 
et 

—— ** Per claret rlTO trepidante lapUloa :" 

inter quos fons Sacer, fons Clericorum, fons Sancti 
Ctemontis nominatiores babentur, et adeuntur oele- 
briorl U) aeeessu, et majori (a) frequentia acbola- 
rom («\ et urban® juTentutis in aerotinis cestiyis 
ad anram exeuntts. Urbs sane bona, cum (w) bo- 
num babeat dominum. 



De honore cirium, 

Urbe ista viris est honorata, armis decorata, 
multo habitatore populosa, ut, tempore bellicffi 
cladis sub rege (x) Stephano, bello apti ex ea ex- 
eontes ostentatui (y) haberentur viginti millia arma- 



castles strongly fortified ; tbe wall of the city is high 
and thick, with seven double gates, having on the 
north side towers placed at proper intervals. London 
formerly had walls and towers in like manner on 
the souUi, but that most excellent river the Thames, 
which abounds with fish, and in which the tide ebbs 
and flows, runs on that side, and has in a long space 
of time washed down, undermined, and subverted 
the walls in that part. On the west also, higher 
up on the bank of the river, the royal palace rears 
its head, an incomparable structure, furnished with 
a breastwork and bastions, situated in a populous 
suburb, at a distance of two miles from the city. 

Of the gardens. 

Adjoining to the houses on all sides lie the gar- 
dens of those citizens that dwell in the suburbs, 
which are well furnished with trees, spacious and 
beautiful. 

Cftkepcuture and tillage lands. 

On tbe north side too are fields for pasture, and 
a delightful plain of meadow land, interspersed 
with flowing streaoA, on which stand miUs, whose 
clack is very pleasing to the ear. Close by lies an 
immense forest, in which are densely wooded thick- 
ets, the coverts of game, stags, fallow-deer, boars, 
and wild bulls. The tillage Unds of the city are 
not barren gravelly soils, but like the fertile plains 
of Asia, which produce abundant crops, and fill the 
bams of their cultivators with 



<« 



Ceres' plenteoui sheaf." 



€f the springs. 

There are also round London, on tbe northern 
side, in the suburbs, excellent springs ; the water 
of which is sweet, clear, and salubrious, 

<« 'Mid gliatening pebbles gliding playftilly :" 

amongst which, Holywell, Gerkenwell, and St 
Clement's well, are of most note, and most fre- 
quently visited, as well by the scholars from the 
schools, as by tbe ^outh of the city when they go 
out to take the air m the summer evenings. The 
city is delightful indeed, when it has a good 
governor. 

Cfthe honour of the citizens. 

This city is ennobled by her men, graced by her 
arms, and peopled by a multitude of inhabitants ; 
so that in tne wars under King Stephen there went 
out to a muster, of armed horsemen, esteemed fit 



(i) Thamesis, Lansdown MS. 

{k) AUaiU Lansdown MS. Heame and Strype agree with Stow in reading alluit ; abluit appears to be the more 
eorreet reading. 

(/) SubnxWo, Lansdown MS. (m) Suburbanomm civium horti, Strype. (») PaacuB, Lansdown MS. 

(0) Hsame says that both molinum and molendinum occur in old MSS. : Strype has molinarum. 
(p) Ingens foresta, Lansdown MS. (g) Ursorum, Lansdown MS. (r) Mergete, Lansdown MS. 

(*) Snntetiani. Lansdown MS. d) Celebriore, Lansdown MS., Heame. 

r\ JJ^' i^^^^J^ **®- (•) Scholarium, Lansdown MS., Strype. 

/? Jc. « !!?f'^* : . ,. w , <*) Jubente Stephano. Lansdown MS. , ^ , 

V (y) Ortentatni, ostentui haberentur, Lansdown MS. ; ostentaU haberentur, Strype. Perhaps we should read, ostenUtui 
naoecentor, et viginti millia. Sec. 

•Both Stow and Strype have faeiunt In this passage, although they concur in reading repttant in the succeeding 
E2Sl^.\?f r"I?^' **^® Lansdown MS. and Heame give faciant, which U no doubt the correct reading. FiU- 
stephen in this description appears to have had in view the verses, 

*• Quid faciat IsKtas segetos ?" Firotf. Georg. L I. v. 1 

aut Cerealis mergite cuhnf: 

Froventuque oneret sulcos, atque hortea vinctt" VirgU. Georg. 1. IL v. 617-18. 
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tomra equitum, Bexaginta (y) millia peditum e8ti> 
marentur. Gives LondoniaB ubicunque loeorum 
prsa omnibus aliis civibus omatu morum, vestium 
et mensse, locutione (2), spectabiles et noti ha- 
bentur (a). 

De maltronU. 
Urbis matronae ipsce Sabinse * sunt. 

Detckolw. 

In Londonia tres principales ecclesise scholas 
celebres habent de privileeio et antiqua dignitate : 
plerunqne tamen favore (6) personee alicujus, vel 
aliquonun doctorom, qui secundum philoeophiam 
noti et pneclari hab^tur(0), et aiiae ibi sunt 
scholfe de gratia et permissione. Diebus festis ad 
ecclesias festivas magistri conventus celebrantur (<^. 
Disputant («) scholitfes, quidam demonstrative, dia- 
lectice alii ; alii (/) recitant enthymemata ; hi (g) 
melius perfectis utuntur syllogismis. Quidam ad 
ostentationem exercentur disputatione, qtue est 
inter colluctantes ; alii ad veritatem, ea quse est 
perfectionis (A) gratia. Sopbistie simulatores ag- 
mine et inundatione verborum beati judicantur. 
Alii panUogizantur (t). Oratores aliqui qiuindoque 
orationibus rhetoricis aliquid dicunt apposite {j) ad 
persuadendum, curantes artis prsecepta servare, et 
ex contingentibus nihil omittere. Pueri diversarum 
Bcholarum versibus inter se conrixantur {k) ; et (I) 
de principiis artis grammaticeo, regulis (m) preeteri- 
torum vel futurorum (»^ contendunt. Sunt alii, qui 
epigrammatibus (o), rithmis et metris utuntur ve- 
tere ilia triviali dicacitate, licentia Fescennina so- 
cios, Buppressis nominibus, liberius lacerant, Isedo- 
rias jaculantur et scommata, salibus Socraticis 
sociorum vel forte majortun (p) vitia tangunt, vel (q) 
mordacius dente rodunt Theonino (r). Auditoresy 

" multum ridere («) parati 

Ingeminant tremulos naso crispante cachinnoa t." 



for war, twenty thousand, and of infantry sixty 
thousand. The citizens of London are respected 
and noted above all other citizens for the elegance 
of their manners, dren, table, and disoouxBe. 



Of ike matrxmt. 
The matrons of the city are perfect Sabines. 



QftketckooU, 

The three principal churches poesess, by privi- 
lege and ancient dignity, celebrated schools ; yet 
often, by the favour of some person of note, or of 
some learned men eminently dutingnished for their 
philosophy, other schoob are permitted upon suffer- 
ance. On festival days the masters assemble their 
pupils at those churches where the feast of the 
patron saint is solenmized ; and there the scholars 
dispute, some in the demonstrative way, and others 
logically ; some again recite enthvmemes, while 
others use the more perfect syllogism. Some, to 
show their abilities, engage in sudi diq)utation as 
is practised among persons contending for victory 
alone ; others dispute upon a truth, which is the 
grace of perfection. Tne sophisters, who arsoe 
upon feigned topics, are deemed clever aoeordmg 
to their fluency of speech and command of lan- 
guage. Others endeavour to impose by false con- 
clusions. Sometimes certain orators in their rhe- 
torical harangues employ all the powers of persua- 
sion, taking care to observe the precepts of the art, 
and to omit nothing apposite to the subject. The 
boys of the different schools wrangle with each 
other in verse, and contend about the principles of 
gnunmar or the rules of the perfect and future 
tenses. There are some who in epigrams, rhymes, 
and verses, use that trivial raillery so much prac- 
tised amongst the ancients, freely attacking their 
companions with Fescennine licence, but suppress- 
ing the names, discharging their scoffs and sar- 
casms against them, touching with Socratic wit the 
failings of their schoolfellows, or perhaps of greater 
personages, or biting them more keenly with a 
Theonine tooth. The audience, 

"well disposed to laugh. 

With carUng nose double the quivering peals.*' 

(y) The Lansdown MS. has et before sexaginta ; the coi^unction appears to have been inserted since the M8. wu 
copied. 

(s) MenssB lautione, Lansdown MS. 

(a) The Lansdown BfS. adds the following passage : Habitatores aliarum urbium dves, hi^us barones ^euntar: eis est 
finis omnis controversise sacramentum. 

(6) Favore personali alict^us notorum secundum philosophiam, plures ibi scholse admittuntnr, Lansdown MS. 

(c) Habeantur, Hearne. 

Strype reads, magistri cum discipulis suis conventus gratia exercitationia 



(tf) Celebrant, Lansdown MS., Hearne. 
celebrant. 
(«) Disputant ibidem scholares, Strype. 
{g) Hii perfectis melius, Lansdown MS. 
(j) Paralogizant, Lansdown MS. 
\K) Inter se versibus corrixantur, Lansdown MS. 
(m) Vel regulis, Lansdown MS. 
(0) Qui in epigrammatibus, Lansdown MS. 



(/) Hii rotant entimemata, Lansdown MS. 
ik) Perspectionis gratia, Lansdown MS. It also omits ea before quse. 
{j) Apposite is wanting in the Lansdown MS., Strype, and Hearne. 

(/) Aut de principiis, Lansdown MS., Strype. 

(fi) Supinorum, Lansdown MS. 

(p) Vitia nu\}orum, Lansdown MS. 



(q) Ne mordacius dente rodant, Lansdown MS., Hearne, Strype. 
(r) Strype reads procaciori instead of Theonino, and adds audacioribus convitiis ; the Lansdown MS. adds aodacibai 
dithirambis. 
(«) Videre, Strype. This reading probably originated in a mistake of the transcriber. 

* The Sabine women were celebrated amongst the Romans for their chastity and good housewifery. Horace has, 

<• Quod si pudica mulier in partem juvans 
Domum, atque dulces liberos ; 

Sabina qualis, "* Bpod. ii. v. 39—41. 

and Juvenal, " intactior omni 

Crinibus difflisis bellum dirimente Sabinft.'* Sai. vi. v. 162-S. 
t " Ingeminat tremulos naso crispante cachinnoe." Pcrriw. Smt, iii. v. 87. 
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De ditpontione mrbis* 

Singulomm ofBciomm exercitores, smgulamm 
rerum Tenditores, angulanim operamm siuurum 
locatores, quotadiuio (t) mane per se sunt locis dis- 
tincti omnes, ut oflSdia. Pneterea est in Londonia, 
supra ripam fluminis, inter vina in navibus et cellis 
vinariis venalia, publica coqoina: ibi ootidie(N) 
pro tempore est invenire cibaria, fercula assa (v), 
frixa, elixa, pisces, piseiculos, cames grossiores 
pauperibus, delicatiores divitibus venationum, 
avium, avicularum. Si sobito reniant ad aliquem 
oiTium amici fSatigati ex itinere, nee libeat jejunis(ir) 
expectare, ut novi cibi emantur, coquantur (x), 
" Dant (f ) flunnli nualbiu limphas— paneaque * ;" 

interim ad ripam eorritnr, ibi prsesto sunt omnia 
desiderabilia. Qnantalibet mUitnm, vel peregri- 
ooruniy infinitas intrat (z) urbem, qualibet diei vel 
Doctis hora, Tel ab lurbe exituia, ne rel hi (a) 
niminm jejunent, rel alii impransi exeant, illnc si 
plaeeat (6) divertont, et se pro modo soo singnli 
reficiont: qui se eorare rolunt molliter, accipen- 
•erem (e) rel Afiram f avem vel attagen lonicnm 
non qoterant (d)y appositis quse ibi inyeniuntur de- 
liciis. Haec eqnidem publica coquina est, et dvi- 
tati^«) plnrimum expediena, et ad civilitatem (/) 
pertmens : bine est quod legitnr in Gorgia Pbttonis, 
Jnxta medicinam esse coquorum officium, simulan- 
tinm (^) et adulationem quartae particuke civilitatis. 
Est ibi extra unam portarum, statim in snburbio, 
quidam (A) planus eampua t re et nomine. Omni 
sexta feria, nisi sit major festiTitas pneceptae so- 
lemnitatis, est ibi (i) celebre spectaculum nobilium 
equorum venalium. Spectaturi vel empturi ve- 
niunt qui in urbe adsunt (;*), comites, banmes, mi- 
lites, cives plurimL Juvat videro gradarios suc- 
eussatura nitente (k) suaviter ambubmtes, pedibus 
lateraliter simul erectis, quasi a subaltemis, et 
demiasis ; bine equos, qui armigeris magis conve- 
ninnt, durius incedentes, sed expedite tamen, qui, 
quasi a oontradictoribus (/), pedes simul elevant et 
deponunt, bine nobiles pullos juniores (m), qui, non- 
diun fheno bene (a) assneti, 

** AlUos inoedunt, et mollis cmn reponnnt § ;** 



OftJuf 



mammer m 



vkkk tie €fam% «f fit ok^ 
ditpoted. 
The artizans of the severs! crafts^ the 
of the various commoditi«a, and the labovRr* qI* 
every kind, have each their separate statkm, vhiek 
they take every morning. There is abo in Lco(&.-a. 
on the bank of the river, amongst the 
which are kept in ships and ceUan^ a pdUie 
house : there eveiy day, according to the 
may be found viands of all kinds, roasc, frini, aad 
boiled, fish large and small, coarser meal for tfae 
poor, and more delicate for the rich, sadi as n 



son, fowls, and small birds. If frieisids, wearied 



i 



with their journey, should unexpectedly eome to a 
citizen^s house, and, being hungry, sboold not like 
to wait till fresh meat be bought and cooked : 
" The canisters with bread axe heap'd oo hi^ ; 
The attendants water for their haiids sappfy :* — "Dmrmms. 

meanwhile some run to the river side, and tha« 
every thing that they eould wish for is instantly 
procured. However great the number at soldieiB 
or strangers that enters or leaves the dty at any 
hour of the day or night, they may torn in there tf 
they please, and refresh Uiemselves aceordii^ to 
their inclination ; so that the former have no occa- 
sion to fast too long, or the latter to leave the city 
without dining, ^ose who wish to indulge them- 
selves would not desire a sturgeon, or the bird of 
Africa, or the godwit of Ionia, when the delicacies 
that are to be found there are set before them. 
This indeed is the public cookery, and is very con- 
venient to the city, and a distinguishing mark of 
civilization. Hence we read in Plato's Gorgias, 
** Juxta medicinam esse coquorum officium, simu- 
lantium et adulationem quartse particulse civilita- 
tis.*' There is, without one of the gates, imme- 
diately in the suburb, a certain smooth field in 
name and in reality. There every Friday, im- 
less it be one of the more solemn festivals, is 
a noted show of well-bred horses exposed for 
sale. The earls, barons, and knights, who are at 
the time resident in the city, as well as must of the 
citizens, flock thither either to look on or buy. It 
is pleasant to see the nags, with their sleek and 



I 



I 



(0 CoUdiano, Lansdown M8. (a) Quotidie, Strype, Heame. 

(v) Assa, pista, frixa, Lansdown M8. (w) Jejuniis, lieame. 

(«) Et coquantur, Lansdown Bf 8. 

(f ) Dent, Lansdown MS,, Strype, Heame. The Lansdown MS. has paneaque eanistrls. 

(z) Intrans, Lansdown MS. Intrarit, Heame. (a) Hii nimium, Lansdown MS.; hli minimum, Heame. 

(*) Placet, Lansdown MS. (c) Accipiunt anserem, Strype. 

{d) Quxrant, Lansdown MS. Non opus ut qui quaerant, Strype. (r) Civiliutl, Strype. 

if) Civitatero, Stow, Heame, Strype ; civilitatem has been adopted on the authority of the Lansdown MS. 

(y) Shnulachrum, Lansdown MS., Strype, Heame. (A) Quidem, Lansdown MS. 

«) Ibidem, Lansdown MS. (j) Assunt, Lansdown MS., Strype. 

(k) Intente et suaviter, Lansdown MS. Strype gives, cute succo statura, pilo continuente, as the reading of his MS. 

(0 Contradictoriis, Lansdown MS. -n r > e 

(m) Minores, Lansdown MS. The substitution otntin for immi, and vice versA, might easily have occurred in transcribing. 

(a) The Lansdown MS. omiu bene. 

• Daiit fiunuli manibus lymphas, Cereremque canbtris 
Expediunt. jBnHd. I. v. 701 8. 

aliam atem, with which reading Heame agrees: Strype gives »« Africam avem, and the Lansdown MS. 

Afram awm is no doubt the true reading, the passage being apparently an allusion to the verses, 
" Non Afra avb descendat in ventrem meum, 
Non attagen lonlcus 

t Smithfield, quasi SmoothAeld. 

f Continuo pecorls generosi puUus In arvis 
Altius ingreditur, et mollis crura reponit : 
• • • • • '^0 

— nil ardua cervix, 
Argutumque caout, brevia alvos, obtsaqut tergaj 

— •! nus amiom proeul arms dedere, 
Stare loco nescit, mlcat surlbus, tt tramit artus. FtrM, flforg. IH. v. 75—84. 



t Stow has 



\ 



DgtcTlpllon of 
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a Tslidia et vegetia ; bini: 
daztnrioa preciosoa, elegantis fomue, atatune ho- 
aeetffi, micanlSB Hiribiu, cervicibtu irdiiiB, ctunibus 
obems. Id haruni inceeeu apectant emptoreB prima 
pauum siuviorem, poet«a motum eiialiorem, qui 
eat quasi a cantraniB pedibuB, anterioribiui simiil 
solo unotis et admalig, e[ poet«rioribiiB Himiliter. 
Cum talium sanipedum cunus imminet, et aliorum 
forte qui simiiiter Bunt Id genere bdo lil Tecturam 
vaUdi, ftd curBuism vegeti ; clamor atUiliitor, vul- 
gaies equoB in partem ire pmcipitur. Seeioica 
allpedum pneri tree (n) Bimul, aliquaado bini ex 
it bini (o) certamini se prteparant, docCi 
equia imperilare, indomilonim lupatia tempennt 
frteniB an : hoe maiime pnecavent (y), ne alter 
alteri coneurBum (q) pneripiat. Equi Bimiliter pro 

lo Buo ad certamea (r) cureua illius attollunt ; 

aunt artua, monc impatienleH stare iuco neaci- 
; &cto BigDo membra extetidunt, curBum rapi- 
unl, agilitate pervicaci feruntur. Certant seBsores 
laudis aoiore, Bpo (i) victurite, eqais admiBeiB Hub- 

B calcaria, et nee minus urgere eos Tirgis et 

'e ctamoribuB. Putares omnia in motu esse, 
secundum Hersclitum, et falsam omnino ZenoniB 
Mntentiam,diceDtiB, quoniam non conCingit (J) mo- 

■i, iteque stidium pertransire. Parte alia slant 



fcetus obeont pulli lasciviorea, Bequela iaseparabiliB. 
■ ' ' ' m (b) ex omui natiooe quae sab ctelo 

1 .^-^...^ habere commercta. 



6«ci puipureu veim, OsUJ lus tIul" 
Urbe Roma secandum chrocicorum (i) fldem satis 
antiqnior est : ab eisdem quippopaCribiuTrtijanis, 
hiec priua a Brato condita eat, quam ilia * a Ramo 
et Romolo. Unde et adhuc anliqais eiadem utun- 
tur (a) legibus commuaibus ioBtitutis. Htec simi- 
liter iUi regiooibus est distincta (b) ; habet annuos 
pro eonsmibus vicecoraites ; habet senatoriara 
dignitatem el magiatratuB minores; eluviones (c) 
et aqujeductUB in vicis ; ad genera cansarum deli- 
betativiE, demouBtrativte, judicialifl ^d) loca sua, 
fora singula ; habet sua diebus statutis comilia (c). 
Non puto urbem efisc in qua sint probabiliores 
consuetudiaes, in ecclesiis Tuutandis, ordinatis Dei 
honorandis, Testis feriandis, eEeeiUMinis dandis, In 
hoapitibuB Buscipiendis, in deaponsationibus firman- 
dis, matrimoniiB contrabendia, nuptiis celcbrandia, 
coDviviis omandis, eonvivis hilarandis, ctiam in 



ihining coats, smoolhljF ambling along, iminiig and 
setting down alternately, as it were, their feet on 
either side : in ooe part are hoises better ad^)ted 
to esquiieB ; these, whose paee is rougher bat jret 
expeditious, lift up and set down, aa it were, the 
two opposite fore and hind fast together ; in aootlier 
the young blood oolts, not yet a ' -" '- "-- 



" Which 



n pHtunii arm sod imight. 



in a third are the horses fbr burden, strong and 
Btout-Iimbed ; and in a fourth, the more Taluable 
chargera, of sn elegant shape and noble heigbt, 
wilb nimbly moving ears, erect necks, and plump 
haunches. In the moTemenls of these the pur- 
cbasera observe first their easy pace, and then thnr 
gallop, which is when the fore-feet are raised fronr 
the ground and set down together, and the hind 
ones in like manner, altoroately. When a race ii 
to be mn by such horses as th»e, and perhaps by 
others, which in like manner, aciwrduig to t! 
breed, are strong for carriage, and Tigorona 
the counw, the people raise a shout, and order 
common hoTBes lo be wilhdiswn to another part of 
the field. TheJockeys,'ii'hoare boys expert ii ' 
management of horses, wliich they regulat 
means of carb-bridles, sometimes by threes, and 
sometimes by twos, according as the match is made, 
prepare themseUes for the contest. Their chief 
aim is to prevent a competitor getting before then 
The horses loo, after their manner, are eager fc 
Ihs race ; their limbs tremble, and, impatient of 
delay, they cannot stand still ; upon the ugna] 
being given, they stretch out their limbs, hurry 01 
the course, and are borne along with unnnnitti 
Bpeed. The riders, inspired with the love of pra 
ijid the hope of victory, clap ^uis to their fiying 
horses, lashing them with their whips, and incit' 
them by their shouta. You would think w 
Heraclitus, that all things were in motiuo, 1 
that Zeno's opinion was altogether erroneous, when 
he said, that there was no such thing as motion, 
and that it was impossible Co reach the goaL In 
another quarter, apart from the rest, stand the 
goods of the peaaants, implements of husbandry, 
swine with their long sides, cows with distended 
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There, too, stand the mares fitted for the p 
the dray, and the cart, of which some are big with 
foal, others have their frolicsome colts running 
close by their wdes. To this city, from eveiy 
nation under heaven, merchants bring their fiom- 
moditics by sea, 

>) El Unl 
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exequiis curandis et cadaveribus hum&ndis. Solse 
pcstes Londini sunt immoderata stultorum pota- 
tio(/) et frcqucns incendium. Ad hsec omnes 
fere EpiBcopi, Abbate8(^), et majpiates Angliie 
quasi civea et municipes sunt urbis Londonise : 
stti (A) ibi habcntes aedificia pncclara, ubi se reci- 
piunt, ubi divites impensas faciunt, ad consilia (»), 
ad conventus celebres in urbem (j) evocati a Do- 
mino rege, vel metropoUtano suo, seu propriis 
tracti negotiis. 



DtLudis, 

Amplins et ad ludos urbis veniaimiB ; qnoniam 
non cxpedit utilem tantum et seriam urbem esse (k), 
nisi dulcis etiam sit et jucunda (/). Unde et in 
sigillis summorum pontifieum, usque ad tempora 
Leonis Papse (m), ex altera (n) parte Bullse, 
8culpto(o) per impressionem piscatore Petro, et 
supra eum clave, quasi manu Dei de ccelis ei por- 
recta, et circa eum versu, 

" Tu pro me nsvem liqoisti, soscipe claTem." 

Ex altera parte impressa erat urbs, et scriptura 
ista, AuREA (/)) Roma. Item ad laudem Cawaris Au- 
gusti et Romse dictum est, 

" Nocte pluit tota, redeunt spectacula mane, 
Divisum imperium cum Jove Caesar habes *." 

Londonia, pro spectaculis theatralibus, pro ludis 
scenicis, ludos habet sanctiores, rcprsesentationes 
miraculonim, quse sancti confessores operati sunt, 
seu reprsesentationes passionum, quibus claruit 
constantia mart^Timi. Prsetcrea, quotannis die, qun 



*' Arabia's gold, Sabeea's spice and incense, 
Scythia's keen weapons, and the oil of palms 
From Babylon's rich soil, Nile's precious gems, 
Norway's warm peltries, Russia's costly sables, 
Sera's rich vestures, and the wines of Gaul, 
Hither are sent." 

According to the evidence of chroniclers London 
is more ancient than l^me : for, as both derive 
their origin from the same Trojan ancestors, Uiis 
was founded by Brutus before that by Romulus and 
Remus. Hence it is that, even to this day, both 
cities use the same ancient laws and ordinances. 
This, like Rome, is divided into wards ; it has annual 
sheriffs instead of consuls ; it has an order of sena- 
tors and inferior magistrates, and also sewers and 
aqueducts in its streets ; each class of suits, whe- 
ther of the deliberative, demonstrative, or judicial 
kind, has its appropriate place and proper court ; 
on stated days it has its assemblies. I think that 
there is no city in which more approved customs 
are observed — in attending churches, honouring 
God's ordinances, keeping festivals, giving alms, 
receiving strangers, confirming espousids, contract- 
ing marriages, celebrating weddings, preparing 
entertainments, welcoming guests, and also m the 
arrangement of the funeral ceremonies and the 
burial of the dead. The only inconveniences of 
London are, the immoderate drinking of foolidi 
persons, and the frequent fires. Moreover, almost 
all the bishops, abbots, and great men of England, 
are, in a manner, citizens and freemen of London ; 
as they have nuignificent houses there, to which 
they resort, spending large sums of money, when- 
ever they are summoned thither to councils and 
assemblies by the king or their metropolitan, or are 
compelled to go there by their own business. 

0/theS^x>rU, 

Let us now proceed to the sports of the city ; 
since it ia expedient that a city be not only an 
object of utility and importance, but also a source 
of pleasure and diversion. Hence even in the 
seals of the chief pontiffs, up to the time of Pope 
Leo, there was engraved on one side of the Bull 
the figure of St. Peter as a fisherman, and above 
him a key stretched out to him, as it were, from 
heaven by the hand of God, and around him this 
verse — 

*' For me thou left'st thy ship, receive the key.** 

On the obverse side was represented a city, with 
this inscription. Golden Rome. It was also said in 
praise of Augustus Csesar and the city of Rome, 

" All night it rains, the shows return with day, 
Cesar, thou bear'st with Jove alternate sway." 

London, instead of theatrical shows and scenic 
entertainments, has dramatic performances of a 
more sacred kind, either representations of the 



(/) Immodica, Lansdown MS. ; Putatio, Strype's MS. 

(A) Sua. Lansdown MS., Hearne. 

(j) The Lansdown MS. omits in urbem. 

(/) Jocunda, Lansdown MS. 

(n) Alia, Lansdown MS. 



(s) Abbates, Lansdown MS., Hearne, Strype. 

(I) Concilia, Lansdown MS. 

(k) Tantum utilem urbem esse et seriam, Lansdcnrn If 8. 

(m) Ultimi Leonis Paps, Lansdown MS. 

(o) Scripto, Lansdown MS. 
(pj Aulaea, Lansdown MS., Heame's MS. The epithet Amria is applied to Rome on the authority of Ovid and Martial. 

" Siraplicitaa rudis ante ftiit, nunc Amrta Rowto est." Ovid. Art, Am, 1. liL v. 18. 
• All the MSS. agree in reading haba: Donatua in his Life of Virgil gives kaUt, 
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dintnr CuiutkIb (f), ot > poemnun ludia M tnci- 
piamnR (onmw eniin pueri fuimiw), Bc)ioUnun 
unKuli (>) pueri buos apportant magistro bud galloa 
nllinuHw pugnstores (I), et totum illud antemeri- 
duuiuin datur ludo puerorum vacantmm ftpectare 
in BcholiB Buorum pugiuu ^llorum. Post pr&odium 
exit (a) in campoa omaiejuventustirbisadliuuTn(c) 
piUe celebrem. Siagulorum Btudiomm BchoUres 
svuun habent piUm ; aingulurum oificiDnim tirbie 
eiercitores auain ainguli piUin{v) in manibue. 
MajoTBS natu, patrca et diriteB urbU, in eqniB apec- 

inveniuntur ( j) cum juvenibus, et eicitari videtur 
tn eia mutua caloria naturaliB content platione tanti 
DiotUA et participaliotte gaadiomm adoleacentise 
liberioriB. SingullB diebua domlniciB m Qnadra- 
geeima, poat prandi* (y), exit in campo« (i) juve- 
nain rccena examen io equis bftlicoaiB — 
" — In eqult nitvnlne prlmli* ;"■ 
quomm quisqua 

" Aptiia ct La gp^t fa) cojnn docfiu vqau 1'" 
Erampunt a portis caterratim filii cirium laici 
instmcti lanceigetacu^miliCanbtu ; juniorea liag- 
tolibna, ferro dempto (b), pnefurcatia, airauIacliTa 



belli ( 



, agonu 



innt et plurimi aulici rege in ricina poait«, et 
de ramiliiB consul um (e) et baronum epbebi aonduni 
dngnlo douati, militice gratia concertindi. Acccn- 
dit ainguloa spea victoria. Equi feri adbinniunt, 
tremunt artus, fnenoa mandunt, itnpatienteB mors 
'^ im tandem 

nplt ungula cunumi" 
adolescentcs, diviaiB agmtnibua, hi {({) pne- 
(,),hi»cL«,(/) 



eedeotibus inatant, nee aaaequuntnr («), hi 
dejieiunt et pnetcrvolant. In feriis (i;) p 
ludunt quaai pnelia navalia : in arbore uquidi 



—jdiamna ecuto torli . , 

et raptu fluminis cita, in prora (i) Btanlem habel 
juvenem Kntum illud (j) lancea percuSBurum, qui, 
li Bcuto illi lanceam itlidena frmngat earn et immo- 
tus perustat (it), babet propoaitum, loti compos 
est : si vero laucea inlegra fortiter percoaserit, JD 

acta prKterit. Sunt lamen bine inde aecuB acu- 



(g) CirnilcTBcIa, lanidnwn MS. 
(O Pugmrii, LiDKkm MS. 

pclim, Ipttvfdof ptlftm. 

(°) rtTLMtiown m. omit. I 
inilMdofmlliUrmi. 

W Hll. LEnKlawn MS., Bliype ; 

(« Ilium, Sliyp*. 

(J) Fluvlum dtlciluc, Lauidawn 



miraelea wbich holj confeaeon faaTe wronght, oi 
the paaaiona and aaReringa in whieh the constancy of 
martyrawaa signally displayed. Moreover.to begin 
with the sports of the boye (for we have all been 
boys), annually on the day which 
tide, the boys of the respective Bchoola bring each ■ 
fighting cock to their roaster, and the whole of 
that forenoon la spent by the boya in seeing thrir 
cooks fight in the acbool-room. After dinner, al' 
the young men of the city go out into the fielda ti 
pUy at the well-known game ot foot-ball. The 
Bcholars belonging to the soveral schools have each 
their ball ; and die city tradesmen, according ti 
their respective crafts, have theirs. The mon 
aged men, the fathers of the playere, and the 
wealthy citizens, come on horseback to see the con- 
tests of the yomig men, with whom, after their 
manner, they participate, their natural heat sc 
ing to be aroused by the sight of so much agility, 
and by their parUcipation m the amusements of 
uoreslrained youth. Every Sunday in Lent, after 
dinner, a company of young men enter the fields, 
mounted on warlike horses — 

of which 

The lay-sons of the citizens rush ont of the gates 
in crowds, equipped with lances and sbielda, the 
younger sort with pikes from which the iron head 
has been taken off, and there they get up sham 
fighta, and exercise themselves in military combat. 
When the king happens to be near the city, moat 
of the courtiers attend, and the young men who 
form the households of the earls and barons, and 
have not yet attained the honour of knighthood, 
resort thither tor the purpose of trying their skill. 
The hope of victory animates every one. The spi- 
rited horses neigh, their limbs tremble, they ehamp 

their bits, and, impatient of dela-' ' — •* — 

standing sdtl. Whenatlenph 

" Tlie cbaiffST'i hoof Hisei upoa Ibr conn 
the yonng riders having been divided int 
nio, some pursue those that go before without 
being able to overtake tbem, whilst others throw 
their companions out of their courae, and gallop 
beyond them. In the Easter holidays they play at 
a game resembling a naval engagement. A target 
is firmly hatened to the tmnk of a tree which is 
fixed in the middle of the river, and in the prow of 

Slrjp*. 



T •IngoU, nmlulnt pilim In mulbui ; Sttypo'i 
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Supra pontem et in solarus supra fluvium, sunt qui a boat driven along by oars and the current stands 

talia spectent (o), a young man who is to strike the target with his 

« roultum ridere parati." ^ce ; if, in hitting it, he break his lance, and 

T^.. .«. A^* ija X.* Icccp ^^ position unmoved, he gains his point, and 

In festis tota iBstate juvenes ludentes exercentup m ^^^ hbdesire : but if his laSce be not shivered 

«diendo {p)m arcu^n lucta, jactu kpidum, amen- ^ ^^e blow, he is tumbled into the river, and his 

tatis • missuibus ultra metam expediendis, parmis yt^^ ,^««o«a k« a^^t^^ .i^^^ Vv« ;♦- ««,J «» ♦•^^ 

dueUionum. Puellarum Cytherea(a) ducit ^horos. ^^ ^"f^u ^' T^ aV "^^T* 

* J vL "^*«" ""» V.J M**;*^ y^j wtivi* vuuxT», rj^^^ boats, howcvcr, are placed there, one on each 

etpede hbero pulsatur tellu^ usque " immmente ride of the target, aid in them a number of young 

liina t.» In hyeme singulis fere festis ante pran- „^„ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^1,^ j^^ ^^ ^^^ » 

dium, vel apn.jmimante8^u gnant pro c»pi^bu9 et f^^ ^^e strea!m, or when ^ 

verr ^ ful mm eis (r) accmc ti dentibus addendi sue- ' 

cidi», vel pmguM^ taun coraupet»X«) sen ursi " ^ ■coond time he rises from the wave." 

immanes ciim objectis depugnant canibus. Cum On the bridge, and in balconies on the banks of 

est congelata palus ilia magna, quse mcenia urbis the river, stand the spectators, 

aquilunalia (t) alluit ; exeunt lusum super glaciem „ ^^^ ^^ ^^ j^^ , .. 

densse juvenum turmie. Hi ex cursu motu cap- 

tato (tt) citatiore, distantia pedum poeita (r), mag- During the holydays in summer the young men 

num spatium, latere altero prsetenso (tr), perlabun- exercise themselves in the sports of leaping, archery, 

tur : alii quasi magnos lapides molares de glacie wrestling, stone-throwing, slinging javelins beyond 

sedes sibi faciunt ; sessorem unum trahunt plurimi a mark, and also fighting with bucklers. Cytherea 

prsecurrentes, manibus se tenentos : in tanta cita- leads the dances of the maidens, who mernly trip 

tione motus (x) aliquando pedibus lapsi (y) cadunt along the ground beneath the uprisen moon, 

omnes proni. Sunt alii super glaciem ludere doc- Almost on every holyday in winter, before dinner, 

tiores ; singuli pedibus suis aptantes, et sub tala- foaming boars, and huge-tusked hogs, intended for 

ribus suis alligantes oesa, tibias scilicet animalium, bacon, fight for their lives, or fitt bulls or immense 

et palos, ferro acuto superposito («), tenentes (a) in b «u» are baited with dogs. When that great 

manibus, quoe (6) aliquando glaciei allidunt (o), marsh which washes the walls of the city on the 

tanta rapacitate feruntur, quanta avis volans, vel north side is frozen over, the young men go out in 

pilum balistie. Interdum autem permagna (d) crowds to divert themselves upon the ice. Some, 

procul distantia ex condicto duo aliqui ita ab oppo- having increased their velocity by a run, placing 

sitis veniunt ; concurritur («), palos erigunt, se their feet apart, and turning their bodies sideways, 

invicem percutiunt : vel alter vel ambo cadunt, slide a great way : others make a seat of hu^e 

non sine leesionc corporali : cum post casum etiam pieces of ice like mill-stones, and a great number of 

vi motus feruntur ab invicem procul ; et qua parte them running before, and holding each other by 

glacies caput tangit ( H, totum radit, totum decor- the hand, draw one of their companions who is 

ticat. Plerumque tibia cadentis, vel brachium, si seated on the ice : if at any time they slip in 

super illud ceciderit, confringitur. Sed setas avida moving so swiftly, all fall down headlong together, 

glorie inventus, cupida victorise, ut in veris prse- Others are more expert in their sports upon the 

fiis fortius se habeant {g), ita in simulatis exercen- ice ; for fitting to, and binding under their feet the 

tur (A). Plurimi civium delectantur, ludentes in shinbones of some animal, and taking in their 

avibus coeli, nisis, accipitribus, et huiusmodi (t), et hands poles shod with iron, which at times they 

in canibus militantibus in silvis. Habentque {j) strike against the ice, thev are carried along with 

cives suum jus venandi in Middlesexia (ib), Hert- as great rapidity as a bird flying, ur a bolt dis- 

fordscira (H, et tota Chiltra, et in Cantia usque ad charged from a cross-bow. Sometimes two of the 

aquam Craiae (m). Lundonienses, tunc Trinovantes skaters having placed themselves a great distance 

dicti, Caium Julium Cccsarem, qui nullas nisi san- apart by mutuid agreement, come together from 

guine fuso vias habere gaudebifit (j»), repulenmt. opposite sides ; they meet, nuse their poles, and 

Undo Lucanus, strike each other ; either one or both of them fall, 

•• Territa quasitU ostendit terga Britannis." not without some bodily hurt : even after their fall 

(o) Spectant, Lansdown MS. (p) Exercentor in area, cursu, saitu, lucta, frc, Lansdown MS. 

iq) Cithara, Lansdown MS. (r) Prominentibus, Strype. 

it) Cornipet«, Lansdown MS. (*) Aquilonla, Stiype. 

(u) Hii ex cursu motu aptato citatiore, Lansdown MS. (•) Composita, Lansdown MS. 

(ip) Prsetenso is wanting in the Lansdown MS. («) Citatione lubrici motus, Lansdown MS. 

(y) Lapsls, Lansdown MS. («) Supposito, Lansdown MS., Strype, Heame. 

(a) Tenent, Lansdown MS. (6) Quiscum, Lansdown MS. 

(c) lllidunt. Lansdown MS., Strype. Heame. 

{d) Interdum a magna, Lansdown MS. ; autem magna, Strype, Heame. 

(e) Curritur, Strype (/) Excipit. Lansdown MS. 

(g) Habeat, Lansdown MS., Strype. (*) Exercetur, Lansdown MS., Stiype. 

(0 The Lansdown MS. omiu nisis, accipitribus, et hujasmodi. (J) Habent cives, Lansdown MS. 

(k) Middlesexa, Lansdown MS. ; Mldelsexia, Heame. (/) Hertfordstra, Lansdown MS., Heame. 

(m) Crayae, Lansdown MS. ; Craiae, Strype ; Graiae, Stow, Heame. (n) Gaudebat habere vias, Lansdown MS. 

• The koMtoB amentaUe were spears bound rotmd the middle with a thong of leather, in which the hand was enfolded so 
as to balance the weapon. — Vide ^neid ix. v. 665. 

t Jam Cytherea choros ducit Venus, irominente luna. Hor. 1. L Ode v. ?er. 5. 

" nunc pede Hbero 

Pulsanda tellus ;" Hor. 1. i. Ode xxxvU. ver. 1, S. 

According to the present reading (usque imminente luna), with which all the MSS. agree, the dancing was not 
begun until the moon had risen : the correct reading perhaps was Inuninente luni, and the present reading might have 
originated in the transcriber overlooking the m thus indicated. 
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Civitas Lundonia peperit aliquos(o), qui regna 
plurima et Romanum sibi subdidenmt imperium ; 
et plurimoe alios, quos mundi dominoe virtus evexit 
ad Deo6*, ut fuerat in Apollinis oraculo Bruto 
promissum : 

*' Brute, sub occasu soils, trans Galliea'regna, 

Insula in Oceano est undique clausa marl ; 
• ••••• 

Hanc pete : namque tibi sedes erit ilia perennis, 

H»c (p) flet natis altera Troja tuis : 
Hie de stirpe tua reges nascentur, et ipsis 

Totius terras subditus orbis erit." 

In {q) temporibus Christianis nobilem ilium edidit 
Imperatorem Constantinum (r), qui urbem Romam 
et imperialia insignia omnia Deo donavit et beato 
Petro et Silvestro Papee («), cui et Stratoris {t) 
exhibuit officium, et se non amplius imperatorem, 
Bed sanctce ecclesise Romanee defenaorem gavisus 
est vocari : et ne pax domini Papas occasione prse- 
sentise ejus secularis strepitus tumultu concutere- 
tur, ipse ab urbe domino Papee collata discessit (t(), 
et sibi civitatem Bizantium eedificavit. Lundonia 
et modemis temporibus reges illustresmagnificosque 
peperit, Imperatricem Matildem, Henricum regem 
tertium, et beatum Thomam Archiepiscopum (v), 
Christi nuirtyrem gloriosum, quali non candidiorem 
tulit (it), nee quo merit {x) devinctior alter ■)■ omni- 
bus bonis totius orbis LatmL 



they are carried along to a great distance from each 
other by the velocity of the motion ; and whatever 
part of their heads comes in contact with the ice is 
laid bare to the very skull. Very frequently the 
leg or arm of the ialung party, if he chance to light 
upon either of them, is broken. But youth is an 
age eager for glory and desirous of victory, and so 
young men engage in counterfeit battles, that they 
may conduct themselves more valiantly in real 
ones. Most of the citizens amuse themselves in 
sporting with merlins, hawks, and other birds of a 
like kind, and also with dogs that hunt in the 
woods. The citizens have the right of hunting in 
Middlesex, Hertfordshire, all the Chiltems, and 
Kent, as far as the river Cray. The Londoners, 
then called Trinovantes, repulsed Gains Julius 
Csesar, a man who delighted to mark his path with 
blood. Whence Lucan says, 

" BriUin he sought, but tum'd his back diimay'd.'' 

The city of London has produced some men, who 
have subdued many kingdoms, and even the Roman 
empire ; and very many others, whose virtue has 
exalted them to the skies, as was promised to 
Brutus by the oracle of Apollo : 

** Brutus, there lies beyond the Gallic bonnda 

An island which the western tea surrounds: 

• ••••• 

To reach this happy shore thy sails employ : 

There fate decrees to raise a second Troy, 

And found an empire in thy royal line 

"Which time shall ne'er destroy, nor boonda eonflne.*' 

Since the planting of the Christian religion there, 
London has given birth to the noble emperor Con- 
stantine, who gave the city of Rome and all the 
insignia of the empire to Qod and St Peter, and 
Pope Sylvester, whose stirrup he held, and chose 
rather to be called defender of the holy Roman 
church, than emperor : and that the peace of our 
lord the Pope misht not, by reason of his presence, 
be disturbed by me turmoils consequent on secular 
business, he withdrew from the city which he had 
bestowed upon our lord the Pope, and bnUt for 
himself the city of Byzantium. London also in 
modem times has produced illustrious and aognst 
princes, the empress Matilda, King Henry the 
Third, and St. Thomas, the archbishop and glorious 
martyr of Christ, than whom no man was more 
guileless or more devoted to all good men throogh- 
l out the whole Roman world. 



(o) Aliquot, Lansdown MS. (p) Hie, Lansdown MS. 

(r) Constantinum Helena? reginse filium, Lansdown MS. 

(0 Statoris, Lansdown MS. 

(e) The Lansdown MS. omits archiepiscopum. 

(sr) Nee qui flterat devinctior alter in onmibus hominibus, &c. Lansdown MS. 

* palmaque nobilis 

Terrarum dominos evehit ad Deos. 

t aninue, qualee neque candidiores 

Terra tulit ; neque quels me sit devinctior alter. 



(g) Et, Lansdown MS. 

(«) Papee Romano, Lansdown MS. 
(tt) Omnino discessit, Lansdown MS., Stiype. 
(w) Ipsa tulit, Lansdown MS., Strype. 



Hot. 1. L Ode 1. v. 5, 6. 



Hor. lib. 1. Sat. 5. v. 41, 42. 



INDEX. 



Abbot of Battle's inn, 155. 

Abbot of Canterbury's inn in South- 

wark, 155. 
Abbot of Garendon, his cell, 112. 
Abbot of Ramsey's house, 113. 
Abjuring the King's land, 157. * 
Aeon or Acars, hospital of St. Thomas 

of, 101. 
Aetheling (or noble street) : see Wath- 

ling street. 
AlTairs of the city, how disposed, 211. 
Akerman, J. Y., on Roman renudni 

in London, 3. 
Albon, St., church of. 111. 
Aldcnnanbury, why so called, 109. 
Aldermary church, 95. 
Aldermen and sheriflb of London, 196. 
Aldersgate, 1 1 ; why so called, 14 ; Day, 

John, the printer, dwelt therein, H. 
Aldersgate ward, 113. 
Aldgate, 11, 12 ; Thomas Lord Faulcon- 

bridge aasaultt it, and is defeated 12. 
Aldgate pump, 52. 
Aldgate ward, 52—57. 
Allen, Sir John, mercer, mayor, his 

UberaUty, 43. 49. 
AUhallows ad foenum, in the ropery 

church ott 88. 
AUhallows, Barking, church of, 49; 

monuments therein, 50. 
AUhallows, Bread street, church off 

129. 
AUhallows, Oraise church, church of,76. 
AUhallows in Honey lane, church of; 

102. 
AUhallows the Less, or on the Cellan, 

church of, 88. 
AUhaUows the More, church of, 88. 
AllhaUows Stane church, 77. 
Ahnonry, the, 176. 

Alms dishes of prelates and nobles, M. 
Alphage, St, parish church of^ 110. 
Ambry, the, 176. 
Ancient skait, 85. 
Andrew, St, the Apostle, caUed Un- 

dershaft, church of, 54. 
Andrew, St, Holbom, church of, 145. 
Andrew, St, in the Wardrobe, church 

of, 187. 
Anedebeth, 134. • 
Anne, St, ch^>el of^ 176. 
Anne, St, in the Willows, church ofl 

115. 
Anthony, St., In Budge row, church of, 

94. 
Anthony, St., hospital of, 69. 183. 
Anthony pigs, 69, 70. 
Apology, an, for the city of London, 

200-207. 
Archery girlng place to bowUng and 

dicing, 160. 
Arches, court of, why so called, 95. 
Arches, Paternoster lane so caUed, 91. 
Annonrers' haU, 107 
Arms of the city, 88. 
Artillery yard, 63. 
Axtiree, the king's, a paU^e so called, 

Arundel boose, 165. 



Askew, lady, widow of Sbr Christopher 

Askew, draper, mayor, her charities, 

113. 
Audley, Sir Thomas, 54. 
Augustine Friars church, 67. 
Augustine, parish church of, 121. 
Augustine, St, in the wall, ehureh of, 

61. 
Augustine Papey, St, ehureh of, 61 ; 

what ward it belongs to, ibid, 
Ave Mary lane, why so called, 120. 
Aylopbe, Sir John, first alderman of 

Southwark, 156. 

Bacon house, 114. 

Badges worn by retainers of noblemen, 

33. 
BaUifis of London, 185. 
Bailiff of Romford executed, 55. 
Bakers' haU, 51. 
BakeweU hall, 108. 
Bamme, Adam, goldsmith, nuyor, his 

charity, 41. 
Barber Surgeons' haU, 118. 
Barbican, 27. 
Barbican, or Burgh kenning, origin of 

the name, 113. 
Barentine Drugo, nuyor, his gift to the 

goldsmiths, 114. 
Barking, King's, eliapel of, 50. 
Barnard's inn, 29. 146. 
Barnes, John, mayor, his charity, 41. 
Barons of London, their ccmimon seal, 

118. 
Bartholomew fair, 141. 
Bartholomew lane, 68. 
Bartholomew, St., church of, 68. 
Bartholomew, St., hospital of, 139. 
Barton, John, mereer, and Agnes his 

wife, their benefisctions, 108; their 

epitaph, 109. 
Barton, Heniy, skinner, mayor, his 

charity, 112. 
Baslnghall ward, 107. 
Bassings, ancient family of the, 108. 
Battle bridge, 155. 
Baynard castle, 23. 136; why so called, 

ibid, ; its history, 24, 25. 
Bear gardens, 86. 151. 
Beauchamp's inn, 84. 
Bedridden people at Houndsditch, 49. 
Beech lane, 113. 
Belxettar, or Billiter lane, 53. 
Bennet Finke, St, church of, 69. 
Bennek Grass church, St., church of, 

80. 
Bennet, Hude or Hythe, St, church of, 

136. 
Bennet Sherehog, St., church of; 98; 

why so called, ibid. 
Bermondsey abbey, 155. 
Berward's lane, 63. 
Bethlehem, hospital of St Mary of, for 

distracted people, 62. 158. 
Bevis Bulmar erects an engine for sup- 
plying the city with water, 133. 
Bevies Marks, formerly Buries Marks, 

53. 55. 
Bihle, remarkable, 139. 



BUIingsgate, or Bellns gate, 16. 
Billingsgate ward. 78. 
Birchover, now Birchin lane, 75. 
Biahopsgate, 11, 12; repaired by the 

Hanse merehanta, 13. 
Bishopsgate ward, 62. 
Bishop's palace (St Paul's), 188. 
Bishops of London, chronological list 

of, 177—181. 
Black Bell hostelry, formerly the resi- 
dence of Edward the Black Prince, 
81. 
BlackewaU hall, 108. 
Black Friars, the, church and house oC 

127. 163. 
Black Friars stairs, 16. 
Blacksmiths' haU, 137. 
Biaders, cutlers to called|92. 
Blanch Apkton, 56. '^'- 
Blitheman, the qoetn's organist, his 

epitaph, 133. 
Blossoms, or Bosoms Inn, 102. 
BoUein, Godl^, mayor, his charities, 

42. 
Boltas Mootes, the term explained, 29. 
Bones, remarkable thigh or shank, in 
church of St Lawrence, Jewry, 103. 

, one in church of St Mary, Al- 

dermanbury, 110. 
Bonfires and buiquetings in the 

streets, 89. 
Boniface's visitation of priory of St 

Bartholomew, 140. 
BordeUo, or stews, r^ulation of, 151. 
Borough of Southwark, 150 ; its gOTem- 

ment 156. 
Boss aUey, 79. 

Bow bells, rung nightly, 96. 
Bow church, 95. 

Bow lane, formerly Hosier lane, 94. 101. 
Bow steeple, memorable incidents of, 

96. 
Bowes, Sir Martin, mayor, his gift, 77. 
Bowling alleys erected, 40. 
Bowyers'haU, 112. 
Bread carts from Stratford, 59. 
Bread street ward, 128. 
Brewers near the friendly water of 

Thames, 31. 
Brewers' haU, HI. 

Brice, Sir Hugh, goldsmith, nuyor, 
contributes to the church of St. Mazy 
Woohioth, 77 
Bridewell a royal residence, 27. 
BrideweU, palace of, 147; noadea hoose 

of correction, ibid. 
Bridgegate, 11. 16. 17. 
Bridge ward within, 79. 
Bridge ward without, 150. 
Bridges of London, P. 
Bridges over the Town ditch, 11. 
Bridges, or Bride's, St., church of, 147. 
Britons given to gluttony, 4. 
Broad street ward, 66. 
Broken wharf, 16. 

Brotherhood of the Holy jMnity, 160. 
Brotherhood of St Fatoan and Sebas- 
tian, 115. 
Brotherhood of St Gilat, US. 
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Brown, Stephen, grocer, majror, wnds 

to Prussia for com, 42. 
Brune, Walter, aud Rosia bit trife, 40 ; 

found the hospital of St. Mary Spittle, 

63. 
Buck's head borne in procession at St. 

Paul's, 125. 
BucUesbury, 86 ; why so called, 97. 
Budge row, why so called, 94. 
Bugge, John, Esq., his charities and 

arms, 76. 
Burgavenny house, 127. 
Burghkennings, or watch-towers, 27. 
Burse, the, called the Royal Exchange, 

73. 
Butchers, regulations of the, 71. 
Buttolph, St., church of, 48. 78. 115. 
Buttolph, St., without Bishopsgate, 

church of, 62. 
Bnttolph's gate, 17. 78. 

Caesar and the Romans take possession 
of London, 2. 

Caire-Lud, or Lud's town, 1. 

Cage, stocks, and pillory on ComhUl, 72. 

Calvary, mount of, chapel so called, 160. 

Camden's Remains quoted, 105. 

Candlewick street ward, 81. 

Candlewright street famous for drapers, 
82. 

Canonbury, 141. 

Cardinal's Hat UTcm, 77. 

Carpenter, Jenkin, causes the Dance of 
Death to be painted in the cloister of 
St. Paul's, 122. 

Carpenter, John, town clerk, hla cha- 
rities, 42. 

Carpenters' hall, 66. 

Castle Baynard ward, 135. 

Caxton the printer, his house, 176. 

Cemet's tower, 98. 

Champneis, Sir John, mayor, builda a 
tower of brick, and punished with 
blindness, 51. 

Chuiel of our lady Mary Magdalen, and 
of All Saintt, by OuUdhall, 103. 

Charing cross, 168. 

Charitable alms in old time given, 34. 

Charterhouse, the, 160. 

Chaucer's tomb, 171 ; his works, ibid. 

Cheap, great conduit of, 99. 

Chester inn, 29. 165. 

Chichley, Robert, grocer, mayor, his 
charities, 42. 85. 

Chichester, bishop of; his house, 164. 

Chick lane, 49. 

Chirurgery, lecture on, 29. 

Choir of Katherine's hospital, 47. 

Christ Church founded by Henry VIII. 
19. 

Christ's hospital founded, ibid, 

Christianity, its introduction into Eng- 
land, 177. 

Christmas sports and pastimes, 37. 

Christopher, St., parish church of, 70. 

Christopher, St, legend of, 126. 

Church, John, his bequest, 141. 

Cities, when first instituted, 200. 

Clement, St. Danes, church of, 166. 

Clement,St, in Eastcheap, church of, 82. 

Clement's well, 5. 7. 

Clerks' well, ibid, ; parish clerks enact 
plays there, 7. 

Clerkenwell, priory of, 162. 

Clement's inn, 29. 167. 

aiflbrd's inn, 29. 146. 

Clink, the, prison, 151. 

Clochard at Westminster, 175. 

Gock-house, the, at Westminster, 178. 

Clopton, Hugh, mercer, mayor, his 
great charity, 42. 

Clothworkers' hall, 50. 

Cobham's inn, 52. 

Cock-fighting on Shrove Tuesday, 35. 

Cock-fighting, 214. 

Coke, Sir Edward, 61. 

Cokedon hall, 50. 

Cold Harborough, 88, 89. 

Coleman haw, 56. 



Coleman street, 107. 

Coleman street ward, 104. 

College of physicians, 138. 

Collet, Henry, meroer, ancient pictures 

of hhn and his family, 95. 
Collet, Dr. John, endows St. Paul's 

schod, 43. 123. 
Columbars, Matthew, buQt the church 

of St. Martin in the Vintry, 93. 
Common beam kept at Leadenhall, 59. 
Common fields encroached upon, 157; 

such enclosures resisted by the citi- 

xens, 159. 
Common Pleas, court of, 174. 
Companies, their place at the mayor's 

feast, 197. 
Compter in the Poultry, 99. 
Compter, the, in Bread street, 131. 
Conduits, benefactors towards the, 8. 
Conduit hi Aldermanbury, 8. 110. 
Conduit at Aldgate without, 8. 
Conduit at Bishopsgate, ibid. 
Conduits by Cripplegate, 112, 
Conduit, the great, in Cheap, 7, 99. 
Conduit in Coleman street, %, 107. 
Conduit in ComhUl, 71. 
Conduit at Dowgate, 8. 87. 
Conduit in Grass street, 8. 80. 
Conduit at London wall, 8. 
Conduit at Lothbury, 8. 106. 
Conduit by St. Mary Magdalen, 8. 
Conduit by St Nicholas Colde abbey, 

ibid. 
Conduit at Oldboume cross, ibid. 
Conduit, Little, by the Stocks market, 

ibid. 
Conduit in West Cheap, ibid. 
Convocation of Black Friars, 163. 
Convhope lane, why so called, 99. 
Cooks in East Cheap, 31. 82. 
Cooks' hall. 115. 
Cordwahiers' haU, 131. 
Cordwainer street wwrd, 94. 
Cora mill on the river Thames at Queen- 

hithe, 133. 
Comette Stowre, or Cemet's Tower, 98. 
ComhUl, old apparel and household 

stuff sold there, 82. 
ComhUl ward, 71. 
Corawallis, mistress, Henry Vlllth's 

gift to her in reward of fine puddings, 

52. 
Corpus Chrlsti and St Mary, chapel of, 

99. 
Cosin lane, 87. 
Cowbridffe, 11. 
Cresset lights for the watch at Mid- 

summer, 39. 
Cripplegate, 13; re-built by Edmond 

Snaw, majror, ibid. 
Cripplegate ward, 109. 
CromweU's, the Lord, house, 67. 
Crooked lane, 81, 

Croslqr, Sir John, alderman, 17. 65. 
Crosliy place, 65. 
Cross in the Strand, 166. 
Crosses erected to the memory of Qneen 

Eleanor, 168. 
CrounsUde, 97. 102. 
Cmtched (Hare, house of, 56. 
Currien' row, 66. 
Curtain theatre, the, 158. 
Customen' key, 52. 
Customs of Billingsgate, uidient, 78. 
Customs of Grass cbureh market, 80. 
Customs of Wool chiurch haw, 85. 
Cutkn' haU, 92. 

Dacre of the South, Lord, almshouses 

buUt bv his lady, 176. 
Dagger in the city arms, not that of 

WUliam Walworth, 83. 
Dalusse, Robert, barber, his epitaph, 

93. 
Dame Annis the clear, a well so called, 

7. 
Dance of Death, 42 ; history of, 122. 
Danne, Margaret, widow of WilUam, 

sheriff, her charities, 43. 



Death by drowning, punishment of, 9.25 

De la Pole, WUUam, knight banneret 
and king's merehant, 77. 

Denton's hospital for f^nzied people, 
52. 

Derby house, 137. 

Dewes, Giles, librarian to Henry VII. 
and VIII., and French master to 
Prince Arthur and Lady Mary, 106. 

Dies Commemorationis, or Mind day, 
explained, 42. 

Dionys, Back chureh, St, church of, 
76. 

Dixie, Sir Wolstan, skinner, mayor, 
founds a dree school at Bosworth, 48. 

Doctors' commons, 137. 

Doles at funerals, 60. 

Dolphin inn, the, 62. 

Dowgate, or Downgate, 16. 86. 

Downgate ward, 86. 

Drapen' almshouses, 113. 

Drapers' hall, 68 ; history of the com- 
pany, 68 n. 

Drewry house, 113. 

Drope, Robert, draper, mayor, enlarged 
the Conduit on Comhill, 72 ; his cha- 
ritable bequests, 74. 

Duchy of Lancaster, court of, 175. 

Duchy of Lancaster, liberties of, 164. 

Dudley and Empson, houses in which 
they resided, 84. 

Duke Humphrey, dining with, 125. 

Dunstan's, St, hill, 51. 

Dunstan, St., in the East, chureh of, 51. 

Dunstan, St, in the West, church of, 
146. 

Dunthorae, WUliam, town clerk, his 
epitaph, 111. 

Durham house, its history, 167. 

Dyen' haU, 89. 

Eastcheap, a fleshmarket, 81 ; the sons 
of Heniy IV. beaten there, 82. 

Eastcheap, butchen of, 79. 

Eastfleld, WiUiam, mercer, his bene- 
factions, 42 ; buUds the Conduit in 
Aldermanbury, 110; and at the 
Standard at Fleet, 146. 

East Smithfleld, 47. 

Ebgate, 16. 

Ebgate lane, 80. 

Ecclesiastical government ol London, 
177. 

Edred's hithe, 133. 

Edmond, St., king and martyr, church 
of, 76. 

Elderton's verses on the statues at 
GuUdhaU, 102. 

Eleemosynary, the, or Almonry, West- 
minster, 176. 

Elms at Smithfield, 142. 

Elsing, WiUiam, mercer, founda Elsing 
Spital, 41. 110. 

Elsing Spital, 110. 

Ely, bUhop oC his inn, 144. 

Ely place, ibid. ; solemn fteaata there, 
ibid. 

Embroideren' hall, 117. 

Epigram on Hatton's tomb, 126. 

Erbar, the, 86, 87. 

Easex house, its history, 165. 

Ethelburge Virgin, St, chureh of; 64. 

Exchange, the Royal, 44. 

Exchequer, court of, 174. 

Executions at the Elms in Smithfield, 
142. 

Execution of pirates, place of, 157. 

Executions at the Standard in Chera, 
100. 

Eremew, Thomas, goldsmith, mayor, 
buflds the Conduit in Coleman street 
107. 

Ewine, St., parish church oC 128. 

Eyre, Simon, draper, mayor, his cha- 
rities, 42. 72 ; ms character, 58. 

Fabian, Robert, his chronicle, 42 ; his 

monument and epitaph, 75. 
Fag's well, 5. 7. 
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Faith, St., under Paul's, church of, 

123. 
Falconar, Thomas, mayor, builds Moor- 
gate. 13; lends ten thousand marks 
to Henry VI., 41. 
Farringdon, William, goldsmith, pur- 
chases the Aldermanry of Farringdon 
ward, 116. 
Farringdon ward within, ibid. 
Farringdon extra, or without, ward of, 

138. 
Fauster, St., church of, 117. 
Fellowships, their attendance on the 

mayor, 197. 
Fenchurch street, why so called, 76. 
Ferrers, earl, his brother murdered, 

76. 
Filpot, John, mayor, his great worth 

and charity, 41. 
Finke's lane, 69. 
Fisher'6 foUy. 62. 158. 
Fishmongers had six hall motes, 133. 
Fishmongers, stock and salt, 80; their 

six several halls, 80, 81. 
Fitzmary, Simon, sheriff, founds Beth- 

lem hospital, 41. 
Fitzstephen's description of London, 

quoted pattim, translated, 208 — 216. 
Fitzwalter, Robert, castellan and ban- 
ner-bearer of London, his rights, &c. 

24, 25. 136. 
Fleet bridge, 6. 11. 
Fleet dike, ibid. 
Fillet prison, the, 146. 
Fleetwood, Serjeant and recorder, his 

house, 114. 
Fools' hoods, 59. 
Foot-baU. 214. 
Fonter, Stephen, mayor, and Agnes hia 

wife, their benefactions to Ludgate, 

16; other gifts, 17. 44. 
Founders Inhabit Lothbury, 104. 
Founders' hall, 107. 
Four kings feasted in the Vintry in one 

day, 90. 
Fowle lane, 51. 
Fratres de Sacca, or De Penitentia 

Jesu, 104. 
Freemasonry in England, 80. 
Friday street, why so called, 131. 
Frosh wharf, now Fresh wharf; 17. 
Fuller, John, judge of the sherUTa 

court, his bequests, 44. 
Fumivals' inn, 29. 145. 

Gabriel, St., Fenchurch, 76. 

Gallard, Richard, £sa., citizen and 

painter stainer, his almshouses, 113. 
Galley half-pence, 50. 
Galleymen dwelt in Mincheon lane, 

ibid. 
Galley key, 52. 
Galley row, 51, 
Gardens of London, 209. 
Garland, the. in £ast Cheap, 79. 
Garlick hithe, or hive, why so called, 

93. 
Garter house, 113. 

Gate-house, the, at Westminster, 176. 
Gates in the wall of the city, 1 1 . 
Gates of the city to be kept and 

watched, 17. 
Geniiings, Stephen, merchant-tailor, 

mayor, his bounty, 43. 55. 
George, St., in Buttolph lane, church 

of, 79. 
George, St., Southwark, church of, 153. 
Gerard's hall, 130. 
Gerard the giant, 130. 
Gibson, Avice, wife of Nicholas Gibson, 

grocer, sheriff, her gifts, 44 ; founds 

a free school at Radcliffe, 157. 
Gilda Teutonicorum, 52. 
Giles, St., almshouses, 113. 
Giles, St., Cripplegate, church of, 112. 

160. 
Gilt spur street, 139. 
Girdlers' hall, 107. 
Gisors'hall, 131. 



Goddards, the term explained, 128. 

Goldsmiths, provosts and mayors, 114. 

Goldsmiths' hall, ibid. 

Goodman's fields, 48. 

Gore, Master Thomas, his hospitality, 
86. 

Government of the city, 176. 

Gower the poet, his monument, 152. 

Grace, the abbey so called, 157. 

Grafton, Richard, Stow's quarrel with, 
130. 

Grammar schools commanded by par- 
liament, 74. 

Grass church market, 80. 

Grass street, ibid. 

Gray's inn, 29. 163. 

Great cross in West Cheap, 100. 

Green gate, the, 57. 

Green yard, the, and the Leadenhall, 
57. 

Gregory, St., parish church of, 138. 

Gresham, Sir John, mercer, mayor, 
founds a Aree school at Holt, 43. 113. 

Gresham, Sir Thomas, mercer, built 
the Royal Exchange, 44. 73; his 
house, 66 ; his almshouses, 67. 

Gresham lectures, 29. 

Grey Friars, their first arrival in Eng- 
land, 118. 

Grey Friars' church, 118; contributions 
to the buUding of it. 118, 119. 

Grimm's Deutsche Mythologie quoted, 
42. 

Grimm's Deutsche RechtsalterthUmer 
quoted, 25. 37, 38. 46. 47. 115. 

Grocers, or pepperers, 99. 

Grocers* hall, ibid. 

Guildhall, the, 102. 

Guildhall of the Hanse merchants, 88. 

Guilda Aula Teutonicorum, 87. 

Guthron's lane, 117. 

Haberdashers' almshouses, 114. 

Haberdashers', or hurrers, their hall, 
112. 

Hackney, Richard, and Alice his wUb, 
79. 

Hall, Edward, gentleman of Gray's inn, 
his chronicle, 43 ; his monument, 98. 

Hallmote, court of^ 102. 

Hampton, W., mayor, repairs Moor- 
gate, IS. 

Hammerwurf, Instance of, 46. 

Hanse merchants, 52. 87 ; their history, 
87 n. ; privileges of, 88. 

Harper, William, merchant - tailor, 
founds a firee school at Bedford, 49. 

Hart lane, 51. 

Hatton's, Sir Christopher, monument, 
126. 

Haydon, John, sheriff; his bequests, 44. 

Heart of Richard Coeur de Lion, 127. 

Hearts, practice of separately burying, 
ibid. 

Helen's, St., priory of; 65. 

Helen's, St., nuns of, or Minchuns, 50. 

Henchmen, the term defined, 50. 

Hend, Sir John, draper, mayor, his be- 
nefactions, 84. 

Henry VI., death of; 23. 

Henry VII.'s almshouses, 176. 

Henry VII.'s chapel, 170. 

Henry VIII. visits the city, disguised 
as one of hia yeomen of the guard, 
97. 

Heralds* coUege. 89. 137. 

Herenden, John, mercer, hia epitaph, 
115. 

Hills, Richard, merchant-tailor, his be- 

auests, 43. 
I, Sir Rowland, mercer, mayor, his 

liberality, 43. 
HUl, Thomas, grocer, mayor, builds 

the Conduit in Grass street, 42. 80. 
Hinde, John, draper, mayor, rebuilds 

St. Swithin's church, 41. 
Hog lane, 48. 68. 
Holinshed's Chronicles, 110. 
Holy-well, 5. 



Holywell, a prioiy of St. John the Bap- 
tist, 158. 

Holy Trinity, church of the, 132. 

Holy Trinity, priory of, called Christ s 
church, 53 ; suppressed, given to Sir 
Thomas Audley, 54. 

Holy Trinity within Aldgate, church of, 
46 ; monuments therein, 53. 

Holy Trinity, prior of, an alderman of 
London, 47. 53. 

Honey lane, 102. 

Honour of the citizens, 209. 

Home, Sir William, alia* Littlesbery, 
mayor, why so called, 92; his be- 
quests, 92. 

Horse pool, 5. 7. 142. 

Horse-shoe bridge, 11. 86. 

Hospitals in London, 183. 

Hospital of St. GUes in the Field, 164. 

Houndsditch, 49. 

Households, great, kept in former 
times, 32, 33, 34. 

Houses decked with ivy at Christmas, 
37. 

Huggen lane, 111. 

Hugh of Lincoln, the story of, 105. 

Uuntlow, Thomas, haberdasher, she- 
riff, his charity, 114. 

Hustings, court of, 102. 

Ice, sports on the, 215. 

Ham, Thomas, sheriff, new builds the 
great Conduit in Cheap, 42. 

Innholders' hall, 87. 

Inner Temple, 29. 

Inns of court, Sec, ibid. 

Inquests, ringleaders ot false ones pu- 
nished! 72. 

Ipres inn, 93. 

Ipres, WiUiam de, 93; his history, ibid. 

Ironmongers' hall, 56. 

Ironmonger lane, 102. 

Jack Straw, not slain by Sir W. Wal- 
worth, 81. 

James, St., Garlickhithe, church of, 93. 

James, St., hospital of, 168. 

James, St., in the wall, hermitage or 
chapel of, 118. 

James, St., park, 168. 

James IV. of Scotland, his remains, 1 12 

Jesus Commons, a college of priests, 87. 

Jews in England, history of, 105. 

Jews' garden, once the only burial place 
of the Jews in England, 113. 

Jews, house of the converted, 146. 

Jews' synagogue in Lothbury, 104. 

John at Nokes, 85. 

John the Evangelist, St., church of. 181. 

John, St., of Jerusalem, priory of, 161. 

John upon Walbrook, St., church of, 86. 

John's, St.. field, 25. 

John, Zachary, St., church of, 114. 

Johnson, prebend of Windsor, despoUs 
St. Anthony's hospital, 70. 

Judd, Sir Andrew, skinner, mayor, his 
f^ee school at Tunbridge, &c., 43 ; his 
charities, 66. 

Katherine, St, chapel of, 168. 

Katherine Christ church, St., 54. 

Katherine, St., Coleman street, church 
of, 56. 

Katherine's, St., hospital, founded by 
Matilda, wife of King Stephen, 47. 

Katherine's mill, St. 18. 

Keble, Henry, grocer, mayor, his bene- 
factions to Aldermanbury church, 43. 

Kemble, J. M., his Anglo-Saxon Char- 
ters quoted, 9 n. 46. 

Kings and queens crowned in West- 
minster Abbey, 171. 

King's beam or wey house, 73. 

King's Bench prison, 153. 

King's Bench, court of, 174. 

King's Exchange, keepers of, 121. 

King's Tre sury robbed, 173. 

King's great wardrobe, 137. 

Kirkebye's castle, 62. 
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Knesworth, Thomas, miqror, builds a 
conduit, 65, 

Knighten guild, 46. 

Knightrider itreet, why so called, 92. 

Knights of St. John, 162. 

Knights Templars, their origin and his- 
tory, 124. 148, 149; their pride, 149. 

Knoles, Sir Robert, his chanty, 41. 

Knoles, Thomas, grocer, mayor, his 
charity, 41 ; his monument and epi- 
Uph, 94. 

Lambarde, WQliam, the antiquary. 111. 

Lambe, William, gentleman and cloth- 
worker, his charities, 44. 118. 

Lambert, William, esq., his charity, 4S. 

Langboume ward, and Fenny about, 75. 

Langboume water, 6. 

Langley, Sir John, 23. 

Lanthoms on Bow steeple, 96. 

Large, Robert, mercer, mayor, 17; his 
great charities, 42. 106. 

Lugesse, 60. 

Laurence Jewry, St., church of, 103. 

Laurence Poultney, St., parish church 
of, 84. 

Laxton, Sir William, grocer, mayor, 
founds a free school at Oundle, 43. 

Lacar houses, 184. 

Leaden hall, 58. 

Leaden porch, the, 58. 82. 

Logat's inn, 26. 

Leigh, Sir John, his epitaph, 106. 

Leland's Commentaries, 130. 

Leonard, St., Foster lane, church of, 
114. 

Leonard Milke church, St, 80. 

Leonard, St, Shoreditch, church of, 158. 

Leprosy, its dreadful ravages, 164. 

Leprous people, 184. 

Lethbury, tet Loihbury, 68. 

Lewen, Thomas, ironmonger, sheriff, 
his gift, 133. 

Library at Guildhall, 103. 

Library of St Peter's upon Comhill, 74. 

Lichfield, William, D.D., the many ser- 
mons composed by him, 88. 

Lime street ward, 57. 

Lincoln's inn, 164. 

Lion's inn, 29. 

Lion's key, 78. 

Lion tower, 19. 

Lions in Woodstock park, 19; trans< 
ferred to the Tower, ibid. 

Lions, Sir William, sherifi; a fkmous 
lapidary, beheaded by Wat Tyler, 88. 
94 ; his picture on his grave stone, 94. 

Little conduit in West Cheap, 128. 

Littlesberry, Sir William, mayor, eaUed 
Home from his skill in playing the 
horn, 92. 

Liveries, origin of, 32. 

Liveries worn by citizens in times of 
triumph, 197—199. 

Lock, the, a laiur house, 156. 

Loder's well, 5. 7. 

Lofken, John, fishmonger, four times 
mayor, his great charity, 41; built 
the church of St. Michael, Crooked 
lane, 83 ; buried therein, ibid. 

Lolesworth, now called Spitalfields, 64. 

Lollard, the term explained, 138. 

Lollards' tower at St. Paul's, 138. 

Lombard merchants, their history, 76. 

Lombard street, 76. 

London, origin and early history of, 1. 

London destroyed by the Danes, 4. 

London bridge, original foundation and 
history of, 9, 10; of timber, 9; burnt, 
ibid,; rebuilt by Peter of Colechurch, 
10; built of stone, ibid,f actions on 
London bridge, ibid. 

London college, 103. 

London Lickpenny, 82. 

London Stone, 84. 

London Stone, John or Thomas, 85. 

Lord high treasurer, ofilce of, 174. 

Lord mayor's court, officers o^ 196. 

Lord of Misrule, 37. 



Lothbury, Lothberie, Lathberie, or 
Loadberie, 68. 104. 

Lovel, Sir Thomas, his gift to the gro- 
cers, 73. 

Lovel's inn, 128. 

Lydgate's praise of Londoners, 45. 

Lydgate's ballad of London Lickpenny, 
82. 

Lucas (now Love) lane, 79. 

Lud, king, 1. 

Ludgate, 11; why so called, 15; made 
aft«eprison, (Md. ; beoefocrionsfrom 
Stephen Forster and Agnes his wife, 
16. 

Lumley*s, Lord, house, 49. 56. 

Lyon, king of Armenia, 92. 

Machabray, dance of, 122. 
MackwoTth's inn, jm Barnard's inn, 

146. 
Magistrates, ancient 108. 
Malpaa, Philip, sheriff, his great charity, 

42 ; robbed by Jack Cade, 57. 
Mandubrace and the Troynobants yield 

to Ceesar, 2. 
Manny, Sir Walter, founder of the Char- 
ter house, 161. 
Manor of Base court, 1 18. 
Manor of the Rose, 89. 
Mantle and ring, taking the, 70 n. 
Margaret St., on Fish Street hill, church 

of, 80. 
Margaret, Lothbury, St., church of, 106. 
Margaret Patten's, St, church of, 49. 
Margaret, St. (Southwark), church of, 

153. 
Margaret, St. (Westminster), church of, 

172. 
Martin, St., church of, 127. 
Martin de Beremand, St., church of, 93. 
Martin's Le Grand, St, 6 ; college oi; 

115. 
Martin Oleswick, St., church of, 68. 
Martin Orgar, St., parish church of, 84. 
Martin Pomary, St., church of, 102. 
Martin, St, in the Vintry, church of, 

93. 
Mary, St., hospital of, for ft«nzied peo- 
ple, 183. 
Mary, St., Abchurch, church of, 82. 
Mary, St, Aldermanbury, church ot, 

110. 
Mary, St, de Arcubus or le Bow, 

church of, 95. 
Mary Axe, St., church of, 61. 
Mary Bothaw, or Boatehaw, St, church 

of, 86. 
Mary Colechurch, St., church of, 99 
Mary, St., on the Hill, church of, 79. 
Mary Hill, St., lane 79. 
Mary Magdalen, St, chapel ot 176. 
Mary Magdalen, St., church of. 111. 
Mary Magdalen, St, church of, 137. 
Mary Magdalen, 8t(8outhwark), church 

of, 156. 
Mary Matfellon, St, church of, 157. 
Mary, St., Mounthaunt or De Monte 

Alto, church of, 133. 
Mary, St., Oveij or over the rie, inrioiy 

and church of, 151. 
Mary Pellipar, St., church of, 61. 
Mary, St, Rouncevall, hospital of, 168. 
Mary Spittal, 40. 

Mary Stayning, St, church of, 114. 
Mary, St., Summerset, church of, 133. 
Mary, St., Woolchurch, church of, 85. 
Mary Woolnoth, St, church of, 77. 
Marching watch, 39. 
Marshalsea prison, 158. 
Marte lane, 50. 
Masons brought into England by Benet, 

abbot of Wirrall, 4. 
Masons' hall, 107. 
Matrons of London, 210. 
Maunday gifts, 33. 
May, Richard, merchant tailor, his gift 

towards Blackwell hall, 44. 
May Day, Evil, 54. 
May games and Mayings, 38. 



Maypoles fetched in by the citizens, 38. 
Maypole in Comhill, 38; by St. An- 
drew Undershaft, 54; broken up as 

an idol, 55. 
Mayors and sheriff chron<dogicaI list 

of, 185, 196; their liveries, 196. 
Meautys, &mily of, 57. 
Meggs Glorie, 62. . 
Mendicant friars, 104. 
Mercers and haberdashen in West 

Cheap, 31. 
Mercers' chapel, 101. 
Mercers' Company, 101. 
Mercers' hall, 101. 
Mercery, the, in West Cheqi, 102. 
Merchant tailors' almshouse, 48. 
Merchant tailors' hall, 68. 
Merchant tailors' school, 89. 
Mewse, the, 167. 
Michad the Archangel, St., dinrch of; 

74. 
Michael, St, ad Bladum or at the 

Come, church of, 128. 
Michael, St., at Bassing's haD, church 

of, 108. 
Michael's, St., Crooked lane, 82. 
Michael Patemoster, St., church of, 91. 
Michael, St, Wood street church of; 

111. 
Middle Temple, the, 29. 
Milboroe, Sir John, dr^>er, mayor, 

builds almshouses, &c., iS. 56. 
Mildness of climate, 208. 
Mildred, St., parish church of, 98. 
Mildred the virgin, St, church of, 130. 
Military sports, 214. 
Mill of the Templars near Baynards' 

castle, 136. 
Mincheons, see Nuns of St Helena. 
Mincheon lane, 50. 
Mind Day, or Dies CommemoFationiSf 

explained, 42. 
Minories, nuns of the order of St Oair, 

48. 
Mint in the Tbwer, 20. 22; mints in 

England, 21. 
Monkswell street, why ao called, 112. 

118. 
Monox, George, draper, mayor, his 

charity, 43. 
Monte Joves, priory ot 56. 
Monuments and interments, 47, 48. 50, 

51. 53, 54, 55, 56. 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 

70. 74. 76, 77, 78, 79, 80. 82, 83, 84, 

85, 86. 88. 91. 93, 94, 95, 96. 98. 101. 

103. 106, 107. 109, 110, 111. 114, 115. 

117. 119, 120, 121. 124, 125, 126, 127, 

128, 129, 130, 131. 136. 139. 141. 143. 

145, 146. 148. 152. 154. 158. 161, 162. 

171, 172. 
Monuments of the Templars, 149. 
Moor ditch cleansed, 9. 
Moorfields, its history, 158. 
Moorgate, 11; built by Thomas Fal- 
coner, mayor, 13. 
Morris, Peter, a German, conveyed 

water into men's houses, 71. 
Morsted, T., esq., sherifl; chirurgeon 

to Henry IV., V., & VI.. 106. 
Mountgodard street, 128. 
Mountjoy, Lord, Charles Blunt, his epl- 

Uph, 95. 

Natives, illustrious, of London, 216. 

Nennius Historia Britonum, 1. 

Newgate, 11. 14; used as a gaol, 14; 
sheriflh of London imprisoned there- 
in, 15. 

New inn, 29. 

New Mazy church, 95. 

New Temple, the, 148. 

Nicholas, Ambrose, Salter, mayor, his 
almshouses, 44. 1 12. 

Nicholas, St, church oC 118. 

Nicholas, St, guild of, 103. 

Nicholas Aeon, St, church of, 77. 

Nicholas, St, Cold Abbey, church of; 
132. 

Nicholas Olave, St, church (d, 133. 
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No Man's Land, 161. 

Norman, John, draper, mayor, hia gifts 

to the drapers, 102. 
Northumberland house, 56. 1 15. 
Norwich hoiue, afterwards York hoiLse, 

167. 

Oflley, Sir Thomas, merchant tailor, 

mayor, his bequest, 44. 
Okebome Wilts, priory of, 136. 
Olave, St., parish church of, 50. 
Olave, St., church of, 154. 
Olave, St., Silver street, church of, 

114. 
Olave Up well, St., church of, 106. 
Oldboume conduit, 144. 
Oldbome or Hilbome, 5. 7. 
Oldborue bridge, 11. 
Old Court Hall in Aldermanbury, 109. 
Old Cross, the, in Cheap, 100. 
Old Exchange, 120. 
Old Hall, 87. 
Old Jewry, 105. 
Old Swan, the, 80. 
Old Temple, the. 163. 
Old Wardrobe, 106. 
Orchard within the Tower, formed by 

Henry III., 18. 
Ordeals, their origin, 38. 
Orders and customs of London, 30. 
Ormond place, 93. 

Our Lady of the Pew, chapel of, 175. 
Our Lady inn, 145. 
Oyster gate, 16. 

Packington, Lady Ann, her alma- 
houses, 116. 

Painted Tavern lane, 90. 

Palace in the Old Jewry, 106. 

Palace at Westminster, 172. 

Pancrate, St., church of, 98. 

Paperstainers' hall, 132. 

Papcy, the, a brotherhood of St. Charity 
and St. John the Evangelist, 55. 

Pardon church yard, 122. 

Parish churches in London, 181 — 183. 

Parish clerks' hall and almshouses, 64. 

Parliaments held in the Temple, 149. 

Parliaments held in Westminster hall, 
174. 

Pastelan or cooks, company of, 115. 

Pasture and tillage lands, 209. 

Paternoster lane, formerly called 
Arches, 91. 

Paternoster row, why so called, 126. 

Patton, William, customer of London, 
repairs Stoke Newington church, 43. 

Paul's bakehouse, 137. 

Paul's, St., cathedra], 121. 

Paul's cross, its history, 123. 

Paul's cross, sermon at, against the 
Maypole, 54. 

Paul's, dance of, 122. 

Paul's. St., school, 123. 

Paul's school, 27; the scholars called 
pigeons of Pauls, 28. 

Paul's steeple burned, 122, 124. 

Paul's wharf, 16. 

Paulet house, 66, 67. 

Pepperers in Soper lane, 98. 

Pestilence, great, 47, 48. 

Peter the Apostle, St., church of, 117. 

Peter, St., upon Comhill, church of, 78. 

Peter, St.. Parva, church of, 133. 

Peter the Poor, St., church of, 67. 

Petty France, 62. 

Petty Wales. 52. 

Philippa, Queen, fall of the scaffolding 
in which she was, 101. 

Philpot lane, 77. 

Plcard, Henry, vintner, mayor, his cha- 
rity, 41 ; feasts four kings in one day, 
41.90. 

Piepoudre, court of, explained, 141. 

Piers Ploughman, the Vision of, 59. 

Pillory, ancient, 72. 
I Pinners' hall. 111. 
; Pirates in the Thames, 157. 
' Plaisterers'haU, HI. 



Pool by St. GUes' church yard, 7. 112. 
160. 

Poor Jewry, 56. 

Pope's Head tavern, its antiquity, 75. 

Popit^ay, shooting at the, 63. 

Porta Contractorum, 13. 

Portgraves of London, 185. 

Portsoken ward, 46. 49. 

Postern, the, 11. 

Postern, the, out of Christ's hospital, 
14. 

Poultney's inn, 89. 

Poultney, Sir John, four timet mayor, 
his great charity, 41 ; his lienefaction 
to the church c^ St. Laurence Poult- 
ney, 84. 

Poultry, the, 71. 

Poultry Compter, 99. 

Preaching (mrs, or Dominicans, 163. 

Predictions, periodical alarms occa- 
sioned by, 141. 

Prices of provisions, 71. 145. 

Priests, incontinent, punished by the 
citixeiu, 72. 

Priory of St. Helens, 65. 

Priory of St. Mary the Virgin, 1 10. 

Procession of the fishmongers, 37. 

Provisions, prices of, in 1533, 71. 

Provosts and mayors of London, 114. 
185. 

Pudding lane, 79. 

Puddle dock, 16. 

Pulpit crosa in St. Michaeri ehurch 
]rard, 75. 

Queen hithe, or Queen's bank, 16 ; its 

history, 133—135. 
Queen hith ward, 131. 
Queen's wardrobe, 27. 92. 
QuinUin on Comhill, 3S. 
Quintain, running at the, 36. 215. 

Radclifle, free school at, 157. 

RadweU, 5. 7. 

Rahere, i&st prior of St. Bartholomew's, 

140. 
Rainwell or Reynwell, John, fishmon- 

Eer, mayor, S3 ; his charitlefl, 42, 78 ; 
is epitaph, 78. 
Ramsay, Dame Mary, wife to Sir 

Thomas Ramsay, mayw, her giita, 45. 
Randolph, Bernard, common lezjeant, 

his bequests. 44. 132. 137. 
Rawson, Richard, sheriff, hit charities, 

42. 
Reade, Bartholomew, goldsmith, mayor, 

his charity, 114 ; great feasts said to 

have been given by him, ibid. 
Red Rose lane, 79. 
Religion of London, 208. 
Renta, amount of, in old timet. 111. 
Rich, Richard, mercer, sheriff, founds 

almshouses at Hodsdon, 42; hit epi- 

Uph, 104. 
Richard Coenr de Lion, his death, 50. 
Ripa Regina, or Queen hithe, 16. 
River of Wells, 5, 6. 11 ; bare thipt, 6. 
Roap lane, 79. 
Robin Hood and hit men shot before 

Henry VIIL, 38. 
Roe, Sir Thomas, merchant tailor, 

mayor, his gifts, 44. 
Rollt chwpel, the 147. 
Roman Remaint in London, 3 n. 5. 

14 n. 60. 64. 
Roman wall, S. 
Rood, the, in the church yard of St. 

Margaret't broken down, 79. 
Rood lane, 79. 
Rothing, Richard, theriff, new built the 

church of St Jamea Garlickhlthe, 93. 
Royal Exchange. 69. 78. 
Rudstone, Sir John, mayor, bnUdt the 

pulpit Croat in St. Michael't church 

yard, &e. 75. 
Rumney tack, wine to called, 90. 

Saok wine, none told but Rumney, 00. 
Salitbary court, 148. 



Salters' hall, 130. 

Sanctuary, 157. 

Sanctuary, the, at Westminster, 172. 

Sanctuary, privilege of, 115. 

Sanctuary violated, 171. 

Saracen's Head, the, 143. 

Savoy, the, 165; made an hospital of 

St. John the Baptist, 166. 
Saxons sent for by the Britons, 4. 
Scalding alley, or Scalding wick, 71. 
Schools and houses of learning, 27. 210. 
School of St. Anthony, 28. 68 ; the bc^ 

called Anthony pigs, 28 ; Csmous men 

educated there, 29. 
School at St. Bartholomew in Smith- 
field, 28. 
School of St. Dunstan's in the West. 28. 
School of the Holy Trinity, by Aldgate, 

28 
Schools at St. John, by Smithfield, 28. 
School of St. Martin's le Grand, 28. 
School of St. Mary le Bow, 28. 
School at St. Mary Overy in South- 

wark, 28. 
School of St Saviour's, Bermondsey, 28. 
Scogan, Henry, his ballad to the king's 

sons, 90. 
Scotland, (now Scotland yard,) 168. 
Scrope's inn, 29, 144. 
Seal of the city, a new one made, 88. 
Seal of the Templars, 149. 
Seldam, a shed in West Cheap to 

called, 97. 
Sentlegar hoote, 155. 
Sepulchre't, St., in the Bayly, church 

of, 143. 
Seijeantt' inn, 29. 146. 148. 
Seme's tower in Bucklersbury, 27. 
Sevenoke, William, grocer, mayor, hia 

charities, 41. 
Shaft alley, 60. 

Shambles, St. Nicholaa't, 118. 
Shaw, John, goldamith, mayor, hit 

charity, 117. 
Shaw, Rdmond, rebuilt Cripplegate, IS. 

42. 
Shelley houte, 114. 
Sheriffs of London, list of, 185—196. 
Sheremoneyert, 138. 
Shirlev, John, his epitaph, 130. 
Shootmg with the long bow tuppretteu, 

40. 
Show by torchlight, 37. 
Shore, Richard, draper, theriff, hit 

benefactiona, 85. 
Shoreditch, 158. 

Shrow, John, ttockilthmonger, hit epi- 
taph, 83. 
Sidon or Sythiiig lane, 50. 
Singularities of London, 201. 
Sir Stephen the curate, 54. 
Sith, St., church of, 98. 
Situation of London, 208. 
Skalt, ancient, 35. 
Skinners' hall, 86. 
Skinners' well, 5. 7 ; parish clerks enact 

plays there, 7. 
Smart's key, 17. 78. 
Smith, Alice, her bequests, 66. 
Smithfield, 142. 

Soap, prices and description of, 94. 
Soler, the term explained, 101. 
Somw's or Sommer's key, 17, 78. 
Somerset houte, 147, 165. 
Soper't lane, why to called, 94. 
Spinila't pleaaure. 62. 
Spital Croat, the, 63. 
Spital fieldt, or Loletworth, 64. 
Spital termont, 119 ; their antiquity, 68. 
SpitUe, St Mary, hotpital of, 63. 
Sporiar lane, 51. 
Sportt and pattimea of the Londonen, 

S5. 218. 
Sprite, St., chapel of, 165. 
Spurrier row, 126. 

Stage playt at the Skinnert' well, 86. 
Standard in Cheap, 99. 
Standard (water) in ComhiU, 71. 
Standard in Fleet ttreet, 8. 146. 
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Standing watchet , 39. 

SUple inn, 29. 146. 

Star Chamber, court of, 175. 

SUtionera' hall, 138. 

SUtues at Guildhall, 102. 

Steeljrard merchants, «m Hanse mer- 
chant*. 

Stephanides, 208—216. 

Stephen's, St., chapel, 168. 175. 

Stephen, St.. parish church of, 107. 

Stephen Walbrook, St., church of, 85. 

Stews in Southwark, 151. 

Stocks market, 85. 

Stock Fishmonger row, 80. 

Stodie, John, vhitner, mayor, hia cha- 
rities, 41. 90. 

Stoddon, Williamf mayor, his benefac- 
tion, 85. 

Stow. Thomas, grandfather, and Thomas 
(kther of John Stow, 75. 

Strand bridge, 165. 

Stratford, bakers flrom, brought bread 
to London, 59. 

Street, Simon, grocer, his epitaph, 95. 

Strength of London, 208. 

Suburbs without the walls, 156. 

Suffolk house, 153. 

Sutton, Sir Thomas, his piety and cha- 
rity, 160. 

Swithin, St, church of; 84 

Tabard inn, 154. 

Tailors and linen armorers, now mer- 
chant tailors, 68 n. 

Tallow chandlers' hall, 86. 

Tamarsilde, 97. 

Tasel close, 63. 

Tate, John, mercer, mayor, his gifts, 
43.70. 

Templars, tt§ Knight Templars. 

Temple church, the, 150. 

Temporal governments of London, 184. 

Tenures, curious, 89. 92. 105. 116. 125. 

Thames, the river, 5. 

Thames, overflowings of the, 173. 

Thames water conveyed into men's 
houses, 8. 

Thavies inn, 29. 145. 

Thean, first archbishop of London, 177. 

Theatre, the, 158. 

Thirlby, Thomas, only Bishop of West- 
minster, 170. 

Thomas, St, of Aeon or Acars, hospital 
of, 101. 

Thomas Apostle, St , church of, 92. 

Thomas, St., hospltid of, 154. 

Thome, Robert, merchant tailor, his 
great bequests, 71. 

Three Cranes lane, 90. 

Throgmorton street, 67. 

Tode well, 5. 7. 

Tothill fields, grand feast there, 1 76. 

Tournament in Cheap, 101. 

Tournaments in Smithfleld, 142. 



Towers and eastlei, 17. 

Tower on London bridge, 10. 23; on 

south of London bridge, ibid. 
Tower of London, 17; its origin and 

history, 17. 23. 
Tower of Mountflquit 26. 
Tower hill, 47, 48; gallows kept there, 

49. 
Tower Royal, 27. 92. 
Tower street 49. 
Tower street ward, 49 — 52. 
Town ditch without the city wall, 8. 
Trapis, Robert goldsmith, his epitaph, 

115. 
Trial by battle, 148. 
Trinitatis in Alto, St, chapel of; 113. 
Trinities, St, church of; 48. 
Trinovantimi, Trenovant, or Troyno- 

vant, founded by Brutus, 1 . 
Tronage, or weighing of wool, 51. 
Triumphs and shows, 36. 
Tun upon Comhill, a conduit so called, 

7. 71 ; a prison for nightwalkers, &c., 

72 ; made a conduit, ibid. 
Tummill or Tremill brook, 6, 11. 
Tusser, Thomas, his epitaph, 98. 
Twiford, Sir Nicholas, goldsmith, 

mayor, new built the church of St. 

John Zachary, 114. 
Twisted tree, or With, an emblem of au- 
thority, 37. 

Ugly sluq>es seen In St. Michael's 
steeple, 74. 

Van Dun's almshouses, 176. 

Vintners' almshouses, 90. 

Vintners of London, ibid. 

Vintners' haU, ibid, 

Vintiy, the, house so called, ibid. 

Vintry ward, 89. 

Vow of chastity taken by widows, 70. 

Walbrooke, course of, 45. 
Walbrook, 5, 6 ; why so calleU, 7. 
Walbrook ward, 84. 
Wall about London, 3, 4; circuit from 

east to west 5. 
Wallis, Henry, mayor, builds the Tun 

upon Comhlll, 41. 71 ; builds the 

Stocks market, 85. 
Walworth, Sir William, 41 ; bis great 

merits, 81; slays Wat Tyler, 83; 

buried in St Michael's, Crooked lane, 

ibid. 
Wapping in the Wose, 157. 
Wards and aldermanries of the city, 

45,46. 
Wards and liveries, court of, 175. 
Warwick lane, 128. 
Wasters and bucklers, 36. 
Wat Tyler slain by William Walworth, 

83. 
Watches in the city, 38. 



Water conveyed tnm Tyburn to the 
city, 8. 

Water gates, 16. 

Water lane, 51. 

Watheling street, 94. 129. 

Wax chandlers' hall, 112. 

Weavers' hall, 107. 

Weight and measure of the king's chil- 
dren to be distribuied to the poor, 35. 

Wells, John, grocer, mayor, his chari- 
ties, 11. 42; his monument, 8cc., 103. 

Westcheap fkmous for sale of linen 
cloths, 82. 

West Cheaping, 99. 

Westminster abbey, 169. 

Westminster, city of, 166. 

Westminster hall, 173. 

Westminster school, 28. 

Wey house or King's beam, 73. 

Wherries on the Thames, 6. 

Whifflers, 39. 

Whirlicotes, riding in, 32. 

Whitechapel church, 157. 

White Friars' church, 148. 

Whitehall, 168. 

White Lion gaol, 153. 

White, Sir Thomas, merchant tailor, 
mayor, founds St. John's collie, 
Oxford, 43. 

Whittington, Richard, mercer, three 
times mayor, his charities, 41 ; his 
college and almshouses, 91 ; his con- 
tributions to Guildhall, 102; to the 
library, 103; to the church of the 
Grey Friars, 1 19. 

Whittington and his Cat history of, 91. 

William of Malmsbury, 9. 

Winchester, bishop of, his house, 151. 

Winchester house, 66. 

Windmills, three, at Finsbury, 123. 

Windmill Uvem, 105. 

Wine, its cheapness, 75. 

Wines, prices and nature of, frc, 90. 

Winyar, John, grocer, mayor, his bene- 
factions, 85. 

Wolf, Reyne, the antiquary, 110. 

Wood street 111. 

Wood Street compter, Utid. 

Wood, Thomas, sheriff, his benefac- 
tions, 111. 117. 

Woodroffe, David, alderman, his gift, 65. 

Woodroffe lane, 56. 

Woolchurch Haw, 85. 

Woolstaple at Westminster, 168. 

Woolstaple let to farm, 169. 

Wool wharf or Customers' key, 17. 51. 

Woolfs gate, 16. 88. 

Woollen cloths, ordinances respecting, 
107; to be sold only in B«Aewell 
haU, 108. 

Wore path, or Were path, 134. < 

Wrestling before the mayor, 40. 

Zouch*s, Lord, tenement, 57. 
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